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B^IEF      DISSERTATION 

OH  T     H     B 

MINISTRATION    of  thb   DIVINE   WORD 

B   T 

PUB  LICK    PREACHING. 

PHILOSOPHERS  love  to  contraft  the  reli- 
gion of  nature  with  that  of  revelation,  and 
fome  of  them  afcribe  fuperiority  to  the  former^' 
Chriftian  tniniftcrs  have  much  better  reafons  foir 
afcribing  it  to  the  latter ;  and  there  are  two,  which' 
dcferve  particular  attention. 

If  we  confider  each  as  a  body  of  fcience^  and 
allow,  revelation  contains. all  the  articles  of  infor- 
mation included  in  natural  religion,  and  tpany 
more  than  the  religion  of  nature  ever  knew,  all 
neceflfary  to  the  perfcdlion  of  a  fyftem  of  theology,' 
and  all  important  to  the  felicity  of  man,  it  will 
follow,  fuperior  excellence  belongs  to  revealed 
religion. 

If  we  advert  to  the  mode  of  comtnunicatian  peculiar 
to  each,  and  grant,  it  is  not  enough  in  an  univer- 
ikl  religion  to  have  a  body  of  faience,  there  mud 
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11  A.  brief  Diferiation 

be  alfo  an  eafy  method  of  imparting  it,  it  will  fol- 
low, fuperiority  is  due  to  revelation.  Nature  is  a 
fpecchlefs  beauty,  filently  waiting  till  depraved 
man  fhall  find  leifure  and  inclination  to  be  in* 
ftrufted  by  dumb  figns,  by  figns,  which  even  cuU 
tivated  capacities  find  hard  to  underftand,  arc  not 
fure  at  any  time  they  have  underftood  at  all,  and 
never  know  when  they  have  comprehended  in  the 
whole.  Revelation  is  really  and  literally  a  voice, 
clear  and  expreffive,  fpeaking  at  fundry  times,  and 
in  divers  manners.  Shall  I  call  it  the  mouth  of 
nature  ?-  The  wifeft  fay,^  at  is  the  yoiqe  of  God ! " 
It  was  firft  delivered  in  audible  founds  by  the 
Creator  himfclf  to  our  firft  parents,  it  has  been  fincc 
uttered  in  his  name  by  prophets,  then  by  his  Son, 
ai\d  after  him  by  infpircd  apoftles,  and  it  has  been 
repeated,  explained,  and  enforced  by  a  fucccflion 
of  publick  preachers.  By  it,  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries, the  ignoraot  have  been  informed,  the^indo- 
lent  around,  the  profane  placed  before  a 'tribunal 
of  juftice,  aind  brought  to  genuine  repentance,  the 
penitent  Itfd-  to  a. throne  of  mercy,  where  pardon 
was  proclaia)ed,  the  doubtful  direftcd,  the  wa* 
vering  confirmed,  the  timid  emboldcnai,  the  dif- 
treffed  comforted.  What  Ichool  of  philofophy 
has  wrought  eficdls  fo  beneficial  to  mankind  as. 
thefe  ?  As,,  therefore,  we  prefer  revd^ion  on 
every  other  account,  fo  chiefly  on  this,  its  modeo£ 
tuition  is  all-fufHcient,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
fimplell:  and  eafieft  in  the  world.  The  things^  that 
you  have  heard  among  many  witne£es^  the  fame  commit 
to  faithful  men^  who  fhall  be  able  to  teach  others  alfo. 

The  argument  for  revektion,  that  arifes  from 
publick  preaching,  is  defenfible  in  every  point  of 
view,  and  as  it  regards  the  bulk  of  mankind  it  has: 

peculiar 


Digitized  by 


Google 


en  pahM  Preaching:  lii 

peculiar  energy.  Were  we  to  allow,  that  natural 
religion  was  a  fcicnce  of  God  as  pcrfeft  as  that 
which  revelation  poflcfles,  yet  all  the  benefits  of 
tmderftanding  it  would  be  attainable  by  only  fuch 
as  ihould  have  capacity  and  leifure,  accuracy  of 
obfervation,  and  juftneis  of  reflexion.  The  poor 
and  illiterate,  the  bufy,  the  diffipated,  and  the 
dcjefted,  the  fick  and  the  aged,  though tlefs  till 
ficknefs  and  age  overtake  them,  the  vigorous 
youth,  in  his  career  of  fancied  pleafure,  the  wretch- 
ed malcfaftor,  whom  a  dungeon  brings  to  feel  the 
want  of  religion  -,  all  thefe,  that  is  to  fay,  the  bulk 
of  mankind,  are  deeply  interfiled  in  a  fimple  fort 
of  fyftem,  which  may  be  underftood  in  a  fliort 
time,  and  which,  while  it  provides  for  the  payment 
of  all  due  honours  to  natural  religion,  makes  pro- 
vifion  alfo  for  plucking  a  criminal  from  the  horrid 

i'aws  of  yawning  deftruftion.  Such  a  fyftem  reve- 
ation  IS,  In  natural  religion,  it  is  the  creator 
giving  laws,  the  judge  trying  caufes,  and  condemn- 
ing criminals,  and  how  cold  is  the  confolation,  that 
iarifes  from  thefe  conjeftures.  It  is  pqffible  he  may 
pardon  the  guilty,  and  it  is  poffible  I  may  be  the 
man!  In  revelation,  it  is  the  good  (hepherd,  tra- 
verfing  the  wilderrtefs  in  anxious  purfuit  of  a  loft 
fliecp,  that  hears  and  knows  the  (hep  herd's  voice. 
It  is  the  tender  father,  all  melting  with  compaffion, 
and  flowing  with  tears,  calling  to  the  prodigal 
beggar,  his  fon,,to  return  from  penury  to  felicity, 
from  the  company  of  brutes  to  the  bofom  of  God. 
Beft  of  beings!-  what  delight  to  hear  thy  voice, 
even  wrapped  in  the  gloom  of  the  darkeft  thicket, 
and  wilfully  buried  in  the  blacknefs  of  impene- 
trable ibade  I 
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It  will  be  objeftcd,  publick  preaching  has  been 
perverted  :  but  it  will  be  anfwered,  as  long  as  we 
have  a  ftandard  it  may  be  reformed  to  its  original 

Eurity.  The  ark  of  Jehovah  fell  of  old  into  the 
ands  of  heathens,  who,  having  no  dimenfions  or 
direftions  from  the  firft  artift,  decorated  it  accord- 
ing to  their  own  fuperftitious  fancies,  and  in  their 
great  wifdom  returned  it  to  its  owners,  as  if  it  had 
been  a  trunk  of  Dagon,- accompanied  with  the 
glorious  images  of  mice  and  morbid  ulcers,  (i) 

Thus  it  has  happened  to  all  the  ordinances  of 
heaven.  Prayer  and  preaching,  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  fupper,  have  all  fallen  into  the  hands  of  bad 
men,  and  they  have  difguifcd  and  difgraced  them  : 
but  what  is  reformation,  and  what  is  proteftantifm  ? 
do  they  not  include  recovery  and  original  purity  ? 
In  regard  to  the  pulpit,  let  us  at  leaft  try  to  fepa* 
rate  indelicate  human  baubles  from  original  work^ 
manlhip,  and  to  place  the  ecclefiaftical  roftrum  in 
that  neat  fimplicity  of  finifhed  tafte,  in  which  the 
divine  artift  firft  commanded  it  to  be  m^de. 
Plainnefs  in  religion  is  elegance,  and  popular 
pcrfpicuity  true  magnificence. 

The  hiftory  of  the  pulpit  is  curious  and  enter- 
taining. It  has  fpoken  all  languages,  and  in  all 
forts  of  ftyle.  It  has  partaken  of  all  the  cuftoms 
of  the  fchools,  the  theatres,  and  the  courts  of  al) 
the  countries,  where  it  has  been  ereftcd.  It  has 
been  a  feat  of  wifdom  and  a  fink  of  nonfenfe.  It 
has  been  filled  by  the  beft  and  the  worft  of  men. 
It  has  proved  in  fome  hands  a  trumpet  of  fedition, 

and 

( l)  The  Philijiines  took  the  ark  of  God.  ..  .  But  the  lord 
/mote  tbim  fwitb  emerods.  .  .  And  they  fent  back  tbe  ark  of 
(fod  .  •  nuitbjive  goidtn  mUe,  and  Jive  golden  emerods  in  a 
{Offer.     1  Sam.  iv.  5,  6. 
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'  and  in  others  a  fource  oiF  peace  and  confblation  : 
but  on  a  fair  balance,  colledled  from  authenticic 
hiftory,  there  would  appear  no  proportion  between 
the  benefits  and  the  mifchiefs,  which  mankind  have 
derived  from  it,  fo  much  do  the  advantages  of  it 
preponderate  !  In  a  word,  Evangelical  preaching 
has  been,  and  yet  continues  to  be  reputed  foolifh- 
ncfs  :  but  real  wifdom,  a  wifdorn  ?nd  a  power,  by 
which  it  pleafeth  God  to  fave  the  fouls  of  men  (2) 

With  views  of  this  kind  [I  fpeak  in  the  fear  of 
God,  who  fcarcheth  the  heart.)  and  not  to  give  of- 
fence to  any,  I  collcdled  and  publiftied  the  notes 
in  the  following  eflay.  Alas  !  does  4  modern 
epifcopalian  undertake  the  defence  of  every  abfur- 
dity  exhibited  to  the  world  by  every  thing  called  in 
paft  times  a  bifliop  !  Or  Ihall  a  modern  non-con- 
formift  adopt  aU  the  weakncflcs  of  every  one,  who 
was  perfecuted  out  of  eftablifhed  communities! 
All  other  orders  of  men  examine  and  reform  them- 
fclves ;  do  men  in  black  alone  intend  to  rendjrr 
impropriety  immutable  and  cverlaftiiig !  I  have 
exemplified  the  abfurdities,  complained  of  by  Mr, 
Claude,  by  the  works  of  our  anceftors,  who  arc 
4cad  and  gone,  on  purpofe  to  avoid  offending. 
Indeed,  this  was  necejfary^  for  who  alive  has  one 
pulpit  impropriety  to  quote ! 

I  dcfigned  at  firft  to  have  added  to  thefe  two  a 
thi^d  volume  of  the  fame  fize,  entitled,  An  Essay 
TOWARD  A  History  of  Publicfc  Preachinq. 
The  matter  was  intended  to  be  dillributed  into 

twenty 

(2)  Tbi  preofhhg  of  the  erofs  is  to  them  that  perijb  fooUjh^ 
me/s.  .  .  Bitt  it  pUafed  God  by  the  foolijhne/s  of  preaching 
ufave  them  that  believe  .  .  .•  becaufe  the  foolijbneff  of  God 
U  ivifer  than  mtn*     I  Cor.  i. 
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twenty  diilertations,  containing  one  with  another 
twenty  pages  each,  and  entitled  as  follows  : 

I.  The  neceflity  pf  fome  divine  revelation  as  a 
ground  of  divine  worlhip. — II.  The  revelation 
given  to  Adam,  compared  with  other  pretended 
revelations. — III.  The  patriarchal  ftate  of  preach- 
ing from  Adam  to  Mofes. — IV.  The  ftate  of 
preaching  from  Mofes  to  the  captivity. — V.  The 
ftate  of  preaching  during  the  captivity.— VI.  The. 
ftate  of  publick  tuitibn,  from  Ezra's  time  to  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  both  in  Judea  and  other  pro- 
vinces.— VII.  The  ftate  in  which  Chrift  placed 
preaching. — VIII.  The  pulpit-ftate  during  the 
lives  of  the  apoftles. — ^IX.  The  ftate  of  preaching 
during  the  firft  three  centuries.— ^X.  The  ftate  of 
preaching  in  the  Greek  church  till  the  reformation* 
— XI.  A  view  of  the  pulpit  in  the  Latin  church 
till  the  fame  period. — XII.  The  ftate  of  preach- 
ing in  Britain,  from  the  moft  remote  antiquity^ 
and  in  Europe  at  the  time  of  the  reformation.*^ 
XIII.  The  condition  of  publick  inftruftion  in 
England,  from  the  reformation  till  the  death  of 
Charles  I. — XIV.  The  Englifti  pulpit  during  the 
civil  war  and  the  protcftorate. — XV.  A  view  of 
the  pOlpit  from  the  acceffion  of  Charles  II.  to  the 
revolution. — XVI.  The  pulpit  in  foreign  churches, 
and  in  England,  from  the  revolution  to  the  end 
of  the  reign  of  George  II. — ^XVII.  The  ftate  of 
preaching  among  Englifh,  Danifli,  Popilh,  and 
other  mifllonaries  abroad,  particularly  in  the  Eaft 
'  and  Weft  Indies.— XVIII.  The  prcfent  ftate  of 
preaching  in  England  among  Roman  catholicks, 
epilcopalians,    moravians,    methodifts,    preft)yte- 

rians,  independents,    baptifts,   quakers,  &c. 

XIX.  Juftification  of  thofe  in   all  parties,   who 

SIMPLIFY 
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SIMPLIFY  publick  preaching,  by  reducing  it  to  its 
original  ftandard  of  doftrine,  language,  and  other 
properties. — XX;  Survey  of  the  whole,  tending 
to  prove  the  free  and  fimple  preaching  of  the  pure 
word  of  God  a  publick  blefling  to  fociety,  and 
the  power  of  God  to  the  falvation  of  men.  This 
was  the  plan. 

In  purfuing  this  inchanting  path,  I  found  plea* 
fure  enough  to  repay  all  the  labour  of  collcfting 
many  materials,  and  poring  over  books  and  manu- 
fcripts  :  but  I  found  alfo,  that  juftice  could  not  be 
^ done  to  that  part  of  the  fubjedt,  which  I  wiflied 
moil  of  all  to  illuftrate,  without  a  nearer  refidence 
to  the  grand  repofitory  of  unexplored  Britijh  fub- 
jeds,  the  Mufeum^  and  more  leifure  than  my  pub- 
lick avocations  in  my  own  congregation  (fori  have 
no  colleague.)  would  allow  me  to  expe<5t.  I  have, 
therefore,  laid  afide  the  plan,  made  ufe  of  a 
few  extraAs  in  thefe  notes,  torn,  burnt,  and  given 
away  moft  of  the  other  papers,  and  patterns  of  fcr- 
mons,  that  I  had  collefted,  and  never  more  intend 
to  refunoe  the  fubjeft,  except  this  once  in  the  fol- 
lowing brief  (ketch. 

The  firft  voice,  that  imparted  religious  ideas 
by  difcourfe  to-  fallen  man,  was  the  voice  of  the 
creator,  called  by  the  infpired  hiftorian,  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the  garden^  in  the  cool  of 
/A^^.  (3)  Whether  he,  who  afterwards  appeared 
fo  often  in  human  (hape,  and  at  lad  actually  put 
on  a  human  body,  defcended  into  the  garden,  af- 
fumed  a  form,  and  converfed  with  our  firft  parents 
on  this  occafion,  or  whether  the  air  was  fo  undu- 
lated by  the  power  of  God  as  to  form  articulate 
audible  founds,  certain  it  is,   Adam  and  Eve  li. 

tcrally 
(3)  Gen.  ill* 
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tcrally  beard  a  voice,  and  had  the  higheft  reafon 
for  accounting  it  the  voice  of  God.  The  promife 
to  the  woman  of  a  fon,  who  fhould  bruife  the  fer- 
pcnt*s  head,  was  emphatically  and  properly  called 
THE  WORD  of  God.  It  was  a  promife,  which 
they  hid  no  right  to  expert :  but,  when  revealed, 
the  higheft  reafon  to  embrace. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  God  having  once 
fpoken  to  man,  that  mankind  would  retain,  and 
repeat  with  great  punduality  what  had  been  faid, 
and  liftcn  after  more.  Accordingly,  infallible  re- 
cords aflure  us,,  that,  when  men  began  to  aflbciate 
for  the  purpofe  of  worflwpping  the  deity,  Enoch 
prophefied.  (4)  We  have  a  very  fhort  account  of 
this  prophet,  and  his  dodtrine :  enough,  however, 
to  convince  us,  that  he  taught  the  principal  truths 
of  natural  and  the  then  revealed  religion;  the 
unity  of  God  and  his  natural  and  moral  perfeftions 
— the  nature  of  virtue,  and  its  eiTential  difference 
from  vice — a  day  of  future  impartial  retribution. 
Conviftion  of  fin  was  in  his  dodlrine,  and  com- 
munion with  God  was  exemplified  in  Ijis  condudt. 
He  held  communion  with  God  by  facrifice,  and 
St.  Paul  reafons,  from  his  tejiimony  that  be  pleafed 
G^dj  that  he  had  faith  in  the  promife  of  the  me- 
diator, for  witbout  faith  it  would  have  been  iV»- 
pojfible  even  for  Enoch  to  have  pleafed  God.  (5) 

From  the  days  of  Enoch  to  the  time  of  Mofcs 
each  patriarch  worlhippcd  God  with  his  family, 

probably 

(4)  Enocby  the fe^vrntb  from  Adam^  prophefied*     Jude  \\* 

(5 )  Enoch  /aid,  7 he  Lord  comefh — E/ioch  Jaid^  The  Lord 
tometh  luith  faints-'Ungodly  finners /peak  againft  bim^  and  com^ 
mit  ungodly  deeds — Enoch /aid j  The  Lord  comefh  to  execuie  judg- 
fiffnt-^The  Lord  Cometh  to  convince.  Jude  14,  15.«— -£iifiA 
vtaJhed  with  God.     Gen.  v.  24.  Heb.  xi.  5,  6» 
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probably  feveral  aflcmblcd  at  new  moons,-  and  aK 
temately  inftruAed  the  whole  company.     Noah 
w^  a  preacher  of  rigbteoufnefsj  and  by  him,  as  an  ifi) 
intbrumenc,   Chrift  by  his  fpiric  preached  to  the 
dilbbedient  fouls  of  men,  imprifoned  in  ignorance 
and  vice,  and  continued  with  great  long-fufiering 
to  do  fo  all  the  while  the  ark  was  preparing*  (7) 
Abraham  commanded  bis  boufiold  after  bim  to  keep 
the  way  cf  the  Lordy  and  to  do  juftice  and  judgment ;  (8) 
and  Jacob,  when  his  houfe  lapfed  to  idolatry,  re- 
monftrated  againil  it,  and  exhorted  them,  and  aU 
thai  were  with  him^  to  put  awayfirange  gods^  and  ta 
go  up  with  bim  to  Bethel^  to  that  God,  who  had  an- 
fwcred  him  in  the  day  of  hisdiftrels.    In  all  thefe  (9) 
records  of  matters  of  faA,  we  perceive,  fhort  aa 
they  are,  the  fame  great  leading  truths,  that  were 
taught  by  Enoch,  the  general  truths  of  natural  re- 
ligion, and  along  with   them  the  peculiar  prin- 
ciples of  revelation.    They  faw  a  heavenly  country^ 
and  were  mindfiU  of  it,  they  had  ^gbt  of  a  me**  (1) 
diator,  and  were  glad,    and    they  had  the  pr9«  (2> 
m/e  of  the  appearance  of  him  upon  earth,  which 
promife  exercifed  their  fpeculations,  made  a  prin- 
cipal part  of  their  publick  informations^    and 
they  all  died  in  the^  faith  of  its  accompliihmenc  (3I 
How  charming  upon  a  primitive  mounuin,  be. 
neath  che  flia^  <»  a  venerable  grove,    muft  the 
voice  of  a  Melchifedeck  have  been,  the  father,  the 
prince,  and  the.prieftof  his  people,  now  pubtijhing 
to  his  attentive  audience  good  tidings  offalvation^ 
peace  between  God  and  man,  and  then  lifting  up 

holy^ 

(6)  2  Pet.  11.  5.  (7)  I  Pet.  ill.  10,  20.  (8)  Gen.  xviii. 
I9|.  (o)  Gen.  x.  xxv.  2,  3.  (0  Hsb.  xu  15;  i6»  (2)  John, 
VJii.  50.    (3)  lieb.  »•  13* 
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holy  hands  an^  calling  upon  the  name  if  fJk  Lcrd% 

(4)  fbe  everlajiing  God!  A  few  plain  truths,  pro- 
pofcd  in  fimplc  ftyle,  addrefled  to  the  reafon,  and 
expounded  by  the  feelings  of  mankind,  enforced 
by  nothing  but  fraternal  argument  and  example 
animated  by  the  holy  fpirit,  and  produftive  of  ge- 
nuine moral  excellence,  acconipanied  with  (acri* 
fices,  comprized  the  whole  fyftem  of  patriarchal 
religion.  Such  was  the  venerable  fimpjicity  of 
hoary  antiquity,  before  ftatefmen  dole  the  or- 
dinances of  religion,  and. hungry  hirelings  were 
paid  to  debaie  them. 

The  fcripture,  fpeaking  in  general  terms,  fays, 

(5)  by  Mofcs  came  the  law :  but,  ftridtly  fpeaking, 
the  religion,  that  Mofes  taught,  contained  two 
parts,  the  one  the  law^  that  is,  the  r<^gion  of  nar 
ture  clearly  explained  in  writnn  precept,  and  ter- 
ribly enforced  by  threatninga  and  penalties }  the 
pther  the  gofpel^  a  promi£e  of  a  mediator,  and  ao 
exhibition  ot  him  in  vicaripus  facrificesj  the  latter 
aflifted  fenfe,  the  former  required  f4ith.  ^  The 
whole  compoied  a  fine  body  of  religious  fciepce;  it 
was  like  twilight,  light  in  comparifon  with  the 
night  of  paft  ages,  and  darknefs  in  contrail  with 
the  fucceeding  day  of  the  chriftiam  oeconomy* 

This  great  man  had  much  at  heart  the  promul- 
gation of  his  do£trine,  he  direded  it  td  be  infcribed 
on  pillars,  to  be  traofcribed  in  books,  and  to  be 
taught  both  in  publick  and  private  by  word  of 
(6)unouth.  Himfelf  fet  the  estample  of  each,  and 
how  he,  and  Aaron  fermonized,  we  may  fee  by  fe- 
veral  parts  of  his  writings.    The  firft  difcourfe  was 

beard 

(4)  Ifa.  lii.  7.  Rom.  x.  15.  Gen.  xiv.  i2,  j^,  20.  xxi.  33. 
(5)  John  i.  17.  (6)  Deut.  xxviii.  8.  Deut.  vug.  xxxi,  19, 
xvii.  i8.  Numb.  v.   23.  Deut*  iv.-  9* 
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biori    with  profound    reverence  and  attention,  (7) 
the  laft  was  both  uttered,    aftd  received  in  rap- 
tures. (8) 

Pufolick  preaching  does  not  appear  under  this 
ceconomy  to  have  been  attached  to  the  prieflhood^ 
pricfts  were  not  officially  preachers,  and  we  have 
innumerable  inflrances  of  difcourfes  delivered  in  re^ 
ligious  aflemblies  hj  men  of  other  tribes,  befides 
that  of -Levi.  The  Lord  gave  the  word^  and  great 
was  ibe  company  of  tbofe^  that  pubUJhed  it.  Jofhua 
was  an  Ephraimite :  but,  being  full  of  the  fpirit 
of  wifdom^  he  gathered  the  tribes  to  Shechem,  (9) 
and  harangued  the  people  of  God.  Solomon  (i) 
was  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Judah,  Amos  a  herd* 
man  of  Tekoa,  yet  both  were  preachers,  and  one 
at  leaft  was  a  prophet. 

Before  Mofes,  revelation  was  fliort,  and  might 
fafely  be  depofited  in  the  ipemory :  but  when  God 
faw  fit  to  blefs  the  church  with  the  large  and  ne- 
ceflary  additions  of  Moies,.  a  book  became  ne« 
cefl^ry.  This  book  was  the  ftandard,  and  they^ 
^ho  fpoke  not  according  to  this  word^  were  juftly 
accounted  to  have  no  light  in  them.  Hence  the  dif- 
tinftion  between  fcriptural  inftruftors,  who  taught 
according  to  the  law  and  the  teftimonf^  and  were 
called  Seers  \  and  fanciful  declaimers,  who  utoered 
vifions  out  of  their  own  hearts,  and  were  deemed 
MW,  and  thought  to  be  in  a  dream^  that  is  under 
deception.  (s) 

•    The  ignorant  notions  of  pagans,  the  vices  of 
t^ir  pra(5tice^  ^d  the  idolatry  of  their,  pretended 

worfhip^ 

(7)  Ejfod.  IV.  31.  (8)  Dcttt.  xxxiii.  xxxiv.  7,  8.  (9)  Dent. 
Tzxiv.  9.  (1)  Jolbtxxiv.  (3)  I  Sam,  ix.  9*  Ifa.  Jyi.  ip« 
Jcr.  xxiii.  99* 
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worfliip,  were  in  fotne  fad  periods  incorporated 
into  the  Jewilh  religion  bjr  the  princes  of  that  na* 
tion.  Ordinances  were  inftituced  to  ferve  fecular 
purpofes,  and  mercenary  men  were  employed  to 
giver  fan£lion  to  praftices,  which  the  religion  of 

(3)  Mofes  forbad. 

All  the  prophets,  and  all  the  feersprotcfted  againft 

(4)  this  apoftacy,  and  they  were  pcrfecuted  for  do4 
ing  fo.  1  he  apoftacy  became  the  eftabliflied 
worlhip,  and  they,  who  adhered  to  the  pure  original 
ftandard,  either  fled  their  country,  or  concealed 
themfelvcs,  or  lived  under  difgrace.  Firft  the  ten 
tribes,  forming  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  revolted 
thus  from  God,  and  laft  the  little  kingdom  of  Ju* 
dah,  con0fting  of  the  other  two  tribes,  followed 
their  bad  example.  Before  the  defeAion  of  Judah^ 
numerous  refugees  from  Ifrael  found  fandtuary  in 
Judah :     but  after  \t^    they  were  harrafled  in 

(5)  both. 

All  this  time  the  ieers,  as  often  as  they  could^ 
preached  againfl:  the  crimes  of  their  countrymen. 
Shemaiah  preached  to  Rehoboam,  the  princes,  and 

(6)  all  the  people  at  Jerufalem.    Azariah  and  Ha- 

(7)  nani  preached  to  Afa,  and  his  army.  Micaiah 
to  Ahab.  Some  of  them  opened  fchools,  or  houies 
of  inftru£tion,and  th^re  to  their yj^sj,  that  is^  difeipks^ 
taught  the  pure  religion  of  Mofes.  At  Naioth,  in 
the  fuburhs  of  Ram^  there  was  one,  where  Samuel 
dwelt,  there  was  another  at  Jericho,  and  a  third  ac 
Bethel,  to  which  Elijah  and  Elifha  often  reforted. 
Thither  the  people  went  on  Sabbath-days,  and  at 

new 

(3)  I  Kings  xii.  25.  33.  s  Kings  xvi.  ic  (4)  z  Kings 
^^«  ^h  (5)  2  Chiron.  ?n.  13  17,  (6)  a.Chroa,  xii.  5* 
(7)  2  Chron.  xv,  !•  &c,  xvi.  7. 
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new  moons,  and  received  publick  leflbns  of  piety 
and  morality.     Thefe  fchools  were  places  of  wor*  (8) 
lhip»  in  which  prayer  was  offered  to  God,  and  the 
divine  word  taught  to  the  people. 

Through  all  this  period,  there  was  a  difmal  con- 
fufion  of  the  ufeful  ordinance  of  publick  preach*- 
ing.  Sometimes  they  had  no  open  vifion^  and  the 
ward  of  the  Lord  was  precious^  or  fcarce,  the  people 
heard  it  only  now  and  then.  At  other  times,  they 
were  left  wiibout  a  teaching  frieji^  and  without  law. 
And  at  other  feafons  again,  itinerants,  both  princes, 
priefts,  and  Levites,  were  fent  through  all  the 
country  to  carry  the  book  of  the  law,  and  to  teach 
in  the  cities.  In  a  word,  preaching  flourifhed  (9) 
when  pure  religion  grew,  and  whcp  the  laft  de- 
cayed the  firii  was  fuppreifed. 

Thedodrines  taught  in  this  period,  were  chiefly 
theie,  the  perfeAions  of  one  God*-the  governmenc 
of  the  whole  univcrfe  by  his  providence — the  mo- 
ral obligations  of  men — the  precepts  of  the  law, 
and  the  penalties  of  difobedience— the  depravity 
c^  man,  and  the  necefllty  of  renovation — ^the  good 
tidings  of  falvation,  the  approach  of  a  redeemer, 
and  the  neceffity  of  faith,  repentance,  and  univer- 
fal  obedience  to  him,— -a  ftate  of  future  rewards  and 
pUDiIhments — and,  in  effe£t,  the  fame  gofpel, 
that  was  afterwards  more  clearly  revealed  by  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  apollles.  (i) 

Mofes  had  not  appropriated  preaching  to  any 
order  of  men,  he  had  given  a  general  command, 
tboH  Jbalt  teach  the  words  of  this  law^  which  was 

equal 

(8)  I  Sam.  xix.  18.  z  Kings  U.  3.  5.  2  Kings,  iv.  23* 
(9)  I  Sam.  iii.  i.  2  Chron.  xv.  3.  2  Chron.  xvii.  7,  8,  9. 
(i)  Heb.  iv.  2.  1  Pet.  iv.  6.  Gal.  iii.  8. 
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equal  to  faying,  Let  it  be  taught.  Pcrfons,  places^ 
I  times,  and  manners,  were  all  left  open,  and  dif- 
crccionaL  Some  of  the  difcourfes,  which  remain 
to  us,  are  probably  analyfes,  or  abridgments  of 
fermons,  which  were  delivered  at  Urge.  Many 
•were  preached  in  camps  and  courts,  in  ftrects, 
fchools,  cities,  and  villages,  fometimes  with  great 
compofure  and  coolnefs,  at  other  times  with  vehe^ 
mcnt  action  and  rapturous  energy  ;  fometimes  in 
.plain  blunt  ftyle,  adapted  to  the  dregs  of  the  peo- 
ple, at  other  times  in  all  the  magnificent  pomp  of 
£a(lern  allegory  ;  and,  on  fome  occafions,  the 
preachers  appeared  in  publick  with  vifible  lignS'^ 
V  with  implements  of  war,  yokes  of  flavery,  or  fome« 
thing  adapted  to  their  fubjedt.  They,  gave  lectures 
on  thefe,  held  them  up  to  view,  girded  them  on-, 
broke  them  in  pieces,  rent  their  garments,  rolled 
in  the  duft,  and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  methodi 
they  could  devife,  agreeably  to  the  cuftoms  of 
their  country,  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  their  audi- 
tors with  the^nature  and  importance  of  their  doc* 
irines ;  nor  was  it  uncommon  for  the  hearers  to  ex- 
prefs  their  emotioan  during  the  delivery  of  the  fcr* 
mon.  We  bad  enthufiafts  in  England  in  the  lad: 
century,  who  affefted  in  the  fame  manner  a  fpiric 
of  prophecy,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  ancient  Jewifh 
prophets,  preached  by  figns  :  but  they  forgot  they 
were  not  in  the  Eaft. 

The  fermons  of  the  old  prophets  often  produced 
amazing  effefts,  both  in  the  principles  and  morals 
of  the  people.  Single  difcourfes^  at  fome  times^ 
brought  a  whole  nation  to  repentance,  although 
at  other  times  the  grcateft  of  them  complained.  Who 
bath  believed  ^ur  report  ?  All  day  hng  ^e  have  ftr etch- 
ed forth  pur  bands  unto  adifotedient  and  gainfaying 

feoflel 
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fecpU !  In  the  firft  cafe,  they  were  in  extacicj,  (») 
fuch  was  their  benevolence  •,  in  the  laft,  they  re- 
tired in  filence,  and  wept  in  fecret  places.  Sonr? 
in  firft  tranfports  of  pafSon  execrated  the  day  of 
their  birth,  and,  when  deliberation  and  calmnefe 
returned,  committed  themfelvcs,  their  tjouniry 
and  their  caufe,  to  God. 

Thefe  men  were  highly  efteemcd  by  the  pious 
part  of  the  nation,  them  they  confulted  in  doubtful 
cafes,  to  them  they  fled  for  confolation  in  diftrefs, 
and  them  they  fometimes  loaded  with  benefits.  The 
good  Jofiah,  although  he  fometimes  performed  the 
office  of  reading  the  Uw  in  publick,  and  expound*, 
ing  it  hincifelf,  yet  kept  one,  who  was  ftylcd  the 
kinfsfeer^  and  others,  who  were  fcribes,  and  who 
read  and  expounded  the  law  to  him  and  his 
court.  It  had  been  common  with  his  anceftors  (3) 
to  do  the  fame;  Hence  falfe  prophets,  bad  men, 
who  found  it  worth  while  to  afFcft  to  be  good, 
crowded  the  courts  of  princes.  Jezebel  an  idola- 
trcfs  had  four  hundred  prophets  of  Baal,  and 
Ahab,ar  pretended  Worfhipper  of  Jehovah,  had  as 
many '  pretended  prophets  of  his  own  profcflion,  {^) 
Thefe  covered  their  want  of  principle,  with  an 
exterior  like  that  of  the  tt^ie  prophets,  and  even 
went  beyond  them,  witncfs  the  frantick  zeal  of 
thofc,  who  publickly  difputed  with  Elijah,  By 
means  of  thefe  deceivers,  the  faithful  preachers  of 
the  divine  word  funk  into  difgrace.  Zedekiab 
would  nop  humble  himfelf  when  a  Jeremy  fpoke  to  bim 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  The  chief  of  the  priefis 
imitated  the  prince,  and  the  people  them.    The  God 

6f 

(2)  Rom.  X.  16,21.    (3)  a  Chron.  xxxxv.iq,  30.  &c, 
xxxv;  i5.~xxxiv.  18,  &c.    (4)  a  Chron,  xviri.  5. 
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of  tUir  fathers  feni  to  them  by  bis  mejfengers^  nfing 
up  betimes  and  fending :  but  they  mocked  the  mejfengers 
^  God  J  de/pffed  bis  word^  and  mifufed  his  prophets^ 
till  the  wrath  of  the  Lcrdarofe^  and  there  was  no  r«- 
medy.  Into  captivity,  therefore,  for  fcventy  years 
they  were  obliged  to  go. 

The  prophets,  and  good  men,  who  were  carried 
captive  along  with  their  countrymen,  did  not  leave 
their  religion  behind  them.  In  Babylon,  where 
idolatry  was  eftablifhed,  they  profeffed,  and  fuf- 
.  fered  for  non-conformity,  and  alTembled  in  private 
houfes  for  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  there  the  pro- 
phets availed  themielves  of  the  difpenfation  to 
inculcate  the  principles  of  their  religion,  and  to  pof* 
fefs  their  fellow  captives  with  a  lincere  averfion  to 
idolatry.  There,  as  their  former  preachers  had 
foretold,  being  allured  into  a  wildemefs^  and  fur- 
rounded  with  a  hedge  of  thorns^  fo  that  they  could 
not  return  home,  God  hewed  them  by  bis  prophets^ 
and  flew  them  by  the  words  of  his  mouthy  there  he 
fpoke  home  to  their  hearts^  took  aiway  the  names  of 
Baalim  out  of  their  mouths,  and  taught  them  once 
more  to  call  him  IJht\  the  being  to  whom  they 
(5)  were  in  contraft  for  obedience.  To  the  fucceu 
of  preaching,  and  not  to  the  fmart  of  afflidion,  are 
we  to  attribute  the  remarkable  reconverfion  of  the 
Jews  to  the  belief  and  worlhip  of  one  God,  a  con- 
vcrfion  that  remains  to  this  day.  The  Jews  have 
fmce  fallen  into  horrid  crimes:  but  they  have 
never  fince  this  period  lapfed  into  idolatry. 

The  prophet  Ezekiel  was  a  man  extraordinarily 
appointed  tp  preach  to  th^  captives,  and  endowed 
with  fingular  abilities  for   the  execution  of  his 

office, 

(j)  Hofea  ill.  14.  6.  vi.  5^  ii.  14.  17.  i(5. 
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6ffice.  He  received  his  inilru^ons  in  extacies,  (^) 
and  he  uttered  them  generally  in  rapturous  re* 
hetnence.  He  had  a  pkafant  vcice^  and  the  en« 
tire  management  of  it,  he  could  pUtf  xvdl  on  the 
inftrument^  that  is,  he  knew  how  to  difpofe  his  or- 
gans of  ijpeech  fo  as  to  give  energy  by  giving 
proper  tone  and  accent  to  all  he  (poke.  The 
people  were  as  much  charmed  with  his  difcouHes 
as  if  they  been  odes  fet  to  mufick,  he  was  a  lovely 
fong  in  their  ears,  and  they  ufed  xofaj  to  one  ano- 
ther^ Come^  and  let  us  hear  what  is  the  word^  that 
conutb  forth  from  the  Lord.  The  elders  and  (7) 
the  people  aflembled  at  his  houfe,  and  fat  be- 
fore him,  arid  there,  fometimes  in  the  mornings 
and  at  other  times  in  the  evening,  he  delivered 
tho/e  iharp  and  pointed  fermons,  which  are  con- 
tained in  his  prophecy.  One  while  he  preached 
by  figns,  as  the  formerprophets  had  done,  another 
while  he  fmote  with  his  hand,  and  ftamped  with 
his  foot,  when  he  addrefled  them,  trembling  at  their 
depravities,  and  weeping  over  their  calamities. 
His  writings  contain  the  doArines,  which  he 
taught }  and  the  manner,  in  which  he  delivered 
them,  is  in  all  probability  a  pattern  of  the  method 
employed  by  all  the  other  preachers  during  the 
captivity* 

It  (hould  feem,  after  the  Jews  had  rejcdcd  th^ 
true  prophets,  they  were  punilhed  with  multitudes 
of  publick  preachers,  pretending  to  a  fpirit  of 
prophecy.  Thefc  pefts  of  focicty  had  art  and 
addrefs  enough  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  fa- 
vour, and  to  obtain  popularity.  They  fwarmecjk 
every  where,  and  became  the  heavieft  curfe,  that 
was  ever  infliAed  on  a  guilty  world.    The  pro- 

VoL.  IL  c  phets 

(6)  Ezek.  ii.  iii.      (7)  Eaek,  xiav.  30^  Jkc» 
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phcts  held  them  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence,  and  a 
great  part  of  their  miniftry  was  addrefled  to  un* 
maflc  them.  They  defcribed  them  by  every  odious 
image  they  could  invent,  and  they  pointed  out  in 
the  cleareft  manner  the  dreadful  coniequences  of 
their  deteftable  hypocrify. 

Thefe  men  were  the  mere  creatures  of  thofc 
abandoned  tyrants,  ivho  ufurped  the  crown,  and 
they  were  fee  up  to  aflift  their  profligate  creators 
in  defpoiling  the  people  of  their  liberty  and  God 
of  his  glory.  Religion  was  made  an  engine  of 
ftate,  and  thcie  hirelings  were  appointed  to  work 
it*  Jeroboam,  the  firft  manufacturer  of  thefe  de« 
tefted  tools,  made  them  of  the  national  filth*,  he, 
in  mere  policy,  took  the  bafeft  and  moft  depraved 
and  unprincipled  of  the  nation,  and  ordained  them 
miniflers  of  that  motley  religion,  which  he  had  fet 
up  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  ten  tribes  to  the 

(8)  family  of  David.  The  King  of  AfTyria,  with 
views  exaftly  fimilar,  allowed  the  captives  to  per* 
petuate  this  vile  race,  and  we  find  them  in  fia« 

(9)  bylon>  defcribed  and  execrated  by  Ezekiel. 

The  fuccefs  of  thefe  bad  men  is  chiefly  to  bt 

afcribed  to  thefe  four  caufes.    Firft,  they  pretended 

a  divine  rights  and  faid.  The  Lord  faith  fo  and  fo. 

They  were  too  artful  to  profefs  the  truth,   that 

would  have  been.  The  king  faith  fo  and  fo.  The 

lying  fpirit  of  the  devil  fent  us  to  preach  thus  and 

thus :    but  here  was  a  pretended  reverence  of 

God,  and  an  acknowledgement  of  his  authority, 

t*>  Secondly,  they  afl^edted  to  imitate  the  true  pro- 

phets,  till  they  had  obtained  the  popular  plaudit, 

'then  they  dropped  them  into  obfcurity,  and  funk 

them 

(8)  I  Kings  3cii.  26- 32.    (9)  2  Kings  xvii/ Ezek.  xiii. 
(1)  2  Clu-on,  xviii.  3—12—21. 
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them  into  difgrace,  and  at  laft  they  turned  the 
general  odium  over  them^  becaufe  they  continued 
inflexibly  upright,  and  could  not  be  brought  to 
mimick  their  betrayers.  Thirdly,  they  framed 
their  doSrine  and  deportment,  not  by  the  nature 
of  God,  and  the  didb^tes  of  his  written  word:  but, 
on  the  contrary,  by  the  prevailing  paffions  of  the 
bulk  of  their  auditors.  Their  ftudy  was  to  pleafc, 
and  they  faid  and  did  whatever  they  thought 
would  anfwer  that  end.  Fourthly,  they  were  the 
conftant  companions  of  their  admirers,  and  went 
with  them  into  the  perpetration  of  every  crime. 
The  true  prophets  were  irkfome  or  infipid  to  bad 
men;  but  thdfe,  thefe  were  chaplains  exaAly  fuited 
to  their  patrons,  they  could  faft  with  Ahab,  and 
ieafl:  with  JezebeL 

According  to  thofe,  who  had  the  bed  opportu* 
nities  of  knowing  them,  their  qualifications  were 
mean  and  their  diipofitions  wicked.  Hence  they 
are  called  bJind^  ignorant^  dumb  dogs,  that  could  not 
bark — greedf  dogs,  for  their  avarice,  every  one 
looking  for  his  gain  from  his  quarter--^^/>/0p; 
dogs,  for  their  indolence-— i/rnffii:^!^,  frying.  Fetch 
wine,  we  will  fill  ourfelves  with  ftrong  drink,  to* 
morrow  fhall  be  as  to<lay,  and  much  more  abun- 
dant—^y^of/^ri  when  in  profperity,  and  cowards 
in  adverfity— dogmatical  cavillers  about  learning 
and  religion,  while  they  were  deftitute  of  decency, 
civility,  and  common  fenfe — unprincipled  wretches, 
who,  though  they  would  not  fliut  a  door  in  the 
temple^  or  kindle  a  fire  on  the  altar  of  God,  their 
creator,  for  nought^  would  protedt,  applaud,  and 
canonize  the  greateft  criminals  for  a  handful  of 

c  2  barley y 
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harkf^  and  doom  milHons  to  deftru(%ioh  for  a 
(2)pi^ce  of  bread! 

When  the  fevcnty  years  of  the  captivity  were 
expired,  the  captives  were  divided  in  their  opinion 
about  returning.  Some  traded  and  fiourifhed  in 
Babylon',  and,  having  no  faith  in  the  divine  prp- 
mife,   and  too  much  confidence  in  their  fordid 

guides,  cbofe  to  live  where  idolatry  was  the  efta* 
lifhed  religion,  and  defpotifm  the  foul  of  civil 
government.  The  good  prophets  and  preachers, 
2^rubbabelf  Jolhua,  Haggai,  and  others,  having 
ton&dencein  the  word  oiGod,  and  afpiring  after 
their  natural,  civil,  and  religious  rights,  endea^ 
voured  by  all  means  to  extricate  themfelves  and 
.their  countrymen  from  thac  mortifying  ftate,  into 
which  the  crimes  of  their  anceftors  had  brought 
ihem.  They  wept,  fafted,  prayed,  preached, 
prophefied,  and  at  length  prevailed.  The  chief 
jnftrumems  were  Nehemiah  and  Ezra;  the  firft 
was  governor  and  reformed  their  civil  fbte,  the 
hft  waa  a  fcribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  beofOeny 
and  addrefied  himfelf  to  ecclefuftical  matters,  in 
which  he  rmdered  the  noblefl:  fervice  to  his  coun^ 
try,  and  to  all  pofterity. 

£ver  fince  Mofes  had  committed  the  revelationi 
pf  God  CO  writing,  and  had  conmianded  the  book 
CO  be  tranfcribed,  a  great  number  of  ingenious 
ijien«  of  feveral  tribes,  had  taken  up  the  profeflion 
(6f  writing,  and  were  called  fcribes.    The  five 

facred 

^  (2}Uaiahlvi.  j€r.  xsdu.  Eaek.  niC  19.  xxxiir.  Mal« 
I.  10.  ^  Aino&\4L  12,  &c  Jer.  xx.  kc.  Ac  z  Chron.  xviii, 
Zrdekuh  fraotc  Micaiah  on  the  cheek,  and  faid.  Which  way ' 
K^wncdie  Spirit  of  the  Lord  from  mb  to  fpcak  unto  tbee  !  And 
Micaiak  faid.  Thou  fliait  fee  on  that  day,  when  thou  ihalt  rua 
hota  skuaSkx  to  chamber  to  hide  thyfelf*  zi^  24. 
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facred  books  of  Mofes  contained  the  genealogies 
of  all  thcfamiliesof  the  nation,  the  body  of  jurif- 
prudence,  that  dircftcd  all  their  courts  of  law,  the 
whcrfe  ritual  of  the  church,  and  many  other  articles 
of  neceifary  and  daily  uie*  The  prophets  fince 
Mofes  had  added  to  the  infpired  code,  and  by  fa 
doing  had  both  increafed  knowledge,  and  the  ne« 
ceffity  of  numberlefs  fcribcs  todiffufe  it.  Tlic 
men^  who  employed  themlelves  thus  in  tranfcrib- 
ing  the  infpired  writings,  were  called  fcribe^  of 
the  law. 

Tlie  benefit  of  writing  and  records  prefentlf 
became  obvbus,  and  other  feribes  were  loon  em« 
plopped  about  fecular  matters.  There  were  under 
tke  judges  many  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulon,  who  baU'- 
died  tbeftnof  the  writer^  fcribes  who  kept  records. 
Theic  wece  afterward  fcribes  of  the  king^  that  is, 
private  iccceuries;  fcribes  of  the  bofi^  that  is,  fe«- 
cretaries  at  war,  or  conuntfTaries  of  the  arniy ;  and 
the  prafeflion  became  very  honourable  and  lu* 
crative.  This  clafs  of  writers,  I  fliould  call,  for 
4iftindion  (kkcyfeoilar  fcribes. 

Writing,  reading,  giving  a  fcnfc  of  what  is 
written,  ftudying  to  find  out  a  true  fenfe  to  give, 
and  proving  and  fupporting  the  fenfe  given,  go 
tx>gethcr,  and  fcribes  naturally  became  ftudious, 
disputatious,  and  learned  men,  Ezra,  the  re« 
former  of  the  church  at  the  return  from  captivity, 
was  the  mofl:  eminent  of  his  profeffion,  a  reoify 
faribe  in  the  law  of  his  God. 

This  noan  laid  the  foundation  of  reformation  in 
fieligious  principle,  and  he  refted  religious  prin- 
ciple on  that  infallible  rock,  the  word  of  God.  In 
€u-der  to  lay  a  firm  and  good  ground  of  this,  he 
coUedted  and  collated  manufcripts  of  the  facred 

writings. 
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writings,  added  a  few  explanatory  lines^  and  a  few 
anecdotes  (himfelf  was  infpired)  and  arranged  and 
publi(hed  the  holy  canon  in  its  prefent  form:  To 
this  he  added  a  fecond  work,  as  neceffary  as  the 
former;  he  revived,  and  new  modelled  publick 
preaching,  and  exemplified  his  plan  in  his  own 
perfon.  The  Jews  had  almoft  loft  in  the  feventf 
years  captivity  their  original  language,  that  was 
now  become  a  dead  language,  and  chey  fpoke  a 
jargon  made  up  of  their  own  language,  and  that 
of  the  Chaldeans,  and  other  nations,  with  whom 
they  had  been  confounded.  Formerly  preachers 
had  only  explained  fubje&s:  now  they  were  o- 
bliged  to  explain  words,  words,  which  in  the  fa- 
cred  code  were  become  obfblete,  equivocal^  or 
dead. 

Now  alfo  it  b^ame  more  neceflary  than  ever  to 
open  houfes  for  popular  inftru&ion  in  towns  all 
over  the  country,  atter  the  pattern  of  the  fchools 
of  the  old  prophets.  Accordingly,  houfes  were 
created,  nor  for  ceremonial  worfliip,  as  facrificing^ 
for  this  was  confined  to  the  temple :  but  for  moral 
p6edience,  as  praying,  preaching,  reading  the  law, 
divine  worfhip,  and  focial  duties.  Thefe  houfes 
were  called  fynagogues,  the  people  repaired  hither 
morning  and  evening  for  prayer  ;  and  on  Sabbaths 
and  feftivals  the  law  was  read  and  expounded  to 
them.  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  juftice,  that 
learned  men  afcribe  the  following  Jewifh  averfion 
to  idolatry,  and  their  attachment  to  the  law,  to 
conftant  publick  preaching  in  their  fynagogues. 
We  have  a  mort,  but  beautiful  defcription 
(3)  of  the  manner  of  Ezra's  firft  preaching.  Up- 
wards 

(3)  Nehein,  viii. 
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wards  of  fifty  thoufand  people  aflembled   in  a 
ftreet,  or  large  fquare,  near  the  Watergate.     Ic 
was  early  in  the  mornins  of  a  Sabbath-day.    A 
pulpit  of  wood)  in  the  famion  of  a  fmall  tower,  was 
placed  there  on  purpofe  for  the  preacher,  and  this 
turret  was  fupported  by  a  fcaffold,  or  temporary 
gallery,  where,  in  a  wing  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
pulpit,  fat  fix  of  the  principal  preachers,  and  in 
another  on  the  left  feven.     Thirteen  other  princi- 
pal teachers,  and  many  Levites,  were  prefent  alfo, 
on  fcaffolds  ereded  for  the  purpofe,  alternately  to 
officiate.     When  Ezra  afcended  the  pulpit,    he 
produced  and  opened  tlie  book  of  the  law,  and 
the  whole  congregation  inftantly  rofeup  from  their 
feats,  and  ftood.      Then  he  offirred  up  prayer  and 
praife  to  God,  the  people  bowing  their  heads,  and 
worshipping  the  Lord  with  their  faces  to  the 
ground  ;  and  at  the  clofe  of  the  prayer  with  up* 
lifted  bands  they  folemnly   pronounced  Amen^ 
Amen.    Then,  all  (landing,  Ezra,  affifted  at  times 
by   the  Levices,  read  the  law  diftinSfy,  gave  the 
fenfe^  and  caufed  tbem  to  underftand  ike  readif^*  The 
fcrmons  delivered  fo  affedfced  the  hearers,  that  they 
wept  exceffively,  and  about  noon  the  forrow  be- 
came fo  exuberant  and  immeafurable,  that  it  was 
thought  neceflary  by  the  governor,  the  preacher, 
and  the  Levites  to  reftrain  it.     They,  therefore, 
reminded  the  congregation — that  a  juft  grief  might 
run  into  excefs— that  there  was  an  incongruity  be« 
tween  a  feftival  and  lamentation — ^and  that  on  this 
fellival,  there  were  (ingular  cauies  of  extraordinary 
joy,  they  were  delivered  from  captivity,  the  law 
was  reftored,  and  they,  the  very  pooreft  of  them, 
had  been  made  by  the  pains  of  the  preachers  to 
underftand  it. '  Go  your  ^ay^  faid  they,  eattbefai--^ 
drink  the  fweet^end  portions  unto  tbcm^  for  whom 

nothing 
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noiUng  is  prepiN^edi'-^Bt  not  diftouraged— religious 
joy  is  a  people's  ftrengch.  The  wife  and  bent  vcdenc 
fentimcnts  of  thefe  noble  ibuls  were  imbibed  by  the 
whole  congregation,  and  fifty  thoiifand  troubled 
hearts  were  calmed  in  an  inftant.  Home  tbey  re* 
tumid  to  eau  to  drinij  U  fendpariims^  and  ionuike 
nUrtb^  becaufe  tbey  bad  uiderftood  the  wordsy  thai 
fvere  declared  unto  him.  Plato  was  alive  at  this  time, 
teaching  dull  philofophy  to  cold  academicks :  but 
what  was  he,  and  what  was  Xenophon,  or  De- 
mofthenrs,  or  any  of  the  pagan  orators,  in  compa* 
rifon  with  thefe  men ! 

From  this  period  to  that  of  the  appearance  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  publick  preaching  was  univerfal, 
fynagogues  were  multiplied,  there  were  thirteen  in 
his  time  at  Tiberias,  and  at  Jerufalem,  they  fay, 
four  hundred.  In  the  latter  number  mc^  likely 
are  included  profeuchas,  or  fmall  places  for  pri- 
vate prayer. 

The  great  concourfe  of  people,  who  attended  the 
iervice  at  the  fynagogues,  and  the  manifeft  utility 
of  publick  inftrudion,  rendered  fome  fort  of  order 
neceflary.  A  fmall  aflembly,  therefore,  was  form- 
ed of  the  wifeft  and  moft  intelligent  of  the  priefts 
and  fcribes,  thefe  were  a  council,  called  elders, 
and  the  prefident  was  named  ruler  of  the  fyna- 
gpgue.  The  rulers  fometimes  preached  fermon* 
wiie,  at  other  times  inftru£ied  the  people  by  way 
of  queftion  and  anfwer,  and  at  all  times  directed 
who  fliould  fpeak  and  preach  in  the  fynagogue. 

The  fcribes  were  in  their  meridian  glory  in  the 
time  of  Ezra.  He  and  his  colleagues  were  truly 
great  men,  and  their  expofitions  of  holy  fcripture 
were  remembered  long  after  their  deceafe,  and 
quoted  by  their  fucceflors.    Had  fucceflive  fcribes 

quoted 
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quoted  their  tomments  a^  comments,  all  had  been 
well :  but  they  alledged  them  as  law^  and  gave 
them  as  much  authority  as  the  text  itfelf.  This 
vas  fitting  a  dangerous  fnare  for  eager  difputants, 
more  intent  on  gaining  their  argument  than  on 
inyeftigating  the  truth,  and  into  this  temptation 
the  wJwIc  nation  fell.  Hcfnce  came  the  national 
attachment  to  the  traditions  of  the  dders,  and 
hence  the  invention  and  propagation  of  traditions, 
never  heard  of  by  the  elders.  Hence  fefts  arofe, 
and  hence,  in  the  end,  that  inefficiency  of  the  divine 
word,  of  which  our  Lord  complained ;  for,  where 
icripture  is  not  allowed  to  operate  as  hw;  h  is,  in 
ftriftnefs  of  fpeech,  of  no  eflreft. 
.  All  the  fefts  in  the  Jewilh  church  ran  the  fame 
fate  as  elie where,  they  ro&  in  weaknefs,  and  ended 
in  wickednefs.  A  filly,  fuperftitious,  weak  cn- 
diufiait  is  the  natural  founder  of  afeA',  and  a  bold 
villain  is  the  ufual  fupporter  of  it.  The  firft 
pmfelytes  arc  in  earneft,  the  laft  are  knaves. 

It  would  carry  us  too  far  from  our  fubjeft,  were 
we  to  particularize  the  rhe,  the  hiftory,  the  opi- 
nions, and  the  ruin  of  Samaritans,  Pharifees,  Sad-^ 
ducees,  Eflenes,  and  other  religious  parties  in  Ju- 
dca.  They  arc  in  general  pretty  well  known,  and 
the  New  Teftament  gives  us  a  general  idea  of  the 
doftrines  held  by  all  except  the  Eflenes,  who  were 
a  kind  of  recluibs,  Jewiih  monks.  It  is  fufficient 
to  obierve,  each  party  preached,  both  in  Jerufalem, 
and-  in  all  other  parts  of  Jewry ;  and,  when  the  ca- 
Jamities  of  their  own  country,  or  the  profperity 
of  other  places,  induced  them  to  quit  their  native 
foil,  and  to  fettle  elfewhere,  they  built  fynagogues, 
or  met  In  private  houfes^  where,  on  Sabbath  days 
and-fcftivals,  they  worihipped  God,  and  preaching 

Vol.  II.  d  was 
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(4)  was  always  a  part  of  their  fervice.  It  is  noc 
iieceflary  to  give  patterns  of  their  fermons  here^  or 
to  defcribe  their  manner  of  delivering  them.  In 
general,  we  may  remember,  the  Jews  in  this  pe^ 
nod  were  better  known  than  their  anceftors  had 
been  to  the  Weftern  world,  and  they  themfchres 
travelled  into  other  countries  mort^  They  had 
therefore  dropped  many  of  the  ruder  ways  of 
fpeaking  uied  by  the  old  prophets^  and  had  adopt* 
ed  the  more  fedate  and  polilhcd  methods  of 
publick  fpeakers  in  P^sn  fchools,  and  fenates, 
and  courts  of  law.  This  art  imported  into  the 
church  makea  flcepy  fermons  for  the  dog-days. 
Happy  for  them,  had  they  reftcd  here :  but  alas  I 
they  embraced  popular  errors,  and  pagan  vices, 
and  incorporated  both  into  the  religion  of  Mofes^ 
fo  that  in  the  reign  oi  Herod,  who  was  a  creature 
of  the  Emperor  Auguftus,  the  Jewifh  church  was 
funk  to  a  level  with  pagan  temples,  and  all  were 
confidered  as  engines  of  ftate*  Inferior  church-^ 
men  were  in  fubjedion  to  the  high  prieft^  and  the 
hi^h  prieft  himfelf  was  an  officer  of  the  crown. 
Ic  is  eafy  to  guefs  what  preaching  they  had. 

In  thofe  days  appeared  that  fingular  preacher, 
John  the  Baptift.  He  was  extraordinarily  com- 
miffioned  from  heaven  to  announce  the  advent  of 
the  promifed  Mefliab,  and  he  adopted  the  p4an 
formerly  ufed  by  Ezra,  appealing  by  publick 
preaching  to  the  conunon  fenle  of  mankind.  He 
took  Elijah  for  his  modd,  and,  as  the  times  were 
yery  nuich  like  tboie,  in  which  that  prophet  livedo 

bo 

(4)  Phil.  Jad.  de  Sept.  et  Fcft.— — >Baxtorfii  Sjrnageg.^^— ^ 
Wagcnfcil  Tel.  Ign.-^Vitring,  Syaajog.— Along.  Hcptat# 
Tom.  T.  Di<n  2. 
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be  chofe  a  dodriac  4nd  a  method  very  inuchi?e« 
fembliog  thofe  of  that  tenerable  man*  His  fub« 
jc&8  were  few,  plain,  and  important,  repentance 
ivas  the  chief.  His  ftyle  was  vehement,  bis  imagps 
were  bold  and  well  plftcad,  his  deportment  was 
Ibkmnt  his  adbion  eager,  and  his  morals  fevere* 
The  people  fiockcd  in  ^ac  multitudes  after  him»  - 
and  furroundcd  him  with  a  populaifity,  of  which 
bis  enemies  were  afraid.  He  fell,  hpwever,  a  fa- 
crifice  to  female  revenge  at  a  tyrant's  drunken 
bout,  where  defpotifm  gave  whatever  proftitutippi 
require.  Jefus  Chrift  had  been  openly  inp'oduced 
by  John  to  the  knowledge  and  afiedtion  of  the 
people,  and  at  John's  death  Jefqs  appeared  in 
publick  as  a  preacher.  Before  his  minifterial  la- 
bours began,  and  preparatory  to  them»  he  had  that 
vifion  recorded  in  the  firft  eleven  verfes  of  the 
fourth  chapter  of  Matthew^  a  vifion,  asoneofour 
miniflsrs  has  moSi  beautifully  fliewn,  excellently  (sl 
adMtnd  to  the  time  and  purpofe. 

Our  Ljord  Jefus  Chrift  had  been  long  expeded 
to  appear  in  the  Jewifti  church,  as  a  prophet  like 
mto  MrfeSj  and  his  miniftry  had  been  charaderized^ 
as  the  moft  beneficial,  that  could  be  imagined* 
The  people,  therefore,  formed  the  higheft  expeda^ 
tions  of  his  ooconomy,  and  he  framed  it  fo  as  to 
exceed  all  defcription«  He  taugbi  •  •  .  not  as  tbi 
feribes. 

Firft,  inftead  of  deriving  his  doctrine  from  po- 
pular  notions,  human  paSons,  the  interefts  of 
princes,  or  the  traditions  of  priefts,  he  took  it 
immediately  from  the  holy  fcriptures,  to  which  he 
conftantly  appealed*  The  truths  of  natural  reli- 
d  a  ^ioa 
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gion  he  explained  and  eftabliihed  ;  the  do6trines' 
of  revelation  he  expounded,  elucrdated^  and  en-^ 
forced,  and  thus  brought  iife  and  immortality  to 
light  by  the  gofpel. 

Next,  the  doSrines^  which  he  taught,  werd*  all' 
plain  faets— God  is  a  fpipit — God  fent  his  foh  inta' 
the  world,  that  the  world  through  him  might  be 
faved — Mofcs  wrote  of  me — He  that  believeth  on 
him,  that  fent  me,  is  paffcd  from  death  unto  life— 
The  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God-^ 
The  wicked  (hall  go  away  into  everlafting  puniih- 
ment — The  righteous  fhall  go  into  life  eternal^ — 
My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world — The  merciful 
are  happy — Happy  are  the  pure  in  heart — Few 
•find  the  narrow  way,  that  leadeth  to  lifc^-Many 
go  in  at  the  wide  gate,  that  leadeth  to  deilrud^ion. 
—All  thcfe,  and  many  more*  of  the  fame  kind,  arer 
fafts  plain  and  true,  and  they  were  the  fimplc^ 
truths,  which  Jcfus  Chrift  chofe  to  teach. 

Thirdly,  the  motives^  which  he  employed  to  give 
his  doiftrine  energy,  were  not  taken  from  finful 
fccular  things;  but  it  was  urged  home  in  its  truth 
and  importance.  This  fadb  is  irue^  and  there- 
FORE  you  ought  to  believe  it,  whether  the  world 
admit  it  or  not.  That  duty  is  imp&riant  to  your 
health,  to  your  property,  to  your  comfort,  to  your 
falvation^  to  your  pleating  God,  and,  therefore 
you  ought  to  pertorm  it,  whether  the  world  per- 
form it  or  not. 

The  tempersy  in  which  he  executed  his  miniftry,* 
were  the  nobleft,  that  can  be  conceived.  He  was 
humble,  companionate,  firm,  difinterefted,  and 
generous.  Hedifplayedjin  all  the  courfe  of  his  mi« 
niftry,  fuch  an  afTortment  of  properties  as  obliged 
fome  of  his  auditors  tQ  burfl:  into  exclamatory  ad< 
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miration,  hleffed  are  the  papSy  which  ihou  hafi 
fucked  !  others  to  hang  upon  his  lips,  wondering 
at  the  gracious  wordsy  that  proceeded  out  of  his  mouthy 
and  all  to  acknowledge,  never  man  fpake  like  this, 
man !  This  was  not  a  temporary  tide  of  popularity, 
it  was  admiration  founded  on  reafon,  and  all  ages 
iince  have  admired  and  exclaimed  in  like  man« 

Add  to  thefe  the  fimplicity  and  majefty  of  his 
ftyle,  the  beauty  of  his  images,  the  aUemate  foft- 
ncfs  and  fcvcrity  of  his  addrcfs,  the  choice  of  his 
fubje£fcs,  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  deportment,  the 
indefatigablcnefs  of  his  zeal  ....  where 
ftiall  1  put  the  period  ?  bis  perfeftions  are  inex- 
hauftible,  and  our  admiration  is  everlafting.  The 
chara&er  of  Chriil:  is  the  beft  book  a  preacher  can 
Study. 

In  order  to  mortify  human  vanity,  to  convince 
the  world  th^t  religion  was  a  plain  fimple  thing, 
and  that  a  little  common  fenfe  accompanied  with 
an  honeil  good  heart  was  fufficient  to  propagate 
it,  without  any  aid  derived  from  the  cabinets  of 
princes,  or  the  fchools  of  human  fcience,  he  took 
twelve  poor  illiterate  men  into  his  company,  ad«» 
micted  them  to  an  intimacy  with  himfelf,  and, 
after  he  had  kept  them  a  while  in  tuition,  fenc 
them  to  preach  the  good  tidings  of  falvation  to 
their  countrymen.  A  while  after  he  fent  feventy 
more,  and  the  difcourfes,  which  he  delivered  to  . 
each  clafs  at  their  ordination,  are  made  up  of  the 
moft  wife  and  benevolent  fentiments,  that  ever  fell 
from  the  mouth  of  man.  All  the  topicks  are  pure 
theology,  and  all  unpolluted  with  puerile  conceits, 
human  politicks,  literary  dreams,  ecclefiaflricai 
traditions,  party  difputes,  and  all  the  other  dii^ 
graces  of  preaching,    which  thofe  fanftimonious 
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hypocrites,  fcribes,  and  pharilees,  and  pretended 
dodors  and  rabbles  had  introduted  into  it* 

Jefus  Chrift  had  never  paid  any  regard  to  the 
fk€€^  where  he  delivered  his  feroQtons;  he  had 
taught  in  the  temple,  the  fynagogues,  publick 
walks,  and  private  houfes^  he  had  preached  on 
mountains,  and  in  barges  and  fhips.  His  mif<« 
fionaries  imitated  him,  and  convenience  for  the 
time  wa^s  cOnfecration  of  the  place.  He  had  been 
equally  indifferent  to  the  pofture^  he  ftood,  or  far, 
as  his  own  eafe  and  the  popular  edification  re« 
quired.  The  time  alfo  had  been  accommodated  to 
the  fame  end.  He  bad  preached  early  in  the 
morning,  late  in  the  evening,  on  fabbath  days  and 
feftivals,  and  whenever  elfe  the  people  had  leifurci 
and  inclination  to  hear.  It  had  been  foretold,  the 
Meffiah  fhould  not  lift  up^  nor  cry ^  nor  caufe  hisv^c$ 
ie  be  beard  in  tbtftrtets^  that  is,  fliould  nOt  ufe  the 
artifices  of  thofe,  who  fought  for  popularity^  1% 
ihould  feem,  Jefus  Chrift  ufed  very  little  adtion: 
but  that  little  was  jult,  natural,  grave^  and  ex« 
preflive.  He  fometimes  wept,  and  always  felt: 
but  he  never  expreffcd  his  emotions  in  a  theatrical 
manner,  much  lefs  did  he  preach  as  a  drowfy  p^. 
dant  declaims,  who  has  no  emotions  to  exprefs. 

The  fuccefs,  that  accompanied  the  miniftry  of 
cur  Emanuel,  was  truly  aftonifliing.  My  foul 
overflows  with  joy,  my  eyes  with  tears  of  pleafure, 
while  I  tranfcribe  it.  When  this  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs  arofe  with  healing  under  his  wings,  the  difin^ 
terefted  populace,  who  lay  all  negle^ed  and  fpr- 
lorn,  benighted  with  ignorance  and  benumbed 
with  vice,  faw  the  light,  and  hailed  the  brightnefs 
of  its  rifing.  Up  they  fprang,  and  after  him  in 
multitudes  tnen,  women,  and  children  went*    Wa^ 
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he  to.  pafs  a  road^  they  climbed  the  trees  to  fee 
Jijm^  yea  the  blind  fat  by  the  way  fide  to  hear  him 
go  by.     Was  he  in  a  houfe,  they  unroofed  the 
buildiog  to  come  at  him.     As  if  they  could  never 
get  near  enough   to  hear  the  foft  accents  of  his 
.voice,  they  prcfled,  they  crouded,  they  trod  vipon 
one  another  to  furround  him.    When  he  retired 
into  the  wildernef^*    they  thought  him   another 
Mofes,  and  would  have  made  him  a  king*     It  was 
the  fineft  thing  they,  could  think  of.     He,  greater 
than  the  greateft  monarch,  defpifed  worldly  gran- 
deur: but  to  fulfil  prophecy,  fitting  upon  a  bor* 
rowed  afs's  colt,  rode  into  Jerufalem  tbi  Son  of  tb$ 
Hig^%  Aod  allowed  the  tranfported  multitude  to 
ftrewtheway  with  garments  and  branches,  and  to 
aroule  the  infenfible  metropolis  by  acclamations, 
the  very  children  (houting,  Hofa^ndh  I   Hofannab 
in  tbi  bigbefi!  Hofannab  to  tbtfon  of  David!  Blefftd 
h  bij  ibat  comet b  in  tbe  name  of  tbe  Lard  I 
.    The  Rabbles  pretended,  tbe  populace  knew  mt- 
tbe  laWf  and  were  curfed^   and  it  is  certain  they 
ki)cw  not  xhoicgloffes  of  the  law,  which  traditionifti 
aflS:Sted  to  teach :  but  this  ignorance  was  their 
bapptoeis.    It  would  have  been  well  for  the  teach* 
ers,  had  they  never  known  them.     The  populace 
did  know  the  law^  and  often  quoted  it  in  4ts 
true  l^fe*    Whatmyftery  is  there  in  the  ten  com- 
mandments !  or  what  erudition  is  requifite  to  de« 
terniine^  whether  be,  who  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
blind,  were  a  worihipper.of  God,  or  a  finner !     It 
is  a  high  privilege  of  poverty,  that  it  is  a  (late  de* 
gagi,  difengaged,  detached,  unbiafled,  and  nearell 
«f  all  others  wfree  inquiry.     The  populace  arc  not 
worth  poifoning  by  ecclefiaftical  quacks,  for  they 
<:annot  pay  for  the  drugs.     Their  feiifes  of  feeing 
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and  hearing,  their  faculties  of  obfcrving,  reflirft- 
ing,  and  reafoning,  are  all  as  equal,  to  religious 
topicks  as  ihofe  of  their  fuperiors,  and  more  fq, 
bccaufe  unfophifticated.  If  they  apply  themfelves 
to  examine,  their  atceftation  is  a  high  degree  of 
probability,  if  not  a  demonftration.  It  was  glo- 
rioufly  faid  by  a  Blind  beggar  to  a  bench  of  cur- 
.mudgeons,  ff'by  f  herein  is  a  marvellous  ibing^  thai 
yej  with  all  your  great  books  and  broad  phylade- 
ries,  long  titles  and  hard  names,  wife  looks  and 
academical  habits,  know  not  whence  Jefus  is^  andyce 
he  baib  opened  my  eyes.  Now  we^  we  blind  beg- 
gars, we  curfcd  people,  who  know  not  the  law,  we 
who  are  altogether  born  in  fin,  we  know  that  God 
beareih  notfinners.  .  .  If  this  man  were  not  of  God^ 
#5x  he  could  do  nothing. 

This  popularity,  obtained  by  publick  preach- 
ing fuppdrted  by  a  courfc  of  beneficent  aftions, 
many  of  which  were  miraculous,  excited  the  envy 
of  the  leading  churchmen,  and  they  determined  to 
deftroy  Jefus.  They  dare  not  appeal  to  the  pco- 
pie,  his  conilant  auditors  and  companions:  but 
they  pretended  loyalty  to  Caefar,  and  love  to  their 
country,  and  taxed  the  Prince  of  Peace  with 
ftirring  up  fedition.  We  know  the  iffuc.  J-.et  us 
draw  a  vail  over  this  horrid  part  of  the  hiftory  of 
mankind,  and  let  us  pafs  on  to  the  principal  ob* 
jeft  of  our  attention, 

Jefus  Chrift  taught  no  fecrets,  and  he  Iiad  com- 
manded his  apoftles  to  publifh  upon  the  houfe 
tops  what  they  had  heard  in  private  converfation. 
He  charged  them  not  to  decline  the  publick, 
preaching  of  the  divine  word  after  his  death :  but 
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to  preach  it  to  every  creature.  He  promifed  them 
extraordinary  afliftance  for  this  extraordinary 
work,  and  he  fulfilled  his  promife,  and  exceeded 
their  expedations,  about  fix  weeks  after  his  cruci« 
fixion. 

The  birth,  life,  doftrine,  example,  miracles, 
crucifixion,  rcfiarreftion,  and  afcennon  of  Chrift 
made  a  large  addition  to  the  old  fubjefts  of  preach- 
ing. The  old  (Economy  was  a  rude  delineation, 
the  new  was  a  finilhed  piece.  It  was  no  new  doc- 
trine, it  was  an  old  plan  brought  to  perfcftion,  and 
fet  in  finifhed  excellence  to  laft  for  ever.  It  was 
the  religion  of  love  to  God  ani  man  made  obvious 
and  univerfaL 

Chrift,  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  had  likened 
publick  preaching  to  a  concert  of  mufick,  the  grav» 
deep  tones  of  John  the  baptift  were  all  in  perfedl  har* 
mony  with  the  foft  and  lively  airs  of  his  fucceflbrs ; 
a  method  of  inftru6lion  contemned  by  the  partial  : 
but  juftified  by  the  fons  of  true  wifdom.    Agreea-  (7) 
bjy  xo  this  notion,  he  gave  the  holy  Spirit  fo  as  to 
form  a  variety  of  perfcft  preachers,  each  excelling 
in  his  own  fphere.     James  and  John  "wcrc/ons  of 
thunder.     Barnabas  was  zfon  of  confolatign.     Peter  (8) 
was  formed  to  preach  to  Jews,  and  Paul  to  convidt  (9) 
and  convert  Gentiles.     By  this  admirable  oeco-  (i) 
nomy  the  wolf  dwelt  with  the  lamb  ^  the  leopard  lay 
down  with  the  kidj  the  calfy  the  young  lion^  and  the 
fatUng  zSbcAzitA  together y  and  a  little  child  m\^x.  have 
kd  tbem.    Afluredly  they,  who  have  made  them-/^% 
fclves  ftandards  of  excellence,  and  have  required  of 
all  others   uniformity  to  themfelves,  have  neither 

Vol.  II.  c  underftood 

(7)  Mat.  xi.  17,  &c.     (8)  MarkiiL  17.     (9)  Afls  iv.  36. 
(1)  Gal.  u.  7,  8.     (2)  Ifaiah  xi.  6. 
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undcrftood  the  world  of  nature  nor  the  oeconomy 
of  redemption. 

The  apoftles  exaftly  copied  their  divine  mafter. 
They  confined  their  attention  to  religion,  and  left 
the  urhools  to  difpute,  and  politicians  to  intrigue; 
Their  doftrines  were  a  fet  of  fads  of  two  forts. 
The  firft  were  within  every  man*s  obfcrvation,  and 
they  appealed  for  the  truth  of  them  to  common 
fenfc  and  experience.  The  others  were  fafts, 
which  from  their  nature  could  be  known  only  by 
teftimony.  To  the  truth  of  thefe  they  bore  wit- 
nefs,  and  avowed  the  credibility  of  their  evidence. 
The  firft  required  reafoning,  the  laft  faith,  Thefe 
doftrines  they  fuppofted  entirely  by  evidence,  and 
neither  had,  nor  required,  fuch  affiftance  as  human 
laws  or  worldly  policy,  the  eloquence  of  the 
fchools  or  the  terror  of  arms,  the  charms  of  money 
4or  the  tricks  of  tradefmen  could  afibrd  them. 
Their  gofpel  was  a  Cmple  tale,  that  any  honeft 
man  might  tell.  As  to  all  the  circumftantials  of 
publick  preaching,  time,  place,  gefture,  ftyle;  ha- 
bits, and  fo  on,  it  was  their  glory  to  hold  thefe 
.  indifferent,  and  to  be  governed  in  their  choice  by 
a  fupremc  attention  to  general  edification. 

Great  was  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  venerable  men; 
Their  fervices  were  highly  acceptable  to  God,  to 
whom  they  were  a  fweeS  favour  of  Cbrifi\  they  dif- 
fufed  the  knowledge  of  him  in  cv^ry  place^  and  ht 
made  them  always  triumph  in  Chriji^  he  opened  door s^ 
<3)  into  which  they  entered,  znd  preached  Cbrift^s  gofpel. 
They  formed  multitudes  of  religious  focietics, 
called  churches,  and  they  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
them  choofe  from  among  themfelves  honeft  and 
able  men  to  preach  the  divine  word,  and  to  admi- 

nifter 
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niftcr  the  Handing  ordinances  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  in 
the  abfence,  and  afcer  the  death  of  the  apoftles. 
Thcfe  were  called  biJhapSy  infpedors,  oxfeerSy  as  the 
old  prophets  were,  and  he,  who  wants  to  be  in^ 
formed  that  this  primitive  brother  was  not  a  lord 
in  lawn,  wants  at  the  fame  time  to  be  told,  that  if 
a  child  want  bread  his  parent  fhould  not  give  him 
a  fione^  if  he  wifh  iorfi/h^  he  fhould  not  be  mortified 
with  zfcorpion. 

The  high  cfteenx,  in  which  chriftians  held  the 
apoftles,  excited  the  envy  of  bad  men,  and  they 
prefently  poured  themfelvcs  into  chriftian  churches 
to  (hare  the  benefits.  Thefe  afted  over  ag^in  the 
part  of  the  old  falfe  prophets,  and  they  were 
treated  by  the  apoftles  as  the  true  prophets  had 
treated  the  former  impoftors.  They  fprcfaw,  how- 
ever, and  foretold,  that  men  of  this  fort,  after  their 
deceafe,  would  proftitute  religion  to  worldly  pur« 
(pofes,  and  aflbciate  the  fpirit  of  the  devil  with  the 
profeOion  of  chriftianity.  They  knew  the  weak* 
Mk  of  fon^  pious  men,  and  thedefperate  proje&s 
.  of  the  wicked.  They  remembered  the  ftate  of  the 
Mofaical  oeconomy,  and  they  recolle&ed  the  pro- 
phecies of  their  divine  m*fter.  They,  therefore, 
apprized  fucceeding  chriftians  of  their  danger,  by 
defcribing  the  men,  by  direding  the  fervants  of 
Chrift  to  adhere  to  the  written  word,  and  whenever 
apoftates  (bould  arrive  at  power  enough  to  fet 

up  ANOTH,£«.  STANDARD  OF  FAITH  AND  MANNERS, 

to  withdraw  from  them.     They  affured  them,  they  ^^ 
would  be  perfecuted:  but  they  charged  them  to 
.  e  2  ftand 

(4)  Tbg/e  things  teach.  •  •  If  any  man  teach  otherwife^ 
and  confent  not  to  wholefome  words,  even  the  words  ofow 
L9rd  J ifus  Chrift  •  .  from  fuch  WITHDRAW  thyfelf,  1  Ti»# 
yif  3*  6.    2  Thcii;  iii*  6, 
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ftand  firmly  in  chriftian  liberty,  and  to  hold  faft  both . 
t.\  the  FAITH  and  the  profession  of  it,  and  they  pro*, 
mifed  them  the  prefence,  the  bleffing,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  God.     They  never  fo  much  as  hinted,  that 
the  church  might  let  itfelf  to  the  (late,  that  any  had 
a  right  to  give  laws  to  confcience,  to  appoint  cere- 
monies of  ^divine  worfliip,  and  to  enforce  both  by 
penal  fanftions :  but,  confidering  Chrift  as  having 
jinijhed  his  religious  plan,  charged  their  fucceffors 
to  keep  what  they  had  committed  to  their  truji  unfpot- 
ted  andunrebukeable  until  thefeeond  appearing  ofjefus 
(6)  Chrift.    The  longcft  liver  of  thele  infpired  men 
defcribed  in  bold  allegorical  ftyle,  like  that  of  the 
old  prophets,  the  nature  and  duration  of  the  apo- 
ftacy,  and  clofcd  the  holy  canon  by  thrcatning  all, 
(.7)  who  ftiould  increafe  or  diminilh  the  divine  word. 
Here  we  are  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  hiftory 
of  publick  preaching,  at  which  a  confiftent  chrif- 
tian, efpecially  an  uniform  proteftant^  ought  to 
paufe,  in  order  to  form  a  juft  notion  of  the  perfec- 
tion erf  the  pulpit.     Here  we  have  the  whole  of 
the  revealed  will  of  God,  the  whole  body  of  chrif- 
tian fcience,    confequently,   a  perfeft    preacher, 
whatever  opinions  and  doArines  he  may  hereafter 
meet  with  in  the  future  hiftory  of  preaching,  will 
think   himfelf  thoroughly  furnijhed  unto  every  good 
worky  although  he  diftielicve  them  all.    Future 
preachers   may  be  counfel  on  different  fides   of 
queftions,  which  may  arifc:  but  not  a  foul  of  them 
may  give  law.     No  mortal  may  hereafter  afc«nd  an 
eminence,  and  fay,  You  have  heard  tjie-gofpcl  fay 
fo  and  fo:  but  I  fay  the  direft  contrary. 

Here  we  have  all  the  genuine  motives  and  fup- 

ports 

{5)  Hcb.iy.  14.    X.  23.      (6)  i  Tim.  vi,  13.  I4r 
(7)  Rcv.^xu.  \8,  ig. 
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ports  of  the  facred  fyftem;  truth  fupportcd  by 
reafon   and  argument,  chriftian    inftitutes   main^ 
tained  by  motives  pure  and  chriftian  like  them- 
felves,  confequently,  a  perfeft  preacher,  how  zea- 
lous foever  he  may  be  to  propagite  chriftianity, 
will  not  think  himfelf  authorized  either  to  ex« 
change  thefe  motives  for  others  of  a  fecuiar  kind,  6t 
to  incorporate  thefe,  which  have  been  tried  and 
found  to  be    mighty  through  God  to  bring  every 
thought  into  obedience  to  Chr^y  with  fuch  as  fupporc 
civil  ftates  and  trading  companies.     Should  future 
hiftory  {hew  him  a  fet  of  men  rifing  up  in  the 
church,  and  procuring  from  kings  charters  toem-^ 
power  them  to  trade   in  divinity,  and  affigning 
them  a  fet  of  opinions  as  a  company's  ftock  to 
traffick  with,  he  would  not  think  himfelf  obliged 
to  pawn  his  foul  to  raife  a  fum,  that  might  enable 
him  to  buy  in  and  traffick  too. 

.  Here,  in  the  doftrine  of  Christ,  is  W/  the  mef- 
fagc,  and  in  the  examplcof  Christ  the  only  rigbi 
manner  of  deliveripg  it.  Pailion  may  think  the 
fyftem  wants  heat— Pride  may  imagine  it  wants 
ornamentsi— blind  zeal  may  fuppofe  it.  wants  power 
'  —the  voluptuous  may.  fay.  It  is  not  pleaiure— >- 
black  robes  may  declare  it  is  not  learned — long 
robes  may  vow  it  is  not  law-**thcrc  may  be  found 
coxcombs  or  lunaticks,  who  may  deny  it  even 
comntion<  fenfc— ^yea  knaves  or  idiots  nftay  take 
heart,  and  call -it  a  cheat — But  what  fays  the  cool  . 
confident  chriftian  ?  What  have  thoufands  of  fuch 
men  faid?  Why  they  have  furveyed  the  chriftian 
religion  neat  as  it  came  out  of  the  hands  of  its  di- 
vine creator,  Chrift  the  Lord  of  this  new  world, 
and  proclaimed.  Behold!  it  is  very  good!  Who  is 
tins  that  d^rhtHtb  counfd^  words  without  kno^kdgt  I 
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Give  glory  ioGody  revealed  religion  refemWes  the 
natural  world,  each  came  from  the  fame  wifdom, 
and  each  is  analogous  to  the  other,  petfeS  and  tn* 
tire^  and  lacking  nothing. 

The  apoftles  being  dead,  every  thing  came  to 
pafs  cxadtly  as  they  had  foretold.  The  whole 
chriftian  fyftem  underwent  a  miferable  change^ 
preaching  fliared  the  fate  of  other  inftitutions,  and 
this  glory  of  the  primitive  church  was  turned  in- 
to a  lie.  The  degeneracy,  however,  was  not  im- 
mediate, it  was  flow  and  gradual,  and  brought  ob 
foy  degrees,  jufl  as  a  modeft  youth  becomes  a  pro* 
fiigate  man. 

.  Before  any  man  takes  up  the  writings  of  thofe 
vninfpired  authors,  whom  we  call  Fathers,  tt 
«^ould  be  well  to  read  S.  Luke's  introdu6tion  to 
his  gofpel.  Many  have  taken  in  band  to  fetfcrtb  .  . 
a  declaration  of  tbofs  things^  tvbicb  are  mofi  furely 
believed  anung  us  .  .  *  but  it  feemed  good  to.  me  •  « 
^ving  bad  perfiS  undetfianding  of  all  tbings  fr^n 
tbe  veryfirft^  to  write  unto  tbee^  in  order ^  moft  excellent 
itbeopbilus.  It  feems,  the  loveof  writing,  and  of 
becoming  authors  early  pofleOed-  fame  good 
chriftians,  who  had  not  a  ferfeS  underftandiiig  of 
.  the  fufcgefts,  of  which  they  wrote.  "  Wcccrtain- 
ly  believe  the  principal  articles,  which  they  declanc : 
but  not  as  they  declare  them.  I  write  that  thou 
mayeft  know  tbe  certainty  of  thofe  things ;  for  they 
defcribe  them  fo  as  to  render  them  doubtful."  Wc 
take  no  notice  of  the  force  of  the  original  terms; 
it  is  plain,  this  is  the  general  meaning  of  the 
Evangelift. 

Clement  of  Rome,  Ignatius,  Polycarp,  Irenaeus, 
and  oth^r  fathers  neareft  the  times  of  the  apoftles 
weie  writers  of  this  kind.    Clement  of  Alexandria 

wa^ 
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was  a  very  good  man,  he  preached  to  the  church, 
and  taught  fchool,  and  his  mifcellames  rc\2iy  {^LxrXy  il) 
ftand  for  a  p?ittern  of  the  wholes  chriftianity  is 
there :  but  how  fadly  mixed  and  mifmatchcd  with 
pagan  philofophy  and  Jewifti  allegory,  the  thun- 
ders of  an  apoftle  with  the  fquibs  of  an  enthu- 
fiaft !  The  partiality  of  a  fcholar  for  his  tutor,  the 
love  of  a  profelyte  for  his  cafuift,  and  a  thoufand 
other  incidents  may  have  prelerved  old  letters  and 
papers,  which  charity  would  have  buried  in  obli- 
vion, into  which,  in  all  probability,  the  manly 
works  of  fome  primitive  bifhops  have  funk. 

Some  wifhed  to  convert  pagan  philofophers^ 
they,  therefore,  philofophized  too,  and  proved 
Mofcs  and  Chrift,  by  Sophocles  and  Plato.  Others 
longed  for  Jewilh  profelytes ;  the  Jews  loved  alle- 
gory; chriftianity  then  was  allegorized.  Some 
endeavoured  to  convert  the  pagan  populace ;  the 
populace  loved  finery  •,  the  ceremonies  of  chriftia- 
nity, then,  were  adorned.  Others  hoped  to  re- 
commend religion  to  gentry  \  the  pulpit,  then, 
was  fct  by  the  laws  of  the  theatre,  went  by  thtf 
rhetorick  of  Ariftotle,  and  was  known  to  be  good 
by  keeping  time  with  the  maxims  of  TuUy.  This 
was  a  degradation  of  the  wifdom  of  God  unworthy 
of  men^  who  fincerely  believed  the  fpirituality  and 
divinity  of  the  word  of  God.  With  thefe  premo- 
nitions, we  look  into  the  churches  after  the  death 
of  the  apoftles. 

Ic  muft  be  allowed,  in  general,  that  the  fimpli- 
city  of  chriftianity  was  maintained,  though  undef 
gradual  decay,  during  the  firft  three  centuries. 
Chriftians  aftembled  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week 

for 
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for  publick  worlhip.  Prayer  was  offered  to  the 
deity  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Pfalms  and 
hymns  were  fung  in  praife  of  God  the  creator,  the 
preferver,  and  redeemer  of  men.  The  facred  writ- 
ings were  read.  The  word  of  God  was  preached, 
its  doftrines  explained,  and  its  duties  enforced. 
The  ignorant  were  clafled  in  focictics  and  inftruft- 
cd.  They,  who  underftood  the  doctrine  of  Chrift, 
were  admitted  members  of  the  church  by  baptifm 
on  their  own  profeflion  of  faith  and  repentance. 
The  death  of  Chrift  was  commemorated  as  he 
had  appointed.  The  churches,  having  no  other 
fupport,  refted  wholly  upon  religious  princi- 
ple, and  the  chief  attention  of  the  bifhops 
and  teachers  was  to  diffeminate  that ;  confcquent- 
ly,  publick  preaching  was  frequent,  plain,  popu- 
lar,  and  powerful ;  and  although  there  arc  many  ex- 
ceptions, cfpecially  among  the  Origcnifts,  yet 
during  this  period  chriftianity  made  a  rapid  and 
Wtcnfivc  progrefs,  and  its  fuccefs  was  wholly 
owing  to  inftruftion  fupported  by  argument  and 
example. 

The  next  five  centuries  produced  many  pious 
^nd  excellent  preachers,  b^th  in  the  Latin  and 
Greek  churches.  The  doftrinc,  however,  con- 
tinued to  degenerate,  and  the  pulpit,  along  with  all 
other  inftitutes,  degenerated  with  it.  It  is  im- 
poffible,  in  this  Ikctch,  to  inveftigate  particulars : 
we  will  juft  take  a  curfory  general  view. 

The  Greek  pulpit  was  adorned  with  fome  elo- 
quent  orators.  .Bafil,  Bifhop  of  Caefarca,  John 
Chryfoftom,  preacher  at  Antioch,  and  afterwards 
patriarch  (as  he  was  called)  of  Conftantiqople,  and 
Gregory  Nazianzen,  who  all  flourilhed  in  the 
fourth  century,  fecm  to  have  kd  the  faftiion  of 
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preaching  in  the  Greek  church.  Jerom  and 
Augulline  did  the  fame  in  the  Latin  church..  Had 
the  excellencies  only  of  thefe  great  men  been  imi- 
tated by  their  contemporaries  and  fucceflbrs,  the 
imitators  would  have  been  competent  orators  :  but 
very  far  from  able  minifters  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment :  but  their  very  defeds  were  adopted  as  pul- 
pit endowments. 

The  Greeks  called  fermons  Homlies^  that  is^ 
publick  difcourfes  fpoken  to  the  common  people,  ^gj^ 
The  Latins  named  them  at  firft  traSiSy  or  treatifes, 
that  is,  publick  difcourfes  in  which  fubje£ts  were 
ftated,  argued,  and  thoroughly  difcuffedv  after- 
ward they  called  them  fermons,  ovfpeecbes^  per- 
haps feme  fermons  were  nothing  more !  (9) 

Preaching  was  not  originally  afligned  to  any 
particular  order  of  men:  but  in  this  period  the 
pulpit  was  thought  worth  inclofing,    and  mono- 
polizers were  ready  to  rent  and  improve  it.     Jefus 
Chrift  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judaby  of  which  tribe 
Mofesfpake  nothing  concerning  priejibood:  yet  it  was  (i) 
lis  cu^om  to  read  and  expound  in  a  fynagogue 
every  Sabbath  day.   When  Paul  and  Barnabas  went  (2) 
into  the  fynagogue  at  Antioch  on  the  Sabbath  day  and 
fat  dowMj  after  the  reading  of  the  law  and  the  pro^ 
pbetSy  THE  RULERS^/  the fynagoguc fcnt  to  intrcac 
them  to  greach,  with  which  complaifant  invitation 
Paul  inftantly  complied.    When  Chriftian  affcm-  (3) 
blies  firft  met,  ally  who  had  ability,  might  preach 

one 

(8)  O^oXia  ab  ofu^  multitado-vulgus-plebs. 

(9)  Auguft.  TraSatus  in  Joan.— Gaadent.  Brixxcns.  Epirc. 
Traaatus  varii.— — Vi^kor  utic.  Lib.  i,—— Vincent.  Lerin^ 
cxl, 

(1)  Heb.  vii.  14.  (z)  Luke  m  15, 16.  (3)  A£lsxiii.  14, 15* 
Vol.  II.  f 
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(4)  one  by  one.  Yea,  the  very  women  under  both 
ceconomies  prophefied,  that  is,' uttered  in  publick 
the  higheft  fort  of  inftrudion  by  preaching.  The 
latter  was  prohibited  by  the  apoftkof  the  Gentiles 
for  excellent  reafons :  but  it  is  yet  fuppofcd  by 
fomc  chriffians  to  have  been  only  a  local  or  tem- 
porary prohibition.  Let  me  have  the  honour  of 
faying  one  word  here,  by.  way  of  apology  for  the 
preaching  part  of  the  fair  (ex.  They  revere  the 
authority  of  S.  Paul :  but  they  underftand  him, 
with  fome  expofitors,  in  that  fenfc,  which  beft  a- 
grecs  With  their  inclination  to  pleafc  the  other  fex  by 
.  chatting.  They  fay.  Gentlemen  in  lawns  and  gowns 
and  hoods,  and  rings  and  rofes  and  trinkets,  clad 
in  the  attire,  and  difplaying  the  delicacy  of  ladies 
in  the  pulpit,  excited  in  them  a  ftrong  prejudice 
in  favour  of  female  claim.  They  fay,  a  congre- 
gation confiding  of  twelve  frequently  contains  ten 
df  their  fex,  and  where  an  unpenfioned  majority  is 
for  them,  who  (hall  be  againll  them  !  Befide,  they 
are  provoked  to  fpeak,  for  they  arc  wearied  with 
liilening  year  after  year  to  what  is  not  worth  hear- 
ing. They  add,  they  are  able  at  all  adventures, 
to  put  a  prieft  in  petticoats  to  the  blufli,  by  con- 
trafting  their  ufurpations  with  his,  as,  for  example, 
their  harmlefs  pulpit  le&ures  with  his  grave  de- 
finitions and  invelligations  be^un  with  a  religious 
oath,  and  finifhed  with  a  canonical  curie;  We  have 
prated,  fay  they,  but  never  perfecuted:  tattled 
nonfenfe,  but  Ihed  no  human  blood:  befide,  to 
make  a  lady  head  of  the  church,  and  yet  deny  the 
fex  the  liberty  of  preaching  to  the  members,  is  ge- 
nuine re&ificd  fpirit  of  myftery, 

/  To 


(4)  I  Cor.  adv.  3r. 
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To  return.  For  feme  time  preaching  was  com« 
mon  to  biihops»  eld<ers,  deacons,  and  private  bre- 
thren in  the  primitive  chqrch :  ki  procefs,  it  was 
rcftrained  to  the  bifliop,  and  to  fuch  as  he  Ihould 
appoint.  They  called  the  appointment  ordinationt 
and  at  lafl:  attached  I  know  not  what  ideas  of 
myfterj  and  influence  to  the  word,  and  of  domi- 
nion  to  the  bilhop,  who  pronounced  it.  The 
word  orddn  was  originally  equal  to  afpoinij  and  if 
twenty  chriftians  nominated  a  man  to  inflru& 
them  once,  the  man  was  appointed  or  ordained 
a  preacher  for  the  time.  If  they  requeftcd  him  to 
continue  to  inftrud  them,  he  was  reputed  to  be 
ordained  or  appointed  their  minifter  in  future,  as 
long  as  they  pieafed.  Thefe  nominations  wene  ac-* 
companied  with  prayer,  and  femetimes  with  the 
bieffing  and  good  wiihes  of  the  feniors,  expreffisl 
by  the  old  cuftom  of  laying  the  hand  upon  the 
head.  From  thefe  iimple  tranfadUons  came  in 
proceis  of  time  a  longer  train  of  abfurdities  than  I 
have  room  to  relate.  ( j) 

When  a  bifhop  or  preacher  travelled,  he  claim- 
ed no  authority  to  exercife  the  duties  of  his  func« 
tion,  uolefs  he  were  invited  by  the  churches,  where 
he  attended  publick  worflup.  The  primitive 
churches  had  no  idea  of  a  bifhop  at  Rome  pre-.^ 
itiming  to  diftate  to  a  congregation  in  Africa^ 
Nothing,  however,  was  more  common  than  fuch 
friendly  vifits  and  fermons  as  were  then  in  prac« 
lice.    The  churches  thought  them  edifying.    In 

ca& 

(5)  Orig^  Horn,  i,  in  Pfal.  37.-^Hieron.  Epift.  ad  Nep.-« 
Chryfoft.  Horn.  De  incomprelu  Deo.  De  Aiutliein.  adv., 
Judsos.— Euieb.  Hifl.  lib*  vi.  c.  i9.-«See  A&a  vi,  5,  |^« 
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cafe  the  bilhop  were  fick,  or  abfcnt,  one  of  the 
(6)  deacons,  or  fomctimes  a  fhort-hand  writer  ufcd  to 
read  a  homily,  that  had  been  preached,  and  per- 
haps pijbliflied  by  fome  good  minifter,  and  fome- 
times  a  homily,  that  h^  been  preached  by  the 
jy)  bifhop  of  the  church. 

We  have  great  obligations  td  primitive  notaries, 
forlthey  very  early  addreffed  *themfelves  to  take 
down  the  homilies  of  publick  preachers.  Some- 
times the  hearers  employed  them,  fometimes  the 
preachers,  and  fometimes  themfelves.  For  this 
purpoie  they  carried  writing  tablets  waxed,  and 
ftyles,  that  is,  pointed  irons,  or  gravers,  into  the 
aflembly,  and  ftood  round  the  preacher  to  record 
what  he  faid.  It  was  a  chara&er  to  a  publick 
fpeaker  to  be  attended  by  thefe  fcribes  ;  for  pri- 
mitive chriftians,  never  complaifant  in  matters  of 
confcience,  would  not  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  taking  down  the  fermons  of  a  patriarch,  if  they 
did  not  like  his  preaching.  They  fay  no  body 
would  write  after  Atticus,  patriarch  of  Conftanti- 
nople  -,  for,  though  he  had  a  great  name,  he  was 
accounted  but  an  indifferent  preacher.  The  peo- 
ple thought  once  hearing  enough  of  all  confcience 
for  a  bad  fermon.  From  the  labours  of  thefe  men, 
(S)  we  derive  many  a  huge  folio. 

What 

(6)  Communio  peregrina.  Albafpin.  Obf.  Ecclefiafi. 
1,  i.  3. — Eufeb.  V.  23.— .Conftit.  Apoh  1.  ii.62. 

(7)  Synod.  Valens.  Can,  iv.  Si  quis  epifcopus^  vcl  prcfby- 
ter  ob  in£rjnitatem  ipfe  praedicare  non  poflit,  a  diaconh  m 
ccdcfia  homilix  patrum  rccitentur.— -Affiftenti  plebi  eft  per 
uHarimm  expofitio  reciuta.    Greg.  M.  in  troUg,  HwniL 

(8)  Eufeb.  lib.  vi.  22.— Gandent.  Bnx.  1  raaatas  (xvii.) 
f^m^mrundam  dwMM  notarii .exceperunt.-^Sozom.  Hift. 
L.  viii.  27.-^Auguft.  Serm.  vi.  de  fandis. 
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What  a  multitude  of  not  impertinent  queftions 
might  be  afked  here  I  Can  we  afcertain  the  motives 
of  all  thefe  writers  ? — Can  we  tell  which  are  cor- 
rcded  copies  ? — .Is  it  quite  fair  to  determine  the 
whole  charafter  of  a  preacher  by  one  extempore 
cffufion  ? — Were  none  of  the  writers  in  a  hurry  to 
get  his  own  copy  firfi:  to  market,  and  are  the  mod 
quick  always  the  moft  corredt  ?— Are  we  fure  the 
preacher  fpoke  clearly,  and  ha,d  no  hoarfenefs,  no 
cold,  no  impediment? — ^Can  we  anfwer  for  the 
writer's  quick  hearing,  or  the  people's  filence  ?  Fa- 
thers have  been  quoted  as  fcriptufc :  but  fcripture 
was  not  taken  thus.  They  have  been  alledged  in 
proof  of  every  thing,  and  well  they  might!  If  the 
populace  then  refembled  the  populace  now,  the 
jnoft  nonlenfical  fermons  were  the  moft  faleable* 

The  deacons  placed  themfelves  round  the  pul- 
pit, and  before  fermon  one  of  them  cried  with  a 
Joud  voice.  Silence — hearken — or  fomething  (imilar. 
This  was  repeated  often,  if  neceflary  ;  1  fuppoie 
at  proper  paufes,  when  the  preacher  ttopped.  (§) 
Their  n)anners  were  different  from  ours :  but  real- 
ly our  manners  want  fome  of  their  cuftoms.  It 
might  do  fbme.drowfy  folks. good  to  be  alarmed 
every  five  or  ten  minutes  with — Mind  what  you 
0re  about — Let  us  lijien — Jttend  to  the  word  of 
God. 

Some  affirm,   that  all  the  primitive    biChops 

.preached  in  a  gown,  or  a  furplice,  or  a  fomething, 

which  Eufebius  calls,  TrilaXovy  and  which  he  fays, 

S.  John   being    a    prieft   wore.      Had  S.  John 

thought  veIkKov  neceflary  to  a  good   fermon,  he 

would 

{9)  Chryfoft.  Horn.  A&,  xix.— — Clem.  Conftit,  ApoL 
viii.  15. 
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would  have  left  in  his  writings  fome  dire£i:ion  how 
God,  who  enjoined  it,  choic  to  have  it  made.  The 
diredions  of  Mofes  for  the  habits  of  Aaron  are  fo 
plain,  that  any  habit-maker  could  work  by  them 
to  this  day :  but  as  for  the  apoftle's  7ri7«A«y,  we 
know  nothing  about  it.  Eufebius  picked  up  a 
fcrap  of  a  letter  of  one  Polycrates,  there  he  found 
TTslaXoyy  and  there  we  leave  it.  It  is  not  improba- 
ble, that  fome  good  preachers  might  not  have 
cloaths  fit  to  appear  in,  efpecially  the  itinerant 
brethren,  fuch  as  the  apoflles,  and  others  after 
them,  who  travelled  and  preached.  Would  it  be 
wonderful,  if  a  congregation  had  kept  a  decent 
clean  habit,  that  would  cover  all,  for  the  ufe  of 
fuch  poor  men  as  came  among  them  !  The  fur- 
plice  was  copied  from  the  Jewilh  worihip,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  worn  by  all,  who  officiated  in  facred 
things:  but  this  was  in  the  latter  part  of  this  pe- 
riod, when  preachers  were  become  priefts  in  name, 
and  princes  in  fa£b. 

The  fathers  differed  much  in  pulpit  aftion,  the 
greater  part  ufed  very  moderate  and  fober  gefturc. 
Paul  of  Samofeta  ufed  to  ftamp  with  his  foot,  and 
ftrike  his  thigh  with  his  hand,  and  throw  himfelf 
into  violent  agitations:  but  be  was  blamed  for  k 
(i)  by  his  contemporaries.  They  thought  his  a£tioa 
theatrical,  and  improper  in  a  church;  and  yet  in 
every  church  the  people  were  allowed  and  even 
exhorted  to  applaud  the  preacher  by  ihouting  and 
clapping  their  hands  at  the  clofe  of  a  period,  as  at 
the  theatre,  or  in  the  forum.  The  firft  preachers 
delivered  their  fermons  all  extempore,  and  they 
ttudied,  while  they  preached,  the  countenances  of 
their  auditors,  to  fee  whether  thedoftrine  wercun- 

derftood« 

(i)  Eufeb.  vU.  29, 
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dcrftood.  The  people  endeavoured  to  exprcfs 
their  fcntimcnts,  mod  likely  at  firft  by  a  look,  a 
nod,  a  fhake  of  the  head,  or  a  lifting  of  the  hand. 
At  length  this  rofe  up  to  loud  acclamations  and 
clappings ;  and  the  preachers  perceiving  the  abufe 
preached  it  down.  (a) 

Paul  of  Samofeta  ufcd  to  fcold  at  the  people, 
when  they  did  not  fhout  and  applaud  him,  Ic 
happened  often  their  applaufe  was  no  praifej 
They  applauded  what  they  did  not  underftand. 
Auftin  one  day  propofcd  a  qucftion  tO'himfelf  to 
anfwer  in  preaching.  The  anfwer  might  have 
defcrved  applaufe  had  he  given  it :  but  the  congre- 
gation  fell  a  Ihouting  at  the  queftion,  before  they 
knew  whether  he  could  anfwer  it  properly.  .  ,  . 
jHjy-^— faid  he — what  are  you  praifing  ?  .  .  Da 
ye  know  what  I  was  faying  ?  •  .  /  only  propofed  a 
queftion^  and  you  go  to  clapping  andjhouting !  Jerom 
tells  us,  heonceaiked  his  tutor,  Gregory  Nazian- 
zcn,  what  S.  Luke  meant  by  hrHtpozTpuToif.  (thefecond 
fabbaib  after  the  firft.  Luke  vi.  i,)  Gregory  re- 
plied, I  will  tell  you  to-morrow^  when  I  am  preaching 
in  the  church.  When  all  the  congregation  arefhouting 
end  clapping  their  hands^  you  will  be  ^obliged  to  proofs 
to  underftand  what  I  fay^  though  you  do  not  compre^ 
tend  it  ^  for  if  you  do  not  clap  your  hands  and  fiout 
too^  they  will  all  condemn  you  for  a  fool.  /.  j 

Sermons  in  thofc  days  were  ail  in  the  vulgar 
tongue.  The  Greeks  preached  in  Greek,  the  La- 
tins in  Latin,  for  the  preachers  meant  to  be  under- 
ftoo(L  They  did  not  preach  by  the  clock  (fo  to 
ipeak.)  but  were  ihort  or  long  as  they  faw  occa- 

fion, 

(2)  Jer.  ad  Nep,  2*  Aug.  Civ.  Del.  I.  iv.  c.  16.  24. 
Chryfoft.  Horn,  ia  Ad.xxxviii.  In  Ad.  iii.  Ad  pop.  Ant. 
xxxviii.    (3)  Hieron.  ad  Nep.  2. 
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fion.  Auguftine  ufcd  to  leave  off  when  the  peo- 
ple's hearts  fcemed  property  afieded  with  the 
fubjed:.  He  judged  of  this  fometimes  by  their 
fhouting,  and  at  other  times  by  their  tears.  Their 
fermons  were  ufually  about  an  hour  long:  but 
many  of  them  may  be  deliberately  pronounced  in 

W  half  an  hour,  and  fcveral  in  lefs  time. 

Sermons  were  generally  both  preached  and 
heard  (landing  :  but  fometimes  both  fpeaker  and 
auditors  fat,  efpecially  the  aged  and  infirm.  Their 
methods  were  On  fomc  occafions  what  we  call  ex- 
pounding from  feveral  verfes,  on  others  preaching 
from  a  fingle  paifage.  In  many  things  they  imi- 
tated the  Jews,  by  adapting  parts  of  fcripture  to 
particular  feafons,  and  hence  in  time  came  the  ap- 
pointment of  feleft  portions  for  Eafter,  Whitfun- 
tide,  and  other  feftivals.  The  Jews  read  in  their 
fynagogues  Ruth  at  Pentecoil,  Ecclefiaftes  at  the 
feaft  of  Tabernacles,  and  Solomon's  Song  at  the 
Paflbver.  The  fathers  were  fond  of  allegory,  for 
Origen,  that  everlafting  allegorizer,  had  fet  them 
the  example.  I  hope  they  had  better  proofs  of 
the  canonicalnefs  of  Solomon's  Song  than  I  have 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing;  In  general,  their  fer* 
mons  were  paraphraftical,  regular  and  textual, 
going  from  pfalm  to  pfalm,  from  chapter  to  chap* 
ter,  through  whole  books:  but  they  made  no 
fcruple,  when  occafion  offered,  to  defer  the  regular 
fubjed,  and  to  choofe  a  text  on  the  fpot,  fuited  to 
any  cafe,  that  happened  even  after  they  were  in 
the  afTcmbly,  yea  after  they  had  afcended  the  pul- 

(5)  pit,  and  even  after  they  had  read  the  text.    It 
ihould  feem,  the  preacher  either  held  the  holy 

fcripture 

(4)  S.  Bafil.  Orac.  in  S.  Bapt.  (^}  Chryfoft.  apudSocrat* 
lib.  vi.  cap.  3.     Auguil.  de  Civ.  Dei,  xxii.  8. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


on  Publick  Preacbingl  t^ 

fcripture  ia  his  hand,  or  had  it  lying  before  him 
on  the  defk.  Before  preaching  he  ufually  went 
inro  a  veftry  to  pray,  and  afterward  to  fpeak  to 
fuch  as  came  to  falute  him.  He  prayed  with  his 
eyes  (hut  in  the  pulpit  immediately  before  preach- 
ing, and  often  in  difficult  parts  of  his  fermon  while 
he  delivered  it.  The  firft  word  the  preacher  ut* 
tered  to  the  people  when  he  afccnded  the  pulpit, 
was — Peace  be  witbyou^  or  The  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Cbri/f^  the  love  of  Gody  and  the  fellow/hip  of 
the  Holy  Ghojl  be  with  you  aU^  to  which  the  afiembly 
at  firft  added  jimen^  and  in  after  times  they  an* 
fwercd.  And  witb  thy  fpirit. 

Moftofthe  fermons  of  thefedays  are  divifible 
into  three  general  parts.  The  firft  is  a  Ihort  intro- 
duftion,  the  fecond  an  expofition  of  the  text,  and 
the  laft  a  moral  exhortation  arifmg  out  of  the  dif- 
cuflion.  After  fermon  the  fpeaker  defcended,  and 
prayed  at  the  communion  table,  on  which  the  good 
people  laid  their  alms  for  the  poor,  f^uneral 
Icrmons  were  frequent,  and,  through  the  impru- 
dent ufc  of  rhetorical  figures,  hurtful  in  theifluc  to 
the  doftrine  of  pure  ch'riftianity.  Some  bifhops 
preached  every  day  during  Lent,  fome  twice  a  day, 
others  twice  a  week.  Some  delivered  evening 
kdtures,  and  all  preached  on  the  Lord's  day,  the 
firft  day  of  the  week. 

In  this  period  many  noble  places  of  worihip 
were  built.  The  old  Jewifh  temple  was  the  origi- 
nal,  the  reft  were  all  taken  from  it.  We  have  felt 
the  mifery  of  abridging  all  along :  but  here  it  will 
be  lefs  obfcurc  to  omit  than  to  abridge.  Let  it, 
then,  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  a  cathedral  was  an 
imitation  of  the  temple,  and  a  village  place  of 
worfliip  of  a  fynagogue.    Hence  the  idea  of  a  holy 

Vol.  IL  g  end 
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end  for  an  altar  and  a  circle  of  priefts,  and  an  un- 
hallowed end  for  the  common  people.     Hence  the 
divifions  of  porches,  choirs,  chancels,  and  fo  on, 
anfwcring  to  the  courts  of  the  temple.     The  ambo^ 
or  pulpit,  was  in  the  choir.     Some  were  portable, 
and  very   plain;    others  fixtures,  ftretching  ouc 
Icngthwife,  fo  that  the  preacher  might  walk  up  and 
down  in  them ;  fome  had  feats  and  curtains,  others 
were  adorned  with  gold  and  filver,  and  refembled 
the  thrones  of  princes  more  than  fcaffolds  for  the 
convenience  of  chriftian  minifters.     So  fays  Eufc* 
bius,  cenfuring  the  vanity  of  Paul  of  Samoftta. 
Hence  came  our  modern  cathedrals  and  pariih 
churches,  our  choirs,  and  altars,  and  ilatls,  and 
thrones  in    places    of  worfliip.     Many   of   our 
churches   and  chapels  are  very  inconvenient  to 
preach  in.     They  were  not  erefted  for  fchools  of 
mftrudtion:  but  for  laying  mafs  and  facrificing^ 
and  where  the  pulpit  fhould  be  there  (lands  an  old 
table  covered  with  finery,  and  called  an  akar.     In 
many  places,  the  prieft  preaches  from  the  middle 
of  a  fide  wall,  or  a  pillar^  to  the  backs  and  {boul- 
ders of  his  audience,  for  the  pews  were  placed  with 
a  view  to  the  altar,where  formerly  brother  Mumpfi'- 
mus  ufed  to  play  tricks,  and  not  to  the  pulpit, 
where  now  a  wiie  and  good  minifter  itands  and 
preaches  to  a  people,  in  fcarch,  it  fhould  feem  by 
their  looking  to  the  old   fpot,  for  their  former 
guides.     How  long  Ihall  we  facrific*  manly  advan^ 
tages  to  puerile  popifh-  baubles ! 

Degenerate  as  thefc  days  were,  compared  with 
thofe  of  the  apofties,  they  were  golden  ages  in 
compariibn  with  the  times  that  followed.  Some 
taught  what  they  called  pofitivi  theology^  that  is  to 
fay,  compiladons  of  theological  opinioos^  collected 

froai 
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from  fcripture,  and  fathers,  and  councils.  Others 
went  into  fcbolajtical  divinity^  that  is,  confufed  and 
mecaphyfical  rcafonings,  -  by  which  they  pretended 
to  explain  the  doftrines  of  religion,  A  third  fort 
were  all  taken  up  with  contemplations  and  inward 
feelings,  and  their  divinity  was  wyfticifm.  Even  • 
thefe  were  preferable  to  others,  who  read  the  cate- 
gories of  Ariftotle,  or  the  life  of  a  faint,  in  the 
church,  inftead  of  a  fermon,  and  who  turned  the 
church,  1  will  not  fay  into  a  theatre,  but  into  a 
booth  at  a  country  fair.  The  pulpit  became  a 
ftagc,  where  ludicrous  priefts  obtained  tlic  vulgar 
laugh  by  the  loweft  kind  of  dirty  wit,  efpccially 
at  the  feftivals  of  Chriftmas  and  Eafter.  One  rf 
our  old  hifix)rians  fays,  7be  devil  was  fo  pleafed  with 
the  preachers  of  the  eleventh  century^  that  befentthem 
a  Utter  of  thanks  from  heU  for  the  advantages^  which 
bis  kingdom  derived  from  their  pulpits.  (6) 

Were  I  to  attempt  a  hiflory  of  any  one  chriftian  . 
ordinance,  as  of  fmging,  prayer,  preaching,  bap* 
tifm,  and  fo  on,  I  would  take  the  old  tdiUment 
hiflory  of  the  church  for  my  model.  The  true 
church  of  God  is  the  objeft  in  contemplation, 
this  is  followed  from  family  to  family,  from  coun* 
try  to  country,  through  Egypt,  Babylon,  Ifrael, 
and  Judah.  The  ten  tribes,  called  Ifrael,  go  off 
at  a  certain  period,  and  are  abfolutely  loft  to  all 
future  hiftorians.  The  facred  writers  were  not 
compiling  a  hiftory  of  Ifrael:  but  a  hiflory  of  the 
religion  in  Ifrael ;  and  when  Ifrael  apoilatized,  the 
hi£)rians  left  them,  and  followed  religion.  On 
this  principle,  I  fhould  quit  the  beaten  road  of 
what  is  called  church  hiflory,  and  fhould  go  into 
the  hiftories  of  Paulicians,  Albigenfes,  Waldcnfes, 
g  2  Bcghards, 

(6)  Guliel.  Malmeibori^ns.  lib.  iii.  9. 
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Fcghards,  and  other  reputed  hcreticks  under  pcr- 
fecution,  and  there  perhaps  I  might  find  what  I 
fought,  the  ordinance  in  queftioh  in  its  native  pu- 
rity. Popes,  and  councils,  and  fecular^churchmcn, 
ihould  only  appear  incidentally,  juft  as  Amalekites 
and  other  troops  of  banditti  in  Jewifh  hiilory, 
conning  up  at  harveft  time  to  rob  the  good  people 
/,\  of  their  corn.  What  care  I  where  apoftatcs  hold  a 
council,  or  who  prefidcs  there,  or  what  they  quar- 
rel  about  ?  What  is  it  to  me  who  ordained  this 
fuperftition,  or  who  introduced  that?  All  may  be 
entertaining  and  curious :  but  it  is  not  a  hiftory  of 
ibe  church.  Modern  papifts  confider  the  refornla- 
tion  as  ajicrefy  and  a  fchifm,  and  with  much  greater 
reafon  may  we  confider  their  corporation  in  the 
fame  lights 

To  apply  this  to  our  fubjeft.  Suppofc  we  were 
writing  an  accurate  hiftory  of  the  miniftration  of 
the  divine  word  by  publick  preaching,  we  Ihould 
trace  the  fubjeift  till  we  came  to  a  period  where 
legends,  politicks,  and  fuperftitions  were  pub- 
lickly  preached.  Should  we  continue  to  purfuc 
the  domineering  party,  we  Ihould  be  obliged  to 
write  a  hiftory,  then,  of  the  publick  preaching  of 
errors:  but  we  ought  to  be  writing  a  hiftory  of 
preaching  the  divine  word^  and  conJequently  our 
plari  would  oblige  us  to  go  off*  with  the  people, 
who  continued  to  preach  it  after  it  was  difcardcd. 

This  track  is  more  ncccflary  in  a  hiftory  of 
preaching  to  be  purfucd,  than  in  a  hiftory  of  bap- 
iilm,or  any  other  finglc  ordinance;  for  the  word 

of 

(7)  Judges  vi.  So  it  ivaj,  nuhen  1/rael  bpdfi^n^  .  .  that 
the  childnn  of  the  eaft  came  up  againji  tbem,  .  ,  thej  and  their 
camels  nvithout  number^  .  .  and  deftrcyed  the  increaje  0/  tlft 
earth,  .  .  andi'/t  nojufieuance/or  J/raeL  ') 
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of  God  was  originally  given  for  a  ftandard  of  faith 
and  pradice  ;  where  this  ftandard  has  been  pre- 
fcrvtd,  there  faith  and  praftice  have  been  in  gene- 
ral kept  pure,  and  where  other  ftaqdards  have 
been  fet  up,  although  fome  one  ordinance  may 
have  been  prefervcd  pure,  (which  by  the  way  has 
DOt  been  the  cafe)  yet  it  muft  have  been  an  acci-r 
dental,  and  not  a  conftitutional  purity,  and  fo  of 
litde  value  to  purity,  and  of  none  to  the  hillory  of 
it.  Pulpits  are  publick  tell-tales,  and  a  fenfelefs 
tale  they  tell,  when  they  are  the  mouth  of  a  faftion! 
A  colleftion  and  repetition  of  thefe  tales  is  not  a 
hiftory  of  the  minijiration  of  the  divine  word. 

All  our  divines  affirm,  all  our  hiftorians  prove, 
and  the  church  of  Rome  does  not  deny,  that  there 
have  been  from  the  days  of  the  apoftles  various 
DISSENTERS  froni  all  cttabliflied  corporatiqrs  called 
churches.  They  have  been  loaded  with  innu- 
merable calumnies,  recorded  under  odious  names, 
taxed  with  holding  deteftable  errors,  and  branded 
with  publick  infamy :  bur,  at  the  reformation, 
ihcfe  diffcnters  were  traced,  brought  out  of  obfcu- 
rity,  walhed  and  new  tlothed,  and  produced  as 
evidences  upon  the  trial  of  the  quellion,  pf^here  was 
jour  church  before  Luther? 

I  have  feen  enough  to  convince  me,  that  the 
prefent  Englilh  Diflenters,  contending  for  the  fuf- 
ficicncy  of  fcripture,  and  for  primitive  chriftiaii 
liberty  to  judge  of  its  meaning,  may  be  traced  back 
in  authentick  manufcripts  to  the  Non-conformifts, 
to  the  Puritans,  to  the  Lollards,  to  the  Vallenfes, 
to  the  Albigenfes,  and  I  fufpcdt  through  the  Pau- 
licians,  and  others  to  the  Apoftlcs.  TKcfechurches 
had  lometimcs  a  clandellinc  exiftcnce,  and  at  other 
limes  a  vifible,  I  wifh  1  could  fay  a  legal  one:  but 

at 
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at  all  times  they  held  more  truth,  and  Icfs  error  than 
the  prevailing  faftions,  that  pcrfccuted  them.  One 
branch  uniformly  denied  the  baptifm  of  infants,  all 
allowed  chriftian  liberty,  and  all  were  enemies  to 
an  eftablilhed  hierarchy  reigning  over  the  con- 
fciences  of  their  brethren.  I  have  now  before  nic 
a  manufcript  regifter  of  Gray  bifhop  of  Ely,  which 
proves,  that  in  the  year  1457,  ^^^^^  was  a  congre- 
gation of  this  fort  in  this  village,  Chefterton,  where 
I  live,  who  priyately  aflembled  for  divine  worlhip, 
and  had  preachers  of  their  own,  who  taught  theip 
the  very  doftrine,  which  now  we  preach.  Six  of 
them  were  accufed  of  herefy  before  the  tyrant  of 
the  diftrift,  and  condemned  to  abjure  herefy,  and 
to  do  pennance,  half  naked,  with  a  faggot  at  their 
backs,  and  a  taper  in  their  hands,  in  the  publick 
market  places  of  Ely,  and  Cambridge,  and,  in  the 
church-yard  of  Great  Swaffham.  It  was  pity  thp 
poor  fouls  were  forced  to  abjure  the  twelfth  article 
of  their  accufation,  in  which  (hey  are  faid  to  have 
affirmed,  All^riejts^  and  people  in  orders^  are  incar* 
t^)  nate  devils ! 

A  hundred  fuch  inftanccs  may  be  produced,  a 
thoufand  curious  anecdotes  of  the  manners  of  our 
ancellors,  of  their  language,  books,  utenlils,  ha* 
bits,  reafoning,  and  rhetorick,  might  incidentally 
furnifh  amufement  and  inftruSion  to  us,  and  no- 
thing would  be  found  eaficr  to  induftry,  than  to 
conncft  their  ccclefiaftical  ceconomy  with  that  of 
the  above-mentioned  anteluthcran  proteftants.  Wc 

are 

(8)  Art.  Xir.  Item,  quod  papa  eft  antichnftus,  et  facer* 
dotes  funt  ejus  difcipuli,  et  omnesordinatifunt  diaboli  incar- 
nati.— XI.  Item,  quod  extrema  unftio,  anglicc^r^^^,  mi- 
nime  proficit.— III.  Item,  quod  puer  .  .  •  nee  egeac^  nee 
baptizari  dcbcat.  &c,  ScQ.^Reg.  Eiicti/.  CuL  Gray,  MSS, 
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are  farfron  juftifying  their  miftakes,  and  approv- 
ing in  the  grofs :  but  we  know  popilh  records  are 
cverlaftiiig  calumnies,  and  the  hiftory  of  the  chrif- 
Han  pulpic  is  among  the  people,  whom  they  ca- 
lumniate. 

I  fee  a  thoufand  benefits  ^rifmg  to  religion  at 
large  from  the  purfuit  of  this  method,  and  I  will 
venture  to  name  one.     It  is  generally  allowed,  that 
toleration  is  a  high  excellence  in  a  fyftem  of  civil 
polity,  and  that  chriftian  liberty  in  the  church  is 
analogous  to  it:  but  it  is  almofl:  as  generally  fup- 
pofed,  that  our  ancedors  were  all  ignorant  of  it, 
and  that  Sidney,  Milton,  Locke,  and  others  of  our 
late  philofophers  and  ftatcfmen,  firft  inculcated 
thefe  laws  of   humanity,   and  incorporated  what 
we  have  of  them  into  our  modern  conftitutions. 
What  if  we  could  prove,  that  Jefus  Chrift,  whole 
profeffion  was  theology,   taught  the  doftrine  of 
chriftian  liberty,   and   that  he  only  taught  in  a 
clearer  manner  what  had  from  the  days  of  Enoch 
been   held  and  taught  in  the  primitive  pulpits! 
What  if  we  could  prove,  that  from  the  days  of  the 
apafllest  the  mod  tolerant  of  mankind,  the  doc- 
trine had  been  adually  believed,  taught  and  cxcm- 
plified  in  every  age  till  the  reformation !     What  if 
we  could  prove,  that  the  generous  toleration  of 
modern  ftates  was  only  the  dodtrinc  of  chriftian 
liberty  applied  to  fecular  affairs,  and  ftood  cxaftly 
in  the  lame  predicament  in  a  treatife  of  govern- 
ment as  natural  religion  ftands  in  a  fyftem  of  mo- 
dern theology,  that  is,  a  firft  principle  of  human 
felicity,  diicoverable  by  reafon :  but  elucidated  and 
improved  by  revelation !     What  if  we  could  afcer- 
tain  by  good  records,  that  difference  in  relgious 
icntinvents  and  practices  made  no  difference  in  civil 
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rights  and  mutual  efteeiti  among  whole  fe<n:s  and 
parties!  What  if  we  could  Ihew,  that  religious 
uniformity  was  an  illegitimate  brat  of  the  mother 
of  harlots,  and  nothing  akin  to  the  Son  of.  God! 
What  if  we  could  infer  .  .  .  Profperity  and  peace 
be  with  any  inveftigator !  Alas!  I  mull  quit  re- 
Teries,  and  go  this  afternoon  to  vifit  the  fick,  and 
preach  in  the  evening  to  a  part  of  my  flock. 

Before  I  go,  however,  I  will  finifh  this  article 
by  a  remark,  which  will  prove,  I  think,  that  this 
is  not  all  reverie.  The  thirteenth  article,  objefted 
againft  the  foremencioned  Chefterton  culprits  by 
the  bifhop,  in  his  confiftory  at  Downham,  is  this. 
**  Alfo,  you  affirm,  that  every  man  m  ly  be  called  a 
church  of  God,  fo  that  if  any  one  of  you  (hould  be 
fummoned  before  his  ecclcfiaftical  judge,  and  fhould 
happen  to  be  afked  this  queftion.  Do  you  believe 
in  the  church?  he  may  fafely  anfwer,  he  does, 
meaning  that  he  believes  in  the  church,  becaufe  he 
believes  the  church  is  in  every  man,  who  is  a  tem. 
,  V  pic  of  God.*'  Now  is  not  this  affirming,  that 
every  good  man  was  bound  to  follow  his  own 
judgment  in  religious  matters,  and  not  to  be  fee 
down  by  the  opinions  of  a  domineering  fadtion, 
calling  themfelves,  the  church?  Is  a  man  ftrohg 
for  being  called  *^amfon,  or  wife  for  naming  him- 
ielf  Solomon  ?  Does  it  not  mean,  that  every  man 
had  as  much  right  of  judging  in  himfelf  folely  as 
the  whole  community  had  coUedlively  ?    We  could 

f$)  Item,  Quod  quilibet  homo  dicitur  eccla"  Dei»  adeo 
quod  f]  quanquam  illorum  coram  judice  ecclefiaftico  evoca- 
turn  ad  hanc  qucftionem  refpondere  conringcrec,  an  in  ccclsT 
credi?,  tutc  tunc  refpondere  poflct  quod  fic,  per  hoc  intelli*- 
gens^  quod  in  eccla'^  credit,  quia  in  homine  qui  eft  templam 
Pei. M^S.  Ubi/upra, 
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go  further^  and  prove  that  thefe  fix  racn^  alcho* 
all  in  one  community,  did  not  all  hold  the  fame 
articles,  fome  agreed  to  one,  fome  to  another :  but 
they  aU^  the  regifter  fays,  affirmed  this  tbirteentb 
article.  Does  not  this  prove  that  their  ecclefiafti- 
cal  oeconomy  allowed  cbrijtian  liberty ^  and  that 
they  held  a  mixt  communion  ?  •  •  •  But  I  muft 
go. 

To  return.  The  glorious  reformation  was  the 
offspring  of  preaching,  by  which  mankind  were 
informed,  there  was  a  ftandard,  and  the  religion 
of  the  times  was  put  to  trial  by  it.  The  avidity 
of  the  common  people  to  read  fcripture,  and  to 
hear  it  expounded,  was  wonderful,  and  thepapifts 
were  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  benefit  of  fre<juent 
publick  inftrudion,  that  they,  who  were  juftiy 
called  tmpreacbing  trelates^  and  whole  pulpits,  to 
ufe  an  expreflion  or  Latimer,  had  been  heUs  wiib^ 
out  clappers  for  many  a  long  year,  were  obliged  for 
ihame  to  fet  up  regular  preaching  again* 

The  church  of  Rome  has  produced  fome  great 
preachers,  fince  the  reformation ;  but  no(  equal 
to  the  reformed  preachers  :  and  aqueftion  naturally 
arifes  here,  which  it  would  be  unpardonable  to 
pais  over  in  filence,  concerning  the  fingular  effeS 
of  the  preaching  of  the  reformed,  which  was 
general,  national,  univerfal  reformation. 

In  .the  darkeft  times  of  popery  there  had  arifen 
now  and  then  fome  famous  popular  preachers,  who 
had  zealoufly  inveiehqd  againfi.  the  vices  of  their 
times,  and  whofe  fermons  had  produced  fiidden 
and  amazing  effeds  on  their  auditors:  but  all 
thefe  effefts  had  died  away  with  the  preachers, 
who  produced  tfacm»  and  all  thin^  had  gone  back 
into  the  okl  date.  Law^  learning,  commerde^  fo* 
Vol.  II.  h  ciety 
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cicty  at  large  had  not  been  improved.  Here  a 
new  fcene  opens,  preachers  arife  Icfs  popular,  per- 
haps Icfi  indefatigable  and  exemplary,  their  fer- 
mons  produce  lefs  ftriking  immediate  effefts,  and 
yet  their  auditors  go  away  and  agree  by  whole  na- 
tions to  reform. 

Jerbm  Savonarola,    Jerom  Narni,    Capiftran, 
Connefte,   and   many   others  had  produced  by 
their  fermons  great    immediate  efforts.      When 
Connedte  preached,  the  ladies  lowered  their  hcad- 
dreffes,  and  committed  quilled  caps  by  hundreds 
to  the  flame§»     When  Narni  taught  tne  populace 
in  Lent  from  the  pulpits  of  Rome,  half  the  city 
went  from  bis  fermons  crying  along  the  ftreets. 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  us^  Cbriji  have  mercy  upon  uSy 
fo  that  in  only  one  paffion  week  two  thoufand 
crowns  worth  of  ropes  were  fold  to  make  fcourges 
.with  J  and  when  he  preached  before  the  pope  to 
cardinals  and  bifhops,  and  painted  the  crime  of 
non-refidencc  in  its  own  colours,  he  frightened 
thirty  or  forty  bilhops,  who  heafd  him,  inftantly 
home  to  their  dioceles.     In  the  pulpit  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Salamanca  he  induced  eight  hundred  ftu- 
dents  to  quit  all  worldly   profpedts  of  honour^ 
riches,  and  pleafure,  and  to  become  penitents  in 
divers  mohaftcries.     Some  of  this  clafs  were  mar- 
lyrs  too.    We  know  the  fate  of  Savonarola,  and 
more  might  be  added :  but  all  lamented  the  mo- 
.mentary  duration  of  the  effefts  produced  by  their 
labours.     Narni  himfelf  was  fo  difgufted  \^ith  his 
office,  that  he  renounced  preaching,  and  fhut  him- 
felf up  in  his  cell  to  mourn  over  his  irreclaimable 
contemporaries,  for  bifhops  went  back  to  courts 
'and  ropemakers  lay  idle  again. 

Our  reformers  taught  all  the  good  doftrincs, 
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which  had  been  taught  by  thefe  men,  and  they 
added  two  or  three  more,  by  which  they  laid  the 
ax  to  the  root  of  apoftacy,  and  produced  general 
itformation.  Inftead  of  appealing  to  popes,  and 
canons,  and  founders,  and  fathers,  they  only 
quoted  them,  and  referred  their  auditors  to  the 
holy  fcriptures  for  law.  Pope  Leo  X.  did  not 
know  this,  when  he  told  Prierio,  who  complained 
of  Luther's  hcrefy.  Friar  Martin  bad  a  fine  genius! 
They  alfo  taught  the  people  what  little  they  knew 
of  cbrijtian  liberty^  and  (o  led  them  into  a  belief 
that  they  might  follow  their  envn  ideas  in  religion 
without  the  confent  of  a  confeflbr,  a  diocefan,  a 
pope,  or  a  council.  They  went  further,  and  laid 
the  ftrcfs  of  all  religion  on  jujiifying  faith.  This 
obliged  the  people  to-get  acquainted  with  Chrift 
the  objcft  of  their  faith,  and  thus  they  were  led 
into  the  knowledge  of  a  character  altogether  dif* 
fercnt  from  what  they  faw  in  their  old  guides,  a 
charadter,  which  it  is  impoflible  to  know,  and 
not  to  admire  and  imitate.  The  old  papal  popular 
fermons  had  gone  off  like  a  charge  of  gunpowder, 
producing  only  a  fright,  a  buftle,  and  a  black 
face :  but  thofe  of  the  newe  leamingey  as  the  monks 
called  them,  were  fmall  hearty  feeds,  which,  being 
fown  in  the  honefl  hearts  of  the  multitude,  and 
watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  foftly  vegetated, 
and  imperceptibly  unfolded  bloflbms  and  truits  of 
ineftimable  value. 

Thefe  eminent  fervants  of  Chrift  excelled  in  va* 
rious  talents,  both  in  the  pulpit,  and  in  private. 
Knox  came  down  like  a  thunder-ftorm,  Calvin 
rtfcmbled  a  whole  day's  fet  rain,  Bcza  was  a  ftiower 
of  the  fofteft  dew.  Old  Latimer  in  a  coarfe  frieze 
gown  trudged  a  foot,  his  teftament  hanging  at  one 
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end  of  his  leathern  girdle,  and  his  fpeftacles  at 
the  other,  and  without  ceremony  inftrufted  the 
people  in  ruftick  ftyle  from  a  hollow  tree ;  while 
the  courtly  Ridley  in  fattin  and  fur  taught  the 
fame  principles  in  the  cathedral  of  the  metropolis. 
Cranmer,  though  a  timorous  man,  ventured  to 
give  the  moft  powerful  and  lafcivious  tyrant  of  his 
time  a  new  teftament  with  the  label,  whoremongers 
and  aduUcrers  God  will  judge -^  while  Knox,  who  faid, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  pleaf ant  face  of  a  lady  to  af^ 
fray  hittty  aflured  the  Queen  of  Scots,  that,  "  if 
there  were  any  fpark  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  yea  of 
honefty  or  wifdom  in  her,  Ihc  would  not  be  of- 
fended with  his  affirming  in  his  fermons,  tl]at  the 
diverfions  of  her  court  were  diabolical  crimes,  evi- 
dences of  impiety  or  infanity/*  Thefc  men  were 
not  all  accomplilhcd  fcholars :  but  they  all  gave 
proof  enough,  that  they  were  honeft,  hearty,  and 
diiinterelled  in  the  caufe  of  religion ;  and  to  thefe, 
and  not  to  literary  qualifications,  all  were  indebted 
for  popularity  in  the  pulpit  and  publick  confi- 
dence out  of  It.  Happy  had  it  been  for  fucceed- 
ing  ages  had  they  been  trufted  lefs ! 

AllEurope  produced  great  and  excellent  preach- 
ers, and  fome  of  the  more  ftudious  and  feuate  re- 
duced their  art  of  publick  preaching  to  a  fyftem, 
and  taught  rules  of  a  good  fermon.  Bilhop  Wil« 
kins  enumerated  in  1646  upwards  of  fixty,  who 
had  written  on  the  fqbjeft.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  procure  a  fight  of  all  their  books :  but  fome 
few  I  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  find.  Several 
of  what  I  have  fcen  arc  valuable  treatifcs,  full  of 
edifying  inftryftions  5  moft  of  them  are  very  fmall: 
but  all,  I  think,  are  on  a  fcale  too  large,  and  by 
afft  Aing  to  treat  of  the  whole  office  of  a  minifter^ 
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leave  that  capital  branch,  publick  preaching,  un- 
finiflied  and  vague. 

One  of  the  moft  important  articles  of  pulpit 
fcience,  that,  which  gives  life  and  energy  to  all 
the  reft,  and  without  which  all  the  reft  are  notiiing 
but  a  vain  parade,  is  either  negleftcd  or  exploded 
in  all  thefe  treatifes.  It  is  eflential  to  the  mini- 
ftration  of  the  divine  word  by  publick  preaching, 
that  preachers  be  allowed  to  form  principles  of 
their  own,  and  that  their  fermons  contain  their 
real  fentiments,  the  fruits  of  their  own  intenfe 
thought  and  meditation.  Preaching  cannot  be  in  a 
good  ftate,  in  thofe  communities,  where  the  fliamc- 
ful  traiEck  of  buying  and  felling  manufcript  fer- 
mons is  carried  on.  Moreover,  all  the  animating 
encouragements,  that  arifc  from  a  free  unbiaflcd 
choice  of  the  people,  and  from  their  uncontami* 
nated  difinterelted  applaufe,  (hould  be  left  open 
to  llimulate  a  generous  youth  to  excel.  Corn* 
mand  a  man  to  utter  what  he  has  no  inclination 
to  propagate,  and  what  he  docs  not  even  believe, 
threaten  him  at  the  fame  time  with  all  the  miferies 
of  life,  if  he  dare  to  follow  his  own  ideas,  and  to 
promulge  his  own  fentiments,  and  you  pafs  a  fen- 
tence  ox  death  on  all  he  fays.  He  docs  declaim  : 
but  all  is  languid  and  cold,  and  he  lays  his  fyftem 
out  as  an  undertaker  does  the  dead.  Inilead  of 
referring  him  to  thofe,  who  deal  moll  in  religion, 
and  therefore  bell  underftand  the  value  of  every 
thing  in  it,  the  people  1  mean,  give  him  to  under^ 
iland,  that  even  their  confent  to  be  taught  by  him 
is  not  neceffary  to  be  obtained,  and  you  inftantly 
turn  bis  eye  from  his  bible,  his  people,  and  his 
God,  and  fix  it  on  the  feat  of  a  patron,  who  muft 
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be  approached  by  a  circle  of  collufion  and  in* 
trigue. 

Thefe  books  confider  the  pulpit  as  the  religious 
tribunal  of  the  civil  magillr^te,  preachers  as  fer* 
vants  of  the  crown,  and  preaching  as  a  human  art, 
a  branch  of  rhetorick  to  be  taught  in  the  fchools. 
In  one  thing  they  made  it  different  from  all  other 
arts  and  fciences,  thefe  they  confidered  as  capable 
of  improvement :  but  that  they  pretended  was  in 
a  ftate  of  abfolute  pcrfedbion.  Other  fciences  they 
left  open^  and  would  have  laughed  at  a  propofal 
to  admit  every  future  youth  to  ftudy  philofophy 
by  fwcaring  him  to  believe  and  maintain  the  ideas 
of  Plato,  to  live  in  the  faich  and  to  die  in  the  com- 
fort of  the  fpeculations  of  Cicero,  or  the  catego- 
ries of  Ariftotle :  but  this  fcience,  religion,  this, 
they  faid,  an  inhuman  reprobate  had  begun,  a 
fickly  child  improved,  and  a  female  tyrant  com* 

#,)  plctely  finiflied  off  This  was  going  beyond  a 
Casfar,  who  thought  nihil  aSum  dum  aliquid  agen-^ 
dum^  yea  beyond  an  apoftle,  who  exclaimed  to  his 
followers,  leaving  rudiments  let  us  go  on  unto  perfect 
tion.  Brethren^  be- ye  followers  of  me.  I  count  not 
tnyfeif  to  have  apprehended  \  but  this  onfy  have  lat^ 
tained^  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind^  and 
reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things^  which  are  before^  I 
prefs  toward  the  tnark^  for  the  prize  of  the  high-call^ 

(2)  ing  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

This 

(i)  '*  TuElifabctha  opcri  ab  Henrico  parcnti  fcliciter /«- 
chofito,  ab  Edvvardo  fracre  in  imznenfum  au^io^  coronidem 
jam  confummato  imponeres.  •  .  V Sittr  incepit  .  •  •  •  ' 
adolcfcens  fromo*uit  •  •  .  filia  abfolvit,*^  Ep\ft»  SynoJ* 
EUxabtt,  Rtg  Dat.  Stticig  ex  Frifiorum  oppidoy  ex  Sjnodc  22 
Jprilis  1587.  Fris.  occid. 

(2)  Hcb,  vi.  1.    Phil,  iii*  13,  14.  17. 
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This  is  the  place,  where,  would  our  limits  al- 
low  it,  we  (hould  take  our  (land,  and  reconnoitre 
the  reformed  pulpit :  but  it  (hall  fuffice  to  obferve, 
that  in  all  reformed  countries  the  pulpit  was  taken 
into  the  fervice  of  the  (late,  and  became  a  kind  of 
attorney  or  fo!icitor  general  retained  to  plead  for 
the  crown.  The  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  articles, 
canons  and  imundions,  which  were  girded  on  the 
clergy  of  thofe  times,  and  how  thoroughly  the  ftarc 
clergy  have  underftood  this  to  be  the  true  condi- 
tion  of  the  pulpit,  their  fermons  will  abundantly 
prove.  The  beft  ftate  inftruftions  to  preachers 
were  given  in  the  Directory  by  the  aflcmbly  of 
divines  :  but  even  thefe  include  the  great,  the  fatal 
error,  the  fubjcftion  of  God's  word  to  human  law. 
If,  when  all  other  inftitutes  were  taken  into  the 
fervice  of  the  ftate,  the  pulpit  had  efcaped,  it 
would  have  been  wonderful  indeed :  but,  if  the 
pulpit  be  a  place,  and  the  preacher  2i  penjioner,  in 
the  name  of  common  fenfe,  what  are  we  to  expcd 
from  both ! 

From  this  fad  conftltution  we  derive  the  lifelefs* 
nefs  of  later  preaching.  The  ill  fated  youth  be- 
fore he  is  aware  finds  himfelf  bound^  to  teach  the 
opinions  of  a  fet  of  minifters,  who  lived  two  hun- 
dred years  before  he  was  born.  His  matters  be- 
lieved their  own  articles,  and  therefore  preached 
them  with  zeal :  but  it  would  be  unreafonable  to 
cxpcdl  a  like  zeal  in  him  for  the  fame  doctrines, 
for  he  does  not  know  what  they  are,  or,  having 
examined  them,  he  does  not  think  them  true,  and 
thus  fubfcription  to  other  men's  creeds  becomes 
the  death  of  good  preaching. 

With  thefe  principles  I  went  about  the  follow- 
ing work,  and  for  thefe  reafons  I  have  all  through 
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endeavoured  to  poffefs  the  mind  of  the  candidate 
for  the  pulpit,  with  an  abhorrence  of  dominion 
over  confcience,  and  to  excite  him  to  enter  into 
that  religious  liberty  of  thinking  and  afting,  with 
which  chriftianity  hath  made  him  free. 

There  were  at  the  reformation  a  great  number 
of  wife  and  good  men,  who  thought  the  revival  of 
primitive  chriftianity  only  begun  at  that  period, 
and  they  endeavoured,  though  under  great  difad- 
vantagcs,  to  improve  thefe  beginnings,  and  to  go 
on  unto  perfeftion.  Others  have  fucceeded  them, 
and  entered  into  their  pious  views  with  difintereft- 
cdnefs  and  fuccefs.  Among  thefe  the  Englilh  pro- 
teftant  difltnters  fland  firft  in  merit ;  and,  as  their 
congregations  are  conftitutionally  in  pofleflion  of 
chriftian  liberty,  they  have  produced  fome  of  the 
greateft  preachers  in  the  world.  It  would  be  eafy 
to  give  a  long  lift  of  names  from  the  dawn  of  the 
reformation  to  this  day :  but  I  facrifice  the  plea- 
fure  of  doing  fo  to  the  modefty  of  my  friends. 
This,  however,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  and  no  man 
Jhall  flop  me  of  this  boajling^  we  have  in  our 
churches  now  cxafl;  copies  of  our  ancient  models. 
J  he  prophets  J  do  ibey  live  for  ever?  Yes,  they  do  f 
The  fpirit  of  Elijah  rejls  upon  Eli/ha  !  The  grave 
folidity  of  Cartwright  and  Jacob  feemed  to  refidc 
in  Owens  and  Goodwins  and  Gills.  The  viva- 
city of  Watts  and  Bradbury  and  Earlc  lives  in 
others,  whom  I  dare  not  name.  The  patient  la- 
borious Fox,  the  filver  Bates,  the  melting  Baxter, 
the  piercing  Mead,  the  generous  Williams,  the 
inftruftive  Henry,  the  foft  and  candid  Doddridge, 
Ridglcy,  and  Gale,  and  Bunyan,  and  Burgefs,  in 
all  their  variegated  beauties  yetflourilh  in  our  pul- 
pits, exercifmg  their  different  talents  for  mutual 
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edification.  Wc  have  Barnabas  the  Ton  of  confa- 
lation,  and  Boanerges  the  thundcrer  ftill.  Ye 
fervants  of  themoft  high  God,  who  Ihew  unto  us 
the  way  of  falvation  !  Peace  he  within  the  walls  of 
your  churchcsj  and  pro^erity  within  your  .  .  . 
dwelling- houfes.  .  .  You  hzve  no  palaces^  yo}!i 
need  none,  palaces  can  add  nothing  to  you. 

It  would  have  been  eafy  to  have  exemplified  all 
the  good  rules  of  Mr.  Claude  from  the  printed  idif- 
courfes  of  thefe  great  men  ;  but  1  have  quoted 
very  few  of  the  fermons  of  our  late  minifters,  and  I 
think  none  of  theirs,  who  are  now  alive.  I  would 
not  willingly  give  a  moment's  pain  to  the  modefty 
of  perfons,  whom  I  fo  finocrely  efteem;  If  I  have 
at  any  time  exemplified  a  fault  exploded  by  Mr. 
Claude  by  a  quotation  from  the  fermons  of  men 
of  great  name  in  other  communities,  I  hope,  ad* 
roircrs  of  the  preachers  cenfurcd  will  bdieve  me, 
when  I  aflurc  them,  I  have  taken  a  great  tjeal  of 
pains  to  avoid  giving  offence  on  this  head.  I 
have  exemplified  many  pulpit  vices  from  obfcure 
preachers  of  no  note,  when  I  could  have  done'  it 
from  the  fermons  of  their  popular  contemporaries, 
who  led  for  the  time  the  pulpit  falbion.  The  few 
examples  I  have  given  are  none  in  comparifon 
with  the  many  I  have  left  unnoticed. 

Some  of  our  brethren  will  com{dain  that  the 
notes  arc  not  all  in  EngUJb^  and  my  reply  is  this— 
Firft,  the  fubftance  of  all  is  in  Englilh — Second- 
ly, fome  muft  not  be  tranflated — Thirdly,  moft 
of  thefe  were  intended  for  fmall  exercifes  for  ftu- 
dious  lads^  hoping  they  might  be  hereby  allured 
to  ftudy  the  pulpit  before  they  entered  it — And 
laftly,  if  thefe  be  not  fufiicient  rcafons,  I  promife  to 
make  tJie  complainant  a  prefent^  if  he  will  call 
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for  itt  of  a  beautiful  copjper-plate  print  of  tbe 
old  tnan,  his  fon,  and  the  afs,  on  condition  he  will 
get  the  rhymes  at  the  bottom  by  heart. 

Serioufly,  were  I  to  follow  the  didates  of  my 
own  heart,  I  fhould  throw  my felf  at  the  feet  of  ti^ 
meanefi:  of  my  brediren,  and  beg  pardon  for  pre* 
fuming  to  feem  to  inStmd:  thoie,  who  are-appoint* 
cd  tp  inftru£t  others,  and  who  have  fo  often  edi- 
fied me.  I  would  confeis,  1  faw  innumerable  er« 
rors  in  this  work,  for  all  which  I  could  make 
only  one  apology^  chat  is,  that  they  were  ioyolun«> 
t;ary«  I  afk  no  pardon  forexpreflingmy  abhorraice 
of  intolerance.  Always  when  I  met  it  in  a  couric 
of  reading,  I  thought  I  met  the  great  devil,  and 
my  refentment  was  never  abated  by  his  appearing 
in  the  habit  (^a  holy  man  of  God.  i  have  fome^^ 
times  allowed  myfdf  a  little  mirth  in  that  awful 
icience  religioa)  and  in  the  preience  of  that  grave 
thing  called  a  fermon :  but  in  Ms  Mn^  ibe  L^d 
pardon  bis  firvdMt^  ibat  when  my  m^€sr  wint  iMt0 
ibe  b^e  4f  JUmmm  to  wcrjbip  iben^  and  be  leaned 
an  my  bandy  and  linued  nff/elfin  tbe  beufe  ef  Rim- 
mm:  wbenlbe/wedmyfelfintbebcuftefRimmcn^tba 
Lard  pardon  bisfervant  in  tbis  tbif^l 

Chestertok, 
fiday  19,  1779. 
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CHAP.   VL 

Of  Texts  to  be  difcuffed  by  way  of  Obfej> 
vatioB. 

SOME  texts  require  a  difcuflion  by  way  of 
confideration,  or  ohfervation.    The  following 
fames  may  ferv^  for  a  general  diredtion. 

I.  When  texts  arc  clear  of  thcmfclvcs,  and 
the  nnatter  well  known  to  the  bearers^  it  would  be 
trifling  to  amufe  the  people  with  explication.  Such 
tnt»  muft  be  taken  a»  they  are,  that  is,  clear,' 
plain,  and  evident,  and  only  obfervations  (hould 
be  made  o&  them,  (i) 

2.  Mod: 


(l)  fnathnt  muft  not  at- 
Umpt  t$  exfimn  cUar  JuhjiQs. 
A  Tery  ieii^ble  writer  calls 
tint  torn  of  mind  **  a  capaci- 
ty of  being  al¥ir«ya  ftivoWs, 
aiid  always  nnaofwerable.  I 
Imto  kaown  it,  adds  be, 
more  than  once  afcend  tbe 
palpit:  oneof  thb  fort,  tak* 

Vot.U. 


ing  it  in  bis  bead  to  be  a  great 
admirer  of  Dr«  TiHotfon  and 
Dr.  BeveridgCy  never  failed 
of  proving  out  of  tbefe  great 
aathors,  tbings,  wbich  no 
man  living  would  have  de- 
nied bun  upon  bis  own  fingle 
antbority."  Sfidatct*  vol  u» 

A  Ibave 
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4.  Moft  bijiorical  texts  muft  be  difcufled  in  this 
way,  ifor,  in  a  way  of  explication,  ther^  would 
be  very  little  to  fay.  For  example,  what  is  there 
to  explain  in  this  paiTage?  Then  Jefus^  fix  days 
before  the  fajfover^  came  to  Betbanyy  where  Laza-- 

rus 


I  hare  often  wondered 
from  what  principle  in  fome 
of  oar  minifters  this  imper- 
tinence could  arife,  and  the 
moft  plaufible  fpecalation 
feems  to  be  this.  It  arifes 
from  imulation  and  inattention. 
Some  great  divine  has  pro- 
perly flated»  and  proved  cer- 
tain articles  in  a  regular  bo- 
dy of  divinity »  where  they 
could  not  be  omitted,  and  at 
a  time,  when  the  truth  of 
them  was  doubted.  A  mo* 
dern  divine  makes  this  great 
man  his  model,  and,  not  at* 
tending  to  times  and  circum- 
fiances,  imitates  him  in  eve- 
ry thing.  We  could  eafily 
exemplify  this  remark:  but 
we  choofe  rather  to  give  an 
example  of  a  dark  explicati- 
on of  a  clear  paflage  to  ferve 
the  bafc  purpofe  of  party- 
zeal. 

"  Johnxxi.  1 8.  Whentbeu 
Jkalt  be  old  another  Jhall  gird 
theet  and  carry  thee  wubitber 
thou  nuouldeft  not.  This  pro- 
mifeof  Jefus  ChrifttoS.Pcter 
belongs  to  the  church,  and 
particularly  to  the  head,  the 
pontiff  of  Rome.  When  Pe- 
ter fhould  be  old,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  the  advanced  ages  of 
the  church,  the  popes  ihall 
be  girt  by  another,  and  con- 
duced  whicher  they  would 


not.     Who  is  the  Other,  that 
ihall  gird  and  carry  him  whi- 
ther he  would  not  ?  It  is  the 
holy  Spirit  of  God,  who  will 
condudt  the  popes  by  fuck 
hidden  and  fecret  ways,  that 
in  fpite  of  their  weaknefs  and 
refinance,  in   fpite  of  their 
worldly  and  wicked  maxims, 
they  ihall  be  diverted  from 
their   propofed    ends.      Wc 
muft  diftinguiih  between  the 
Roman  court  and  the  Roman 
fee.    The  fame  men,  pope, 
cardinals,   and  clergy  com- 
pofe  one  body  confiderable 
m  thefe  two  points  of  view : 
as  a  court,    they  are   like 
other  courts,  and  a  wicked 
intereiled  policy  governs  all 
they  do :  but  as  a  fee,  they 
are  governed  by  the  infalli- 
ble ^irit  of  God,  and  con- 
ilrained  often  to  do  that  as 
fpiritual    perfons,  which  at 
fecular  men  they  never  in- 
tended to  do.     Hence  it  fre- 
quently happens,  he  comet 
pope  out  of   the  conclave, 
who  was   hardly  a  cardinal 
when   he  went  in ;   and  he 
comes  out  a  cardinal,   who 
entered  the  conclave  pope  in 
deilgn;  thus  all  the  deiibe* 
rations  of  the  holy  fee  we 
infallible  oracles   of  truth," 
Had  this  expofitor  ever  read 
the  words   that    follow  his 
text. 
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rus  wasj  which  had  been  deady  whom  he  raifedfrom 
the  dead.  There  they  made  him  a  [upper j  and  Mar- 
tha  ferved :  but  Lazarus  was  one  of  them^  that 
fat  at  table  with  him  :  Joh.  xii.  "Would  it  not  be 
a  lofs  of  time  and  labour  to  attempt  to  explain 
thcfe  words  \  and  are  they  not  clearer  than  any 
comments  can  make  them  ?  The  way  of  obferva- 
tion,  then,  mujft  be  taken.  (2) 

3.  There 

text,  this  J^ake  Ji/us  fgnify-    glorify   God?     Mem.  des  in- 
ing  bj  tvbat  death  Peter  Jhould    trsgues  de  la  cour  de  Rom, /.  3, 
Omnia  enim  ftolidi  magis  admirantur,  amantque 
Inyerfis  qa^  fub  verbis  latitantia  cernunt ; 
Veraiiae  conflituunt  quae  belle  tangerc  poflUnt 
Aores,  et  lepido  quse  funt  fucata  fonore. 

Lucret.  lib,  I. 


(«)  Hiftorical  parages  muft 
be  difatffedby  *way  ofob/er<va' 
tiw,  I  have  fecn  no  expofi- 
tor,  who  affords  more  obvi- 
ous, pertinent,  and  edifyring 
observations,  than  onr  excel- 
ient  Mr,  Henry.  Thofe  parts 
i>f  holy  fcripture,  which 
feem  at  firfl  fight  the  lead  in- 
ibadive,  furnifh  in  the  hand 
of  this  ingenious  man  much 
infbrodion,  or»  at  leaft  much 
opportunity  of  inftrudlion. 
What  in  fcripture  feems  lefs 
interefting  to  us  than,  that 
Ebedmelech  the  Ethiopian 
drew  Jeiemiah  out  of  a  dun- 
geon with  cordsy  old  cafi 
</»»//,  emd  rotten  rags  f  Yet 
our  expofitor  ob/er'ves  feveral 
ufefol  articles  in  this  hiftory. 
**  Faa.  A  prophet  is  in  a  dun- 
geoum  Ob/ervation*  It  is  com- 
mon for  wicked  people  to 
look  opon  God's  faithful  mi- 
aifters  as  their  enemies, — 
fa^.    Thie    king  could  not 


help  him.  Ob/.  Thofe  will 
have  a  great  deal  to  ^anfwer 
for,  who,  though  they  have 
a  fecret  kindnefs  for  good 
people,  dare  not  own  it  in  a 
time  of  need. — Fa£l.  Ebed- 
melech was  an  Ethiopian, 
Ob/  Some  Gentiles  had  more 
equity  and  piety  than  fome 
Jews,  —  Fa£t>  Ebedmelech 
was  a  courtier.  Ob/.  God 
has  a  remnant  in  all  placej^ 
among  all  forts\  there  were 
faints  even  in  Ca/crs  houfe- 
hold. — Fad.  The  king  was 
fitting  in  the  gate  on  publick 
bufinefs,  when  Ebedmelech 
applied  to  him  for  the  releafe 
of  Jeremiah.  Ob/.  Whither 
ihould  oppre/Ted  innocency 
flee  for  proted^ion  but  to  the 
throne  ?  No  time  mufl  be  loft 
when  life  is  in  d?ingcr,  efpe* 
cially  a  valuable  life.  God 
can  raife  up  friends  for  his 
people  in  dirtrcG,  where  they 
.  little  thought  of  them,  -r- 
A  2  Facl. 
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3-  There  are  foipie  texts,  which  require  both 
explication  and  obferv^tion,  as  when  fome  parts 
may  need  explaining.  (3)  For  example,  A£bi,io. 

And 


FaSf.  The  iingord^rs  h\p  r«- 
Icafc.     OS/.  The   hearts  of 
kings  are  in    GoiTs    hands. 
Let  this  encourage  us  to  ap- 
pear boldly  for  God,  we  may 
iucceed'  Settir  than  we  could 
have  thought.  — ftf2?.  Ebcd- 
mdech  took  old  clouts  and 
rags  from  under  the  trtafury 
in  the  king's  houfe.      Obf. 
No   ^aJU   fliould  be  made 
even  in  kings  palaces :  bro- 
ken linen  like  broken  meat 
ihould   be  pre/erved  for  the 
life  of  the  poor.^F^^.  Ebed* 
melech  direded  Jeremiah  to 
put  the  foft  trags  under  his 
mrm-hoUs.      Obf.     Diftreffed 
people    fhould    be    relieved 
with  ttHdernefs. — Fa3.  Ebed- 
velech  did  cot    throw  the 
rags  down:    but    let   them 
down  by  cords.     (W/  The 
poor    ihould     be     relieved 
with   Tiffta.^^   HiWJ  on  Jer. 
9|[xviii. 

It  is  a  falfe  tafte  to 
imagine,  that  very  abftruic 
pa/I'ages,  and  very  far-fetch- 
ed elucidations  of  them  a- 
dorn  the  pulpit.— The  fineft 
fermonsy  that  we  have,  con* 
£ft  of  plain  obiervation»  of 
common  things  preiTed  home 
on  the  hearts  of  the  hearers. 
They  are  moft  popular,  and 
snoil  ufeful. 

(3)  i^fin^  *9xtt  explication 
mnk  ohfernjati9n  muft  ie  mixed. 
Here  follows  an  example 
from  a  Danifh  divine.    The 


fubjed  is  th  kin^  ojieo  •/ 
Jrfm  Chrift.     |t  is  neccflary 
to  explain  this  fubjeft,   and 
to  fhew  wherein   the    f^ga! 
authority  of  Chrift  confifts. 
"  It  confifts,    fays  our  au- 
thor, I .  in  vocation  %  for  th» 
fubjeas  of  Chfift  are  in  re- 
bellion,  and  he  calls  them 
to  fubmifflon  by  his  word, 
and  by  his  fpirit.     2.  In  U» 
gijlatiott-j  for  thrift  gave  laws 
to    his  apoftles,    and    com- 
manded   them  to    teach  all 
nations  to  oh/H^oi  alt  ttnngSt 
nvhatjpenftr  he  had  commanded 
them.     3«  In  pre/tnt  govern' 
went ;  #0f  tht  dominion  of 
lefas  extends  over  good  and 
bad  angels,   the  w^d  and 
the  church;  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  providence,  and  die 
diftribution  of  grace  i^re  un- 
der  his  adual  direaion.    4. 
In  future  jifdrment ;  for  God 
hath  given  all  judgment  into 
his  band."    So  far  explica* 
tion.     Our  author  clofes  the 
fnbjcft  with  ohjkrv^tjons  on 
that    obedience,    wMch  the 
fobjcfts  of  ChriA  ought  to 
yield  to  this  king.     •*  1.  la 
all  cafes  of  confeieaco,  wlierc 
human   authority,    apd    the 
laws  of  Cbrift  clalk,  Oiriflt- 
ans  are  to  obey  him  rachet 
than    man.       *.    Chriiiiaiw 
are  firmly   to  believe,  th«t 
Chrift  will    guard,    protc^ 
and  perpetuate   his  charch* 
and  they  are  -to  aft  on  thi< 
principle 
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Ani  v)liie  thtj  lodkii  ft^ifujlfy  t0ward  heaven^  4s 
be  went  uf^  ieb^ldl  two  men  Jiood  hy  him  in  white 

appareL 


principk  amidfi  all  the  fraud 
a»4  ^Mxe  of  adverfe  timet* 
a.  The  fubjcas  of  Chrift,  if 
they  would  enter  into  the 
fpirit  of  chriftian  obedience, 
nnuft  coniUatl/  attend  to 
thtffe  foi|r  precepts,  i .  Seek 
not  earthly  honours:  hrxt/et 
jour  affeOions  on  things  abo^e* 
t.  Contend  for  Chrift  not 
with  dunal :  hat  with  fpiri- 
toal  weapons,  j.  Aflbci- 
ate  with  holy  perfons,  take 
them  for  the  fubjeds,  and 
for  the  only  true  fubjeds  of 
/efasChrift.  4.  Prepare  for 
aiBifiion»  peHecotion,  and 
death;  I/'weJuJinrnoiibkim 
mufiaU  he  glmrified  tugitUr* 
trHhmuaid.  tbfd.  Sjfttmat 
Jku  xvii.  €Ap.  ix.  Ca/^  Com* 
/cmrti^  3.  ^Uie  Memtt  eff$ 
hmmm*  cbriJHammeditatifmiset 
tur^t  atf  Cbrifinmt  utRigem/u^ 
Mrnvtrtmaei^  Tom^  i./.ioip. 
The  ifoUowing  example  is 
of  the  M/»r^  kind.  **  Prov. 
m.  3  a.  &  that  ruletb  his 
J^rit^  is  hetter  than  bu  *hat 
t4kttb  M.  city.  I .  Let  tts  /x- 
fbuu  what  it  n  to  mle  one^s 
own  fpirit  in  regard  to  our  a^- 
twral  difpofitiona,  farrooad-* 
iD|  ol^s^  and  vicioua  but 
Mhaiiti.  2.  Let  nz  frotf^, 
that  a  mauj  who  thus  ruleth 
his  own  fpirit,  excels  the 
greateft  conqueror.  In  order 
to  this,  we  need  only  make 
fcnr  obfirvations*  i.  On  the 
m^tpvos^  which  aitimaae  our 
two  heroes,    a.  On  the  #*• 


pJoitt^  that  they  perform.  3* 
On  the  entMff  whom  they  at«  ^ 
tack.  4.  On  the  rrwards^ 
which  they  obtain."  Saurin. 
Ser.  Tom.  ix.  8ur  ie  *oerita!bU 
hiroi/mi. 

Our  divines  purfue  very 
different  methods  of  di/pofing 
of  the  explanatory  parts  of 
thofe  Sermons,  which  they 
compofe  of  obfervations,  and 
explication. 

Sometimes  the  explanation 
majces  the  exordium.  Thus 
Tiu  Mofs  (on  Luke  xii.  21. 
f  0  //  kiy  that  lajnh  up  tna* 
Jmrefor  himfilf,  and  is  not  rich, 
tcnvardt  God.)  explains  the 
text  in  the  introdu^ion,  and 
then  adds  **  from  the  words 
thus  explained,  I  find  eround 
to  rai(e  thefe  two  oblervati* 
ons,  which  fhall  be  the  fob* 
jtSt  of  my  following  dif^ 
conrfe.  i.  A  greedy  defira 
of  riches,  and  a  fond  reli-^ 
ance  upon  them,  is  the  moll 
wretched  kind  of  folly  and 
improvidence.  2.  The  bei^ 
enjoyment,  and  wifeft  im- 
provcinent  of  our  worldly 
wealth,  is  to  be  rich  towardii 
God ;  that  U^  fo  to  nfe  and 
employ  what  we  have  as  to 
recommend  ourfelves  to  his 
benedidion  and  favour  there- 
by.** ^erm.  brforo  Governors 
of  City  Hofpitah  at  St.  Scpul-* 
chris.   1708. 

Sometimes  the  explication  ' 
makes  one  part  of  the  body 
of  th(;  difcourfe.    **  Mat.  v. 
16. 
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apparel.  Here  it  will  be  neccffaiy  to  explain  in  a  few 
words  the  caufe  of  their  looking  Jiedfaftly  toward 
keaven\  for,  by  lifting  their  eyes  after  their  di- 
vine matter,  they  exprefled  the  inward  emotions 
of  their  minds.  It  will  be  needful  alfo  to  explain 
this  other  expreflion,  as  be  went  up^  and  to  ob^ 
ferve^  that  it  muft  be  taken  in  its  plain  popular 
fcnfe;  and  that  it  fignifies  not  merely  the  removal 
of  his  vifible  prefcnce,  while  he  remained  invifibly 
upon  earth :  but  the  abfolute  abfence  of  his  hu- 
manity. This  is  the  natural  fcnfe  of  the  words, 
and  the  obfcrvation  is  neceflary  to  guard  us  againft 
that  fenfc,  which  the  church  of  Rome  impofes  on 
them  for  the  fake  of  tranfubftantiadon.(4)  You  may 

alfq 


i6.  Let  your  Us;bt  fo  Jhine  hi" 
fore  metiy  and  fo  on.  i.  Shenu 
v/hat  is  implied  in  the  duty 
of  letting  our  light  Ihine  be* 
fore  men.  2.  Lay  down 
foine  CO  nil  derations  proper 
to  enforce  the  pradice  of  it. 
3 .  Obfefvc  how  far  thefe  con- 
£deracion8  may  afFed  all 
Chrillians  in  general,  or  Tome 
in  particular.**  Dr.  Water- 
land's  Serm.  bef.  Sons  of  the 
Clergy  at  St.  Paul's.  Dec*  14. 
1721. 

Some  mix  explication  and 
obfervation  all  through  the 
fermon,  explaining  each  pro- 
portion and  obferving  and 
enforcing  the  inferences,  that 
arife  from  it.  The  difcxetioa 
of  the  preacher  muft  deter- 
mine the  difpoiing  of  thefe 
elucidations  and  obfervati- 
ons. 

(4.)  Tranfubjlantiatiou*  A 
learned  foreigner  very  pro- 
perly calls  this    *<  the  moil 


monftrous  doflrine  that  thq 
frenzy  of  fuperftition  was  ca- 
pable of  inventing."  It  was 
eftablifhed  by  Pope  Inno- 
cent III.  in  the  thirteenth 
century  in  the  fourth  council 
of  Lateran,  held  in  the  year 
1215.  The  Greek  church 
adopted  it  in  the  feventeenth 
century.  Oar  author  gained 
the  higheft  reputation  by  his 
controverfy  with  the  famous 
Nicole  on  this  article.  He 
proved  by  invincible  argu- 
ments that  the  doSlrine  was 
not  known  till  the  ninth 
century,  nor  the  *word  tran- 
fubftantiation  until  the  thir- 
teenth, Vid.  Mojheim.  Hift, 
EccL  Cent.  xiii.  xvii. 

Many  of  the  reformers* 
who  rejeded  the  dodrine  of 
tranfubftantiation,  or  the 
change  of  the  bread  and 
wine  into  the  body  and  blood 
of  Chrift,  retained  or  invent- 
ed wild»  unintelligible  non 
tion?, 
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dfo  briefly  cxphin  this  other  cxpreflion,  behold! 
two  metiy  and  (hew,  that  they  were  angels  in  hu- 
man ftiaj>cs-  Here  you  may  difcufs  the  qucftion 
trf  •  angelical  appearances  tinder  human  forms* 
Notwithftanding  thefe  brief  explications,  this  is  a 
text,  that  muft  be  difcuflfed  by  way  of  obferva- 
tion. 

Obfcrvc,  in  general,  when  explication  and  ob- 
fervation  meet  in  one  texti  you  muft  always  ex- 
plain the  part»  that  needs  explaining,  before  you 
make  any  obfervations ;  for  obfervations  muft  not 
be  made,  till  you  have  eftablifhed  the  fenfe  plain 
and  clear.  (5) 

4.  Some- 


doDS^  or  rather  inexplicaible 
expreffions,  concerning  the 
Lord's  fuppen  Lather  tangbt 
that  the  real  bod/  and  blood 
of  Chrid  were  received  along 
with  the  bread  and  wine, 
and  that  the  body  of  Chriil 
was  joined  with  the  bread  as 
in  a  ltd  hot  iron  two  dilUnd 
fttbfiances  £re  and  iron  are 
united;  and  this  he  called 
cjmfubpmitiaiion.  The  efla- 
bliihed  church  of  England 
nfes  Ttry  doubtful  language 
on  this  article.  «'  The  body 
of  ChriA  is  given,  taken, 
and  eat€»  in  the  fupper,  only 
after  an  heavenly  and  fpiri-^ 
Uud  manner,  and  the  mean, 
whereby  the  body  of  Chrift 
is  received  and  eaten  in  the 
iiipper,  is  faith."  Article 
xxviii. 

The  explication  of  this  ar- 
ticle renders  its  meaning  dill 
more  abftrufe.  <'  The  out- 
ward  part  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
j)er  is  bread  and  wine — the  in- 


'ward  part  is  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrift,  which  [body 
and  blood]  are  ^uerily  and  in- 
deed t^ktn  and  received  by  the 
faithful  in  the  Lord's  fup- 
per."   Catecbi/m. 

The  reformers  thought 
therafelves  authorized  to  ufe 
language  of  this  kind  by  the 
vi.  of  John :  but  this  chapter 
has  no  more  to  do  with  the 
Lord's  fupper  than  it  has 
with  the  creation  of  the 
world,  as  feveral  of  our  la- 
ter divines  have  fhewn.  See 
Dr,  Harrises  zd  Serm*  cm 
Tranfubft.  at  Salten-halL 
1735.  The  iii^  proteflants 
had  been  fo  long  accullomed 
to  coniider  the  Lord*s  fupper 
as  a  myftery,  that  they  were 
not  ofiended  at  the  uninteJli- 
giblenefs  of  their  language 
and  fentiments  on  this  fub- 
jea. 

(5)  Before  you  make  any  ob- 

fer*vations  explain  and  tftablijh 

your  meanings    The  violation 

of 
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4.  Somemnes  an  obfervatiou  au^  hi  m4fd$  ly 
way  of  explica$kn^  as  when  you  would  infer  fotne- 
ihkig  important  from  the  meaning  of  ^  origuud 
term  in  the  text.  For  example;  Ad$  xi.  i.  Aiid 
when  the  day  of  Pmiicoft  was  fully  como^  $bey  wen 
all  with  one  accord  in  one  place.  It  will  be  proper 
here  to  explain  and  enforce  the  Greek  word  o^dv 
1*0^01,  which  is  tranflated  wi^  one  accord^  (6)  for 

ic 


of  this  rule  is  common,  and 
a  preacher  fometimes  makes 
ebfervations  for  an  hour 
without  condercending  to  in* 
fonn  the  people  what  he  is 
teaching.  Siifpote/aith  were 
the  fubjedy  it  would  not  be 
enough  to  ctjin/e-^i*  /aiti 
is  a  gifi  of  God — 2.  /a$tA 
works  by  lonft'^l,  faith  is  a 
immUiifg  grace— -A. /k//^  is  a 
Janjing  grace — ana  k>  on ;  for 
the  preacher  ihonld  ia^  (hew 
what  faith  itfelf  is.  This 
fault  prevails  very  much  in 
the  applicationsV>f  iermons. 
Many  preachers  clofe  their 
fermons  by  addrefles  to  faints 
— *to  linners— and  to  feekers 
of  Gody  or,  88  fome  love  to 
cxprefs  themfelves,  to  fenii- 
l>le  iinners;  and,  for  want  of 
explaining  their  meaning, 
their  people  go  away  without 
knowing  to  which  dafs  they 
belong.  Afiurances  of  fal- 
vation  belong  to  faints— 
chreatnings  to  finners— and 
encouragements  to  feekers, 
at  they  are  quaintly  culled : 
hot  it  minifters  great  diftrefs 
to  timorous  minds  to  be  left 
in  doubt  concerning  the 
clafs,  to  which  they  belong* 
and  at  the  fame  tin^e  it  che* 


rifhes  pride  and  prefumptloa 
in  bold  forward  ignorant 
hearers,  who  never  fail  to  ar- 
rogate to  themfelvtt  the  ti* 
ties  and  privileges  of  the 
people  of  (jod.  People  will 
naturally  enquire,  of  'whom 
fpioketh  the  frvfhet  f  and  they 
deferve  an  anfwer*. 

The  Roman  rhetoricraii 
hat  well  obferved,  that  tbrtt 
things  are  eCential  to  the 
carrying  a  pdint.  What  we 
affirm  mnft  be  undirfiood^^ 
ttmembertd  -^  and  Mitvtd* 
*•  Si  acciderir,  ut  Judex  ant 
non  intelligat-^aat  noit  me^ 
minerit  •—  aut  non  crednt, 
ft*uftra  in  reliqnit  InboHiW- 
mus.^'   %»!»/.  I/tf4  LiS.  m 

(6)  Tie  Greii  tvorf  ofitHu^ 
fLft^tif  Jignjfits  nuitb  oni  mctord. 
That  IS,  it  iigniiiet  M  i»  tM» 
place,  agfeeably  to  the  pro* 
per  liberal  etymology  of  the 
word.  This  adverb  it  Ibrm-^ 
ed  from-  the  adjective  «]uio6c/« 
yi^y  and  the  adjeaive  frome 
ofcl^  ixmilit,  and  ^vfjL^  ani* 
mus.  Qfu^fjutS'oit  uno  animo 
— nna  mente— concord!  ani- 
morum  voluntate-^nnanimi* 
tcr.  Hederici  Lex* 

lot 
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it  fignificSi  that  they  had  the  fame  hope,  the  lame 
opinions,  the  fame  judgment;  and  thus  their  una- 
luiiiit^  is  ^iftinguifhed  from  an  exterior,  and  nc- 
gaciye  agreement,  which  confifts  in  a  mere  pro- 
feffion  of  having   no    different  fencimcnts,  and 
in   not  falling  out:   but  this  may  proceed  from 
negligence,  ignorance,  or  fear  of  a  tyrannical  au- 
thority.    The  uniformity,*  of  which  the  church  of 
Rome  boafts,  is  of  this  kind  j  for  if  they  have  no 
difpiKes  and  quarrels  among  them   on    feligious 
matters,  (which,  however,  is  not  granted.)  it  is 
owing  tQ  the  ftupidity  and  ignorance,  in  which  the 
people  are  kept,  or  to  that  indifference  and  neg- 
ligence, which  the  gres^tefk  part  of  th^t  community 
dilbover  towards  religion,  concerning  which  they 
'^Jdorh  trouble  themfclves ;  or  to  the  rear  of  that  ty- 
ranziical  domination  of  their  prelates,  with  which 
the  GOBilitution  of  thi^ju;  churcli  ar^s  them.    No^ 
confider  fuch  an  unifbrmity  how  you  will,  it  will 
appear  a  falfc  peace.  If  ignorance  or  negligence  pro- 
duce it,  it  refembles  the  quiet  of  dead  carc^fes  in  a 
burying-ground,  or  the  profound  filcnpe  of  night, 
when  a)4  are  afleep;  and,  if  it  be  owing  to  fear,  it 
is  the  ftillncfs  of  a  galley-flave  under  the  ftrokes 

of 


Bat  this  word  boot  always  place,  mti^  on0  Mccord,  eon* 

vftd'predffly  in  this  fen fe.  iientientibus  vods,  animis,  <t 

SoiDcunics  it  only  fignifies/'-  ftudiis.     The  fcqpe  of  the 

muL    Thas  Lam.  iil  8.  .om«-  place,  more  Ihaa  the  ctymo- 

flbfutJW  nJ^ymffi,    tJbejt.  [the  logy,   determines  the  (tnCf, 

fampart  and  the  walJ]  Am-  that  they  have  given  tt« 

gmJbeJ  sqgether^     Job  xxxiv.  Some  divi&es,  frooi   this^ 

15.  TfAiu/j}<r«K  '9ftfit  ^«f^  0-  and  other  fuch  pafiages,  pre- 

■fA'^vfjLaJ^oPf  allfitp  fiiali  pi-  tend  to  derive  the  impra^i- 

rijti^etbiv.      i  Chron.  x.  6.  cable    dodrine  of  religions 

•^vfjuLi'r^  A-nt^dUf^f  ail Satfti  vnifwmity:  a  fine,  fpeculati- 

houft    diid   together^        Our'  on!    and   that  is   all.      See 

tranilators     have   .  cenasnly  Vol.  L  p.  232.  n.  7* 
rendered  it  properly,  in  this 

V01..IL  B                  .  C7>  P^> 
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of  his  officer,  a  mere  fhadow  of  acquiefcence  pro- 
duced by  timidity,  and  unworthy  of  the  name  of 
unanimity.  (7)  The  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  were 
not  uniform  in  this  fenfe:  but  their  unanimity  was 
inward,  and  pofitivc,  they  were  of  one  hearty  and 
one  foul  This  explication,  you  perceive,  is  itfclf 
a  very  juft  obfervation,  and  there  arc  very  many 
paflagcs  of  fcripture,  which  may  be  treated  of  in 
the  fanjp  manner.  (8) 

.      •  S.Obfer. 


(7)  P^^fi  uniformity  is  ««- 
nvorthj  of  the  name  of  unani- 
mitj.  There  are  two  geoe* 
ral  ffltthods  of  proving  tliii 
.propoiition.'  The  firft  is  by 
narrating  the  hiftory  of  pope- 
ry ;  for  of  what  does  it  con- 
'iid  bat  difputes,  divifionsy  in* 
.finite  intrigoes  and  endlefs 
wars  \  The  other  is  an  expo- 
fare  of  tBfe  primipUs  of  po- 
pery«  which  nbtortoafly  de« 
ftroy  what  they  pretend  to 
chcrifh. 

Thas  one  of  our  divines. 
*«  Rom.  xi.  22.  Thefrinci- 
plis  of  popery  are  fchifmati- 
cal.  I .  The  church  of  Rome 
requires  the  profefiion  and 
pra^ice  of  great  erron^  and 
dangerous  corruptions.  2. 
This  church  hath  made  all 
thefe  errors  and  corruptions 
necejfary  terms  of  communion* 
.  3,  Thefe  corruptions  are  im- 
pofed  with  a  moft  nuckaritahle 
rigor.  4.  Thefe  errors  and 
corruptions  are  impofed  on 
perfons^  who  cannot  profefs 
and  prad^ite  them  without 
damnahUfin.  $*  The  funda- 
mental corruption  of  this 
church  ii  a  virtual  denying  of 


Chrift  Jefus  the  hemi^  mnd  4 
renouncing  of  aHeginsteg  fn 
him 9  &c.  Mo/es  Lowm4M*j 
Serm*  at  Sabers^haU.  I73S* 
The  principlis  of  popny  fchij* 
matical. 

(8)  The  original  terms  of 
many  paffages  offcripturgif* 
ford  juft  and  pertinent  obfer^a- 
tions.  The  Englifli  tranfla- 
tioo  of  the  holy  fcriptures  if 
in  general  fo  Juft,  and  the 
conieauences  of  finding  fault 
with  It  fo  injurious  to  th« 
common  people,  that  tytry 
prudent  minifter  will  avoid 
needlefs  obfervations  of  this 
kind.  It  is  not  fair  to  (bake 
the  people's  confidence  in 
their  bibles  every  LordVday 
for  no  other  reaion  than  that 
of  di^laying  our  eruditimi^ 
There  are,  however,  oiaay 
texts,  which  ought  to  be  elu- 
cidated as  our  author  dire&s.* 
A  few  examples  follow. 

Ads  xii.  4.  Herod  intend- 
ed after  Eafter  to  bring  Peter 
forth:  (AiloL  70  'woLffUA  after 
the  paftovor. 

I  Con  xi.  29.    He,  that 

eateth  and  drinketh  nnworthi* 

ly»  eateth  and  drinketh  /•«• 

toaiinte 
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5*  ObfervatloDS^.  for  the  mod  part,  ought  to  be 
iheologicalj  that  is  to  fay,  they  fhouid  belong  to  a 
fyft^  of  religion.  Sometimes,  indeed,  we  may 
make  ufe  of  obfervations  hiHorical,  philofophical, 
and  critical  s  but  thefe  ihould  be  uted  iparingly, 

and 


•o/xMi  to  himielf :  n^tptA  %av*  preach  moral  fbsU/hffyf  nor 

rm^judgmnt  to  himfelf ;  that  did  I  deliver  mv  dodirine  in 

it,   he  incurs  feme  temporal  lamgmage  formed  by  /hetoii- 

pnniihment  as  £cknefs,  &c.  cal  roles. 


Tit.  iii.  14.  Let  ours  alfo. 
learn  to  maintain  g^odnun-ks: 
to  exircifi  U'UfJul  bufinefM  Sf  • 
ym  fsepe  eft  opus  illud»  quod 
nnum  agimus  in  vita,  vitrn 
adio.  Sic  Cicir9  dtnat.  diwr,  i. 
*'  De  figuris  deoram,  et  de 
locis  atque  fedibus*  et  de  ar- 
tiomt  vitae  mulu  dicnncur." 
Gen.  xlvii.  3.  Ti  ?•  cf^or 
i;//«ir  ;  -  *  •  «  ^^ifitns  4SiCfC*- 
7«r.    Jonah  i.  8*  Tk  ^v  it  f p* 

§>«•     Sic  Scpboc.    im  Otdif^ 
fjram. 


?er.  30.  an  obfervation  ought 

alfo  to  be  made  here  on  the 

iimti  for  although  it  plefifed 

God  to  puniih  an  abufe  of  the 

Lord^s  fupper  in  the  Corin- 
thian church  with  ficknefs, 

or  fudden  death,  yet  the  fame 

£n  is  not  puniihed  in  the 

fiune  manner  asov. 

I  Cor.  ii.  I.    I  came  not 

with  excellency  oi  /ptech^  or 

of  nffifdomi    coif i a    fiensfies 

here  the  maitir  of  8t.  Paul's 

preachingt    and   h^y^  the 

MMMir^  fee  ver.  4*  I  did  not 

Oi.  Ep^«p  ijt§fifjwm9  ^0i9r,  n  fMov  r/rct| 
0fi«  noifxrof)  &€• 

Compare  Eph.  iv.  aS.  PhiL 
iv.  17.  Vid.  plura  in  nor. 
J>Muun  in  Of.  Cbryfift.  torn. 
viii./.  545.  Edit.  SaviL 

Tit.  ii.  12.  Live  fihtr^f^ 
rigbtewfyf  and  godly  :  om^ 
epor««  erga  /i  ipjum  i'lMuoH 
jttfteerga  praximumf  tvcidn 
ttgkDeum.  Xtmph.  Mimorah. 
S0C.  De/.  aa.  2  Pet.  ii.  13. 
Jnde  12.  KyATiUff  lo^e-- 
/esfie.  **  Thefe  were  fup* 
pers«  not  attended  with  the 
Lord's  fupper.  Chriftians 
did  not  confider  thefe  of  di- 
vine inltiuition,  and  there- 


fore dropped  them,  when  die 
Emperor  Trajan  by  Pliny  in' 
Bithynia  forbad  their  meet- 
ings.'' Dr.  Lardner.  ujt. 
heath,  ii.  9.  p,  ±0,    . 

From  all  thele,  and  many 
more  of  the  fame  kind,  arife 
juft  and  pertinent  obfervati- 
ons, which  may  be  directed 
to  popular  edification :  but 
it  would  be  better  wholly  to 
omit  them  than  to  introduce 
them  unguardedly,  and  {o  as 
to  excite  groundlefi  fufpici- 
ons  concerning  the  whole 
Engliih  veriion. 

B  2  (9)  Hi/0^ 
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ind  fcldom,  on  ncccflary  occafidns^^and  when  tlicy 
eannot  well  be  avoided -^  "and  even  then  ^hejr 
ought  to  be  pertinent,  and  not  common, \hat 
they  may  be  heard  with  fatisfaftion.  Make  it  a 
kiW  to  be  generally  very  brief  on  obfervations  of 
thefe  kinds,  and  to  inform  your  audience,  that 
you  only  make  them  en  paffanL  (9) 

ITiere 


(9)  lUft^ricaU  phihfiphicaU 
4nd  crhital  oh/erkHUhns  ought 
to  hi  hritf.  All  obiervatt(ms 
oF  thcfe  kifi^s,  intended  ifo 
elacidate  the  Uxtj  are  too 
iltort,  whkh  do  not  anfwer 
this  end;  and,  vnYietk  this  end 
it  anfwered,  all  enlarge- 
ments are  fuperfltious.  Thif 
remark  regards  the  text  onlyj 
for  in  regard  to  the  dtfcourfi^ 
which  is  an  elucrdation  of 
the  fcnfe,  or  general  mean^ 
ing  of  the  text,  it  mull  be  al- 
lowedy  ibme  of  our  fineft 
fermons  are  grounded  on  phi- 
lofophicalt  Uftortcaly  and 
critical  data.  The  fol low- 
ing will  exemj^tify  jb^  dieaii* 
ing. 

•'  Pfal.  IxF.  5.  My  foul 
Jball  be  /atijiid  as  wth  mar-- 
row  and  /tf/w^.— There  it  a 
piety  of  iajle  and  feeling  dp- 
poled  to  a  piety  of  examina* 
lion  and  reafoning''^p\eiy  of 
reafoning  isy^^r;  but  chat  of 
talle  is  plea/ant^  and  there- 
fore preferable  —  there  arc 
certain  /ympatbies  and  anti- 
pathies which  almoft  My 
explication,  and  yti  are  ob* 
viout  and  undeniable*— ob- 
fcryation  of  thefe  will  eluci-. 
date  the  d^arine  of  the  text. 


the  pietjr  of  tafte  and  feel- 
ing. 

1.  Senfihk  ehjeBs  affeff  vf 
kare  than  ahfiraSt  inififibh 
objtBs  d9*  A  play  afiedts  qs 
more  than  a  fermon,  not  that 
we  prefer  a  play  before  u 
fermon  :  but  the  one  exhibits 
fenfible  objeds,  the  other 
treats  of  inviiibles,  as  of 
God»  heaven,  h^H,  &c.  Pie- 
ty of  tafte,  then,  includes 
freedom  from  the  dominion 
of  the  fenfes. 

2.  Imagfnathn  fopplits  the 
place  tf  ftup  and  rea/tm*  An 
ideal  good  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  real,  if  it  be  accompa- 
nied with  an  apiparatus  pro- 
per to  llrike  the  magioation. 
The  features  of  a  perfon  do 
not  pVove,  that  a  .union  witk 
hibi  would  .produce  bappt- 
nefs,  and  yet  the  cloieft  uni- 
on is  frequently  iprmed  oq 
ibme  fuch  prejudice.  Objefo 
of  piety  are  unaccompanied 
with  impoiing  appearances^ 
and,  therefore,  they  afted  us 
tine  lefs.  Piety  of  .tafte 
guards  sgainft  imagination^ 
and  appeals  to  reafon. 

•  ^.  J  pre/int  gocdt  w  a^uf^ 
tht  oijvymint  ofnnhkh  is  nemr^ 
ajf'e3s  us  aure  than  an  ah/ent 
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There  are,  1  allow,  fome  cafes,  in  which  ob* 
fervations  remote  from  theology  are  neceflary  to* 
the  elucidating  of  a  text.  "^Vhen  jhefc  happen, 
ftiakc  your  obfcrvations  profeffidly^  and  explain* 
aftd  prove  them.  But,  I  repeat  it  again,  in  gene- 
ral, obfervations  fhould  be  purely  theological^ 
either  fpeculative,  which  regard  the  myfteries  of 
Chriftianity,  or  praftical,  which  regard  morality ; 
for  the  pulpit  was  crcded  to  inftruft  the  minds  of 
men  in  religious  fubje£t%  and  not  to  gratify  €urio<* 
fity,  to  inflame  the  heart,  and  not  to  find  play  for 
imagination,  (i) 

6.  Obfcr- 


go&d^  9r  than  a  gdod  to  hi  en^ 
joyid  at  fime  diftant  period, 
Siofal  objeds  propose  prefent 
cojoyxnent,  religious  objects 
propofe  future  happinefs,  and 
dierefore  tlie  fird  afTe^  us 
moft.  Piety  of  lafte  antici- 
pates futurity. 

4.  ^  goodt  in  pojejpng 
vjbicb  nvi  bame  found  pleajurt^ 
froduces  in  our  hearts  in  its 
ah/ence  as  n/ebement  defines  as 
«  goody  tbat  is  aSually  in  pre* 
^/$nt  we-w.  Piety  of  tafle, 
then,  avoids  worldly  plca- 
fures  for  the  fake  of  becom- 
ing lefs  feiiiible  to  wordly 
pleafures;  and  it  increafeth 
the  pleafures  of  devotion  by 
frequentfy  pralti^ng  devo* 
tional  excrcifcs.**  Saur.  Ser. 
iv.  Sur  le  gout  pour  dent, 

( I )  /»  fotne  cafes  make  bifto- 
rital  and  critical  ohfernjations 
frofejedly.  There  are  levcral 
theological  fubje^ts,  ,wliich 
cannot  be  difcufled  without 
fnch  obfervations.  Texts, 
which  fome  fay  are  intirfo- 


latedf  muft  be  vindicated 
thus.  I  John  V.  7.  What 
Mr.  Martin^  the  beft  vindica- 
tor of  the  genuinenefs  of  this 
text,  has  faid  critically,  and 
hiftorically  on  the  fubjed^ 
Dr.  Calamy  has  wrought  in- 
to a  fer mo n  on  the  fame  paf- 
(z^.  See  Martinis  EJJay  on  I 
^obn  V.  7.  2)r.  Calamj  nn 
the  Trinity, 

Texts,  the  underllanding 
of  which  d^ends  on  cbrono* 
logy  and  biftory^  muft  be  diA 
cuffed  thus.  The  fcvcnty 
weeks  of  Daniel,  ix«  24.—- 
The  time  of  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  Gal.  iv,  4.  —  The 
time  of  his  crucifixion  and 
refurreQion,  1  Cor.  xv.  3,  4. 
—  The  beginning  and  the 
end  of  the  great  apoftafy, 
2  The/T.  ii.  I. . .  8.  Rev.  xiii. 
18.  xvii.  10,  II,  12.  — Thft 
flaying  of  the  witneffes.  Rev. 
xi.  3.  7.  !!•  and  many  more 
of  the  fame  kind. 

All  thefe  fubje£ts  are  un- 
popular, and,  in  fome  fenfe, 
ne- 
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6.  ObiervatioiM  Ihould  not  be  prppofed  In 
icholaftic  flyle,  nor  in  common-plaCe  guife.  (2) 
Irhcy  ftiould  be  feafoncd  with  a  fwcct  urbanity, 
accommodated  to  the  capacities  of  the  people, 
and  adapted  to  the  manners  of  good  men.  (2) 

One 


^eceflary  to  the  general  edi« 
£catlon,  for  oo  the  truth  o( 
the  fads»  and  not  on  the 
cxafi  tinu  of  their  acc6m- 
jdiifiiment,  depends  the  pco« 
pies  faith. 

(2)  Oi/irvMtions  Jbould  not 
if  profojhi  in  common- f^ met 
gmfi.  Many  fermons  of  the 
kft  century  are  mere  com* 
Bion-place  coIlcdion$>  and 
thofe  of  the  intrigaing,  time- 
lerving  part  of  the  clergy 
are  the  very  wortt  of  this  bad 
kind.  They  had  not  time 
fto  flady  their  fubjefls,  to 
form  a  ftyle»  and  to  compbfe 
a  good  fermon.  Pull  of  fecui. 
lar  projeds^  fired  with  am- 
bition and  refentmenty  and 
obliged  fometimes  to  preach 
and  print*  they  were  driven 
to  the  fad  neceifity  of  retail- 
ing the  coBimon-places  of 
the  wholefale  dealers^  whom 
they  execrated.    One  exam- 

file  (hall  fuffice.  Seth» 
Ward]  lord  bifiiop  of  Sa- 
Tum  preached  the  funeral 
ferxnon  of  the  duke  of  Alber- 
marie  exadly  in  this  way. 
^*  1  Cor.  XV.  n«  The  gof.- 
pel  cells  us.  That  God  hath 
appointed  a  day  wherein  he 
will  judge  the  world.  That 
Chrift  is  ordained  of  God,  to 
to  htjiiJ^e  both  of  quick  and 
dciid* 


That  he  ihall  come  im  tie 
clouds  -  -  - 

That  he  fliall  fend  hxs 
kmgeis  -  -  - 

That  he  fliall  >&  npon  the 
throne  of  his  glory. 

That  all  nations  Ihall  be 
gathered  -  -  - 

Chrift  hath  ^ffitrei  the 
world  of  the  trvth  of  this 
theory. 

Not  by  giving  the  world  a 
/it  and  /erie^  of  imnjinary 
principles  of  vain  philosophy  - 

Not  by  bare  ajfertions  and 
tffifident  repetitiont  -  -  - 

Not  by  phantaftieal  oi/ctari 
ratiocinations  concerning  ««ar- 
ters,  ^ifihieles" 

In  this  naked  manner,  aa 
boys  firing  birds  eggSt  did 
this  glorious  divine  connect 
the  parts  of  his  fermon,  till, 
toward  the  clofe,  he  preached 
himfelf  into  what  he  calls 
iocum  Isihricumy  where  we  (hall 
at  prefent  leave. him  to  gel 
out  as  he  can. 

(S)  Oi/trvations  fiiould  h€ 
feajoned  <witk  ajkveet  urhanitj. 
Urbanity  is  oppofed  to  ruiU-> 
city,  and  that,  of  which  oiir 
author  fpeaks,  regards  both 
xht/uhjeB  itfelf,  and  the  Anv<- 
guage^.XYi  whichitisexprefTed* 
The  Roman  rhetorician  in- 
cludes geilure,  &c.  In  qua 
nihil  abibnum,  nihil  agrefte» 
nihil 
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One  of  the  beft  expedients  for  this  purpofc  is  a 
redu£Hon  of  obfcure  matters  to  a  natural,  popular, 
fnodera  air.  You  can  never  attain  this  ability, 
unleis  yo^  acquire  a  habit  of  conceiving  clearly  of 
fubjefts  yourfelf,  (4)  and  of  expreffing  them  in  a 
free,  familiar,  eafy  manner,  remote  from  every 
thing  forced)  and  far-fetched.  (^)    All  long  trains 

of 


nibil  inconditQiDy  nihil  pere- 
grinttsn,  neque  fenfu^  neqae 
%f  rhisy  neque  ere,geflun;.i  poflit 
deprehendi.  ^intJkftXib.'iy. 
Urbanity  is  not  one  finglc 
qualification,  it  is  the  union 
of  all.  There  are  vulgar  no- 
tions, vnlgar  expreflions,  val- 
var ^eftnres,  .vulgar  pronun- 
ciations: and  there  are  on 
the  contrary  finical  airs,  and 
fine-fpun  theories,  which  are 
all  oppofite  to  urbanity.  This 
dilcourfe  is  too  learned,  that 
is  too  common— this  flyle  is 
too  diff,  that  is  too  flimfy — 
this  air  is  too  haughty,  and 
that  is  too  free-^this  fermon 
is  too  orderly,  and  that  is 
too  negligent-«ln  fhort,  if 
srbanity  be  not  in  the 
preacher,  it  will  never  be 
in  his  fermons,  and  nothing 
can  give  it  him  but  a  fami- 
liar converfe  with  the  politer 
part  of  mankind.  Well- 
Dred  women  ar^  the  beft  tu- 
tors of  this  fcience:  but  it 
might  be  dangerous  to  the 
morals  of  ibme  young  men  to 
be  pot  nnder  their  tuition.  A 
refined  way  of  thinking,  a 
delicacy  of  expreiTion,  in- 
namerable  graces  of  elocu- 
lion   and  aclion»   belong  to 


fbmc  of  the  fair  fex ;  and^ 
without  finking  from  manly 
dignity  into  fqueaking  effe- 
minacy, a  grave  wile  maa 
may  receive  many  a  law  from 
their  lips.  Strength  and  h^^ 
nour  an  their  clothing'^the^ 
open  their  mouths  <with  tvij^ 
dom^  and  thi  law  of  kindnefs 
is  in  thtir  tongues.  Pro  v.  xxxi. 

(4)  Acquire  a  hahit  of  con- 
cein/ingcJearfy  offuhpBs.  "  i- 
Conceive  ofthings  cUarly  and 
difin^y  in  their  own  uaturetm 
a.  Conceive  of  things  com^ 
fletelj  in  all  their  parts,  j. 
Conceive  of  things  compr^ 
henfivelj  in  all  their  properties 
and  relations,  4.  Conceive 
of  things  extenfively  in  '  all 
their  kinds.  Conceive  of 
things  ordtrljy  or  in  a  proper 
method," 

Dr.  1Vatts*s  Logicky  Chap.  vi. 

(5)  Exprefsyour  thoughts  in 
ii  FREB  manner.  A  miniller 
of  Jcfus  Chriil  ihould  tbiult. 
freely.  Dr.  Bentley  fome- 
where  execrates  thofe,  who 
brought  free- thinking  into 
difrepute  by  their  abufe  of 
the  term.  A  fober  free- 
thinker, uncompelled  by 
human  authority,    and    uir- 

reilraincd 
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of  arguments,  all  eoibarraffinents  of  (Jivilions  aiyl 
fubdiviiions,  all  metaphyfical  invefUgauons,  which 

are 


retrained  by  human  formur 
laries,  is  the  mod  likely  of 
any  man  to  attain  that  gcno- 
;,ious  liberal  tfxpanfibility  pf 
lentiment,  which  the  re- 
deemer of  the  fouls  of  man* 
kind  every  where  inculcates. 
A  miniiler  of  Chriit  (hovktd 

•  AeaA  freely.  His  language 
ihould  be  franky  open«  inge- 
nuous, free  from  duplicity 
and  fu(ptcion  of  collqfion. 
St. Paul  leems  to  include  both 
in  2  Cor.  iv.  1 2.  tlAAw  ^atf 
ftia^tA  XP^/^^^^9  multa  liber- 
tate  utimuc*  fc.  in  evangel  10 
prxdicando.  ^iV.  eiiam 
z  Cor.  V.  2. 

Exfrefi  your/elf  in  a  fami- 
liar manaer.  There  is  a 
fofCy  domeftick  ftyle,  fuch  as 
a  wife  parent  ufes  to  his  fa* 
mily:  but  this  is  nothing 
like  the  iilly  cant  of  an  old 
Burft.  Dear  fouls-^precious 
fouls— Nearly  beloved«<-and 
an  hundred  more  fuch 
phrafesy  hovirever  proper  in 
certain  connections ,  .  have 
been  hackneyed  out  of  tbeir 
fenfes  in  chriftian  pulpits. 
MinifterSy  who  ainl  at  this 
excellence,  fliould  remember, 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  being 
too  familiar. 

Exprefs yurfilf  in  an  easy 
manner*     Here  alfo  are  two 

'  extremes.  The  formal  ^if- 
ntfi  of  a  pedant,  and  the 
tanleffk/s  of  a  man,  who 
does  not  refped  his  com* 
pany,  are  both  at  a  diilance 


from  Mr.  Claude's  eafe.  The 
eafc  of  the  manner  of  a  chrtT- 
tian  pieach^f  in  the  pulpit  la 
net  the  eff^jje  qf  a  man  tf/«ar» 
who  mav  loll— and  hem-^ 
and  hawk— and  cough — and 
fpit — and  blow  his  nofe — bat 
it  is  the  eafe  of  a  welUbred 
man  in  company.  The  eaie 
of  the  mattery  of  which  a 
chriilian  fermon  is  compofed, 
is  a  relative  idea,  and  muil 
take  its  ipeanine  from  the 
perfons  addrefled;  for  that 
fiibj  ft  may  be  very  eafy  to 
fome,  which  is  extremely 
difficult  to  others.  Nothing 
makes  fpeaking  on  a  fubjeft 
fo  eafy  to  the  fpeaker  as  a 
thorough  underfiandingof  it. 
With  what  perfect  eafe  to 
themfelvesy  and  with  what 
unembarraJTed  facility  to 
others  do  people  in  all  pal)- 
lick  places  ot  traffick  com- 
municate their  ideas!  The 
reafon  is,  they  underftand 
what  they  talk  about. 

Exprefs  your  thoughts  in  an 
UNFORCED  manner.  A  fub- 
jeQ  is  forced,  when  it  is 
made  to  fpeak  the  direft 
contrary  of  the  text,  from 
which  it  is  pretended  to  be 
drawn  ;  or  when  a  direftion 
is  any  way  given  it  contrary 
to  its  genuine  meaning.  Here 
follows  an  example  of  each. 
Heb.  V.  4.  [as]  Nomantaketb 
this  honour  [of  high  pried- 
hoodJ  /•  him/elf  \  hut  he  that 
is  caUid  of  God 9  as  was  Aaron  : 
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impefetincat^  and>  like  the  fidds,  the 

.cities^ 

iknreafendyley  Uiat  no  fort  of 
miniftcra  are  generally  more 
ddpifed  by  the  laity  of  their 
own  commiinion»  than  we  of 
the  eftahli/bed  ^\XTc\k  of  £Dg^ 
land.  A  Pafrfi  almott  aa 
much  adores  the  facrlficer, 
as  he  doth  the  facrifice  of 
the  mafs  «  -  -  d\ffenters  ge- 
nerally pay  a  ver^  gr^at  de- 
ference to  their  minifters  -  -  «. 
but  how  common  is  it  for 
men,  that  call  themfelvea 
font  of  ow  churchy  to  feoff  ac 
her  prlefts  -  -  *  I  ihall  con* 
fider  thefe  words,  i.  As  a 
caution  to  the  Uutf  not  to 
defpife  tbftkrgy  [that  is,  the 
€pi/copal  clergy.]  a.  As  a 
caution  to  the  cUrgy  to  give 
no  occaiion  to  defpife  them.'* 
Thus  begins  a  good  fermon 
on  the  above  words.  Wo 
think  the  divifion  natural  and 
the  inferences  juft :  but  the 
text  ujhrcid^  while  it  is  con^ 
fined  to  the  ept/copal  clergy^ 
for  it  is  equally  applicable  to 
all  minifters  of  other  commn^ 
nities.  Himry  Niwcom^s  Sgrm. 
preached  ai  a  wJUaiiom  mt 
Mantbijiir  1712.  Serious  ad-^ 
momtiom  to  edt  dejpifirs  ofr^t 
CLBaOT. 

Expre/s  jour  meamng  im  a 
n»ay  rttkote  fr%m  e*uery  thing 

FAa-FBTCHBD.        A    fubjCU 

i&far-fetchedy  when,  although 
it  may  have  ibme  connediion 
with  the  text,  yet  this  ccn 
neftion  lies  at  a  great  diftance 
and  obliges  the  preacher  to 
go  a  long,  long  way  to  come 
C  at 


JhedJhChrifi  gUrified  mt  him. 
/elff  he  modi  an  High^fr^fi, 
hut  ht  thai /aid  unto  htm^  Thou 
mrt  emy  /ou,  this  daf  hante  I 
heguim  thee.  St.  Paul  means 
l»  inform  the  Hebrews— thjkt 
dK  ehriJhMt  acouomj  was  of 
divine  mutation,  as  well  as 
that  of  Mofes^that  7^ 
Chri/i  had  as  clear  evidence 
of  ^/  appointment  to  ahoU/h 
the  Aaronical  priefthood  as 
Aaion  had  to  let  it  op-^the 
general  meanine;,  therefore, 
of  this  text  may  oe  contained 
in  this  proportion,  Je/us 
Chri/Ts  Aigh^fihood  had 
the  honour  of  a  divine  invi- 
tation; yet  this  very  text 
comes  'm>m  an  univerfity 
•prds  ^forced  into  a  proof  of 
the  divine  inftitution  of  -  -  - 
Bngli/t  Spi/copucy.  Defcnee  rf 
Epifcopa^i  Serm,  eU  Oxfordt 
1708.  Bffho.Bifi. 

Ifai.  uii.  7.     He  is  hroMghe 
me  m  lamh  to  tbeflaughter^  and 
mt  mffoip  hefore  hitfijearers  is 
dumt^/o  bo  opemtb    not   his 
mouth.    This  text  is  a  volun- 
teer in  the  fervice  of  ^e/us 
Chriji  i  but  a  zealous  divine 
nrelled  it  into  the  army  of 
hSs  matter,  forced  it  into  the 
iervice    of  ChatJos  I.     and 
made  it  blafpheme  through 
twenty-five  quarto  pages. 
Dr.  Longford's  Serm.  he- 
faro  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
«MM,  Jan.  30,   1697* 

«  Tit.  ii.  i;.  Let  no  man 
dffpife  thie.  It  is  in  fa6l  as 
notorious,  as  it  is  unjuil  and 

Vot.IL 
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cities,  and  the  houles,  which  we  imag^le  in  the 

clouds. 


at  it.  Here  fbllow  two  or 
three  examples.  A  preacher 
in  the  latter  end  of  tne  reign 
of  Charles  II.  propofed  to 
treat  of  patience  and  fuhmifflon 
to  AUTHORITY,  and  endea- 
voured, in  a  fermon  of  fifty- 
eight  quarto  pages,  to  preach 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
and  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
into  the  dodlrines  of  paflive-* 
obedience  and  non-re;fi fiance; 
and  to  this  purpoie  took  for 
his  text  Hieb.  x.  36.  Te  ba^e 
need  of  patience^  that,  after  ye 
have  dono  the  will  of 
God  ye  might  recei've  the 
promife.  From  patient  fub- 
miffion  to  the  will  of  God  to 
paffive  obedience  to  the  will 
of  king  Charles  is  a  long 
way !  What  a  herculean  la- 
hour  to  fetch  the  text  about! 
Dr.  Moore  at  Guildhall  Chtttel 
1684. 

Bp.  Bcveridgc  had  the 
courage  to  fet  out  at  i  Cor. 
xiv.  26.  Let  all  things  he  done 
to  edifying^  and,  in  one  fiagle 
oftavo  fermon  of  twenty-four 
pages,  the  dexterity  to  arrive 
at  the  excellency  and  ufefulnefs 
of  the  common-prayer- oook  ufed 
in  the  eft  ablijh:d  church  of  Eng- 
land, What  rapid  reaioning ! 
**  The  text  is  an  apoftolical 
f/rw»— the  common  prayer  is 
exa^ly  conformable  to  it — 
I,  [Dr.  Beveridge,  Rcdlor  of 
St.  Peter's  Cornhill.l  afcrihe 
the  compilation  of  it  to  the 
fame  extraordinary  ailiftance 
from  God,  which  afterwvds 


eAabled  the  coihpilers  to 
fuffer  martyrdom — ^The  di^U 
hath  had  a  fpitt  againft  the 
book  ever  fince  it  was  firft 
made  becaufe  it  is  deftrufUve 
of  his  kingdom— he  hatk 
employed  the  utmoft  of  his 
power  and  policy  to  blaft  its 
reputation — the  pa^s  threw 
it  out  once  in  (^Mary's 
days,  and  the ^^MutfiVi/ onted 
it  again  in  the  days  of  kine 
Charles — but  the  moft  high 
God  was  pleafed  in  a  mVa- 
cwkns  manner  to  refiore  it^— *• 
and  fo  all  things  are  done  /• 
edifying.  What  a  knack  have 
ibme  men  at  reafbning  I  And 
did  bifiiop  Beveridge  really 
think,  St.  Paul  would  have 
taken  this  inlfpired  book  in 
one  hand,  and  the  fword  of 
the  civil  magiftrate  in  the 
other,  and  have  done  all  the 
edifying  feats  in  the  church 
at  Corinth,  which  his  pre- 
tended fuccefTors  have  per- 
formed elfewhere !  Edifying 
articles— edifying  creeds- 
edifying      oaths edifying 

geftures — edifying  habits-*- 
edifying  ceremonies-'-edify- 
ing  fpiritual  courts— edifying 
jails — edifying  fines--<dify- 
ing  banifhments^edifying 
executions-*-/.^/  all  thin^i^ 
which  relate  to  the  Engklh 
epifcopal  liturgy,  he  done  /• 
edifying.    St.  Paul  fays  fo. 

Jcr.  vi.  16.  Thus  faith  the 

Lordf  Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and 

Jeff  and  afk  for  the  old  paths, 

nvhfre  it  the  good  way,  and 

mfoli 
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cloudS)  the  mere  creatures  of  fancy,  all  thefe  (hould 
be  avoided.  (6) 

7.  Care,  however,  muft  be  taken  to  avoid  the  op- 
pofite  extreme,  which  confil^  in  making  pnly  poor^ 
dry,  ipiridefs  obfcrvations,,  frequendy  faid  under 
pretence  of  avoiding  fchool*divinity,  and  of  fpeak- 
ing  only  popular  things.  Endeavour  to  think 
clearly,  and  try  alfo  to  think  nobly.  Let  your 
obiervations  be  replete  with  beauty  as  well  as 
propriety,  the  fruits  of  a  fine  fancy  under  the  di- 
rection ofafober  judgment.  If  you  be  inatten- 
tive to  this  article,  you  will  pafs  for.  a  contemp- 
tible declaimer  of  mean  and  (hallow  capacity,  ex- 

haufting 


njindk  t  herein y  anjje  Jballjmd 

reft  for  jour  fouls "  Old 

fMthff  i.  e.  the  venerable  iim- 
plicity  of  the  church  of  £ng* 
land,  as  it  flood  froqi  the 
firft  days  of  queen  Elizabeth 
•till  about  the  death  of 
Charles  the  martyr— /i&f 
good  nva^y  i.e.  that  divine 
define  of  Chriftianity  non- 
refinance— aua/i  therein,  u  e. 
avoid  a  fet  of  odd,  finffular, 
ieparating  notions,  rely  om 
the  opinions  of  all  the  wife 
iMid  good  n^en  i|i  ;l\e  world , 
and  don't  truft  your  own 
fliallow,  empty,  bloated 
reafon.''  Well  mi^ht  the 
Oxonian^  who  preached  thus 
from  the  above  text,  con- 
clude his  iermon  in  thefe 
words  :  Jll-feeing  fpirit  I  thou 
huRneJi  tve  have  a  name 
^hat  fwe  li^ve,  and  yet  are  dead, 
for  our  ivoris  are  not  found 
ferfeahefore  God.  Wm.filiys 
^erm/  before  the  Uni'verfity  of 


Oxford  1710.  Return  t^  good 
old  principles* 

I  do  not  know  whether  thi$ 
laft  example  be  more  forced 
OK  far-fetched;  for  neither 
the  fouls,  nor  the  bodies 
of  our  anceftors  found  reft  iix 
thefe  old  paths,  and  certainly 
Jeremiah  never  fought  afcjT 
them. 

•  (6)  A'void  imaginary  ohfer- 
vaiions.  A  very  accurate 
writer  obfcrves — *•  that  our 
opinion  and  belief  are  often 
influenced  hy pafflon-^hy pro* 
penfity — and  by  ajpaion.  The 
noted  dory  of  a  nne  lady  and 
a  curate  viewipg  the  moon 
through  a  telefcope  is  a  plea- 
fant  iikftration  of  the  latter. 
I  perceive,  fays  the  lady,  two 
ihadows  inclining  to  each 
other,  .they  are  certainly  two 
happy  lovers  :  not  at  all,  re- 
plies the  curate,  they  are 
two  fteeples  of  a  cathedral." 
Elem.  of  Critics  fm,  «v?/.  i.  chap^ 
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haufting  '^outSdf  and  not  edifying  ypur  bearers  j 
a  very  ridiculous  cliaraftcr!(7y 

To  open  more  particularly  tome  fources  of  obr 
fcrvations,  remark  every  thing,  that  may  help  yon 
to  think,  and  facilitate  invention.  You  may  fife 
from  fpccies  to  genus,  or  defcend  from  genus  to 
fpcci^s..  you  may  remark  the  different  chara6ten 
OT  a  virtue  commanded,  or  of  a  vice  prohibited. 
You  may  enquire  whether  the  fubjeft  in  qyeftion 
be  relative  to  any  other,  or  whether  it  do  not 
fuppofe  fomething  not  cxprcfled.  You  may  reflect 
pn  the  perfon  fpeaking  or  afting,  or  on  the  condi- 
tio^n  of  the  perfon  fpe^ing  or  afting.  You  may 
obferve  time,  place,  perfons  addrefied,  and  fee 
whether  ther^  be  any  ufcful  confiderations  arifina 
from  either.  You  may  confider  the  principles  of 
a  word  or  action,  or  the  good  or  bacl  coniequences» 
that  follow.  You  may  attend  to  the  end  pnK 
pofed  in  a  fpecch  or  action,  anjd  fee  if  there  b^ 
any  thing  remarkable  in  the  manner  of  (peaking 
or  ading.     Yoq  may  compare  wqrds  or  anions 

with 

(7.)     Smfi   Jeclaiffiert  make  the  Almighty  to  have  pot  in 

thimjehvts  ridiculous   iy  their  thefe  ^reatnres  an  immortal 

'ph/er^aiions.        Thus     one»  fool,  how  righteoufly  migh| 

**  Judges  xiii.  22.     Manoah  they  have  gone  to  heaven. 


Jaid  unto  his  nsfifi^  Wi  Jbali  and  we  havi  been  fliut  ouu 
die:  hutbiswifi/aidy  Ifthi  Obf.  |.  What  a  great  babjr 
ls9rd  Wire  plea/ed  to  kill  us,  he    a  worldling  is,  he   i^  God'g 


ytfouU  uoi  hewe  flnnued  us  all.  ko\,  the   devil's  packhorfe» 

ihe/e  things.      Obf.  i.    The  and    a'  drudge    for    hell.^ 

n-ay  mare  is  (onetimes  th^  Bmitfrtf*s  cbrijliatfs  great  con- 

beft  horfc.'^      •        .  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^     ' 

"  Prov.  yi.9.  Go  to  the  ant  Multitudes  of  examples  lie 

thou^ggardy  eonfider  her  ways  at  hand;   but  it  would    be 

and  he  ^ifi.    Obf.  1 .  So  ra-  mifery    to    tranfcribe    fud^ 

tional  doth  this  little  crea-  nonfenfe.     It  (s    not  every 

fure  appear,  that,  were  I  not  man's  part  to  think  nobly; 

a  chri||ian,  I  fliould  in  fome  but    iorely     all    preachers 

meafure  believe  tranfmigra.  fhould  think  juftly. 
lion.  '  Obd  2.  Had  it  pleafed 
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with  others  fimilar,  and  remark  the  difierences  of 
words  and  adtions  on  different  occalions.  You 
may  oppofe  words  and  actions  to  contrary  words 
and  actions^  either  by  contraftin^  fpealcers  or 
hearers.  You  may  examine  the  foundatiom  and 
cau&s  of  words  or  anions,  in  order  to  develop  the 
truth  or  falfehood,  equity  or  inii^uity  of  them. 
Yoi}  may  Ibmetimes  make  fuppofitions,  refute  obr 
jedionS)  and  diftinguifh  charaAers  of  grandeur, 
inqefty,  mcanneiS)  infirmity,  neceflity,  utility, 
evidence,  and  fo  on.  You  may  advert  to  degrees 
fsf  more  or  lefs,  and  to  different  interefts.  You 
may  ctiftinguUh,  define,  divide,  and,  in  a  word, 
by  tumiog  your  text  on  every  fide,  you  may  obtain 
various  methods  of  elucidating  it.  \  wiU  give 
you  examples  of  all.  (8) 

L  Risk 


(8)  Sgtirus  of  ol/irnfMktu* 
Dr.  Watu  fiiys,  ••  Topicks, 
and  common-places  inform 
peribns  of  lowd*  fi^enios*  and 
fefrefli  the  memones  of  others 
of  fnperior  parts  :  bat,  adds 
lie,  a  man  of  moderate  ee- 
ntasy  who  has  made  himielf 
nafter  of  his  theme,  has  fel- 
dom  neefl  to  ran  knocking  at 
the  doors  of  all  the  tO{»i£ks» 
'that  he  may  famiJh  himfelf 
with  argument,  or  miitter  of 
ipeaking:  and,  indeeid,  it  is 
only  a  man  of  fenfe  and  jodg- 
BRDt,  that  can  nfe  common- 
places and  topicks  well ;  for, 
amongft  the  variety,  he  onlv 
knows  what  is  fit  to  be  len 
PQt,  as  well  as  vthat  is  fit  to 
be  fpokcn."    Logic, 

**  Tafte,  (ays  Mr.Rollin 
^m  tihe  aikcient  orators, 
^erves    in    compoiitipn    to 


ffoide  and  direft  the  nnder- 
Sanding,  it  makes  nfe  of 
the  imagination  withont  fnb- 
mitfing  to  it,  and  keeps  it 
always  in  fnbjeflion.  ft 
confttlts  nature  univerfally, 
follows  it  ftep  by  fte|>,  and  if 
a  faithful  image  of  it.  Re- 
ferved  and  (paring  in  the 
midft  of  abundance  and 
riches,  it  difpenfes  the  beai|« 
ties  and  graces  of  difcooi^ 
with  temper  and  wifdom.  It 
never  futters  itfelf  to  be  daz- 
zled with  the  falfe,  how  glit- 
tering a  figure  foever  it  may 
inake.  It  is  equally  offended 
with  too  mi^ch  and  too  little, 
it  knows  precifely  w(here  to 
ftop,  and  cutl  ofiF  without 
regret  or  mercy  whatever 
exceeds  the  beautiful  and 
perfeft.''  BilUs  Lgtira,  <v6L  L' 
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I. 

R^SE  FROM  Species  to  Genus.  ' 

Pfal.  h  14.  Sacrifice  to  God  tbanhfgiving^  ani 
fay  thy  vows  unto  the  mojtliigb.  In  ^difcufling  this 
text,  I  would  ohfcrve  firft  the  tcrmsy  facrifice  tbanksr 
giving^  and  would  elucidate  them  by  going  from 
thelpecies  to  the  genus.  The  dignity  of  facrifice 
in  general  would  lead  me  to  obferve — that  it  is  the 
immediate  commerce  of  a  creature  with  his  God» 
an  a&ion,  in  which  it  is  difiicult  to  judge  whether 
earth  afcend  to  heaven,  or  heaven  defcend  to 
earth— ^that  in  almoft  all  the  other  acts  of  religion 
the  creature  receives  of  his  creator :  but  in  this 
the  creator  receives  of  his  creature-^that  tht  Lond 
of  the  univerfe,  who  needs  nothing,  and  who  eter- 
nally lives  in  a  rich. abundance,  hath  fuch  a  con- 
defcenfion  as  to  be  willing  to  receive  offerings  sl% 
our  hands—- that,  of  all  dignities,  that  of  the 
priefthood  was  the  higheft,  for  which  reafon  the 
ancient  priefts  d\velt  in  the  tabernacle,  or  temple 
of  God-T-that,  when  God  divided  Canaan  s^mong 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  each  tribe  had  its  portion 
except  that  of  Levi,  to  which  God  afllgned  nothing. 
Why?  becaufe  he  loved  them  lefs?  Nq,  but  be- 
caufe  he  gave  them  the  priefthood,  and  becaufe 
he,  who  had  the  priefthood,  the  altar,  and  the 
cenfer,  had  God  for  his  portion,  and  confequently 
could  have  no  need  of  temporal  things.  This  is, 
you  fee,  to  rife  from  fpecies  to  genus;  for  the 
text  does  not  fpeak  of  facrifice  in  general:  but 
of  the  facrifice  of  praife  in  particular  j  yet,  when 

thrf? 
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thde  general  confideratiqns   are  pertinent,  they 
cannot  fail  of  being  well  received.  (9; 

IL  Descend 


(9)  Goff^mJ^edistogetms. 
That  is  to  fay.  If  a  text 
ittention  a  general  idea,  and 
confine  it  to  feme  particular 
fMcCtf  do  not  raife  your 
obfoyatlons  on  the  particu- 
lar fubjefl,  at  leaft  do  not 
xcfinin  them  to  that:  but 
take  the  general  idea,  and 
fluake  that  the  ground  of  your 
<lifcoar(e.    For  example. 

A^  xxviii.  $,  6.    He  Jbook 
-offthi  heaft^  and  felt  no  barm* 
Hamihut  tbey  leoked,  tvhen  be 
JbonU  have  fivellen^  or  fallen 
ilown  deael  JiuUenlji  but  after 
they  bad  Ueked  a  great  *wbile, 
4md  fanv  no  barm  come  to  bim^ 
tbty  chained  tbeir  minds p  and 
/aid  tbat  be  *was  a  God*   This 
text  (peaks  of  an  nnjaft  cen« 
ibre,  and  a  fbolilh  applaufe, 
which  the  barbarians  of  Me* 
MtM  made  of  St.  Panli   but 
by  the  above  rule  a  good 
preacher  took   the    general 
jdeasy  and  fliewed,  "  i.The 
unreaibnablenefs  uid  danger 
of  judging  tf/Aer/y  particular- 
ly focn  perfons  as  are  not  at 
all,  or  very  little  known  to  us, 
<npon  account  of  any  calami- 
ty, or  any  other  appearance 
wbatibever.     2.  How  a  nuife 
and  good  man  ought  to  be- 
have himfelf,  if  he  flioald 
happen  to  fulFer  under  any 
fuch  judgment.^  Dr.  Adams 
Sersee*  at  Wind/or  befer*  the 
^jftese^  1705. 

Pial.  cxxii.  6.  Praj^  for  tbe 
peace  of  Jen^ahm^  tbiy  Jhedl 


fro/^eTf  tbat  loite  tbee.  The 
preacher  does  not  confine 
himfelf  to  the  particular  id^a 
of  Jemfalem ;  but'  takes  the  , 
general  notion  national  feace^ 
and  (hews,  i.  The  i/jv/;->pray 
for  it— 2.  Themotii/es-'^rof^ 
perity  of  feveral  kinds  at- 
tends it.  The  firft  leads  him 
to  treat  of  all  thjS  calamities 
of  war,  and  the  foleffings  of 
peace— and  the  laft  expands^ 
into  many  juft  and  beautifal 
concomitants  of  profperity. 
Ayerf^s  Serm.  before  tbe  Plem"^ 
potentiaries  at  Utrecbt,  1712. 

John  vii.  27,  fFe  know  tbie 
man,  mibence  be  is  :  but  *wben 
Chrift  cometbf  no  man  ino'metJk 
fwhense  be  is.  The  £vahge-> 
lift  here  records  the  pretend* 
ed  doubts  offomeoftht  Jews  , 
of  yerufalem^  vcric  2^,  con- 
cerning the  claim  of  Je/us  of 
Nazareth  of  the  Mefiiahlhip. 
An  excellent  preacher  takes 
this  text,  and  treats  of  infi* 
dtlity  in  general*  The  text 
fays  nothing  of  difbelieving 
the  being  of  a  God,  or  the 
miffion  of  Mofes:  but  the 
preacher  goes  from  the  par- 
ticular ideas  of  the  text  to  the 
genei;al  fubjedt,  and  obferves 
I.  That  a  depraved  heart  of- 
fers objedlions  againft  reli- 
gion without  venturing  to 
believe  them— 2«  That  ig* 
norance  adopts  them  without 
anderftandiii|;  them-— 3  .That 
the  whole  Tyftem  of  infidelity 
is  a  vain  bravado  devoid  of 
every 
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IL 
Dbscbnd  from  GfKvs  TO  Species: 

I 

An  example  may  be  taken  from  Pial.  cxxuL  3I 
BibMI  as  the  rfts  of  fervants  lock  wuo  $bi  band 
of  their  majtersj  fo  our  rfes  wait  ufoM  the  Lord  9at 
Cod.  ( I )    Here,  you  may  aptly  obfenre  in  mafien 

in 


CFOy  deg;fee  of  confolatioa. 
T^fe  thm  obfervadoBs  tH 
tlie  parts  of  the  diiconrle. 
VU/^hm  Sorm  Carhu. 


IV. 

Ezek.  xxxvi.  32.  Not  fir 
ywr  fokes  do  I  tbist  fiitb  thi 
Lord  Gody  h$  it  iaomtm  mmio 
jou  :ho  a/kmrnod  mnd  confomtd* 
id  fir  jour  *wmpj,  O  bonfi  of 
IJraiL  The  ^roohet  Ipeaks 
of  the  uAmericed  mercy  of 
God  to  Ifrmal:  but  Bp*  Be« 
veridge  vety  properly  ^[oes 
from  the  particular  appbca* 
tion  in  the  text  to  the  gene- 
xal  idea,  and  *'  Obferves  i. 
Though  God  never  poDilhes 
m  nation  but  when  it  defervct 
it  at  his  hands,  yet  he  often 
bleiTes  a  nation,  when  it  does 
ikOt  deferve  it.  Obf.  a*  A 
ienfe^of  thefe  andeierved  fa- 
vours ihonld  work  upon 
maCi  hearts,  and  ftir  them  op 
the  rather  to  repentance.'' 
Tbankfgiv.  Strm.  4U  St.  PanTi 
hif.  ^nan  Ann  fir  Via.  m 
Jbtdonardt  l7o8« 

Qttitttilian  calls  contnon- 
flzcits /ides  MrgnmontomMf  in 
quibns  latent,  ec  ex  qnibna 
funt  petenda*  Exainples 
from  Cicero*  Ginm^  Vir(tt« 


tei  impereions  m  geacfe» 
Pro  lego  MamL  Landat  ftuak 
humanitatis.  Pro  Jrtk.    De 

EviuteparricidiL  PmRofi^ 
Grsds  tefttbns.  Pr^FUe^ 
De  ftoicis.  iVa  j/er.  Fid. 
^nt.  Infi.  Lii.  v.  eaO*  IQ* 
Edit.  Roiu 

(i)  The  eyei of/er^umto  mm 
to  tie  hmnd  of  their  maftetu 
The  eyes  of  feiyanu  look^  or 
are  direSed  to  the  hand  of 
their  mafters;  fo  mmft  the 
eUipfis  be  fupplied.  The 
phnfe  is  faid  10  fignify  iWr 
ideas.  Servants  expeft  mm. 
their  mafters  osrdefti  or  im 
ftmaionsf  as  well  as  favoiit«« 
proteftion,  and  CQrredion» 
aJ  numnm%  id  eft,  ad  geftoat 
Butns,  et  fignificationes,  ot 
eis  promptiifime  miniftrent* 
Hiac  PUnt.  in  Julul.  EcKco 
tibi  ut  hujus  oculos  in  ocalia 
habeas  tnis.  £t  Ter.  JUelph. 
Aa.  ii.  JS  I.  Caveto  noiui 
jam  ocalos  a  meis  ocalis  on* 
qoam  dimoveas  toos. 

Our  ejes  nnait  until  tho 
Lord  have  mercy  em  me.  Thia 
is  the  language  of  a  fervent 
under  jaft  correSion  for  his 
faults,  and  penitently  wait« 
ing  for  forgiveads.  Scc.^\ 

IX* 
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in  iiegftrcl  to  jfervants^  and  in  God  in  regard  to  ui, 
three  fenfes  of  the  phmfe.  There  is  a  hand  of 
^ifictnce^  a  hand  of  ftoteHhn^  6f  deliverance^ 
and  a  hand  of  anmlHon.  A  Tervant  expeds  fa- 
vours from  the  hand  of  his  mailer,  i:iot  from  that 
of  a  ftrangcn  He  looks  to  him  for  proteftion 
and  deliverance  in  threatning  dangers,  and  rc- 
fttfes  all  hdp)  except  that  of  his  mafter.  He  ex- 
pefls  correction  from  him,  when  he  commits  a 
tkult,  and,  when  cdrredled,  humbles  himfclf  un- 
der his  miner's  frown,  in  order  to  difarm  him  by 
tears  of  repentance.  The  application  of  thcfe  to 
the  fervants  of  God  is  eafy.  The  word  fuccour  {i) 
is  general,  and  may  very  well  be  confidered  by  de- 
icending  from  the  genus  to  the  fpecies,  and  by 
ob&rving  the  difiercnt  occafions,  which  we  have 
for  divine  afliftance>  and  confequently  the  diffe- 
rent ainilances  and  fuccOurs,  which  God  affords 
us'^as  the  help  of  his  word  to  remove  our  igno- 
rance, doubts,  or  errors— the  help  of  his  provi- 
dence to  deliver  us  out  of  affliftions — the  help  of 
his  grace  and  fpirit  to  guard  us  from  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  world,  and  to  aid  us  againft  the 
weakne£fes  of  nature*— the  help  of  divine  confola- 
iions  to  fweeten  the  bitternefs  of  our  exercifes  un- 
der diftrellKng  circumllances,  and  to  give  us  cou- 
rage to  bear  afflidions — the  help  of  his  mercy  to 
p^on  our  fins,  and  to  reftore  to  our  confciences 
that  tranquillity,  which  they  have  loft  by  ofirnding 
God,  You  will  meet  with  a  great  number  of 
texts  which  may  be  difcuflecl  in  this  manner  :  but 
great  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  ftrain  the  fubjeft, 

for 

IX.  15.    Hanm99td  apud  Pol.  ns.     Dotiec  mifereatur  n6ftfi 

Byn^pf.inhc.  —Donee  benefadat  nobis  — 

(2)    Until  hi  have   mercy  i«  e.    liberaverit   a   prfiefenci 

»fCH  MS,  OTy  ontil  he  /ucc^nr  mifcria. 

Vol.  IL  D 
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for  that  would  make  you  look  like  a  fchool-bQy? 
The  beft  way  is  to  make  only  one  general  obferva- 
tipn,  and  then  to  apply  it  to  fe vera!  particular  fub- 
jeifls,  colleding  all  at  laft  into  one  general  point 
of  view.  (3) 

m.  Re. 


(3)  Go  from  genurto  JpecieSf 
that  is  to  fay,  when  a  text 
ipeaks  of  a  fabjed  in  gene- 
ra],  apply  the  general  idea 
to  particular  cafes.  Thns  a 
general  truth  may  be  applied 
to  particular  perfous'-^timis^^ 
places'-^ircumftances^^^iid  fo 
on,  as  in  the  example  given 
by  Mr.  Claude,  to  illuftrate 
which  the  more>  we  fubjoin 
the  following. 

Pfal.  cxliv.  15.  Happy  h 
that  peopii^  that  is  in/ucb  a 
cafe  (as  the  pfalmift  had  been 
defcribing.]  Tta^  happy  is  that 
people^  'whofe  God  is  the  Lord. 
Thefe  general  truths,  appli- 
cable to  any  nation,  are  ap- 
plied by  Bp.  Burnet^  in  the 
moft  beautiful  manner,  to  the 
Englijb  nation  under  the  au- 
fpicesof  William  III*  and  they 
amount  to  this  —  happy  is 
Great  Britain  in  being  fe- 
cur^d  from  hreahing  in,  that  is« 
from  foreign  in*uafion —Hzp^ 
py  is  firitamin  the  fecurity  of 
liherty  and  property^  a  fecond 
fenfe  of  fecurity  from  breaking 
in,  ver.  14.— -Happy  the  Eng* 
lifli,  who  are  fecured  from 
goin^  cutf  that  is,  who  are 
nothanijhedt  or harrajfed into 
voluntary  exile — Happy  the 
Engliih,  who  have  no  com^ 
plaining  in  their  ftreets^  no 
perveruon  of  pubUck  juftice. 


no  invafions  of  the  rights  of 
confcience— Happy  the  Eng* 
liih,  whofe  God  is  the  Lord^ 
who  have  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion in  reformed  purity,  &c. 
&c.  Thankfgiv.  Sirm*  htf, 
Houfe  of  Commons  fw  the  JBr- 
nfolution.  1688. 

Gal.  vi*  a.  fiear  ye  one 
anothers  hardens  f  and  fo  fnlfl 
the  law  of  Chrifi.  This  ^#- 
neral  exhortation  is  juftiy  and 
beautifully  applied  by  Dr. 
Snape  to  the  relief  of  the  C/- 
tyhofpitals.  Bear  ye  [rich 
citizens  of  London.']  the  / «m- 
cent  burdens,  that  affed  the 
condition,  the  bodies,  or  the 
minds  of  your  fellow-crea- 
tures in  thefe  hofpitals.  Re- 
lieve poor  children  from  the 
tmrden  of  ignorance  by  fub- 
fcribing  to  Chrift^s  boj^itab^^ 
Relieve  profligate  people 
from  the  guilty  burden  of 
'oici  by  contributing  to  Brida^ 
nuell,  and  the  London^^vork^ 
i&tfiry^— Relieve  the  lick  poor 
by  contributing  to  the  ho^i^ 
tals  of  $.  BarthoUmenVf  aod 
S.  Thomas-^KeUcve  the  mad 
and  diftraded  by  fubfcribin  j^ 
to  Bethlehem.  Spittal  Sermom 
at  $.  Bride* s.  1 707. 

Mat.  iv.  I.  7 hen  was  Jtfms 

led  into  the  nuildemefs  to  ha 

tempted  of  the  deviL  The  text 

fpealu  oi  temptations  in  gma^ 

ralz 
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rai:  but  a  lermon  preacbed  to 
the  €ttrgf  of  the  diocefe  of 
Clermont  runs  onl^  on  temp- 
ta^ons  toambitioniTk  particu- 
lar, to  which  clergymtn  are 
expofed.  *«  The  firft  fnarc  is 
wij  a  fcheme  to  U*v€  gin- 
taUj^  command  thiftones  to  hi 
madt  hreadf  this  danger  be- 
longs to  the  firft  entrance  on 
the  fliiniftfy.  The  fecond  is 
prefomptnoufly  to  afpire  after 
/TiftrmintSf  hi  fit  him  on  tbi 
pinacliofthiiimpli;  and  excites 
a  vain  hope»  that  God  will 
be  glorified  by  raih  enter- 
prizes,  heflfoll gi*vi  bis  angels 
cbargim  This,  belongs  to  an 
aipiring  minifter.  The  third 
U  a  boundlefs  defire  of  riches. 
and  honours  in  elevated  fta- 
tions^  by  which  a  man  is  in- 
duced to  fnboiit  to  abjedl 
fervices  for  the  fake  of  eleva- 
tion, all  thefi  ivill  I  gi*ve 
ibii  if  thou  nuilt  fall  do'wn 
and  vnorjhip  mi.  MdJJillon  Con* ' 
fir.  I.  far  P ambition  dit 
cUrcs. 

John  ii.  24.  But  Jefus  did 
mi  commit  bimfelf  unto  them  9 
hicaufi  hi  knfw  all  men^  and 
nadid  not  that  any  Jhould  tef 
tify  of  man f  for  hi  kne'w  what 
nvas  in  man*  The  text  |;ive8 
this  reaibn  why  Jefus  did  not 
confide  in  them,  becanfe  he 
knew  what  was  in  man*  He 
did  not  confider  them  as  dan- 
gerotts  confidants  on  account 
of  one  fin  only,  he  viewed 
the  whole  body  of  fin  in 
them,  he  faw  71  h  &r  ra  iv- 
6fihr^»  There  is  ( by  the  way) 
aa  elegant  antanaiclafis  in  the 
pafiage.  Many  at  the  pafiTover 
|7irsvr«er  in  his  name,  bat 


Tefus  did  not  «T/r6t/«i'  «<t/» 
^ov  Avloif,  The  like  figure 
is  in  John  i.  iq,  he  was  €f 
Tea  Koa-fJLctfg  and  0  K(xrfJL^  wai 
made  by  him,  and  0  koj/jl^ 
knew  him  not.  So  ag^n 
John  iv.  13.  14,   n«f  0  T/ftur 

TAAif',     Of     J^'    a»    '0-/M    IX    T¥ 

J^/^nrn  €*f  rcf  A/<vFfle, — To  re- 
turn, the  text  confiders  the 
ignorance,  inconftancy,  male- 
volence, &c.  of  the  Jews, 
and  afligns  the  notice,  that 
Chriil  took  of  the  luhole^  as  a 
reafon  why  he  did  not  truft 
himfelf  to  them:  but  Bp, 
Maffillon  compofes  from  this 
text  a  fermon  on  flander  and 
begins  thus.  *•  They  were 
the  fame  Pharifees,  who  had 
decried  the  copdud  of  Jefus 
Chrift  to  the  people,  and  en- 
venomed the  innocence  and 
holinefs  of  his  words,  who 
made  a  feint  of  believing;  in 
him,  and  arranged  themfelves 
among  his  difciples;  and 
fuch,  my  brethren,  is  the 
chara£ter  of  a  detraftor,  who 
hides  under  an  oucfide  of 
friendly  politenefs,  the  worm- 
wood and  gall  of  flander.*'—* 
He  obferves,  nothing  c^n  b^ 
more  frivolousthan  thepretexts 
ufed  to  juftify  flander— it  can- 
not be  juflified  by  the  imfruf* 
dence  of  the  culprit — nor  by 
the  notoriety  of  the  crime  ^-^ 
nor  by  zeat  for  the  glory  of 
God.  The  difcuflion  of  thefe 
three  refledtions  make  the 
nnboli  of  that  beautiful  dif- 
courfe.  Sir*  Car.  4.  fur  la 
Mtdifanci. 

P  9  Exaaiplet 
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Examples  from  Cicero. 
Laudacur  Pompeii  tetnperan- 
tia  a  prxdpuis  temperantise 
Jhectehusy  per  negationem. 
rro  leg.  ManiL  Plfonis  fcc- 
lera  exaggerantur  per  /pedes 
crudelitatis,  avariddc,  perfi- 
diae,  impietatis.  In  Pif. 

The  following  remarks 
feem  well  grounded.  Genus 
ad  probanaam  fpecicm  mini- 
mum valet,  plurimum  ad  re- 
fellendam.  Contra,  fpecies 
firmam  probationem  habee 
generisy  infirmam  refutatio- 
nem.  ^int.  Infi.  lib.  v.  lo. 

Before  a  preacher  defcends 
to  particular  ideas,  he  ibould 
take  care  to  prove  the  gene- 
ral idea  is  in  his  text,  other- 
wife  he  will  build  on  the 
fand. 

EfifcopaU  and  Archidiaeo- 
nal  vifiiatiotts  have  been 
grounded  on  the  following 
texts.  1  Sam.  vii.  15.  Sarr.ud 
•wentfrom  year  to  year  in  dr- 
euit  to  Betbelf  and  QilgaU  and 
Mixfeht  and  judged  Ifrael 
in  all  thefe  places. — 2  Chron. 
xvii.  7,  8,  9.  Jehojhaphat  fent 
princes  TO  teach  in  the  dues 
tf  Judah,  and  ivitb  them  he 
Jent  Leslies  and  priefts^  and 
they  nvent  about  throughout  all 
the   cities     of    Judah^     and 


TAUGHT  thi  /e^/iSr.-rLuke 
viii.  I.  Jejus  'went  about  all 
Galilee^  teachinc  and 
PREACHING  the goJ^eL  Adb 
XV.  35.  Paul  /atd  unto  Bar- 
nabaSf  Let  us  g0  €^gainf  and 
nfifit  our  brethren  in  every  ci- 
ty^  tvhere  wr  have  preackcd. 
the  v?prd  of  the  Lord^  and  see 
HOW  THEY  DQ.  The  aj>- 
plication  of  thefe  to  EiigliUL 
epifcopal  vifitations  is  noc 
pertinent,  becaufe  the  gene- 
ral idea,  that  is  vifitatiot^^ 
in  the  efi/cq^al  feofe  of  the 
word,  is  not  in  the  texts.  J*^. 
of  Lincoln's  Charge.  ii$  pritn* 
Fijit  action  1706* 

GaU  iv.  1 8.  h  is  gaod  t^i 
be  zealovjly  affeSed  aUvoays  in 
a  good  thing.  The  objeft  of 
Cfiriflian  zeal  is  a  good  man^ 
or  a  good  thin^^  andu  whei^ 
a  furious  zealot,  appUe4 
thefe  words  to  the  canonsy 
the  articles,  the  homilies, 
and  the  liturgy  of  the  efta- 
bli(hed  church  of  England  ; 
and,  when  he  affirmed,  zeal 
for  them  is  incompatible 
with  toleration  of  diHenters^ 
he  certainly  found  that  in 
the  nut,  which  had  never 
been  in  the  fhell.  Smeatent 
Vijitat,  Sernu  at  Andover^ 
1704. 


III.  Remaric 
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III. 

Remark  the  divehs  Characters  op  a  Vice, 
whtch  is  forbidden,  o?.  of  a  virtue,  which 
is  commanded.  (4) 

For  example,  2  TheiT.  iii.  5,  The  Lord  direS 
yonr  bear ts  into  the  lave  of  God^  (5)  and  info  the  pa- 
tient waiting  for  Cbrifi.  (6)  Here  I  Oiould  defcribe 
the  charadcrs  of  tn^c  love  to  God,  and,  perhaps, 
U  might  not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  the  charaders 
6i  expedlation  of  Chrift ;  and,  that  I  might  not 
fecm  to  travel  the  fame  ro^d  twice,  I   woujd  call 

the 


(4)  Remark  the  tharoQtrs 
^a  ntici^  •r  a  'virtue.  Ob- 
serve what  properties,  or  pe- 
cnliar  qaalities  belone  to  any 
particQlar  fubjefl.  This  is  a 
^nd  of  diffafive  definition, 
inzlviAvag  propria  and  Jiffe^ 
TiMtia*  we  have  a  fine  ex- 
ample of  this  manner  of 
treating  the  fubje^l  of  phi- 
lanthropy in  I  Cor.  xiii. 
In  like  manner  S.  James  de- 
icribes  the  charadkeriftical 
properties  of  tbi  wi/dom^  that 
ij  from  abo^uCf  iii.  17.  **  I 
{hall  explain,  fays  an  excel- 
lent man,  each  of  thefe  feven 
€bara&er$  of  wifdom,  and 
fhew,  that  they  are  the  cba- 
raders  of  trne  and  heamnlj 
wifdom,  and  then  apply  what 
ihall  be  faid  on  this  argu- 
ment to  ourfelVes."  Dr.  Brad-* 
ford's  Serm.  on  purity  and 
peace  at  Botv^Cburcb.  17  lO. 

*«  Aas  iv.  32,  Tbe  multi- 
tjude  of  tbeuif  tbat  belie^ved^ 
yiere  of  oni  heart  ^  and  of  om 


foul,  &c Obf.   I.  Tbf 

fjoo  great  cbaraSers  of  the 
whole  body  of  Chriilians  at 
that  time,  unanimity  and 
cliarity.  Obf*  9*  In  what 
manner  and  degree  Chrifli- 
ans  in  every  age  ought  to  re- 
femble  them  in  thele  characr 
ters,  &c.  &C."  Dr.  Bradford't 
Serm.  at  St,  Sepulcbre*s  for 
Cbarity-ScboQls.  Unan.  and 
Char,  tbe  Cbaraa.  of  Chrifii^ 
qns^  1709. 

(5)  Tbe  Lord,  that  i$^ 
Chrift,  by  his  fpirit — dire£ff 
moveatque  magis  et  magis-"* 
your  hearts  into  tbe  love  of 
God^  vel  I.  paffivam,  ^ua:  a 
Deo  eft :  vel  2.  adivam^ 
quod  perinde  eft,  quum  aU 
lera  alteri  femper  annexa  fit, 
nempe  in  adultis;  quae  eft 
erga  Deum,  at  Deum  diliga- 
tis.  PoU  Synopf  in  loc* 

(6)  hi  diledionem  Dei.  i.  e« 
ut  Deum  diligatii.  Genetivus 
hie  obj|e£tum  fi|;nificat. 
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the  latter,  emotions,  which  •  accompany  hope  in 
Chrift.  (7) 

To  begin  with  the  cbara^ers  of  true  love  to  God. 

I.  The 


In  patientiam  Cbrifti.  I.  e. 
faiy  Qomen  repetit  loco  pro- 
nominisy  per  hebraifmum 
nempe  in  earn  patientiam » 
cujus  caufa  eA  Chridus  \  vel 
propter^  Chriilam,  ut  fit  el- 
lipfis  7^  \nyLA,  Grot. 

Patience  of  Cbrift.  Tto/^o- 
vnv  TK  Xf/r«. — Rev.  i.  9    K*/ 

(7)  Emotions 9  mibicb  ac- 
company bopCy  that  is  to  fay, 
the  concomitants  of  hope. 
Concomitants  are  not  caufa- 
tive,  or  confequential :  but 
collateral ;  they  are  con- 
joined with  another  thing. 
Thefe,  in  the  compofition  of 
a  fermon,  refemble  accom- 
panyroents  in  mufick,  and 
our  divines  throw  them  into 
their  compofitions  in  a  great 
variety  of  methods.  Some- 
times they  treat  of  conco- 
jnitants  profeJfeMy^  as  Mr. 
Claude  does  above;  more 
frequently,  efpecially  among 
oar  old  divines,  concomitants 
compbfe  the  application  \  of 
this  latter  method  two  examr 
pies  {hall  fuffice. 

**  Afts  vii.  22*  Mofes  nuas 
learned  in  aU  tbe  'wifdom  of  the 
Egyptians^  and  tjffas  mighty  in 
nvords  and  deeds.**  After  dif- 
cufiing  the  fubje6(,  human 
literature,  and  (hewing  the 
great  advantages  of  it  in  the 
exercife  of  the  miniftry,  the 
preacher  makvs  an  application 
pf  his    fubjcA  by  ihewine 


what  ought  to  accompany  ha- 
roan  learning  in  the  minifters 
of  religion,  '*  i.Ufeitnot 
unneceffarily.  2.  Ufe  it  not 
'uain'glorioujly .  3.  Ufe  it  not 
proudly.  4.  Ufe  it  not  here-* 
tically.  5.  Ufe  it  not  /r*- 
/fl^^/v.'— But  ufe  it  with  i&»- 
mility-'-moderation~^fohriety^^ 
as  an  handmaid  to  Chrift,  &c. 
Funeral  Sermon  for  LangUy^ 
Majler  of  St.  PauTs  School, 
by  Dr.  Reynolds.  1 657. 

'*  Jojbua  i.  2.  Mofes  my 
fer^vant  is  dead. .  •  •  The  fer- 
vant  of  Chrift,  whofe  funeral 
we  are  now  folemnizing^ 
like  Mofes,  was  faithful  iQ 
executing  all  the  parts  of 
hi^  office;  and  his  fidelity 
was  accompanied  with . .  i.Dif- 
inter efiedne/s  -^2.  Plain  nefs 
and  opennefs  of  beart--^^.  Cow 
rage — 4.  Candour^^^.  Concift 
good  fenfe^T^i.  Diligence t  &c, 
ice.  Sam.  Jacostibe*s  Serm.  cU 
Bright* s funeral.   1 656. 

In  modern  prafiice  con* 
cpmitants  are  ufually  inter- 
woven with  tbe  fubjed,  an4 
{ttv^  to  explain,  illuftrate^ 
and  prove  it,  conveying  in- 
numerably graces  into  a  di(; 
courfe,  and  freeing  it  from 
the  ftiffpefs  of  fcholaftick  pe- 
dantry. Various  methods* 
however,  are  proper  pn  va- 
rious occaiions,  and  preachers 
muft  ufe  their  own  ikill  IB^ 
fclcaing. 
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1.  The  feat  of  It  is  the  buart^  which  it  penc^ 
trates,  and  poflefles.  This  diftin^ifhes  it  frotn 
the  feigned  love  of  hypocrites,  which  is  only  in 
word,  or  in  external  actions,  while  their  hearts  are 
full  of  finful  felf*love,  fo  that  it  may  befaidof 
them  as  God  once  faid  of  the  Ifraelites,  this  people 
inmours  nte  with  their  iipSy  ha  their  heart  isfarfr^n 
me. 

2.  It  is  a  love,  that  poiTefles  the  whok  heart, 
without  allowing  a  partition  among  different  ob- 
je£ts.  Thus  it  is  diftinguifhed  from  that  partial 
love,  which  almoft-chriflians  have,  who  have  fome- 
times  good  defires  toward  zeal  and  repentance :  but 
they  are  tranfient  only,  and  never  come  to  perfec- 
tion, becaufe  the  foul  is  divided,  and  occupied 
with  various  worldly  objedts,  and  becaufe  the  love 
of  God,  from  which  true  repentance  and  zeal  pro- 
ceed, is  not  rooted  in  the  heart:  it  is  for  this  realbn, 
that  fcripture  commands  us  to  love  God  with  all 
our  hearts,  or,  as  David  (peaks,  to  love  him  with  a 
cordial  affeSion.  (8) 

3-  The 


(8.)  David  /aj^Sf  nve  muft 
hw  G9d  cordially.  I  ihall 
foppofe,  Mr.  Claude  aUades 
to  PfaL  xviii.  2d.  in  the 
Heb.  the  1  ft  verfe.— J  nvill 
Uve  thee,  O  Lord,  lOmK 
ex  intimis  Tiiceribay  diligam 
tc.  DH*t  dilexit,  proprie 
cx  intimis  vifceribus  quaii 
dedudam  a  nomine  CSH^ 
uterus,  qui  tenerrimo  aiFe^a 
fietum  compleditur.  Buxtorf. 

The  verb,  as  one  obferves, 
is  in  Kal.  and  fignifies  to  hi 
affk&td^  m9*ue  Of  yearn  as  the 
j^nvels  do  in  tender  afFiedtion, 
as  in  love  or  pity.  To  love 
itUimatelyt  tenderly f  intenfily. 


PfaLciiL  13.— The  Greek 
verb  (T'jtKAyxP'^ofjLaj,  from 
tf-TAAvp^FffK,  a  So^welf  is  of- 
ten uied  in  the  fame  fenfe  by 
the  writers  of  the  New  Tcf- 
tament.-*— Luke  i.  78.  fer 
*vifcera  mifericordia*  PhiL  ii. 
1 .  Ji  qua  'vi/cera^  Metonym* 
fttbje£lL  Col*  iii.  12.  <vi/cera 
mi/ericordia.  Metonym.  I 
John  iii.  17.  Clauferic  vi/' 

cera/ua* Parkburft. 

Our  Lexicographers  do 
well  to  trace  words  to  their 
original  roots:  but  we  fliould 
do  very  ill,  were  we  to  ufe 
the  original  root-word  al- 
ways to  exprefs  the  meaning 
of 
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J.  The  love  of  God  is  not  indeed  abnii  in  tlie 
heart  of  a  gbod  man,  he  may  alfb  lov^  creatures  i 
a  father  loves  his  children,  a  friend  his  friend,  a 
mafter  his  fervant,  a  king  his  fubjeftS)  a  wife  her 

huiband  i 


of  a  writer  more  fully.  Moft 
words  exprelfive  of  the  opera- 
tions of  ^in>  were  originally 
taken  from  the  material  in- 
ftrumenty  by  which  thefe  in- 
▼iiible  operations  exprelTed 
themfelves.  Hand  for /««i;#r— 
heart  for  finfihiUty^hovitU 
for  /tfvf—- and  a  thoufand 
more  mfght  be  mentioned/ 
and  a  natural  account  might 
be  ^ven  of  them.  But, 
waiving  an  exad  difcuffion 
of  this  fubje£t,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
a  divine  fhonld  avoid  indeli- 
cacy of  llylc,  and  faktofind 
out  acceptable  nuerds*  £ccl. 
xit.  lo.  I  fay  nothing  of 
fome  indelicate  tranflations 
of  whole  paflages  of  fcrip- 
tare,  fuch  as  i  Kings  xxi. 
21.  Easek.  xvi.  4.  6.  25. 
Matt.  ix.  20.  I  John  iii.  9. 
V.  18.  but  I  may  venture  to 
fay,  that  many  finale  nvorde^ 
'  and  even  many  fbrafes^  not 
improper  in  our  prefcnt 
cranflaiion,  become  very  im- 
proper in  (ermons  by  an  in- 
jadicious  and  promifcaous 
ofe  of  them.  Were  a  ftudent 
to  make  an  index  expurga to- 
nus, probably  he  might  fee 
reafon  to  expunge  feveral  of 
thefe,  and  alfo  many  popu- 
lar phrafes  and  terms  of  our 
old  divines.     For  example. 


fleih—Iuft— Infts  of  the  tefli 
—corruptions  of  the  heart-* 
bowels  of  mercy-*a  dear  re- 
deemer—fighting for  God- 
purging  from  fin — a  naked 
finner  —  things  of  God  •*- 
breafts  of  ordinancts*— womb 
of  converiion— rottennefs  of 
heart— putrifyinj  fores,  &c. 
&c.  t  will  not  lay  what  one 
faid  of  men  abounding  witk 
thefe  phrafet,  tbn  urt  a  gnm 
nothing  in  ajnggUnf-hox  :  but 
I  mult'  fay,  their  fermons 
are  difagrceable  fomethings* 
which  produce  bad  eifo&. 
A  young  clergyman  of  mf 
acquaintance^  hearing  a  mi- 
nifter  preaching  on  the  types^ 
and  expounding  the/at^  that 
covereth  the  inwards  ^  and  the 
hwo  kidniesf  and  the  fat  ^  which 
is  hy  the  flanks^  and  the  tetnl 
aheve  the  liver.  Lev.  iii.  3, 
4.  became  fo  heart-fiok,  that» 
had  he  not  kft  the  aifembly^ 
and  fled  into  the  pure  open 
air,  the  do&rine  would  have 
inilantly  operated  as  an  eaM- 
tic  too  powerful  for  all  fait 
refolution  to  refift.  Let  a 
young  preacher  imagine  him- 
feif  expounding  a  whole  con*> 
gregation  into  fuch  feufa- 
tioQS,  by  an  indifcreet  ofe  of 
obfolete  language,  and  let 
him  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
above  hints  if  he  can. 
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tiujfbatid  %  Wt  the  character  of  divine  lovfc  in  us  is» 
t>n  the  rinc  hatid  to  fufifer  no  love  contrary  to  it* 
Celf  in  the  heart,  for  no  man  can  ferae  two  majteriy 
<md  the  Icve  vf  the  world  is  enmity  againft  God\ 
and  on  the  other  hand,  love  of  God  docs  not  fuffer 
any  of  the  objeds,  the  love  of  which  is  compati- 
ble with  itfelf,  to  hold  the  chief  place  in  the  heart. 
Thi«  chief  pkce  is  for  God,  to  put  him  in  a  fc- 
cond  place  is  to  treat  him  opprobrioufly.  Even 
to  equal  another  objeft  with  him  is  to  infult  him, 
wherever  he  is,  Ke  muft  fill  the  throne  himfelf,  and^ 
if  a  holy  heart  be  an  image  of  heaven,  as  it  is  in 
cflfea,  God  muft  reign  them,  aiid  all  liiuft  be  Ibb- 
Aiiflive  to  him» 

4.  The  emotions  and  aCbs  of  this  love  muft  be 
if^mtt^  without  meafure  as  well  as  without  fubof- 
dinadon  ;  without  bounds  as  well  as  without  parti- 
tion* The  reafon  is,  our  love  muft  refemble  its 
objcft^  and  its  objeft  is  infinite,  and  this  is  one 
fenfe  of  this  command  Thoufintlt  kve  the  Lord  thy 
ijod  wUb  aH  tkyfonl  (9).    But  how,  fay  you,  can 

we> 


{9%)  Love  muft  refimbk  Us 
%}^€a.  A  greit  critkk  iayft, 
*«  tkat  many  motipns  have 
fome  refemblenee  to  their 
caufes  Is  a  truthi  that  caii 
be  made  clear  by  iadudioB-^ 
fluggiib  motion  for  example, 
caoKth  a  languid  unpleafant 
feeling ;  flow  uniform  mo- 
tion a  fueling  calm  and  plea« 
£uil;  and  briik  motion,  a 
lively  feeling  that  roufes  the 
fpirits  and  promotes  a^ivity. 
*— A  found  in  a  low  key, 
brings  down  the  mind  1  fuch 
afonndin  a  full  tone,  hath 
a  certain  folemnity  which  it 

Vol.  II. 


tommnnicates  to  the  feeling 
prediced  by  it.—- A  wall  or 
pillir  that  declines  from  th^ 
perpendicular*  prodac^th  a 
painful  feeiifij^,  ai  of  a  tnt^^ 
tering  and  falling  within  the 
nind. — This  is  ftill  morerek> 
markable  in  emotions  raifed 
by  human  anions  :  any  fignal 
inibanceofgl-atitude,  hefides 
procuring  efteem  for  the  au- 
thor»  raifeth  in  the  fpe£tato^ 
ft  vague  emotion  of  |ratitade» 
which  difpofeth  him  to  be 
grateful  ;  and  ^his  vague 
emotion,  hath  a  ilrong  reiem^ 
blance  to  its  caufe,  *ui%.  the 
£  paffion 
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we,  who  are  finite  creatxircs  perform  infinite  afts  ? 
I  anfwer,  the  a&s  of  the  creature  are  in  a  manner 
infinite,  (i)    This  infinity  confifts  in  my  opinion 

in 


paffion    that    produced    the 
grateful    a^ion.  —  In  (hort 
.with  refped  to  all  virtaous 
anions,  it  will  be  fbnnd  by 
inda^ion»  that  they  lead  us 
to  imitation,     by  infpirine; 
gmotioHs  re/emhling  the  paj* 
Jions  that  produced  thcfe  ac- 
tions,"   Paflions  indeed  are 
afcribed  to  the  divinity  only 
figuratively  in  fcripture:  but 
is  there  any  harm  in  purfuing 
the  thought  of  this  admira- 
ble criticky  and  applying  it 
to  chriilian  love  excited  by 
the  mighty  ads  of  the  invifi- 
ble    God,     who    not    only 
opened    inexhauftible    treip- 
fnres  of  temporal   favours : 
but  fi  lonfed  ibi  *w9rld  as  to 
give  -his  onlj  Begotten  Son^  that 
m)hofo€ver    helie*vitb    in  him 
Jbould  Hot  perifif  but  banft  iter" 
malUfef 

{}')  Infinite.  Mr.  Locke 
on  this  fubjed  fays,  **  the 
great  God  of  whom,  and 
from  whom  are  all  things, 
is  incomprehenfibly  infinite. 
But  yet  when  we  apply  to 
that  firft  and  fupreme  being, 
cur  idea  of  infinite,  in  our 
weak  and  narrow  thoughts, 
we  do  \t  primarily  in  refped  of 
his  duration  and  ubiquity: 
and  I  think  more  ^gurati*uelj 
to  his  jpower,  wifdom,  and 
£Podjiciji«  and  other  attri- 
Butei»  which  tj:€  properly  iu- 


exhauftible  and  Incompre- 
henfible,  for  when  we  call 
them  infinite,  we  have  no 
other  idea  of  this  infinity, 
but  what  carries  with  it 
fome  refledion  on,  and  inti* 
mations  of,  that  number  or 
extent  of  the  ads  or  objeds 
of  God's  power,  wi(aom» 
and  goodnefs,  which  can 
never  be  fuppofed  fo  great, 
or  fo  many  which  thefe  at- 
tributes will  not  always  ex- 
ceed, let  us  multiply  them 
in  our  thoughts,  as  far  as 
we  can,  with  all  the  infinity 
of  endlefs  number!'*  Effaj 
b.iu  c.  17.  /  I.    ' 

Our  tranilators  feera  to 
nfe  the  word  infinite  in  tho 
fame  fedfe,  Pfal.  cxlvii.  5. 
jHe  telletb  tbe  number  of  tbt 
^ftars:  be  calletb  tbem  all  by 
their  names.  Great  is  our 
Lord  J  and  of  great .  potver^ 
bis  underftanding  is  infinitem 
ndDD  pM»  non  numerus. 
The  emanations  of  his  wif. 
doffl,  and  the  ads  of  hit 
power  are  beyond  all  our 
computations.  —Nahum  iii. 
9.  Ethiopia  and  Egypt  'were 
her  (No'Ammon^s)  ftrength 
HTfp  r*KV*^'^  ivas  infinite^ 
Befi'del  all  the  natural  advan- 
tages, which  No- Am  mon  had 
from  her  fituation,  \er{e  8, 
there  was  no  end  of  the  fuc- 
cours,  which  (he  received  from 
ISthiopia^ 
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ifl  two  things.  I  ft.  Our  emotions  go  to  the  ut« 
molt  extent  of  our  power  without  coolnefs,  or 
caution ;  and,  fecondly,  when  we  have  ftretcbed 
our  fouls  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  we  cannot 
be  content  with  ourfelves,  and  we  acknowledge 
our  duty  goes  infinitely  beyond  our  emotions,  and 
aftions.  Thus  we  ought  to  love  God  with  all  the 
powers  of  our  hearts,  giving  up  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak.) 
our  whole  fouls  to  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  we 
fhall  feel  a  fecret  diifatisfadtion  with  ourfelves  for 
not  being  able  to  love  him  enough.  (2) 

S.  Thia 


Ethiopia,  as  well  as  from  E- 
gypt— The  fame  expretlion 
IS  ia  the  2d  chapter  and  9th 
vcrfe  of  this  prophecy.  And 
the  fame  again  in  Jobxxii.  5. 
jire  not  thine  iniquities  infi- 
rdtet  Do  they  not  exceed  all 
thy  confeiHons,  repentances* 
and  reckoning*  ? 

(2)  We  Jhall  be  in<warMy 
dijfatisfied  luitb  our/el<ves  for 
not  being  able  to  lo've  God 
enough,  "  Nj  man  who  ftu- 
dies  himfelf  or  others,  but 
mail  be  fciiiible  of  a  tenden- 
cy or  propeoiity  in  the  mind, 
to  complete  every  work  that 
is  begun,  and  to  carry  things 
to  their  full  perfeilion  — 
Hence  our  aneafioefs  when 
an  ioterefting  ftory  is  broke 
off  in  the  middle,  when  a 
piece  of  mufic  ends  without 
a  clofe,  or  when  a  building 
or  gaiden  is  left  unfinifhed. 
—The  fame  uneafinefs  is 
perceptible  with  refped  to 
labjeds  that  admit  not  any 
conclnfion  \  witnefa  a  feries 
chat  has  bo  end,  commonl/ 


called  an  infinite  feriet.  The 
mind  running  along  fuch  a 
feries,  begins  foon  to  feel  an 
nueaanefs,  which  becomes 
more  and  more  feniible,  in 
continuing  its  progrefswith* 
out  hope  of  coming  to  an 
end,— I'hc  pleafure  wc  feel 
at  firil,  i&  a  vivid  emotion  of 
grandeur,  ariiing  from  the 
immenfe  extenfion  of  the  ob« 
jed :  and  to  increafe  the  paia 
we  feel  after  vard  for  the 
want  of  a  termination,  there 
concurs  a  pain  of  a  different 
kind,  occafioned  by  ftretch^ 
ing  the  eye  to  comprehend 
fo  great  a  profped :  a  pain 
that  gradually  increafes  with 
the  repeated  efforts  we  make 
to  grafp  the  whole.'*  Elem. 
ofCr,  voi.  i.  <••  8. 

Oavid,  coniidering  the 
omnipotence  of  Jehovah, 
Pfal.  cxxxix.  feels  various 
emotion.-— Won PBR,  Mar" 
vellous  are  thy  'works ^  and  that 
my  foul  kno^etb  right  nuell.^^ 
Love,  Uoiji)  precious  alio  are 
thy  thoughte  unto  me^  Q  God  / 

£  2  SaT|£TV» 
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|.  This  l^w,  which  has  no  bound*  hfel^  feiM 
bounds  tocv^ry  emotion  towards  other  objcfts.  It  is,^ 
as  It  were,  an  tmmcnfe  fire^  emitting  a  few  fparks, 
a  few  corpparatively  faint  emotions,  toward  infe- 
rior ob^e^is^  fo  2^  kiog  collects  in  his  own  perfon 
all  the  honours  of  his  kingdom,  and  communi- 
cates fome  lucid  titles  to  inferior  fubjeds^  (3)  fo. 

the 


S4TXBTY*  H»w  grgd$  ii  the 
fum!  Pain»  Smb  AncwUi/giis 
too  nMtidtr fill  for  nu^  it  is  high, 
J'canot  attain  unto  it.  In  d  i  o- 
NATION  again  ft  the  unrca- 
ffinable  cnmicy  of  men.  Do 
not  I  hate  thtm^  O  Lord^  that 
hati  thte  f  I  hate  them  tvith 
ferfeB  hatred;,  t  count  them 
jniae  enemies.  What  a  re  rem- 
blance  becvfeen  the  ohje^s  of 
his  ideast  and  the  emotions 
or  pailions  produced ! 

(3)  Kings  are  fountains  of 
honour.  As  far  as  this  arti- 
cle afiefl^  religion^  fo  far  it 
cooies  under  the  coniidera- 
tioa  of  a  divine.  Pompous 
titles  have  often  given  an  air 
of  rational  gravity  to  the  ixfoft 
ridiculoos  abfurdities,  and  er- 
rors ottered  by  men  dignified 
with  titles  have  wonderfully 
impofedon  the  credulous  part 
of  mankind,  when  the  fame 
errors,  divcfted  of  thefe  ex- 
traneous recommendations^ 
It  ia  plain,  would  have  been 
utterly  exploded*  A  freak 
in  the  head  of  John  Nokes 
is  of  no  value,  and  Tom.  the 
tapfter  laughs  at  it :  but  this 
fame  freak  becomes  an  arti- 
cle of  cenfidiration^  when  Dr* 
Nokes  pubUihcs  it  \  when  the 


right  reverend    lord    hi^o^ 
Nokes  adopts  it,  it  is  high* 
ly  probable  \    and  when  his 
grace,  the  m^  reverend  arch^ 
bijbop  Nokes  efpoiircs  it,  it  is, 
abfolutelyr  certaiw\  his,  ^mi« 
nence  Qardinal  Nokes   car- 
ries it  beyond  certainty,  and 
his     holine^     ^ope     Nokes 
crowns   it   with  infafUbili^m^ 
Did  the  faculties  pf  men  rife 
and  fall  with  titular  dignity, 
there  would    be   fomethio^ 
probable  in  all  this :  but,  a^ 
we  are  fure  of  the  contrary , 
we  mull  be  wholly  Inexcuf- 
able.  If  we  fuifer   ourfelvet 
to  be  deterii\iaed  in  theolo- 
gical matters  by  the  rofsk  of 
thofe,  who  affirm  or  d^y. 

Ci*vil  titles  of  honour  owe 
their  exigence  to  frisices,  who 
may  truly  bje  faid  to  creeue^ 
them :  but  clerical  titles  are 
the  offspring  of  complai/amce^ 
and  princes  only  beftow,  ai- 
I0W9  and  proteA  them.  Ia 
the  primitive  church  modera 
titles  were  unknown.  Cy- 
prian wrote  to  the  Bilhop  of 
Rome,  Cjipriasuis  ConeiU^ 
fratrifalutem,  Cyprian  wi(h- 
eth  health  to  his  brother  Cor- 
nelius; aad  in  thi5  fiyle  nm 
all  the  addrefliQs  of  primitive 
bilhops. 
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fha  fea  diftributes  of  its  boundlefs  waters  to  rivers," 
fountains,  and  rills.    Not  only  muft  we  refule  to 

love 


|>iihops«  After  the  time  of 
CoQuaotiBe,  the  clergy,  m- 
foisted  with  court-air,  com'^ 
^imented  one  another  in  po« 
lite  Ungua|;e»  and  with  high*> 
founding  ticfet ;  St.  Jerom 
jf^jled  Fope  Damafas  Moji 
ii$fftd  Sir,  and  St.  Auguftine 
^Mkd  he  interchanged  Qmilar 
^niptiin^nt3.  In  proceis  of 
fiflie,  the  clergy»  long  ac- 
piftomed  10  titular  diltinc* 
tion,  were  affronted*  when 
their  titles  were  omitted ;  Sti« 
(^hryfpiioni  (ays>  ^  A  moft 
vehement  hereticka  converf* 
|iy  in  time  of  perfecution 
^th  a  prelate,  neither  called 
14n  ponuff,  nor  archfaiihop^ 
aor  moft  religious,  nor  holy: 
put  what?  your  reverence^ 
ypurwifdom,  your  prndencei 
JMid»  by  addreffing  htm  by 
thole  common  appellations, 
denied  hit  AUTHoairy/'  I 
own,  I  cannot  much  blame 
t£it  hcretick;  for,  if  the 
clergy  availed  themfelves  of 
popular  contplaiiance,  by  it  to 
^iflome  dominion  over  con« 
ihience,  it  was  time  to  drop 
titlea  fo  dangeroos  to  chrif* 
tiaa  liberty.  The  &me  title, 
th4t  afciibea  dominion  to  a 

J>rieft,  attributes  fubje^ion 
o  the  people.  Perhaps,  with 
ji  view  to  this  quir  wife  mailer 
might  fay  to  his  followers. 
Salute  no-  man  hy  the  luaj, 
liuke  X.  4.  *w6e9  ye  enter 
into  a  bou/ef  falute  it,  and, 
if-^  kou/i  be  wortfyf  If t jour 


PEACE,  [that  is  to  fay,  your 
avHity,]  come  upon  it:  but  if 
it  be  mot  nuortbf,  [if  the  inha* 
bitants  abuft  your  comp^ai^' 
fance.]  kt  your  fnace  return 
t^yem*  And%  lAihen  ye  depart 
out  of  that  houj'e,  «r  city^ 
Jhake  of  the  duft  of  y§ur  feetp 
4c.  Mat.x«  12,  &c. 

To  return,  It  was  in  tho 
difpute  between  the  Patriarch 
of  Conftantinople,  and  the 
Pope  of  Rome,  concerning 
fapremacy,  that,  the  papai 
fadkion  prevailing,  titles  of 
fnpcrlative  dignity  were  ap- 
propriated to  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiff, and  titles  of  compara- 
tive dignity  to  Patriarchs, 
Archbifiiops,  6iAops,  and 
fo  on.  *<  Hae  appellationes, 
fays  my  guide,  nnlla  leg0 
praecipittniur:  fed  a  pio  ofu, 
et  reverentia,  quae  religiolia 
ac  facris  viris  debetur,  pro- 
venit.*'  Quid.  PauHrola.  The- 
four.  lib.  i.  ce^.  I .  Di  titulis 
d^itatum  Ecclefiafi* 

.  All,  that  our  reformers  bj 
againft  academical  degtves  and 
titles  anfwerable,  is  to  be 
underftood,  I  think,  only  of 
di<vinity  degrees.  '*  It  is  dan* 
geroos  and  unneceflary,  fays 
Wickliff,  to  give  men  the 
title  of  mailer  or  do^or  in 
4iivinity,  therefore  in  good 
reafon  thoie  titles  are  to  be 
fhunned  in  the  church  of 
God."  Itt^Serm.  Domini  in 
monte.  Luther,  Zuinglius, 
Hufs,  aiid  Others  ipeak  the 
famo 
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love  Mrhat  God  has  forbidden,  and  chobfe  to  re-* 
ipcft  what  he  allows  us  to  love :  but,  to  fpeak. 
properly,  we  ought  to  love  only  what  he  commanda 

us 


fiine  languige.  DelU  one  of 
the  moft  eaeer  writers  againft 
tides  and  Segrees,  expreily 
Hy^t  **  I  openly  affirm^  that 
degrees  in  i/pvim'ty,  (for  I- 
wfiddle  mjttb  none  eije.)  given 
by  the  ii|ii verities  to  their 
children  are  plainly  and 
grefly  AntichriAitn,  being 
inoitmanifeftly  contrary  to  the* 
word  of  th e  gofpel .  '*  frsal  of 
Spirits — Tefimeny  Mgainft  De* 
grtis.  1654  ByWtllium  btlL 
Had  ihls  diflindti^n  been' 
made*  ihcfe  men  would  not 
llave  been  taxed  with  enmity 
againft  all  degrees,  and  all 
Xumaa  literature ;  for  all  their 
deiign  was  to  dcftroy  the  po-  . 
pular  notions,  that  great 
learning  was  effential  to  the 
knowledge  of  chriiHanity— - 
that  a  good  lioguift,  or  a 
good  matbematician  muft 
nttiffiirify  he  an  able  divine—- 
that  illiterate  men  miift  rely 
on  the  report  of  graduates  in 
jnatters  of  religion,  and  not 
jadge  for  themfclves  —  that 
ability  to  preach  was  in  none 
but  graduateb-— and  that  a 
vicechancellor^  and  not  the 
choice  of  the  people  conveyed 
a  liberty  of  .teaching  in  the 
ChriHian  church. 


ItL  the  Plonghman's  com* 
plaint,  fet  forth  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.  the  plaintiflT 
fays,  «« The  glofers  fay,  the 
people  will  more  believe  the 
preaching  of  a  mafter,  that 
hath  taken  a  ftate  of  ichoo]» 
than  the  preaching  of  ano- 
ther man,  that  hath  not  taken 
a  iiate  of  mafterfliip."  I  he 
anfwer  is,  "  It  is  no  need- 
that  mailers  bear  witnefs  to 
God's  teaching,  or  word» 
that  it  is  true  and  good,  nei- 
ther can  any  man  by  his  . 
ftate  of  mafterihip,  which 
God  hath  forbidden,  draw 
any  man  from  his  ftn,  rather 
than  another  man,  which  is 
not  a  mailer,  nor  will  be 
none,  becaafe  it  U  ferMden 
him  in  the  goffeW  The 
writer  plainly  refers  to  Mat« 
xxiii.  8,  &c.  and  means,  by 
what  he  calls  (he  fcheol-faie 
of  mafterfitip^  that  domi* 
nion  over  confcience  in  reiigi^ 
onf  which  Chrill  forbids  hit 
followers  to  aiTume* 

Thus  another,  fpeaking 
of  the  apoftles,  and  primi* 
tiye  minifters,  whom  he  con- 
trails with  the  popifli  cler- 


Whilome  a]  thefe  were  low,  and  Hefe 
And  loued  thcyr  flockes  to  feede. 
They  ncuer  Urouen  to  be  chiefe, 
And^m/Zrwas  theyr  weede* 


Theaj 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  39  )  > 
US  to  love.  This  love  fhould  be  in  our  bekittt 
atnidft  all  our  ocher  a&£tions  as  a  prince  is 
among  the  officers  of  his  army,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  ftrongly,  as  God  himfelf  is  amongft  all  the 
creatures  of  the  whole  uoiverfe,  giving  to  all  li&« 
niotion,  and  being.  (4) 

6.  The  love  of  God  is  accompanied  with  bu- 
mility  and  fear^  as  a  lalt  to  prevent  corruption ; 
and  by  this  mean  we  are  kept  from  degrading 
Hberty  into  licentioufnefs.  In  effed,  how  greac 
mercy  foever  God  has  for  us,  it  is  the  mercy  of  a 
maften  How  great  ibever  his  paternal  tenderneis 
is,  it  is  the  tendernefs  of  a  fovereign  judge.  His 
mercy,  which  is  fo  amiable  to  us,  is  never  fcpa- 
ratedfrom  his  infinite  juftice  and  power;  and  one 
of  the  moft  eflential  marks  of  our  love  to  him 
is  to  tremble  and  become  nothing  in  his  prefence. 
Thcfc  two  things  always  go  together.   To  fear  him 

rightly 

Tbesy  addreffing   himfelf  the  ihepherds  in  the  valley 

to  a  fhepherd,  in  the  habit  with  ufing  fowl  termes^  and 

of  a  prieft,     fitting  on   an  nvitleffk  nvordsp  he  fays* 
eminence,    and  reproaching 

But  if  thee  luft  to  holdcn  chat 
With  y^/^  ihepheardes  fwayne. 
Come  Jowne^  and  learne  the  little  what^ 
That  Thomalin  can  fayne. 

Shepherds  Calendar,  July  1579. 

The  obje£lions,   then,   of        (4)    Col.  iii.  14,  15.    Eyj 

primitive  proteftants  lay  not  ^tL<n   ^i   rnrotf    (sffdWo^a 

againft  degrees    and    titles:  quod  ex  ver.  12.   repeti  hie 

bat   againlt  clerical  authority  debet.)   Tfw  cl^atyiv, — Ka.i  g 

^vtr  con/cience^  which,  under  «fi»nj  Tu  0«»  BPABETETft. 

cover  of  academical  honours,  %f  rojif  ka^S'iouk    vfjLuiv.     A 

opprefled  the  fimple   truth,  manner  of   fpeaking  takea 

This  note,  I  own,  has  only  a  from  the  Grecian  games.  Lee 

rery     occafional    connexion  it  fit  judge  exercifingfupreme 

with  the  text  of  our  author  :  authority.     B^a£iu(  qui  diP- 

buc   here  I  had  room,   and  tribuit  pr»mia  certamiaU.-— 

kii^  1  kaire  it.  ^g^. 
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rightly  we  mufi  fear  him  as  a  father;  and  to  \ovt  him 
rightly  we  mull  love  him  as  a  fovcreign  Lord*  (5) 

7.  This  love  muft  in  one  refpeft  ifHitate  the  love 
of  God,  from  which  ours  proceeds :  but  in  ano^ 
ther  refpeffc  it  muft  not  imitate  his.    It  muft  imi-^ 

tate 


(5)  We  mujt  fear  GeJ as  a 
fktker^  and  ivi  muft  Ityehim 
as  u  /9*vereign.  This  is  a 
fine  remark,  and  perfedly 
agreeable  to  the  nature  of 
things,  and  to  the  holy  fcHp- 
tares.  We  are  nataraUy  ,b 
formed,  that  our  felicity  de- 
pends not  on  the  extindion 
of  any  one  pafGon  :  but  on 
the  due  regulation  of  all. 
Agreeably  to  this  notiion, 
Mofes  fays,  Exod*  yx.  20. 
fear  net ;  for  Cod  is  come 
to  ffonte  .you^  and  thai  bis 
fear  may  be  before  your  faces, 
thai  ye fn  not.    tetLT  net^  that 

S\  me^  fear!  that  is  to  fay, 
o  not  dread  God  as  a  ty- 
rant ;  for  fuch  a  horror  would 
incapacitate  you  for  reve- 
rencing him  as  a  father.  This 
difpofition  accords  with  the 
higheft  joy,  ^er^e  the  herd 
nnith  fear^-'^^oice  nuitb  trem- 
bling^^and  kiji  the  Son.  Pfal. 
U*  II,  12. 

The  old  fchoolmen  confi- 
dered  fear  in  religion  in  a 
fmirfold  view,  a  fear  of  loiihg 
temporal  advantages  for  the 
fake  of  religion  they  called 
a  nseorldly  fear ;  and  this  they 
faid  was  wicked.  A  fear  of 
divine  punifliment,  operat- 
ing reformation  they  named 
a  Jhtvijh  fear  %  and- this  they 
thought  iar/r//ir^.  That  they 


called  a  filial  (t^r,  which 
dreaded  offending  God ;  and» 
as  the  religion  of  moil  raeia 
generally  arifes  at  firli  from  a 
mixture  offear  of  punifliment 
and  fear  of  offehding  God» 
they  made  this  com^und 
difpofition  a  fourth  fort  of 
fear,  and  called  it  imtieX 
fear.  Some  added  a  fifth 
called  natural  fear.  T'^^js* 
Aquinas  Sum.  if.  s.  9.  jfrt.  z. 

The  truth  is,  fear  is  a  na« 
turkl  paflion,  which  changes 
its  name,  I  had  almofl  faid 
its  nature,  with  its  objed* 
"  A  fcrvile  fear  of paiuy  fays 
one,  attendinff  a  deprivation 
of  good,  and  accompanied 
with  a  fear  ofy$«,  is  a  laoda-^ 
ble  fear,  and  John  the  Bap- 
till  endeavoured  to  excite  it» 
when  he  faid.  Mat.  iii.  O 
generation  of  vipers!  njoho  hatb 
*warned  you  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  comef  and  Jefiit 
Chrift,  when  he  faid.  Mat. 
X.  28.  Fear  him,  who  is  abli 
to  deftroy  both  body  and  foul  in 
hell.  **  Idcirco  toties  mi« 
natur  fupplicia  futufs,  ut  eo« 
rum  timorem  conciperemus» 
et  refipiiberemus."  Laurent* 
Beyerlinck.  Theatrum.  Tom, 
vii.  in  'verb.  Timor. 

See  vol.  i.  page  290.  note 
ii««-p.  287.  n.  8.*-i22,  n.  2« 
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tate  his,  by  diffufing  itfelf  where  his  diffufes  Itielfv 
and  ;foUow  it,  even  when  it  is  beftowed  upon 
enemies^  according  to  our  Lord's  precept.  Love 
four  enemiesy  blefs  them  that  curfe  you^ '  do  good 
to  them  that  bate  you^  and  pray  for  them 
that    deJpitefuUy  ufe  you^  and  perfecute  youy  (6) 

that 


0)  Pra^fir  them  that  per^ 
ftctaejau.  'f  he  pacifick  dif- 
|K)&tibii  i&colcated  by  our 
Lord  in  tkis,  and  the  other 
T^es  conne&ed  with  it^  has 
never  been  more  manifeftly 
miireprefentedy  than  when 
it  has  been  explained  fo  as 
to  include  a  tame  fuhmfjion 
to  blind  goldes  in  religion. 
YvKf  for  ypor  perfecutors  is 
cqnal,  according  to  fuch  ex- 
pofitorsy  to  pat  out  your 
eves— refign  your  chriitian 
liberty — give  up  your  bible 
— ^fbrfwear  the  liipremacy  of 
Chrift-^-and  renounce  the 
only  principles,  that  will 
fnpport  any  profeflion  of 
chriftianity.  I  will  date  one 
cafe. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  is 
pleaied  to  affirm,  that "  there 
was  not  from  the  beginning 
of  the  long  parliament  one 
mnMox  or  learned  man  re- 
commended by  them  to  any 
church  in  England.''  We 
recoUeft  the  hiftory  of  his 
Lordlhip's  life,  his  alliance 
to  the  crown,  and  all  his  va- 
rious interefts  in  the  then 
reletting  family,  and  in  alt 
their  meafares  of  government, 
and  we  exped  the  partiality 
of  a  man,  who  tells  his  own 
tale :  but,  after  all,  this  af- 

Vov.  P- 


fertion  would  have  been  to 
the  laft  degree  inexplicable, 
had  not  the  noble  hiiloriaii 
unfolded  the  matter.  We 
take  the  libertv  to  aflc  his 
Lordihip  what  he  means  bv 
oftbodoxyf  for  learning  we  will 
let  alone  at  prefent.  He  an* 
fwers,  **  It  may  be  in  that 
catalogue  of  fins,  which  the 
zeal  of  feme  men  hath 
thought  to  be  the  fin  againft 
the  Holy  Qboft^  there  may 
not  any  one  be  more  reafon- 
ably  thought  to  be  fuch,  thaa 
a  minifler  of  Chrlft  turning 
rebel  a?ainft  his  prince, 
(which  is  a  moft  notorious 
apofta/y  againU  his  order) 
and  his  preaching  rebellion 
to  the  people,  asthedo^rinc 
of  Chrift;  which  adding 
blafphtmy  and  pertinacy  to  his 
apoflafy,  hath  all  the  marks 
by  which  good  men  are 
taught  to  avoid  that  fin 
agamft  the  Holy  Ghoft," 
Hift.  voL  ii.  Heterodoy^t  then, 
was  a  refiiHng  of  the  civil 
and  religious  tyranny  of  the 
bloody  houfe  of  Stuart,  and 
learning  was  a  proving  of 
fuch  refiftance  the  fin  again  ft 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  This  was 
court-divinity,  let  us  ftcp 
into  the  church. 


P 


Pivine^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(      42      ) 

fbafye  my  he  the  children  of  your  father^  ixAid  is 
in  heaven  -,  for  he  maketb  bis  fun  to  rife  on  the  eini 
jand  on  the  goody  and  fendetb  rain  on  the  jufk  and  om 
the  unjuft.  But  in  another  refpeft  we  muft  not 
imitate  his  love^  for  God's  love  to  us  is  a  jealous 
love,  ivhich  cannot  confent  to  our  having  any  other 
object  of  fupreme  love  belide  himfelf:  but  our 

loiPC 


Divines  went  even  farAer 
iban  his  Lordihip,  and,  not 
content  with  harraHiBg,  ba* 
aifhing,  iniprifoning,  and 
mining  tboafands  for  non- 
conformity to  the  rekgiwi  of 
the  prince,  interpreted  felf- 
determination  in  matters  of 
faith  to  be  a  refifiance  of  au- 
thority, and  thundered  out 
damnation  againft  all  fuch 
offenders.  With  thefe  hor- 
rid founds  the  pulpits  rang 
all  through  the  reigns  of 
James  and  Charles  f.  JNo 
text  fo  courtly,  none  fo  pro- 
per to  rife  to  preferment  by 
workine  as  this  of  St.  Paul, 
Rom.  xiii.  2.  Tbty  that  rtfift 
foall  rec4i*ue  to  tbem/el'ues  dam- 
nation. With  what  face 
could  fuch  men,  or  their  pa- 
negyrifts,  reproach  the  par-  . 
Uament-preachers  in  the 
time  of  the  civil  wars  with 
uttering  feditious  fermons ! 
br.  Walker,  in  his  confufed 
ATTEMPT,  has  colie£ted 
many  of  their  expreflions; 
L'E^range  has  done  the 
fame:  and  all  their  collec- 
tions are  attended  with  the 
bitterefl  reproaches,  fo  that, 
I  think,  they  have  one  and 
another,  and  all  together 
fttlly  and  fairly  balanced  ac<« 


counts.  Bailwick's  prayer 
was.  From  fUgnt^  f4jiiUmc€^ 
and  famioit  from  bijho^s^ 
pritjlit  and  duKonSf  good  Lord 
delivir  mi  and  how  manj 
prayers,  how  many  fermoni, 
now  many  more  peftileat  ia* 
ilruments  have  been  draws 
vp,  and  fired  off  by  cpifiMK 
paUans  againft  Baftwick^  and 
all  his  accomplices ! 

Let  one  preach  the  divine 
right  of  iuriif/— another  Ae 
divine  right  of  ^^/i^-«a 
third  the  divine  right  of 
//fi^i^>let  all  preach  a  divine 
right  to  do  wion^— *let  Df » 
Nichols  declare,  uat  **  they 
are  atbttfts^  who  affirm  that 
government  originates  in  tho 
people,  that  this  notion  is  bor* 
rowed  from  the  moft  poftilomt 
aiheiftsf  and  can  be  defeadoi 
on  no  other  than  Mboi/t$€ml 
primdplu,^ — and  let  them 
plague  and  perfecote  tlie 
world  for  not  .believiag 
them :  but  let  them  not  a£ 
firm,  that  Jefus  Ckrift  framed 
a  gifpel  on  their  forry  prin- 
ciples to  ferve  fiich  fecular 
purpofes.  He  commanded 
his  difciples  to  pity  and  pray 
for  their  perfecutors:  but 
they  may  6q  both  without 
believing  a  word  tbey  fay* 
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lovr  to  him  4:sai  have  no  greater  perfe£Hbn  tliaa 
that)  which  arifes  from  a  multiplicity  of  ob- 
je6ts :  our  jealdufy  refembles  that  of  the  prophet 
Elijah,  who,  being  afked,  when  he  was  in  the 
cave  of  Beer-Iheba,  what  he  did  there  ?  anfwered, 
1  have  been  ^ery  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of 
Softs^  far  the  cbildrm  of  Ifrael  have  forfaken  thy  co- 
venanij  and  thrown  down  thine  altars.  This  was 
St.  Paul's  jealoufy,  when  he  faw  the  Corinthians 
turned  from  the  purity  of  his  gofpel ;  /  am  jealous 
over  you  with  a  godly  jealoufy^  for  I  have  efpoufed 
you  to  one  bujband^  that  I  may  prejent  you  as  a  chafte 
virgin  to  Chrift.  Indeed,  one  of  the  moft  indubi- 
table marks  of  our  love  to  God  is  to  lament 
when  his  name  is  diflionourcd,  his  word  neglcfted^ 
or  deipifed,  and  his  commands  violated.  (7) 

8.  A 


{7)  /  em  jeahus  twtr  yeu 
wtb  a  jialouj^  of  God.  ^  The 
French  Terfion  is  literd. 
z  Cor.  ii.  %.  Je  ftiis  jaloux  de 
YOQs  d'me  jalonfie  de  Dieo. 
Z«A«  ^«ep  VfAdUi  0ttf  C^^^  eUi 
xeU,  i,  e.  propter  deiiin,  non 
meo  commoda  Tbu  is  aa 
hihraijm^  and  it  may  not  be 
impertinent  to  fntjoin  the 
ibOowiog  remark.  ^  Cnm 
Lineoae  difcendae  operam 
d«iiiapiBi»yerfio»elin. 
gna  notiori  fcripta  indige- 
mns;  at  il  contingat  nos 
munqnam  poffe  ejus  aaxilio 
cax«rey  maita  errormn  nobis 

Oi   /■'  iyefif  iyipivoy  i'lrl 

-  -  ->  Hinc  denuo  colligimas 
anres  adfuetas  Unguis  nodi- 
cmis  facilem  erroris  occafi* 
pnem  prsbere,  dum  qusedara 
emfbaiica  fidentur  et  fupt  in 
lingais  aut  hodie  vigentibas. 


imminebunt  pcricala,  inter 
quae  hoe  longe  maximum  eft, 
ne  putemus  verba  fontium 
eamdem  ifjL^a^iv  habere  ac 
in  verfione  videntur.  Sspif- 
fime  enim  continnt  ut  tranf- 
lationis  vocabuTa  nefcio : 
qnam  vsm  habere  videantur 
auribvs  imperitis  quam  non 
habent  in  ipfo  originaU  (ut 
vocator)  textn  apud  aures 
linguae  adfuetas.  Hebrsei, 
exempli  canfa,  paffim  con- 
jnnguntiafinitivnm  verbo  fuo 
qaau  nomen  ica  dicnnt  mort" 
etub  moneris  et  Homerus  II. 
^ii.  1.  788. 

UftdfjLoto  ^v^wi  &c.  kc. 

aut  hodierno  ufu  inter  dodloa 
tritis,  qualis  eft  latina;  qtiam 
emphafin  olim  non  habueranc 
apud  Hebraeos,  Grascosy  aut 
latinos.  -  -  -  LiCiirc,  Art 
Crit.  pA./.U  04. 
Fa 


Digitized  by 


CiOo^(^ 


(   .44  .) 

8.  A  chriftian's  love  to  God  principally  confift^ 
in  obedience.  (8)  This,  I  grant,  is  not  always  a  cer- 
tain charafter;  for  how  many  perfons  are  there, 
who  abftain  from  evil,  and  do  good,  from  prin- 
ciples of  intereft  or  fear  rather  than  love?  but, 
however,  it  is  a  negative  character  always  fure; 
becaufe  i^  may  always  be  concluded,  that  thcy» 
who  do  nof  obey  God,  do  not  love  him,  for  all, 
who  do  love  God,  obey  his  laws.  The  rcafon  is 
evident-  AH,  who  truly  love  God,  have  an  ardent 
defirc  of  being  loved  by  him,  ^nd  it  is  eflential  to 
love  to  defire  a  return  of  afifcclion  from  its  objed. 
We  cannot  ^xpeft  to  be  beloved  of  God,  unleis  we 
ftrive  to  plcafc  him,  nor  can  we  plcafc  him  without 
keeping  his  commandments.  The  love  of  God  is  al- 
ways accompanied  with  an  holy  diligence  to  pleafe 
him^  and  an  awful  fear  of  offending  him.     A  true 

believer 


(8)  Lo-ve  to  God  camfifis 
ffincifally  in  ohediena ;  not  in 
cxtaiies,  and  high  flights  of 
fancy.  Let  as  hc^  brother 
Roger,  a  holy  rhapfodift, 
whom  cardinal  Bona  calls  an 
Extatic  Man,  **  Quid,  putas, 
erit,  A  in  intimo  tuo  iDtimus 
fit  Deas  ?  A  quantis  tenf- 
bris  ad  quantas  duceris  da- 
ritatis  per  spiritum  ejus? 
Si  illaSy  quae  in  intimis  illis, 
£ve  internis  fecretis  funt, 
Aofles  intimas  comtempiationes^ 
p.  illas  lucidas  Muminationes^ 
fi  illos  fer*vidot  fpUndonSy  fi 
illo^  ^mpjtUn  radios^  fi  illos 
purtis  fulgoresj  fl  illos  'vi^vi- 
yUos  ardoresy  fi  illos  pacificos 
/ap&eiy  fi  illos  diliticfisf  imo 
deUtiofifimos  dulcwa^  fi  res 
incegnitai  et  inn(minahiUs%  re$ 
Umcn  (xpirimtntaUi  perfefie 


poflideres.  Ah!  hon\Oy  fi 
hsc  expirimento  nofies,  puta 
quia,  nt  e^b,  teocbfas  ferres 
graviter  vite  tuac.  Qaando 
autem  erit  ?  Patas  ne  videbo  ? 
CJaando?  Qnando?  Qiiando? 
Omnia  in  mora^  nimium  fi- 
enda  haec  dilatio.  Ah!  Ah! 
Ah !  •  •  •  Uac  <o€rha  fiUndi 
fumtP*  &c.— Abftrttfc  enthu- 
fiafl!  Is  this  fpiiitual  reli- 
gion? Is  it  not  rather  the 
natural  lauigaage  of  an  odd 
animal,  compounded  of  a 
fine  fancy  and  a  coarfe  lazy 
carcafe  ?  It  is  not  the  holy 
fpirit  of  God.  It  is  un- 
taught genius  bubbling 
through  the  thick  lips  of  H 
ftupid,  inebriated,  high- fed 
monk.  Vid.  Ben^  op.  Comp% 
cop*  XX.  de  amorCf 
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believer  is  always  afraid,  left  ^y  thing  through 
negligence  or  infirmity  ihould  efcape  him,  and 
cl^  with  his  duty,  or  provoke  his  God.  This 
made  St.  Paul  fay,  fVark  out  your  own  fahation 
with  fear  and  tremblings  and  clfewhere,  /  keip 
under  my  body^   and  bring  it  into  fubjeSion ;  (g) 


(9)  /  irif^  my  body  undtr 
JuljeQiou.  That  is  to  fay, 
1  enieavour^  as  every  wife 
man  ihould,  to  Regulate  my 
ienfual  appetites  by  reafoo. 
This  meaning  is  too  fimple 
and  plain;  and,  from  this, 
and  ,other  foch  paflages  per- 
plexed with  endlefs  fuotilties, 
have  arifen  profitable  monk- 
ery in  the  church  of  {Lome, 
and  unprofitable  auHerities  in 
fome  proteflant  communities, 
all  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of 
chriilianity.  The  fri^rs^  thofe 
iandimonions  hypocrites, 
have  laid  foch  fcriptnres  at 
the  bottom  of  all  their  rules, 
and  their  rales  are  pretended 
czpoiitionsof  thefe  fcriptnres. 
The  Frandfcans  morti^  their 
bodies  for  the  benefit  of  their 
ibnls.  How  ?  They  arc  gall- 
ed Minwis  for  their  mean* 
nefs'^NuJipedis  for  their  go- 
ing barefoot— y^a/^gw  for 
their  wearing  a  rope  for  a 
clrdic'-^gWidkaMtes  for  their 
begging-^and  they  may  be 
^led  frifids  for  their  mak- 
ing it  a  virtue  to  fit  without 
a  fire  in  cold  weather— /////- 
euUtfi  for  their  nadinefs,  and 
fp  on.  The  writer  of  the  life 
of  father  Fourier  du  Matin- 
Gour,  having  celebrated  innu- 
merable fudi  virtues  in  the 


life  of  his  hero,  gives,  for  an 
example  to  the  brethren,  0ne 
infallible  proof  of  his  morti- 
fying the  deeds  of  the  body. 

^nd  what  is  it?  Why 

**  inunediately  after  the  death 
of  this  fatherland  as  the  bre- 
thren  were  laving  him  out, 
his  habit,  lying  on  the 
ground,  was  adually  heaved 
up»  and  carried  along  the 
floor  by  the  multitude  of  ver. 
min  that  lodged  in  it."  As 
if  this  were  not  enough,  the 
biographer  tells  a  naftier  tale, 
and  boldly  adds,  '*  Les  de- 
licats  frdnceront  le  ne  -  -  •. 
mais  Todenr  en  eft  tres  fuave 
dans  le  ceil,  et  fort  agreable 
aux  aunges.''  La  vig  du  Pem 
di  Moiincourp  fa  Mortificatioi^ 

Nicholas  de  Lyra,  and 
others,  have  had  the  afTurance 
to  affirm,  that  Jefus  Chriii  was 
a  Mifuritejriar,  of  the  order 
of  S.  Francis)  for  which 
Luther  juftly  reproved  them, 
of,  t»m.  iu  Others  have  attri- 
buted fnch  virtue  to  the  habit 
of  the  order,  that,  fay  they, 
**  people  buried  in  it,  in 
virtue  of  the  habit,  and  the 
merits  of  the  brethren,  in- 
"^  ftantly  go  to  heaven.  Doce- 
rent,  homines  fepultos  in 
vefte  Francifcana,  virtute 
veft^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    46    ) 

leji^  after  I  hevi  preached  to  others^  I  nyfelf  fiMild 
become  a  cajt-ai»ay\  and  hence  thofe  prayers  of  holy 
men,  {each  m  thy  ways^  O  Lord^  I  will  walk  im 

tby 


Veftis  et  merkorum  ordinis> 
re^a  in  coelam  evolare.  O 
felices  pediculos,  exclaims 
ErafmDs,  qai  in  tain  beata 
habitant  veftc/'  ITolf.  Ua. 
Mewtorab.  torn,  i.  CsTr. 

The  order  of  S.  Francis 
was  fo  accepuble  to  the  age, 
in  which  it  was  fet\ip,  that 
ffteen  hundnd  Monafteries 
were  prefentljr  ere^ed;  and 
the  Father  general  foon  ofibr- 
ed  Pope  Pi  as  thirty  tUufand 
brethren  to  affiii  him  in  his 
expedition  againft  the  Torksy 
and  he  aflfured  his  holinefs,  he 
could  fpare  this  number  for 
war  withovt  fufpeading  the 
religious  lervices  of  the 
order* 

Here  are  two  odd  circnm- 
flances,  a  moil  mortifyin|r, 
difagrceable^  deteftaMe  \tt 
of  rules  for  fobduiag  the 
flefli,  and  an  immenfe  mul- 
titude fubmitting  to  them. 
IVcre  men  dii&rent  then 
from  what  they  are  now? 
Not  at  all.  A  converted 
Francifcan  will  blab  the  fe- 
cret.  Thefe  are  his  words, 
*^  When  I  was  made  a  friar, 
a  great  number  o^  people 
were  prefent  at  the  folemnity. 
I  appeared  in  a  fpruce  garb, 
had  there  my  horfe,  my 
fword  and  piftols,  and  ap- 
peared with  much  gaiety  and 
fplendor.    The  head  of  the 


convent  adviied  the  people 
to  take  notice  of  my  pom- 
pous condition,  and  that  i 
was  willing  to  lay  afide  all 
thofe  outward  glories  for  St. 
Francis,  his  fake,  and  ac^ 
cordingly  I  difrobed  my  (elf, 
and  put  on  the  mean  gar- 
ments, which  belonged  to 
the  order,  and  then  made 
three  vows  of  obediautf  u- 
vwty^  and  chiifiity.  Aner 
that  took  one  and  twenty 
oaths ;  now  in  the  oaths  I 
fwore  never  to  come  on  hoHe- 
back,  never  to  wear  (hoes, 
to  obey  my  fuperior  in  what- 
ever he  commanded  me,  with- 
out examining  th>  lawfulnefs 
of  his  commands,',  not  to  hp 
afliamed  to  beg,  never  to  be 
out  of  my  friar's  habit.  But 
that  which  was  a  caufe  of 
diigaft  at  that  time  unto  n|e 
was  this }  the  fuperior  tells 
me,  that  I  mufl  take  my 
former  garments,  that  is  re- 
tarn  in  the  fame  poflure  I 
came,  and  go  .fee  my  friends, 
and  though  all  thefe  things 
were  againft  my  oaths, 
yet  he  would  absolvi  me 
from  them.  And  this  is  the 
Aate  of  all  the  Irifli  friars.'* 
Recantation  Sermon  of  Anthony 
Egan^  entitled  the  Franci/can 
Con*uertf  preacbed  at  London 
1673. 
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tiy  truth  %  unite  my  benrt  to  fear  thy  name  \  (i)  mcry 
God  make  you  perfeU  in  every  good  workj  to  do  his 
will^  working  in  you  that^  which  is  well-plea/ing  in  bis 
fight  through  Je/us  Chrijt. 

9.  The  love  of  God  is  not  only  continued  in  a 
chriftian :  but  it  is  alfo  inflamed  under  the  rod  of 
correSumj  contrary  to  that  faUe  love»  which  Tub* 
lifts  only  in  profperity,  and  is  quite  extinft  in  ad- 
verfity  5  for  falfc  love  in  religion  flows  from  tem- 
poral intereft,  and  is  dependent  on  irregular  felf- 
lovc:  but  true  love  to  God  regards  his  glory  and 
our  falvation,  two  things  which  can  never  be  fepa- 
rated,  becaufe  God  has  united  them  fo,  that  they 
conftitute  the  very  eflcnce  of  religion.  Whenever, 
then,  it  pleafes  God  to  chaftife  us,  thefe  two  great 
interefts  (I  mean  his  glory  and  our  falvation.)  pre* 
fcnt  themfelves  before  our  eyes ;  and,  whether 
we  confider  chaftifements  as  the  fruits  of  our  own 
fins,  which  have  ofiended  God,  or  as  paternal 
ftrc^es  to  eftablifh  us  in  holinefs,  they  cannot  but 
inflame  our  love.     Add  to  thde,   chat,  when  a 

believer 

(1.)  Unite  mf  heart  to  fear  diu  fiu&uat  inter  fuos  affec- 
ihj  namt.  Pfal.  Ixxxvi.  ii.  tus.  Poflqa am  ergo  quid  rec- 
X^M^e  iu  tout  mom  caur  m  turn  fit  didicerint  iideles,  ac- 
crmindre  ton  nom.  Alii  ver-  cedat  firinu3  coDreofus  ne- 
tunty  latijica  cor  meum,  ac  ceiTe  eft,  ne  in  pravas  cupi- 
fi  verbum  eiTet  a  radice  ditates  cor  ebulliat.  Ideo- 
JlTn  (^'w  firft'Englifh  bi-  que  ^-aptiffima  eft  in  verba 
bles  ready  0  let  my  hert  de-  uniendi  meuphoray  ex  qua 
Ifte  imfearinge  thy  name,)  fed  colligimu3  turbulentum  eilb 
potins  eft  a  ^D*^  ^\i(A  unire  cor  nominisy  dlHrahi,  ec 
££iii£cat:  qui  fenfus  optime  quaA  diflipari  in  varias  par- 
convenit  praefenti  Ioco«  Sub-  tea,  donee  Deus  ad  fe  col- 
eft  enim  antitheiis,  quae  non  ledluna  in  £rmo  et  squabiii 
fatia  fuit»  ut  par  erat,  obfer-  obedientiae  tenore  retineac. 
vata»  inter  firmum  propofi-  Cah*  in  loc. 
toiDy  quo  adhxret  cor  bomi-  Uni^^Aduna — Canftringe-^ 
nis  Deo  ubi  a  fpiritu  regitur,  Coge^-^Afpliea  mentem  meam 
cC  inqaietudinem  qua  asftuat,  ad  tui  nominis  reverentiank 
hacqac  ct  illuc  rapitur>  qaan-  PoU  Sjnoff,  in  loc* 
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believer  fees  his  God  frown^  he  cannot  help  ap« 
prehending  in  fome  fenfe  that  his  wrath  will  go 
farther,  that  the  Lord  will  forfake,  and  entirdy 
leave  him.  Hence  thefc  expreffions  of  David,  FoT' 
fake  me  not  0  Lordy  0  my  God  be  not  far  from  me. 
Aty  Godj  my  God^  why  bafl  thou  forfaken  me  f  why 
art  thou  {(x  far  from  helping  me^  and  from  the  words 
of  my  roaring  ?  (2)  And  hence  Afaph  fays,  WiU  the 
Lord  cafi  off  for  ever  ?  and  will  he  he  favourable  no 
more  ?  is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  doth  his  pro^ 
mife  fail  for  evermore  ? 

The  Tyrians,  it  feems,  when  Alexander  be- 
fieged  them,  imagined,  they  faw  by  (bme  extraor* 
dinary  motion,  that  the  miage  of  Apollo,  in  which 
all  their  hopes  of  protection  were  placed,  intended 
to  quit  their  city ;  to  prevent  this  misfortune  they 
fattened  their  god  with  chains  of  gold.  (3)  This  I 

own 


(2)  Mj  GMii  My  God, 
kt.  Pfal.  xxii.  2«  Deus  me- 
ns, &c.  priaiiu  ▼tfrftti  dsas 
notabilcs  fententiaflcondnet : 
qos  etii  io  fpeciem  videntor 
contrariae,  ^aotidie  tamen 
piorum  animis  fimul  obre- 
pttnt.  Quod  fe  a  Deo  relic- 
turn  et  abjedom  dicic,  queri- 
jnonia  videtur  efle  hominis 
ddperati :  quae  enim  refidua 
eft  fidci  fcintina»  ubi  in  Deo 
nihil  anxilii  fentitur?  et  u- 
men  quod  Denm  fiium  bis 
appeUat»  fnofque  gemitus  in 
ejus  finnjn  deponit,  non  ob- 
fcura  eft  fidei  confeffio.  An 
qui  hoc  inteftino  confliAu 
pios  exerceri  oecefle  eft,  quo- 
ties  favoris  fui  £gna  Deus 
fubdiicit,  ot  quocunque  ver- 
t9Pt   oculos,    nihil   pncter 


nodis  tenebras  occurrat.  At- 
one hoc  fidelibus  accidere 
oico,  nt  fecum  luAando  tarn 
carnis  infirmitatem  prodant, 
quam  fidem  teftentur. .  C«/v# 
in  ioc, 

(3)  Thi  Tyrians  fafienei 
fhiir  god  toifb  chains  of  gotdm 
The  tutelar  god  of  Tyre  was 
Hercules,  to  his  altar  thej 
chained  Apollo,  a  brazen 
ftatue,  uken  by  the  Cartha- 
ginians from  Gela  in  Sicily, 
and  by  them  prefented  to 
the  Tyrians.  Their  fear  of 
his  going  over  to  Alexander 
was  owing  to  a  dream  of  one 
of  the  citizens. 

The  27th  chapter  of  Ese- 
kiel  is  a  £ne  dcfcription  of 
this  famous  city.  The  peo- 
ple of  God  traded  there  in 
njoheai^ 
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own  was  a  foolifh  fuperftition :  but  methinks  we 
may  fandify  the  thought^  and  almoft  leara  a  be- 
liever's condud  from  it.  When  he  imagines  his 
God  means  to  forfake  him^  he  holds  him  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  fay  ib.)  with  chains  of  lov?,  he 
throws  around  him  the  tender  arms  of  his  piety^ 
he  weeps  on  his  bofom,  and,  to  make  ufc  of  a 
better  example  than  that  of  the  Tyrians,  he  con- 
Jhrains  him,  as  the  difciples  did  at  Emmaus, 
Abidi  with  me  for  the  day  is  far  fpent^  and  it\is  to-^ 
wards  evening. 

ID.  True  love  to  God  is  not  fupeirjlitious.]^  Su- 
perdition  ufually  fprings  from  one  of  thef^  four 
principles.  Either  firft  from  farvile  fear^  which 
makes  people  believe,  that  God  is  always  wrathful, 
and  invents  means  to  appeafe  him,  employing  for 
this  purpofe  ridiculous  praftices  unworthy  of  hu-f 

manity 


n»btat9  h$ntji  «/7»  and  halm^ 
or  rafin^  17.  All  uiefui  ar- 
ticles, fays  Mr.  Henry,  and 
HOC  ienring  to  pride,  or  lux- 
ury. 

Tyre  was,  as  the  prophet 
calls  it,  tb€  daugbtir  of  Sidon* 
Ifai.  xxiii.  12.  And  Car* 
thage  and  Utica  were  colo- 
nies from  Tyre.  Ambse  a 
Phcenicibos  conditse,  ilia 
[i.  e.  Ucica.]  fa  to  Catonis 
infignis,  hzc  [Carthago.] 
Sao.  Pomf9n,  Meh  c.  67. 

The  fate  of  Tyre,  that  is, 
of  the  old^  continental  Tyre, 
and  of  the  later  infular  Tyre, 
was  foretold,  and  circnm* 
ftantially  defcribed  by  the 
prophets,  particularly  by 
Ezekiel.  Their  vices  and 
their  poaifhnients  were  both 
Vol.  U. 


exprefly  declared,  before  any 
human  fagacity  could  difco- 
ver  their  connexion  and  lA 
fttc;  and  the  ruins  of  this 
once  famous  city  preach  the 
truth  of  divine  revelation. 

TyrejSiaii  be  as  tbt  top  of  a 
rocky  a  placi  for  fijhers  to  dry 
tbeir  nets  on.  **  Such,  fays 
a  good  writer,  hath  been  the 
fate  of  this  city,  once  the 
mod  famous  in  the  world  for 
trade  and  commerce.  But 
trade  is  a  fluduating  thing : 
it  paffed  from  Tyre  to  Alex- 
andria, from  Alexandria  to 
Venice,  from  Venice  to  Ant- 
werp, from  Antwerp,  to 
Amfterdam  and  London,  the  ' 
Englifli  rivalling  the  Dutch, 
as  the  French  are  now  rival- 
ling both.— -—Trade.  U  a 
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manity  itfelf.  (4)  Or  2dly  from  a  natural  incline 
tioHy  which  we  all  have,  to  idolatry^  which  makes 
men  think,  they  fee  fome  ray  of  the  divinity  in 
extraordinary  creatutes,  and  on  this  account  they 
transfer  a  part  of  their  devotion  to  them.  (5)  Or 
.3dly  from  bypocrify^  which  makes  men  willing  to 

difcharg^ 


plant  of  tender  growth,  and 
requires  fun«   and  foiU  and 
fine    feafons,     to    make    it 
thrive  and  ilouri(h«     It  will 
not  grow  like  the  palm-tree, 
which  with  the  n)ore  weight 
and  preifure  rifes  the  more. 
Lihtrtj  is  a  friend  to  that,  as 
that   is  a   friend    to  liberty. 
But  nothing  will  fupport  it 
and  promote  it  more   than 
virtue,     and    what     virtue 
teacheth,    iobriety,  induftry, 
frugality,  ^odefty,  honefty, 
pun^uality,  humanity,  cha» 
rity,  the  love  of  our  country, 
and  the  fear  of  God."    Bp, 
Hcnuton^    Diffl   on  Profb,   1. 
li. 

(4)  Superftitiou  is  rUieu- 
Uus.  Quand  les  hommes 
n'ont  pas  de  notions  faines 
de  la  divinite,  les  idees  fauf- 
fcs  y  fuppleent,  comme  dans 
les  temt  malheureux  on 
trafique  avec  la  mauvaife 
nionnoye,  quand  on  n'en  a 
pas  de  bonne.  Le  Payen 
crnignait  de  commetre  une 
crime  de  peur  d'etre  puni  p^r 
les  faux  dieux.  Le  Mala- 
barc  craint  d'etre  puni  par 
(sL  pagode  — Dans  nos  fiecles 
df  barbaric— on  kur  faifait 
croire  que  St.  Chrillophe, 
avait  porte  Teofant  Jefus  du 


bord  d'une  riviere  a  Pautre  ; 
on  les  rcpaiifait  d'hiftoriea 
de  forciers  et  de  poiTedes,  ils. 
imaginaient  aifement  que  St. 
Genou  guerilTaitde  laffoute, 
et  que  Ste.  Claire  gueriiTait 
les  yeax  malades.  Les  en- 
fans  croyaient  au  lougarou» 
et  les  pcres  au  cordon  de  St. 
Fran9ois,  &c«  Volt*  fur  la 
Tolerance^  <,  XX. 

When  the  monafteries  were 
fupprefTed  in  England  in 
1535,  there  was  found  fome 
of  the  'virgin.  Mqry*x  milk  at 
eight  places,  the  coals  tbai> 
roafled  St.  Laivrence^  an  an- 

fei  with  one  tving,  who 
rought  over  the  head  of  the 
fpear  that  pierced  our  Savi- 
our's fide,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Super/lit  ion*  See  vol.  L  p. 
216,  note  5. — ^p.  218,  notes 
6,  7.— p.  244,  note  6.  —  p. 
252, note  I. — p. 255,  note 2. 
(5 )  Men  ba*ve  a  natural  /«* 
clination  to  idolatry.  The 
people  of  Tyre  and  Sidon 
hearing  Herod's  oration ,  ^tfa;# 
ajhout^  faying*  his  the  'ooico 
of  a  God  and  not  of  a  man*^ 
A^s  xii.  22.  and  the  Lycao- 
nians,  on  hearing  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  faid,  The  Gods  are 
come  dofwn  to  us  in  the  likenefs 
of  men*    A£^  J^^t  11.    See 
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^ifcbarge  their  obligations  to  God  by  grimace, 
and  by  zeal  for  external  fervices ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  ihey  can  perform  a  gre^t  number  of  any 
xind.  Finally,  from  frefumptiony  which  makes 
men  fcrve  God  after  their  own  fancies,  and  eftablifti 
fuch  a  wor(hip  as  pleales  and  flatters  themfelves, 
without  regarding  whether  they  pleafe  God.  (6)  All 
thefe  appear  in  the  fuperftitions  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  the  greateft  part  of  which  fprang  from 
fear  of  the  fire  of  purgatory,  as  mortifications, 
mafles,  jubilees,  indulgences,  penal  fatisfaftions,  and 
many  more  of  the  fame  kind.  It  is  alfo  evident, 
that  fome  came  from  that  dreadful  propenjity  natural 
to  all  mankind  to  deify  creatures ;  to  this  may  be 

referred 


▼ol.  L  p.  182.— note  1. 183. 
n.  2. 

**  Grxci  homines  deorum 
hoDores  tribuunr  lis  viris  qui 
tyranaos  necavefunc.  Quae 
ego  vidi  Athenis?  quae  aliis 
in  urbibas  Graecis  ?  quas  res 
divinas  talibus  inilltutas  vi- 
ris ?  qaos  cantus  ?  quae  car- 
mina  ?  prope  ad  immortali- 
tatis  et  religionem  et  memo. 
nam  confecrantur.  C/V.  Orat. 
pr»  Milont. 

(6)  Superftition  proceeds 
froin/eary  bypocrijyy  prefump- 
tion.  Sec.  D.  Eq  quoi  con- 
fide la  fuperflition,  qui  a 
pour  objei^  la  divinite  mal 
connue  f  R.  A  honorer  le 
▼rai  dieu,  mais  d'une  mani- 
crcy  qui  n*a  point  de  rap- 
port a  fes  perfedions :  a 
croire  obtenir  de  lui  par  une 
piece  fuperficielle  des  graces, 
qa'll  n'a  promifes  qu'a  uae 
piete  folide.  D.  Allcguez  en 
quelqueexemple.   R.  Quand 


je  fuis  dans  on  lit  de  mort,  fi 
au  lieu  de  reparer  le  mal  que 
j'ai  fait,  je  mecontente  d'ea 
demander  pardon,  ec  de  faire 
quelques  refolutiohs  legeres 
de  n'y  plus  tomber,  fi  j'cfpere 
que  diea  me  fera  favorable  k 
caufe  de  ces  demarches,  je 
rens  a  dieu  des  honneurs, 
qui  n*ont  point  de  rapporc 
a  fes  perfedions :  je  crois 
obtenir  de  lui  par  une  piete 
fuperficielle  des  graces,  que 
je  ne  devois  attendre  que 
d'une  piece  folide.  Saur, 
Catecblf,  prem.  part  f.  8. 

Of  all  fuperftitions  (fays 
Mr.  Voltaire)  is  not  hating 
a  neighbour  for  his  opinions 
the  mod  dangerous  ?  and  is 
it  not  evident,  that  it  would 
be  far  more  reafonab!^  to 
adore  the  moil  paltry  relicks, 
the  milk  and  the  Ihift  of 
of  the  virgin  Mary,  than  to 
deteil  and  perfecute  a  bro- 
ther ?  Sar  Toleran,  r.  xx. 
Gz 
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referred  the'worftupping  of  images,  the  invocations 
of  faints  and  angels,  the  cuftom  of  (wtSLiing  by 
creatures,   the  adoration  of  relicks,  pilgrimages^ 
the  adoration  of  the  hoft,  and  many  fuch  things. 
Nor  is  it  kfs  true,  that  hypgcrtfy  produced  others, 
as  beads,  chapkts,  rofaries,  prayers  by  tale,  fre- 
quent fafts,  vifiting  holy  places,  &c.    And  finally 
fome  came  from  human  vanity  and  prefumptioUy  as 
ireftivals,  proceffions,  the  magnificence  of  churches, 
and,  in  general,  all  pompous  ceremonies  in  the  wor- 
ihip  of  God,     All  tbefe  arc  contrary  to  the  love 
ti  God ;  which  is  free  fix>m  fuperftition.  (7)  It  is 
fuperior  to  fervile  fear,  and  accompanied  with  a 
perfuafion  that  God  is  good,  and  that  he  loves  us. 
It  has  only  God  for  its  objcA,   it  acknowledges 
between  God  and  his  creatures,  however  amiable 
the  latter  may  be,  an  infinite  diftance,  and  confe- 
quently  cannot  bellow  any  part  of  that  worlhip 
upon  them,  which  is  due  to  him  alone.     It  is  fia- 
Cere  and  foUd,  more  attentive  to  the  interior  than 

to 


(7)  l,ov9  to  Go  J  it  not  fu" 
perftitious.  The  church  of 
Rome,  as  onr  aothorobferves, 
18  extravagantly  fuperftitioas, 
or  rather  ftapid,  on  this  ar- 
ticle. How  unintelligible  is 
James  Suarez  I  **  The  fpiri* 
tual  life  confifts  of  ij  de- 
grees.    I.  Intuitio  veritatis. 

5.  Sicijffks  animx  ad  inte- 
riora.  3.  Silentium  fpiri- 
tuale.    4*  Siuies.     5.   Unto. 

6.  Judith  loqaelae  Dei.  7. 
Somnus  fpiritualis.  8.  Ecfia- 
Jisn     9.  Raptus.   10.  Chrifti, 

et  fan^torom  apparitio  corpo^ 
ralis.  II.  Eorundem  a/- 
faritio  imaginaria*  12.  Vi-^ 
Jm   inttlltStialis.      13.    Vifio 


Dei  in  caligine*  1 4.  Aitm" 
rahilit  vijio  Dei,  dijfjeda  ca* 
ligine,  I?.  Fifio  clara^  et 
intuitit/a  Dei,  qua  licet  pro- 
pria At  beatorum  in  czlo» 
fuit  tamen  quibufdam  fane* 
tiffimis  viris  etiam  in  hac 
vita  concefTa.  Jlvarez,  torn. 
iii.  Ii6.  5.  /.  i.^apud  Bom. 

All  thefe  ileps  adfclicijfimds 
cum  Deo  nuptiaSf  it  feemSy 
may  be  taken  in  a  (hort 
time,  ^f  vu/t  homOf  in  mma 
die  ufque  ad'vefperam  per*vtmt 
ad  menfuram  di'vinitatisf  af- 
pirationum  enim  mediante 
ufu  dixit  Abbas  Alois.  Bowa* 
Card*  Compend.  cap.  ix. 
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to  the  outward  appearance;  for,  having  its  prin- 
cipal  ficat  in  the  heart,  it  reftifica  a  man^s  fenti- 
ments,  whence  as  from  a  facred  fource  good  works 
flow.  In  a  word,  it  is  humble  and  fubmiflive  to 
the  will  of  God,  which  it  regards  as  the  only  rule 
of  its  duty,  widiout  paying  any  refpeft  to  the  va- 
nity of  feme  or  the  caprice  of  the  human  mind.  (8) 

II.  Genuine 


(2)  The  thureh  of  Rome  h 
Juperfiitiws,  What  Mr. Claude 
fajs  of  the  church  of  Rome 
is  too  true  of  great  numbers 
of  her  ^embers :  but  is  it 
not  alfo  true  of  feme  protef- 
taats,  who  with  fewer  cere- 
monies  have  perhaps  as  little 
religion  as  many  of  them  ? 
iLeC  us  not  imitate  their  nn- 
charitablenefs :.  but,  where 
they  arc  amiable,  admire 
them.  VFhat  fomc  of  them 
think  the  following  ihort  ex- 
trads  will  ibew. 

**  Indeed  my  brethren  all 
exterior  worihip  relates  to 
the  renewing  of  the  heart  as 
its  principal  end.  Every 
aAion  of  piety  which  does 
not  tend  to  eftablifh  the 
kingdom  of  God  within  us 
is  vain.  Every  rcligibus  per- 
formance, which  mbfifls  al- 
ways with  our  patlions,  which 
leaves  always  in  our  hearts 
the  love  of  tbe  world,  and  its 
criminal  pleafures, which  does 
not  touch  our  hatreds,  our 
jealouiies,  our  ambitions,  our 
worldly  attachments,  our  in« 
dolences,is  rather  a  femblance 
of  virtue,  than  virtue  itfclf. 
ffe  «r/  only  before  God  *ivhat 
nAH  an  in  Itart,  tmd  affe&ion^ 


he  refpeAs  nothing  in  us  bat 
our  love:  he  will  be  the  ob- 
ject of  ail  our  defires,  the 
end  of  all  our  adions,  the 
principle  of  all  our  aiFedions* 
the  governing  power  of  our 
whole  fouls ;  all,  that  does 
not  flow  from  thef;  difpoii- 
tions,  all,  that  does  not  either 
condu6l  us  to,  oreftablifh  us 
in  thefe,  however  (hilling  be- 
fore men,  is  nothing  but  m 
fiunding  brafs  and  a  tinkling 
cymbaL 

All  religion  in  this  fenfe  it 
in  tbe  heart.  God  only  ma* 
ntfelled  himfelf  to  men,  he 
only  formed  a  vifible  church 
upon  earth,  he  only  efta* 
bli(hed  majeftick  ceremonies, 
efficacious  facraments,  mag- 
nificent  altars,  various  du-^ 
ties,  the  whole  exterior  of  his 
worfhip,  to  conduct  men  to 
the  inward  duties  of  love  and 
praife  ;  and  to  form  to  him* 
felf  a  people  pure  and  hoiy> 
innocent  and  fpiritual,  who 
might  glorify  him  for  ever 
and  ever."  MaJJillon  on  trnt 
Worjhipy  torn  ii.  Car  erne. 

**  There  is  no  other  wor- 
fhip but  love,  fays  St.  Aullin : 
it  is  the  kingdom  of  God 
within  us>  it  is  adoration  in 
fpijrit 
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1 1,  Genuine  love  to  God  is  tranquil  and  fiaee^ 
nbkj  acquiefcing  in  the  ways  of  providence  with* 

out 


fpirit  and  in  trath»  it  is  the 
only  end,  for  which  God 
created  as,  he  gave  us  love 
only  in  order  to  our  loving 
Jiioi.  Order  mud  be  re-efta- 
blilhed,  and  the  diforder, 
which  has  prevailed,  mail  be 
reverfed.  God  who  is  all  in 
all,  mud  fill  the  place,  which 
felf  occupied  once  as  if  it 
were  all  in  all — make  men 
think  thus,  and  all  doubts 
will  be  diffipated,  all  the  tu* 
mults  of  the  human  heart  ap« 
peafed,  and  all  the  pretexts 
of  irreligion  and  impiety  will 
vaniOi  of  themfelveL  I  will 
not  reafon,  I  will  not  afk  any 
thing  of  the  man,  I  leave  him 
to  his  love }  let  him  but  love 
the  infinitely  loveiy  God,  and 
let  him  endeavour  to  pleafe 
him^  and  what  pleafes  him 
cannot  but  be  the  pureft  reli- 
gion. This  is  perfed  wor- 
mip. —  Bat  what  becomes, 
you  will  afk,  of  outward 
worihip  ?  Give  me  a  fociety  of 
men,  who  confider  themfelves 
as  one  family,  whofe  father 
is  in  heaven,  who  live  only 
to  love  God,  and  themfelves 
and  each  other  for  his  fake — 
there  is  no  need  to  afk,  where 
is  his  worihip,  or  does  he  re- 
quire any  ?  all,  that  is  done 
to  honour,  obey,  and  ac- 
knowledge his  favours,  is  a 
continual  worihip  obvious  to 
all.  What  would  it  be  then, 
if  all  men  were  filled  with  the 
love  of  God?   their  fociety 


would  be  one  folemn  zSt  of 
woHhlp  like  that  of  the 
blefTed  in  heaven — cererao- 
xnies  are  not  effential  to  reli* 
gion,  religion  confitls  in  love 
and  obedience."  FeneUn.fttt 
U  culte  d$  Dietu  lit,  ii. 

"IftheHolyGhoftfpcak 
to  the  heart  by  divine  infpi- 
rations,  he  will  be  heard  in 
the  heart  with  fubmifilon  and 
entire  obedience.  Far  from 
his  altars  be  that  vain  and 
frivolous  devotion,  which, 
by  aiming  to  conciliate  Chrift 
and  the  world,  the  gofpel  and 
our  irregular  paifions,  offers 
to  God  only  fbme  exercifes  of 
exterior  worihip,  and  fuffers 
worldly  affedtions  to  live 
within.  Nothin?  is  fo  op* 
pofite  to  the  fpirit  of  God : 
yet  nothing  is  fo  common  in 
the  world,  there  are  many 
obfervers  of  rites  and  ceremo* 
nies,  very  few  worlhippers  in 
fpirit  and  truth. — ^l^he  Holy 
Ghofl  was  fent  to  condemn 
what  the  wifdom  of  the  world 
had  of  vain  and  profane;  to 
fupply  what  was  wanting  in 
the  law,  by  enabling  us  to 
a£t  by  faith  working  by 
love,  and  to  confummate  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  bv  ren- 
dering an  inward  teihmony 
of  their  truth,  and  by  com- 
municating gifts  to  faithful 
miniflers  to  preach  them. 
Flecbier*  Stn  torn.  ii.  Pcnti* 
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out  complaining,  happy  in  itfelf  without  inquie- 
tude, and  without  chagrin,  flying  from  quarrels 
and  divifions,  eafy  and  gentle  in  all  things,  yield* 
ing  in  every  thing,  except  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  the  grand  intereft  of  falvation,  in  which  love 
kfelf  is  inflexible,  and  incapable  of  compound*. 

"«-(9) 

12.  Real  love  is  always  alfive.  Its  tranquillitjr 
is  not  negligence,  it  is  lively  and  energetical,  aU 
ways  in  peace  but  always  in  aftion^  like  the  hea<- 
vcns,  whence  it  came,  without  noil'e,  in  profound 
filence,  perpetually  moving  and  inceflantly  (hcd- 
ding  benign  influences,(i)    it  is  not  content  to 

feek 


(9)  Lovf  to  GoJ  is  piaciw 
0lU^  &C,  Monf  Claude  al- 
lodes,  I  prerumei  to  that  fine 
deicription  of  divine  wifdom 
in  S.  James  iii.  17.  Thi  'wi/- 
dfim,  thai  is  from  abc*vit    is 


ence  of  nn  upright  man  it 
inflexible,  and  his  religion  it 
exempted  from  the  laws  of 
complaifance*  Barclay's  pre* 
face  to  his  apology  for  the 
people  called  Quakers    hat 


firfi fure^piaceahUf  gsmtlty  und  been  always  admired  for  com* 

tafy  to  be  intnated^  full  of  prehending  moft  of  the  beft 

mercy  and  good  fruit  St  'without  arguments  for    religious  li« 

partiality  aad  nuitbout  hypo-  berty,  and  his  addrefs  to  hit 

erijy.     The  apoftle  decribes  majelly,  Charles  II.  is  equally 

the  two    excellent  qualities  admirable  for   its  fincerity. 

mentioned  by  our  author.  Di-  St.  James's  direA  complaifanc 

vine  wifdom  is  eajy  to  be  in-  wifdom  is  beautifully  exem- 

treaied^  tt/ireStif^  ob/equious^  pliiied  there,     Complaifance 

and  it  is  alio  direS^  impartial  is  always  a  crime  when  it  be^ 

and  fincertt    aJ^iAKftj  »*  KAt  trays  confcience. 

ojvTroKieil^  •      The  word  of  ( l )  The  heavens  move  infi» 

Godt  the  feed  of  this  f  ighte-  lence.     A  fine  image  of  ope* 

pus  fruity  is  fown  in  peace  by  rative  modeil  love, 
pacifick  men.     The  confci- 

What  call  we,  then,  the  firmament,  I^orenzo? 
—  Call  it  the  breaft-plate  of  the  true  high-prieAt 
Ardent  with  ^ems  oracular,  that  give, 
)n  points  of  higheft  moment,  right  refpoufe; 
And  ill  negledtcd  if  we  prize  our  ppace* 

~  They 
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fibek  God  in  his  temples  only :  but  it  purfues  hinfi 
in  boufes,  chambers,  and  clofets,  it  riles  after  him 
to  heaven*  ic  enjoys  him  in  the  heart,,  where  it  en- 
tertains and  adores*  him,  it  ^oes  even  to  feek  hitn 
in  his  members,  and  chieAy  in  the  poor,  whofe  fe* 
cret  neceifities  it  enquires,  and  endeavours  to  re^ 
lieve. 

-  Finally,  One  of  the  greateft  evidences  of  love 
to  God,  is,  fpontaneous  obedience,  not  waiting  for 
chaftifements  to  awake  us,  after  we  have  fallen 
into  fin :  but  returning  immediately  to  repentance. 
Indeed,  tardy  repentances,  which  come  after  wc 
have  exhagfted  the  patience  of  God,  and  drawn 
the  ftrokes  of  his  rod  upon  us,  are  mueh  more 
likely  to  be  efFefts  of  nature  than  of  love  to  God. 
Self4ove  has  fo  great  a  fhare  in  fuch  a  condu£b, 
that,  if  we  do  not  attribute  our  repentance  wholly 
to  it,  we  muft  in  great  part.  Yet,  it  is  certain, 
when  repentance  docs  not  flow  wholly  from  love 
to  God,  it  is  not  wholly  heavenly  and  fpiritual,  it 
is  a  compound  of  heaven  and  earth,  divine  faith  and 
human  prudence;  and  fd  much  as  it  has  of  nature 
and  finful  felf-interefl:,  fo  much  it  lofes  of  it& 
worth  and  excellence.  Genu'uie  love  does  not 
then  wait  for  carnal  folicitations,  nor  till  afflictions 
inform  us  of  our  ftate,  it  freely  comes  to  our  aid, 
and  conftrains  us  to  return  to  God^  even  before 

—  They  rove  for  ever,  without  error  rov^; 
Confufion  unconfured  !  nor  lefs  admire 
This  tumult  untumuUaous  ;  all  on  wing ! 
In  motion,  all!  yet  what  profound  repofel 
^  What  ftf^id  aaivm^  jet  no  noi/e  !  a»  aw'd 

'  To  fileace,  by  the  prefence  of  their  Lord  ; 
Or  hufli'd  by  his  command,  in  love  to  maiif 
And  bid  let  fall  foft  beams  on  human  reft, 

Rclllcfs  themfdves.    — r-    —    

Nigbt-7beMght$.  «»9; 
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w€  feel  the  eScGts  of  his  indignation^ 
for  the  charaftcrs  of  love.  (2) 


So  much 
In 


(2)  CbardBers  $fio^e.  The 
koly  icriptfxres  Abound  with 
chtra^tcrs^  aod  are  able  tho^ 
tomiblj  u  furmfif  the  man  9f 
GoJu  There  are  charaders 
of  indi'uidualj'-^29f  Abraham 
Wai  thtfritni  of  GoJ,  James 
ii«  23.-*Jobwai^/«r/>^  and 
uf  right f  OB^  that  feared  God 
and  efchewed  evil,  Job  i.  i. 
•—Stephen  was  full  of  faith 
imd  fonver^  AAs  vt.  5.  8.— 
Deacvns  were  men  of  honefi 
report^  full  of  tht  holy  Ghoft 
undmjifdom^  Ads  vk  3.— Ser- 
gjus  Paulas  was  a  prudent 
ma»t  Ads  xiii.  7-- Ely  mas 
w^fMHofallfuhti/ty  andmif 
chiefs  an  enewf  ofallrighteouf 
mfsf  Ads  xiii.  10. 

There  are  charaders  of  ««- 

tions — as,  the  Chaldeans  are 

a  hitter  and  hi^j  nation^  ter^ 

rihle  anddrem^uUiivh.  i.  6» 

7.—The  Cretians  are  always 

liars,  evil  btafls^  Jlonv  ieliies, 

Tttas  i.  12. — Romans  were 

filed  ^vitb  all  unrighteou/nefsy 

&c  Rom.  i.  «9,— Jews  refted 

in  the  laiVf  and  made  their 

hoafiofGod,  &c.Rom.  ii.  17. 

There  are  charaders  of  w'r- 

/^Kf/y  as  I  Cor.  xiii.  Jam.  iii. 

17.— and  of  vices f  James  iii. 

15.1  Tim.  V.  8.  vi.  I  o,  &c.  &c. 

To  charaderize  is  to  paint* 

a  flight  Me^  lofes  the  like- 

nefs,    and  a  fmall  addition 

produces  a  caricatura.    This 

method  of  difcufllng  a  fub-> 

jed,  therefore,  requires  great 

caution  and  attcnuoo,  a  cool 

Vol.  n. 


judgment  and  a  fteady  hand : 
but  well  executed  it  is  a  modt 
of  treating  a  fabjed,  thai 
produceth  excellent  efedb, 
and  difcoTers,  perhaps  fooner 
than  any  other,  the  man  of 
ripe  and  regular  judgment, 
ajidhoneft  Seart  to  his  au« 
ditors.  I  ihall  add  only  one 
(hort  example* 

Mr.  Saurin,  who  frequently 
ufes  this  method,  gives  the 
divers  charaders  of  a  virtue, 
in  a  fermon  on  the  love  of 
our  country. 

"  Neb.  ii.  3.  n^iy  JbonU 
not  my  countenance  he  fad,  vohen 
the  city,  the  place  of  my  fa* 
thers  fepulchres  lieth  viafte^ 
and  the  gates  thereof  are  con' 
fumed  luith  fire*  By  uniting 
the  various  circumftances^ 
which  we  have  mentioned, . 
and  by  conneding  the  words 
of  our  text  with  the  preceding 
and  following  verfes,  we  find 
in  Nehemiah's  zeal  for  the 
publick  good,  and  in  his  love 
for  his  country,  i.  a  fpirit  of 
devotion.  2.  a  fpirit  of  refer* 
mation.  3.  a  fpirit  of  mortify 
cation.  4.  a  fpirit  of  prudence. 
5.  a  fpirit  of  vigilance,  6.  a 
fpirit  of  firmnefs.  7.  a  fpirit 
of difinterefiednefs.  Seven  cha- 
rader  f  true  zeal  for  the 
pub  ic  good,  and  of  a  man's 
love  fir  his  country. "  Tom. 
iv.  r amour  de  la  patrie, 

Monf.  Claude  does  not  e- 

numerate  fo  many  properties 

of  love  as  Gerfon  reckoned 

H  up. 
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In  regard  to  the  emotions  included  in  the  words 
patient  waiting j  you  may  remark,  lit.  that  the 
coming  of  jefus  Chrift  being  the  fubjedt  in  quef- 
tion,  the  expectation  of  a  believer  is  a  true  and 
real  bope^  direftly  oppofite  to  the  expectation  of 
the  wicked,  which  is  a  fear.  The  latter  confider 
Jefus  Chrift  on  this  occafion  as  their  judge,  and 
enemy,  who  will  avenge  himfelf,  punifli  all  their 
fins,  and  plunge  them  for  ever  into  perdition.  Be- 
lievers, on  the  contrary,  confider  him  as  their  head, 
their  hulband,  their  faviour,  who  will  come  to  raife 
them  from  duft  and  mifery,  and  to  exalt  them  to 
his  glorious  kingdom.  The  wicked  in  their  fore- 
views 


up^  They  are,  according  to 
him ,  JSftj .  yooM.  Gerfou  Jup* 
CoMtic,  apud  Bonam. 

Nor  does  he  make  love  to 
God  the  principle  of  mufic^ 
and  of  all  other  fciincts^  as 
others  do.  '<  ad  amorem  om- 
nia confilia  reducuntur,  ne- 
que  maficam  folum  docet : 
led  omnium  fcientiarum,  om- 
niam  virtutam,  aClor,  ma- 
giller»  principiam,  et  finis 
eft."  &c.  Ben^e  Via  Comp.  ad 
Deum. 

His  defcription  of  love 
does  not  altogether  agree  with 
that  of  St.  Paul  in  the  xiiith 
of  the  I  ft  to  the  Corinthians^ 
bccairfc  he  treats  of  love  to 
God  :  but  the  apoftle  of  love 
to  the  brethren^  the  fame  fpi- 
rituiil  affection  viewed  in  re- 
lation to  different  objeds. 
That  the  apofilc  fpeaks  of  love 
to  the  brethren  may  be  gather- 
ed from  the  end  that  he  propo- 
fcd,  which  was  to  (hew  the  Co- 
rinthian converts  a  more  excel' 
lentw&yp  towhat?  to  harmony 


among  /^/inr^Az;//,  which  was 
in  terra  pted  by  jangling  dif- 
cords  about  gifts*  Tne  apoftle 
approved  of  their  zeid  for 
gifts»  particularly  for  the  gift 
of  tongues:  but  tells  them^- 
that  tongues  *were  for  afign^ 
not  to  them  •which  believe^  but 
to  them  tvhich  believe  not^~^ 
and  that»  though  they  ihould 
fpeak  with  the  tongues  of 
men,  and  angels,  it  would 
not  anfw^r  their  end,  it  would 
not  win  over  the  partifans  of 
one  clafs  to  thofe  of  another: 
that  muft  be  brought  about 
by  fome  more  excellent  way, 
that  is,  by  lo*ve  to  each  other  i 
without  which  their  liberality 
and  zeal  would  be  hypocrify  ; 
all  their  miraculous  flights  of 
knowledge,  reverie  s^l  their 
eloquence,  confufed  jargon  ; 
love,  and  love  alone  would 
re-eftabli(h  the  peace  of  the 
church ;  for  lonfi  adds  he, 
Juffereth  long  and  is  kind\  Unt§ 
en'vieth  not^  h*ut  vaunt$tb  nU 
it/elf,  &C, 
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views  refetnble  the  devils,  who,  at  Chrift's  firft  ap- 
pearance exclaimed,  let  us  alone^  wbat  have  we  to 
do  with  thee,  thou  Jefus  of  Nazareth?  (3)  art  thou 
com  to  defiroy  us?  but  the  righteous  imitate  thofe, 
who  attended  his  publick  entry  into  Jerufalem, 
Hofanna^  faid  they,  hlejfed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

2.  This  expedadon  is  accompanied  with  an  holy 
and  ardent  dejire^  as  being  an  expedtadon  of  the 
greateft  bleffings.  Come  Lordjefus^  fays  the  church. 
Lord  Jefus  come.  Such  was  David's  expeAation, 
when  he  was  among  the  Philiftines;  as  the  hart 
pantetb  after  the  water-brooks^  fo  panteih  mf  foul 
after  thee^  0  God.  The  defire  of  a  believer  is  not 
left  fervent,  or  ^to  Ipeak  more  properljr.)  it  is  far 
more  ardent,  when  he  meditates  on  his  entrance 
into  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  where  we  (hall  burner 
and  tbirfi  no  more^  for  the  lamb  fhaU  feedus^  and 
JbaU  lead  us  to  fountains  of  living  waters.  What  the 

firft 


(3)  JFJ^at  have  we  ip  do 
nvitb  thuf  MarkL   24.     T/ 

quid  nobis  eft  tibi  ?  eft  haec 
locutio  Hebraeis  et  Graecis 
familiaris,  i.e.  Siuidtibino^ 
hifaan^  fupple,  r// ,  aut  caufa 
€ft f  cur  no8  torques?  non 
te  vexamus :  fed  peccatores 
qui  nofiri  jaris  funt,  et  im- 
jnundi  ut  nos.  Earn  phrafm, 
fi  ex  ufu  latini  fermonis  in- 
.  terpreterisy  contemptum  vi- 
decur  inducere,  ita  enim  La- 
tini aiunt.  Quid  tibi  mecum 
efi  ?  at  Hebr^eii  aliud  ftgnifi- 
cat,  nimirum,  curmihimo- 

leftiam  exhibes? Grot,  in 

Mat.  viii.  29.     2  Sam.  xvi. 
JO.  2  Kingi  ix.  18,  19.  Juf- 


tin  Martyr  (or  whoever  waa 
the  author.)  makes  a  juft  ob- 
fervation  on  John  ii.  4.  07/ 
/e  4rp9;  AHfAtUf  srt  ecrtt^ 

Oi/OK   yOVt^tV    H^a,lJL»(    ft/E/.^«i- 

nnu  0  XP'^*^  vfjromJUff  r/, 
futprvpsi  A9KAf  0  ivayfi/uTn^ 
h/kym  ^%fi  cet/TVy  on  KttrtCtii 
fxtra,  Itf^^  3^  M^p/ctr  Airo  Un 
fHtTAKftf/^  )^  ny  rnOTASSO- 
MENOZ  AvToif..  Quod  vcro 
nullo  modo  Chriftus  contu- 
meliofe  aut  inobedienter 
quidquam  adverfus  parentes 
egerit,  ex  eo  apparet  quod 
Lucas  evangelifta  de  eo  tef- 
tatur,  HieroTblymis  eum  cum 
ipfis  defcendifTe^  et  fuhditum 
Hits  fuij/r,  Juft.  Mart,  ad 
Orlbod,  quaft.  136. 

H  2 
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firft  appearance  of  Chrift  in  the  flefti  was  to  the 
ancient  church,  chat  his  fecond  manifeftation  is  to 
us,  With  this  difference,  that  then  he  was  to  appear 
in  grace,  whereas  now  we  expeA  him  in  glory- 
then  he  was  to  appear  in  the  f9rm  of  afervant^  and 
in  the  Ukenefs  of  JInful  flejb :  but  hereafter  he  will 
appear  in  the  form  of  Gody  thmking  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God.  As  he  was  then  the  defirt  of 
all  nations^  how  fhould  he  not  now  be  the  defire  of 
all  believers  ? 

3.  This  defire  is  accompanied  with  an  bofy  inqui* 
etude^  almoft  like  what  we  feel,  when  we  expedt  an 
intimate  friend,  of  whofe  coming  we  are  fure;  buc 
are  uncertain  about  the  time :  or,  if  you  wiH,  fuch 
as  an  opprefled  and  enflaved  people  feel,  while  they 
wait  for  a  deliverer^  or  fuch  as  an  affedionate  con- 
fort  feels,  while  (he  waits  for  the  return  of  her 
lord.  On  thefe  occafions  days  and  hour^  move 
flowly,  time  is  anticipated,  futurity  is  enjoyed,  and 
there  is  a  prclibation  of  the  expeded  pleafure.  This 
is  the  holy  inquietude,  which  St.  Paul  attributes  to 
the  creatures  in  general,  faying,  ll^CY  groan  and  tra- 
vail in  pain  together  for  the  earnefi  expeSlation  of  the 
manifeftation  of  the  fons  of  God.  (4}  How  much 
more  then  muft  believers  do  fo  ? 

4.  But 

(4)  Thi  creatufit  iarmftfy  fptciant.  i^/r/(  hoc  loco  com*- 

ixpi^  the  mani/eAatiom  9f  thi  ple&i  videtur  hoc  uni^erfmm 

fins  of  Qod.     Rom.  viiK  19.  ^uod  <§mfpicimu$  \  nni^erfitas 

ExfpeSath    tnatur^e.    ad.  nrum  creatamm^    quae    coca 

verb.  Exfirto  csifiti  faSu  iX'  nfanitati^  i.  e.   mucabilicaci, 

J^iBatip  enatura.     £ft  ipfa  ec  corrupcioai  oaturali  fuh'* 

KJ/fftf  ttiroKA^etJ'oMfa,  more  JeSa  /uit,  ver.  feq.  propcer 

Hebrseo;  qoalis  eft  vel  par-  Adami  culpam ;    (econdum 

toriencii,  vel  eorom  qui  ca-  vecerum  feDCenciam,  exfpcc- 

pite  eredo,  ec  exferto  collo  tatiir  autem  poft  univerfi  con-^ 

ftant,  fi  forte  amicum  e  Ion-  flagracioiieni    mukd   melior, 

firinquo  adveniencem  in  auxi-  etpurior  tnachina.  a  Pec.  iii. 

limn  fttum  cxfpe^apte^  pro-  13.  ubi,  Hebrakomore,  ra/r 
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4.  But  this  inquietude  docs  not  prevent  our  pof^ 
f effing  ourfouh  in  fatience^  for  it  docs  not  proceed 

to 


et  terr^  nomine,  nova  reram 
fumma  five  univerfitas  intel- 
ligitur.  Sicut  autem  frequen- 
ces Aint  profopbjpaei  apud 
orones  fcriptores,  ita  et  apud 
iacros ;  ut  cum  Miulire  juben- 
tur  citlum  et  ttrra ;  cum  mon* 
tes  exfultiiTe;  maria  it  amnis 
trepidaiTe  dicantur;  fupr^ 
caecerot  autem  Paul  us  amat 
m^wrvrvjFOiUif^  nunc  legemt 
n one  p€cc€UMMf  nunc  mortem^ 
nunc  uaturam  rerum  aJ^iSa" 
iiUm,  Creatura  hie  ixjpec^ 
Urre  dicicur  |>rojpter  appeti- 
tom  quo  omnia  in  propriam 
inclinantujr  perfedtionem. 
Senfus  eft»  q.  d.  tou  bac 
creatura  irracionabilisf  quae 
hominum  ufibus  fervit,  na- 
tural! quodam  defiderio,  e^- 
fpe£tat  tempus>  quo  filii  Dei 
gloria  donabuntur.  ut  uni 
cum  eis  ^uibus,  qua£  domi- 
Difl.  ferviret,  ipfa  etiam  glo- 
nam  (puti  renovatlonem  in 
ft4tum  meliorcm,  et  ultimam 
perfc£tio0em)  accipiat.  Hoc 
iDodo  hunc  locum  veteres 
plerumque  interpretantur ; 
fed  darilfimus  nofter  Ham" 
m^ndus  intelligit  de  nfocatUme 
Gemtitmt  quje  avide  exfpec- 
unt  revelationeip  evangelii. 
Nee  ratio  quidem  probabilis 
reddi  poteft  cur  haec  ^i^iQ-xn 
per  proibpopxiam  interpre- 
C0tur>  propter  unicara  vocem 
«7/^»<  utpleruii^que  fit«  quo 
pado  ienfas  redditur  afper  et 
sodofus.  Quod  fi  recolamus 
vocem  iUam  «7/^/(  praecipue 


de  Gentibus  a  Judaeis  intel* 
ligi  (utMarc.  xvi.  15.  Matt.  - 
xxviii.  19.  ubi  iHtffif  et  si/m 
fe  invicem  explicant)  fa^illi* 
mum  ideoque  ut  opinor  ««- 
rum  apoftoli  elicies  fenfum  ; 
VIZ.  GeMtiks  fuoque  ^nbeUrs 
ad  libirtatem  tvangdicawi. 

Tacitus  and  Suetonius 
both  fay,  an  opinion  nnivev- 
fally  prevailed  all  over  the 
ea(l,  that  about  this  time 
(that  is  a  little  before  the 
dedrudlion  of  Jerufal^m.)  one 
out  of  Judea  fhould  obtaia 
the  empire  of  the  world. 
Whether  this  opinion  came 
from  the  Sybilline  writings^ 
the  books  of  Mofes,  or  die 
prophecies  of  Balaam,  we 
know  not»   certain  it  is,  « 

florious  time  they  expefted. 
uet^  in  Vefp.  cap.  2.  Tucitm 
hift.  V.  13.  St.  Paul,  wbo 
read  and  quoted  the  heathen 
poets,  was  not  ignorant  of 
Virgil's  PoUio  written  aboet 
forty  years  before  Chrift'a 
Birth.— Pacatumque  regct 
patriisvirtutibusorbem.  9#r. 
17,  &c.  ScLiv, 

Some  think,  Socrates  had 
this  timp  in  view,  when  hfi 
'  fpoke  thus  to  Alcibiades  con- 
cerning prayer.  ^yM  (jlu  kt 

^tn^tfAMmw  f$Af1]X  MA0H 
fiKf  /s/  4rf0f  '^iK^  ^  *uf^  «br- 

uf  vAf^tu  0  XPONOS  »TK 
«  S«>xf«7S;,  ^  TI2  O  n  Al* 
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to  murmuring :  but  fubmits  to  the  will  of  God ; 
knowing  thac  times  and  leafons  are  in  his  own 

power. 


i/i/f  TKTor  Tor  AN0PnnON 
Tif  trir.  5#c.  »To^  «r/^  •  /x€- 
A«/  vfpi  tf-tf.  P/a/0  in  Alcih.  IL 

The  amount,  theiiy  is  this. 
The  heathens  expeded  fome 
great  revolution  to  be  brought 
about  by  fome  extraordinary 
perfon,  about  St.  Paul's  time. 
-— Su  Paul  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  their  opinions— It  is 
therefore  natural  to  fuppofe, 
the  apoftle  would  (^eak  on 
this  article,  and  dued  the 
€^9%  of  the  Pagans  to  Jefns 
Chriil— This  pa£age  is  ca- 
pable of  fttch  a  meaning,  and 
It  is  highly  probable  tnis  is 
thefenleofit.  The  Gentiles 
are  earneftly  looking  iotfuch 
A  liberty  as  the  goipel  propo- 
ses to  mankind. 

The  quellion  is,  what  li- 
berty the  go/pil  does  propofe 
to  bellow  on  mankind.  In 
days  of  yore,  divines  were 
HOC  aihamed  to  affirm,  that 
liberty  of  judging  and  deter- 
jninin^f  matters  of  faith  and 
confcience  was  a  prerogative 
of  the  papal  tiara,  veiled  by 
by  the  gofpel  folely  and  ex- 
clufively  in  the  pope  for  the 
time  being.  At  the  Refor- 
mation, this  prerogative  in 
this  kingdom  was  veiled  in 
the  cronuitf  and  non-reiiftance 
and  paffive  obedience,  itk/a- 
tredy  as  v^^H  as  in  civil  mac- 
'  ters,  were  faid  to  be  dodrines 
of  fcripture,  and  of  the  efta- 
bliihed  church  of  England. 


At  the  Revolution  t^e  crown 
a^eed  to  rejtgn  this  preroga- 
tive, and  by  the  ad  of  tole« 
ration  did  adually  refign  it 
in  regard  to  the  protellant- 
dilTenters.  If,  then,  an  £n« 
elilhman  do  not  choofe  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  the  eila- 
blimed  religion  is  fuppofed 
to^  be  his,  and  the  eftablifhed 
faith  is  reckoned  to  him  for 
righteoufnefs.  If  he  choofe 
to  examine  the  eftabliflied 
religion^  and  after  examina- 
tion if  he  approve  of  it,  and 
embrace  it,  the  wealth  and 
honours  of  thenational  church 
are  open  to  him;  though, 
by  the  way,  the  church  of 
England  is  not  a  wealthy 
church,  the  inequality  of  its 
emoluments  maice  it  appear 
fo  in  a  few  individuals :  but 
were  all  church  revenues  col- 
leded  firft  into  one  aggregate 
fum,  and  then  equally  divided 
among  all  the  clergy,  much 
lefs  would  fall  to  the  (hare  of 
each  than  many  proteftant- 
di/Tenting  minillers  enjoy.  If 
any  minifter  thinking  for 
himfelf  cannot  conform  to 
the  eftabliOied  religion,  he 
may  difTent,  the  law  allows 
him  chriftian  liberty,  that  is, 
liberty  to  be  a  chriflian  ac- 
cording to  his  own  notions  of 
chrilHanity.  Chriftian  con- 
gregations of  protetlant-di(^ 
Tenters  impofe  nothing,  nor 
entertain  any  ideas  of  coerciBn 
in  religion,  and  herein  the/ 
excel 
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eiwer,  if  he  tarry  wait  for  him^  as  St  Paul  after 
abbakuk  fays.  Heb.  x.  37.  that  iSy  be  not  im« 

patient. 


excel  all  other  reformed 
chorchosy  their  miniflers  and 
people  enjoying  the  moft  of 
any  the  fweets  of  religious 
liberty.  One  chief  inflra- 
ment  in  fubverting  popery  is 
a  comparifon  of  the  fcripcu- 
rally  chriftian  church  with 
the  papal  on  this  article.  Our 
Delaunei  whofe  excellent  plea 
adually  defies  all  reply,  pub- 
lilhed  a  fmall  piece  of  this 
kind,  which  he  called  tiKov 
Oifp'v,  the  imagi  rf  the  beaft. 
Jn  one  column  he  placed  the 
head,  the  members,  the  ce- 
remonies, and  the  fpirit  of 
fagan  religion — In  a  fecond 
oppofite  he  placed  the  head, 
the  members,  the  ceremonies, 
and  the  fpirit  of  popery—-^ 
And  in  a  third  he  put  the 
head,  the  members,  the  ce- 
remonies, and  the  fjpirit  of 
the  cbriftian  church.  Impo- 
fitioo  is  the  fpirit  of  the  two 
firfl.  Rev.  xiii.  i6,  17.  and 
liberty  and  love  that  of  the 
lail.  Thefe  parallels  are  edi. 
fyiog,  and  the  whole  church 
of  Rome  cannot  anfwer  thofe 
arguments  for  the  reforma- 
tion, which  arife  from  them. 
In  regard  to  both  clergy 
and  laity,  there  is  not  a  Utt 
man  in  all  the  pope's  church. 
No  one  may  profefs  to  believe 
snore  or  lefs  than  the  efta- 
bliAied  creeds  contain:  no 
snan  may  perform  divine  wor- 
ihip  in  any  other  manner, 
th&n  that  prefcribed  by  the 


ritual:  no  man  may  choofe 
his  own  minifter;  in  a  word^ 
the  whole  community  is  in  a 
ftate  of  infancy,  and  the  old 
man  at  Rome  is  emphatically 
the  father  of  them  all.  If  it 
be  enquired,  what  conciliates 
men  to  fuch  a  bad  religion* 
which  keeps  all  its  people  ia 
fetters?  we  anfwer,  their 
chains  are  of  gold.  If  it  be 
objeded,  a  great  part  of  their 
clergy  are  poor?  we  reply, 
two  twenty  ilK>ufands  allure 
half  a  nation  into  a  lottery* 
Happy  the  people  who  are 
not  redeemed  nuith  filver  and 
gold,  either  in  hand,  or  in 
hope:  hut  with  the  precious 
hlood  of  Qhrift^  as  of  a  lamh 
unblemifhed  in  his  life,  un- 
f{>otted  and  difinterefted  ia 
his  motives!    i  Pet.  i.  18. 

Some  have  enquired,  why 
the  ancient  lawgivers  pre- 
tended that  their  laws  were 
derived  from  deities.  Why 
did  Draco  and  Solon  attribute 
theirs  to  Minerva  ;  Numa  his 
to  Egeria ;  Charondas  his  to 
Saturn ;  Minos  his  to  Jove ; 
Plato  his  to  Apollo ;  Mercury 
Trifmegiflus  his  to  Mercury  ? 
The  proper  anfwer  is,  be- 
caufe  all  mankind  naturally 
attribute  a  right  of  religious 
legiflation  to  God,  and  yield 
that  ready  obedience  to  what 
they  think  divine,  which 
they  would  refufe  to  what 
they  thought  merely  human. 
The  ancient  legidacors  were 
poli- 
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patient,  do  not  murmur,  for  be  will  certainly  come^ 
and  will  not  tarry.  They  are  the  profane  only,  who 
fay,  where  is  the  promife  of  bis  coming  ?  for  Jince  the 
fathers  fell  ajleep^  all  tbings  continue  as  tbey  werefrofm 
tke  beginmng  of  tbe  creation.  We  feel  then  an  in- 
quietude, but  an  inquietude  blended  with  fubmij^ 
Jion  to  the  will  of  God.  Wby-^  fays  the  believer^ 
art  thou  cafi  down^  O  my  fetd?  why  art  thou  difqui^ 
tted  within  me?  bope  tbou  in  Gody  for  I JhaU  yet 
fraife  bim^  wbo  is  tbe  bealtb  of  mf  countenance  and 
my  God.  (5) 

5.  Thi^ 


politictaast  and  they  adapted 
their  plans  Co  human  nature. 
**  it  became  a  caftom»  faya 
one,  eftabliihed  by  an  tx* 
prefs  law  of  Romulus,  not 
to  ratfe  any  perfon  to  the 
royal  dignity,  tbe  prieflhood, 
or  any  of  the  publick  magif- 
trades,  nor  to  undertake  any 
war,  till  the  Aufpices  had 
been  ^r£t  confulted,  and  thia 
pra&ice  lafted  above  700 
years.  For  though  it  owed 
its  origin  to  nothing  but  the 
igttoranci  of ^thofe  early  ages, 
yet  in  procefs  of  time,  it  De« 
came  one  of  the  chief  ayfte-, 
rics  of  ftate-policy."  The' 
iffieramce  here  mentioned  was 
not  ignorance  of  God's  right 
to  govern  :  but  of  the  nuans^ 
by  which  he  made  known  his 
mind.  Hnokis  Rom.  Hiftory 
i.  u  chop.  a. 

<<  Thus,  iays  another,  the 
wifeft  of  the  heathens  held 
the  truth  captive,  and,  by  a 
wrong  policy  or  baCe  fear, 
bred  in  the  mi^nds  of  the  j>o- 
pulace  fuperftitions  as  ridt* 
culoua  as  profane,  of  whidh 


they  [the  governors]  per- 
ceived the  falfehood  and  va- 
nity.'* Let  chriftian  gover- 
nors  weigh  this  jud  refledtion. 
Rollings  Rom*    Hift.    vol.    L 

(5)  Inquietudi  is  hleniei 
*with  fubmij/ian  to  the  wii  of 
God.  God  himfelf  is  the  ob- 
jed  of  a  chridian  hope,  and 
eternal  life  is  therefore  ea- 
gerly expefted,  becaufe  God 
IS  to  be  enjoyed.  Whick  hope 
nue  bitvi  as  ms  anchor  of  the 
/out,  both  Jure  and  fitdfaft^ 
and  'which  enter eth  ineo  that 
nuithinthe  *uaiL  Heb.  vi.  19. 
that  is,  hope  terminates  oa 
God,  who  inhabiteth  heaven, 
of  which  the  holy  of  holies 
was  a  ibadow.  *'  Spem  ha- 
bemus  ufque  ad  interiora  ve« 
laminis,  id  eft,  ufque  ad 
Deum  ipfuffl,  qui  habitat  in 
fandum  fandorum.  Spesge- 
neratim  fonat  expedaiionena 
boni»  idque  fnturi,  ardoi, 
poffibilis.  Quia  boni^  difiert 
a  /m^rtf— quia/«/«n,  diFert 
a^aW/0-- quia  ardmt^  difiert 
a  commuui,  de^derio  et  or/s- 
ditate 
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5*  l^his  expe&ation  neceiTarily  includes  a  holy 
preparation^  and  fuch  a  preparation  as  relates  to  the 
majefty  of  him,  whom  we  expedl,  the  greatnefs 
of  the  judgment,  that  he  will  come  to  execute, 
and  the  eternal  benefits,  of  which  we  hope  to  par^ 
ukc,  (6)  We  muft  not  imitate  that  wicked  fer- 
vant  ia  the  parable,  who  faid  tny  tord  delays  bis 
comings  and  who,  under  cover  of  that  delay,  beat 
his  fellow-fervants.  When  Efther  was  to  appear 
before  Ahafuerus,  fhe  fpent  many  days  before- 
hand in  preparing  herfelf,'  adorning  herfelf  with 
her  moft  coftly  habits,  that  Ihe  might  appear  be- 
fore him  in  a  proper  manner.  Such  is  the  wait* 
ing  of  a  believer,  he  employs  all  his  life-time  to 

prepare 


ditati^^WL  fojplnUSf  differt 
ji  de/peratione.y,  £ft  autem  fpes 
virtus  theologica  attingens 
t>eum  immediate,  tam  in  ra- 
tione  primi  efficientit»  qaam 
in  ratiojQte  aicimi  finis.  See 
that  fine  paiTage  of  St.  Paul. 
Titus  ii.  139  14.  B^erlinck 
fieal.  in  mtrh.  Spes,  Tom. 
Tii. 

(6)  Hope  frtpargs.  Agree- 
able to  this  is  the  faying. of 
St.  John,  1  £p.  iii.  3.  E^ery 
$$aM,  that  bMtb  this  hope  in 
tim\  purijietb  bim/el/',  ei/en 
0u  be  is  purei  that  is»  he  takes 
Ilia  ideas  of  purity  from  Jc- 
fus  Chrift,  and  prepares  to 
meet  him  with  a  4>ecial  view 
to  that  kind  of  purity,  which 

Quid  non  fpes  audet  ? 
^perat»  qai  curvo  fulcos  pcrramplt  an 
Sperat,  qui  ventis  vela  ferenda  dedic. 
Naufragus,  hae  cogcnte,  natat  per  fceta  procelHs,  kc,  l-c. 
Uffrti  tiMtoriSy  vid*  W.  i.  /.  4^0,  «r.  9. 


win  bed  a^ree  with  the  in- 
flexible juftice  of  his  judge. 
This  grace,  hope,  which  ii 
ufually  accounted  the  lowqft 
degree  of  chridian  moral  est- 
ceUence,  is  alone  fuperior  to 
all  the  higheft  Pagan  virtues, 
and  produces  far  nobler  ef* 
itOiA.  To  what  arduous  fefw> 
vices  hath  it  excited  the  peo- 
ple of  God  !  Indeed,  hope,  if 
It  have  a  large  object,  is  al-r 
ways  a  vigorous,  bold,  enter* 
prizing  difpofition*  It  is  fo» 
when  its  objed  is  natural ; 
what  muft  it  be  with  fuch  an 
ob|e&  as  eternal  felicity!  % 
felicity  altOjgrether  fopern^tu* 
ral  and  divine  I 
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prepare  for  that  folemn  hour,  when  eternity  will 
begin.  (7) 

The 


(7)  ACbriJfian  employs  all 
bis  life  to  prepare  for  eternity* 
We  have  no  book  on  this 
fubjea  in  Engliih,  that  I 
have  ever  (een»  beyond  Box- 
^er^s  faints  everlc^ing  reft*  It 
is  a  body  of  heart-divinity, 
abounding  with  the  moft  ani- 
mating ientimentSy  and  all 
calculated  on  Mr.  Claude's 
plan  of  making  every  day 
preparatory  to  ultimate  hap- 
pinefs  in  heaven.  <'  Thou 
laytfty  fays  this  excellent 
nan,  thy  comfort  is  all  in 
Chrift:  but,  I  muft  tell  thee, 
it  is  a  Chrift  remembered  and 
loved,  and  not  a  Chrift  for- 
gotten, or  only  talked  of, 
that  will  folidly  comfort." 
Sasnt*i  rtft^  Fan  iv.  Intro^ 
dua. 

The  fecond  advent  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  of  which  our  Au- 
thor fpeaks,  is  confiderable 
in  three  points  of  light,  i. 
J^»  it  regards  each  indi<vi' 
duaU  this  our  divines  place  at 
death.  2,  As  it  regards  a  fu- 
ture, more  glorious  ftate  of 
the  church  on  earth,  A  mul- 
titude of  prophecies  exhibit 
this  objedl  to  our  hope.  5. 
As  it  regards  future,  fnal, 

feneral  judgment.  A  very 
oneft  laborious  divine  of  our 
own  has  remarked  twenty 
events,  which  he  calls  **  na- 
tural preparations  for  the  de- 
ilrudlion  of  Anti-chriftf  and 
for  the  revival  of  primitive 


Chriftianity ."  Some  of  thefe 
events  follow* 

•«  1.  The  revival  of  leas^^ 
ing  in  Europe  upon  the  re- 
treat of  the  Greeks,  with 
their  ancient  books,  from 
the  eaft  into  the  weft,  at  the 
taking  of  Conftantinople  by 
the  Turks,  1453. 

a.  The  invention  of  prinU 
ing. 

3.  The  recovery  of  liheriy 
by  the  Swifs  Cantons,  and 
afterward  by  the  Dutch. 

4.  The  Protcftant  reformat 
tion  begun  by  Lather,  15 17. 

8^  Difcoveries  in  natural 
philofophy,  by  the  Royal  So- 
ciety— by  Mr.  Bovle— by  Sir 
I.  Newton,  and  others,  which 
have  broken  all  pretences  to 
Atheifm  and  irreligion  from 
philofophy,  and  ftrongly  con- 
firmed the  foundations  of  tme 
religion,  the  being  and  pro- 
vidence of  God,  by  the  cer- 
tain phenomena  of  the  aa- 
tural  world. 

9.  Tbe  eredion  cf  feveral 
focieties'^fox  promoting  chrif- 

tian  knowledge— &c.  &c« 

10.  The  converfion  of  the 
^tf<//>/ of  divines  fromfchool* 
divinity,  &c. 

12.  Modern  tyrannical  /«r- 
pojitions  on  the  confdences  of 
men  wearing  off  by  degrees. 

i6.  The  tranflation  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  from 
popifli  to  proteftjint  fuccef- 
for*." 

I  have 
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You  might  eafily  take  the  charadbers  of  vices 
from  this  pattern  of  charafterizing  virtues  j  how- 
ever^  I  will  add  an  example  on  avarice  (8)  taking 
for  a  text  Heb.  xiii.  5.  Lef  your  cotFuerfation  be 
without  covet oufnefs^  and  be  content  witbfucb  things 
as  ye  have. 

!•  Avarice  is  a  difpofition  fo  grofs,  that  it  ob-^ 
fcures  the  underftanding  and  reafon  of  a  man,  even 
fo  far  as  to  make  him  think  of  profit,  where  there, 
is  nothing  but  lofs,  and  imagine  that  to  be  oeconomy, 
which  is  nothing  but  ruin.  Is  it  not  in  this  manner, 
that  a  covetous  man,  inftead  of  preventing  maladies 
by  an  honeft  and  frugal  expence,  draws  them  upon 
himfelf  by  a  fordid  and  niggardly  way  of  living ; 
and  by  this  mean  brings  himfelf  under  an  una- 
voidable neceflity  of  confuming  one  part  of  his 
fubftance  to  recover  a  health,  which  by  an  excef- 
five  parfimony  he  has  loft.    There  arc  even  fome, 

who 


I  have  not  tranfcribed  the 
whole  lift  of  events  men- 
tioned by  this  writer»  I  am 
not  fare  that  I  have  not 
tranfcribed  too  many.  It 
was  peculiar  to  this  indnftri- 
ons  good  man  to  mix  reverie 
with  religion.  Literal  Ac* 
€9mp.  of  Scrip.  Propb.  By 
WiU,  WbiftQfi. 

(8^  A*uarice  is  a  ntict,  Ava* 
rice  IB  thus  defined  by  an  ac- 
curate writer.  **  Even  things 
inanimate  often  raife  emo- 
tions accompanied  with  de- 
fire  :  witnefs  the  goods  of 
fortane,  which  are  objects 
of  dc£re  almoft  univeHally  ; 
and  thedeiire,  iMiben  immode^ 
ratty  obtains  the  name  of 
avarice** 

liec  fatiantwr  ocuU  ejus  H* 


nfitiis.  Eccl.iv.  8.  Avidi- 
tatis  egregia  defcrij>tio,  bene 
ocuii :  iienim  foil  fruuntur 
divitiis  apnd  avaros.  Grotiut 
in  EccL  iv.  8. 

An  immoderate  love  of 
money  is  an  extreme  oppo- 
£te  to  prodigality,  the  firft 
faves  ally  the  laft  fpends  all, 
A  virtuons  nfe  of  money  is  a 
narrow  path,  that  lies  be- 
tween thefe  two  extremes, 
Moralifts  affirm,  that  of  the 
two  evils  avarice  is  the  great- 
efl,  Profufenefs,  fay  they, 
may  be  reformed  by  poverty  ; 
but  avarice  is  incurable.  An 
extravagant  man  benefits 
others,  while  he  impoveriihes- 
himfelf:  but  a  mifer  neither 
profits  himfelf,  nor  any  ochei{ 
perfon,  &c.  &c« 

1  Z 
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Vfhb  bring  inevitable  death  upon  thetnfelvcs,  ra* 
ther  than  Ipend  any  thing  to  procure  neccflary  re- 
lief, and  are  impertinent  enough  to  imagine  that 
riches  had  better  be  without  a  pofleflbr,  than  a 
pofleflbr  without  riches ;  as  if  man  were  made  for 
money,  and  not  money  for  man.  (9) 

But  2dly, 


(9)  J*varici  Uinds  rea/on* 
We  will  not  hcrccolle6l  trite 
examples  of  irrational  parli- 
mOny,  Moral  writers  abound 
with  them.  They  tell  us  of  one, 
who  by  will  proper!  v  executed 
left  all  he  had  to  himfelf — of 
ilnother,  who,  when  he  found 
himfelf  a  dying,  difeovered 
no  concern  about  that :  but 
was  extremely  difcon.certed 
at  the  approaching  expence 
of  his  funeral  —  and  of  a 
third,  who  hung  himfelf  in  a 
penny  cord  to  fave  the  charge 
of  dying  under  the  diredion 
of  a  dodtor.  We  waive  thefe, 
and  we  will  remark  the  won- 
derful  poy/er  of  intereft  over 
the  underftandings  of  minif- 
ters  in  ch arch-con troverfy. 
The  difpute  between  con  for* 
jnifts  and  non-conformifls  ex- 
hibits a  fad  example  of  this. 
I  do  not  fcruple  to  put  a 
tlioufand  abfurd  portions  to 
the  account  of  an  underftaad- 
ing  blinded  by  inter^i 
for,  had  thefe  vtry  poiitions 
been  profeffed  by  the  puri- 
tans, per  fee  u  ted  by  the  crown  > 
and  evtry  where  appeared 
in  mean  and  contemptible 
garb ;  muft  they  have  been 
preached  in  a  barn,  printed 
in  a  cellar,  and  profefled  at 
the  peril  of  all»  that  men 


hold  dear,  is  it  credible  thefe 
poiitions  would  have  had 
fuch  defenders  ?  Truth,  and 
truth  only,  can  abide  all 
thefe  fiery  trials.  JiVhrt  con-> 
vi6Uoh  are  (olitary  arguments 
like  to  produce  in  a  merce-^ 
nary  man,  who  is  to  have 
fivt  thoufand  a  year  for  not 
believing  them ! 

Here  follow  fome  of  thefe 
pofitions.  *<  The  magiftrate 
is  empowered  to  govern  the 
confciences  of  his  fubjeds* 
Private  perfoni  have  no  right 
to  judge,  they  are  not  maf* 
ters  of  their  own  adions, 
nor  ought  they  to  be  go* 
veroed  l>y  their  own  judg« 
ments:  but  they  ought  to 
be  direded  by  the  pvblick  mv- 
/cience  of  their  governors.  If 
the  magiftrate  .  impofe  any 
thing  finfttl,  he,  and  not 
the  people  who  fubmitto  the 
impofition,  is  accountable  to 
God  for  it.**  Farker  Eccl. 
Pol. 

"  When  governors  enjoin 
ceremonies  in  religion  plain* 
ly,  and  diametrically  oppo^ 
fite  to  the  law  0/  God^  it  is 
SL^iriut  in  the  people  to  fub- 
mit  to  them.'*  Hickerin^ilL 
Greg.  Pater. 

**  It  is  fafer  to  err,  that  isp . 
to  J$n,  with  our  church-go- 
▼eraors. 
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But  adly,  this  would  be  but  little  if  atarice 
aficftcd  only  the  avaricious  thcmfelves,  it  goes 
much  farther^  it  renders  a  man  ufekfs  A?  focietj. 
It  fubvcrts  the  idea  of  our  living  to  aflift  one  ano- 
ther, for  a  covetous  man  is  ufclefs  to  the  whole 
world.  He  refembles  that  ear^y  of  which  St.  Paul 
fpeaks,  which  drinketh  in  thtrain^  that  ames  often 
upon  it,  and  beareth  only  thorns  and  briars.  He  is 
an  unfruitful  tree,  a  gulph,  which  draws  in  waters 
from  all  parts  5  but  irom  which  no  ftream  runs  j 
or,  if  you  will,  an  avaricious  man  is  like  death, 

that 


vemorsy  than  to  feparate 
rightly  from  them/*  Long. 
Comt.  Halts* 

**  The  people  oaght  to 
fabinit  to  their  church- go- 
vernors, although  a  doubtful 
tonjciencc  may  didate  the  con- 
trary.  

Men/. 

The  writer,  who  relates 
and  confutes  thefe  abfurdi- 


thought  fomething  ihould  ht 
done » for  the  ea/e  of  doubting 
confciences.  Thus  rolls  the 
ball  along!  God  knows,  we^ 
who  befl  know  our  ow& 
confciences,  we  have  no 
DOUBTS.  **  FntiliterdeRB, 
Tbomdyke  Pond,  et  ^de^ua  lis  eft*  Ncs,  qui  non- 
con  formes  fumus,  non  hsere« 
mas  judicio  fufpenfo  et  pen- 
dulo;   fed  judicamus   credi* 


ties,  laughs  at  the  cant  of    mufqae   ritus  illos,    quibui 
Wm^^^/ confciences,  as  it  is    nofmet  fubjicere  refugimas. 


applied  to  the  non-cpnfor 
mifts.  Church  •  champions 
debated  at  that  time  of  day 
the  rights  of  fcrupulous  con- 
fciences  doubting  confci- 

cnces — and  fo  on ;  and,  when 
the  civil  powers  obliged  them 
to  ceafe  brawling,  and  to 
allow  liberty  of  confcience, 
they  came  into  thefe  court 
meafures,  they  protefled, 
becaufe,  compaflionate  foals, 
that  they  were!   they  really 


hi'ud  abfque  gravi  peccato  a 
nobis poiFerecipi.  Deouaiii 
itaque  non  eft  inftituenda 
queftio."  GuL  Jenkins  R$^ 
fut*  Grovii,  fee.  vj. 

This  article  would  fill  « 
volume:  but  this  is  a  note* 
and  I  defift ;  adding  only  one 
verfe  of  a  father,  on  magif* 
tratical  aothority  over  con* 
fcience,  which  always  pleafea 
me. 


I 

JufTum  eft  principis  ore  Galieni 
Quod  colit  princeps  ut  colamus  omnes : 
Sternum  colo  prxmcipem  dieram 
FadoremDomiauaiqQC  Galieni* 

Prudeniine% 
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that  devours  all,  and  reftores  nothing;  whence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  no  man  is  in  general  fo  much 
defpifed  while  he  lives  as  a  mifer,  and  no  man's 
death  is  fo  much  defired  as  his.  He  never  opens 
his  trcafures,  till  he  is  leaving  the  world,  he  there- 
fore can  never  receive  the  fruits  of  gratitude,  be- 
caufe  his  favours  are  never  conferred  till  his 
death. 

3d.  Farther,  this  vice  not  only  renders  a  man 
vfelefs  to  fociety ;  but  it  even  makes  him  hurtful 
and  pernicious  to  it.  There  is  no  right  fo  inviola- 
ble, no  law  fo  holy,  which  he  will  not  violate 
greedily  to  amafs  riches,  and  cautioufly  to  prefervc 
them.  How  many  violent  incroachments !  how 
many  criminal  deHgns  !  how  many  dark  and  trea« 
fonable  praftices  !  how  many  infamies  and  wicked- 
ncfies  have  proceeded  from  this  perverfe  inclina- 
tion !  If  a  covetous  man  is  barren  in  kindneffcs,  he 
is  fruitful  in  fms  and  iniquities.  There  are  no 
boundaries,  which  he  cannot  pafs,  no  barriers 
which  he  cannot  readily  go  over  to  fatisfy  his  bafe 
paflion  for  money,  (i) 

4th.  By 


(1)  J'varice  is  hurtful  to 
Jociety ,  The  wri ter,  w ho  ii rft 
aifirmed  that  private  vices 
yitrt  publick  benefits,  was 
certainly  either  a  very  fu- 
perficial  reafoner,^or  a  very 
Dad  man.  Avarice,  for  ex- 
umple,  fubverts  both  the 
throne  of  God  and  the  bafes 
ef  human  fociety.  Trade 
depends  on  publick  faith,  and 
publick  faith  on  private  vir- 
tues. A  mifer,  by  fubvert- 
ine  private  virtues,  fubverts 
publick  faitht  and  with  it 
foreign  and  domeitick  com- 


merce. It  is  not  witboQt 
reafon,  that  divines  enume- 
rate the  vices,  which  pro- 
ceed from  avarice.  Thomas 
Aquinas  numbers yri;/»—Pro- 

ditio  —  Fraus Fall^cia— • 

Perjurium Inquietudo  — — 

Violentia — Obduratio  contra 
mifericordiam.  IJidon  makes 
out  nint and  St.  Paul  af- 
firms, the  love  of  money  is  ibt 
root  of  ALL  tvih  I  Tim.  vi. 
10. 

This  vice  has  given  occa« 

fion  to  a  famous  cafuiftical 

queftion    concerning    ufury^ 

whicli. 
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4th.  By  this  we  may  already  perceive  how  iif* 
€ompatible  this  vice  is  with  true  faith,  and  with 
the  genius  of  cbriJUanity.  (2.)    The  fpirit  of  chriftia- 

nity 


which,  fay  Tome,   is  prohi- 
bited   by  the  exprefs  com- 
mand of  God.    Exod.  xxii. 
25.  Lev.  XXV.  35,  36.  Prov, 
xxviii.  8.  Pfal.  xv.  5.  Ezek. 
xviii.   17.     Some  of  oor  di- 
vines reply,   *'  i.  The  law 
prohibiting  ofury  was  given 
to  thcy«i;/,  it  was  merely 
forenfick,  and  it  has  no  force 
beyond  that  orconomy.     2» 
It  was  given  with  limitation 
to  the  Jews,  and  confined  to 
^t  poor  I  if  thou  lend  money 
to  any  of  my  people,  that  is 
foor  by  thee,  thou  ^alt  not 
be  to  bim  as  an  ufurer,  nei- 
ther fliak  thou  lay  upon  bim 
iifury.     3.  God,  who  never 
allows  fin,  did  allow  the  Jews 
to   lend  upon  ofury;    thou 
ihalt  not  lend  npon  ufory  to 
thy  brother,  ufury  of  money, 
•ofury  of  victuals,    ufury  of 
any  thing,  that  is  lent  upon 
41  fury;  unto  a  flranger  thou 
ffiajeft  lend  upon  ufury.    Deut. 
xxiii.  19,    20."    The    fum 
^eems  to  be,  the  Jews  might 
not  lend  money  upon  inter ejl 
to  the  poor  ;  they  might  not 
Jend  it  upon  exorbitant  inte- 
reft  to  the  weahhy  trader,  or 
to  the  probable  adventurer, 
whether    Jew    or   heathen. 
Ji.tL  ufiirer  with  us  is  one,  who 
lends   money   upon    unlaw' 
fid  intereft.     Vid.    Wendelini 
Pbilof*  Moral.  lib»  i,  cap,Z^. 
Ri'veti  Exflie.  DecaL  ad  Exod, 


(2)  Anforice  is  incompatible 
witk  cbriftianitj.-^Mr,  Sau- 
rin   obferves,    that    though 
the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  fom^ 
monfters  of  mankind,    who 
died  feemingly  in  rebellion 
again  ft  God,   fuch  as  Pha- 
raoh, Belfhazzar  and  others^ 
yet  it  is  not  for  us  to  pro* 
nounce  certainly  concerning 
their  eternal  ftate,   as  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  compre- 
hend the  treafures  of  divine 
mercy,   "  there  is  but  one  ; 
(adds  he)   one   only    with- 
out exception,    of  whom  I 
would  venture  to  fay,  bo  it 
certainly  damned.     This  one 
is  Jiidas,  of  whom  Chrift  fajd, 
//  bad  been  good  for  tbat  man, 
if  be  bad  never  been  born ; 
and  the  fin,    which  carried 
Judas  to  bis  o^n  placet  was 
tfvrfiriVf."— The  fcripture, 
which  tells  us  of  many  fins, 
into  which  pious  men  have 
fallen,  does  not  (as  I  recoi- 
led) tell  us  of  any  one  rege- 
nerate perfon   left  to   this; 
nor  is  there  fuch  an  awful 
mark  fet  upon  any  other  fin 
as  that  above-mentioned  by 
Mr.  Saurin.     Well  might  he 
bid  his  people  pray.  Lord  in- 
cline my  beart  unto  tby  tejli- 
monies,    and  not  to   conetouf' 
nefs.     Pfal.  cxix.  36. 

Incompatible  'with    the  ge* 

niust  or  fpirit  of  chriftianity* 

The  gofpel    may    be    truly 

called  the  liberality  of  God^ 

and 
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iiity  is  a  fpirit  of  love  and  charity,  always  benefi- 
cent,  always  ready  to  prevent  the  necelfities  of 
our  chriftian  brethren,  kind  and  full  of  com- 
paffion,  inquiring  into  the  wants  of  others,, 
and,  without  afking,  feeking  means  to  pre- 
vent them.  But  avarice  on  tik  contrary  makes 
a  man  hard,  cruel,  pitilefs,  beyond  the  reach  of 
complaints  and  tears,  rendering  the  mifer  not  o^ly 

jealous 


and  no  nan  can  (to  nfe  an 
cxpreflion  of  St.  Paul,  i  Cor. 
Xii.  13.)  ^rini  into  tht  fpirit 
of  it,  without  imbibing  a 
certain  expaniibilttx  of  foal, 
a  generoiity  of  fentim«nt ; 
and  this  wiil  operate,  I  do 
not  fay  a  holy  indifference 
to  gain,  and  a  free  difbribn- 
tion  of  money:  bat  a  mag- 
nanimity of  religions  afbion, 
<wbich  the  little  tiny  foul  of 
a  bigot  can  neyer  compre* 
liend.  1  doubt  whether  a 
ineicenary  bigot  have  a  foul. 
It  ihottld  feem,  he  has  only 
a  hole  to  hide  money  in. 
Serioufly,  I  cannot  account 
for  the  partial  felfiflinefs,  the 
unfeeling  principles  of  ibme, 
who  are  reputed  men  of  emi- 
sent  piety,  and  who  yet  are 
adnated  by  motives  of  inte- 
reft,  that^endtoperfecution. 
Covetous  fervanrs  of  a  gene- 
fous  mailers  bow  dare  they 
jnonopoli^  the  deity,  and 
coolly  commit  the  reft  of 
their  brethren  to  deftroftion! 
Soch  pretenders  to  chriftia- 
"    T  H  E    C 

Debtor. 
I.  To  God,  his  word,  and 
]^8  providence  fpr  ber  being, 


nity*  and  fuch  vnrt  former* 
ly  in  this  country  thepapiils» 
and  afterwards  the  high- 
church  fadion,  would  rain 
a  nation  to  fecure  a  party. 
Strangers  to  benevolence, 
they  were  ions  of  violence^ 
and)  if  they  could  obtain 
their  own  fafety,  they  never 
confidered  what  their  fafety 
coft^he  reft  of  mankind.  A 
certain  writer^  in  the  difpato 
between  Hoadley  and  Black- 
all  ftates  the  accounts  of 
queen  Ann,  the  eftabliflied 
cKnrch,  and  the  nation,  in 
mercantile  fafliion,  and  proves 
that  all  tkret  had  been  great 
hfirs  by  the  Jacobites,  and 
were  great  ^ofyrri  by  the  Re- 
volution. This,  I  confefs,  is 
ad  JboMtMet ;  and  fome  weight 
Ihould  be  allowed  to  the  rea- 
fouing:  but,  after  all,  there 
are  nobler,  that  is,  there  are 
difinterefted  motives.  It 
would  require  too  much  room 
to  infert  the  whole  account : 
and  that  of  thb  church 
iball  fuftice  for  a  fpedmen. 

H  U  R  C  H. 

Creditor. 
I.  By  her  firm  adherence 
to  God,  and  tbe  true  protef- 
tant 
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jealous  of  the  profperity  of  his  neighbour:  but 
even  making  him  confider  the  pittances  of  the  mi* 
ferable  as  objects  of  his  covetous  defires.  (3) 

5th.  It 


Debtor, 
her  doftriDe^  and  her  prefer- 
vation. 

2.  To  the  nation^  for  her 
privileges,  asd  her  revenues* 


3.  To  our  civil  liberties, 
and  the  conflittition  and  in- 
tereft  of  our  native  country. 


4.  To  her  account  of  pro- 
fit and  lofs,  upon  the  defec* 
tion  and  apoilacy  of  Come  of 
her  fpirjtual  glides,  and  her 
laj-nxembers. 


The  writer  of  the  above 
was  a  friend  to  4«ligious  li- 
berty, I  therefore  revere  him, 
and  make  no  remarks,  ex- 
cept that,  if  the  church  gain- 
ed by  trading  in  revolution 
principles,  ihe  ought  to  have 
repaid  her  partners  the  non- 
cons   for  their  (hare  of  the 
ih)ck.     From    the  dawn   of 
the  Reformation  to  the  abdi- 
cation of  James  II.  the  non- 
confbrmifts    rifqued    all   on 
revolution    principles,   and, 
whtfn     their    accounts  were 
fettled,  they  obtained  a  tole- 
fttcion,  with   a   corporation, 
and  a  ted  adl!  They  arecon- 
VoL.  U. 


Creditor, 
tant  religion  in  king  James's 
reign. 

2.  By  her  humble  fubmiA 
fion  to  the  civil  power,  and 
her  gratitude  to  the  natioa 
for  her  eftabliihment  and 
prote£iion. 

3.  By  her  oppofing  the  in- 
vaUon  of  our  libenics  under 
King  James,  and  joining  with 
the  nation  in  refifting  popery^ 
and  arbitrary  power. 

4.  By  parting  with  her 
fpurious  ions,  thofe  falfe 
brethren^  from  whom  fhe  has 
been  in  continual  peril,  and 
by  a  fupply  of  learned  and 
fober  perfons,  who  heartily 
love  their  religion  and  na«< 
tive  country."  Divine  rights 
of  the  Britijb  nation  and  con* 

ftitution  'vindicattdj   1710. 

tent:  but  then  their  content ~ 
does  not  arife  from  motives 
of  fecular  intercft.  "  In  quo 
differunt  paftor  et  mercena* 
rius?  In  quatumr  funt  diiE* 
miles.  In  caufw-^Wk  ftudi^ 
— in^i;/Vii — in  psricvlo." 
Hemming,  Paftor  I  par,  2. 

(3)  the  mifer  covets  thi 
poor  man^s  pittance.  This  cir- 
cumftance  aggravates  the 
crime  of  avarice,  and  the 
difpofition  is  beautifully  de- 
picted in  Nathan's  parable^ 
2  Sam.  xii.  i,  &c.  and  as 
finely  exemplified  in  Ahab's 
condad  to  Naboth,.  i  Kings 
xxi.  I.  &c.  Salluft  well  de- 

K         ^  fcribes 
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5th.  It  is  not  without  reafon,  that  St.  Paul  caBa 
avarice,  idolatry ;  for  one  of  the  principal  charac- 
ters of  this  curfcd  inclination  is  a  making  gold 
and  filver  one's  God.  It  is  money,  in  cffcft, 
which  the  covetous  adores,  it  is  this  that  he  fu- 
premely  loves,  this  he  prefers  above  all  other 
things,  it  is  his  lad  end,  his  life,  his  confidence, 
and  all  his  happinels.  He,  who  fears  God,  confe- 
crates  to  him  his  firft  thoughts,  and  devotes  to 
his  glory  and  fervice  the  chief  of  his  cares,  to  his 
interefts  the  whole  of  his  heart,  and  for  the  reft 
commits  himfelf  to  the  care  of  his  providence.  It 
is  the  fame  with  a  covetous  man  in  regard  to  his 
treafures,  he  thinks  only  of  them,  he  labours 
only  to  incrcafe  and  preferve  them,  he  feels  only 
for  them,  he  has  neither  reft,  nor  hope,  which  is 
not  founded  on  his*  riches,  he  would  offer  incenfe 
to  them,  could  he  do  it  without  expence.  (4) 

6ch.  It 

fcribes  ararice  in  this  view,  exefcitos,  aeqae  moenia  ob- 

*'  Eft  bellua  fera,  iinmanis»  ftanc,  qao  minus  vi  faa  pe- 

intoleranda ;    quo   intendic,  netret ;  fama,  pudicitia,   li- 

oppida,    aero8»    fana  atque  beris,  patria  acque  parenti- 

domos   valtat;    divina   cum  bus,    cun&oi   mortales   fpo- 

humanis    permifcet,    neque  liac.'* 

(4)  j1  mifir  deifies  geU. 
— *  For  fordid  lucre  plange  we  in  the  mire  ? 
Drudge,  fweat,  thro'  ev'ry  fhame,  for  ev*ry  gain. 
For  vile  contaminating  trafli ;  throw  up 
Our  hope  in  heav'n»  our  dignity  with  man  ? 
And  deify  ibe  dirty  matur'd  to  gold  ? 
Ambition^  a<u*ricey  the  two  demons  theie. 
Which  goad  thro'  ev'ry  ftough  our  human  herd* 
Hard-travell'd  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 
How  low  the  wretches  (loop !  how  fteep  they  climb  \ 
Thefe  demons  burn  mankind.  —  —  •— 

Nigbt  Tbougbts,  ff*6. 

St.    Paul    calls     mvaria    not  cov$tou/ne/s  be  once  named 
idolatry,  £ph«  v*  3,  5.  Let    emeng  jou.    A  covetous  num 

ii 
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6th.  It  is  fuprizing,  and  fometltnes  fufficiently 

diverting. 


t  an  idolater.  There  will 
appear  a  fingalar  propriety 
in  thefe  words,  if  we  obferve 
the  people,  to  whom  they 
were  addreifed.  Let  not 
covetoufDefs  be  once  named 
amoa^  you  at  Etbefus^  for 
this  vice  would  (ubvert  your 
raligion.  Covetournefsliip- 
ports  the  idolatrous  worfliip 
of  Diana,  which  brings  no 
fmall  gain  to  Demetrius,  and 
other  craftfmen,  who  by 
their  craft  get  wealth  :  bat  a 
covetous  man  among  you  is 
as  weak  as  he  is  wicked,  he 
ads  on  xht  principles  of  an 
idolater,  and  has  not  fenfe 
to  perceive  the  community, 
in  which  his  principles  may 
.  be  reduced  to  pra^ice*  See 
Adsxix.  24,  25. 

The  church  of  Rome, 
which  is  evidently  an  idola- 
trous church  (fee  vol.  I.  page 
183,  note  2.)  has  chofen  co 
arrogate  to  icfelf  the  charac- 
ter of  fuperlative  holine/s. 
The  lafl  mark  of  diilinaion, 
it  ihould  feem,  that  could 
have  been  thought  of  for  fuch 
a  community  !  Pope  Paul  HI. 
aboQt  1538,  appointed  nine 
dignitaries  to  examine  and 
report  the  (late  of  the  papal 
church,  in  order  to  reforma- 
tion, if  neceflary.  Thefe 
commiffioners  drew  up  a  lift 
of  abufes,  and  delivered  it  in 
form  to  the  pope.    The  firfl 


abufe,  and  that  from  which, 
as  from  the  Trojan  horfe,  all 
the  red  proceed,  is,  that  tbt 
pope^s  will  is  tJ^e  peoples*  lanv. 
*•  Voluntas  pontifci St  qualif- 
cunque  ea  tuerit,  eft  regular 
qua  ejus  operationes  et  ac- 
tiones  dirigauiur.  Ex  hoc 
fpnte,  fandle  pater,  tanquam 
ex  equoTrmano,  irruperein 
ecdefiam  Dei  tot  abufus," 
&c.  This  piece  waspublilh- 
ed  about  no  years  before  tho 
council  of  Trent,  and  when 
the  proteftants  availed  them- 
felves  of  it,  it  was  fuppreifed 
at  Rome.  Proteftants  did 
not  fail  to  republiih  it,  and 
one,  in  a  dedication  to  Toby 
Matthews,  then  archbiihop 
of  York,  thus  ridicules  the 
papal  pretence  to  eminent 
holinefs.  «*  Scripfere  multi 
multa,  reverendiilime  prseful^ 
de  notis  five  fignis  ecclefiae. 
Cofterus  3,  Coccius  5,  Bcl- 
larminus  15,  Bozius  100,  alii 
pi u res,  alii  pauciores  notat 
aiiignant:  at  omnes  de  Ro« 
manxeccleiiae  sanctitate^ 
quail  nota pracipua^  et  infaU 
libili^  magnopere  gloriantur. 
Sanda  tccXtii^r—fanaa  fedes 
^an&iffimus  ^zxtr^fanaitas 
vefirA-^OhJ  quam/an&aom^ 
niaT  &c.  What  an  odd 
idea  mufl  thefe  people  have 
of  holinefs  I  Is  Rome  the  place 
for  holinefs  !  Crajbaiv  ConfiL 
Deleft,  Cardinal.  Prof. 
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diverting,  (5)  to  fee  in  what  manner  all  the  other 
inclinations  of  a  mifer,  good  and  bad,  virtues  and 

vices, 

(5)  Avarice  is/ometimes  dinjerting^ 

si  dederint  fuperi  deciesmihi  mill ia cent um» 
Dicebat  nondum  Scaevola  fa£ius  eques : 
Qualicer  O  vivam,  quam large  quamqae  beati! 
.Riferunt  faciles  ct  tribuereDei. 
Sordidior  multo  poll  hoc  toga  ;  pacnala  pejor; 
Calceus  eft  farta  cerque  quaterque  cute  ; 
Deque  decern  plures  femper  fervantar  olivse  ; 
Explicac  et  ccsnas  unica  menfa  duas ; 
Et  veientaoi  bibicur  faex  craiTa  ru belli ; 
Afie  cicer  tepidum  condat,  et  afle  venus* 
In  JQs  O  fallax  atque  inficiator  earaus; 
Aut  vive,  autdecies  Scaevola  redde  dels. 

Martial. 

Cbriftf  {I/peai  as  a  fool.)  I 
am  more,  z  Cor.  xi,  19,  i6» 
22,  23.  /  heard  a  'voict 
from  bean/en,  faying^  Renvard 
BahyloHy  the  gf'eaty  e*ve»  as 
Jhe  rewarded  you*  DouhU 
unto  her  double*  In  the  cuf^ 
which  Jhe  hath  filled^  fill  to 
her  double.  Give  her  torment 
and  for  row*  She  faiths  I  fit 
a  queeuy  and  am  no  inidofuj^ 
and  Jhall  fee  no  forroiw.  Rjf 
joice  over  her^  thou  heavenf 
and  ye  holy  apoftles  and  pro* 
pbeis!  Rev.  xviii.  4,  2,  6, 
7,  20. 

It  is  fafhiooable  to  account 
the  puritans  of  the  laft  age  a 
gloomy  generation  :  but  tome 
people  are  not  ambitious  of 
faihion,  and  to  them  we  may 
be  allowed  to  fay  two  things 
in  favour  of  thefe  gloomy 
people.  1.  Was  it  fair  to 
periecute  and  ruin  people^ 
and  then  to  reproach  them 
for  not  being  merry  ?  Thty^^ 
thai 


'  Avarice  is  diverting,  I  will 
not  prefume  to  fay  in  what 
cafes  it  is  proper  for  aminifter 
of  Jefas  Chrift  to  render  vice 
ridicnlous,  and  fo  to  excite 
the  rifibility  of  mankind 
agatnft  it:  but  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  fatire  is  one 
bloodlefs  weapon  of  thechrif. 
tain  warfare,  and  we  have 
many  examples  of  its  ufe  in 
feripcure.  Behold!  the  mam 
is  become  as  one  efu$y  to  knevj 
good  and  entil  /  nova  perhaps  he 
tnay  put  forth  his  handy  and 
taJte  alfo  of  the  tree  of  lifey  and 
oat,  and  live  for  ever  !  Gen. 
lii.  22.  Cry  aloud,  for  he  ts  a 
God!  I  Kings  xviii.  27.  l^o 
doubt  but  ye  are  the  people y  and 
nvifdom  fiall  die  vnth  you  ! 
Job  xii.^  2.  Ye  fuffer  fools 
gladly^  feeing  ye  yourf elves 
are  wife!  Receive  me  as  a 
fooly  that  I  may  boaft  myfelf  a 
little.  Are  they  Uebrtws  ?  So 
mm  In    Art  they  mimfiers  of 
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vices,   bis  love  and  his  hatred,  his  joy  and  h 
ibrrow  relpeft  and  obey  bis  avarice.    They  move/ 

or 


thai  vtaftid  usi  nfiund  ofU€ 
mirths  faying^  fing  us  one  of 
iheJhmgso/Sion  !  Pfal.  cxxxvii. 
3.  Hmw  fi>all  nue  fimg  the 
Lord*s  fing  in  aftretnge  temd! 
illas !  theLord's  fongs  would 
ffive  you  bo  pleafure !  The 
longs  of  Sion  are  not  com- 
pofed  in  your  tafte !  If  we 
muft  fing.  coropofe  our  odes 
you  Helves!  Come»  fet  the 
five-mile  aA  to  mafick  1  Play 
away  ofon  our  liberties,  and 
properties*  and  lives.  Give 
OS  hunger f  and  thirjt^  emdna* 
iednefs^  andnvant  of  all  things  ! 
Hang  our  li«ues  in  doubt  day 
and  night !  /mite  us  from  the 
file  of  the  foot  to  the  top  of  the 
head !  drive  as  to  defpair^ 
make  us  mad  for  the  fight  of 
pur  eyesf  and  then  reproach 
us  for  not  being  merry! 

2.  Thefe  people  were  not 
gloomy,  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  a  fatirlcal  vein  of 
pointed  wit,  that  runs  mer- 
rily through  all  their  writ- 
ings, and  eledlrifies  their  per- 
iecutors  as  it  runs.  J  do  not 
lay*  their  wit  was  as  well  re- 
fined  as  modern  wit:  that 
would  be  profane  indeed! 
bat  it  was  the  wit  of  the  age, 
and  they  were  chearful  in  the 
exercife  of  it.  I  could  exem- 
plify this  by  innumerable  ex- 
rrads  from  their  polemical 
writings,  and  even  by  tran- 
fcribing  the  titles  of  fome  of 
them ;  but  I  will  only  aow 


mention  two  things,  which 
afforded  thefe  dull  men  fome 
diveriion.  i.  The  (hifts  made 
to  eftablifh  the  liturgy  di- 
verted them.  When  kneel- 
ing at  the  communion  was 
firil  appointed  in  the  Englilh 
epifccpal  church,  the  foreign 
proteftants  were  extremely 
offended  at  it,  and  Beza 
wrote  to  archbifhop  Grin- 
dall  on  the  fubje^.  If,  fays 
Beza,  yon  have  reje£bd  the 
do&rineoftranfnbdantiatioa^ 
and  the  pradlice  of  adoring 
the  hoft^  why  do  yon  fym- 
bolize  with  popery,  and  feem 
to  hold  both  by  kneeling  at 
the  facrament  ?  kneelingliad 
never  been  thought  of,  had 
it  not  been  for  tranfubilan- 
tiation.  Grindall  replied, 
that  though  the  facrament 
was  to  be  received  kneeling, 
yet  a  ruhrick  accompanied 
the  fervice-book,  and  in-, 
formed  the  people,  that  no 
adoration  of  the  elements 
was  intended.  O  !  I  under- 
hand you,  faidfieza,  <'  There 
was  a  ctrtzin  great  Lord,  who 
repaired  his  houfe,  and,  hav- 
ing finifhed  it,  left  before  jus 
gate  a  great  (lone,  for  whiAi 
he  had  no  occaiion.  It  ieems, 
this  done  caufed  many  peo- 
ple in  the  dark  to  ftumble 
and  fall.  Complaint  was 
made  to  his  lordfhip,  and 
many  a  humble  petition  was 
preftnted  praying  for  the  re- 
moval 
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or  reft,  aft  or  do  not  aft,  agreeably  to  the  orden> 
which  this  criminal  palEon  gives  them.    If  he  be 

na  turally 


jnoTal  of  the  ftonc :  but  he 
remained  long  obilinate  ;  at 
lengthy  he  condefcended  to 
4>rder  a  lautborn  to  be 
hung  over  it.  My  Lord, 
faid  one,  if  yon  would  be 
pleafed  to  rid  youfclf  of  far- 
ther folicitation,  and  to  quiet 
all  parties,  order  the  Itone 
and  the  candle  to  be  both 
i*einoved." 

A  bible»  that  wants  thirty* 
nine  human  articles  to  make 
it  intelligible  ;  a  divine  law 
seeding  the  glofles  of  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  fy nodical  ca- 
nons; an  inspired  prayer- 
book  with  a  rubrick  ;  thefe, 
and  a  thoufand  more  are  odd 
aiTociations  of  ideas,  and 
aflbciation  of  ideas  by  fancy 
makes  mirth.  Advances  of  tbi 
Ch,  c/  Eng,  towards  Romif 
tj  Dr.  Du  Moulin^  1680. 

The  other  article,  which 
they  obferved,  nom /me  ri/u^ 
as  they  faid,  was  the  beggar* 
ly  treachery  of  their  perfecu- 
tcTs  in  regard  to  their  Jer" 
mens,  '-  Puritan  miniflers  ! 
feditious  and  fchifmatical 
preachers !  there  was  not  one 
orthodox  or  learned  man 
among  them."  Clarendon, 
hift.  ifd.  ii. 

••  Puritan  preachers!  mere 
pulpiteers!  men,  neither  of 
learning  nor  confcience  ]  poi- 
foijing  in  their  fchifmatical 
ledores  the  people  with  an- 
timonarchical     principles." 


Dugdale   Pref.    fo   View    rf 
Troubles,  &c. 

"  Puritan  preachers !  a 
Spiritual  militia,  neither  par- 
ions,  vicars,  nor  curates; 
but,  like  the  order  of  the 
friars  predicants,  tickling 
the  ears  of  the  people  with 
legends  and  miracles,  de- 
bauching the  people  with 
principles  of  difloyalty !  all* 
their  pulpit  harangues  are 
nothing  but  the  repeated 
echoes  of  the  votes,  orders^ 
remon  ft  ranees,  and  declara- 
tions of  Weftminfter.  Nal" 
fon's  ColUaUns. 

"  Preachers  !  men  of  no 
learning,  no  confcience,  fu- 
rious promoters  of  dangerous 
innovations,  turbulent  and 
feditious  in  difpoiition,  fcan- 
dalous  in  life,  iropofed  upon 
pariflies  to  infedl  and  poifon 
the  minds  of  our  people." 
Declar.  ofCbar/esL  Jug%  12, 
1642. 

Dr.  Walker  has  colleded 
a  whole  folio  of  articles  tend- 
ing to  prove  thefe  charges, 
and  the  abufed  noncons 
laugh  at  his  ATTEMPT,  as  he 
calls  it.  For  why,  courteous 
reader?  why,  becaufe  fome 
of  thefe  *•  grave,  worthy, 
protefting,  iweet,  modeft, 
ingenious,  learned,  loyal  true 
fons  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land; thefe  men  of  great 
fpirity  well  beloved  of  the 
gentry,  great  agents  and  fuf- 
fcrcn 
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naturally  civQ,  mild,  and  agreeable  in  his  con% 
verfation,  he  will  not  fail  to  lay  afide  all  his  civi* 
lilies,  and  good  manners,  when  his  avarice  tells 
him  he  may  get  fomething  by  doing  {o :  and,  on 
the  contrary,  when  he  has  received  fome  injury, 
when  fome  infult  has  been  ofitred  him,  which  is  a 
juft  ground  of  refentment,  you  may  fee  in  an  in- 
ftant  his  wrath  is  removed,  and  all  his  vehemence 
abated,  in  hope  of  a  little  money  offered  to  ap- 
peafe  him,  or  m  fear  of  a  fmall  expcnce  to  gratify 
his  refentment.     If  an  objeft  of  publick  joy,  or 

forrow 


ferera  for  YA$  najefty*'  (fee 
Dr.  Walker's  account  of  Dr. 
OweD»  bifliop  of  St  Afaph> 
and  Dn  Lloyd,  dean.)  I  fay, 
thefe  accufers  of  their  bre« 
thren  were  fo  mean  as  to 
preach  the  fermons  of  the 
very  men,  whom  they  abafed. 
Odd  fate  of  a  puritanical 
fermon  !  Studied  in  a  jail, 
preached  under  a  hedge, 
printed  in  a  garret,  fold  at  a 
pedlar's  ftali,  bought  by  a 
prieft's  footman,  uttered  from 
a  pulpit  in  a  cathedral,  ap- 
plauded by  a  biihop,  and  or- 
dered to  prefs  by  a  grave 
feffion  of  gentry  !  Ri/um  tt- 
miaiis  amici  ! 

Mr.  Jenkins  publifhed  a 
commentary  on  Jude.  His 
antagonift,  Dr.  Grove,  taxed 
him  with  plagiarifm,  becaufe 
he  had  made  a  few  quotations 
without  faying  whence  he 
had  them.  Jenkins  retorted, 
<'  Ilium  tamen  ab  hac  impu* 
tatione  prorfus  quoque  libe- 
rare  nequeo,  qui,  cum  con 
cionarctur  in  fello  S.  Micha 


elis  apud  templnm  Panliaam, 
frequent!  auditoram  corona» 
et  tunc  temporis  prefente  pa- 
truo  fuo  Groviique  patrono 
Humphredo  EpifcopoLondi- 
nenfi,  (a  qao  nuUus  dabito 
quin  faramas  pro  labore  fao 
cgregio  laudes  concionator 
reportaverit.)  totam  fuam 
concionem  verbatim  pene 
integram  defumpfit  e  com« 
mentariis  Jinchini  in  verfum 
Judse  nonam  de  difceptatione 
Michaelis  cam  diabolo.  Ut 
omittam  quod  apod  tabema- 
calum  fnum  in  jejanio  pro 
Londiniconflagratione,  con- 
cionem fuam  deprompfit  e 
pr^ediSi  autboris  commenta- 
rio  in  Judx  verfam  fepti- 
mum,  de  incendio  qao  Sodo- 
ma  deleta  fait.  Neque  duos 
alios  de  tuis  aeqaalibus  apla- 
giariorom  labc  penitus  im- 
munes  fifto,  qui,  ut  fatia 
mihi  compertum  eft,  totum 
Jencbini  commentarium  in 
Judam  per  fingulas  dominicaa 
a  capite  ad  calcem,  in  con« 
cionibus  fuis  populo  recita- 
ru«t.'* 
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Ibrrow  offer  itfelf  to  his  view,  fimply  confidering 
k'in  a  general  view,  he  will  be  glad  or  fony  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  thing  in  queftion: 
but  fiiould  thb  occafion  of  public  joy  intercil 
hun  ever  fo  little,  or  in  any  manner  prejudice 
his  pretenfions,  all  on  a  fudden  you  will  fee  al^ 
his  joy  turned  into  Ibrrow.  In  like  manner,  when 
a  publick  calamity  gives  him  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  any  thing,  all  his  forrow  is  turned  into 
joy.  If  he  ardently  loves  any  one  he  will  love 
him  no  longer,  if  he  begin  to  coft  him  any  thing; 
avarice  will  turn  all  his  love  into  indifference  and, 
coldnefs.  If  reafon  and  common  honefty  oblige 
him  to  be  of  a  party,  who  have  juftice  on  their 
fide,  he  will  mamtain,  and  even  exaggerate  their 
rights,  and  defend  the  equity  of  them,  while 
his  purfe  is  not  engaged:  engage  his  purle,  and 
it  is  no  longer  the  fame  thing;  what  was  juft  is 
become  now  unjuft  to  him,  he  has  quickly  wiys^ 
and  bowevers  in  his  mouth — but,  however^  wc 
were  miftaken  in  fuch  a  point,— a;i&y  ihould  we  be 
obftinate  in  fuch,  or  fuch  a  thing?  &c*.(6) 

In 


runt."  &C.  Rtfutatio  Grcvii 
M^fot^.  ad  CeUufma. 

This  great  and  excellent 
fervaot  of  Chri(t»  who  wai 
defccnded  by  l^is  mother's 
fide  from  Rogers,  the  pro  to* 
martyr,  died  in  Newgate, 
after  a  confinement  of  feven- 
teen  weeks  for  confcience* 
fake.  1685.  Dr.  Cahmys 
Ace,  yoL  ii.  London* 

I  might  add  another  foarce 
of  puritanical  mirth  aridng 
from  a  conttaft  of  qualiHca- 
tioas  of  churchmen  with  the 


epithets  which  were  given 
them  by  one  another,  Adm* 
Reverendiifime  — -  Digniffime 
— Omatiffime — V  enerabilif. 
fime — Benigniffime—- Scien- 
tificentiffime  — Singulariffim« 
-— Sociabiliflime— -Vigilancir- 
iime— Pientifliroe — San^ifli. 
me — Beatiffime— &c.  &c. 
But  I  forbear.  Vid.  Htm.  Be^ 
helius  de  Abuf,  lung.  Lot. 

(6)    Avarice    governs    the 

tempers  of  interefted  mea^  atnd 

diredi  their  anions  in  puUick 

eventi*    Were  we  to  applf 

uua 
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In  fine,  his  avarice  gives  the  colour  and  tint  to 
every  JubjeSi^  it  is  the  fole  rule^  and  meafure,  ic 
makes  things  good  or  bad,  juft  or  unjuft,  rea- 
fonable  or  unreafonable  according  to  its  plcafure* 
Crimes  are  no  longer  crimes^  if  they  agree  with 
avarice,  virtues  are  no  longer  virtues,  when  they 
oppofe  it.  She  reigns  over  the  ideas  of  a  mifer's 
mind  and  the  emotions  of  his  heart,  fole  arbitrcfs 
in  the  judgments  of  his  mind,  fole  diredrefs  in 
the  confultations  of  his  heart,  fole  governcfs  of 
all  his  paffions,  (7)    Ariftotle's  definition  of  nature 

can 


this  to  charch-interefl,  and 
to  exemplify  it  by  hiftory,  wc 
could  not  choofe  a  period 
more  proper  than  that  from 
the  reftoration  of  Charles  ll. 
to  the  death  of  queen  Ann. 
The  feveral  turns  of  the 
times,  the  variety  of  temper 
difcovered,  the  veering  about 
of  church-men  according  as 
the  wind  of  intercft  blew, » 
are  finely  defcribed,  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  by 
our  excellent  hiflorian  NeaU 
of  whofe  fidelity  no  party 
has  any  juft  caufe  to  com'* 
plain,  except  that  of  the  Bap- 
tifts.  (That  they  have>  their 
liiftorian  Croiby  hath  moft 
clearly  fhewn,  in  his  hiilory 
of  the  Bapiifls,  and  particu- 
Jarly  in  his  preface  to  it.) 
The  difpofition  of  too  many 
©f  the  clergy  of  thofc  times 
is  properly  enough  ridiculed 
in  the  well-known  humourous 
fong  called  The  Vicar  of  Bray, 

{7)  Avarice  reigns  over  a 
miftr.  Mr.  Claude  compares 
avAfice   to  an  abfolutc  em- 

VOL,  II. 


pre6  extending  her  defpot* 
ifm  over  an  abjeft  flave.  The 
books  of  Eedefialles,  and 
Proverbs,  aOimilate  avarice 
to  feveral  things,  each  fig* 
nificant  and  exprefiive:  the 
following  is  very  beautfful 
in  its  kind.  Eccl.  vi.  3.  An 
untimely  birth  is  better  than  a 
fni/er»  '*  Comparantur  in  his 
abortivus  et  avarus,  quia 
fruftra  natus  uterqiie,  cum 
fiacm  nafcendi  neuter  adep- 
tus. . . .  In  eo  prafertur  abor- 
tivus, quod  ut  bona,  fie  nee 
mala  vitse  ulla  fit  perpefifus : 
avarus  vero  bonis  vita:  caruit, 
aetatem  vero  fuam  in  millc 
malis  et  aerumnis  tranfegit.'' 
Del  Rio  Adag.  Sac,  Par.  ii. 
Ad,  307. 

Prov,  xvii.  8.  A  gift  is  as 
a  precious  ftone  in  the  eyes  of 
him  that  hath  it :  ijuhitherfo^ 
ever  it  turneth  it  profpereth, 
A  bribe,  like  a  diamond, 
fparkles  in  the  eyes  of  inte- 
rciled  men,  and  money  in  all 
places,  and  on  all  occafiona 
will  prevail  with  them. 

L  On* 
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can  be  no  where  better  applied,  flie  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  motion  and  of  reftj  for  (he  jdoes  ail  that 
the  centurion  in  the  gofpcl  did,  fhe  fays  to  one 
Go,  and  he  gocth,  to  another  Come,  and  he 
Cometh,  Do  this,  and  he  doth  it :  yea  fhe  goes 
farther  than  the  centurion  went;  for  Ihe  fays 
Paufe,  and  all  things  paufe,  Ceafe,  and  all  things 
ceafe  to  be.  (8) 

IV,  Observe 


One  of  onr  divinefl,  dif- 
courfing  on  the  inhumanity 
of  the  prieft  and  Le^ite^  men- 
tioned by  our  Lord»  Luke  x. 
31,32.  well  obferves — •*  that 
ic  is  unfair  to'  tax  the  whole 
body  of  the  clergy  with  ava 
rice,  and  inhumanity — that 
at  the  acceilion  of  Conflan- 
tine  great   riches,  and  with 
them  great  temptations  to  a- 
varice  poured  into  the  church 
—that  too  many  church-men, 
and  particularly  thofe  in  the 
church  of  Rome,    cfpecially 
the  religious  fraternities,  had 
been  fad  examples  of  avarice 
•*-  that   i(  was  a    fm   more 
fcandalous  in  them  than  in 
others —  but   that,    as  there 
were    (ome     Zachariahs     a- 
mong   the  pricfts,  and  feme 
BarnabafTes   among   the    Lc- 
vites,  fo  there  u  ere  Tome  li- 
beral men  among  the  Romifh 
clergy,    and   more   in   other 
communities  —  that  foldiers, 
magiKrates,    and    merchants 
had    difgraced    war,   polity, 
and    trade    with    avarice  — 
but  that  it  wotild  be  unfair 
to  blame  the  whole  order  of 
either—and    tl^at   there  was 
nothing  in    the  miniltry  it- 


felF  to  excite  avarice:  bat 
quite  the  contrary,"  &c. 
Biau/obre  Di/c./ur  Nov*  Tift. 
D.i. 

(8)  As  we  cannot  form  an 
idea  of  love,  hope,  or  avarice 
in  the  abilrad,  or  independent 
of  a  perfon,  it  fhould  feeia 
the  charaders  of  vices,  or 
virtues  would  be  bed  dcfcrib- 
ed  in  their  fubjeds,  where 
fcripture  affords  examples. 
Where  all  the  chara£ters  of  a 
vice,  or  a  virtue  are  not  to  be 
found  in  one  perfon,  fever al 
examples  may  be  united  to 
give  a  full  defcription  of  the 
article  in  queflion.  JuH  de- 
fcription is  extremely  diffi- 
cult :  but  what  an  encou- 
ragement to  rcfleft,  that  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  human 
nature  to  love  vice,  or  bate 
virtue,  appearing  in  '  their 
own  colours  ! 

Mr.  Saurin  charaQerifa 
patriot i/m  in  the  perfon  of  JV/- 
hemiaby  and  cirvetou/nefs  in  the 
unhappy  Judas,  After  a  jud 
but  terrible  defcription  of  the 
vice  in  the  man, — declaring, 
that  he  trembled  at  the  idea 
of  fach  a  manlier — and  Ex- 
claiming with  Virgil,  O  exe- 
crable 
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IV. 


Observe  the  Relation   of  one  Subject  to 

ANOTHER.  (9) 

For  example,  always  when  in  fcripture  God  is 
called  a  Father^   the  relation   of  that  term   to 

sbildren 


crable  love  of  money!  and 
fo  on — h^  aflcsy  whether  this 
odious  pidare  refemble  Ju- 
das only?  he  goes  on,  and 
compares  his  beanrs  with  Ju- 
das, till  he  pities  Judas,  and 
turns  all  his  iadignation  a- 
gainft  them.  His  dedgn' 
is  to  excite  a  perfefl  ha- 
tred of  avarice,  and  thereby 
to  deliver  his  hearers  from 
its  guilt  and  power  at  once. 
Thefft  applications  fometino^s 
produce  great  efi-eds. 

How  richly  the  infpired 
writings  are  flored  with  ma- 
terials of  this  kind  tv^x'^  bo- 
dy knows;  indeed  we  may 
fay  of  many  beauties  of  the 
bible,  as  Mr.  Addifon  in  thi 
freeholder  fays  of  a  pafTage  in 
Kings  (2  b.  viii.  c.  iiyiz, 
13.  verfes.)  they  only  want 
a  place  in  foroe  Greek  and 
Roman  writer  to  be  univer- 
fally  admired. 

The  orator's  defcription  of 
the  idle  lives  of  his  country* 
men  is  juiUy  admired,  niitfAS- 
•9"*,  Hire  /lAw,  'Vifioyjif  aAm.- 

XAifor  s  •  .  .  .  TiiiyrtKt  0  ^/A/t- 
flffj^  }  y  f/x  /»,  fltA/*  ci^iVcH^ 
tell  us.  Do  you  rather  in- 
cline according  to  your  ufu* 


al  cuftom,  to  faunter  about 
idle,  afking  each  other  what 
news?  ...  is  Philip  dead? 
No:  but  by  Jove  he  is  fick, 
&f.  Demofi.  Phil  I  Com- 
pare this  defcription  of  the 
Corinthian  church  with  it, 
Aiyu  (ti    t/J:,     o\i    ftitfitri^ 

VI/.UV     AS^er,     e^*>     fJiiV      tijJLi 

UavKv,  tya  /«  Atoaa», 
€^«*/«  K«^*,  iyu  J^i  Xpirtf. 
M«u«p/rflt/  0  Xp/r(S^ ;  (ah  flfltu- 

A  JgM*  €rAt/f  fcfls    t/TTSp     VfJLtO-  I     n 

It  the  figure  eroteiis  admired 
in  the  paiFage  above  men- 
tioned ?  obfcrve  this  in  Mat. 
3ci.  7.  T/  s^wAtt^s  ti(  T9V  epw- 
fJLcv  ^idLfTetheti ;  KAkAfJiOV  \sa-9 
dV^^H    ffAXiVOf/AVOV  I   elAAee   T/ 

(jLAAetiCotf  tixxjtoif  nupit^fAi* 
rw  5  //»9    0/    Tee  fAAKitXA  ^9. 

^iav  eifftV.  «tAA*  T/  €f»A6^« 
uS'iiPy    OC^^Hjjirj    VdU    Kiya 

(9)  Obfer'ue  the  relation  of 
fuhje^s  to  each  other.  No- 
thing introduces  a  greater 
confufic*n  into  a  difcourfe  of 
any  kind  than  a  violation  of 
this  rule.  The  potting  to- 
gether of  finglCff  unconoedt- 

L2  cd. 
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(Hldren  is  evident,  and  wc  are  obliged  not  only 
to  remark  the  paternal  inclinations,  which  arc  in 

God 


ed,  irrelative  ideas  produ(:es 
a  perfe^  wilderDcfs,  and,  if 
z  difcoarfe  fo  compofed  be 
animated  with  the  ill  tempers 
of  the  compofer,  it  rcL'mbles 
^  wildernei'b  full  of  tigers  and 
lions,  apc9  and  panthers,  ri- 
diculous and  terrible  beafls. 
A  violation  of  this  rule  pro- 
duced almofl  all  thofe  expref- 
ftons,  which  fome  zealots 
have  collected  and  publiihed 
under  the  title  of  Dijenurs 
Sayingu  and  from  whick 
they  pretended  to  derive 
proofs  of  principleSf  wl^ch 
the  preachers  never  held. 
The  truth  is,  the  faihion  of 
the  lall  age  in  both  preach- 
ipg  ai)d  praying  was  to  com- 
pofe  of  all  manurr  of  gather- 
ings, without  that  accurate, 
atfTurting  pi^thod,  which  ma* 
turer  judgment  has  fince  in- 
troduced. It  W9S  not  the  fa- 
ihion of  any  whole  party, 
for  each  had  judicipus  men  : 
but  it  was  the  prevailing 
miflake  of  the  buli^  \^  all 
parties.  There  is,  however, 
this  difference  between  the 
publications  of  two  parties; 
I'he  epifcopal  party  publiOi- 
cd  by  comn^and  of  tne  head 
9f  the  churcby  the  churcb 
therefore  is  accountable :  but 
among  the  other  parties  in- 
dividuals only  were  cenfur* 
»bie. 

"  O  Lord,  who  didft  dc- 

iivcr  Dan/iJ  thy  fervaot,  « . . 
ec  ICiug  Cbarlis  find  fafcty 


under  the  (hadow  of  thy 
wings."  What  rtlatUn  was 
there  between  David  and 
King  Charles  I.?  Praytr for 
Pre/er^ation  of  the  King* 
16^3. 

"  Let  the  happinefs  of  the 
fuccefsofour  fovereign  _/f»w 
to  the  'Viry  Jkirti  of  his  peo- 
ple." This  thought  fcemi 
to  be  taken  from  Pial.cxxxiii. 
2 .  ointment  'went  do^wn  to  tbt 
Jkirts  of  Aaron*s  garments* 
>Vhat  h^ve  the  fkircs  of  Aa- 
ron to  do  with  the  poor  in  an 
Englifh  workhoufc  i  Tbankf. 
gi'v.for  Fi^.  at  EdgebiiL 

**  Lord  !  look  to  the 
righteoufnefs  of  our  caufe. 
See  the  feamleft  coat  of  thy 
Son  tor^e,  the  throne  of  thine 
anointed  trampled  on,  tb/ 
church  invaded'  bv  facrilege. 
and  thy  peofU  miferably  de- 
ceived with  lies."  What  r/- 
latlon  was  there  between  the 
feamUfs  coat  of  Chrift,  the 
fale  of  church*lands,  and  the 
liet  of  the  clergy  ?  Thank/gi'v* 
for  Via*  in  the  North,  All 
publifhed  by  his  Majefiy*s  com^ 
maud  16^1, 

The  compiler  of  thefe 
prayer?,  telling  God  AU 
mighty  a  hiftory"  of  rebel- 
lion, fays,  among  other 
things,  «•  fVi  murmnrtd  a* 
gaihfl  Mores  ;'*  and  with  equal 
propriety  might  I  fay,  You 
did  more  than  murmur  agafnft 
Mo(cs,  you  cut  his  hio/  §jf 
before  Whitehall!  '  ^ 

The 
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God  towards  us,    and  the  advantages  Which  wc 
receive  from  his  love:    but  alfo  the  duties  to 

which 


Tbe  aflbciation  of  fuch  ir- 
relative ideas  into  one  expref- 
fion  is  arbitrary  and  licentious, 
^nd  produces  very  bad  effeds 
both  by  leading  off*  the  attenti- 
on from  a  fubjoft,  and  by  con- 
founding it  with  other  fub« 
je£ts,  which  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Sapppfe  a  prayer 
to  begin,  O  Lord,  who  didll 
form    the    crooked  fir  pent  ^ 
blefs  and  dired   the   twelve 
judgn  I  would  not  this  mode 
ofexpreffion  fccm  to  convey 
a  mcft  deteftable  idea  of  their 
Xordfhips  and  the  law  f  or 
iiippofc    a    minifler    before 
preaching  to  pray,  O  thou, 
who  dic^l  create  cattle,  and 
creeping   things,     affift^/^^  to 
preach  thy   word  efFedlually 
CO  day  \  would  not  this  look 
as  if  the  worthy  man  thought 
hioifelf  a  beetle  or  a  bealt? 
Jn  the  examples  above  quo- 
ted«  there  is  no  relation  at  all 
between  the  ideas,  I  will  add 
an  example  of  a  more  fre- 
qoent  miftake,    that   is,  an 
ailbciatiop  of  ideas  irrelative 
in    themfelves,  and  that  in^ 
ttrmeMaie  idea^  which  would 
r^late^chem  to  each  other  im- 
plied.    I'll  uke  the  iiril  at 
Kand. 

««  Queftionleflc,  there  can* 
not  be  a  greater  blemiih  unto 
the  honour,  dignity,  worth, 
$u[id  credit  of  any  Chriliian 
prince  or  potentate,  of  any 
^hriltiiin  magiilr^te,  noble* 


maa,  general,  captain,  pre- 
late, maiiler,  fuperiour,  or 
the  like,  who  fhonld  be  pat« 
ternes  of  temperance  and  fo- 
briety  unto  others,  than  for 
ever/ infamous,  fwinifli,  riot- 
ous, prophane,  and  diflblute 
rorer,  ruffian,  gull-gallanc» 
or  pot-companion,  tv^ty  baft 
and  rafcal  tapftcr,  pcdlcr, 
tinker,  cobler,  heftier,  me* 
chanick,  clowne  or  footboy, 
to  thruft  their  names  into 
their  pots,  and  to  drink  their 
healths."  William  Prynne's 
HealtbeS'fickneJfe  againfl  drink-- 
ing  healths*    1 628. 

"  There  cannot  be  a  greater 
blemiOi  yqto  the  dignity  of 
the  king  than  for  a  tinker  to 
drink  his  health."  Beforo 
this  can  be  proved  to  be 
amy  blemijb  to  his  majeHy  fome 
intermediate  idea  mud  be  ad-* 
mitted  to  conneS  the  tinker 
and  the  king,  fome  unworthf 
adtion  on  his  majefty's  part 
muft  be  fuppofed  :  but  as  no 
fach  adion  can  be  fqppofed,' 
it  is  abominable  to  in/inuate 
it.  Without  it,  however, 
there  is  no  relation  between 
the  dignity  of  a  prince  and 
the  diforders  of  his  people, 
nor  docs  the  impropriety  of 
their  actions  (fuppofine,  what 
is  not  allowed,  that  it  were  ' 
an  impropriety  to  drink  the 
king's  health)  imply  any  de- 
fed  in  the  charafter  of  the 
prince. 

The 
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^hich  wc  arc  bound  as  children  of  fuch  a  father. 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  thcfe  expreflions  of 
fcripture,  God  is  our  God — we  are  bis  people — he 
is  our  poriion^-^vfc  are  hjs  heritage — he  is  our 
wafier-^vfc  are  his  fervants  -be  is  our  king — wc 
are  the  fubje£ls  of  bis  kingdom-^hc  is  our  prophet 
cr  teacher — we  are  his  dijciples — with  many  more 
of  the  fame  .kind.  Wiien  we  meet  with  fuch 
fingle  and  feparate,  they  muft  be  difcufled  in  re- 
lation to  one  another,  and  this  relation  muft  be 
particularly  confidered.  Thus,  when  the  kingdom 
pf  God,  or  of  Jdus  Chrift  is  Ipoken  of,  all  things 
relative  to  this  kingdom  muft  be  confidered — as 
its  laws — arms— throne — crown — fubjedbs— -extent 
of  dominion— palace  where  the  king  refides— &c. 
So  when  our  myftical  marriage  with  Jefus  Chrift 
is  fpoken  of,  whether  it  be  where  he  is  called  a 
bridegroom,  or  his  church  a  bride ;  you  Ihould, 
after  you  have  explained  thefe  expreflions,  turn 
your  attention  to  relative  things — as  the  love  of 
Jefus  Chrift  to  us,  which  made  him  confent  to 
this  myftical  marriage— the  dowry,  that  wc  bring 
him,  our  fins  and  miferies  —  the  commu&ica« 
tion,  which  he  makes    to   us  both  of  his  name 

and 

The  holy  fcriptures  are  al-  where  to  reptnt.  Ads  xvii. 

ways  wife  and  percinenc  on  26.  30.     The  God  of  nattirt 

this   ariiclc.     **  Lord  1  thou  is    the  God  of  rtlighm'^lit 

hail  mad'g  heaven  and  earth,  ma^te  men,  he  commauds  mea 

•  •  •  Scretch  forth  thy  hand  fo  —he   made  all  men»    com- 

Jb^ai. — I'hou  didfl  fay  by  the  mands  a/i  men — he  made  all 

mouth  of />av/V,  The  kings  «^/0«j  of  men,  he  commands 

€)f  the  earth  Jio^J  up  againft  all    men    i'vtry    •tui^/r^-'— he 

thy    Chriil.  ...  Now  Lord  !  made  all  nations  of  m#  hUod^ 

behold  their  tbrtatningi^  &c.  fubje^  to  the  fame  maladies 

AAs  iv-  24.30—25,  26,  29.  and  miferies,   he  commands 

God  made  of  one  blood  all  all  nations  to  rtptnt^  and  fo 

nations  of  men  .  •  •  and  no>v  applies  /n  univerfal  remcdjr 

commandcth  all  men  every  to  an  uaiverfal  malady. 
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and  benefits— the  reft,  that  he  grants  us  in  his 
faoofe,  changing   our  abodc-*the  banquet  at  his 
divine  nuptials — the  inviolable  fidelity^  which  he 
requires  of  us — the  right  and  power  he  acquires 
over  us— the  defence  and  protedion,  which  he 
engages  to  afford   us— but,  when   thefc  relative 
things    are  difcuficd,    great  care   muft  be  taken 
neither  to  infill  on  them  too  much  ;  nor  to  defcend 
to  mean  ideas  -,  nor  even  to  treat  of  them  one  af- 
ter another  in  form  of  a  parallel :  for  nothing  is 
more  tirefome,  than  treating  thefe  apart,  and  one 
after  another.      They  muft,  then,  be  aflbciatcd 
together,  a  body  compofed  pf  many  images  muft 
be  formed,  and  the  whole   muft  be  always  ani- 
mated with   the   fcnfiblc,   and  the   IpirituaL      I 
think,  a  preacher  ought  to  content  himielf  with 
making  one  fmgle  oblervation,  or,  at  the  moil, 
two,  in  cafe  the  relative  things  are  too  numerous 
to  be  colledled  into  one  point  of  view.     In  fuch  a 
cafe  you  muft  endeavour  to  reduce  them  to  two 
claflcs :  but  in  two  diiFerent  orders,  and  always 
make   the  difference  preceptible,  fo  that  it  may 
not  be  faid,  you  have  made  two  obfervations  oif 
what  was  naturally  but  one.  (i) 

'      V.  Observe 

(i)    CelhS  relative    ideas,  credible.     The  fathers  alle- 

imio  one  point  of  'view.     The  gorizcd.     Porphyry   of  old, 

diredt  contrary  is  the  prac-  and  Woolllon  of  late,   with 

(ice    of   too    many,     whofe  many  others  alike  ill  aiFecird 

whole  attention  feems  turned  to  the  truih,  took,   or  pre- 

to  the  dividing,  and   fo  dif-  tended  to  take,  them  at  their 

fipating,    IcTfing,    and,    if  I  word,  and,  by' ruining  their 

may  fpeik  fo,  gaming  away  fenfe  of  a  miracle,   prctend- 

thc   fcnfe  of  the    text.      No  cd   to  have  ruin-d    the    real 

preachers  arc  {o  given  to  this  fenfe  of  the  facrcd  hiltorians, 

method  as  they,  who  delight  who    reported    the   miracles 

in    an     allegorical     way    of  of   Chrift ;    and  they  trium- 

preaching.         The     damage  phcd,     as    if    thf.y      belie v- 

done  to  religion  by  It  is  in-^  ed     themfelves.         W  he  neb 
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V. 
.  Obsikte  whether  some  Things  be  not  svt^ 

POSED)  WHICH    ARE    NOT  EXPRESSED, 

This  IS  a  fourcc  of  invention  different  from  the 
former^  for  the  former  is  confined  to  things  real-* 

If 


time  all  tliefe  mock  tri- 
umphs? Whence  come  they 
ftill?  Moil  certainly  from 
the  ongoarded  irrelative  af- 
fociations  of  ideas  of  fome 
cxpofitors.  Give  one  the 
l^urredioii  of  Lazaras  for 
his  fubjed,  and  he  will 
preach  concerning  regem^ 
ration^  becaufe  regeneration 
is  el/nvhiTi  called  a  refurrec- 
tion.  Give  him  a  leper^  and 
he  treats  of  a  finntr.  Give 
him  a  handful  of  meal,  or  a 
crufe  of  oil,  two  young  pi- 
geonsy  a  bunch  of  hyflbp,  or 
a  fcarlet  line»  and  you  may 
£t  down»  and  prepare  to  hear 
him  difcttfs  a  whole  body  of 
divinity^  although  thefe  ar- 
ticles are  no  other  way  relat- 
ed to  his  dodrine  than  as 
they  ferveto  illuftrateit, 

I  will  fabjoin  an  example 
—a  reprooA^nd  a  diredi- 

**  TaSia  %  itVfPM  neti  rv- 
«w  MTfxtt  METAAOT 
MT2THPI0T-  0  7«f  ^?u©- 
fv  tvKta  Ocov  Env*  n  tt  vi>ym 
mvOptjm-  Mm  flSIIEP  o  ii>u®- 

^tfvoTn?®-  HM  KAOAnEP  o 
«Xf®-  wAnpus  'vavloli  iut^u 


y*v  tXota-ffw  ytfOfWf&'  OTTXl 

*BaV%le    0  $E®-   TCX£{®-  itOfJUE^ 

MM  (rwn<rs6i^  mm  (rofiof  mcu 
akumffio^  KM  woafluv  rmv*  ti  2t 
o't'kfm  Mcilct  fuva  pBim^  mou 
iuvofAEt  aTToOimcMii  cv  Tyjra  Mfftt 
avBpoavH  ivtila  avaFtvaleu  mcu 
eu/iu  «;  hiTfia  n^  /Kc\Mr^f 
ea-t^BM  mmraffi»i'  XISAT- 
TX1£  Mai  M  rpti$  niufou  rup 

PU^pUV  ysFoWlM  TUTTOl  sicn 
TUJ    Tpixi&'    TH    0«     MM     TM 

yiofa  avln  mm  ttk  a-ofutf  aJlv 
Tilxplci  3f  rtnru  euv  aifOpuir®*, 
Cascerum  adra  hsc  typunl 
magui  mjfierii  prae  fe  fer unt. 
Sol  etenim  Deum  quodam- 
modo  repraefentat,  Lijna  ve- 
ro  hominem.  Ut  fol  muitis 
(quod  dicxtur)  parafangis  an* 
tecedit  lunam  potentia  etglo* 
riTLiJie  Dens  plixrimum  cx- 
cellit  hominem.  Ut  fol  pie- 
nus  iemper  confpicitnry  nee 
unqnam  diminuitur  :  Jtc  Oe- 
us  perpetuo  perfedtus  exiftit, 
plenus  pocentia,  ihtelledlu. 
fapientia,  immortalitatey  ec 
reliquis  bonis  omnibus.  Lu- 
na ungulis  menfibus  occom- 
bit,  ejnfque  potentia  emori- 
tur,  hominis  conditionem  oA 
teadaiis;  deinde  regctteratur 
et 
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ly  relative :  but  this  fpcaks  in  general  of  things 
ffippofed^  which  have  no  relation  to  each  other. 
For  example,  when  we  fpcak  of  a  change,  what 
they  call  the  terminus  a  quo  neceflarily  fuppofes 
t}ie  terminus  ad  quern :  and  the  terminus  ad  quern 
fuppofes  the  terminus  a  quo.  (2) 

Aco- 


et  aogetnr  ad  defignandam 
reforreAionem  cundorum  fu- 
turam.  Tres  dies  qui  prae- 
ceflere  crearionem  <laoruin 
luminarium  trinitatis  myfte* 
1  ittm  facrofandlam  repraefen- 
tanty  viz..Deuin,  fermonem, 
/apientiam,  Q^artus  dies 
typus  eft  hominusy  &c.*' 
Tbiopb.  ad  AutoL  lib.W. 

God  the  Father — God  the 
word — God  the  fpirit — the 
foar  firft  days  of  the  creation 
— thfc  fun  and  the  moon— 
the  quick  and  the  dead-— 
time  and  eternity !  did  ever 
an  ignorant  lay-brother  botch 
together  fuch  a  Jofeph's  coat 
£s  this  Patriarch  of  Antioch 
bas  done  ? 

^  Le  Qerc  reproves  fuch  wri- 
ters. ••  Certe  (ethnici  non 
cxaudient)  fatendum  allegp-. 
xicos  interprctes  fcriptura 
non  immerito  ab  ep  (i.  e, 
Porphyrio)  carpi.  Neque  hoc 
parnm  religioni  olim  nocuir, 
gt  etiamnum  uocet,**  Ars  Crit^ 
gem*  i.  p>  2,  /•  i.  c*  16.  pro' 
pifinem* 

Clement  of  Alexandria 
gives  a  proper  word  of  advice. 

/A6)v  Mai  alairm  rov  xvpiov  at/- 
^Hi  iru  Toiwv  'Sir®'  o  roial®-, 
«r«  Jwa7©-  yvac^iv  i^nTruVi  i{lu 
Moh.  11. 


ffcf®"  cv  iicpictffSt  rsoTtafy  "nm 
yopf®'  tv  tfloii,  nZw  a/it®"* 
rojiSlo  yap  /jlo^t^v  raTreivofpO" 
vtiv  o^£(Xfi,  cGTdi  ibxu  /JLa}J^V 
^i(6}y  Eivat  0  JLTififJig  svh  'SFp®- 
KopivdiHs  fnac  Parabplam 
autem  domini  quis  intelliget 
nifi/aftens  ct/cienf  et  qui  </i- 
iigrt  dominum  fuum  ?  fit  ergo 
qui  talis  eft  fidelis>  fit  ejuf- 
modi  at  poilst  explicare  cog* 
nitionem^  fit  fapiens  in  ver- 
bis difcernendis,  fit  in  fadlis 
fcientifRmuSy  fit  caftus  et 
mnndns.  £0  enim  debet  ef- 
fe  magis  humilis  quo  videtur 
ciTe  major,  dicit  Clemens  in 
epiftola  ad  Corinthios."  Clem. 
Alex,  Stromat.  lib,  vi. 

(i)  Implication  differs  from 
relation.  The  chief  ufc  of 
this  topick  is  illuflration.  Hy- 
pothetical elucidation  and 
ill ud ration  are  very  beauti- 
ful :  but  hypothetical  reafon- 
ing»  that  is  to  fay,  argu- 
ments grounded  on  fupp«(i- 
tion  are  inadmiflible  in  a  fe- 
vere  inveftigation  of  truth. 

Forexample.  "The Non- 
conformids  are  known  by 
their  canting  notions  of  //r- 
d«welling  —  enlightenlng^^fouU 
faijing  —  heart  ^Jupporting,  ** 
Bp,  Kennett's  Regifier  and 
Cbron  Dec,  l66z. 
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A  covenant  fuppofcs  two  contrafting  parties— 
a  rccoriciliation  effcftcd,  or  a  peace  made,  fup- 
pofes  war  and  enmity— a  viftory  fuppofes  ene- 
mies, arms,  and  a  combat— ^life  fuppofes  deaths 
and  death  life — ^the  day  fuppofes  night,  and  the 
night  day  —  fometime^  there  are  propofitlons^ 
which  neceflarily  fuppofe  others,  either  becaufe 
they  are  confequences,  depending  on  their  prin- 
ciples, pr  becaufe  they  are  truths  naturally  con- 
hefted  with  others.  It  is  always  very  important 
to  underftand  well  what  things  are  fuppofed  in  a 

textj 


The  ind^x  gives  this  as  a 
chmraSier  of  the  Noncoos  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  (I.  The 
quefiion  is,  bow  much  does 
it  prove  ?  I  believe,  nothing, 
except  the  bifhop's  partiali- 
ty- 
Here  are    feveral    things 

fuppoied.  I.  It  is  a  quota- 
tion froiq  an  anonymous  an- 
tbor,  yet  he,  who  fpeaks 
from  behind  the  curtain,  fine 
tede,  fine  jttdice,  is  fuppofed 
a  creMblt  fwitne/s.  2.  It  is 
fuppofed^  the  Noncons  were 
the  only  men,  who  made  ufe 
oi  compound  words.  This  is 
not  true,  for  Homer  made 
ufe  of  more  words  of  this 
fort  than  all  the  Noncons 
put  together,  and  the  Epifco- 
palians  ufed  them  as  much  as 
the  latter.  ^.  \k\%  fufpojtd^ 
certain  notions  peculiar  to 
nonconformity  were  contained 
in  thcle  words,  and  exprefied 
by  them  :  but  neither  is  this 
ti'ue.  for  none  of  -thefe  terms 
cxprefs  any  other  fentiments 
than  what  were  common  to 


«// parties  at  that  time.  4.  It 
is  fuppofed^  thefe  words  and 
notions  were  the  cant  of  the 
party :  but,  without  enlarg- 
ing,  I  venture  to  aiErm,  if 
all    thefe   fuppofitions    were 
well-grounded,  and  if  thefe 
were  the  mod  diflin^uilhing 
characters  of  the  party,  %vxi* 
ihtT  fuppofition  muil  be  made» 
and  fuch  an   one  as  would 
cover     thofe     Epifcopalians 
with  everlailing    contempt ; 
and  that  is,  that  they  robbed, 
rifled,  baniftied,  imprifoned, 
or  murdered    thoufands  for 
ufing  a  few  cant  swords.    We 
do  not  judify  th^   conftant 
ufe  of  fuch  terms  as  the  a- 
bove,  and  others  like  them» 
as  ill-deferving — hell-deferv- 
ing — God-^iifhonouring— « 
heaven-daring— —foul-faving 
Chrift-exalting — &c.  but  the 
herefy    is    grammatical,     if 
they  are  not  agreeable  to  the 
analogy  of  the  l^nglifli  lan- 
guage.   The  utmoftabufe  of 
them  therefore  is  no  charac* 
ter  of  a  heretical  divim. 

*•  The 
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text ;  for  fomctimes  feversd  ufeful  conliderationt 
may    be   drawn    from  them,     and    not    unfre^ 

quently 

fimbolo,  &c."  Arch.  Wake 
ut  /up.  in  Append,  MJf,  manu 
propria /cript.  penes  me. 

The  Latin  tranflation  of 
the  above  v/OTd.%fuppo/es  feve- 
ral  things,  which,  although 
they  were  true,  yet  ought 
not  to  have  been  inferted 
here  in  a  tranflation,  as  if 
aflerted  in  the  original.  The 
tranflation  fays,  king  Athel« 
bald  prejided  in  the  fynod— 
the  text  only  fays  he<M;a/  tbar. 
The  tranflation  fays  Cuth« 
bert  was  Archbifliop  of  Can" 
\  terbury  ■  the  text  only  fays 
Cutbert  v/zzArcehi/ceop,  The 
tranflation  fays  the  fynod 
was  made  up  of  the  king, 
the  archbifliop,  and  other  £• 
fiops  —  the  text  fays  other 
ivi/e  men»  The  two  firft  of 
thefe  fuppofitiotts  are  of  no 
confequence,  and  I  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  ilrid  reafon^ 
ing  they  need  not  be  allowed 
as  the  ienfe  oi  the  text.  The 
laft  is  an  article  of  fome  con- 
fequence, and  I  would  by  no 
means  allow  it;  for  as  on  the 
one  hand,  it  is  not  fuppofe- 
able  all  the  reputed  tui/dom 
of  the  nation  centered  in  the 
bifliops,  fo  on  the  other  it  is 
certain  the  iaity  as  well  as  the 
clergy  fubfcribed  and  authen« 
ticated  all  legal  deeds. 

When  we  fay  arguments 
grounded  on  fuppoiition 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  in 
reafoning,  we  mead  ground^ 
lefs^unneeejfary^  illogicai^uncer'* 
tain  fuppofition.  Where  ''?d- 

M  %  pofition. 


«*  The  notion  of  mixed 
tmmdh^  of  clergy  and  laiti^^ 
in  which  the  chiefeft  affairs 
<»f  the  church  were  tranfaded 
daring  the  Saxw  times,  if 
BOt  for  fome  reigns  after  the 
conqueft,  is  a  nenn  and  un* 
accountable  pretence,  an  af- 
iertion  neither  for  the  honour 
nor  the  intereft  of  thb 
i  iiVkJiiLQ.^.^^ ArchbifoopWakis 
Siatt  of  the  Gfurcb  and  Clergy 
rf  England.  Pre/, 

Here,  falfe  primciples  are 
Jiippojedy—'^xh^t  nothing  is 
true  but  what  makes  for  the 
koMomr^  and  intereft  of  the 
^ifcopal  church  in  £ngland 
—that  no  hiflorical  faft  can 
be  ib  funk  into  oblivion  as 
to  appear  notfel  to  poilerity 
<m  being  reftored  to  light. 
Aa  old  fad  may  be  newly 
dilcorered,  the  difoovery  may 
di£erve  a  party,  and  yet  the 
fad  may  be  true,  and  the 
diicovery  of  it  worthy  of 
pnuie. 

''    D  OCX  LI  I.      Her   was 

jnycel   finoth  gegaderod  at 

CTlovefhou,     and    thar   was 

Atbelbald  Myrcna  Cing,  and 

Outbert  Arcebifceop,  and  feia 

ochre  wife  menn.     Hie  con- 

firegatum  eft  magnum  conci- 

Ktim  apud  Clovefliou,  pra^ft-r 

ai^nte  Adelbaldo  Rege  Mer- 

riorum,  com  Cuthberto  Ar^ 

^Jaiepiicopo  Cantuarienfi^  cse- 

Serlfqne  epifcopis  iimul   afiir 

d^o tiotts    diligenter    examir 

xi^ntes   circa    necefl*aria  de 

>  totiot  reiigionis,  et  de 
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quently  the  very  exprcflions  in  the  text  include 


tjicm.  (3) 


For 


poiltion  is  natural,  necef- 
lar/y  probable,  or  certain, 
the  fuppoiition  will  become 
a  datum^  and  a  preacher  will 
be  allowed  to  deduce  argu- 
ments/?/«/Azr  to  his  datum. 
A  probable  fuppofition  af- 
fords a  probable  argument, 
a  neceiTary  fuppofition  af- 
fords a  demonfirs^tion.  Our 
next  note  will  explain  our 
meaning. 

(3)  Stme  propofitions  fiecef" 
farily  fuppo/e  others.  Thejuf- 
tinian  code  of  canon  law  ana* 
thematizes  Eunomians,  who 
baptized  by  Angle  immerfion 
«/«  ^/ev  KdL\etJvffiv  Bflfc7r7/^fo- 
fJAvouf.  This  canoa  has  the 
force  of  anthentick  hiHory, 
and  vye  are  obliged  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  fome  chridians  in . 
the  year  383,  in  which  year 
the  canon  was  made  at  Con- 
flantinople,  did  adlually  ad- 
min ifler  baptifm  by  immerfion^ 
and  by yfv^A immerfion*  Cod. 
Can.  Juftin.  Cbriftoph.  Juftel. 
idit.  Gehbard,  Theodor  Meier/. 
Can,  clxx. 

The  fame  council  decreed 
that  Arians,  Novatians,  Sab- 
batarians, and  other  here- 
ticks  fhould  be  redored  to 
church-communion,  on  con- 
dition of  their  abjuring  all 
herefics,  and  delivering  ap 
all  their  books,  which  were 
not  agreeable  to  the  received 
notions  of  the  holy  catholick 
and  dpoftolick  church.  Here 
again   we   mufl    ncceiTarily 


fuppofe— *— that  fome  chrif* 
tians  judged  for  themfelves 
in  matti^rs  of  religion-^^that 
they  wrote  and  publiftied 
books  againft  the  general 
popular  creeds— 4nd  thatthp 
pretended  apoftolick  church 
impof^d  terms  of  commnnioa 
diiferent  from  thofe  of  fcrip* 
ture,  making  their  own 
creeds,  and  not  the  facred 
fcriptnres,  rules  of  ortho- 
doxy.    Can.  clxx. 

So  again,  the  council  at. 
Laodicca,  held  in  the  year 
364,  decreed  that  no  pfalms 
of  private  compofition,  i//* 
cSliKov<  '^di\(jiov{f  ihould  be 
ufed  in  the  church.  This 
implies,  that  fome  churches 
did  ufe  pfalms  or  hymns  of 
private  compofition  in  pub- 
lick  divine  worihip.  Com* 
clxiii. 

"  Titus  Arifto  was  an 
eminent  lawyer,  Pliny  fays. 
Nihil  eft  illo  gravius,  fanc- 
tios,  do^us,  ut  mthi  non 
unus  homo :  fed  litterap  ipfae, 
omnefque  bonae  artcs,  in 
uno  hominefummum  perica- 
lum  facere  videantur.  Quam 
perittts  ille  et  privati  juris  et 
public!  ?  quantum  rerum  i[ 
quantumexemploram?  quan- 
tum aotiquitatis  tenet  ?  nihil 
eft  quod  difcere  velis,  quod 
ille  docere  non  poffit:  Quid 
eft  quod  non  ftatim  fciat  ?  et 
tamen  plernmque  bdtfitat.  Dur 
hitat  diverfitate  rationum, 
qnas  acri  magnoque  judicio 
ab 
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For  example.    Rom.xii.  17.    Recompence  to  n$ 
evil  for  cvih    In  difcyfling  this  text  you  may 

very 


ab  origine^  canfifque  repetit, 
difccrnity  expendit.  •  .  .  Or- 
WMt  h^c  wiagnitudo  animiy  quae 
nihil  ad  often tationem>  om- 
nia ad  confcieotiam  refert» 
xedeque  fadi  non  ex  populi 
lermone  mercedem,  fed  ex 
fado  petit,"  Vita  J.ctorum 
41  GmlGrdtiO.  J.ctc  Deif.  lib. 
ii.  cap.  3* 

In  tkis  charaAer  of  Arifto; 
it  is  fuppofed  as  a  da  tain,  or 
taken  for  granted,  that  it  is 
MnexceUfMce  in  an  inveiliga- 
tor  of  trut*'  to  paufe^  to 
doubt,  to  exicmine,  to  form 
bisjudgmtnt  coolly  and  cauti- 
oauy — that  it  argues  hagna- 
nimty  to  judge  according  to 
tmJimcet  and  not  lo  be  fway- 
ed  by  popular  uQtions  and 
▼ulgar  applaufe.  Who  will 
deny  thefe  data  ?  A  reafoner 
may  fafely  build  on  them. 

All  our  divines  obferve, 
that  there  is  a  iingular  pro- 
priety in  the  anfwers,  which 
oar  Lord  gave  the  various 
fe^  among  the  Jews,  that 
cante  to  him  with  their  quef- 
tions,  in  this  point  of  light. 
He  /uppo/ed  certain  data^ 
which  each  party  held,  and 
replied  accordingyf  Moil 
divines  allow  only  three  prin- 
cipal feds  among  the  Jews 
at  Chrift's  advent :  but  Tri- 
glandius,  profcdbr  of  divi- 
kity,  and  of  Jewifli  antiqui- 
ties, has,  I  think,  clearly 
proved  the  exiilence   of  a 


fourth  f  denominated  J^^ir/t/Vr^; 
that  is,  Scritturiftst  becaufe 
they  rejeflea  traditions,  and 
received  the  holy  fcriptures, 
as  confident  proteftants  do 
now,  as  thc/ole  2m^  fuficient 
rule  of  faith  and  praftice. 
*«  Frequens  et  obvia  in  fcrip- 
tis  eruditorum  mentio  eft 
fedac  cujufdam  vetuftioris 
inter  Judaeos,  quae  aliena 
prorfus  ab  humanis  in  rcli- 
gione  divina  inditutis,  ini- 
mica  Talmudi,  atque  tradi- 
tionibus  ma^iftfurum,  folius 
fcriptura  opibus  ac  revela- 
tione  contenta,  appellationem 
hinc  meruit  Kar^orum. 
Epitheton  CD^NTp  inipofi- 
tum  initio  fuifle  ail  contem- 
tum,  quomodo  Tub  repur« 
gatae  relig'ionis  tempus  nof- 
tros  Bihlifiasy  E'vangelicos^ 
aut  fimili  titulo  falutabant, 
//ct(rufl/X4»f. 

Our  profeflbr  thinks,  thefe 
were  the peopIecalledScR  ibbs 
*— LAWYERS,  in  the  New 
Tedament,  that  is  to  fay, 
Jpeople,  who  made  ihewriiUn 
fcriptures  their  rule,  in  dii- 
tinftion  from  the  Pbart/ees, 
wfio  held  traditions  as  of 
equal  authority  with  the  fa- 
cred  writings.  By  embracing 
all  the  Old  Tcftament  they 
were  diliinguifhed  from  the 
Sadducees^  who  held  only  tb$ 
Books  of  Mofest  as  of  divine 
authority.  And  they  were 
diftinguiihed  from  the  EfftHcs 
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Tcry  properly  obferve  the  truths,  which  are  im^ 
fliedf  or  fuppofcd  in  the  words,     M  xft.  The 

di/order 


by  inhabiting  towns  and  ci- 
tiisy  and  by  nolding  prefer- 
tnentSy  in  common  with  the 
reft  of  their  coontrymen, 
while  the  EiTeneSy  it  is  well 
known  dwelt  in  tents  remote 
from  publick  places.  Thefe 
Jcrifturifii  are  diilingaiihed 
from  the  Pharifecs,  Info  fay- 
ing thou  reproached  us  al/o. 
Luke  xi.  45.  A£b  xxiii.  9. 
^be  fcrihis  that  nvere  of  the 
Pbarijas  fart^  areje^  Scc» 
that  is.  the  Scripturilts  took 
that  fide,  which  the  Phari- 
fees  took  in  St.  Paul's  con- 
trovcif/.  Our  Lord  is  ,fup- 
pofed  to  praiie  fome  of  thefe 
snen,  whopradifed  what  they 
taught,  Matt,  xxiii.  34.  xiii« 
52.  And  to  reprove  others, 
who  facrificed  the  profeiiion 
of  their  own  principles  to 
their  finful  fecular  love  of 
thofe  riches,  titles,  and  ho- 
nours, which  the  court-party, 
the  Pharifees  had  to  bellow. 
Mat.  xxiii.  2.  Luke  xi.  45, 
Ac. 

This  excellent  piece  of  fa« 
cred  criticifm  elucidates  ma- 
ny palTages  of  fcripture,  and 
places  the  propriety  of  many 
cxpreflions  of  our  Lord  in  a 
beautiful  point  of  light,  all 
on  the  principle,  with  which 
v/c  beean  this  note,  fuppojing 
propoiitions,and  taking  them 
up  as  data.  Jacob*  TriglanMi 
J)iairibi  dt  StBa  Karaorum* 

U  u  the  hfight  of  injudi- 


cioufnefs  to  fet  out  with  a 
fuppofition  not  mlUwid:  For 
example.  A  pious  writer 
publifhed  a  piece  1691*  en* 
titled  **  Tbe  truths  ^bict 
God  baib  firwH  unto  bis  fir* 
tvant  Ricbard  Stafford,**  Here, 
'  it  ihould  feem,  the  reader  14 
to  fuppofc— that  holy  fcrip*^ 
ture  is  imftrftQ^~^^Vk^  that 
chriftians  wid  new  revelati- 
ons, and  ba^e  them-- bat 
thefe  are  not  to  be  fuppofed» 
and  confequently  Richard 
Stafford's  difcoveries  are  for 
his  own  amuiement. 

Thus  another  entitles  kt^ 
book  <'  Jn  Effaj  againft  Art- 
ani/m  and  fome  «/2rrilBaE- 
SIB8."  Here  that  U/nppo/ed^ 
which  ia  adually  to  be 
proved,  that  Arianifm  it  a 
herefy.  If  there  be  fnch  a 
thing  as  moral  herefy>  the 
raiier  16  the  heretick.  Mait-^ 
taire  agoing  Wbtftont  1711. 

That  inimitable  chri(lian» 
Dr.  Gauden,  whofe  '*  foul 
was  perfedly  poflefled  with 
horror  at  the  death  of  king 
Charles  I.  wrote  a  Steliten* 
tick,  Feb.  10,  1648,  in  aa 
extacy  of  fighs,  tears,  and 
indignation,  fignally  marked 
with  fad  drops  of  his  paf- 
fionate  heart,  on  an  occafsoa 
in  which  no  ink  could  be 
black  enough,  or  fcave  too 
much  fait,  vinegar,  sail  or 
aqua-fortis  in  it;  ana  thir- 
teen years  after*  even  ia 
1661^ 
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Sforder  into  which  fin  has  thrown  mankind,    to 

that  men  are  expofed  to  receive  injuries  and  inifults 

from  each  other.     A  Ibciety  of  (inners  is  only  a 

Ihadow  of  fociety,  they  are  aftually  at  war  with 

each  other>  and,  like  the  Midianitifh  army,  turn* 

ins  every  one  his  fword  againft  his  companion.  The 

fpirit  of  the  world  is  a  fpirit  of  difpcrfion  rather 

than  of  aflbciation.  Different  interefts,  diverfities  of 

ientiments,  varieties  of  opinions,   contrarieties  of 

paflions  make  a  perpetual  divifion,  and  the  fruits 

of  this  divifion  are  infults  and  injuries.    It  may 

be  faid  of  each  in  fuch  fbcieties,  as  of  Ilhmael  in 

the  prophecy,  bis  band  is  againft  every  man^  and 

every  nuafs  band  againft  bim. 

2»  We  muft  not  imagine  that  faith,  and  the 
dignity  of  a  chriftian  calling  raife  the  di/ciple  of 
Cbrift  above  injuries :  on  the  contrary,  they  ex- 
pofehim  oftener  to  evils  than  others;  as  well  be« 
Cauie  God  himfelf  will  have  our  faith  tried,  that 
we  may  arrive  (as  the  fcripture  fpeaks.)  at  heaven 
tbrougb  many  tribulations  \  as  becaufe  a  chriftian 
profeffiqn  neceflarily  divides  believers  from  in* 
fidels. 

The 


i66i«  finding  it  to  have 
fomething  in  it  of  aconfofed 
nptare,  not  miibecoming  fe 
incenfive  a  grief,  and  fo  pi- 
ous impatience,  was  per- 
fuaded  by  his  printer  to  pob- 
lifli  it  a$  his  legitimate  i£ae, 
^nd  was  content  that  his 
same  ihonld  be  called  upon 
it,  intending  by  it  to  prove, 
that  the  man,  the  chrilHan, 
the  king,  the  faint,  the  mar- 
tyry  whom  JudaiTes  betrayed, 
whom  Jews  deftroyed,  whom 
canniba]sdevoured,hadbeams 
#f   divine   majefty  in   him. 


which  daily  conqnered  all 
eclipfines,  that  either  his 
own  misfortunes,  or  their 
malice  caft  upon  him  —  and 
farther,  that  the  fin  of  be- 
heading king  Charles  quef- 
tionlefs  exceeded  in  many 
refpefts  that  of  Chrift's  cru- 
ciliers.'*  Now  in  all  this, 
tyro,  what  \tfappoftd?  what  ? 
thoa  fimpleton  1  why,  that 
eminence  of  Uarningt  finct* 
rity^  and  pUty  qualified  the 
dtan  of  Socking  for  the  bi- 
ihoprick  of  Exeter!  Fudtt 
intc  efpr^bria  did  i 
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Tlwl  World  and  fin  form  a  kind  of  communion 
between  the  wicked  and  worldly,  which  produces 
a  mutual  forbearance  and  friendihip :  but  there  is 
no  communion  between  a  believer  and  an  unbe- 
liever any  more  than  between  light  and  darknels, 
Chrift  and  Belial.  Thence  come  all  the  perfecu- 
tions  of  the  church,  and  thence  will  good  men 
continue  to  meet  with  oppofition  from  the  wicked 
to  the  end  of  time.  Jcfus  Chrift,  when  he  fent 
his  apoftles,  did  not  fail  to  apprize  them  of  this  ; 
he  faid,  /  fend  you  forth  as  fheep  in  the  md/i  of 
fvohes  I  and  again.  If  ye  were  of  the  ^orld  the 
voorld  would  love  his  owny  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of 
the  worlds  therefore  the  world  hatethyou. 

You  may  make  an  obfervation  on  each  of  thefc 
fuppofed  truths,  and,  haying  eftabliihed  the  apof- 
t;le*s  precept  by  fliewing  that  private  revenge  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  chriftianity,  and  incompa- 
tible with  true  piety,  you  may  obferve  a  third  fup- 
pofed truth. 

That  the  gofpel  not  only  forbids  refentment  and 
revenge  :  it  even  commands  us  to  pardon  offences; 
and,  farther,  obligethus  to  do  good  to  our  enemies, 
and  to  ^r^  for  ouf  perfecutors,  according  to  the 
precept  of  Tefus  Chrift,  Love  your  enemtesj  bkfs 
tbent  that  curfe  you^  and  pray  for  them^  thatdefpite- 
fully  ufe  you :  and,  according  to  the  dodrine  of 
St.  Paul  in  another  place.  If  thine  enetny  bt{nger 
feed  hinty  if  he  thirji  give  him  drink. 

It  -remains  that  you  take  care  in  treating  fup- 
pofed truths,  I  ft,  not  to  fetch  them  too  far y  and 
to  bring  them  about  by  long  circuits  of  reafon- 
ing.  Avoid  this  fpr  two  reafons;  firft,  becaufe 
you  would  render  your  difqourfe  ohfcure  by  it ;  for 
every  body  is  not  capable  of  feeing  truths,  which 
are  very  diftaht  from  the  text:  and,  fccondly,  be- 
caufe by  this  means  you  might  bring  in  all  the 

whole 
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isrfiole  body  of  divinity  into  your  text,  which  At- 
trmpt  would  be  vicious,  and  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  good  fenfe.  (4)  Of  fuppofed  truths,  you  muft 
ch(^  the  moft  natural^  and  thole,  which  lie  heareft 
the  text.  (5) 

In 


(4)  F mT'f etched  fvfpofiuons 
^jcmrea/Mijea.  See  page  17, 
a«  5.    A  foreign  writer  takes 
up  this  qoeftiofly  **  An  dam- 
aato  forte  ek  exoto  principe, 
cojas  herediurinm  eft  reg* 
anm,  primojgenitus  ab  ade- 
undo   principatn   alio  jure 
poffitarceri?"  He  affirms  the 
negative,    and     fets    about 
proving  it  by  dcclarinc— 
that  the  £fth  commandment 
laid,  hmnmr  tfy  /atier,  and 
that  he  had  been  taaght  from 
Ids  infancy  to  confider/nvrr/ 
a^  parents-^that  Tacitus  de- 
dared  a  xepublick  was  one 
itf^,  and  mnft  be  governed 
by  one  ^vA-that  although 
princes  fin,  as  Ncmh  did,  yet 
he  would  be  blefled,    who, 
like.Shem,  covered  his  fa- 
ther's  nakeinefi ^that   the 

author  of  EccUfiaflicue^  and 
$•  Gregory  the  Greats  had 
both  given  good  counfel  to 
fabfeds  to  continue  to  reve- 
jrence  iricious  magiilrates*** 
and  moreover,  that  many 
chriiUan  fathers  and  councils 
bad  delivered  holy  fentences 
asd  decrees  on  the  unaliena- 
ble dignity  of  kings.'*  Our 
lo^cian  introduceth  this 
^ith9'*ItaDC,Regicida?  Ar- 
r^gs.  aures,  Anonyme?".  •  • 
jtrrigt  aures  iudeed!  ^^Marc. 
Vol.  n. 


Zuer.  B\ixhornu  de  Majeft'ate^  ek 
Fntropstinja  regum.  1649* 

This  piece  was  written  ill 
favour  of  the  cruel  arbitraij 
houfe  of  Stuart.  Our  illuh» ' 
trious  f(^nators  at  theRevolo- 
tion  went  a  nearer  way  to 
work.  They  faid.  Solus  pl^ 
fuli  eft  fufrema  lex.  Vw  f^ 
fuU  'VOX  Dei.  The  nine- 
teenth of  Ezekiel  was  thelir 
text,  and  the  ad  of  fettle- 
ment  was  their  juft  expo« 
iition  of  it  The  Stuarts,  hkt 
]ions>  had  learned  to  catch 
frey^  and  to  devour  men  :  but 
the  nation  firead  their  net 
over  theuif  put  them  in  <ward^ 
and  fent  them  to  Babylon^ 
that  their  voice  Jhould  ni^ 
more  he  heard  upon  the  mouh* 
tains  of  J/raeh  Thence  all 
the  happinefs,  that  this  na- 
tion has  fince  enjoyed  under 
the  gentle  government  of 
princes,  who  deferve  to  be 
for  ever  revered  as  true  pa- 
tres  patrie,  reigning  not  in 
the  fophifms  of  hirelings : 
but  in  the  juft  affedious  of 
their  fubjeds. 

(9)  Cboofe  natural  fuppofed 
truths.  ThusbifliopFlechier, 
in  a  fermon  concerning  the 
rich  maUy  who  faid,  /  <will 
pull  down  Iny  harnSf  and  httild 
greater^  and  there  nvill  I  he- 
N  ftc^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    98    ) 

In  the  fecond  place,  do  not  enlerit  on  tm- 

pUed 


Jhw  all  tivf  go$di  ;  and  I  'will 
fay  t9  myjhuly  Somly  thou  baft 
much  goods  laid  up  for  many 
jiars :    take  thing  eafe^   eat, 

drink,  and  he  merry 

**  The  rich  man  does  not 
propofe  to  employ  his  for- 
tone  \Tifa3ion* . .  •  He  does 
not  intend  to  increafe  his 
cftate,  by  incroacbing  on  his 
neighhours'-^TiOT  to  get  richer 
by  extortion  and  fc/vrf  — he 
does  not  mean  to  trouble  and 
per/ecuti  good  people,  who 
do  not  live  as  he  doth-*nor 
does  he  defign  to  give  him- 
ielf  up  to  a  fordid  avarieg'^^ 
or  to  odentation  and  pomp^^ 
ouiy/oal  take  thine  ei^e" 

The  Lord  Teems  to  defcribe 
an  Epicurean  in  the  text,  and, 
though  he  does  not  expreis 
ally  that  the  preacher  ob- 
iervesy  yet  nobody,  the  leaft 
attentive,  can  doubt  the  im- 
plication of  it.  Flech,  fir* 
JurVQblig.  dePAumone,  tomM. 

If*  the  following  tale  be 
true,  a  mod  unnatural  fup- 
poittion  is  contained  in  it. 
'<  fiilhop  Soiallbroke  was 
faid  by  Woolflon  to  have 
taken  occafion,  in  explain- 
ing the  miracle  of  the  devils 
fent  by  Chrift  into  the  herd 
of  fwine,  to  mention  the 
ntunhers  of  each,  wherein  the 
numj^er  of  fwine  being  found 
to  be  one  more  than  that  of 
the  devils,  it  was  obferved 
that  fome  two  of  the  fwine 
could  have  but  one  devil, 
which  confequently  mufl  be 


divided  into  two  halves,  up- 
on which  his  lordfbip  was 
unluckily  nicknamed,  Bijbop 
Split'deviL  Biograph,  Brit. 
Art,  Woolfton.  Rem.  P. 

Unnatural fiippofttions.  Some 
divines  have  dealt  in  tbefi 
things    of  dijhonify    in    an 
open,  barefaced  way,  others 
in  a  method  dofc  and  co- 
vert :  but  they  only  eomsmettd 
themfohfes  to  men^i  confciemees 
in  the  fight  of  God,  who,   rr- 
nouncing  thefi  innendoes,   not 
•walking    in    crafiimfs,     nor 
handling  the  word  of  God  dt* 
ceitfulljf  make theriLVTa  nut" 
nifeft.      2   Coi:,  iv.  z.     Dr. 
Daniel   Featly    publiihed  a 
violent,  falfe,  abufive  piece 
againft  the   Baptifts,   whon& 
he  mortalljr  hated,   and  at 
the  beginning  of  the  book  a 
plate   reprefentative  of   the 
people,    againft    whom    he 
wrote,  performing  the  ordi- 
nance of  baptifm.      Minif- 
ters  the  admmiftraton,  and 
both   men   and  women   the  . 
receivers  of  baptifm,  are  re- 
prefented  as  ftark  naked  in 
a  river,  and  the  minifters  are 
thruftingnhe  people's  heads 
down  forward  into  the  wa* 
ter.     Such  a  fight  had  never 
been   feen    fince    the  world 
began,    and    if  Dr.   Featly 
*  fuppofed,   the  baptifts  ^dmi* 
niftered  the  ordinance  fo,  we 
are  obliged  to  fuppofe,    he 
knew    nothing    aboac    the 
matter. 
Another  of  thefe  trickfters 
wrot« 
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•plied  truths;   it  is  proper,   indeed,  that  hearers 

Ihould 


wrote  in  1647,  and  publifiied 
in  168 1  (another /rW/ff/  Dr. 
Gaoden)  a  piece  of  iixteen 
qaaito  pages,  entitled  T/ke 
jt^emhly  Mmh^  with  defign  to 
vilify  the  afiembly  of  divines, 
who  were  moft  of  them  pail 
anfwerine  before  the  book 
was  publiihed.  Here  is  a 
plate  1^  an  AJfembly  Man. 
Under  his  feet  lie  four  \o^ 
lumes,  called  Common  Prayer t 
Qafuifis^  Councils^  Fathers^-^ 
in  his  hand  are  the  two  ends 
of  a  rope,  called /iirrf  dintino^ 
which  runs  through  the  loops 
of  £ve  lar^  bags,  in  the  firft 
of  which  is  4/.  /fr  diem — in 
the  fecond/r^ff^r^"— in  the  third 

Jiquiftered  beneficts in  the 

fcarth  citizens  good  «K;/«r«— 
in  the  Ehhinterefi  money .  On 
the  table  lies  a  bundle,  called 
MurticUs  againjt  delinquents^^ 
and  over  his  head  on  a  ihelf 
lie  foor  volames,  entitled 
J}ire3ory  --Concordance -^^e^ 
miofa  notos'-^Ordinancfs,  <uotes, 
jHurnais,  A  great  many  un- 
natural fuppoiitions  are  here 
snade ;  we  do  not  wonder  at 
M.  bttflbon  for  making  them  : 
but  we  are  fui'prized  to  fee 
grzve  hiftorians  and  divines 
pretending  to  derive  true  in-^ 
telligence  from  them.  They 
ought  to  know  the  merits  of 
a  caufe,  and  (to  ufe  the  Ian- 
^aage  of  one  of  that  age.) 
to  **  execrate  the  book  for 
the  fake  of  the  rafcal  in  the 
title-page.*'  Sir  John  Ber- 
kenhfody    Afftmhly  Man. 


k  German  phyfician  of 
the  lad  century  endeavoured, 
in  two  large  folios,  to  expofe 
unnatural  fuppoficions  by  jo- 
cular contrail,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  vice  by  affeding  to  che- 
rtfh  it.  He  makes  a  Chrif- 
topher  Hegendorph  fpeak  an 
oration  to  the  univerfity  of 
Leipiick  in  praifeof  drunRcn- 
nefs — •*  Doubtlefs,  illirftri- 
ous  auditors!  as  I  am  a 
joung  man,  and  about  to 
recommend  drunkennefs  to 
grave  fober  men,I  fli^ll  feem 
to  be  double  drunk — but  par- 
don vat  if  I  affirm,  I  am  not^ 
the  firfl  patron  of  drunken- 
nefs— Intoxication  is  an  an- 
cient univerfalpraft  ice,  Jews, 
Trojans,  and  Greeks  got 
drunk.  Noah  and  Lot  got 
drunk— The  Greeks  publifii- 
ed encomiums  on  intoxica- 
tion— The  Romans  loved 
tiplingT  Tiberius  and  Lu- 
cius Pifo  ttfed  to  fit  at  their 
cups  three  days  and  nights 
together— ^Egyptians,  Sax- 
ons, and  almoft  all  people 
got  drunk — ' — As  for  the 
Monks,  they  could  not  pof- 
fibly  go  through  the  hard 
Services  of  their  feveral  or- 
ders without  plenty  of  liquor 
— Befide,  liquor  makes 
mirth,  and  mirth  is  life-^— 
Drinking  alfo  fets  men  a 
talking  about  religion,  and 
our  farmers  never  difpute  fa 
clearly  for  Luther  againfl 
Eccius  as  when  they  are  ani- 
mated with  ftrong  liquor — 

'  N  2  Poets 
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Ihould  know  them :  but  they  arc  'not  principal 
articles,  (6) 


Foets  and  pitachcrs  can  do 
uotliing  without  plenty  of 
drink,  and  with  it  what  can 
they  not  do !— Bot,  you  will 
objea,  Chrift  {ays,  Be  Mt 
overcharged  tvitb  drunkennefi. 
Luke  xxi.  34.  Obfcrvc,  he 
does  not  fay.  Be  not  drunk, 
but  Be  not  o^erebarged  vf'ixh 
drunkenncfs.  Can*t  you  get 
drunk  without   getting  dead 

drunk  ! ButSt.  Paul  fays, 

Be  not  drunk  luitb  luine  tubere^ 
in  is  excefi!  Eph.  v.  i8. 
True.  But  obferve,  St,  Paul 
docs  hot  fay.  Do  not  get 
drunks  he  only  fays,  Don't  get 
excejpvely  drunk  !  "&c.  I  truft 
I  fliall  be  forgiven  for  this 
tranfcript,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered, that  I  infert  this  in- 
Head  of  the  grave  reveries  of 
fome  modern  divines,  whofe 
fermons  and  fyftems  adually 
fuppofe  articles  as  illogical, 
wnfcriptural,  and  unnatural 
as  thefe.  Amphitheau  Sapient. 
Socratica  Joco-feria.  CaJ^. 
Dorna^fii.  torn.  \x.  Hegendor^ 
fbini  Declam, 

(6)  Da  not  enlarge  on  kur 
plitd  truths^  That  is  to  fay, 
whether  you  fpeak  briefly  or 
diffufively  on  implied  arti- 
cles, do  not  lay  any  grea^ 
ftrefs  on  tlieip,  they  fhould 
rather  adorn  than  fapport 
your  reafoning.  A  fingle 
epithet  properly  placed  may 
contain  weighty  argument; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  no 
wordy  coverings  of  a  luppo- 
^^ox\  9an  ^urn  probable  im- 


plication  into  clear  demos- 
ftration.  *^  Epithets,  fays 
one,  muft  be  varied  accord- 
ing to  a  fubjed.  In  foUicit- 
ing  a  king  for  an  office,  or 
in  thanking  him  for  a  nomi- 
nation, it  would  be  abfard 
to  begin  an  addrefs  to  him 
with,  mod  powerful  and  m- 
<vindiie  prince ;  it  fhould  run 
moft  Bountiful  znd .  munijlcent, 
Ignofces  prjmo  errori  dux 
mitijjjime — Patere  te  ezorari 
clementijfime  Casfar— Turca- 
rum  vim  a  chriflianornm  ho- 
mer;s  depelle  Rex  inwOe, 
Reftitue  p^r  calumniam  op- 
prefltim  itfutffime  Judex— In 
ix>nam  partem  accipias  vir 
bumanijfime — Non  meum  eft 
tibi  confilium  impertki  vir 
prudent iffime.  In  nmufmodi 
orationis  genere  non  (unt  fpe- 
ciofa  epitheu :  fed  etrgummH 
pondus  obtinent.  Joban, 
Defpauterii  Com.  Creak,  Do 
Bpitbet.  1537, 

The  transforming  of  Epi- 
tKets  into  fubftantives,  which 
the  laft-q  noted  writer  recom- 
mends, was  very  fafliionable, 
when  he  wrote :  but,  except 
iu  a  very  few  inftances,  it  is 
ou^  of  vogue  now— Af(^ 
dteadi  that  is  dreadful  /over 
reign — 4n  addre(s  fit  for  Pluto, 
and  an  affront  to  a  Britift 
prince.  I  commit  myfelf  to 
vour  fatberboodr^l  congratu- 
late your/«r///«iSr— I  befeech 
your  rruerence^-lAy  folly 
fubmits  to  the  wifdom  of 
your  grtL^e.    Thefe  are  nei- 
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And  thirdly,  take  care  alfb  that  thefe  fuppofed 
things  be  important^  either  for  inftruftion  inge- 
fieral,  or  for  calling  light  particularly  on  the  tiext, 
pr  for  confolation,  or  ror  the  corredion  of  vice,  or 
pradice  of  piety,  or  fome  ufcful  purpofe,  other- 
wife 


ther  rhyme  nor  reafon  now. 
If  no  great  ilrefs  fhould  be 
laid  on  probable  ruppoiitions, 
what  fenfible  man  would  lay 
any  fb-efs  on  improbable 
pnes?  It  is  carions  to  trace 
the  do&ineof  trnprobabiHty, 
and  to  obferve,  all  fand  as  it 
is,  what  ponderous  edifices 
have  been  ereAed  on  it.  The 
papal  inBdlibility — the  doc- 
trine  of  tranfubftantiation— • 
the  divine  right  of  anelican 
epifcopacy— and  the  divine 
nght  of  kings  over  the  reli- 
gion of  their  fubjeds— were 
never  proved,  nor  ever  can 
be  made  to  appear  again  even 
probable:  but  what  won- 
drous things  have  been  faid, 
and  what  won4rons  adlions 
have  been  done  on  fuppofi- 
lion  that  they  were  true  ?  The 
two  following  anecdotes  will 
fzemplify  this  article. 

When  the  bible  was  laft 
tranflated  into  Englifh, 
James  I.  as  head  of  the 
ehurchy  appointed  tranflators, 
and  gave  them  certain  rules 
of  tranilation.  One  of  thefe 
was,  «<  you  ihall  retain  the 
old  BCCLESiASTiCAL  words, 
not  changing  the  word  church 
for  congregation,"  and  fo 
on.  Something  is  here  /up^ 
ffidy  either  that  an  unbiaf- 
fed  tranflation  would  endan- 
Ijec  ^e  hierarchy,   or  that 


the  oracles  of  God  were  given 
to  ferve  the  views  of  a.partv* 
Regal  influence  is  too  plaia 
to  be  denied*  Were  it  poffi- 
ble  to  fuppofe  that  the  de- 
dication of  this  translation 
to  his  majefty  was  written 
by  the  tranflators,  we  fhould 
foon  find  out  how  they  on^ 
derftood  the  rule ;  for  the 
fpirit  of  the  dedication  was 
imbibed  far  from  feats  of 
learning,  and  fomewhere 
near  the  throne  ? 

In  1538,  HenryVIII.  wrote 
a  letter  to  his  bifhops  direA- 
ing  them  how  to  inftru^  the 
people.  «*Firf>,  we  flridly 
charge  and  command  you, 
that  plainly  and  dillindly, 
without  any  additions,  ye 
ihall  every  holyday,  where/o- 
ever  ye  ihall  be  within  your 
dioceie,  when  ye  may  fo  do 
with  your  health  and  conve- 
nient commodity,  openly  in 
your  cathedral  church,  or  the 
parifh  church  of  the  place 
where  ye  fhall  for  time  be, 
read  and  declare  our  ar;- 
TiCLBs  ;  and  in  no  wife,  in 
the  reH  of  your  words  which 
ye  ihall  then  fpeak  of  yonr- 
felf,  if  you  fpeak  any  thinr, 
utter  any  word  that  fli^l 
make  the  fame,  or  any  word 
in  the  fame  doubtful  to  the  peo- 
ple." Bp.  Burnetts  Hift.  Ref. 
W.  i.  Addenda.  ^.  j6i.  zdEd. 
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Wife  you  would  deliver  trifling  impertinencies  un* 
<]er  the  name  of  implied  truths.  (7) 

VL 
Reflect   on   the    Person  speak-ino   or 

ACTING,    (8)     , 

For  an  example,  let  us  take  the  lail  mentioned 
text  of  St.  Paul,  recompenfe  to  no  man  evilfer  evil. 

Here 


(7)  Impertintncies  fir  tm* 
pUcatiws.  Tertullian,  begins 
his  book  on  baptifm  thas. 
'*  Foelix  facramentum  aquaci 
noftrse  quia  ablatis  deiidis 
priftinas  caecitatis  ia  vitam 
ae  tern  am  liberamur.  Non 
eric  otiofum  digeilum  iftud, 
inftruens  tarn  eos  qui  cum 
maxime  formantur,  quam  et 
illos  qui  fimpliciter  credi- 
dilTe  contenti,  non  exploratis 
rationibus  traditionum  in- 
tentatam  probabilem  fidem 
per  imjperitiam  portant:  at* 
que  adeo  nuper  converfau 
ihic  qasdam  de  Caiana  hae- 
refi  vipera  venenatiflima  doc- 
trina  Aia  plerofque  rapuit, 
imprimis  baptism  urn  de- 
ftruens  plane  fecandum  na« 
turam:  nam  ferx  viperaey  et 
afpides,  ipfique  regnli  Ter- 
pen tis  arida  et  inaquofa  iec- 
tantur.  Sed  nos  pifeiculi  ie- 
cundum  ty  ^vv  noftr^m  lefom 
Clu-iftum  in  aqua  nafdmnr, 
nee  aliter  quam  in  aqua  per- 
lonanendo  falvi  fumns."  Upoa 
this  pafiagc  bis  learned  editor 
gives  us  this  explanatory 
note,  *^  Sed  nos  pi/ciaiU  /$• 
tundum  iX'^v¥  nefinm,  facit 


ad  in  telle  Aum  hujns  loci  B« 
Optatus  Afer.  lib.  3.  adv. 
Parmenian  (uti  etiam  ante 
me  adnotarunt  Latinios  et 
Francifcus  Baldvinns)  Hie 
(de  Chrifto  loqnens  inqnit) 
eft  pi/cift  qui  in  baptifmate 
per  invocationem  fontalibut 
undi^  inferitur,  ut  quae  ofua 
fuerat,  a  pifie  etiam  pifcina 
vocitetur.  Cujus  pi/cu  no- 
men  fecnndum  appcilationcm 
Grascam,  in  uno  nomine  per 
£nguias  literas  turbam  fane- 
torum  nominum  cominttm 
iy^vi  enim  (iic  lego)  Latin« 
eft  Iefus>  Chriftos,  Dei  fiUus, 
falvator.  Quod  ipfum  repetit 
B.  Attguft.  L  18,  de  civit. 
dei,  cap.  23.  voces  antem 
graecasy  quae  finguUs  vocxs 
tX^tfi  Uteris  indicantnr,  h» 
fiint,   /tftf-vf  X?^^^-  ^^^  v'*^ 

Who  would  have  thought 
that  iMptifUftg  tkm  in  th€ 
name  tf  tbefittbir,  and  rftba 
fin,  and  ef  the  My  gbefi  am* 
plied  all  this  ?  TerhUL  /Ms.iii. 
d*  bapii/mo.  cap.  i, 

(8)  RfJUaontbeferfon/^eak'^ 
ing,  Erafmns  enlarges  on  this 
ftrticlCf  which  includes — fa- 
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Here  you  may  very  pertinently  remark,  that  this 
ptecept  b  more  beautiful  in  the  mouth  of  ^/.  Paul^ 

than 


mily— country— »fex— age— 
edacation— body,  as  b^uti- 
fttl  or  defbrmedy  ftrong  or 
weak— fbrtone— condition- 
mental  alnlities — particular 
ftodies-^-connedions — con- 
dad— name— &c.  **  Profuc- 
rit  igitur  quid  cuique  perfonse 
proprinm  nt,  et  quid  qazqaae 
res  efficiat  in  primis  habere 
oognitttm.  ad  utmmque  con- 
dacet  comicorum  et  hiftori- 
comm  leAio,  philoibphis 
cognitio,  et  renun  plnruna- 
Tom  experientia.  Et  hi  loci 
vocantor  rhetoribas,  &c." 
D$  ratUm  condonandit  lib,  1 1» 

Family.  John  viii.  37. 
Ikaofw  tiat  y  an  Abraham* t 
fiei:  bat  yt  fuk  to  kill  mc^ 
39* ^ye  vhtb  Abrahams  cbiU 
inm^  yt  nmuld  d»  tbi  nvmrks  of 
Abrabam^^O.  Tt  /eek  to  kill 
a  aum^  thai  hath  told  you  the 
tratbg  this  did  aai  Abraham 
42.  if  God  voere  your  father^ 
y$  'u^oald  lonn  ati--^^  T$  an 
of  yotur  father  the  demiU 

CovNTRT.  Dent.  itr.  7. 
What  nation  is  there  fi  greats 
n^ho  hath  God  fo  nigh  unto 
them  f-'^.  What  nation  is 
there  fo  greats  that  bath  fta- 
tutes  and  judgments  fo  righte^ 
ons  ^— Col.  iii.  1 1.  In  the  new 
man^  there  is  neither  Grtek  nor 
JenUf  barbarian^  iicythian^ 
bond  nor  free  :  bUt  Cbrift  is  all 
and  in  a//— Phil.  ii.  i^.  Be 
,  blameUfs  and  harmlefs^  the  Sons 
of  Gody  nvitheut  rebuke,  in  the 


midjl  of  a  crooked  and  ferverfe 
nation. 

Sex.  Gal.  iii,  zy,  28.  As 
many  of  you  as  ba^ve  been  bap^ 
tined  into  Cbrifi^  have  put  on 
Cbrift,  there  is  neither  nude  nor 
femalei  for  ye  are  all  one  im 
Chrift  Jefus. 

AoB.  Titos  ii.  2.'  Aged 
men  muft  befober,  grave,  tem^ 
perate,  found  in  faith,  in  cha- 
rity,  in  patience, — 3.  Aged 
vfomen  muft  be  teachers  of  good 
thirngf^^.  Toung  women  muft 
be  difcreet,  chafte,  keepers  at 
home^-6,  Toung  men  muft  be 
fober-minded — 1  Pet.  v.  5.  Te 
younger,  fubmit  yourfelves  unto 
the  elder^^i  Tim.  iv.  la*  Lei 
no  man  defpife  thy  youth. 

It  wonld  be  eafy  to  enlarge 
this  lift  by  aflbrting  texts 
with  topicks :  bat  it  may  be 
more  nfefal  to  obferve  that 
each  article  is  fabjeA  to  usa 
and  ABUSB»  that  is  to  fay, 
arguments  drawn  from  perfon 
are  ibmetimes  proper,  and  in 
fome  cafes .  abfurd. 

For  example  of  ufe, 

Monfiear  Saarin  takes  this 
topick  in  a  Sermon  on  oar 
Lord's  prayer  on  the  crofs 
for  his  executioners.  Luke 
xxiii.  34.  Father forgi*uethfm\ 
for  they  know  not  what  tbiy  do, 
'*  The  iit^  pretext,  with 
which  yon  colour  your  hatred 
and  vengeance,  is  the  Dignity 
of  the  fended,  and  the  little- 
nefs  ot  the  offender,  1  am 
the 
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than  it  could  have  been  in  that  of  any  other  ifa^« 
The  reafon  is  this,  he  of  all  the  men  in  the  world 

had 


the  offended  perfon!  I  who 
am  A  perfbn  of  diftinftion  I 
I  who  have  fach  an  equipage  I 
I  who  poffefs  a  very  large 
eftate!  I  who  have  fuch  an 
exteniive  influence!    I  who 
have  fo  many  pompous  titles ! 
1  am  the  offended  perfon ! — 
but,  when  we  come  to  exa- 
mine this  SUPERB  I9  we  fre- 
quently find»  it  is  nothing  at 
all;  it  is  a  man,  who  is  only 
dttft  and  aflies   hoifting  his 
haughty  head  in  the  world 
on  account  of  the  good  for- 
tune of  a  few  days,  and  who 
by  a  lucky  chance  (or  rather 
by  an  adorable  providence, 
which  often  puts  even  fcep- 
ters  into  hands  the  moft  un- 
worthy to  hold  them,  to  ihew 
us  how  little  we  ought  to  ac- 
count of  all  the  earth  calls 
glorious.)  this  creature  by  ca- 
price lives  in  a  great  houfe, 
thoueh  a  few  years  a?o  his 
ancettors  begged  their  bread. 
Well!— You   are  offended! 
You  grand!  YousuferbI 
You    illustrious!      Yon 
are  offended!  One  of  thefe 
inferior  «<»,  or  rather  in  your 
account  oneof  thffe  contemp- 
tible ii|s/^^/,  on  which  you  have 
the  condefcenfion  to   tread, 
has  raflbly  prefumed  to  look 
in  your  face,   yea  even  to 
oppofe  an  infolent  obffacle 
againft  your  fupreme  will! 
this  is  the  firff  pretext  of  in- 
fenfible  pride  big  with  re- 
venge.   But  this   muft  not 


only  be  propbfed  before  this 
pulpit,  it  muff  be  ftated  on 
Calvary,  in  the  prefence  of 
that  Jeftts,  whom  we  jaft  now 
heard  faying,   Ftttber  flrghoi 
tbem^  thty  know  n9t  vt9bh  tbe^ 
d:     Who  is  this  pardoning 
Jefiuf    who   are    the    mem 
whom  he  pardons,  and  whom 
he  prays  his  father  to  pardon  ? 
This  Jcfus  is  the  firfi-imn  •/ 
tviry  creaturif  it  is  he,  whom 
God  hath  made  both   Lord 
and  Cbriftt  it  is  he,  in  whole 
prefence  tvnykmt  mmft  how. 
And  who  are  theie  whom  he 
pardons,   and  for  whom  he 
prays?    they  are  men,  it  is 
needlefs  to  employ  any  other 
words  or  images  to  exprefi 
all  that  is  litUe  and  niean  ; 
yet  all  this  real  dignity  on 
one  part,  and  all  Imaginable 
meannefs  on  the  other  did  not 
appear  to  Jefus  Chriff  fuffici- 
entreaibns  for  with-holding 
his  love,  his  ideas  of  mag- 
nanimity  were  altogether  dif. 
ferent  from  yours."  &c.  Ser^ 
$Mn  torn,  u  fur  la  priire  do 
Ji/us  Cbrifi  four  fit  hoorrumx. 
Example  of  ahufi. 
There  was  a  book  publiflied 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  by 
a  Mr.  Fowler,  entitled  tbo 
9f  Qbrtfiiamtf.    Thia 


book  was  thought  by  manj 
divines  to  confound  the  doc- 
trine of  juftifi  cation  with  that 
of  fanftification,  and  fo  to 
render  the  attonement  of 
Chriff  ttfelefs.  John  Bunyan 
wroce 
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liad  the  greateft  reafon  for  refenttncnt  upon  worldly 
principles ;  for  never  was  there  a  man  more  per- 
fecuted,  never  a  man  more  unjuftly  perfecuted 

than 


vnMt  againft  tlie  book,  and, 
smonz  other  things^faid,  * '  the 
minifters  of  the  church  of 
England  are  a  gang  of  rab- 
ling  counterfeit  clergy,  who 
like  apes  blow  up  the  glory 
of  trumpery,  and  cover  the 
filthy  parts  with  their  tails." 
This  was  committing  thb 
VNPAaDOMABLB  SIN,  and 
a  namelefs  prieft,  not  conii- 
dering  how  twelve  years  and 
fix  months  imprifonment, 
with  various  other  cruel  per- 
fecutions  had  chagrined  and 
ibnred  the  good  man,  pub- 
lifiied  by  way  of  anfwer,  a 
quarto  of  78  pages,  entitled 
*»  Dirt  wip't  off— or,  A 
manifeft  difcovery  of  the 
grofs  ignorance,  erroneouf- 
nefs,  and  moft  nnchriflian 
and  wicked  fpirit  of  one 
John  Bnnyan,  Lay-preacher, 
in  Bedford,  which  he  hath 
ihewed  in  a  vile  pamphlet 
publifh't  by  him  againft  the 
defiga  of  Chriftianity.  -  -  « 
2  Pet.  ii.  I  a.  The/e  as  natural 
hrmti  heafis^  made  to  he  taken 
tend  dcfiroytd  (or  to  catch  and 
corrupt)  fpeak  evil  of  the 
things  that  they  underfland 

The  prieft  apologizes  in 
the  preface  for  *'  his  conde- 
fcending  to  defile  bis  fingers 
with  fb  y^ty  dirty  a  creature 
as  this  John  Bunyan."  How- 
ever as  he  had  **  been  near  20 

Vol.  II. 


years  or  longer,  moft  infa** 
mons  in  the  town  and  coun- 
ty of  Bedford,  for  a  very  pef. 
tilent  fchifmatick,  he  ap- 
pealed to  authority  whether 
this  brutifh,  blade-mouthed 
Rabfhakeh  ought  to  enjoy  any 
intereft  in  his  majefty's  tole- 
ration, and  whether  the  let- 
ting fuch  firebands  as  fall 
upon  the  nunifttrs^  the  difci- 
pline,  and  rites  eftabliih't» 
fuch  moft  impudent  malici- 
ous fchifmaticks  go  unpu- 
nifti't  doth  not  tend  to  the 
fubverfion  of  all  govern- 
ment." The  modeft  prieft, 
having  transferred  work  too 
dirty  for  himfelf  to  his  moft 
facred  majefty,  his  dread  fo- 
vereign  Lord  king  Charles ; 
andr  having  got  behind  the 
throne,  claps  his  hands  and 
defies,  John  "  Do  thy  worft, 
thou  fierce  and  fiery  Bedlam, 
Per fi ft  in  treafurtng  up  to 
thyfelf  wrath  againft  the  day 
of  wrath,  and  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of 
God." 

All  through  the  book.  De- 
vil and  Damnation,  two 
bound-bailiff's  retained  to 
ferve  the  churchy  are  out 
after  cne  John  Bunyan.  At 
length  they  feize  him,  and 
br^ng  h^m  before  his  fove- 
reign  lord  the  prieft,  who 
thus  condefands  to  fay  to  him, 
•'  Mr.  Fowler  fays,  that  Cal- 
O  via 
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than  he  5  he  was  perfccuted  by  his  own  countryintn 
the  Jews,  perfecuted  by  the  gentiles,  perfecuted  by 
falfe  brethren,  perfecuted  by  falfe  apofUe^,  perfe- 
cuted when  he  preached  the  gofpel,  perfecuted 
even  by  thofe,  for  whofe  falvation  he  was  labour- 
ing, perfecuted  to  prifon,  to  banifhment,  to  bonds, 
to  blood ;  how  amiable  then  is  fuch  a  precept  in 
the  mouth  of  fuch  a  man!  (9) 

How 


yin,  Peter  Martyr,  Mafca- 
las,  Zanchy,  and  others  did 
not  queftion,  but  that  God 
could  have  pardoned  fm, 
without  any  other  fatisfac- 
tion  'than  the  repentance  of 
the  fmner.  "  It  matters  not," 
replies  John,  "  I  have  nei- 
ther made  my  creed  out  of 
them,  nor  any  other  than  the 
holy  fcriptures."  What  John!*' 
rejoined  the  prieft,  "  becaufc 
jeu  have  not  mzde your  creed 
out  of  them,  do  the  judg- 
ment of  fo  many  men  famous 
for  learning  and  godlinefs 
iignifie  nothin?  with  jyou/ 
This  is  like  a  laying  of  your 
cw/tf  that  is,  of  one  com- 
pofed  of  pride  and  igno- 
rance !  how  came  fuch  a  piece 
of  nothing  as  thou  art  to  be 
fo  highly  conceited  of  thine 
o-wn  judgment!  out  of  the 
fcriptures  1  who  are  befl  ac- 
complilh't  for  the  under- 
Handing  of  them  ?  the  learn- 
ed or  idcots  !'* 

I  was  going  a  while  ago 
to  apologize  for  the  tailj  of 
John^s  apes  :  but  it  is  need- 
le fs,  for  feme  apes  have  long 
tails,  I  fee.  Cal'vin^  Zanchy ^ 
aTid  OTHBRS  faid  fo  and  fo. 


Very  well.  What  then? 
Why  then  I,  the  parifh  prieft, 
I  ape  thefe  great  men,  and 
chatter  after  them!  Very 
well.  What  then?  Why 
then  yon,  John  Bunyan,  you 
very  dirty  creature,  you 
fierce  and  fiery  bedlam,  you 
peftilent  infamous  fchifma- 
tical  layman,  you  muft  fay 
after  me,  as  I  do  after  others ! 
No,  fays  John,  this  would 
buckle  a  tail  of  coniequence 
on  the  pofteriors  of  an  ^pe ! 

(9)  Ho^  amiahle  are  ex* 
hortatiom  to  patience  in  the 
mouth  of  a  perfecuted  man! 
The  beauty  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  paflages  of  fcripture 
is  highly  fet  off  by  refledting 
on  the  perfons,  whofe  words 
they  arc.  Thus,— ^//  //  ««- 
nityy  and  *vexation  of  fpirit. 
Eccl.  ii.  II.  Who  fays  fo, 
a  monk?  No,  I,  the  wi fed, 
the  richeil,  and  the  moft  in* 
duftrious  prince  in  the  world, 
I,  who  had  genius  to  invent, 
fortune  to  purchafe,  and  in* 
duftry  to  execute,  I,  who 
built  houfes,  planted  viutyardtf 
and  fo  on,  I  declare  all  the 
world  is  <;fanity  in  itfelf,  and 

V€X' 
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How  forcible  is  fuch  a  precept  fupported  by 
one  of  the  greateft  examples  we  can  conceive  !  by 
the  example  of  a  man  whofe  intereft  feems  to  dic- 
tate a  quite  contrary  praftice !  When  we  give 
fuch  precepts  to  the  worldly,  they  never  fail  to  fay 
to  us.  Yes,  yes!  you  talk  finely!  you  have  never 
been  infulted  as  we  have!  had  you  met  with  what 
we  have  you  would  talk  otherwife !  But  there  is 
no  reafon  to  fay  fo  to  St.  Paul,  any  more  than  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  his  mafter,  the  author  of  this  divine 
morality  ;  for  who  was  ever  fo  pcrfecuted  as  Jefus 

Chrift? 


vixaiiw  to  him,  who  places 
his  felicity  in  it. 

Prov.  xxi.  if  //  istier  to 
Jweli  tM  a  comer  of  the  boufe^ 
top  than  with  a  brwwUng  tvo^ 
man  in  a  nvide  houfi.  Who 
fays  fo,  a  fellow  of  a  college? 
No,  a  prince,  whofe  feraglio 
contained  a  tboufand  luomtn^ 
X  Kings  xi.  3. 

Exod.  V.  Mofis  told  Pha- 
rfiob,  Thus  faith  thi  Lord. 
Who  prefames  to  give  lan- 
guage to  God?  A  man  to 
whomi  the  Lord  had  fpoken, 
TV,  I.  &c.  and  a  man  em«- 
powered  to  pxove  his  miffion 
by  miracles,  iv.  30,  He  ga- 
tbered  the  eUUrs^poke  the 
•fuords'^and  did  thefgns. 

Job  xxxvii.  23.     fVe  can- 

^foi  JSnd  the  Almighty  out.  The 

ottering    of   this    expreffion 

Vi^onld  be  a  difgrace  to  thofe, 

ivho    never  fludy :  bat  how 

beaotifol  10  the  month  of  a 

man    of  foul,  and  of  foul  //r- 

Jjbired  too!     See  Job  xxxii.  8. 

^  Cor»xii»  10.  Itakefha" 


fure  in  perfecutions*  Who  arc 
you,  a  rich,  reputable,  be- 
neficed gentleman  ?  No,  I, 
who  have  been  beaten,  nvith 
rods"^!,  who  have  fve  timet 
recii*ued  forty  ftripes,  fa*ve  one, 

1  glory  m  being  pcrfecuted. 

2  Cor.  xi.  24,25. 

2  Cor;  xii.  II.  /  ought  to 
he  commended  of  you — I  who 
gladly  fpend,  and  amfptnt  for 
you,  ver.   15. 

Solomon  refers  to  this  to- 
pick,  when  he  fays,  Excellent 
fpeech  hecometb  not  a  foolj  much 
lefs  do  lying  lips  a  prince, 
Prov.  xvii.  7. — And  Nche- 
miah  aded  on  it,  when  he 
faid.  Should  fuch  a  man  as 
I  flee?  Who  is  there  that,  be- 
ing as  1  am,  ivould  go  into  the 
temple  to  fa've  his  lifeP  Neh. 
vi.  11.—^  Chrift  fpoke  to 
Saul,  A^  ix.  4.  Saul!  Saul! 
why  perfecuteft  thou  me?~^ 
So  the  patriarch  to  his  bre- 
thren. Gen.  xlv.  3.  /  am 
Jofeph! 


P2 


(I)  Whi^ 
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Chrift?   and  after  him  who  fuffcred  more  than 
liis  fervant  St.  Paul  ?  (i) 

a.  You  may  alfo  very  properly  rcmaA,  that  to 
take  a  different  view  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  no  man 
was  more  obliged  to  teach  and  love  fuch  a  mora* 
lity  than  hinifelf.  Why?  Becaufe  of  all  thofc, 
whom  God  in  his  ineffable  mercy  had  called  to 

the 


(l)  Who  fuffertd  m&re  tbam 
St.  Paul  ?  Perfecution  has 
generally  been  on  the  pro- 
&ne  fide,  and  piety  on  that 
of  fafierers.  An  excellent 
jbreign  divine  takes  occafion 
from  St.  Paul's  infiidling 
blindnefs  on  Ely  mas,  A6is 
xiii.  to  enquire  whether  per- 
fons  called  hereticks  ought 
to  be  puniihed  by  minifters 
of  the  gofpel,  and  civil  ma- 
giflrates.  "  No,  fays  he, 
they  may  not — for  their  er- 
rors may  be  involuntary—* 
erroneous  opinions  may  be 
held  by  men  of  upright  lives 
•—If  they  cannot  believe 
fome  doftrines,  it  is  becaufe 
they  cannot  harmonize  them 
witn  their  own  ideas,  and  if 
they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to 
profefs  they  do  believe  them, 
while  they  do  not  believe 
them»  it  is  becaufe  they  caiN 
not  perfaade  themfelves  to 
teil  a  lie^Men,  who  dare 
not  difguife  their  fentiments, 
deferve  praife  for  their  fin- 
ccrity  rather  than  blame  for 
their  zeal — ^The  firft  defenders 
of  chriflianity  forbore  to  per- 
fccnte,  pleaded  for  liberty, 
and  promoted  •  religion  by 
perfoafion^-TertuUiaA  Tays^ 


Religion  is  a  work  of  choice, 
it  cannot  be  forced,  nodung 
is  more  oppoiite  to  it  than 
force.    (Sponii  fufcipi  debeat, 
non  W9  &c.  a  J  Scap.  cap.  2.) 
Laftantius,  and  Auguftine  is 
his    wifeft   days,  ipoke  die 
fame     language— -But    why 
quote  the  fathers  ?  A  greater 
mailer,  Jefus  Chrift   decides 
the    controverfy.     He    even 
left  his  oWn  apoftles  at  li- 
berty, IVill  yt  alJogoavHtff 
John  vi.  67.— -He  did  raofc, 
he  laid  before  them  the  fuf. 
ferings,  that  they  muft  en- 
dure  if  they    efponfed  his 
caufe.  If  any  man  will  c$me 
after  m/,  he  muft  take  up  bis 
crofs.    Mat.  xvL  24.     Confi- 
der  each  of  you,  if  you  will 
go  back,   yon  may-^If  yoo 
follow  me,   it  muft    be  by 
choice«p*It    would    degrade 
the  gofpel   to  .  ufe  force  to 
fupport  it,  by  fuch  a  con*> 
duft  religion  would  feem  to 
be  deftitute  of  fufficient  rea- 
fon  and  argument,  and  this 
would  put  it  on  a  level  with 
error  and  vice."     Difcomr.  dt 
MmiJuut   du  Beaufobn.  Pajf. 
de  VEgUfty  tram,  di  Berlin  • 
T>ifc.  xxxii.  Eljmas. 

(z)  &«// 
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^e  knowledge  of  the  truth,  he  had  been  the 
mofl:  concerned  in  cruel  efforts  of  rage  againft  God 
and  his  church  i  all  inflamed  with  fury  he  went 
from  Jerufalem  to  Damafcus  to  ravage  the  flocic 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  In  this  raging  Violence  of  his 
hatred,  God  made  him  feel  his  iove;  pardoned  his 
'fiqs,  foftened  his  heart,  and  from  heaven  cried  to 
him  Sauly  Sauk  fviy  perfecuteft  tim  m?  (2)  Who 
r.  ■  •  ^  •'  *    '     »  then'- 


(2)  SmU!  Stud.^  tuly  pit* 
fecuiifi  tb$k  m*  f  This  is, 
aflforedly^  ono  of  the  fineft 
expreffions,  that  ever  fell 
from  the  mouth  of  man. 
There  is  a  fimilar  paflage  in 
Micah  vi«  3,  O  my  peoplt ! 
Wbai  ba'vt  I  done  unf  tbaf 
Wbtrtin  home  I  wjearied  thee  f 
^iftijy  againfi  me^^What  ha<u€ 
I  not  done  for  thee  T  I  hr ought 
thee  out  ofihe  land  of  Egypt"^ 
I  fent  Mori  thee  Mofes  and 
Jiaron-^Kemimher  now  nvhat 
Balak  afiedr^and  what  Ba- 
Imam  amfwtredf  ver.  4,  5,  Our 
divines  are  greatly  divided 
ooncerning  the  circumftances 
attending  ^t.  Paul's  conver- 
fion.  The  moft  probable  ac- 
oount  is  thus  Hated  by  the 
judicious  v/riter  laft  quoted. 
— *Tlie  converted  Jews,  be- 
ing perfecuted  at  jerufalem, 
ibme  of  them  fled  tb  Damaf- 
cus, the  capital  of  Syria, 
about  ten  or  twelve  miles 
fiom  Jerufalem  (ibme  fay 
fcvcnty.) — Aretas  reigned  in 
Daaiafcus,  and  allowed  the 
Jevirifh  high-prieft  at  Jeru- 
falem to  exercife  his  jurif- 
di£kion  in  religious  matters 
ever  the  Jews  who  dwelt  in 


his  city»<-Thither,  properljp 
authorized,  Saul  was  going' 
on  the  priefts  perfecuting^ 
bufinefs— near  the  city  he 
and  ail  his  company,  heard 
feveral  thunder-claps,  at- 
tended with  feveral  flafhea^ 
of  lightning— one  of  thefe 
ftruck  Saul  blind,  and  he 
fell  flat  on  the  ground,  his 
face  being  toward  the  earth< 
-^In  this  ftate  he  lay,  and 
had  a  hea'venly  vision^  A£b 
xxvi.  19.  He  was  in  an- 
ecftacy,  and  forgettine  for  a 
while  his  body  and  (enfible 
objeAs  held  a  converfe  with' 
Jefus  •  Chrift— none  of  hir 
companions  heard  any  other  ' 
founds  than  thofe  of  thunder, 
AdsxxU.  ^.-— This  idea  does 
not  diminifli  the  evidence  of 
the  miracle— for  Jefus  dif- 
ccvered  his  knowledge  of 
Saul's  heart-— Ananias  had  a 
fimilar  viflon-— Saul  had  full' 
inftrudUons  given  him— mi-* 
raculous  powers  were  im* 
parted  to  him— The  apoftle's 
own  full  convidion,  con-* 
Armed  by  all  his  fubfequent 
condudl— all  thefe  prove  the 
reality  of  )iis  miraculous  con- 
ycrfion*^God  gave  the  law 
to 
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then  could  be  more  obliged  to  preach  mercy  than 
this  man,  to  whom  God  had  (hewed  fo  much 
mercy?  Might  he  not  fay,  when  he  gave  thcfe 
ruks  of  morality,  what  he  faid  on  another  fubjedi,* 
/  bave  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  I  deliver  unto 
ycuj  I  have  received  the  fame  mercy,  which  I  teach 
you.  Add  to  this,  the  apoftle  had  not  only  met 
with  pardoning  love  to  an  enemy  on  God's  part, 
but  he  had  alfo  experienced  it  from  the  church. 
Far  from  rendering  him  evil  for  evil,  far  from 
avenging  his  perfecutions,  the  difciples  of  Chriit 
reached  out  the  arms  of  their  love  to  him,  re- 
ceived him  into  their  communion,  and  numbered 
him  with  the  ^poftles  of  Jefus  Chrift, 


VIL 

Reflect  om  the  State  of  the  Person 
speaking  or  acting. 

Thus  in  explaining  i  Theff.  v.  ^6.  Rejoice  everr 
more^  you  mull  not  fail  to  confider  the  Itate  of  St, 
Paul,  when  he  wrote  that  epiftle ;  for  he  was  at 
Athens,  (3)  engaged  in  that  fuperftitious  city,' 
where,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  xvii.  of  Afts,  his  fpirit 
vfzsjiirred  in  him.,  obferying  fhe  city  wholly  given  io 
idolatry  \  where  he  was  treated  as  a  babler^  a  fetter 
forth  offlrange  Gods^  and  where,  in  Ihort,  he  was  the 

objcft 

to  the  Jews  by  Mofes  in  Moft  learned  men  think»  this 
thander  and  lightning,  a  epifUe  was  written  at  Co- 
voice  of  words,  and  eniigna  nnth,  whither  the  apoftle 
of  glory,  and  fo  he  eave  the  went  when  he  left  Athens  ; 
gofpel  to  the  Gentiles  by  this,  fay  they,  was  in  the 
Paul."  Beau/obre  Di/c.  xxx.  twelfth  year  of  Claadius,  and 
Qmv.  de  S.  Paul.  the  iifty-fecond  of  the  Chrif- 
(3)  Sf^  Paul  wrote  to  tin  tian  sera;  this  was  the  firft- 
iMfaUnua^    frwn    Athens*  written  of  all  his  epiiUea. 

(4)  Atbm 
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objed  of  Athenian  ridicule  and  raillery.  (4)    Yet, 
amid  fo  many  juft  caufes  of  grief,  he  exhorts  the 

Thcf. 


in  pagum  Atticaj  Eleufi- 
ncm  venit,  amiiTam  filiam 
mcerens,  et  iimul  qaserens, 
puerum  lacchum  fecum  duce-, 
bat.  Eidem  triflitia;  labore. 
et  iiti  confedx  Baubo  anus 
Eleufinii  pagi  indigena,  po- 
tionem  obtuuty  quam  Graeci 
yocant  cyceonem.  Sed  cum 
indaci  non  poifet  ad  biben- 
duniy  Baubo  res  illi  fuas,  qui- 
bus  faeminse  funt,  fub4udis 
veflibus  oftendere  coepit.  Puer 
lacchus,  qui  cam  matre  Ce» 
rere  ibidem  erat»  viils  pu- 
dendis  Baubonis,  man  am  ad«- 
movit,  et  blande  ea  Tucca* 
tere,  ac  contrcctare  aufpica- 
tus  eft.  Quae  res  Cererem  a4 
rifum  compulit,  ita  ut  cyce- 
onem mcerore  paululum  inde 
remiiTo  ebiberit.  Hie  eft  Cea^^ 
fas  Graccorom  Orphei  ver- 
fuom,  quo^  citat  Cleminst 
\CUm.  Alex,  tfult  in  admoHn  ad 
g€ntes.'\  in  quibas  exponendis 
et  corrigendis  fruftra  haAe- 
nus  omnis  do6toram  natio  fe 
torfit. 

Xl(  eisroMTa  mvK>JW^  avso'vpotlo^  ^ei{e  ts  ^avla 

Xitpt  rs  piv  piirl&rKt  ye}Mv  Bau^oui  u7to  xo>i'3rQii4 

Aiiaro  d*  cuoy^ov  ayyog^  vf  »  xvusuv  evtueilo. 
Salma/^  Plin.  Exerc.  in  C.  J.  Solini  Folyb'tftor.  fom,  i.  /.  750. 


(4)  Athens  ixhibited  many 
jufi  ^caufes  of^  grief.  What 
Jover  of  morality,  what  fer- 
vant  of  God»  can  help  griev« 
ing  at  feeing  the  wretched 
ftate  of  this^  th'e  firft  city  in 
the  heathen  world?  Bad  as 
w^  are»  yit  are  not  equal  to 
it.  The  idolatry,  and  immo- 
rality of  Athens  have  left  an 
everlafting  mark  of  imbecil- 
lity  on  mere  natural  religion, 
however  cultivated  and  im- 
proved it  may  be.  Athens, 
the  feat  oi  all  polite  litera- 
ture; Athens,  the  tutor  of 
ib  many  famous  hiftorians, 
philoibphers,  and  poets ; 
Athens,  where  one  would 
have  enquired  as  at  the  oracle 
of  God;  Athens,  fays  Pao- 
fanias,  had  more  Gods,  than 
all  Greece  befide!  Athens 
celebrattd  the  feafts  of  Bac- 
chus^  ac  which,  fays  Plato, 
I  have  feen  the  whole  city 
drunk !  At  Athens,  the  myfte- 
ries  of  Elenfis  were  a  part 
of  religion !   '^  Quum  Ceres 


S.  "Paul  ^voas  an  ohjeS  ef 
Jthenian  railkrj.  Raillery  is 
a  flight  low  kind  of  fatire, 
and    in  religion  it  operates 


only  on  little  minds  incapa* 
ble  of  much  reafoning.  Pe- 
dants, who  affefl  refinement 
of  fentiment,  and  liberality 
of 
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TheiTalonians  always  to  preferve  their  fpiritual  jojr^ 
not  that  he  meant  to  render  them  infenfible  to  the 
evils,  which  he  fufiered,  nor  to  the  afflictions  of 
the  new-bom  church :  but  becaufe  our  ibiritual 
affli&ions,  I  mean  thofe,  which  we  fuffer  for  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  his  church,  are  not 
incompatible  with  peace  and  joy  of  confcicnce: 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  particularly  in  thefe  affliftions 
that  God  gives  the  moft  lively  joys,  becaxife  thai 
he  bellows  on  his  children  more  abuhdant  mea- 
fures  of  his  grace,  and  more  intimate  communion 
with  himfelf.  Moreover,  on  thefe  lad  bccafions 
we  generally  become  better  acquainted  with  the 

pro- 


of foul,  and  fo  are  above  the 
tkud'doimg  dteds  of  vulgar  per- 
iecution,  and  who  at  the 
fame  time  imagine'  them- 
felvei  the  eldeft  ions  of  mnfes 
and  graces,  attaching  I  know 
not  what  ideas  to  habits, 
kard  words,  and  empty  titles, 
the  appiendaees  fometimes  of 
genius,  and  fometimes  of  in^ 
fipidity  and  folly ;  pedantick 
acadcmicks  I  fay,  are  won- 
derfully adapted  to  raillery, 
and  too  often  relieion  is  the 
fabje£t,  being  tnat  with 
which  they  are  leaft  ac- 
quainted. Low  wit  is  al- 
ways contemptible :  but  it  is 
fuperlatively  fo,  when  it 
prefumet  to  buz  about  fdi- 
gi9H,  A  great  man  fays,  '<  a 
quotation  out  of  HtaHbras 
makes  fome  men  treat  with 
levity  an  obligation  wherein 
their  welfare  is  concerned  as 
tSi  this  world  and  the  next : 
raillerv  of  this  nature  is 
cnouga  to  make  the  hearer 


tremble/'     AdHfimt     Fm- 
bolder. 

The  noble  aathbr  Qf  the 
charafterifticks  had  the  cou- 
rage to  attack  chriftianity 
with  this  theatrical  weapon. 
He  pretended,  ridicmle  was 
a  tell  of  truth :  but  his  lord- 
ihip  has  been  completely  an- 
fwefed,  and  among  bis  no* 
merous  vif^ors,  none  more 
fully  refuted  the  fdphifhy  of 
this  pretence  than  Brown.  If 
truth  can  be  difguifed  it  may 
be  laughed  at,  and  here  lies 
ail  the  myftery.  Socrates 
was  mifreprefented,  and  that 
buffoon,  AriflophaneiB,  ral- 
lied him  out  of  his  life.  Jefos 
Chrift  himfelf  was  ridiculed 
for  pretending  to  rovalty  :  but 
what  did  the  buflbons  firft? 
They  underftood  the  prin^ 
ciples  of  their  art,  and  firft 
clothed  him  with  a  foldier^s 
coat,  put  a  reed  for  a  fceptre 
into  his  hand,  a  crown  of 
thoros  on  his  head,  and  then 
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I^Yidenceof  God,  we  fed  an  aflurance  that  no* 

thing 


hwid  ih§  km§  hifire  him, 
wtacked^  rnii  faii  Httil  king  of 
fh$  Jewii  Mat.  xxvii.  29. 
So  Ahaziah,  being  hurt  by  a 
fall,  and  hanne  fent  me(l 
feagers  to  aa  idol's  oracla, 
who  retained  fooner  than  he 
expefted,  fneeringly  aiked. 
Who  ient  70a  back?  JFbat 
mmimer^fmammotubi?  They 
a»  Gontemptnoufly  replied, 
A  hmry  moHf  fwitb  a  girdle  ef 
hatbir  ahut  his  l<yns-^9L  pre- 
Midad  mtm  tf  Godi  What  a 
pretence  for  fneh  a  fellow  to 
make !  See  2  Kings  i.  7,  8, 
9,  10.  Afjjv  of  Godi  the  king. 
jidiby  Come  down.'^If  I  be 
m  mum  of  God,    let  fire  ami 


Some  fay,  **  Shaftefbnry 
contended  not  for  the  droll, 
and  the  bufibonifli ;  but  the 
komooronsj  the  eafy,  and  the 
facetiooa— ^hat  his   opinion 

Ridentem  dicere 
Quid  vetat? 

Rhetoricians  make  fix  forts 
of  Irony — i,  Sarcafiit  a  dog- 
like imjidt.  Nah.  iii.  14.  /, 
verbis  *uirtutem  illude  fuferbis, 
Vlrg.  Mik.  g, — i.DiaJyrmitSf 
SL  refroacb.  Friend/  nvberefore 
art  tbou  tome?  Mat.  xxvi.  $o. 
— 3*  Cbarientifmuty^/meotbing 
joke.  Bona  verba  quacfo*  f/r« 

4.  Afieifmui^  a  polite  banten 
1  Cor.  viii.    i.  iv.   8,  10.^- 

5.  MycterifmuSf  a  turning  up 
the  nofe.  Di  Mel iora!  Lake 
xvi.  14.— -6.  Mimefisj  a  mi- 
mcbittgt  I  Cor.  XV.  32.   Ifai. 

Vot.  !!• 


if  fairly  examined,  was  no 
more  than  this — that  ridicule 
may  be  made  of  excellent 
ufe,  either  againft  ridicvli 
itfelf,  when  falfe  and  mif- 
applied,  or  againfl  grave, 
fpecious,  and  delufive  im*' 
pofture:^  Beyle,  Sbafi.  Rem,  H. 
Let  ridicule  be  called  what 
it  will,  it  ufes  reafon  in  a 
very  buffbonilh  manner, when 
it  ufurps  the  throne  of  fober 
argument.  Has  Voltaire 
proved  any  thing  by  his  Op^ 
timijl  ?  or  Swift  by  his  fale 
of  a  "Tuhf  or  Butler  by  his 
Hudihras  f  Where  nothing  is 
proved  in  religion  nothing 
exifts,  and  where  nothing 
exift8,.,^.idicale  hath  nothing 
to  illnilrate.  On  the  con* 
trary,  where  a  fa  ft  is  fairly 
afcertained,  ridicule  may  co- 
'  lour  it,  and  illuftrate  it,  and 
then, 

VBRUM 

Horat.  Sat^  u  24,  25. 

xxviii.  15.  Micah  iii.  it. 
I  could  exemplify  all  thefe 
from  the  (ermons  of  our  di- 
vines, fome  proper,  becaufe 
true,  well-timed,  and  point- 
ed-—and  others  abfurd  for 
beine  either  groundlefs,  1)1- 
timed,  or  ill  tempered.  Wif- 
dom  fliouid  be  to  wit  what 
the  tutor  is  to  his  pupil. 
Thus  it  is  in  Bradbury's  fer- 
mons,  and  the  direct  con- 
trary in  South's.  See  vol.  i. 
p.  18.  note  5.— p.  14.  n.  3. 
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tiling  happens  without  his  orckr,  and  that^  hap^ 

pen 


(5)  tieflta  $9  thifttUi  9/ the 
/feaker^  &c*  Many  divines 
confider  thc^  general  ftate  of 
nan,  in  a  moral  view,  four* 
fold,  as  it  is  termed.  The 
£ril  is  zik^teafper/eainnocemci 
before  the  fall — The  fecond 
a  (late  of  total  depravity  an* 
der  the  fall — the  third  a  ftate 
of  Sfgutt  recoijery  after  rege- 
neration—the fourth  a  date 
of  perfe^  boline/s  in  heaven, 
BoftoiCs  fourfold  ftate  of  man. 

Mr.  Claude's  rule  includes 
jnore  than  the  moral  ftate, 
|ind  comprehends  every  thiivg 
that  goes  to  make  up  the 
condition,  in  which  a  per- 
fon,  who  {peaks  or  adls,  may 
be.  The  propriety  of  every 
a^ion  depends  on  its  exad 
£tnefs  to  all  the  circumftances 
of  him,  who  performs  it. 
Abraham  offered  to  facrifice 
bis  fon :  but  he  was  immedi- 
ately commanded  of  God  (o 
do  fo,  Gen.  xxii.  i,  2.  his 
conformity  to  this  command 
was  his  virtue — David  flew 
the  Amalekites,  and  Uft  net- 
tber-  man  nor  ivoman  altn/tf 
I  Sam.  xxvii.  9.  but  he  had 
iufficient  authority  from  the 
arbiter  of  life  and  death  to 
do  fo,  Deut  vii.  i,  2.  See 
ill.  2,  3>  4.  the  Ifraeiites  ^0r- 
ronvid  jeivels  of  Jil*uer  and 
Jewels  of  j^old  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  never  returned 
4hem,  ExoJ.  iii.  22.  but  they 
a^ed  under  the  higheft  au- 
thority, vcr.  21. — There  are 
innumerable  a^ons  of  this 


kind,  and  aa  atteation  to 
circumftances  is  the  only 
way  of  folvine  the  difficul- 
ties, that  attend  an  expoiitioQ 
of  them.  Stripy  fpeakinet 
all  natural  anions,  like  idl 
material  beings,  are  necef- 
fary,  proper,  ufefal,  and  lau- 
dable  in  certain  pofitions. 
The  wifdom  of  man  is  to 
place  and  arrange  them,  to 
ivery  thing  tbtri  is  afkafon^  and 
a  tinu  to  every  pwfojk  mmder 
beofuen^  a  tinu  to  viep,  a  thai 
to  laugb~^a  timo  to  UMimr,  a 
time  to  dantO'-^a  time  to  em» 
brace^  a  time  to  refreum  from 
embracing'-^^a  time  to  loie,  a 
time  to  baiO'^a  time  ofvoar^  £ 
time  of  peace,  &c.  £ccl.iii. 
I  to  8. 

S.  Paul  ufes  this  topick  to 
elucidate  that  famous  theolo- 
gical enquiry  concerning  the 
future  ftate  of  retribution,  as 
it  regards  pagans — ^Jews— 
and  Chriftians.  fTben  God 
fball  judge  tbe  fecrets  of  men 
bv  Jefus  Cbrift,  as  mat^t  as 
have  ft  fined  ivitbont  law,Jball 
alfo  perifi)  njoitbotit  Upw»  and 
as  many,  as  bipve  finned  in  tbe 
la*w,  Jhall  be  judged  by  tbe  law* 
Tribulation  and  anguijb  Jball  be 
upon  eifery  foul  of  man  that 
doth  evil,  of  the  Jew  frft, 
and  alfo  of  the  Gentile.  They 
(hall  be  differently  puniflied, 
becaufe  they  finned  under 
different  circumftances.  Rom* 
ii.  16,  12,  9. — If  the  de- 
fpifers  of  Mofes's  law  died 
lAiithout  merey,  of  bow  much 
forer 
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pen  what  will,  all  things  work  together  for  good  fa 

them 


fmrtr  funifiment  fi>all  defpifers 
of  Chrift's  gofpel  be  thought 
voithy  ?  Heb.  x.  28, 29. 

Tlmshc  illoflrates  the.cha- 
rity  of  the  churches  of  Ma- 
eedonia— they  were  liberal  in 
mgrtat  trial  of  affliaiouy  and 
in  diif  fwtrty^  2  Cor.  viii. 
I,  2,  &C.  Thus  he  enforces 
his  requeft  to  Philemon, 
tb^u  otveft  unto  nu  thine  own 
ftlfj  19.  and  recommends 
Chnefimns  to  him,  not  noa»  as 
a  firvant  only  :  Isa  a  brother 
boUved,  16. — And  thus  S. 
Peter  heightens  his  account 
of  the  impiety  of  falfe  teach- 
crs,  and  the  mifery  of  back- 
Aiders.  2  Pet.  ii.  i8,  19,  20, 
2I9  22. 

Here  follows  an  exempli- 

£catioB  of  our  author's  rule. 

A&sxxiy.  25.  The  preacher 

having  obierved  from  Jofe- 

phos  the  charaders  of  Felix 

and    Drafilla,     and    having 

given  a  brief  hidory  of  his 

avarice,  luxury,  andoppref- 

£on,  proceeds  to  admire  the 

wifdom   and    courage  of  S. 

Paul,  his  wifdom  amid  fuch 

a  variety  of  fabjeiQs  in  choof- 

iflg*  to  fpeak  of  righttou/nt/s 

to  a  covetous  man ;  temper  ante 

to  a  man  devoted  to  4uxury ; 

^snAjndgmetJ  to  come  to  a  man, 

whofe  government  had  been 

oppreffive ;  having  remarked 

the   cburage  of  the  prifoner, 

lie    adds,     ''  My   brethren, 

vrhen  men  preach  to  eftablifh 

their   reputation,  when  they 

ibek   their  own  glory  inftead 

of  that  of  Jefus  Chrift,  they 

igbopif   fvbje^s,    in    which 


they  can  difplay  thei  r  geniu 
and  flatter  their  hearers.  Do 
they  preach  before  a  profeHed 
infidel  ?  they  choofe  ro  fpeak 
only  of  morality,  and  would 
bla(h  to  mention  the  venera- 
ble words  covenant^  fatisfac  • 
ticn.  Do  they  preach  before 
giddy  high-minded  people, 
wlyo  would  be  offended,  if 
the  duties  of  religion  were 
preffed  home?  The  whola 
fermon  fhall  confift  of  elec- 
tion, reprobation,  and  irrei> 
fiftible  grace.  Do  they 
preach  before  a  lafcivious 
court?  the  fubjeft  fhall  be 
the  liberty  of  the  gofpel  and 
the  me^-cy  of  God.  There 
is  an  art  of  allying  (an  art 
truly  deteftable ;  but  an  art 
too  well  known  in  all  ages: 
of  the  church)  there  is  an  art 
of  allying  our  own  interefts 
with  thofe  of  our  miniftry, 
and,  without  renouncing  his 
character,  a  politick  preacher 
will  aim  at  harmonizing  his 
preaching  and  his  pailions. 
Servant  of  Jefus  ChriH,  and 
ilave  to  his  own  interefl,  he 
makes  merchandize  of  God*s 
fwordl  Court-preachers!  pub- 
lic pefls !  behold  St.  Paul  and 
blufh  at  your  bafenefsj  be- 
fore Felix,  before  Drufilla  he 
cries,  the  unclean  fifall  not  in- 
herit the  J^ingdom  of  God.  Jn 
your  pulpits  he  would  have 
defcribed  in  lively  colours 
innocence  opprefTed,  the  faith 
of  treaties  expiring,  the 
Rhine  overflowing  with 
blood,  the  Palatinate  fmok- 
ing  in  its  own  aflies!  -  -  - 
P«  but 
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them  that  love  God.    This  gives  us  true  reft,  a  joy 
which  nothing  is  capable  of  difturbing.  (5) 


bat  let  mlnifters  fuppbrt  the 
dignity  of  their  charader, 
never  had  orators  a  finer  op- 
portunity of  being  heard 
with  attention ;  never  were 
fubjefts  more  fufceprible  of 
a  grave  and  fober  eloquence 
than  thofe  of  which  they 
treat.  They  have  the  moft 
powerful  motives  to  work 
withy  and  the  ftrongeft  paf* 
fions  to  work  upon.  They 
have  an  eternity  of  glory  to 
promife,  and  an  eternity  of 
aiifery  to  denounce.  They 
are  fent  by  a  m  after,  in  whole 
prefence  all  the  kings  of  the 
univerfe  are  but  as  the  /mall 
dttft  of  the  balanci.  Behold 
S.  Paul  all  penetrated  with 
the  dignity  of  his  office !  he 
forgets  the  grandeur  of  Fe» 
lix  !  he  does  more,  he  makes 
him  forget  himfelf !  he  makes 
him  receive  even  cenfures 
with  refpedt !  he  preaches  of 
rigbteou/ncfey  temperancij  and 
Judgmtnt  to  comtV'*  Saurln* 
Ser.  torn.  x.  /er.Jixiemej, 

One  of  the  mod  ridiculous 
i^rmons  that  1  have  met  with 
is  abaiive  of  this  common 
place.  In  general  the  to- 
pick  is  pfr/on—*\n  particular 
iioik////0»— -and  in  a  more  ef^ 
pecial  manner y^;ir.  "  Luke  i. 
26.  The  angil  Gahritl  tvoi 
fint  to  a  ^virgin  effou/td  to  a 
man  tttboft  name  fwas  Jofephf 
of  tht  houfe  of  J)a*vidy  and  the 
fpirgin^s  name  *was  Mary,  -  We 
j|ce  the  virgin  in  her  peri- 
gaBQQy  a^d  her  degrees  in 


this  lower  part  of  her  orb 
are  prick't  out  in  the  text. 

1.  A  virsin  foppofeth  a  'wa^ 
many  a  degree  below  man-^ 

2.  A  ^virgin  one  degree  below 
woman.  -  -  -  A  virgin  is  a 
cypher,  God  made  it  not 
—3.  Efpon/edf  that*6  Ibme- 
what  lower  yet.  It  is  God's 
and  the  king's  highway  from 
maid  to  wife :  but  is  neither, 
and  therefore  inferior  to 
both— f4.  To  Jofefby  diit 
brings  her  lower  iUll-*5. 
Of  the  bon/e  of  Dowdy  lower 
ftill— 6.  Her  name  Maty, 
yet  lower.  Her  hafl>aad 
could  not  call,  Mary!  but 
it  reminded  her  of  her  po* 
verty — 7.  Qf  Natuintby  we 
are  now  at  the  ground*  nay 
the  grave,  for  Galilee  was 
in  the  region  of  the  fhadow 
of  death.  From  this  lowlf 
f^ate  of  Mary  we  gather  coa* 
fort  for  ourfelves,  for  i .  Oar 
foul  is  a  woman— 2.  She  is  a 
1/trgin^^^.  She  is  efponfed  to 
fome  favourite  ftudy-— 4.  To 
the  boify,  that  is  to  the  fiefii» 
which  is  the  carpenter's  ibop, 
and  the  fpirit,  which  is  the 
carpenter— 5.  This  carpenter 
is  nobly  defceaded— 6«  Marj 
is  Lady,  and  that's  the  Ibul^s 
name  coo — 7.  She  dwells  hera 
at  Nazareth,  &c.  &c."  This 
Sermon  is  entitled  "  TAe 
Virgut  Maryy  preached  in 
S,  Nlarf^  College  (New  Ccrf- 
lege)  Oxford,  on  tad^-dsLj^ 

164I.  By  the  LEARNED  The* 

m^  Mafter,  B.  D/* 
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VIIL 


Remark    the  Time    of    a  Word  or 
Action.  (6) 

For  example,  St,  Paul  in   his  firft  epiftle  to 
Timothy  requires,  that  in  the  publick  lervices  of 

the 


(6)  Rimari  the  time  of  an 
txprefflon  or  a&ion.  Time  is 
an  article  of  fo  mach  confe* 
quence  to  the  propriety  of  all 
IwbUck  oradonsy  that  rheto- 
riciaos  always  lay  it  down 
as  a  principal  role. 

"  In  judiciis  freqnentifli- 
ma  eft. « •  Si  dicatur  fignator» 
qni  ante  diem  tabularam  de- 
ceftit;  ant  commifine  aliquidy 
vel  cum  infans  eflet,  vel  cam 
cmnino  nsUus  non  iffit.  Prx- 
ter  idy  quod  omnia  facile  a/- 
gnmenta,  ant  ex  iis,  qu^ 
ante  rem  fada  fant,  ant  ex 
conjunStii  rei,  aut  confiqiunti^ 
biu  ducutitur,"  J^/«/«  ItiJI. 
lib.  V,  cap,  lo. 

Cicero  makes  a  fine  ufe  of 
this  place  in  his  oration  pro 
Mil.  —  pro  legi  ManiL  —  pro 
Cal.  kc. 

Divines  very  joftly  lay 
down  the  fame  rule  as  of  the 
Qtmoft  importance.  **  Im- 
primis hoc  tenendum,  atife 
itmniay  ut  textus  accommo- 
detur  ad  praefentia  temporal 
quod  in  omnibas,  quoad  po- 
tc'ft,  fieri  debet."  Urfini  Me- 
thod, form.  Condon. 

The  fame  writer  adds, 
that  **  as  cveiy  uxt  c^tains 


a  variety  of  matter,  the 
preacher  neither  can,  nor 
muft  attenipt  to  difcufs  all, 
and  therefore^  as  he  will  be 
obliged  to  fele^  fome  one 
article,  it  would,  be  unpar- 
donable to  feleA  that,  which 
was  leaft  fitted  to  the  time.*' 

Another  fays  the  fame  of 
commonplaces,  that  the  for- 
m'er  faid  of  the  text.  *'  As 
it  would  be  a  v^in  attempt 
to  ufe  them  all  at  any  one 
time,  fo  the  preacher  will  be 
obliged  to  make  a  choice, 
and  he  ihould  choofe  thofe» 
which  bed  fuit  the  rime. 
Non  femper  omnes  tradan- 
dos  e/Te:  fed  habito  deleda 
pnecipuosy  atque  eos  in  pri- 
mis,  qui  prafentihus  Audita* 
ribus  magis  conveniunt,  et 
ad  prafentem  ecclejiig  ftatum 
quadrant . .  reliquos  in  aliiid 
tempus  refervandos  efie.*' 
Georg.  Sobnii  de  interp.  Eccle^ 
Jiaftica. 

I  believe,  it  will  not  ap- 
pear needlefs  to  prefs  an  ob- 
fervation  of  this  article,  when 
we  confider  how  nuny  ab- 
furdities  proceed  from  an 
inattention  to  it. 

V  They, 
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the  church  prayers  fliould  be  made  for  all  fnm; 
but  frft  for  kings^  and  far  tbofe  that  were  in  au- 

tb^ity. 


1.  They,  who  read*  fer- 
mons  compoTed  by  others, 
are  very  often  furprized  into 
violations  of  time.  A  Ger- 
man divine  fays,  ^*  One  of 
thefe  retailers  of  fmall  ware 
having  picked  up  an  old  ho- 
mily compofed  fome  years 
before  when  the  plague  was 
raging  in  the  country, 
preached  it  to  his  congrega- 
tion on  the  Lord's  Day.  To- 
ward the  clofe,  having  (harp- 
ly  reproved  vice,  he  added 
for  tbtje  fvices  it  is^  that  God 
has  liijitid  youy  and  your  fa-- 
milits  nvitb  that  cruel  /course 
the  flagutf  txjhich  is  no^w 
/f  reading  every  *^hert  in  this 
iown.  At  his  uttering  thefe 
words  the  people  were  all  fo 
thunder-ftruclf ,  that  the  chief 
magidrate  was  obliged  to  go 
to  the  pulpit,  and  to  aik 
him.  For  Qods-fake^  Jtr^  par- 
don  the  interruption^  and  in^ 
form  me  'where  the  plague  is 
that  I  may  infiantly  endeavour 
U  prevent  its  farther  fpread^ 
ing^^The  plague^  fir  !  replied 
the  preacher,  /  knov}  nothing 
about  the  plague*  Whether  it 
be  in  the  town  or  not,  it  is  in 
nty  homily.  Sive  pedis — five 
non — ego  lie  in  pollilla  mea 
reperi.  Keckermanni  Rhet. 
Ecclef    lib.   }i.    cap,  poflrem. 

1,  They,  who  fpend  all 
their  time  in  confuting  old 
fftons     believed    formerly. 


but  exploded  now;  or  ia 
dating,  explaining,  and  efla- 
bli(hin^  fome  truths,  former- 
ly denied,  or  doubted,  or 
mifunderdood,  but  now  ge- 
nerally believed  by  their  au- 
ditors; they  are  inattentive 
to  time,  and  are  heard  with 
difgud.  Thefe  preachers 
would  aft  with  lefs  impro- 
priety, were  they  not  to  af- 
fc€t  to  be  the  fole  conferva- 
tors  of  orthodoxy.  ' 

3.  The  dodrine  of  time 
is  very  important  on  the 
fubjed  of  prophecies -^ou  tha^ 
of  miracles-'^-'-'^xtraordinary 
gifts'-^dreams'^'^ifions'^revt' 
^ations^'^^infpir^tions''^—  &c. 
Pretenders  to  thefe  midakp 
time  in  a  manner  very  grof^ 
indeed.  There  goes  a  pro.* 
phecy  about  of  Bi£op  IJflicr's 
concerning  the  fiaytng  of  the 
witnejfes^  Rev.  xi,— There  arc 
many  miraculous  events  re- 
lated by  Fox  of  the  Englidi 
reformers— There  are  many 
extraordinary  and  extrava- 
gant tales  told  in  Clarke's 
lives  of  the  Puritans — and, 
in  (hort,  there  are  enthufiafts 
in  all  our  parties,  though  in 
none  fo  many  as  in  the 
church  of  Rome.  The  stt^ 
Deids  are  Enthufiads,  wit- 
nefs  the  miraculous  anfwer 
to  Lord  Herbert  of  Cher- 
bury's  prayer — but  all  thefe 
forget  the  ti;ne,  in  whic)i 
(hev  dve  j  for  now  they  ought 
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thorityl  Here  it  is  very  natural  to  rcmirk  the 
time.  It  was  when  the  church  and  the  apoftles 
were  every  where  perfecuted;  when  the  faithful 
were  the  obje£ts  of  the  hatred  and  calumny  of  all 
mankind,  and  irl  particular  of  the  cruelty  of  chefe 
tyrants.  Yet  hone  of  this  rough  treatment  could 
ftop  the  courfe  of  Chriftian  charity.  St.  Paul  not 
only  requires  every  believer  to  pray  for  all  men  : 
but  he  would  have  it  done  in  publicky  that  all 
the  world  might  know  the  maxims  of  Chriftianity, 
always  kind,  patient,  and  benevolent.  Believers 
confider  themfelves  as  bound  in  duty  to  all  men^ 
though  men  do  nothing  to  oblige  them  to  it.  He 
was  aware^  malicious  flanderers  would  call  this 
worldly  policy  and  human  prudence,  and  would 
£iy,  Cnriftians  only  meant  to  flatter  the  great, 
and  to  court  their  favour ;  yet  even  this  calumny 
does  not  prevent  S.  Paul,  he  orders  them  to  pray 


not  to  expcA,  nor  the  world 
to  believe  fuch  iDformation. 
In  the  famous  difpute  be- 
tween Dr.  Middleton,  and 
hit  opponents,  concerning 
the  timg,  when  miraculous 
powers  tea/ed  in  the  chrif- 
tian church,  four  things  are 
rendered  very  clear— i. That 
there  had  been  trui  miracles, 
otherwife  there  would  have 
been  no  counterfeits — 2. 
That  miracles  afforded  fo;/- 
iteuce  very  popular  and  pleaf- 
ing— 3.  That  iropofture  vt- 
ty  early  infeded  chriilianity 
— and  4.  That  credulity  is  a 
great  blemifh  in  a  minider, 
and  propagates  error  and 
vice  more  than  truth  and 
virtue. 

Not  to  enlarge,  we  fhall 


only  obferve,  time  elucidates 
many  fcriptures.  Lev.  xviii. 
7bou  foalt  not  takt  a  <iuifi  /# 
her  ffttr  in  her  lifi'time^  this 
law  forbids  polygamy :  but  it 
does  not  prohibit  the  marriage 
of  the  iifter  of  a  deceaftdvjife* 
— 2  Kings  V.  26.  //  it  a  time^ 
to  rectimt  money  ?  —  Ifaiah  i. 
I/aiah/aw  a  mifion  in  the  dayt 
§f  Uzxiabf  &c. — Ifai.xi.  lo* 
in  that  day  a  root  ofjeffejhall 
ftandfor  an  «r/^ff.— Eph.  ii. 
12.  At  that  time  ye  nvere 
•without  Cbrift — 2  Sam.  xvii. 
7.  The  ccunfel  is  not  good  at 
this  time — Ifai.  Iv,  6.  ^eek  the 
Lord  ivhile  he  may  hefcund,^^ 
Phil,  iv,  Te  /ent  onto  and  a" 
gain  to  wy  neceffity*  —  Jcr. 
xxviii.  16.  This  year  thou  Jhalt 
die,  ice*  kc. 
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pubUddy^  and  Jirft  for  civil  governdrs*  We  ought 
always  to  difchar^  our  duty,  and,  for  the  refl:, 
ibbmit  to  the  uiyuft  accounts  that  men  ^ve  of 
our  condud.  (7)  ^ 

IX. 

Observe  place.  (8) 

St.  Paul  lays  to  the  Philippians,  fergetting  tie 
things^  wlricb  are  behind^  and  reaching  forth  umt^ 

tbofe 


(7)  Example.  Mr.  Saurin's 
obiervatioDs  on  Peter's  denial 
of  Chrift,  and  Chrift's  love 
to  Peter  are  drawn  from  this 
ibarce.  Thetimt  of  Peter's  de- 
nial makes  his  crime  black 
indeed !  the  timt  of  the  lord's 
looking  at  him  illuminates 
his  looks !  Hear  our  preacher. 
•'  At  the  very  time,  when 
Jefus  Chrift  was  riving  the 
tendereft  marks  of  his  love» 
Peter  discovered  the  blackeft 
ingratitade  to  him ;  whila 
Jefus  redeemed  Peter,  Peter 
denied  him;  while  Jefu» 
Chrift  yielded  to  the  bloody 
death  of  the  crofs  for  Peter, 
Peter  refuied  to  confefs  him  ; 
but  -  •  •  Jefus  looks  at  him  I 
My  brethren,  what  do  thefe 
looks  fay  I  how  eloquent  ate 
thofe  eyes!  never  was  a  dif- 
courfe  fo  eSedlual,  never  did 
an  orator  exprefs  himfelf 
with  ib  much  force!  It  is 
the  man  of  griefs  complain- 
ing of  a  new  burden  while 
he  is  ready  to  fmk  under 
what  he  already  bears.    It 


is  the  beneficent  rtdamtr  pi« 
tying  a  foul  ready  to  oe 
loll  r  It  is  the  ap9ftU  tf  jmr 
profeJJioH  preaching  in  chains. 
In  fine,  it  is  the  fi^ftrtigm 
of  the  hearts  of  men,  the  u- 
mighty  God  curbing  the  ef- 
forts of  the  devil,  and  taking  ^ 
his  conqueft  away." 

TYitit  four  laft  articles  are 
the  parts  of  the  fecond  divi« 
fion  of  the  difcourfe.  Stuarm 
Set.  torn,  i.  fur  P  MmiuHm  ii. 
S.  Fierrt. 

(8)  Obfervt  pUtci.  Rheto^ 
ricuns,  aJFter  Quintilian,  put 
this  article,  place,  under  the 
head  fuautitjy  and  the  latter 
gives  Cicero's  oration  Ibr 
Slilo  as  an  example.  We 
will  explain  it  by  a  fcriptore 
example,  zsA  ftrnti  %b$  cafe  of 
Eliiha  cavfing  the  dcaUi  of 
forty-two  children  for  ridi- 
culing his  bald  head.  2 
Kings  ii.  23,  24,  2C.  The 
ftatin^  of  a  cafe  is  tne  iflue, 
to  which  it  is  brought  frona 
the  compUint  of  the  accn^, 
and  the  dtftntt  of  the  accofed. 
Thuf, 
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thofk  tbittgi^-itthkh  are  hfore^  I  frefs  toward  the 
mrk  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  iH 

^  "       Chriji 


Thus,  let  OS  foppoft,  Eliiha 
was  accufed  of  killing  forty- 
two  children.  Eli  (ha  con- 
Mtd  he  killed  them  ;  but 
faid,  he  killed  them  Ju/fj* 
Now  the  i^ating  of  the  cafe 
here  is,  whether  Elifha  killed 
the  forty-two  children  juffy. 

A  cafe  may  be  ftated/(>«r 
ways.  I.  A  cafe  is  ccnjt^u- 
ral,  when  it  is  enquired,  whe- 
ther the  thing  were  ^^x^  or  not. 
As  whether  Eiijha  did  pro- 
cure the  ^eatb  of  thefe  chil- 
dren ?  fwo  heetrt  came  and 
tare  /^/w.— 2.  A  cafe  is  fat- 
tive,  when  we  enquire  into 
the  name,  natnre,  and  i/efi- 
mthn  of  the  fnppofed  crime, 
8s,  EliihzkilifJ  them :  but  he 
did  not  commit  murJer,  where 

mvJer  rauft  be  denned. 

3*  A  ca(e  in  quality  is,  where 
it  is  enquired  in  what  manner 
a  hSt  was  done,  as  Elifha 
killed  the  children  :  but  he 
did  it  juftly.  Here  we  mufl: 
eaqolre  into  circvmftanca^  and 
prove  what  in  this  cafe  may 
be  deemed  yj^,  or  unjuft,-^ 
4.  A  cafe  in  qmatftity  is^  when 
we  enqnire  into  the  greatnefs^ 
Ofjmalhef}  of  a  crime.  Here 
we  amplify  or  diminifh;  and 
by  confidertng  how  the  fa  A 
was  circumitanced  by  time^ 
FL  A  c B,  ■  Hjoordt^  a n'd  aSions^ 
eaqairing  who?  what? 
where  ?  by  whole  aid  f 
why?  how?  when?  and 
comparing      tiime«      with  ^ 

Vol.  II. 


things,  we  determine  what 
may  be  deemed  great  or  httle. 
Place  is  of  great  ufe  in  the- 
ology, both  to  prove  and  //- 
luftrate.  Mofes  firft  publifhed 
his  miflion  in  the  moft  learn* 
ed  court  in  the  world  at  that 
time,  confequently  later  pro- 
phets had  a  right  to  glory 
that  God  fent  Mofo  and 
Aaron  to  fhew  figns  and 
wonders  in  the  land  of  Ham* 
Pfal.  cv.  26,  27. — The  pro- 
phets taught  in  publick 
places  before  aflemblies  of 
the  whole  nation,  and  hereia 
they  gloried  over  the  affedted 
privacy  of  falfe  idol  prx)- 
phcts.  Ifai.  viii.  19.  IVU 
%ari$  feepy  and  mutter-^-^xlvm 
19.  /  have  not  fpoken  in  fe* 
critt  in  a  dark  place  of  tb$ 
earth — Pfal.  xl,  9.  /  havt 
preached  rtghteoufne/s  in  the 
great  congrega  tion.  ■  Jefm 
Chrift  publilhed  his  revela- 
tion in  a  place  the  moft  like- 
ly in  the  world  to  defe^  a 
falfe    prophet — Mat.   ii.    u 

Ze/us  ivas  horn  in  Judea^^ 
uke  iv.  15.  Jefus  taught  Im 
their  fynagogues — Mat.  y.  i^ 
On  a  aountain^-^SLt.  xiii.  a* 
By  thefea-Jid^ — John  viii.  ^^ 
In  the  temple^OxM  Lord  ufcd 
this  topick  before  the  priefls 
at  his  trial.  John  xviii.  20^ 
I /pake  openly  to  the  tjuorld  ^  I 
ever  taught  in  Ihe  Jynagogue% 
and  in  the  tempUy  ^whither  the 
Jenui  always  re/ort^   and  in 
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Cbriji  Jefus.    The  place  where  he  writes  this  fur* 
nilhes  a  very  beautirul  condderation.  He  was  then  in 

prifin. 


fecrit  have  I  /aid  notbtwg.-^ 
The  apoftles  bore  witDefs  of 
his  relurrecllon  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoft  in  the  very  city 
where  he  had  been  put  to 
death— *in  publick  places— 
and  in  courts  of  judicature. 
Adls  ii.  46*  ^hiy  continutd 
daily  in  the  tempU — v.  20. 
Goftand  and/peak  in  the  temple 
t§  tbt  people  all  the  nuerds  of 
this  life — xxvi.  26.  This  things 
king  Jlgrippa<t  Rnas  net  dome  in 
et  comer.  John  iii.  23.  John 
nvas  baptizing  at  Enon,  beeaufe 
tbere  n»as  mucb  '*uater.  In  all 
thefe,  and  fimilar  pafTages, 
place  IS  proof 

Place  ferves  alfo  to  illuf 
trate,  Deat.  xxxii.  10.  Tbe 
Lord  inftru^ed  bis  peotle  in  tbe 
fwafle  bowling  'wildernefs'^ 
Amosviii.  129  il.Fleeawajf, 
feerf  into  tbe  land  of  Judab^ 
propbejy  not  again  any  more  at 
Betbeli  for  it  is  tbe  king^t 
<hafely  and  it  is  tbe  king's 
€ourt — ^John  iv.  6.  Jefus  fat 
on  tbe  w.//-^John  ii.  2.  Botb 
Jefus  and  bis  difciples^  were 
called  to  tbe  marriage  of  Cana^ 
and  bis  motber  was  tbere — A€tt 
xix.  21.  Paul  purpofed  in  tbe 
fpiritf  nvben  be  had  pajfed 
tbrougb  Macedonia^  ondAcbaia^ 
to  go  to  Jeru/akmy  /"^y^^gt 
After  I  ba've  betn  tbere,  Imufi 
alfo  fee  Rome.  Whataftretch 
of  foul ! 

<<  Circa  locum  fpe£latur, 
facer  fit  an  prophanus-*pub- 
iiicus   an  privatn^tnui  an 


alienus— 'freqnens  an  folita- 
rius — pauperis  an  divitis<— 
honeHi  nominis  an  infiunis* 
Turpins  erat  Antonio  pro 
roitris  in  confpe^lu  popiiU 
Romani  vomere.  Ncc  inde- 
corum eft  bono  gravi  que 
viro  domi  in  nuptiu  faltare, 
quod  in  foro  faceret  indecen* 
ter;  aut  in  balneo  nudare 
corpus,  quod  m  conTino 
turpiter  fieret.  Item  gravior 
culpa  eft  in  templis  garrire 
frivola,  aut  oculis  fichari 
puellas  quam  in  fbro  ant 
theatro,  &c/'  Erafim.  do  RaU 
concionandi,  lib»  ii. 

The   laft    article,   ment^ 
oned  by  Erafmus,  is  of  very 
little  ufe  in  regard  to  the  non- 
conformifts  in  this  country, 
for  a  man  would  be  accounted 
little  better  than  wild  among 
as,  if  he  ftiould  whifper  and 
ftare  people  out  of  connte- 
nance  daring  divine  fervice : 
but  in  fome  places  of  woHhip 
fuch  vulgarities  are  too  com- 
mon.   Complimentine*  whim- 
pering, ftanng,  andkioking 
people   ottt  of  countenance 
with  glalTes  in  places  of  ovar^ 
Jbip    are    indecent   prances 
imported  from  the  theatre* 
and  extremely    oftenfive  to 
all,  who  diftinguiih  between 
religion  and  a  farce.     Sach 
indecencies  are  below  {erioos 
reproof,   efpecially  the   laft. 
Aneafyceniure,  and,  Itkink, 
the    beft    the  offender     de- 
fervtSy  when  he  opticifes  the 
premclier» 
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frifofh  ^  Rome,  loaded  with  chains,  and  deprived 
of  his  liberty;  yet  he  fpeaks  as  if  he  were  as  much 
at  liberty  as  any  man  in  the  world ;  as  able  to  aft 
as  he  pleafed,  and  to  diipofe  of  himfelf  as  ever : 
he  talks  of  having  entered  a  courfe,  running  a 
race,  forgetting  things  behind,  preffing  toward 
thofe  that  were  before,  and,  in  fliort,  of  hoping;  to 
gain  a  prize ;  all  thefe  are  adtions  of  a  man  enjoy- 
ing fuU  liberty.  (9)  How  could  he,  who  was  in 
a  prifon,  be  at  the  fame  time  on  a  race-courfe  ? 
how  could  he  run,  who  was  loaded  with  irons? 
how  could  he  hope  to  win  a  prize,  who  every  day 
expefted  a  fentence  of  death  ?  But  it  is  not  difficult 
to  conciliate  thefe  things :  his  bonds  and  imprifon- 
ment  did  not  hinder  the  courfe  of  his  faith  and 
obedience.  His  prifon  was  converted  into  an 
agreeable  Sudium,  and  death  for  the  Gofpel  might 
well  be  confidered  under  the  image  of  a  complete 

viaory. 


fteacher,  is  for  the  preacher 
to  take  his  own  glass  out  of 
his  pocket  and  opticife  him 
again.  I  have  (een  a  man 
of  no  fmall  facefo  confound- 
ed by  this  treatment  as  to 
blaih,  and  go  backward,  and 
qnit  the  place.  It  happened 
ttnlackily  for  this  pulpit- 
gaacer,  the  preacher  was  ex- 
plaining to  his  people  at  the 
very  time.  Mat.  vii.  12.  All 
things  njobcufifuir  ye  ivculd' 
thm  men  fifould  do  to  you^  do 
y€  foen  fo  to  them ;  for  this  is 
tb$  Iww  and  tht  fropbits. 

Examples  might  be  given, 
were  not  this  note  already 
too  long :  but  two  excellent 
ones  may  be  feen  in  Saari&'s 


Sermon  on  the  life  of  a  tour* 
tier  J  from  2  Sam.  xix.  32' — 39. 
and  in  Bp.  Maffillon's  to  his 
clergy  on  the  conduct  of  a 
clergyman  in  hi^parijh.  in 
both,  refle6iions  arife  from 
the //^// in  queftion.  Saur. 
Ser,  tern.  iii.  ^.'^MaffiUott 
Confer,  torn,  i.  8. 

(9)  ^  (^ifi  toward  the  mark^ 
Phil.  iii.  14.  Eft  in  hoc,  ec 
dnobus  foperioribus  veriibus, 
condnua  qusdam  metaphora, 
fumpta  ab  iis  qui  curm  cer- 
tant  in  ftadio ;  et  voces  hie 
nfurpatx  (unt  flam  agomfUca^ 
et  Icriptoribus  agoniftlcis 
ufirpatae.— See   i  Cor.    \x^^ 
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viftory,  for  a  martyr  gains  an  unfading  crown  ai 
a  reward  of  his  fuferings.  (i) 


CoN3iD£a  mt  Persons  addressed.  (2) 


Let  us  again  take  S.  Paul's  words  for  an  ex- 
ample. Recompenfe  to  no  man  evil  for  evil^  Rom. 
jcii.  17.    They,   to  whom  the  apoftle  addrelTed 

thcfe 


(1)  Re*ward  cf  Martyrdom, 
The  primitive  Chridians 
•confidered  martyrdom  as  the 

highed  dignity,  to  which  a 
man  could  afpire;  hence 
Cyprian,  Epiphanius,  liidore 
and  others,  particularly  Ter- 
tullian«  fpeak  of  martyrdom 
as  a  far  more  glorious  reward 
than  the  Grecian  combatants 
gained  in  thdr  games :  and 
their  rewards,  lis  Tuliy  fays, 
were  the  moft  glorious,  that 
Greece  had  to  beftow.  "  Cer- 
taminis   nomine  Ikut  nobis 

martyria  prop^onit, Hie 

quoque  liheralitas  magis 
quam  acerbitas  dti  prsecft. 
-  -^-  Amavit  qu«e  vocavc- 
rat  in  falutpm  invitare  ad 
fi;loriam :  ut  qui  gaudeamus 
iiberati  exuUemus  itiam  corth- 
matt,  ^irtut,  adnt,  Gnofiic, 
cap»  6. 

(2)  Confider  tbt  pfrfnns  ad-^ 
drejfed.  A  knowledge  of  the 
perfons  add  re  (Ted  is  a  branch 
of  fcience  eHTcntial  to  a^nini- 
&tr  in  feveral  parts  of  his 
minifterial  labours.  For  ex<v 
ample. 

J .  Inftudying  tht  holy /trip'' 
HifUn  I'bc  propriety  of  inocb 


fcHpttire  language^  efpecially 
that  of  the  bold  figurative 
kind  can  only  appear  by  the 
genius  of  the  people  ad- 
drcfll'd.  Sec  Ezck.  xvi.  23. 
Joel  ii.  2",  6ct.  Nahum  ii. 
lii,  &c.-««Tlije  eauity  asd 
fitnefs  of  many  mofaieal^  i^^- 
tutts  appear  by  a  compariibn 
of  them  with  the  condition 
of  the  people.— The  dif- 
ccfurfes-  of  oitf  ^«<vfMr»  mA 
the.  epiftles  of  S.  P^id  are 
both  more  beautiful  and 
more  intelligible  by  this  con* 
fideration-^The  theological 
fyflems  of  the  Jews,  the  mo< 
r,al  philofophy  of  tbe  learned 
heathens,  the  mythology  of 
the  vulgir  herd  of  pagans. 
and  the  conditions  of  primi- 
tive churches,  all  elucidate 
the  doetrittu  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment 

2.  Knowledge  of  peribns 
addreflfed  ia  eUential  in  the 
pQpiJh  and  hitrarcbual  coa- 
troverfy.  While  thefc  oeco* 
nomies  are  embraced  by 
mercenary  men,  rewarded  by 
ilate  emoluments,  and  guard- 
ed by  the  fword,  it  will  be 
bu(  loll  laboar    to  addrefs 
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thtk  words^  were  Romans^  whafe  perpetual  m^xim 
was  violently  to  revenge  pxiblick  injuries,  and  to- 
tally to  deftroy  thofe,  who  intended  to  deftroy 

them. 


dignified  priefls  on  articles 
of  fartbef  reformation.  It 
wa^  an  apt  fimilirude,  that 
an  ingenious  gentleman  ufed 
concerning  the  popi{h  cere- 
'  monies  retained  in  fome  re- 
formed churches  under  pre- 
tence of  bringing  Romanifts 
over  to  themfelves.  **  You 
refemble»  faid  he,  a  floating 
veffel  failened  to  a  rock  by  a 
rope ;  if  you  in  the  veflel 
think  to  pull  the  rock  to  you 
•by  the  rope,  you  will  find, 
on  trying,  a  contrary  efFeft 
will  follow.  Hence  that 
well-known  faying  of  Bi (hop 
Bonner ;  when  he  heard  that 
Cranmer  and  Ridley  had  re- 
tained fome  ceremonies  of 
the  Roman  church,  he  ex- 
claimed, **  Since  our  broth 
goes  down  with  them  fo  well, 
they  will  ihortly  feed  upon 
the  beef  too!**  An  exclama- 
tion rather  low  and  unepifco- 
pal :  but,  however,  it  was 
the  moll  prophctival  vulga- 
rifm  that  his  lord(hip  ever 
Bttered,  as  the  after-hillory 
of  the  Englifii  epifcopal 
church  plainly  (hewed.  See 
LtiJois  Du  Moulin^  uhi  /up, 

3.  Knowledge  of  perfbns 
is  eEential  to  a  minifler  in 
addreffing  both  the  righteous 
and  the  'wkked.  No  man 
addrefles  the  wicked  ib  for- 
cibly as  he,  who  bed  knows 
l^liioan   natore  in   general. 


and  the  condition  ,of  each 
"  firtner  in  particular.  Had 
our  Dean  Swift,  who  often 
went  difguifed  into  low  com- 
pany to  iludy  human  nature 
unmafked,  made  a  holy  ufe 
of  his  knowledge  by  reprov- 
ing and  reforming  fuch  peo- 
ple, he  might  have  been  one 
of  the  mod  ufeful  miniilers 
of  his  day.  A  man,  who 
has  feen  human  nature  in  fuch 
places  is  in  pofleffion  of  a 
thoufand  topicks  not  to  be 
Icarn^^d  in  higher  life,  where 
almoft  all  is  trick  and  maf* 
querade,  what  Archbiftiop 
Leighton  fomewhere  calls  an 
interchange  of  vanity  and 
lies.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
in  regard  to  the  pious  part 
of  an  auditory.  What  can 
a  young  fpark,  who  has  no 
piety  himfelf,  nor  one  pious 
intimate  in  the  world,  fay 
to  pious  auditors  wor:h  thoir 
hearing !  Religion  itfelf  is 
difgraced  by  being  in  fuch 
company.  To  put  a  bible 
in  fuch  a  man's  hand  is  like 
hanging  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's 
Principia  about  the  neck  of 
a  beaft.  All  other  things 
may  be  difpenfed  with  :  but 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
fingular  exercifes  of  pious 
minds  under  conviction,  con- 
veriion,  temptation,  afflic- 
tion, in  proipedls  of  death 
and  in  retrofpe^  of  iin,  can 
never 
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thetn»  or  had  offered  them  an^  affronts^  wk- 
neis  the  Carthaginians  and  Corinthians*  They 
totally  deftroyed  Cartha^  becaufe  (he  had  carried 
her  arms  into  Italy  by  Hannibal's  means,  and  had 
been  upon  the  point  of  ruining  Rome.  Corinth 
they  facked  and  burnt  for  having  affronted  their 
ambafladors.  (3)     You   may  wb  remark  this 

par- 


mtfver  be  difpenred  with  in 
a  minifter  of  religion^  nor 
can  he  attain  this  knowledge 
without  ptrfonal  experience. 
We  often  fpeak  of  a  mi- 
nifter's  /peaking  to  the  btart. 
The  phrafe  is  icriptoral,  and 
as  Erafmus  obferves,  is  there 
ofed  for  the  iomfoUtot^  Ian* 
gua^e  of  the  gi/ptK  m  dif- 
tin£lion  from  that  of  the  law, 
which  convids,  and  con- 
demns. See  Ifai.  xl.  2.  Hof. 
11.  14.  Now  this,  as  he  adds, 
cannot  be  done  bat  by  a 
man,  whofe  own  heart  has 
been  comforted  by  the  fame 
con(blation.  '*  Nullus  aa- 
tem  poteft  loqui  ad  cor  po- 
puli,  nifi  loquatur  ex  corde." 
Di  Rat.  Co9c  Ii6.  i.  The 
phrafe,  ^ak  to  tbi  hearty  in 
modern  ufe,  ftands  for  that 
excellent  talent,  which  fome 
minifters  poflefs,  of  addrefT- 
ing  the  confcience,  bringing 
home  the  matter,  to  the  man, 
fpealcing  ad  nm^  ad  bominem^ 
what  ihall  I  call  it  ?  It  di- 
,  mides  afundtr  foul  and  fpiritt 
and  is  a  difcvuirer  rf  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart.  Heb.iv.  12.  Such  a 
jninifter  farrounds  his  audi- 
tor,  and  wraps  him  up  in 


convi&ions  of  fin,  or  in  mc- 
filiations  of  God,  which  aie 
neither  fe*w  nor  fmalL 

3.  Knowledge  of  peribhs 
is  eflential  to  a  minifter  in 
enforcing  duties.  He  mnft 
diftinguifh  hnfbands,  wives 
— matters,  fervants— gover- 
nors, fubje^s — parents,  chil- 
dren—-minifters,  magiftrates, 
&c.  and  give  to  each  his 
portion  in  due  feafon,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth. 

4.  Finally,  knowledge  of 
perfons  is  e&ential  to  cajtajhj. 
Cafes  of  confcience  differ  in 
different  circumftaaces ;  not 
that  there  is  one  gofpel  for 
the  rich,  and  another  for  the 
poor :  but  becaofe  the  fasiu 
God  onMT  all,  being  rith  in 
wurey  to  all,  requires  different 
fervices  in  different  circum* 
fiances.  See  ASU  xxi.  20, 
2 1 ,  &c«  xxi.  40.  Gal.  ii.  2. 
iv.  13,  20,  &c* 

(3)  The  Romans  foihd  Co- 
rinth for  ajironiing  their 
lidors, 


haffadors.     See  Aptiam  in  LvS, 

—rell.  Paterc.  lih.  iL  16 

See  alfo  the  juft  refleftions 
of  Bifhop  Bojket  on  thefe 
fubjedls  Hijl.  Uninferf  vol.  !• 
chap.  6.  and  above  all  let  us 
never  forget  that  neceffsr^ 
remark 
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pardcular  circumftance  %  that,  although  die  Ro* 
mans  had  fucceeded  in  avenging  their  injuries, 
the  empire  owing  its  grandeur  to  fuch  excelSes, 
yet  their  fuccefs  did  not  hinder  the  apoftle  from 
frying  Recompenfe  to  no  man  evil  f$r  evili  becaufe 
Beitha:^  examples  nor  fuccefles  ought  to  be  the 

rules 


remark  of  Mr.  RMm  in  hisJn- 
€Umt  Hifi.  vol.  xii.  b.  26.  p.  2. 
€•  2.  **  PeffiB  mtrmlit^  it  n§ 
^nhm  f  be  Uarmti  omt  /rtm 
ibe  wQPrd  of  G4J,*'  not  chst 
mtaral  refigion  with  all  its 
blindntis  conld  allow  of  thefe 
cxceflQM.  See  Ciara  4U  OjfU. 
lib.  ill.  bot,  after  admitting 
all  its  excellencies.  It  leaves 
m»  proud,  and  far  from  the 
image  of  God :  exhibiting 
ind^  fomething  Of  the  ra- 
tional, bat  deba£ng  it  with 
a  mixtore  of  the  bratal  and 
infernal.  When  we  refer  to 
Tarions  anchors,  andvarions 
articles  tending  to  elncidate 
the  holy  fcriptnres,  we  do  ib 
on  fappofition  that  it  is  pro- 
per to  compofe  a  fermon  of 
ieveral  topicks  prooerly 
cbofen  and  arranged.  Moft 
divines  make  mixed  obfer- 
▼ataons,  that  is,  they  fome- 
times  take  them  with  the  ut- 
TooSi  propriety  from  various 
Iborces,  as  from  perfin^^lacit 
Sbc.  The  following  example 
will  explain  my  meaning. 

*'  2  Sam.  iii.  38.  Know  yi 
wgi  tbat  tberi  is  a  frincu  tmd 
u  griM  man  fallen  tbis  de^  in 
Ifi-oiU  -  -  -  Obf.  I.  k  great 
n&an's  death  pailes  not  with- 
out publick  notice  ;  the  King 
jMdi  Knnwje  not,  &c.  Obf.  2, 


Sxiraardhuby  perlbns  are  not 
exempted  from  the  oommoix 
laws  of  mortality ;  tbefrime^ 
emd  the  great  man  falL  ObC 
|.  They,  who  ftand  in  htgli» 
itand  in  the'  moft  flippenf 
piaees'y  Abner  fell  by  aiflTa^- 
fination.  ObC  4.  The  bel^ 
land  is  not  a  place  privi- 
ledged  againft  Uie  arreft  of 
death.  Abner  fell  in  ^4//." 
Cemmemoratimi  Sermon  en  tbe 
deatb  of  Colonel  Cbar,  Coven-* 
dijhf  Jlain  in  tbe  Jer^ice  of 
Cbar.  I.  Preacbed  at  Darfy 
1674,  iy  Wm.  Naiknt. 

Nothing  can  bemoreplaia 
and  fimple  than  thefe  obfer* 
vations,  yet  from  them  the 
preacher  derives  a  great  va- 
riety of  edifying  inftrufUons^ 
very  pertinent,  and  very  pro- 
per to  the  occafion. 

The  time  of  S.  Paul's  con<* 
veriion  is  confiderable,  for  it 
was  when  he  was  in  the 
higheft  rage,  and  when  the 
church  was  moft  deprefled—- i 
The  place  alfo  is  remarkable^ 
it  was  near  Damafcns.  Seve* 
ral  'otber  circnmft antes  aUo 
heighten  the  glory  of  it» 
thonder,  lightning,  &c  A 
difcourfe  on  SauFs  converiioa 
is  therefore  properly 
See  BeauJobr$  Difc. 
tern.  vi. 
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rules  of  our  condufl:,  byt  fqlely  the  wiU  of  God^ 
and  the  law  of  Chriflianitiy,  (4) 


(4)  The  repealed  nvill  of 
Gdd^  and  not  tbe/ucce/s  ofthofe 
'who  depart  from  it^  ftfould  he  a 
Cbriftitu^sryle  ^f  aSinn.  ThU 
remark  is  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  theology.  The 
whole  book  of  job  feems  to 
have  been  written  with  a 
view  to  this  article.  Job  was 
abided.  His  fronds  tt>ought« 
hU  condition  a  proof  of  his 
impiety.  Not  at  all,  replies 
Job,  The  tahtrnacUi  cf  robbers 
proffer,  and  they,  that  provoke 
God,  are  fecure,  xi  •  6> 

There  are  five  forts  of  mi- 
nifters,  who  ought  to  iludy 
this  article,  i.  They  who 
make  worMly  profperity  a 
mark  of  the  true  church  of 
ChriA.  It  is  certain,  we 
fhgald  never  find  the  head  of 
the  church  by  this  rule,  and 
it  is  not  likely  we  ihoald  dif- 
cover  his  members  by  it.  See 
vol,  i.  page  280,  note  5. 

2.  Th^  who  afpire  at 
nothing  in  the  church  but 
preferment,  and  by  unwor- 
thy adions  obtain  it,  fhould 
regard  this  fubjed.  Thefe 
reprobates  lofe  all  fenfe  of 
the  guilt  of  fuoceeding  in  the 
picafHFe  of  fnecefs. 

3.  The^t.  ought  to  iludf 
this,  who  choofe  their  rdi* 
gioQ  by  popularity,  who  em- 
brace what  mod  allow  be- 
CJ^oie  the  molb  allow  it.  The 
religion  of  Chrift  is  aa  «in« 
iavoury  thing  to  the  vitiated 
taAes  of  the  bulk  of  man- 
Idad:  and  he,  who  eicpfi&i 


to  find  wholefome  food  on 
tables  prep n  red  by  fuch  per- 
foBS,  wilt  find  himfelf  OB  a 
trial  groisly  deceived. 

4.  They,  who  impofe  on 
their  own  confcicnces, ,  and 
flatter  theniAlves  into  un- 
fcriptural  compliances  under 
pretence  of  obtaining  wider. 
fields  of  ufeiulueff.  are  in— 
der  th^  fame  fad  mill^kew 
They  fucceed,  in  whati  la. 
doii  g  partial  good ;  for  theie- 
are  troths,  which  they  dajc 
not  memion.  hey  fiiccoed* 
in  what  ?  In  doing  mcmeatarf 
good,  wh^ch  expires,  whea 
they  depart.  Succcfs  tt> 
them(<:lves,  and  not  to  the. 
caufe  at  large,  is  their  objed« 
Were  they  to  refufe  compU-. 
ance  with  what  their  coa- 
fciences  abhor,  they  might 
fiorm  PRSE  fixieties,  whick 
would  perpetuate  diemfelves^ 
and  even  their  miniiier  by 
chooling  a  fuccefiioa  like 
him.  Aiasi  how  flew  have 
fuch  extcnfire,  difin^ereiied 
vie%vs ! 

5.  They  ^e  alfo  far  fixMa 
Monfienr  Claude's  obferr»- 
tloo,  who  adopt  any  chin^ 
in  the  courfe  of  their  bu-* 
nifiry,  how  fiUy  foever,  thtf 
givds  them  popularity,  whick 
they  call  the  iucceft  of  th« 
gofpel.  Diogenes^  going  to 
declaim  to  a  very  Dew  audi- 
tors, and  loth  to  iay  that  t» 
a  Usm^  which  was  wofthy 
of  beii^  hcacd  by  saaay,  hiL- 
jpa  (to  ila^  th£  jQfxri^  «£ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     2*9      ) 


XL 
ExAMmt  irstt  t»ABLTi<ctrtAk  State  xfi^  Vtist^i 

ADt)R£SSED*  (5) 

For  example,  recompenfe  to  n6  num  evH  for  evih 
JSc.  Paiil  inrm  to  RoOians :  but  16  Rttnten  Chtf^ 

HtiHs% 


WUch  fixm  farought  aaditors 
aroanil  him,  Anaximefiesy 
M>t  bdng  able  to  a^rad  the 
^fttmtioii  of  his  atidiciice  by 
nawly  decraiitoinffy  took  out 
tome  rcry  fine  mCfiSr,  and 
AcoLh&od  idle  eye^  W  at- 
Wotion  of  his  aoditors.  At- 
•lentioo  acquired  ftf  ibcfa  odd 
methods  is  not  worth  hiving, 
imd  yet  hoitr  many  means  as 
]BMitmcal  as  thefe  have  been 
Ut  00  bjr  preachers  nnder 
|ireti9ice  of  exciting   atten- 


•bqairine  popnlari^ 
«ad  enfnrittg  fitc'cefs.  Via. 
i>mm.  Heinfii  Una  Afim^  p.  i. 
(;)  SxamM  ihi  p^ttiaJar 
jtMUtfftrfmtiuUr^.  Thas 
we  accodht  for  mapy  ioem- 
ing  d6ntnuB6tions  in  fcrip- 
tnrei  Mofes  ioiade  a  ferpent 
of  brif9»  Nom.  xxi.  9.  He- 
ftefciah  broke  it  in  pieces> 
iieoaufey  hi  bis  dm^s^  the  tbil" 
4ttn  of  ifitul  did  bum  inaufi 
fit,  %  Kings  Xviii;  4  — ^One 
prophet  fays,  Bh^tkiSrmm^ 
fit  4m  the  Mtw  moon,  nnd  on  pUr 
^fidmm  feufi  dajs^  fir  tbis  is  a 
Jhauti fir  ifrofly  and  u  law  9 f 
ibi  God  0/ Jacob.  Pfal.  Ixxxi. 
3^  4.-^Aoocher  ftys,  Nensf 
moom  tmd  fiMaihs  I  c^mmt 
•ttMry  wib,    tvm  tbi  fiUUm 


wuktng  is  impUlf.  My  fidl 
banth  tbom,  for  yiittr  basoJt 
m-e  fill  of  biood.  Jfai.  r.  13, 
l^.-^/  faii  indeod  tiy  boufo 
/boUlH  walk  biforo  me  for  Ofvor  : 
but  wow  tbe  Itrdfaitbj  Bf  itfkr 
froik  fim.  I  Sam.  ii.  ^o.-^Ji 
mobaf  imftmttt  Ijl^dt  cometrmimg 
a  utUkk  to  dujhof  it,  if  tbaf 
nmtiom  tttrm  from  fbrir  onril^  I 
will  repent*  Jer.  xflii.  7,  8.<m 
Man  is  juftlfed  by  fsutb  nvifb^ 
oki  tbe  deeds  eftbe  la^va.  Rom« 
iii.  tS. — By  works  mem  isjiU*^ 
iified^  emd  nm  iy  faitb  onlj\ 
James  ii.  14.  Thefe>  and  a 
thonfand  other  paflTages,  a^ 
harmonised  only  by  an  at- 
tention to  the  partilcnlar  con- 
dition of  the  peribns  oA^ 
drefled.  StPaul  beantifullf 
calls  this  variety  a  cbange  if 
'voice.  Gal.  it.  ad.  Tbe  fame 
heavenly  Inftrador  fpeaks: 
but  fpeaksy  fb  to  fay,  in  dif- 
ferent tones  adapted  to  thd 
diiferent  tempers  of  the  av-^ 
ditors.  This  notion  of  revda^ 
tioo  is  a  very  juft  one^  and  as 
it  aathorizes  uor  minifters  in 
varying  their  addreffes  t6 
their  hearers,  fo  it  condemns 
thofe  loofe»  defn^tory  decla* 
mationi,. which  addrefs  ail* 
and  fo  ^ffed  none. 
It  Thi 
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iianSy  who  faw  themfelves  hated  and  perfecuted 
by  their  fellow-citizens,  and  in  general  abufed 
by  the  whole  world.  Yet,  however  reafonahle  it- 
fentment  might  apjpear  at  firft  fight,  the  apoftk 

would 


The  pecttliar  drcumfbuices 
of  the  perfon  fpeaking  alfo. 
ferves  to  account  for  many 
things,  that  fall  under  the 
immediate  notice  of  theolo- 
gidSy  and  at  firft  appear  very 
unaccountable*  We  will  ex- 
emplify a  Few* 

I*  Nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  to  hear  men  of 
equal  abilitet  affirm  direBly 
tomtrary  to  one  another  on 
the/une  fabjed.  TiUttfim  zxidi 
Holtrofi  had  been  chamber* 
fellows  at  Clare-hall.  Til- 
iQcfon  declared  in  his  old 
^%^*  **  I  do  in  my  con- 
fcience  believe  the  [eft/copal] 
church  of  England  to  be  the 
beft  conflitttted  church  in  the 
world."  Sirm,  en  i  Cor,  ixi. 
15.  Holcroft  thought,  the 
epifcopai  church  of  £ngladd 
was  an  image  of  the  beaft, 
as  favage  and  lAre  filly  than 
the  beail  itfelf.  How  are 
we  to  account  for  this  vari- 
ety ?  Confider  the  condition 
of  each  fpeaktr.  The  image 
of  the  beail  made  Tillotfon 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury ; 
and  the  beft  conftituted 
church  in  the  world  was  very 
near  hanging  Holcroft  for 
non-confbrmicy. 

2.  Nothing  is  more  fre- 
quently feen  than  the  fame 
divine  difierins;  from  himfelf. 
Stillingflcct  did  fo.    In  his 


Irenktm^  he  declared  tkat 
preibyterian  government  was 
more  conformable  to  fcrip* 
ture  and  reafon  than  Epifco- 
pacy— -that  Bifliops  ought 
not  to  impofe  any  ceremo* 
nits,  which  have  no  firan-' 
dation  in  fcrij^tnre— >that 
fchifm  was  on  their  fide,  who 
impofed  ceremonies,  and  not 
on  theirs,  who  refufed  fab- 
miffion  to  them.  But  in  his 
Anfwer  to/everal  latt  freatifit^ 
he  calls  thofe  fchifinadcks, 
who  deny  fubmiffion  to  the 
government  of  the  epifcopai 
church  of  England,  and  addb^ 
<*  The  conftitution  of  <mt 
church  ftands  upon  this  >£a^ 
p9int9  all  things  are  lawf«l# 
which  are  not  roaaiB- 
dbk/'  Wheaee  this  (b*£fe* 
rence?  The  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  ipeaker  is  to  be 
confidered.  The  Irtmcum 
was  publiihed  when  tha  as* 
thor  was  minifter  of  one  fin* 
gie  Sutton  ia  Bedfordihiiv* 
The  Anfrvtr  came  out  about 
^  8  years  after,  when  •  .^  •  • 
what  ?  God  forbid  we  fhould 
fay,  men  ihould  not  live  and 
learn  :  but  it  hapjiens  very 
unlttckilv,  when  illumina- 
tion ana  preferment  coma 
together ! 

3ifliop  Stillingfleet's   op- 
ponents  faid,    the  point   on 
which    his     church    ftood» 
"  would 
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woold  not  have  them  obey  fuch  psdions  as  the 
light  of  reafoii,  the  inftin<5t  of  nature,  and  the  dq- 
ftrc  of  their  own  prcfcrvation  might  fcem  to  excite. 

He 


**  wonid  make  a  pare  fricaf- 
fee  of  religion,  it  woald  jaf- 
dfy  the  addition  of  oil, 
cream,  fpittle,  and  fait  in 
baptifm,  and  it  would  as 
aoch  authorize  a  minifter  to 
»areach  the  |;ofpel  with  a 
Jielmet  on  his  head,  and  a 
fword  and'  buckler  in  his 
haiid»  as  iigns  of  our  fpiri- 
tual  warfare,  as  it  would  the 
crois  in  baptifm.  It  is  not' 
enough  in  religion,  that 
things  are  not/crSMen,  they 
in  aft  -be.  eommanitd,  Jer. 
Tii.  31.''  L4wis  Dm  Moulin 
ubifufr^. 

3*  Divines  have  feen  a 
wliole  church  change  its  doc- 
irhuf  and  yet  retain  its  crctds^ 
and  tefts  of  orthodoxy ;  and, 
what  is  more  extraordinary, 
declare  the  famt  teHs  the 
guardians  of  twofyftems  of 
divinity  as  ofpofitt  as  particu- 
lar election  and  general  re- 
demption, and  both  of  them 
go{pel  fbr  the  time.  What  I 
Has  the  eofpel  of  1555  been 
explained  by  any  new  reve- 
lation iince,  or  is  the  old  gof- 
pel  an  unartain  found  f  Nei* 
ther :  bat  the  particular  corir 
ditions  of  leading;  chur9hn)tn 
have  altered  with  the  times, 
aud  with  the  tempem  of  civil 
governors. 

4*  Divines  have  feen  a 
church  change  its  temfur  .o( 
^overmng,  and  yet  not  alte;^ 


.  lis  form  of  government.  Stra-' 
tagem  and  col lu Hon,  dupli- 
city and  foft  worda  took 
place  with  Tilfotfon,  and 
Tenifon,  of  Parkerian  fire, 
and  Laudean  pride.  The 
latter  in  days  of  yore  ex-' 
communicated  and  perfecut- 
ed  non-conformifts  to  death : 
but  the  former  in  later  times 
tell  us  they  pity  and  pray  for 
us,  and  efteem  us  their  dear 
brethren  in  Chrift.  Have 
they  made  an  abatement  of 
one  word  in  terms  of  confor- 
mity/r^jw  ibi  day  that  Ifrael 
came  up  out  of  Egypt  to  this 
day?  Confider  Mr.  Claude's 
eleventh  common  place,  tak$ 
adwe^  fpeak  your  minds^  and 
firft  ofallgi^ut  tl>anks  for  kings  t 
and  for  all  that  are  in  auiho^ 
rityy  that  you  lead  quiet  and 
peaceable  li^ues  in  fill  godlinefs 
and  bonefty  / 

J.  We  fometimcs  amufe 
ourfelves  with  contrafting  the 
great  doeu    with    the    great 

,fyffi!rers  in  religion  in  the 
days  of  our  anceHors.  We 
weigh  the  merits  of  Fox  and 
Coverdale  a?ainft  thofe  of 
Cranmer  and  Cox— We  fet 
Cartwright  againft  Whitgift 
•—Baxter  and  Bates  againft 
Laud  and  Cofins — Watts 
againft  Atterbury— ^Bunyan 
againft  Bugg — and  fo  on; 
and  we.  enquire;  -  -  •  No^^* 
R  2         ^  .    -  ..  we 
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lie  esuhopted  thipm  to  leave  vengeance  to  Gtod,  «k| 
lidvifcd  them  only  to  follow  the  diftates  of  love. 
The  grcAteft  perfcciitors  cf  t^e  primitive  Chriftian^ 
yftvc  the  Je\ys,  on  vhom  the  'Roman  Chriftians^ 
could  ^afily  have  avenged  th^mifelves  under  va- 
lious  pretexts;  for  the  Jews  were  generafiy  hated 
^nd  defpifed  by  all  other  nations^  and  nothing  coul^ 
be  eafi^l:  than  to  avail  themfclves  of  that  pub^ick 
hatred,  to  which  the  religion  of  the*  Jews  expofca 
them.  Neycrthrfeils,  S.  Paul  not  only  fays  in  ge^ 
neral  Render  not  evil  for  evil :.  but  in  p vticidat? 
Recompenfc  to  no  mn  e^iX  for  eyilj.    As  if  he?, 


we  will  not  enquire.  C/Wir- 
4ite^  jam  fi'V9i,  P**^*  fi* 
fraim  biherunt. 

Finally,  fliia  place  is  ofc- 
fttl  in  many  £ngle  theological 
oueftions.  for  example.  Why 
did  act  tke  apoftles  fpeaJc 
mgainft  cutting  infant-bap> 
dfm  in  the  room  ofcircam- 
cifion^  The  particular  ftate 
cf  the  primitive  d^orclx  did 
xiot  require  it.  Infant-bap- 
tifm  had  not  been  thought  of 
then.  Why  did  not  the  apof- 
tles  make  creeds  and  canons? 
They'  would  have  defeated 
^tir  own  particular  V'cw, 
which  was  to  put  individuals 
into  a  capaaty  of  making 
treeds  ^d  canons  i^r  tlv.em- 
jbtves»  ic/  &c/ 

ConJStUr  ttti  particular  ft aU 
•f  th^'  texfons  addrejgei.  The 
tffe  of  the  moral  law  is 
^ut  placed  in  a  very  propqr 
?ght/  ^^  Ufus  lcgi«  moralia 
varias  eft  fecundum  varios 
^tOs  hominis.  Ptim^evo  bd*^ 
AiW/  ft^atm  erat  ot  homo  per 


iTlam  yivificaretur.    XJfts  fiih 
ftfttupeecati  eft,  iit  homiae^ 
de  tranfgreffione  et  reditu  ar- 
guat  -  -  •  ttt  ilium  fie  cpn- 
vtdum  ad   gratiAm    defidn- 
randam  compellat  •  •  •  Ser-* 
vit  praeterea  lex  in  hoc  ftati^ 
tunx  Ehdt  ut  hominem  cohi- 
beat,  turn  feecath,  ot  pecci* 
turn   augear.      Tertius  ufoi 
legis  mpralls  erga  homineii\ 
jam  Spiri^  Dei  et  Chrifti  re- 
natum  conveniens' ftatui  gr»-' 
tiac  eft,  ut  fit  p^etna  rego- 
la  vitae.    Ex  luice  ufibus  fa-i 
die  cblligere  eft,,  qiiopi^nei 
lex  moraliff  intei*  fid^es,  e( 
ftib.  gratia  Chrifti  conftitutos 
obtineat,  et  quoofoue  abro- 
gau  fit.    Aminii  ef.  The^l* 
Di/pKtat.  FfA.  m. 

To  give  ah  ^^ampTe, 
Rom.  xi.  J3.  O  tbi  depths 
^Cr  in  order  to  en  tier  into* 
the  apoftle^s  ipeaning,  it  is' 
neceifary  to  cpniider  Uie  fiih^ 
je&^  to  which  he  appUe$  his 
text,  and  never  to  lofc  fi|j4t 
of  the  dtfign  of  tUs  wHW, 
^jpiftlj^* 
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\ad  (lud.  Do  not  injure  thofe,  on  whom  fou  eoukl 
ipoft  qafily  avenge  yourfclyes ;  hurt  not  the  moft 

violent 


^oftle.    Tlie  apoftle  ^nd- 

Sy  means  to  oppofe  a  icaiir 
OS  fchifin,  which  ren^ 
the  church  of  Rome ;  that 
diarch  wai  compofed  of  two 
fiutf  of  Chriftians,  (bme  of 
them  qime  from  paganifm, 
others  from  Jadai^ ;  the 
latter  defpifcd  the  fof mer,  fo 
fhejr  h^  always  treated  fo- 
retgttcrt ;  they  mfifted  on  it, 
^t  finr  their  town  parts  they 
liad  a  natural  right  to  th^ 
Ueffiogs,  which  the  MeiEah 
came  to  ^eStow  iippn  his 
church ;  becaofe,  being  bom 
tews,  they  were  the  Tawfal 
neirs  of  Abraham,  to  whom 
the  promiie  was  made,  where- 
as the  Gentiles  partook  of 
thefe  bleffin|s,  ^inly  by  mere 
grace.  St.  Pa'iil  oppoies  this 
pretudice,  proves  Uiat  Jews 
and  Gendles  were  alike  »«.- 
irr  yf«,  that  they  had  an 
eoaal  need  of  the  covenant 
Of  crace,  tltkzt  they  both 
im^  their  vocation  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  that  no  one 
was  riejeAed  as  a  Gentile,  or 
admitted  i^  a  Jew,  and  that 
ibch  only  had  a  part  in  this 
frlTntion  as  had  been  chofen 
in  thf  eternal  decrees  of  God. 
The  Jews  coold  not  relift 
Ibdl  humbling  ideas,  nor 
9djaft  all  this  doftrine  with 
^ir  high  notions  of  the 
prerogatives  of  their  nation, 
^QCh  leis  conM  they  enter 
""  '  8.  FauPs  fyftem  of  pre- 
^atson.    S,  Pi^iU  appUes 


this  chapte^,  CMit  of  whlcl^ 
our  text  is  taken,  and  thi^ 
two  preceding  ones,  to  an- 
fwer  their  difficnlties.  He 
tnms  the  fnli^e&  (if  I  may 
fo  fpeak)  on'  every  fide  to 
make  it  clear.  He  reafons, 
proves,  argnes :  bqt  after  he 
had  &eaped  proofs  upon 
proofs,  reafi>ns  upon  reafons^ 
folutions  npon  wlutions,  he 
acknowledges  in  the  words 
of  my  tesct,  that  it  was  his 
glory  to  reft  beneath  his  fab* 
jea :  he  daifes  himfelf  in  a 
manner  with  the  moft  igno-^ 
rant  of  thofe,  to  whom  he 
writes,  he  acknowledges  that 
^e  has  not  received  a  faffici* 
ent  meafure  of  the  fpirit  of 
God  to  fathom  fach  abyffes, 
and  he  exclaims  upon  the 
brink  of  thil  ocean,    O  tbt 

dipthj  &c. hvw  UMfiarch^^ 

able^  &&  Smr  Us  frofomUurs 
dicing,  tern.  xL 

Monfieor  Saurin's  defign 
in  this  fermon  is  to  prqmote 
Chriftian  love  among  people, 
who  think  differently  con- 
cerning the  decrees.  In  or-^ 
der  to  this  he  ohferves,  that 
all  the  ways,  in  which  it 
picafes  God  to  difcover  him- 
lelf  to  men^  though  ftiining 
with  light  are  yet  ihadeC 
with  adorable  <}arkncfs,  they 
are  li^byinths,  i^  which  fee- 
ble reafon  is  loft.  Our  ideas^ 
of  the  deity  are  ideas  of  a  vaft:' 
profound— the  works  of  na- 
ture are  a  great  deep — the. 
ways. 
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viofcnt.  enemies  of  the  name  of  Jefus  Chril^  and 

the 


ways  of  providence— and  the 
dodtrines  of  revelation  are 
alfb  diftlnguifhed  by  the  fame 
charadkers.  He  examines  the 
dodrine  of  decrees,  and 
among  many  fy items  chcofes 
that,  which  appears  tx)  him 
the  true  one;  but,  adds  he, 
**  ihould  you  afk  me  after 
all,  whether  my  own  fyftem 
be  liable  to  no  objections  ? 
I  would  lay  my  hand  upon 
»y  mouth,  I  would  acknow- 
ledge my  ignorance,  and. 
freely  own,  that  I  chofe  this 
fubjedt  lefs  to  clear  than  to 
prefs  its  difficulties,  and 
hereby  to  make  you  perceive 
tiiat  toleration,  which  Chrif- 
tians  mutually  owe  .  each 
other  on  this  article.  Wc  our- 
felve^  alfo  exclaim  on  the 
borders  of  this  abyfs,  O  tJbe 
depth,  &c/'  .^ 

Mr.  S,  reminds  me  of  Bu«. 
choltzer,  one  of  the  greatefl. 
of  the  Gernran .  reformers. 
**  Timiditas  quxdam  Buchol-. 
Qcro  a  quibufdam  objedaeft, 
quod  cum  eximiis  a  deo  doti- 
bus  eflet  decofatus,  in  certa- 
men  tamen  cum  rahiofis  tlUus 
ftcuit  Theobgis  noluit  defcmdere 
—  -  ipfe  juvenis  faepe  ad 
ami  cos  aicbat,  Difii  difpntarfi 
etepi  fupputarty  qnoniam  illM4 
diiJipatioQem,  hqc  collet^i- 
onem  fignificat  -  -  -  vidit  de 
rc-iigionis  ChiilUanae  nego- 
tils  cmtro^crfiui  ecclefiis  or- 
thodoxis  mcveri  nb  its  quof, 
lyilU  unquam  ammris  Dii  fcin" 
ti^a    tuhfacitat*      Vidit   e;?c 


diuturnis  theologoram^  rixis 
utilitatis  nihil  detrimenti 
plurimum  in  ecclefias  redan- 
dafTe,  Qoapropter  oronb 
ejus  cura  in  hoc  erat,  at  au- 
di tores  fidei  fuas  commits 
doceret  bene  <ui*i/tre,  et  keutt 
tnori  .  -  -  et  annotatum  in 
adverfarits  amici  ejusrepere- 
runt,  permuUos  in  extremo  agoat 
coHftitui$s  graiias  ipfi  btc  momim 
egtjp^  quod  ipfi  us  da£ta  far* 
vatorem  fuam  Jefuin  a^no- 
vifTent,  cujus  io  cognitiooe 
pulchrum  vivere  mori  veio 
longe  pulcherrimiim  dace- 
rent.  Atque  haod  fcio  an* 
noR  hoc  ipfum  longe  BochoU 
cero  coram  deo  gloriofias  fit 
f|iturttm>  quam  ii  aliqaoc 
contentioforum  libellornm 
myriadas  poderitatis  memo* 
ris  copfecrafTet.  Helcb. 
Adam,  n}ita  Germ*  The9hg*  im 
'uita  BnchoUeri.  See  alfo 
Basiters  SaimU  Reft»   p.  iv. 

(6)  Hurt  not  tb^fe,  nnb§ 
firinje  to  dsftroy  the  gojpel,  Mr. 
Claude  does  iiot  mean  here 
to  inculcate  the  fenfelefs  no- 
tions oipajjive  obedience ^  and 
non-tefiftanc }9  as  tOQ  many  of 
pur  divines  hfive  done  fiom. 
fuch  pa/Tages  of  fcrip^ure* 
In  a  Utter  to  Menfieur  Mickaeli^ 
fpcakjng  of  the  difputes  in 
England)  he  fay^j  '*  If  one 
party,  being  ip  power,  would 
conltrain  the  other  a^ainft 
their  cofifGlence  and  jadg- 
ihent*  the  ichifm  is  certainly 
QQ  the  fide  of  the  impoiers." 
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the  chriftlan  prdfcffion ;  (6)  tiipfe,  who  hav^  cru- 
cified 

faith  and  Dradice»  (he  holv 
,  fciiptures.  1,  therefore,  thank 
him  for  his  friendly  regard 
to  my  rpiritual  welfare,  and 
we  part  civilly. 

I  can  fuppofe  them  laid 
before  mcby  Pope  John  XXII, 
along  with  a  pajchmenc 
grant  duly  executed  of  three 
thoufand  days  pardon  for 
deadly  fins,  on  condition  of 
my  complying.  Again,  I 
thank  his  holinefs  for  an  of- 
fer Co  generous :  but  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  decline  accept- 
ing it,  and  we  part. 

[  can  fuppofe  them  laid 
before  me  wi.h  all  the  reli- 
gious  inducements  to  accept 
them,  that  arife  from  an  in-' 
terefl  in  the  papal  commu- 
nity, fuch  as,  on  one  fide, 
the  benefits  of  pardons,  fa- 
pererogations,  indulgencies, 
jubilees,  canonization,  and 
fo  on :  and,  on  the  othef,  the 
terrors  of  annual  excommu- 
nication, denial  of  extreme 
undion,  defertion  in  purga- 
tory, and  damnation  ia  hell. 
I  can  conceive  myfelf  un- 
awed  by  all  thefe,  and  adling 
rightly  to  perfift  in  judging 
for  my{e\£, 

I  can  go  a  flcp  farther, 
and  fuppofe  my  worthy  friend 
the  pope,  finding  me  incon- 
vertible by  motives  taken 
from  liis  principles,  chang- 
ing his  mode  ot  perfuafion, 
and  pretending  to  convert  me 
by  motives  taken  according 
to  my  own  principles  from 
fcriptare.  He  fays,  Jcfus 
Chrift 


The  •  qneftion ,  is»  in  fuch  a 
cafe  what  ought  the  opprelTed 
to  do?  Let.u^  take  an  article 
rf faiths  and  a  rute  ofpraSicty 
and  fee.  •*'  When  a  heathen 
child  is  baptized,  he  is 
changed  within.  He  is 
brought  to  the  font  full  of 
fin  uiroueh  Adam's  difobe- 
dlence:  but  he  is  wafhed 
from  all  his  fins  inwardly. 
The  power  of  the  holy  Ghofl 
by  the  prieft's  blefCng  comes 
upon  the  corruptible  water 
of  the  holy  font,  and  after 
that  it  can  walh  both  body 
and  ibnl  from  all  fins  by  fpi- 
ritoal  power."  This  is  part 
of  ^  Eailer-homily,  which 
was  read  annually  in  the 
church  abont  800  years  ago. 
This  I  call  an  article  o( faith. 
Ah.  Whelock.  Bida  Hift.  EccL 
Cdtntah,  1644.  /•471. 

Here  follows  a  rule  of 
fraSice,  At  the  elevation  of 
the  hofl,  the  ritualifls  require 
the  worfhippers  of  it  to  fay— 
*«  Sod  of  Chrifl,  fandify  me 
— Body  of  Chriil,  fave  me— 
Blood  of  Chrill,  inebriate  me 
—Water  of  Chrifl's  fide, 
wafh  me."  This  is  part  of 
a  form  for  adoring  the  holy 
facrament,  publifhed  in  the 
hours  of  Salijhmy,  This  I  call 
^  mlc  q{  pra^ice. 

I  can  fuppofe  this  article, 
and  this  rule,  to  be  fimply 
propofed  to  me  by  a  clergy- 
man of  the  church  of  Rome. 
The  £rfl  I  do  not  underfland, 
the  lafl  I  do  not  approve, 
boak  deviate  from  my  rule  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    tt6    ) 

ti(Wd  yoxxt  Saviour^  and  every  daf  fbA^  td  ^ 
ftroy  his  gofpel. 

perfbrming  whit  I  do  no\ 
approve^  woold  not  be  al» 
tercd  by  being  pat  into  neW 
hands,,  it  woaia  remain  ex* 
zCdy  as  before,  and  what 
was  my  duty  before  would  bd 
oiy  duty  ftill.  But  what 
ihould  I  do  with  thefe  new 
dodrincb  of  paHive  obedience 
and  non-refifiance  ?  I  would 
open  my  eyes,  fee  the  arti- 
fice of  my  opponent,  affirm 
that  they  are^  and  they  are 
not  theological  oueftions.  As 
thiokgieal  queftions,  iSlxef 
are  reprobated  by  ^ytry  ar- 
ticle of  chriftianity  j  for  in 
matters  of  faith  and  obedi- 
ence we  owe  belief  to  none 
but  r(f<z;/<</r4/propofitions,  and 
Bbedience  to  none  but  di^imi 
commands.  But  thefe  doc« 
tHnes,  as  they  regard  lift^ 
civil  liberty,  and  property, 
are  not  theological,  bat  /#- 
Uttcal  queflions,  they  belong 
to  fyftemi  of  civil  poK^,  and 
as  they  have  no  place  in  thai 
fyftem  of  government,  unde^ 
which  I  Uve,  for  that  coafi- 
ders  the  people  as  the  odgiii 
of  power,  and  civil  governors 
as  the  executors  of  a  trull,  fo 
I  reject  them.  In  fuch  a  free 
ftate  I  cboofe  to  live,  agree- 
ably to  xny  notion!  of  civil 
government^  the  genius  of 
my  liberal  religion,  and  the* 
examples  of  the  beft  of  poli- 
t'  cians,  /  nuill  <walk  at  UUrt^^ 
for  I  feek  tiy  prccepiU  ItoiJI 
fpeak  of  thy  t'tftimomis  hejwr$ 
kings,  and  <willuot  be  afiawmJU 
Pfai.  cxix,  4S»46. 

XIL 


Chrift  has  put  the  govem- 
nent  of  my  confcience  into 
his  hand,  and  required  me 
to  believe  what  he  affirms  to 
be  true,  and  to  perform  what 
he  commands  to  be  done. 
He  reads,  and  {  reafbn,  till, 
at  length,  refenting  his  ufur- 
patfon  of  Chrift*s  authority, 
I  fet  my  S.  PauPs  epiftlcs 
againft  his  8.  Peter's  keys, 
and  conform  to  the  apoftle 
by  differing  from  the  pope. 
If  any  man  teatb  otherw^tfe 
than  the  apoflles  taught^  and 
eonfent  not  to  the  fwbolt/cnte 
^voordi  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Qhriji^ 
from  fuch  Withdraw  /i^- 
'  felf  I  Tim.  vi.  3,  5.  If 
there  be  t*wo  or  three  of  us  in 
the  fame  circumftances,  we 
congregate  in  Chrifs  name, 
and,  wherever  be  the  place 
of  our  alTembling,  weexpeA 
to  have  him  by  his  word  and 
^lirit  in  the  midfi  of  us. 

All  this  is  an  aifair  of  re- 
ligion, confcience,  reafon, 
argument,  on  both  ^dc$  purely 
itelffiaftical.  But  (hould  my 
brother  John  turn  politician, 
intrigue  at  court,  delude  my 
king  and  perfuade  him  to  con- 
fifcate  my  goods,  to  confine 
my  perfon,  and  to  condemn  me 
to  death  for  my  nonconfor- 
mity to  his  noftrums,  in  fuch 
a  cafe  the  do^ines  of  fajinfi 
9hedien€e^  and  non-rejtftance  in 
matten  of  religion  would 
come  under  confi deration. 
The  (late  of  the  queftion  con- 
cerning my  believing  what  I 
do  not  nnderftand,  and  my 
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XII. 

Consider  the  Principles  or  a  Word  or 
Action.  (8) 

For  example.  John  v.  14.  Bebdld!  thou  art 
made  wboU^  Jin  no  mere^  left  a  %vorft  thing  come  unto 
thee.    This  was  the  language  of  Jefus  Chrift  to 

the 


(8)  Cotifider  the  primiplis  of 
^fvords  and  aQions.  The  doc* 
trine  of  principles  is  extreme- 
ly important .  to  a  chriltian 
ninifter,  particalarly  \nfi*vi 
caies.  I  maft  mention  only 
five  here  for  want  of  room. 

1.  In  ftadyine  the  Utter  of 
fcriptare,  that  is  the  nature, 
md  principles  of  conftruit- 
ingy  and  compofme,  which 
|yrevailed  with  each  writer 
IB  each  compofition.  No- 
thing is  more  common  among 
diyines  than  arbitrfu-y  diftri- 
botions  of  texts,  chapters, 
and  whole  books,  according 
to  their  cnxm  fcholaftical  no- 
tions of  compofition.  Thefe 
always  imply,  that  the  wri- 
ters of  thefe  books,  chapters, 
and  verfes  compofed  on  the 
principles  of  their  expofitors. 
Nothing  can  be  lefs  trae. 
Our  Milton  has  rightly  faid, 
••  It  is  not  for  the  majcfty  of 
fcripturc  to  humble  herfelf 
(Milton  was  a/o^/  remember.) 
in  artificial  theorems y  and  de^ 
Jmiiionsy  and  corollaries^  like 
a  profeffor  in  the  fchools : 
but  looks  to  be  analy/ed  into 
thofe  fciential  roles,  which 
are   the   implements  cf  in- 

VO  L.  II. 


ftruaion."  That  is  to  fay, 
we  muft  folloiu  fcripture, 
and  not  force  it.     J^ttrachor* 

For  example.  A  certain 
cxpoiitor  of  Ecclcfiaftes 'pre- 
fixes what  he  calls  Dicf gramma 
do^rinx,  and  lays  Solcmon 
out  in  fcholaftick  form.  "  His 
deiign  is  to  treat  of  the  chief 
good — In  order  to  this  he 
ihews  in  the  firfl  place  nega- 
ti'vely  what  felicity  is  not.  ft 
'  does  not  con  fill  in  human  fci- 
ence,  in  fcnfual  pleafurc,  in 
moral  virtue,  &c." — to  this 
part  our  expofitor  afligns  the 
firft  four  chapters. — "  Se- 
condly, He  (hews  pofitively 
wherein  felicity  docs  coniift. 
Chap.  V.  6.  xii.  13.— Third- 
ly, The  ufe  of  the  doftrine, 
from  the  ninth  verfe  of  the 
fifth  chj^pter  to  the  twelfth 
verfe  of  the  fixth — and  from 
the  ninth  verfe  of  the  feventh 
chapter  to  the  end.**  Joan. 
Serrani  in  Ecclef  SoL  Commen" 
tar  it  Prtff. 

We  do  not  deny  the  doc- 
trine of  this  expofitor:  we 
only  affirm,  Solomon  did  not 
compofe  the  book  of  Eccle- 
£afles  in  this  fcholaftick  vte* 
S  thcd. 
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the  man,  whom  he  had  jufl:  before  healed  of  an 
infirmity  of  thirty-eight    years   Handing.      Him 
Jefus  now  found  in  the  temple.     It  is  not  imagi- 
nable. 


fhod.  The  expofitor,  indeed, 
brings  detached  verfes  togc- 
ther»  and  (o  makes  up  his 
method :  but  this  difplays 
his  own  genius,  not  that  of 
the  apthor.  This  book,  it  is 
plain,  is  a  diaJogue  between  a 
libertine  and  a  moral  philo- 
fopher,  and  this  notion  of 
the  compofition  of  the  book 
half  expounds  it.  Gramma- 
rians, Rhetorician^^  and 
Poets,  as  well  as  Logicians » 
hare  ferved  rcnp;ure  thas. 

2.  The  dodlrine  of  princi- 
ples is  important  in  regard 
to  the  finft  of  fcripturc. 
Creeds,  and  articles  lay 
down  the  principles  of  their 
tompilersj-  of  which,  perhaps, 
the  biblical  writers  never 
lieard  j  yet  thefe  are  the 
principles,  which  teachers 
arc  fworn  to  find,  or  to  pro- 
fefs  to  find  in  all  the  writ- 
ings of  infpired  men,  and 
wo  OTHER,  under  pain  of  our 
difpleafnre!  This  is  the  crime 
of  whole  communities,  and 
individuals  frequently  imi- 
tate them.  Thus  a  certain 
writer  again  ft  pre-exiilence, 
5n  anfwer  to  the  argument, 
that  the  pre-exiftence  of  hu- 
man fouls  was  not  incompa- 
tible with  the goodne/s  of  God : 
but  highly  agr'eaile  to  our 
notions  of  it,  afHrms,  *'  God 
does  not  always  do  what  is 
beft ;  for  his  goodnefd  is  fab- 


ordinate  to  his  will,  his  ani- 
ons are  not  neceflary :  but 
arbitrary.  Ic  would  hav« 
been  6eJ^  for  Chrift  to  have 
come  into  the  world  imme- 
diately after  the  fall.  Jt 
would  have  been  6ffi  fox  the 
world  to  have  been  created 
fooner.  It  would  be  ^eji  for 
the  wicked  not  to  go  to  hell. 
But  all  thefe  events  are  as 
they  are;  becaufe  God  willed 
they  (hould  be."  What  a 
prefumptuous  majier  of  arts 
IS  this  I  To  ufe  his  own 
words,  "  he  confirms  a  a;a- 
froui  doftrine  by  fucous  rea- 
fons,  which ^  like  fsre  fuUi^ 
ments^  fhore  up  its  ruent  ere* 
dit."  According  to  this  ge- 
nius, it  is  befi  for  a  wife  noan 
to  believe  what  a  fool  thinks 
beji  to  affirm.  See  vol.  I.  p. 
206,  &c.  note.  No  ^ne-ex- 
iflence.  By  £.  IV.  A,  M.  Lom^ 
doily  1667.  chap.  2. 

3.  I'he  dodrine  of  prin- 
ciples is  of  great  confcquence 
in  church'gavsrnmint.  Civil 
government  has  for  its  obje^ 
civil  liberty,  and  a  juft  civil 
government  takes  no  cogni- 
zance of  mere  principles.  See 
vol.  I.  p.  247,  note  7.  'Sup- 
pofe  a  man  living  under  a 
monarchical  government,  and 
believing  at  the  fame  time, 
that  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment is  more  perfe^  than 
that  of  a  monarchy,  this  be« 
lief 
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nable,  that  this  meeting  was  fortuitous,  and  un- 
forefeen  to  Jefus  Chrift.  His  providence,  no 
doubt,  conduifled  the  man  that  way,  djrefted  him 
ta  the  temple,  whither  he  went  himfelf  to  fcek 
him.  Examine,  then,  upon  what  principles  Jefus 
Chrift  went  to  feck  this  miferable  finner,  and  you 
will  find,  I.  He  went  in  great  love  to  the  poor 
man.  He  went  in  that  fame  benevolence,  which 
inclined  him  to  do  good  to  all,  who  had  need,  and 
in  every  place,  that  he  honoured  with  his  prefence, 
Jefus  was,  as  it  were,  a  publick  fource  of  benefits, 

his 


lief  would  not  render  him 
guilty  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 
Indeed  were  he  to  perform 
any  overt  a6ls  difturbing  the 
peace  of  fociety,  and  tend- 
ing to  fubvert  the  monarchy, 
under  which  he  lived,  he 
woald  become  guilty,  and 
his  doing  fo  from  principles 
would  aggravate  his  guilt, 
Milton  thought, — that  **  «»- 
'iual  affe&ion  was  the  efTence 
of  a  matrimonial  contra^ — 
that,  where  the  effence  was 
wanting,  the  form,  the  cojit 
traSy  was  di/folved,  and  the 
parties  might  Separate  and 
marry  again."  He  did  more, 
he  pnbliihed,  and  republiih- 
ed  on  this  article,  yet,  as  he 
did  not  reduce  his  principles 
to  pradice,  he  was  npt  ac- 
counted reprehenfible  in  the 
«yc  of  the  law. 

Church-government  runs 
on  very  erroneous  principles 
in  thb  point  of  light.  In 
ibme  churches  members  are 
admitted  in  infancy  'without 
^ny  religious  principles,  and 


the  promife  of  a  fponfor,  that 
the  child  (hall  have  princi- 
ples in  mature  age,  is  ac- 
cepted in  lieu  of  them.  In 
other  church-governments 
metaphyfkal  principles  con- 
cerning free-will,  decrees, 
and  fo  on,  are  made  terms  of 
communion.  In  the  primi- 
tive church,  profeffion  of 
faith  in  Chrift,  accredited  by 
a  holy  life,  was  accounted 
a  fufHcient  title  to  member- 
(hip.  The  ignorant  and 
wicked,  defiring  to  become 
wife  and  good,  were  ad- 
mitted to  a  catechumen-date, 
from  which,  after  they  had 
been  inftrufted  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  chriftianity,  they 
proceeded  to  baptifm  and 
church-fellowihip.  Were  this 
primitive  praftice  revived, 
and  put  in  the  place  of  what 
is  ufually  called  fpeaking  an 
experience,  or  were  it  inaJe 
preparatory  to  it,  great  good 
would  probably  follow.  A 
congregation  divided  intq 
three  claiTes,  confiding  the 
S   2  QH« 
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his  hands  every  where  bcftowcd  beneficent  gifts, 
and  he  even  fought  occafions,  when  they  did  not 
prefent  themfclves.  2.  He  went  by  an  engage- 
ment of  ancient  love,  which  he  had  made  for  this 
paralytick  -,  his  fecond  favour  flowed  from  his  firft, 
nor  would  he  leave  his  work  imperfeft.  Thus  it 
is  faid,  in  regard  to  his  difciples,  having  loved  bis 
cwn,  which  were  in  the  worlds  be  loved  them  to  tbe 
end.  The  bounty  of  Jcfus  Chrift  refembles  that 
of  his  eternal  father,  who  calls,  juftifies,  and  in 
the  end  glorifies  thofe,  whom  he  firft  predefti- 

nated} 


one  of  the  church  properly — 
the  fecond  of  catechumens  pre- 
paring for  church-fellowihip 
—and  the  third  of  children 
to  be  catechized— would  not 
be  ill- governed. 

4.  Principles  arc  of  con- 
fequence  in  preaching.  Thus 
one  divine  rants.  •*  The 
tenth  book  of  AriJlotU^z 
ethicks^  though  he  did  not 
intend  it,  contains  a/«//,  and 
f^rfeSi  pai-aphrafe,  -or  com- 
ment upon  the  firft  pfalm — 
Homer  may  confirm  the  anti- 
quity^ and  in  feme  degree  the 
truth y  and  the  right  under- 
/landing  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
—  God  was  pleafed  to  make 
ufc  of  the  incomparable  wit 
of  Virgil  to  celebrate  the 
.coming  of  our  Sai/iour —'The 
ancient  'mythology  was  dcri'ved 
from  fcripturc,  confirms  fcrip- 
ture^  and  cannot  be  difmijpd 
without  fom"  wrong  to  fcrip- 
ture.*'  What  preaching  are 
wc  to  expcft  from  men  adopt- 
ing fuch  principles  as  thefe ! 
gome  divines    fall    f^tiouHy 


and  deeply  into  thefe  dreams, 
toil  all  nighty  and  catch  nothin^t 
paddle  backward  and  for- 
ward from  Homer  to  Mofes, 
and  from  Mofes  to  Hefiod, 
from  Jerufalem  .to  Babylont 
and  Egypt,  and  Rome,  to 
pattern  a  proverb,  or  match 
a  meaning,  and  all  on  what 
principles?  Why,  forfoothl 
the  language,  cufloms,  and 
fentiments  of  the  biblical 
writers  are  fo  far  to  be  aJ* 
mired,  yea  fo  far  to  be  rr*- 
drttd,  as  they  agree  with  thefe 
fupreme  models  of  learning, 
and  fentiment,  and  talle! 
The  prophet,  that  hatha  dream, 
let  him  tdl  it  as  a  dream:  hut 
he,  that  hath  my  njoord,  lit  him 
/peak  my  nvord  as  it  is.  Is  nU 
my  njtiord  like  fir.  ?  Jer.  xxiii. 
28,  29.  Truth,  like  fire, 
has  properties  of  its  own; 
neither  need  paufe  for  a  pat- 
tern from  the  truth  and,  the 
fire  of  Greece.  See  Merit 
Ca/aubons  Letter  to  Dr.  Fct^r 
Du  Moulin,  1669. 
5,    Frinciples  9f  rcligm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    141    ) 

nated ;  and  on  this  as  on  one  of  the  principal  foun^ 
dations,  S.  Paul  eftabhfhetb  our  hope  for  the  fu- 
ture, God^  having  begup  a  good  work  in  uSj  will 
perform  ittotbedayofChriJl:  and  elfewhere,  G(d 
is  janhfuU  'ii'ho  hath  called  you  to  the  fellowflnp  of 
his  Jon.  3  It  was  by  a.  principle  of  wifdom  and 
foreknowledge,  that  Jefus  Chrift  fought  this  para- 
lytick  patient  in  the  temple,  in  order  to  teach  him 
his  duty,  to  furnifh  him  with  the  means  of  doing 
it,  and  to  give  him  a  more  particular  knowledge 
of  the  friend,  who  had  healed  him ;  for  he  well 
knew,  that  a  tender  faith,  fuch  as  that  of  this  man 
was,  had  need  of  frefh  and  continual  aid,  as  a 
young  plant  needs  a  prop  to  fupport  it  againft 
winds  and  florms. 

In  like  riianner,  if  you  had  to  examine  thefe 
words  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  Samaritan  woman. 
Go  and  call  thy  hujband^   John  iv.     You  might 

ex- 


arc  cfTential  to  tlie  minifltr  of 
Chrift.  All  churches  adi  as 
if  they  thought  an  unprinci- 
pled minifter  a  curfe  to  his 
people^  therefore  all  require 
real  or  pretended  principles, 
A  candidate  for  orders  in  the 
eilabliihed  ^  harch  is  obliged 
to  profefs,  that  be  is  tno^ed 
by  the  holy  Ghcfi  to  take  or* 
ders  ;  and,  if  he  afpire  to  be 
a  biihop,  he  is  obliged  to 
profefs,  that  he  does  not  af- 
pire to  that  honour,  i^olo 
Epifcofari.  Among  the  pro- 
teftant-diflbnters  a  confei&on 
of  faith  is  ufually  required 
9 1  ordination,  that  is,  a  pro- 
feffion  of  the  minifter's  own 
l^eligious  principles  is  re- 
quired* Our  old  diyines  fop- 


pofed  pi^inciplcs  ai  fowr  forts 
neceffaiy  to  a  xniniiter.  "  ir 
Perfonat  principles  for  the 
government  of  him/elf— z^ 
Domeftick  principles  for  thoi 
management  of  hisyiw/'/y— 
3.  Political  principles  for  the 
regulation  of  his  coi)da£l  to- 
ward thofe,  who  were  •witb^t 
ff«/— And  laftly,  Official  prin- 
ciples for  the  execution  of 
his  minijlry.**  The  firft  are 
cognizable  by  Godf  the  fe-^ 
cond  by  his  family  %  the  thir4 
by  govirnmentj  and  his  tuigh-i 
hours f  the  laft  by  the  cburcb^ 
over  which  by  their  own 
choice  he  ought  to  be  ap-f 
pointed  overfeer,  infpeftor, 
or  bifliop.  Vid.  NicboLffem-f 
mtngii  PaJlor%  ad  inlh 
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intention  of  Jefus  Chrlft   in 


this 


examine  the 

cxprcflion.  (9)  He  did  not  fpcak  thus,  becaufe  he 
was  ignorant  what  fort  of  a  life  this  woman  fived. 
He  knew  that,   to   fpcak  properly,  Ihe  had  no 

hufband. 


■  (9)  Qonfider  the  intention  of 
Ji/iu  Chrift.  Jcfus  Chrift 
often  fpoke  obfcurely  to  hit 
difciples,  and  in  parables. 
His  tHteniion  in  fpcaking  fb 
was  the  mo(l  wife  and  bene- 
volent,  that  could  be  ima- 
gined. Had  he  only  defign- 
cd  to  inform  his  difciples  of 
traths,  he  would  have  deli. 
vered  his  fentixnents  in  the 
plaineil  manner :  but  he  in- 
tended 10  exercife  t\itiv  minds, 
to  form  in  them  ^  habit  of 
thinking  J  reflefling,  and  rea- 
Toning,  and  fo  to  endear  truths 
to  them  by  giving  them  the 
pleafure  of  difcovering  them. 
lazaret  h  our  friend  fie  rpetb^^ 
Defray  this  temple — Tejballfit 
^  ftvihi  thrones  Judging  the 
tweltfe  ffihesf  Sec.  Exem- 
plum  autcm  de  templo  re- 
ilaurando,  et  de  duodecim 
iedibus  apoftolorum  ea  inten- 
tions a  Chrifto  prolatum  ell, 
ut  defidrium  difcendiy  ae  flu- 
dium  de  non  inteUeilis  inqui- 
-rendi^  et  interrogandi  accende- 
tit.  Ziegleri  in  Grotii  de  jure 
heL  et  pac,  lihros  animadverfi- 
meti,  liL  ill.  cap,  i. 

It  is  a  well  known  maxim 
of  lawyers.  Prior  et  potent ior 
eft  mens  cuam  *vox  dicentis ;  and 
divines  early  adopted  it  as  a 
rule  of  inveftigating  fcrip- 
turc.  Nicholas  de  Lyra  (ad 
^ap,  xviii,  PeuteronJ.  quotes, 


as  a  maxim  of  Hilary*  this 
axiom,  Intelligentia  didorum 
ex  caufis  fumenda  eft  dianiis^ 
that  is,  from  his  fcope,  de- 
iign,  or  intention.  S.  Au- 
guftine  enlarges  on  this  ar- 
ticle in  the  fifth  and  tenth 
chapters  of  the  third  book  de 
doft.  Chriilian.  The  writers 
of  fcripture  had,  ftriflly 
fpeaking,  only  one  primary- 
principal  meaning  in  what 
they  wrote,  and  this  we  call 
the  literal  ienfe,  fenfum  lite-, 
ralem  eiTe^  fays  A  quinary 
quem  zutor  pracipue  intendit. 
Papal  divines,  fchoolmen, 
and  many  proteflants  think, 
there  is*a  double  meaning, 
more  properly  a  twofold  fenfe 
in  fcripture,  siliteral  and  a  myf 
tical  meaning,  and  this  lail 
they  divide  into  Allegorical^-^ 
Tropological — -and  Anagogical^^ 
When  a  literal  fenfe  is  tranf- 
ferred  to  morals^  it  is  called 
TropologicaLiLS  Thou  fijalt  not 
tnuxzle  the.  cx^  'when  he  tread- 
eth  out  the  corn.  Deut.  xxv.  4. 
transferred  by  S.  Paul  to  the 
fupport  of  miniftcrs.  i  Cor. 
ix.  9,  10.  A  transfer  is  aistf- 
gojrica/p  when  it  regards  eter-r 
naili/e.  Some  divines  think, 
thefe  diftindlions  futile,  and 
call  them  allegory,  concern- 
ing  which  they  direft.  i. 
Let  your  allegory  hzytfcrip^ 
tun  authority.  2.  Content 
your- 
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hufband..  It^as  then,  i.  A  word  6t:trial\  fof  the 
Lord  faid  th^  to  give  her  an  opportunity  of  mak* 
ing  a  free  confeffion,  /  have  no  hujband.  2.  It 
was  alfo  a  word  of  kind  reproof-,  for  he  intended 
to  convince  her  of  the  fin  in  which  flic  lived*  3.  It 
was  alfo  a  word  of  graces  for  the  ccnfure  tended 
to  the  woman's  conlblation.  4.  It  was  farther,, 
a  wQsdofwi/dom',  for  our  Lord  intended  to  take 

occafioti 


yonrfelf  with  facb  an  apflica-^ 
tioH  as  fcriptnre  makes  of  it. 
Allegories  pro*ve  nothing. 
Tbeologia  fymboUca  non  eft  ar- 
gitmentatwa,  Jquin,  apnd 
KtckermoM,  Rbtt*,  lib,  i.   cap* 

Intention  is  of  the  ntmoft 
importance  in  cafuiftrj^  or 
confcience-law.  An  excel- 
lent cridck  obferves— that 
*'  y^dL^LyidL  and  'KvivyiA  ftand 
diftinguiflied  in  fcripture 
from  each  other — that  the 
firft  is  conEned  to  the  gram- 
matical, or  literal  fenfe  of 
thelawy  and  the  laft  is  put 
ior  the  mini  and  intention  of 
the  lawgiver — that  Ariftotle . 
often  ufes  yfAfjLfjtetlcL  for 
written  laws  in  oppofition  to 
the  luill  of  the  governor — 
that  he  calls  it  afooUJh  thing 

for  a  governor  to  folloia  ftrimy 
a  ^written  la^w^^DeRepub.  lib. 
iii.  15.— that  Cicero  alfo  op- 
pofes  the  letter  of  the  law 
again  ft  the  intention  of  the 
law-maker.  De  Invenf^  i. 
38— -that  law  fpeaks  of  things 

•in  general  terms,  without 
accommodating  them  to 
particular  cafes,  &c."  Le 
Cierc,  Sup,  to  Ham,  Mat,  v.  1 7. 


The  intention  of  tht  fpeakei 
is  alfo  of  great  confequence* 
in  obtaining  the  true  fenfo 
of  proverbial  expreilions— 
general  ob/efuatiom — &C.  &C« 
For  example. 

Prov.  xviii.  22.  Wbofi 
findeth  a  'wife,  find  tb  a  good 
thing.  Wholo  findeth  a  woife 
^-prudent — ebafte  wife,  find- 
eth a  blejjing^  indeed  :  but  if 
a  wife  '^o^t{%  contrary  qua* 
lities,  the  finder,  I  fancy^ 
will  not  think  her  a  good 
thing,  although  prudence 
may  keep  him  from  faying 
fo. 

Pfalm  Iv.  23.  Deceitfnl 
men  Jhall  not  li*ve  out  half 
their  days ;  that  is,  fome  deceit- 
ful men  (hall  not. 

cxxviii.  3.  The  luife  of  the 
man,  *who  feareth  the  Lord, 
ftjall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine,  and- 
his  children  like  olive-plants. 
That  is,  temperance  and 
chaftity  generally  produce  po* 
pulation. 

xxxvii.  25.  7,  luho  am  oldp 
never  favj  thefe<d  rfthe  rigb^ 
teous  begging  br^ad.  It  is  not 
common  to  lee  induilrious  fa- 
milies, who  alfo  are  btloved, 
and  therefore  aiHiled  by  th& 
c]ia-> 
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tectum  at  this  meeting  to  difcovef  himfclf  to  her, 
and  more  clearly  to  convince  her,  that  he  had  a 
pcrfeft  knowledge  of  all  the  fecrets  of  her  life, 
as  he  prefently  proved  by  faying,  thou  baft  well 
faid^  I  have  no  hujband^  for  thou  haft  bad  five  buf- 
handsj  and  be^  whom  $bou  now  baft^  is  not  thy  buf- 
iand.  (i) 

Wert 


charitable,  redaced  to  beg- 
gary* 

Prov.  Xxii.  6.  Train  up  a 
thiU  in  tie  *wajf  he  fimdd  go  ; 
and  fwhen  be  is  old  he  nuill  not 
depart  from  it.  Pioas  prin- 
ciples inflilled  in  youth  /el- 
dom  fail  of  operating  in  old 
age. 

I  Cor.  X.  33.  /  ftrive  to 
pleaje  all  the  men 9  of  whom  I 
have  been  fpeaking,  in  all 
lawful,  and  expedient  things. 
Gal.  i.  10.  If  1  pleafed  men 
by  preaching  another  gofpel, 
/  Jhould  not  be  the  fervant  of 
Chrift. 

(i)  Woman  of  Samaria.  Bi- 
ftop  Maflillon  has  a  fermon 
on  delaying  converfion,  from 
the  fame  pafiage.  Mr.  C. 
fpeaks  of  the  principles  of 
ChrifP^  words  to  the  woman* 
The  bifbop  treats  of  the  ^wo- 
man^s  principles  in  her  an- 
fwert.  **  I  remark  (fays  he) 
three  principal  excufes,  which 
ihe  makes  ufe  of  to  avoid  ac- 
cepting the  merciful  of)!ers  of 
Jefas  thrift,  i.  An  excaie 
offtaiion^  or  condition.  She 
is  a  woman  of  Samaria,  and 
therefore  forbidden  to  grant 
what  the  Saviour  afked  of 
her>  bova  is  it  that  thou  -  «  - 


afieft  *v9ater  ofmef  who  eon  a 
nvoman  of  Samaria  f     2.  Afl 
cxcufe  on  account  of  the  dif* 
ficultj;  the  tvell  is  deep,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  dratv  *with» 
Finally,  an    excufe    on    ac- 
count of  the  great  'variety  rf 
opinions^  which  made  it  doubt- 
ful whether  ihe  fhould  arsr- 
fiiip  with  her  fathers  in  thai 
mountain^    or,    as    the  yetM 
faidy  at  jerufalem.  Let  us  hear 
ourfelves  in  this  woman.  The 
excufes,   which  ihe  oppofei 
a^ainft   the   grace   of  Jefas 
dnrift,  are  fuch  as  we  every 
day  oppofe  again  ft  it.  We  pre- 
tend to  find  in  oxxr  flations  of 
life  reasons  for  a  woridly  con* 
dudl.    We  can  form'  excaiei 
concerning  diffculty^  for  we 
frame  an  impracticable  idea 
of  virtue.     In  fine,  we  find 
in  pretended  uncertainties,  and 
contradiftions        concerning 
dodrines^  and  rules  of  ]iiv» 
motives  of  fecurity,   which 
calm  our  confciences  in  the 
commiiEon  of  the  moft  mani- 
feft  crimes.  Let  us  confbond 
thefe  three  excufes  by  open- 
ing  the  hiftory  of  our  gofpel.** 
Maff.    Ser.  Caremc^  torn.  iii. 
S»  troiftentim 
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Were  you  going  to  explain  the  ninth  verfe  of 
the  firft  of  Afts,  where  it  is  faid,  fVhen  Jefus  was 
taken  ufj  Ins  difcipks  beheld  bim^  it  would  be  pro* 
per  to  remark  the  fentiments  of  the  difciples  in 
that  moment,  and  to  fhew  from  what  principles 
proceeded  that  attentive  and  earneft  looking 
after  their  divine  mafter,  while  he  afcended  to 
heaven.  (2) 


(2)  Thi  afeftUs  koJted  afitr 
Jtfus  njoitb  lintelj  /intiments, 

ipaamu  tov  AvaCaivovrai  txcttpov 
not  t^nufTw ;  euicvcov  t«  xf^fH 
^cyovro;,  ori  eenCauvov  kou  ho^ 

io(ov  ^2afia»  MM  *sodev  3tiAoy, 
oti  avsCeuwv  xai  xanCcuvov', 

iWTOU  OtMOVCOV  AcyOVTO^*  ATTOpTl 

Ccuvovroi  MM  MoraCMvofTOtf 
<7i  Tov  uiov  TV  avd^«9rv*  rotov 
T99   yap  ruv  tfarruv  to  sdo;' 

0C#9f     TPV     MMpOV      MfafMVOU<rtVj 

tMJOM  vpolPsafi/SafHo-t  tdv  t^o- 
^cijuav  Ttt  riiimi*  hat  thto  Ma- 
^txhMVWty  ETreiyofuvot  ro  mmvov 
Mcu  wapaidiov  iMsrvo  thtv  ^eofjutj 
mi^f«vov  iv  cvpavoi  favsvra' 
tiot  Titro  vavraxw  oy/cAoi, 
Mou  ors  eTuertroj  x»i  ots 
scHTxro,  KM  ^fAgpav  OTi  aviCn' 


liou  yap  3m  (fniriv)  ef  MffSnrt 
TiO^pa  ha  Tov  a-xnt^arog  mv 
tiiomv  JijXowTtf.  &c.  John  i. 
51.  A61.  i.  10.  Cbryfoft.orati 
in  a/cerifibnem  />.  N,  L  C.  twt, ' 
V.  orat,  87. 

Interpreters  have  been 
greatly  embarrafTed  in  recomr 
ciling  what  S.  Luke  fays 
xxiv.  50.  Je/us  lid  bis  difci* 
pits  9ut  as  far  as  to  Bttbanu 
with  what  the  fame  S.  Luke 
fays,  Adtsi.  I2.  Tbi  apoj^Us 
returned  from  mount  Oti*vm» 
But  Olivet,  fays  Mr.  De 
Beaufobre»  was  fituated  be- 
tween Beth  phage  and  Betha- 
ny, and  oar  Lord  afcended 
from  that  part  of  the  moun- 
tain, which  lay  next  Bethany^ 
fo  that  there  it  no  contradict 
tion  in  the  £vange)ift's  ac- 
counts, for  they  mean  the 
fame  place.  See  Selden  de 
jur.  Nat.  et  Gent,  and  Bafnagt 
Aftnal.  Polst.  EccL 


Vol.  n. 
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XIII. 

CoNSlDSa  CONSBQJTENCBS.  (3) 

Thus,  when  you  explain  the  doftrioe  of  God^i 
mercy,  it  is  expedient  (at  leaft  fometimes*)  to  re- 

maxk 


(3)  Ot/ervi  conjiqueneiu 
Hy  this  method  Silvanns*  an 
a AcieiK  abbot  of  a  Mofiaftcrj, 
convinced  a  trarellin^  monk 
of  his  erroneotu  notions  of 
two  paflaees  of  hol^  fcrip* 
turt.      The    dory   is    this^ 

ACCa  XiKwayHf  &c.  A  cer- 
t:un  brother  came  to  the  con- 
rtnt  at  mount  Sinai,  and, 
finding  the  monks  di  at 
vrorky  fhook  his  head,  and 
faid  to  the  abbot,  Labomr  not 
far  the  fmatf  that  ftrijbtth. 
[John  vu  27.]  Mmrj  cbtfe  tbt 
£C9d part.  [Lnke  x.  42.]  Za^ 
chanr,  faid  the  old  abbot  to 
hit  ierrani,  gire  the  brother 
a  book,  and  mew  hhn  into  a 
cell.  There  fat  the  monk 
alone  all  day  long.  At  night, 
wondering  that  nobody  had 
called  him  to  dinner^  he  goes 
to  the  abbot.  Fatker,  lays 
ke,  don't  the  brethren  eat 
today?  O  ve»,  rej^ied  the 
abbot,  they  have  eaten  plen- 
ufnlly.  And  why,  added 
the  monk,  did  yon  not  call 
me?  Becaufe,  brother,  re- 
plied the  abbot,  yoa  are  a 
ipiiitual  man,  and  have  no 
need  of  carnal  food.  Foronr 
parts*  God  help  os  I  we  are 
camiUy  wc  are  obliged  to 


eat,  and  therefore  we  work  : 
but  yoM,  brother!  yoa  have 
cbofni  tbt  goed  fart^  you  fit 
and  read  all  day  lon^,  and 
are  above  the  want  or  wuat^ 
that  ftriptth.  Pardon  me» 
father,  I  p«rc«ve  my  miftake< 
I  do,  fnbjoined  the  61d  man : 
but  remember,  Martha  is  aa 
neceflary  a  chriftian  as 
'  Mary.*'  Jp$tbtg.  patrum,  in 
Coteiirii  Ecckfui  Gr4eca  m^ 
numtnt.  torn,  u 

Reafoning  by  illation,  in- 
dadion,  and  confequences^ 
is  a  fair  method  of  arguing  1 
bat  it  requires  the  ntmoft 
caution  to  reafon  accurately 
in  this  way.  Ail  inferences 
have  fome  evidience,  or  no 
evidence,  feme  probability* 
or  no  probability,  a  fligha 
prefampxion,  or  a  clear  dc» 
monftration  according  to  the 
falfehood,  inanity,  probabi- 
lity, or  certainty  of  ail  the 
premifes,  from  which  the/ 
are  drawn.  Thus  an  infe-^ 
renee  drawn  from  many  pre-« 
fumptive  premifes  may  have 
a  high  degree  of  moral  cer* 
tainty,  the  inference  con* 
taining  in  one  aggregate  fum 
all  the  evidence  of  the  pre* 
fumptive  premifes,  froaa 
which  it  is  drawn,  put  /«. 
gitbgr. 
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i«ark  the  good  and  lawful  ufes,  which  weougfit 
Comakeof  k.    Xhefe  u&s  are  to  renounce  oiuv 

fdves 


CtiiT.  InfiBreQce  thus  re» 
inbles  the  kicome  of  a  lord 
€»f  a  manor ;  for  his  fortune 
it  the  aggre^te  of  many 
Antll  farms  and  qait-rcnts 
paid  by  a  great  number  of 
poor  copyholders,  and  te- 
nants; or,  k  refemUes  the 
clear  call  of  a  minifter  to  the 
paftoral  ofBce  made  up  of  a 
large  majority  of  feparate 
votes. 

'*  Prolyfele  evidence,  fays 
one  of  our  heft  reafoning  di- 
vines, is  cITentially  diftin- 
fnUhed  from  demon{h>ative 
y  this,  that  it  admits  of 
degrees;  and  of  ail  variety 
4Xf  diem,  from  the  higfaeft 
Aorai  certainty  to  the  very 
loiteft  preAimption  -  -  That 
the  ilighteft  pofible  prefump- 
tion  is  of  the  nature  of  a  pro- 
bability, i^ears  from  hence; 
tiiat  fttch  low  prefamption 
«lten  repeated  will  amount 
•cren  to  moral  certainty  -  -  • 
In  queftions  of  dilficulty,  or 
4acM.  as  aire  thought  fo,  where 
.more  fatisfadory  evidence 
cannot  be  had,  or  is  not  feen ; 
if  the  lefult  of  examiuation 
he,  that  there  appears  upon 
€he  whole,  any  the  loweft 
«refiimption  on  one  £4^,  and 
mone  on  the  other,  or  a 
Meater  prefumption  on  *  one 
2de,  though  in  the  loweft  de- 
^ee  greater ;  this  decern ines 
cl^e  qneftion,  even  in  matters 
^f  fpecnlation,  and,  in  mat- 
of  ^pra^lke^  will  lay  as 


nttder  an  abfoliite  and  format 
obligation,  in  point  of  pru-^ 
dence  and  of  interefb*  to  ad 
upon  that  pitfumption  qp 
low  probability,  though  it 
be  fo  low  as^  to  leave  the 
mind  in  very  great  doub( 
which  is  the  truth."  Bf. 
Butkr^s  Analogy*  Introduction*  . 

Dr.  Watts  gives  an  exam- 
ple pf  induSve  reafoning. 
«  The  doarine  of  the  Soci- 
tiians  cannot  be  proved  from 
ti>e  gofpcls,  it  cannot  be 
-proved  Irora  the  A£ls  of  the 
apoftles,  it  cannot  be  proved 
from  the  epiftles,  nor  the 
book  of  revelations,  tbere/o/i 
it  cannot  be  proved  from  the 
newtcftamcnt."  The  'Soc?- 
nians  deny  the  condufion  by 
difptttingthc  premifes.  Th^ 
J>T,  adds,  "  This  fort  of  ar- 
gument  is  often  dcfeftive, 
•becaufe  there  is  not  due  care 
taken  to  enumerate  all  the 
particulars  on  which  the  con- 
clufion  fhould  depend,"  and, 
may  we  not  add,  becaufe  the 
particulars  enumerated  are 
not  fufRcicntly  afcMrtained? 
Logickf  iii.  2,  7.  ^ 

Here  are  three  remarkable 
modern  inftances,  mentioned 
in  a  book  now  bpfore  me. 
which  the  learned  author  did 
me  the  Konoar  offending  as  a 
prefent  (a  mod  valuable  one 
It  is)  a  few  days  ago.  "  The 
fubverfion  of  freedom  was  the 
evident  purpofe  of  Mr.  Hume 
•in  writing  tU  biftorj  of  Eng- 
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fclvcs-^to  be  fcnfible  of  our  infinite  obligations  to 
<jody  who  pardons  fo  many  (ins  with  (a  much 

bounty 


Und,-^!  fear  we  may  with 
too  n^uch  juilice  aiHrm  the 
fubver^on  of  chriilfanity 
to  bg  the  ohjed  of  Mr* 
Oibboa  ;d  writing  the 
hiftory  of  ib$  decUnt  ofid 
fall  of  tbi  Roman  empire. 
•—Mr.  Lindfey  affirms,  that 
the  fathers  of  the  firft  three 
centuries,  and  confequently 
all  chrillian  people  for  up- 
ward of  three  hundred  years 
after  Chrid  till  the  council 
pf  Nice,  were  oenerally  uni- 
tarians." There  are  bold  at- 
tempts. By  what  mean$  do 
the(e  gentlemen  intend  to 
cftabliSi  their  th^fes,  and 
elFedl  their  ends?  A  little 
ifubveriion  does  all.  Inflead 
of  beginning  by  afcertaining 
fa£is,  and  the^i  prpceeding  to 
deduce  fair  inferences,  begin 
by  afTaming  an  infereiice, 
and  then  accommodate  fads 
to  your  aflumptiqn,  and  your 
work  will  be  done.  Hear 
our  excellent  author. 
•*  Whatever  occurs  in  the 
ancient  writers  of  hiftory  of 
a  fpeculatiye  nature,  we  |ind 
to  be  an  inference  from  a  fa^ 
ftated,  without  any  ieeming 
yiew  to  the  dedudion,  but 
to  the  unadu^fer^ted  repr^fen- 
tation  of  which  the  hiftorian 
appears  to  have  religioufly 
attended.  Whatever  occurs 
in  modern  writers  of  hiftory 
of  a  narrative  nature,  we 
Knd  to  be  an  inference  from 
i  fyftein  previoufly.  afiumed. 


«(ithout  any  feemi(ig  view  t^ 
the  truth  of  the  fads  record- 
ed, but  td  the  eftablinimenc 
of  which  the  hiftorian  ap- 
pears, through  every  fpeciea 
of  mifreprefentation,  to  have 
zealoufly  direded  his  force.'' 
This  is  a  golden  remark, 
and  of  infinite  ufe  in  theolo- 
gical cont^-overfy,  as  the 
writer  of  this  decifive  refu- 
tation of  Mr.  Lindfey  baa 
moft  fully  (hewn.  Inqutty 
into  the  belief  of  th?Cbrifti^MM 
oftbejirft  three  Centuries  ^  re* 
fpeQing  the  one  Godhead  of  tbt 
gather^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghojil 
By  JVilliam  Burghs  Efy* 

Natural  cpnfeqnencet  are 
\try  beautiful,  John  viii. 
14.  Though  I  bear  record  of 
mjfelf  yet  my  record  is  trmi. 
•^-42.  If  God  HAjere  your  fu" 
tber,  ye  'would  love  »#.—- 46. 
If  I  fay  the  trutk^  whp  do  yf 
not  believe  me  f^v/i*  1 6.  Honu 
can  a  meut^  that  is  a  Jimuer^ 
do  fuch  miracles  P'^'^^*  If 
this  man  vfere  not  of  God^  b$ 
could  do  nothing'-^iith.  }\m  2, 
3.  If  the  viord  fpoken  by  sMr 
gels  twos  Jiedfaft^  and  every 
tranfgrejjion  received  ajnjt  r^ 
vaardy  hov)  Jhall  *we  e/captt  if 
tve  negle^  4  falvation  jf^em 
^  the  Lordf  &C.  &C« 

*'  If  true  religion  lie  mnch 
in  the  options,  (uch,  mean's 
arc  to  be  defired  as  have 
much  of  a  tendency  to  move 
the  aftedlions.  Such  booka, 
aoil  fuf  h  ^  way  of  preachi^ig 
tkt 
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feeuHty— to  confecrate  ourfelres  entirely  te  hii 
fcrvice,  as.peFfons  over  whom  he  has  acquired  d 
new  right — and  to  labour  inceflantly  for  his  glory 
in  gratitude  for  what  he  has  done  for  our  lalva^ 
tion.  (4) 

You 


Nat  oral  cii/equena  and 
lawful  ajfumption  may  hm 
joined.  Thus,  one  of  our 
moft  refpe&able  divines,  nar- 
rating the  ilate  of  the  non- 
conformiils  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  and  bedowing 
duly  merited  praife  on  their 
ezteniive    labours,     fidds,— ^ 


the  wordy  and  adminiftration 
of  ordinances,  and  fqch  a 
way  of  worlhipping  God  in 
prayer,  and  iinging  praifes, 
la  much  to  be  deitred,  as  has 
m,  tendency  deeply  to  affect 
the  hearts  of  tho(e  who  at* 
tend  the  means/'  Dr.  Jo- 
tuab,  idijoards    9n   Religious 

(Confequintial  Rea/oning,) 
**  If  they  through  many  a  fharp  inclement  blaft 
The  painful  period  of  their  labours  pafs'd. 
^hall  we  relax  our  toils,  when  peace  profound 
Reigns  all  abroad,  and  funbeams  blaze  around  ? 

(AJfumpti*ve  Rfofoning.) 
But  fhonld  we  (for  who  knows  what  ftorms  nay  rifen 
t^hat  fudden  thunders  (hake  both  earth  and  ikies  ?) 
^e  try'd  Ike  thefe  confeiTors,  let  us  dare 
The  £<rceft  wrath  and  heavieil  doom  to  bear  ; 
For  Chrifti  for  confcience  wealth  and  eafe  refign, 
l^o  frowns,  no  terrors  in  their  caufe  decline/* 
This,  as  all  the  other  publi-     ing  of  a  word,  that  is  tli« 


pations  of  this  truly  worthy 
fervant  of  God,  is  the  lan- 
guage of  a  fair  reafoner  and 
an  upright  man.  Dr»  Gib- 
hMs  in  Mr*  Palmer^ s  Edit,  of 
Calamy. 

(4)  fi#  doaritu  of  God's 
wurcy.  A  dictionary  com- 
piled on  accurate  principles 
would  affix  a  great  number 
pf  didindi  ideas  to  each  term, 
and  would  inform  us,  this 
IS  the  litgral  fenfe  of  a  term, 
that  h  the  meionymical  (enCc 
^\t,  this  is  the  f  of  u/ar  m^Aiir 


tbeologicaL,  juridical  fenfe  tft' 
it,  and  fo  on*  How  oftea 
has  Littleton's  Latin  didi* 
onary  led  boys  at  fchool  into 
bad  Latin  and  Englifh'!  For 
example,  **  Mi/ericors'^merm^ 
ciful,  pitiful,  compaifionatet 
tender-hearted.  Mitis,  maiw 
fuetus.  Cicero/'  Homuncio 
mifericors  would  be  a  very  pi* 
tiful  fellow,  and  a  Tufcan 
Lady  would  be  a  very  un^ner" 
ciful  vixen,  although  ihe 
were  Maurb  mitior  ansuihus* 
(Sec  Horat.  Ode  x«  L.  iii.*) 
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You  nay  alfo  obferve  the  falfe  and  permchm 
confequenceS)  wKich  ungrateful  and  wicked  men, 
who  fin  that  grace  may  abound,  pretend  to  derive 
from  this  doftrine.    They  fay,  we  are  no  longer 

to 


I  do  not  blame  the  di£lionary 
above-mentioqcdy  it  is  a 
food  one ;  nor  do  X  wifh  to 
fee  one  compiled  on  thefe 
principles,  for  it  would  con- 
^ftoffeoo  many  folios  to  lip 
within  ny  reapb*  I  only 
inean  to  remind  a  ftadent 
of  divinity^— that  words  are 
ueceflarily  va^e  and  equi- 
vocal-^that  didionaries  and 
lexicons  are  precarioas  helps 
»— that  each  hndent  of  an  art 
or  fcicnce  ihould  acquaint 
himfelf  with  that  fenfe  of 
terms,  which  belongs  to  bis 
0wn  profe^OBy  left  he  (hould 
faU  into  fuch  a  miftake  as 
that  divine  did,  who  pub- 
liflied  a  book  to  prove  the 
late  dodor  Gill  worfe  than 
an  Arminian,  becaofe  he  had 
nffirmed,  *'  a  man  is  to  be 
jujlified  for  renooncittg  in- 
fant-baptifm.''  The  Dr. 
fifed  the  word  in  its  fofuUr 
^enfey  the  zealot  took  it  in 
«  tbwUgutd  fenfe,  and  faid 
the  Dr.  held  Jmfiificatidtf  not 
|>y  i^  woras  :  bat  by  that 
mficked  work  immeriion. 
I^rgo  Dr. Gill  was  an  Antfno- 
mian.  The  fame  perfon  pub- 
liflied  another  book  to  prove 
Dr.  Watts,  and  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge dangerous  innovators, 
and  heter^ox  divines  for 
prefaming    to    f<iy,   <^  "Dt. 


Watts'spfalms  andhjnnt  Ap^ir 
msa$d  chriftian  woruip,*'  for 
lol  Bailey's  dictionary  fays, 
to  animate  is  to  enHvem  or 
ffu<ken9  now  who  can  ^/«f 
iifCt  and  ^mcktn  a  dead  fool 
but  lefus  Chrift?  8ee  be- 
loved, the  fecond  of  Ephe* 
iians,  and  yttrit  the  firft ! 

To  return,  our  beft  di£tto* 
naries  are  neceiTarily  vaguct 
♦•  M^rty^  f«y«  !>«■•  lohnfon, 
tendernefs  ;  goodneis ;  *pity ; 
wiUingnefs  to  fpare  and  iave; 
clemency ;  mildnefs ;  un- 
willingnefs  to  punifh;  par- 
don i  diicretioo.**  Here  thia 
laborioiis  and  accurate  com- 
piler is  obliged  to  leave  the 
word  in  a  general  meaning, 
illnftrated  by  a  few  pertinent 
examples. 

Divines  diftinguifh  th|^ 
nMTcy  of  God  from  his  Ave. 
**  Godf  whc  is  rich  in  UBacr» 
fir  bis  rnat  lovb,  'wbere* 
^tb  bt  io^ed  us,  quickened  m 
witb  Cbrift.  Epb.  ii.  4,  5. 
The  canfes  ot  our  ialvatiom 
are  mercy  and  love.  1  IhaH 
give  you  the  diftindion  be- 
tween mercy  and  love.  The 
objefl  of  love  is  the  ereatum 
fimply,  the  objeA  of  mercy 
is  the  creature  fallen  into 
uiiferf.  Parents  love  theif 
children :  but  if  they  be  fallen 
into  ipifery  lov^  works  in  a 
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to  conilder  juilice  now  we  are  under  gfaee^  the 
more  we  fin  the  more  Ood  will  be  glorifi^  in  par^ 
doning  us — this  mercy  will  endure  all  the  time  of 
our  lives,  and  therefore  it  will  be  enough  to  ap* 
ply  to  it  at  the  hour  of  death-^with  many  more 
fuch  falfe  confequeDces,  which  mull  be  both  clearly 
ftatedf  and  fully  refuted.  (5) 

It 


way   of  pity.*'    &c.      Dr. 
Goodwin^  t9».,u  fir.  X.  Eph. 

Agreeably  to  this  notion, 
mcTcyy  when  put  for  the  love 
of  God  9  fignifies  undtfirmid 
Jove,  and  by  a  figurative  tour 
it  may  fignify  pardon  to  the 

failty.  Lnkexvxii.  13.  God 
e  mtrciful  to  me  a  finoer! 
•*  I  cry  you  meriy  for  fufpedl- 
fog  a  fryar."  i*  e.  I  beg  par- 
don. Dryden.— By  another 
tour  it  may  fignify  pity  to 
one  in  diftrtfiy  without  the 
idea  of  demerit,  Happy  is 
he,  that  hath  mo'cy  oa  the 
poor.  Prov.  xiv,  21.— By 
another  tour  it  may  iigni fy 
difirttion.  I  lie  at  your  mercy. 
Thy  mircyt  O  Lord!  is  in 
the  heavens.  Pfal.  xxxvl.  5. 
Vague  as  the  term  is,  and 
more  proofs  that  it  is  fo  I 
need  not  adduce,  it  has  given 
occafion  to.  much  contro- 
yex{y9  which  probably  would 
be  diminiihed,  if  not  entire- 
ly fnperfeded  by  a  definition 
of^  terms.  The  do6brine  of 
mercy,  in  Mr.  Claude^s  fenfe, 
is  that  account  of  the  difplay 
of  the  love  of  God  in  re- 
demption,  which  the  Calvi* 
siftick    fyftem   of  divini^, 


gives.  This  fnbjea  is  lareelf 
difcofled  by  Dr*  doodwin^ 
vol.  V.  tart  ii.  Evamgtlicmif 
or  Go/peUbolinefi. 

(5)  State  and  refute  falfa 
eonfequences  drauun  from  the 
doQrine  of  divine  mercy.  Oa 
what  occafions  it  is  proper  to 
do  fo  Mr,  Claude  will  (hew 
prefently.  Here  we  only  ob- 
lerve,  that  falfe  eonfequences 
defefrve  different  treatment 
according  to  the  different 
fources,  from  which  they  pro* 
Ceed^  If  malice  afix  conie- 
quences  to  any  dodrine,  with* 
out  the  leaft  regard  to  truth, 
and  with  a  malevolent  deiigm 
of  afperilng  thofe,  who  be- 
lieve itr  a  good  man  would 
not  go  beyond  the  demerit 
of  fuch  a  flanderer  were  he  to 
imitate  a  Jefuit,  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Owen^  who  fully  an- 
fwered  his  opponent  by  only 
writing  at  the  end  of  each  of 
his  detra£liog  periods,  men^ 
tiris  impudentiffimen  If  ho- 
neft  inquiiitive  ignorance  infer 
falfe  condufions,  it  will  be 
neceffary  at  leaft  to  try  to  in- 
form fuch  well-meaning  pcr- 
fons,  as  may  be  poffeiTed 
with  it.  If  we  have  given 
OQcafion  by  abftrufe  language, 

by 
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•  It  is  much  the  fame  with  the  do&rine  tH  thtf 
efficacious  grace  of  the  holy  Ohoil  in  our  convcp* 
fion,  for  the  juft  and  lawful  confequences^  which 
are  drawn  from  it  are,  i.  That  fuch  is  the  great-^ 
nels  of  our  depravity,  it  can  be  fedified  only  by 
almighty  aid — 2.  That  we  fhould  be  humble^  bc- 
caufe  there  is  nothing  good  in  us— j.  That  we 
Ihould  afcribe  all  the  glory  of  our  lalvation  to 
God,  who  is  the  only  author  of  it — 4.  That  we 
muft  adore  the  depths  of  the  great  mercy  of  our 
God,  who  freely  gave  his  holy  fpirit  to  convert 
us.  (6) 

You 


\y  odd  alTodatlont  of  ideas, 
by  violent  tempers,  or  by  in- 
accent  circumftances,  for 
falfe  confeqaences.  it  will 
be  glorious  to  retra£t»  and 
amend.  It  womld  be  eafy  to 
exemplify  all  thefe :  but  the 
laft  only  (hall  be  attended  to 
now,  in  an  example  from 
Dr.  Goodwin. 

<*  God  faath  laid  up  pro- 
portions of  mercy  for  the 
wicked  as  a  Aocky  which 
when 
broker 

godly."  A  circumilance  un- 
favourable to  this  propofitioB 
is,  it  is  put  in  the  index  of 
a  folio  volumep  and  officially 
ought  to  contain  the  fub- 
fiance  of  what  is  advanced 
in  the  page,  to  which  it  re- 
fers. The  propofition,  as  it 
iftands  here,  is  incomplete, 
partial,  exceptionable,  and 
open  to  many  falfe  confe- 
quences.  Yet  none  of  thefe 
fecming  inferences  ought  to 
be  drawn  from  it,   becaufe 


i  [^«Vy]  fpent,  they  are 
en,  'tis  not  fo  with  the 


the  Dr.  fo  explains  himfelf 
in  the  loboU  olace  referred 
to  as  to  preclude  them.  Sup« 
pofe  a  preacher  to  utter  fucli 
an  unguarded  fencence  in  a 
fermon,  and  to  leave  it  un- 
explained, could  he  (>lame 
auditors  for  inferring  ftrange 
confequences ?  I  trow  not! 
Good'win  on  Eph.  ii.  5.  'vol*  i. 

(6)  Efficacious  grace*  Our 
author  has  explained  himfelf 
before,  vol.  i.  p.  106.  and 
following  pages,  to  which 
we  have  added  a  few  thoughu 
page  108,  note  3. 

The  nature  and  operation 
of  that  divine  power,  which 
is  efTentially  nece/Tary  to  fal- 
vation  uqder^the  name  of 
grace,  has  ever  been  a  fubjeA 
of  contro^rfy  among  di- 
vines; and,  when  peace  is 
preferved,  the  controvcrfy  is 
edifying.  Let  penalties  and 
cenfures,  and  evil  difpofitions 
withdraw,  and  controvcrfy 
may  become  a  privilege  to 
chriilians.  Thefe,  and  not 
mere 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(,  m  ) 

Tou  muft  remark  at  the  fame  time  the  abulea^ 
and  falfe  confequences,  which  inddious  Ibphiilers 
draw  from  this  doftrine,  as  that,  fince  the  conver* 
fion  of  men  is  by  the  almighty  power  of  God,  it 
is  needlefs  to  preach  his  word;  and  to  addrcfs  to 
them  on  God's  part  exhortations,  promifes,  and 
threatnings*»that  it  is  in  vain  to  tell  a  fmner,  it  is 
his  duty  to  turn  to  God,  as  without  efficacious 
grace  (which  does  not  depend  upon  the  finner) 
he  cannot  do  it — that  it  has  a  tendency  to  make 
men  negligent  about  their  falvation  to  tell  them^ 

ic 


mere   fpecnlative    miftakea^ 

have  doDie  all  the  mifchief. 

In  the  fifth  centuiy,  S.  ^n- 

^nftine  and  Pelagius  difputed 

tills  do^ine.     Caflian    the 

monk,  the  father  of  the  Se- 

mipelagians,    ftruck    out    a 

middle  way,  and  each  had 

abundance  of  followers.    In 

the  ninth   century  the  fub- 

Jedt  was  controverted  again. 

On  the  Auguflinian  fide  were 

Godefchalcus,  Ratramn ,  Pro- 

dentins.      Lupus,      Florus, 

Remi ;  and  on  the  oppoiite 

fide  of  the  queftion  were  Ra- 

banus,  Hincmar,  Amalarius, 

John    Scotus,    and    others. 

The    difpute    produced    fc- 

▼eral    councils,    and    many 

fcandalons  confequences.    In 

the  fixteench  ce»tury  the  zeal 

of  Michael  Baius.  a  dodlor 

in  the  nniverfity  orLouvain, 

ftarted    this    fubjeft    again. 

Dr.  Baios,  whofe  oracle  was 

$•  Anguftine,  was  followed 

by  the  Dominicans,  Auguf- 

tines,  Janfenifls,  and  others ; 

the  Jefaits  and  the  popes  took 

Vou  II. 


the  oppofite  fide.  Contro* 
verfies  on  this  fubjed:  pro* 
duced  no  very  remarkable 
confufions  "in  the  reformed 
churches  till  the  feventeenth 
century.  Then  the  fubjeft 
was  ftarted  again,  Arminiui 
and  Gomar  took  different 
fides,  divines  divided  with 
them,  fublapfarianifm  and 
fupralapfarianifm,  freewill 
and  freegrace  were  debated^ 
and  in  1618  decided,  as 
councils  decide,  in  the  Cy* 
nod  of  Dort.  The  fynod 
enabled  what  they  pleafed, 
and,  people  continued  to 
think  as  they  thought  before* 

It  ihould  feem,  all  difpa* 
tants'  on  this,  and  on  the 
other  fubjedts  connected  with 
it,  may  be  arranged  in  three 
clafies.  In  the  firft  we  place 
thofe,  who  dem^  the  whole 
Calviniilick  fy^em,  (fo  we 
may  venture  to  call  it  no^.) 
concerning  grace  and  de- 
crees. In  a  fecond  we  put 
thofe,  who  admit,  affirm, 
and  attempt  to  explain  this 

U  ^       fyfteffl 
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it  does  Jiot  depend  on  their  power.  Tfaefe,  and 
fuch  like  abufes,  muft  be  propofed  and  folidly  re- 
futed. (7) 

Moreover, 


fyftem  in  all  its  parts,  and  to 
reconcile  the  whole  to  the 
received  notions  of  the  loweft 
capacities.  Jn  a  third  we 
place  thoie,  who  take  a  cool 
medium  by  affirming  at  the 
fame  time  God's  /ne  grace 
and  man's  free  agency,  as 
^both  declared  in  fcriptare, 
and  by  confidering  the  con- 
ciliation of  diem  as  a  mjftery 
incompreheniible  to  ns,  and 
not  neceflary  to  be  perfectly 
nnderfiood  in  our  prefent 
ftate.  The  laft  clafs  were 
called  in  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury Symrgifts.  Melanfthon 
firuck  out  this  plan,  Strige- 
lius,  George  Major,  Paul 
£ber,  and  others  porfued  it, 
and  numbers  have  followed 
them.  See  BayU  Sjnergijis. 
Mojheim  Cenu  xvi.  $.  iii,  fart 

(7)  Refiat  tbefallacUus  rea- 
finings  of  infidtQus  fipbifierss 
Many  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  attribute  confequences  to 
dodrines>  which  they«  who 
taaght  them,  never  drew* 
One  of  our  old  divines  com- 
plains of  this.  *'  Godliiiefs^ 
binder  the  fufpicion  of  being 
^afpy,  is  every  where  (lopped, 
examined,  yea  and  foine«- 
•times  whipt  out  of  town  for 
A  runagate.  Like  Sampfon, 
it  has  been  brought  upon 
Stages,  which  are  gften  the 
Devils  pulpitS}  to  make  fport 


for  Ph3iiHnes;  3rea  it  hat 
been  iet  np  as  a  mark  to  be 
fliot  at  out  of  God's  place, 
the  pulpit,  and  puritaniim 
,  fet  up  as  a  ftalking-horle  to 
Hand  behmd,  while  they 
(hoot  through  the  loyns  of 
it."  Dr.  Goodwills  Serm.  §n 
Zeph.  ii.  1,  2,  3. 

This  pradlice  is  not  yet 
obfolete ;  for  of  late  the  doc- 
trine of  regeneration,  lield 
by  all  Chridians,  has  i>een 
difgAifed,  and  ridic-uled  oa 
the  ftage  in  a  fenjelefs  thing, 
called  the  Minor,  by  Foote* 
Here  buffoonery  is  in  cha* 
rader :  but  how  eafily  could 
I  exemplify  it  from  caricatura 
fermons  preached  in  chriHiaii 
congregations,  and  primed 
for  the  puhlick  edification  -  * 

by  A and  B and 

C  -  -  and  fo  on  to  the  end 
of  the  alphabet  ? 

I  am  lorry  to  be  obliged  t# 
add,  fome  very  eood  men^ 
and  worthy  mtnifters  of 
Chrift,  in  other  refpe6b,  have 
repeatedly  affirmed,  that  nii* 
niilers  ou2ht  not  to  exhort 
finners  to  Believe  and  repent 
evangelically.  What  was 
fome  few 'years  ago  called  the 
modem  quejlion  met  with 
more  diicuffion  than  fuch  a 
qucftion  dcferved.  That 
whole  controvcrfy  lay  in  a 
confufion  of  ideas,  a  miC- 
conftrudiion  of  terms,  and  a 
violent 
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Moreover^  this  method  mud  be  taken^  when 
jou  have  occafion  to  treat  of  the  dodrines  of 
elcAion  and  reprobation— the  propitiatory,  facrifice 
d£  Chrift*s  blood — and,  in  general,  almoft  all  re- 
ligious fubjefts  require  it ;  ror  there  is  not  one  of 
tbem  all,  which  is  not  fubjeA  to  ufe  and  abufe. 
Take  care,  however,  when  you  propofe  thefe  good 
and  bad  confcquences,  that  you  do  it  properly, 
and  when  an  occafion  naturally  prefents  itfelf ;  for 
were  they  introduced  with  any  kind  of  aSedadon 
and  force,  it  muft  be  difagreeable.  (8) 


violent  atudhment  to  iingle 
words,  and  unconneded  fen* 
Uncm  of  iciiptore.  See  voL 
ii  page  193.  note  ^«  " 

(8)  />9  not  ifitroduee  fnfu^ 
tatioju  wtkout  mceffiiy.  The 
foi  fbUowuig  canons  are  laid 
down  hy  Urfin,  Zepper,  and 
Keckerman.  '*  i.  Labour 
more  to  confirm  truth,  than 
to  fnpprefs  error,  and  never 
refute  errors,  eixept  when 
jonr  text  requires  yon  to  do 
i).— 2.  Let  obfoiete  errors 
alone.— *3.  Derive  your  con- 
irmations  and  refutations 
from  your  text—* 4.  Expofe 
thoie  modern  errors  only, 
from  which  your  auditors 
are  in  danger.— '5.  Refute 
errors  in  a  tranquil,  placid 
manner,  free  from  all  vio- 
lence and  bittemefs,  and  fo 
convince  your  auditors  that 
you  aim  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
your  people. — 6.  Refute  the 
principal  errors  of  oppo- 
nents :  but  do  not  aim  to 
difcnfs  them  all."  Ktckernum, 
lUkt*  EecL  lik  u  caf^  9«  • 


(9)  Prt^ent  had  cofifi'' 
fiuttces^  I  wifii  I  had  room 
to  tranflate  an  example  or 
two  from  Monfieur  Saurin, 
in  abridging,  I  am  aware 
how  much  I  difguife  him: 
but  neceflity  has  no  law  !  In 
a  fcrmon  on  Hof.  xiii.  9. 
O  Ifrael  thou  baft  deftr&yultby^ 
feiff  he  undertakes  to  proyc 
that  the  deilru£iio&  of  eirery 
finner  proceeds  from  him« 
ielf.  As  Mr.  S.  believed  the 
fame  dodrines,  that  Mr, 
Claude  held,  it  was  necej^ 
fary  for  him  to  extricate  his 
dodlrine  from  fuch  difficul- 
ties, as  are  fuppofed  to  fol. 
low  the  doArine  of  decrees.  / 
In  order  to  this,  he  neither 
on  the  one  hand  leaves  the 
do^^rine  expofed  to  falfe  con. 
feqnences,  nor  on  the  other 
denies  the  dodbine  itfelf; 
on  the  contrary  he  declares, 
that  not  only  as  a  Chriilian, 
but  even  as  a  philofopher  he 
believes  predeftination,  for 
with  him  prefcience  and  pre- 
ordination are  the  fame  thing. 
He  thinksi  nobody  will  deny, 

M  z  tha^ 
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In  general,  then,  this  way  of  good  and  bad  con-^ 
fequences  ought  to  be  ufed,  when  there  is  realbn 
to  fear  fome  may  infer  bad  confequenccs ;   and 

when 


tbat  God  forefaw  the  ifTue, 
to  which  all  things  would  be 
brought  in  the  end,  and  con- 
fcquently  that  not  preventing 
was  allowing  and  appoint- 
ing them.  He  proceeds  to 
lament  the  vanity  of  human 
curiofity  in  pretending  to 
pry  into  that,  to  which  the 
ihaUownefs  of  every  man's 
capacity  might  remind  him 
he  is  not  equal.  He  owns, 
that  himfelf  is  not  able  to 
comprehend  the  matter. 
*^  But  (adds  he)  there  is  no- 
thing  in  this  inability  to 
countenance  the  infults  of  in* 
iidelsy  or  the  fcruples  of  the 
timorous.  1  can  imagine 
only  two  ways  to  fatisfy  an 
inquirer  in  this  matter.  One 
would  be  to  give  you  a  com- 
plete idea  of  the  decrees  of 
God,  to  compare  them  ex- 
a£lly  with  the  difpoiitions  of 
iinners,  and  to  make  it  ap- 
pear by  that  comparifon  that 
iinners  were  not  necsffitated 
Co  commit  thofe  crimes, 
which  caufe  their  eternal  de- 
ilrudlion.  But  this  way  is 
far  above  our  capacities. 
Many  have  undertaken  it, 
and,  although  we  would  not 
refufe  to  their  piety  the 
praifes,  which  are  due  to  it, 
yet,  methinks,  we  owe  this 
teHimony  to  the  truth,  that 
ihey  have  not  yet  fully  fa- 
^sficd  all  4ic  objections,  to 


which  the  fubje6t  if  liable. 
I  fay  more,  without  pretend* 
ing  to  prophecy  I  may  ven^i^ 
ture  to  foretell,  this  never 
can  be  done;  becaufe  it 
would  be  drawing  condu- 
£ons  from  unknown  pre- 
mifes.  Who  can  boafl  of 
knowing  all  the  arrangement, 
all  the  extent,  all  the  com- 
binations of  God's  decrees  ? 
The  depth  of  thefe  decrees, 
the  obfcure  manner,  in  which 
the  fcriptnre  fpeaksof  them, 
and  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
fay  fo.)  the  darknefs  with 
which  they  have  often  been 
covered  by  attempts  to  eel  air* 
cife  them,  place  them  infi- 
nitely beyond  our  reach.  But 
there  is  a  fecond  way,  tiiat 
is  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
deciiion  of  a  being,  whole 
wifdom  and  truth  cannot  be 
fufpefted ;  we  may  iafely  be* 
lieve,  his  teflimony  is  beyond 
all  exception,  and  his  con* 
clufioR  an  infallible  oracle* 
.  We  know  a  being  infinitely 
capable  of  deciding  this 
quefiion,  and  who  indeed  has 
decided  it.  It  is  God.  To 
'  his  glorious  Majefty  I  veiir-> 
ture  to  put  this  qneftion. 

The  eternal  defiiny  of  my 
foal,  before  I  had  a  beings 
does  it  force  my  will  ?  I>o 
what  they  call  in  the  fchools 
predellination,  and  reproba- 
tion d^ftroy  this  propofitioo^ 

if 
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when  they  fccm  to  flow  from  the  text  itfclf ;  for 
in  this  cafe  they  ought  to  be  prevented  and  re- 
futed, and  contrary  confequences  oppofed  againft 
them'.  (9) 


if  I  perifh,    m?  damnation 

froceeds  only  trom  myfelf  ? 
Lemove  this  diiHculty  my 
Gody  and  take  off  entirely 
the  vaily  with  which  this 
intereftine  truth  is«cQ^vered. 
LetQS  tiii^ore,  God  makes 
iis  this  anfwer.  The  narrow- 
ne(s  of  yovir  mind  renders 
this  matter  inconceivable  to 
yon;  it  is  impoffible,  that 
inite  creatures ,  like  you, 
ihoold  be  able  to  underftand 
xhe  extent  of  my  decrees, 
and  to  fee* what  conne^ons 
they  have  with  the  defliny  of 
my  creatures.  I  only  fully 
know  them.  I  declare,  then, 
that  none  of  my  decrees  offer 
Tic^ence  to  any  of  my  crea* 
tures,  and  that  yoar  deftruc* 
tion  can  come  only  from 
yourfelves.  Have  patience ; 
yon  fliall  one  day  perfedly 
Itnow  what  now  you  cannot 
comprehend,  and  yon  ihall 
then  fee  with  your  own  t^^ 
what  you  now  fee  only  with 
mine.  Ceafe  then  to  anti- 
cipate a  period,  which  my 
tvifdom  defers,  and  laying 
afide  {peculation  devote  your- 
felves to  practice. ...  Had 
Cod  explained  himfelf  in  this 
manner,  would  it  not  be  the 
height  of  raihnefs  and  info* 
lence  to  doubt  this  teOimony, 
and  to  deftre  more  light  on 
the  fubje^  ?  Now,  we  affirm, 
God  has  given  this  anfwer  in 


his  jufi  complaints  concern* 
ing  the  vices  of  men,  and  in 
his  compaffionate  attention 
to  human  miferies,  O!  if 
Ifrael  bad  bearkined  unto  me! 
if  tbpu  badft  known  in  tbis  tfy 
dajj  &c,  he  has  anfwtred 
this  by  his  exprefs  aiTurances, 
that  be  defiretb  not  tbe  death  of 
afinrnr^  that  he  is  not  wiling 
awf  fi}ould  perijb^  but  tbat  (3l 
fiould  conUf  &c,  he  has  an« 
fwered  this  by  the  comfort* 
able  ideas,  which  he  has 
given  us  of  his  mercy,  l^ng- 
luffering,  and  patience,  Rom. 
iL  4,  5.  -  -  -  Finally  he  haa 
given  this  anfwer  exprefsly 
in  onr  text,  &c. 

If  the  firft  way  be  entirely 
clofed,  the  (econd  is  entirely 
open:  bnt  men  love  to  take 
an  oppofite  way,  they  leave 
tbings  revealed,  and  raihly 
pretend  to  dive  into  fecret 
tbings  -  -  in  vain  the  finner 
feeks  in  reprobation  what 
flows  only  from  his  own  de- 
pravity. Thou  Lord  doft 
not  fay  to  thy  creatures,  Yield, 
yield  miferable  wretches  to 
my  fupreme  will,  which  de- 
coys you  into  iin,  in  order 
to  plunge  you  into  mifery, 
unto  which  from  all  eternity 
I  have  ordained  you.  Thou 
Lord  openeft  thy  benevolent 
arms  to  us,  thou  ufeft  the 
propereft  motives  to  affe^ 
intelligent  fpirits,  thoa 
openeft 
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XIV. 
RrrtEcr  ON  the  End  proposed  in  an  JEx- 

PRESSION    OR.    AN   AcTION,    (l) 

Although  this  is  not  very  different  from  the  way 
of  principles,  of  which  we  have  already  ipoken : 
yet  it  may  afford  a  variety  in  difcufling  them. 

If* 


^>encft  to  as  the  gates  of 
^aiFcOy  and»  if  we  be  loft 
among  {o  many  means  of  be- 
ing fayed^  to  thes  tvill  hUng 
tigbttoufiufs^  to  Ui  finme  and 
€9nfufioH  of  faci.  Wilt  tbott 
not  fay  to  us,  O  IfraeU  th^M 
haft  deftroytd  tby/elfr'-^^Skr 
h  cwfi  d$  laptrti  dts  picheofj^ 
torn.  ix. 

I  trufty  I  fhall  be  forgtvim 
Ibr  inferting  this  long  extraft, 
when  it  is  remembered  what 
Bttiabers  of  all  parties^  like 
Tertuilias,  begin  their  de^ 
lences  of  their  doctrines  by 
absfing  people,  calling  then 
hard  nannes,  and  delivering 
them  oyer  to  the  devil.  How 
could  that  champion  think 
to  convert  Marcion  by  fuch 
language  as  that,  with  which 
he  begins  the  fifth  chapter  of 
his  fecond  book.  O you  dogs! 
O  caaesf  fuos  foroj  apoftolut 
i»p€Uit  lair  oat  is  in  Deum  njtri'^ 
taiisy  hatfunt  argum$ntatUman 
1^  qu^  obrodiHs,  Si  Dcut 
bonns^  St  prefcim  futuriy  &c. 
There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  be* 
ing  angry  with  an  honeil  man, 
who  like  Mr.  Saurin  propofet 
his  fcntimcnis  with  modefty 
and  candour :  but  who  was 


ever  bullied  into  believing  ? 
Lit  onr  modsration  hi  hncum 
nnto  ail  men,  the  Lord  is  ai 
handm 

(i)  RifleBenends  propo/ed. 
Reflections  of  this  kind  art 
of  great  confequence  to  mi* 
nifters.  i.  In  compofing  fir^ 
mons.~-*'-^Ordinatton  fermoni 
very  properly  turn  o»-^he 
dtfign  of  God  in  appointing  a 
landing  gofpel  miniftry^^ 
on  the  aims  of  bad,  aad  of 
good  mat  in  entering  on  the 
ofice,  aad  fo  on^^funerat 
fermons  are  frequently  com« 
pofed  on  this  plan — tfaei^«* 
^^  of  God  in  afflidiva  pitK 
vidences — the  defyns  of  mi^  ' 
niftirs  in  celeDratine  the 
praifesof  the  deceafe^  anil 
ib  on — Faftfenaotki,  ihank/- 
giwngf  and  eommemoration^ 
fermons  are  often  with  great 
propriety  cooipofed  on  the 
fpecial  tyiews,  and  defigoa 
of  each. 

2.  Attention  to  fcope»  end. 
and  defign  is  necefiary  to  the 
onderftanding  of  the  fenfe  of 
any  writer,  particularly  bib- 
lical writers.  John  xx.  31.^ 
Thf/a  four  gofpels  *wir4  wrseum 
thatje  might  Iclieve  thmt  JefuM 
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If,  for  examine,  you  were  fpeakiflg  of  juftifict- 
cion,  in  th$  ienfe  in  which  S.  Paul  taught  it,  yott 
snuft  obferve  the  ends^  which  the  apoftle  propofed. 


as 


vtbe  Chrtfif  and  that  itUiV" 
ing  ye  might  have  lift  through 
his  MOMi.-^z  Tim.  liL  16917. 
uiil  /criptwrt  is  givm  for  doe- 
ir Wit  for  rtfroof^for  corrtBtMSt 
Jor  iofi ruction  in  righteoujkefs^ 
that  tbi  man  of  God  nuy^  he 
pirfeBy      tbaroughljf  fumijbed 
unto  all  good  *works» — ^Jndeiii. 
/  'wriie  uMtfi  yoa  rf  the  commoa 
faUfosUon^  thai  je  fiosjd  ear* 
meftlj   coJUtnd  for  the  faith* 
All  preacbers  hiave  not  had 
the  fame  views   in   reading 
^efe  iioly  oracles  of  God. 
&>ioe  read  them  as  an  Iriih  ^ 
prieil  read  the  a£l  of  tole« 
ration.    He  £ud  in  a  fermon 
preached  at  Whitehall  1707, 
«'  What  men  call  the  tolera* 
rion  ad  ukes  awav  fome  pe« 
nalties    inflided  ^y  former 
^Qsy  on  DiiTenters:    but  it 
does   not  repeal  or  weaken 
one  tittle  the  ad  of  Unifor* 
mity.     Schism   like  murder 
jrmains  a  damnable  iin,  al- 
thaogh    all    puniihment    be 
taken  away.     There  is   not 
o^e  word  of  toleration  in  tUajC 
Itatotey  calied  the  toleration 
ad.*'  An  old  woman,  named 
Foalks,  had  the  courage  to 
bring  this  reverend  preben^ 
4iary  of  Chrifl's  church,  Dab- 
Jin,  to  take  his  trial  at  Hick*s 
jKall  for  this  court  fermon. 
'Fran.  Higgiw,  Serm.  at  WkUi 
Jhall,  FeL  a6,  1707. 


^  3.    The  Jnce^fs   of  a  aii* 
^ifier's  labours  much  dep^n^f 
on  the  people's  belief  of  dkt 
uprightnefs  of  hi«intention%» 
Never,  furcly,  were  unwoi^ 
thy  ends'  in  preachini;  motp 
notoriottdy  expofed  than  ui 
the  general  .courie  of  CQurt^ 
fermons  from  the  acceffion^ 
James  I.  to  -  the  acceffioa  4^ 
the  prefent  auguft  family,    f 
except  individuals  :    but  a$ 
ioT  tne  general  run  of  coart«- 
chaplains  in  thofe  ti^keSythef 
were  mere  newfinoneeffSi  th^ 
fermpns  Were  a  kind  of  jour* 
nals  of  the  houfe  of  (yixi* 
taal  Lor<ls,  and  they  may  bf 
ftill  coniidered  as  a  kind  d 
tragicomical  church  gasettes> 
Comjpare  ads  of  parlumien^ 
and  lermons,  the  journals  oi 
the  houfe  with  the  fermons  of 
the  year,  and  fee  whether  I 
exaggerate.      When   I  fay» 
fttccefs   depends    on  this*  C 
do  not  mean  fuccefs  in  iUr- 
ing  up  llrife  and  jpenal  laws^' 
in  obtaining  the  favour  o(  a 
prince,  or  nonours  and  pre- 
ferments for  himfelf:  -bqt  f 
mean  fuch    fuccefs   in  pro> 
jnoting  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the    good   of   mankind,    as 
that,  at  which  a  pious  minl- 
Aer  is  naught  by  his   com^ 
miifion  to  aim. 

4.  Aims  and  onds  Ihould 

be    iludied     by    paftors    in 

.  ©rdcr 
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as— I.  To  put  a  juft  difFerence  between  Jefu^ 
Chrift  and  Mofesy  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  and 

to 


order  to.  cburcb-jtovtmrnent* 
There  is  a  generation  of  ani- 
mals of  both  fexesy  and  cf 
all  rankf  and  parties,  who 
join  chriftian  churches  with 
a  view  to  domineer  in  them. 
The  moft  faccefsfal  chief  of 
this  illttftrious  band  is  called 
KAT*  f^o%»r  (I  fpeak  as  a 
fool.)  Thb  Popb*.  Some 
of  the  firft  puritansy  ame- 
ably  to  the  analogy  of  the 
^ngliih  tongue,  which  di- 
sninifhes  a  great  goofe  into  a 
little  goslings  and  dock  into 
duck/r'tf^,  denominated  fuch 
of  their  brethren  as  fought  to 
domineer,  more  papali,  Pofi- 
knfj,  that  is,  little  popes.  In 
laun  they  called  one  of  the 
firil  Papa  ille  JntichrifluSy  and 
the  laft  papicoU^  imago  hUtut^ 
and  I  wonder  they  never 
grecifed  pappa  into  pappax, 
and  that  into  papappax,  and 
that  again  into  papapappax. 
They  knew  Ariftophanes, 
(See  Nsma/.  Aa.  I.  Sc.  4,) 
and  he  might  have  furniOied 
an  apology  for  a  hot-headed 
brother  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Walker,  who  f  Ithily  If  not 
falfely  affirmed  that  a  puritan 
faid,  Diaholus  cacawt  Hie^ 
rarchiam.  It  would  be  ab- 
furd  to  blu(h  in  refuting 
foch  fcribblers  (  for  the  cau(e 
of  confcience  dominion  has 
been  pleaded  by  producing 
the  foul  and  faclious  words 
concerning  it,  which  were 
extorted  from  men  driven  to 


defpair  by  its  exerciie.  In 
this  controverfy  there  is  no 
need  of  literatura  to  plead 
the  caofe  of  toleration,  a  new 
teftamenc  decides  the  mattar. 
An  Egyptian  cobler  founded 
the  chriftian  church  in  Alez^ 
andria,  and  was  pa/for  of  it. 
The  good  man  was  friendly, 
and  his  people  complaifantly 
called  him  father,  or  abba. 
He  was  fucceeded  in  his  office 
hy  a  race  of  men  called  Fa* 
tbers.  In  procefi  of  time  the 
colleagues  being  twelve,  and 
bein^  all  arrived  at  father- 
hood, it  became  necefiary  to 
name  the  chief  paftor  Pappa, 
or  Grandfaiber.  This  inter- 
fering with  another  grand- 
father, he  of  Alexandria  was 
obliged  to  put  np  with  the 
vague  title  of Patriarcbf  head^  . 
or  chief  of  the  fathers.  And 
what  of  all  this  >  What!  -  - 
Why  Mr.  Selden  publifhed 
this  hiftory  from  the  Arabick 
manufcript  of  £utychias*i 
orieines,  with  a  latin  verfioa 
and  large  notes  of  his  own  t 
and  farthermore  Dr.  Pocock 
republifhed  it,  in  his  edition 
of  the  annals  of  Eutychius  - 
Well,  with  what  difign  did 
thefe  le  rned  men  take  fack 
pains  ?  Mr.  Selden's  preface 
to  the  origirtet  will  inform 
you.  It  was  leamedlf  to 
prove  that  Alexandrian  po- 
lity was  proper  for  us.  I 
only  fay,  m^  rule  of  faith 
and  praAice  ii  entitled  ''  the 
new 
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to  Ihew,  ^ainft  thofe,  who  would  blend  them 
tc^cther,  and  ib  confound  both  in  one  body  of 
r^^on^  that  tbey  cannot  be  fo  united.  (2)— ~> 

2.  To 


new  teftament  of  our  Lord 
and  Savvxar  yi/us  Cbrifi^r 
mj  gofpel  is  that  according  to 
Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and 
John  :  and  not  that  accord- 
ing to  the  wills,  fancies,  and 
intereils  of  weak  or  wicked 
writers  in  Arabick. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confi- 
deration,  that  no  fooner  is  .a 
church  gathered  than  ap 
(prings  feme  proud  and  pe- 
tulant Dwtrephesy  njuho  lo<vetb 
to  have  tbt  pre-eminence  J  prating 
againft  the  facred  oracles  de- 
livered by  the  apoilles,  dif- 
couraging  ibnie,  rejeding 
others,  alTuming  a  right  of 
direding  all,  (3  £]^.  John  9, 
10.)  and  becoming,  through 
the  honeft  inattention  of  the 
harmless  brethren,  the  patron 
of  the  living,  the  bime  of 
the  minifter,  and  in  the  end 
the  wolf  of  the  flock,  the 
ruin  of  the  church.  Nothing 
degrades  a  miniHer  more  than 
a  meafi  fobmiflion  to  fuch  a 
contemptible  favage,  who 
not  nnfrequently  rules  him, 
poor  man!  with  a  rod  of 
iron.  What  renders  thefe 
animals  moft  defpicable  is 
their  total  want,  in  general, 
of  every  qualification  necef- 
fary  to  direct  a  flock.  Grofs 
ignorance,  violent  tempers, 
loofe  morals,  ill  manners,  a 
little  grimace  on  Sundays, 
and  ten  years  fuccefs  in  trade 

Vol.  IL 


makes  one  of  thefe  monfters. 
He  is  a  lord  brother  4Lt 
homep  and  he  is  woHe  than  a 
Lord  hijhop  at  a  diftance.  Our 
churches  have  greater  ad- 
vantages than  others  in  this 
cafe.  For  i .  We  have  none  of 
thefe  mailers  till  we  ourfelvvs 
create  them.«-^.  If  our  folly 

five  them  exiftencc  they 
ave  no  civil  power  over 
us. — 3.  We  cam  unmake, 
and  amiihilate  *  them  juft 
when  we  pleafe. — Or  4.  If 
the  minifter  fear,  as  he  has 
fometimes  through  various 
connedions  reafon  to  fear, 
that  to  unhorfe  Diotrephes 
would  be*  to  give  his  ^ood 
wife,  or  children,  or  friends 
a  fall ;  (I  refer  to  Gen.  xlix. 
17.)  If  he  cannot  pluck  up 
fuch  a  tare  without  plucking 
up  wheat  alfo,  and  fo  doing 
more  harm  than  good  (Mat. 
xiii.  29.)  he  may  preferve 
his  own  perfonal  freedom  by 
a  juft  inattention  to  fuch  a 
tyrant,  and  by  fetting  his 
people  an  example  of  love 
of  liberty.  Or  9.  He  may 
give  up  his  charge,  and  dis- 
part, as  many  of  the  beft  of 
men  have  been  driven  to  do. 
In  thefe  little  tyrants  the 
proverb  is  fulfilled.  Religion 
brings  forth  riches,  and  the- 
daughter  devours  the  mother. 
(2)  the  lanxi  and  the  gofpel 
cannot  be  blended  together.  Our 
X  Author 
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2.  To  prefcrvc  men  from  that  t^harifaical  pride, 
which  reigned  amongfl:  the  Jews,  who  fought  to 
eftablifl)  their  own  rigbUoufnefSy  and  not  the  rigbte^ 
oufnefs  ofGod^ — 3.  To  take  avray  fuch  inadequate 

remedies 


author  explains  himfdf  at 
large  on  this  fabjeA,  vol.  i. 
page  ii9»  and  following. 
Some  attention  is  neceiTary 
in  ilndyine  the  hol^  fcrip- 
tures,  and  in  reading  the 
writings  of  divines,  in  order 
to  reconcile  feemiug  contra- 
difUqns  on  the 'doctrine  of 
Aftv.  S.  Paul  affirms,  Rom. 
vi.  14.  that  -Chriftians  were 
npt  under  the  law ;  and  the 
fame  S.  Paul  affirms,  1  Cor. 
ix.  2 1 .  that  they  tvere  under 
the  law;  and|  what  is  ftill 
more  remarkable,  he  fays,  I, 
through  the  law,  am  dead  to 
the  law.  Gal.  ii.  19.  as  if 
the  law  were  dellru^live  of 
itfelf.  The  true  fource  of 
all  difficulties  on  this  fubjed 
is  the  vague,  equivocal 
meaning  of  the  term,  law ; 
the  apoftle  ufed  it  in  different 
fenfcs,  Rom.  iii.  27.  and  an 
inattention  to  this  throws  a 
veil  Over  his  writings. 

Our  old  divines  allowed 
this  equivocal  fenfe  of  the 
word,  iaWf  and  expounded 
•accordingly:  but,  as  thdr 
attention  was  chiefly  turned 
(o  the  eftabliihing  of  that 
article  of  faith,  by  which 
Luther  had  declared  the 
church  (lood  or  fell,  that  is, 
j unification  by  faith  without 
human  merit,  their  writings 
(I  fpeak  with  all  due  reve- 


rence to  thofe  eminent  (er« 
vants  of  Chrift.)  their  writ* 
ings  in  general  leave  the  doc- 
trine of  law  in  a  mift.  See 
Firkins' s  Cm.  9k  Gm/at.  ^. 
ii.  9f  Us  tvorh. 

If  we  take  the  word  laKr, 
as  fcripture  often  Qfeth  it,  f>r 
the  whole  Jenmfi  anntmj^^  wc 
are  under  it,  and  we  are  not 
under  it,  one  part  of  it  anni- 
hilates another  part  of  it,  and 
the  annihilation  of  one  part 
eftabliiheth  the  other.  The 
Jewifli  religion,  or  the /iru;,  is 
confiderable  in /oar  different 
points  of  light,  i .  If  the  sloc^ 
trine  of  Judaifm  be  confidered, 
it  will  appear  to  have  had  the 
fame  fyftem,  that  we  have-** 
the  fame  God-^the  fame  me- 
diator-^revelation  for  a  rale 
of  faith  and  pradlice^^'the 
doflrinfcs  of  creation,  pro- 
vidence, human  depravity, 
divine  affiftance,  and  ib  on* 
In  this  View  the  Jewifh  and 
Chriftiiln  are  not  two  religi- 
ons :  but  one  in  two  different 
de^es  of  improvement;  the 
childhood  ahd  the  manhood 
of  the  fame  pcrfon.— 2.  The 
Jewifh  religion  may  be  con- 
sidered in  a  moral  view.  Here 
again  it  agrees  with  ours. 
Are  Chriftians  Under  a  natu- 
ral, neceflary,  revealed,  eter- 
nal, and  indifpenfible  obliga- 
tion to  moral  redtitade  ?  So 
were 
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ncmfcdies  as  the  law  by  way  of  ihadow  exhibited 
for  the  expiation  of  fins ;  as  facriHces,  and  purifi- 
canons;  as  well  as  thofe,  which  Pagan  fuperftition 
propofed,  fuch  as  ^wafhing  in  fpring  water,  offer- 


ing 


were  the  Jews.  Do  we  fall 
Ihort  of  that  re^itude,  which 
u  rojaiiice  t6  an  exad  con* 
fbrmity  to  the  rale,  and  are 
we  goUty  on  account  of  irre- 
gularity and  depravity  ?  So 
were  they.  Were  they  j  uni- 
fied by  faith  ?  So  are  we. 
See  Rom.  ii.  iii.  iv.  v.  Heb. 
».— t.  The  Jcwi(h  religion 
may  be  confidered  in  an  ex* 
firimnaml  light.  Thas  alfo 
we  agree.  Religioas  pains 
and  pleafuresy  hopes  and 
fearsi  joys  and  forrows  are 
the  fame ;  and  the  pfalms  of 
David  are  pidlures  of  Chriftian 
beartt.— 4.  The  lewifli  re- 
ligion is  eoqiiderable  in  point 
of  Polity 9  Oeeonom^f  Govern- 
ment. Here  we  di^r.  Their 
church  polity  expired  when 
Chrift  died,  and  in  that  new 
fyftem  of  government*  which 
our  divine  redeemer  fet  up, 
lies  the  faperior  excellence 
and  elory  of  the  chriftian 
charch  above  tha$  of  tHe 
Jews.  S.  Paul,  who  was  the 
apoftle  of  the  gentilqs,  mag- 
nified his  office  by  Qxplain- 
iw  the  grounds  and  reafons 
Of  i(;  and,  if  I  may  fo 
fpeaky  this  topick  was  th^ 
f»rt.  of  this  divinely  ip(pired 
man.  Their  charch  was  na- 
tionaly  and  local :  ours  con- 
gregational and  univerfal— 
Tiieir  facerdotal  adminiara« 


tion  was  fucceiSonal  in  one 
family:  our  adminiflration  is 
eledive*T?*Their  fervice  was 
pompous  and  expenfive :  ours 
is  cheap  and  plain— -The 
fpirit  of  their  church  was 
confined  and  partial  $  that  of 
ours  is  liberal,  and  univerfal, 
and  every  chriftian  is  a  phi-  - 
lanthropift.  In  vain  the 
papal  church,  and  others 
along  with  them,  Jetch  mu- 
fick  and  habits,  fafts  and 
feftivals,  priefts,.  who  were 
princes,  and  princes,  who 
were  priefts  from  the  old  tef- 
tamcnt ;  in  vain  do  they  ex- 
plain baptifm  by  circumci- 
fion,  and  the  Lord's  fupper 
by  the  paftbver,  admitting  . 
and  governing  member/  of  a 
fbriflian  church  by  laws  of 
a  ^vovi^ polity ;  S.  Paul  fiiall 
anfwer  for  us,.<lu/  ^rf  deaii 
nvith  Chrift  to  firft  principles, 
given  for  a  temporary  uie  by 
God,  and  perplexed  and  per- 
petuated by  the  traditions  of 
men.  Col.  ii.  20,  22.  And  ' 
thus,  through  the  do£brine, 
morality,  and  experience  oJF 
the  IfinUf  *we  are  dead  to  the 
polity  of  the  Azw,  and  li'ot 
unto  God.  Gal.  ii.  19. 

A  learned  foreigner  has 
treated  the  do^lrine  of  quo^ 
tation  frotn  the  old  teftameni 
with  great  accuracy.  'He 
does  not  immf^^ately  enter 

X  a  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jng  vi(?tims  to  their  Gods,  &c, — 4.  To  bring  men 

to 


into  oar  views  ;  however,  he 
fcrves  the  fubjeft.  His  de- 
iign  is  to  inveftigate  the  pur- 
pofes,  for  which  the  writers 
of  the  new  teflament  quoted 
the  old.  In  order  to  which 
he  enumerates— the  quota- 
tions— the  authors  f  whofc 
words  are  quoted — the  wr/- 
terSf  who  quote  them — and 
fb  on»  till  he  comes  to  his 
laft  article,  the  u/e  of  the 
paifages  quoted.  Prophecies 
are  tjuoted  for  the  falA  of 
ihewing  the  accompli (hment 
of  tYiem-^moral  fentences  for 
the  regulation  of  new  tefia*- 
ment  morality. — allegories  for 

illuflration arguments    to 

prove  do£trines — fbmetimes 
the  fame  palTages  are  quoted 
for  di*uers  ufcs— and  fo  on : 
but  where  ihall  we  find  a 
quotation  for  church-govern- 
ment? Andrea  Kejleri  de 
Di£i,  *vet.  Teft.  in  no'u.  alle^ 
gatione, 
^  The  apoftle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, more  Piulinoy  illufirates 
this  fubjeft  by  a  fet  of  the 
moft  beautiful  images.  We 
have  remarked  one,  vol.  i, 
page  139,  note  7.  Many 
are  in  his  writings,  and  di- 
vines  have  imitated  him  by 
a  variety  of  expreffive  figures. 
That  of  a  ftatuary  making  a 
model  in  wax  or  clay  of  an 
intended  marble,  or  golden 
Itatne  of  a  kinjr  feems  to  me 
well-chofen.  Thus  Proclus, 
patriarch  of  Conftantino- 
pie,  illuflrates  i  Cor.  x,  11. 


tT^iXVTCt  Cx^tKiu^^  &c.  -  — 
but  the  glory  of  this  fubjeft 
is  intrinfick  ;  in  itfelf,  and 
BOt  in  the  theological  wHy  of 
fetting  it  off  we  boaft.  See 
thofe  golden  words  of  Heid- 
egger, printed  in  Capicrit^ 
vol.  i.  page  137,  note  8.  S. 
Prodi  Or  at.  xiv.  apud  BiMhi. 
franc i/ci  Comhefis^  /»«.  i. 

(3)  The  hleod  of  Chrift  i$ 
the  only  atonement  for  fit*  Saft- 
rin  fays,  *^  the  epime  ta  tha 
Philippians  was  written  €Q 
guard  the  believers  tkcro 
again  ft  the  errors  of  diofe, 
who  ht^  polluted  the  doc- 
trine of  the  infant' cherch.  I 
mean  thofe  teachers,  who 
profeffed  to  receive  ami  (ub- 
mit  to  the  gofpel,  but  pre- 
tended,— that  it  ou|ht  to  be 
mixed  with  the  obfervationv 
of  the  Levitical  worfhip-— 
and  that  fuch  worihip  ihould  . 
be  afTociated  with  the  facri- 
fice  of  the  crofs  in  the  jafti^ 
fication  of  a  finner. 

I  aflign  this  end  to  the 
epiftles  to  the  Philippians 
and  Galatian9  to  diftinguift 
it  from  another  end,  which 
the  apoftle  propofed  in  fome 
other  epifties,  particalarly 
thofe  to  the  Romans  and 
Hebrews,  1  he  two  Utter 
were  intended  to  difoufs  the 
controverfies,  which  were  on 
foot  between  unconverted 
Jews,  and  Chriftians :  either 
to  reclaim  the  firft,  or  to 
prevent  the  apoftacy  of  the 
laft. 
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to  the  true  and  only  atonement  for  fin,  which  is 
the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift.  (3) 


Iftft.  But  the  two  ffH-mer 
q}ilUes  were  written  againft 
thofe  converted  Jews,  who 
only  ieemed  to  embrace 
Chrifiianity  in  order  to  make 
a  monftrous  aifociation  of  it 
with  Jadaifm.  The  princi- 
pal work  of  an  interpreter  in 
explaining  thefe  epi files  is 
well  to  diftiiiguiih  thefe  two 
defigns,  and  carei\:lly  to  guard 
agamft  confounding  the  ad- 
verfarieSy  whom  the  apoiUe 
oppofe^.  Oi  e  is  the  thefis  of 
fucn  as  regard  tl^e  gofpel  as 
an  impofture  ;  the  other  is 
the  thefis  of  thofe,  who  confi- 
der  it  as  a  religion  come  from 
God,  bttt  who  think,  we 
OQght  not  to  feparate  from  it 
the  Leviiical  ceremonies, 
which  had  the  fame  origin. 

The  principal  cauie  of 
confuiiion  npon  {his  fubje£i 
is,  that  ibme  of  the  princi- 
ples, which  ferye  to  refute 
the  Jews,  who  wholly  rejeft 
the  gofpel,  ferve  alfo  to  re- 
fute thofe,  who  would  re- 
ceive and  debafe  it  by  mix- 
ing with  it  Levitical  rites. 
For  this  reafon  the  apoille 
repeated  a  part  of  what  he  had 


faid  againft  the  Jews  in  his 
epiftle  to  the  Romans,  in  his 
epiftle  to  the  Galatians 
againft  Judaizing  Chri^ans^ 
however  diiferent  the  doc- 
trines of  thefe  erroneous  peo- 
ple were.  Such  are  thefe 
principles.  Man  is  not  jufti^ 
Jied  by  njnorks  but  by  faith. 
Rom.  iii.  28,  &c«  Gal.  ii. 
16. — As  many  as  are  of  the 
tvorJ^s  of  the  larw  are  under  thi 
curfe.  Gal.  iii.  lo. — The 
laiv  ijuas  our  fcboolmafter  to 
bring  us  to  Chriji.  Gal.  iii.  24* 
'—Abraham  believed  God^  and 
it  nvas  counted  to  him  for  right" 
eoujnefs.  Rom*  iv.  3.— But 
there  are  alfo  in  this  epiftle 
to  the  Galatians  other  prin- 
ciples, which  re^^f<i  o^l/ 
Judaizing  Chrimans,  and 
which  cannot  be  applied  at 
all  to  the  Jews.  As  thefe. 
If  fwhile  <wefeek  to  hejujiifed 
by  Chriji  ive  our/elves  alfo  are 
found  ftnners — If  I  build  again 
the  things  «whiih  I  deftroyed,—* 
Thefe  can  only  regard  the 
fyllem  of  Judaizing  Chrif- 
tians."  8aur.  Ser.  torn,  viii» 
fur  Us  ciioyens  du  cielf  8cc 


XV. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    ^66    ) 


XV. 
Consider  whether    there    be   any   Thing 

REMARKABLE      IN     THE     MaNNER     OF     THS 

Speech  or  Action.  (4) 

For  example.     In  all  thefi  Aings  we  are  mare 
'than  conquerors  through  him  thai  kvedus.    Rom. 

viii. 


(4)  Remark  the  manner  of 
mm  expreffion.  This  topick 
IS  of  incomparable  utility  in 
difarming  an  adverfary,  in 
juftifying  your  own  mode  of 
iattaclcing  him,  in  proving, 
ill  nitrating,  or  aggravating 
a  fubjed.  A  few  brief  ex- 
amples follow. 

I.  To  confound  an  advcr- 
farv.  Before  Erafmus  firft 
puoliflied  his  annotations  on 
the  new  leftament,  he  be- 
fbught  Edward  Lee,  after- 
ward archbilhop  of  York,  to 
examine  and  correfi  them. 
Lee  did  fo.  Erafqios,  as 
might  have  been  expected, 
abufed  him.  Lee  iuftiiied 
himfelf ;  and,  befide  diiprov- 
ing  the  afTertions  <^  his  ad* 
verfary,  availed  hxmfelf  of 
the  manner t  ii^  which  he  had 
treated  htm,  and  largely  de- 
fcanted  on  Erasmian  mo- 
desty, which,  fays,  he,  is 
become  proverbial.  The 
language  of  Erafmus  is  too 
bad  to  be  tranfcribed :  but 
Lee;  having  repeated,  itthu|s 
interrogates  and  exclaims. 
**  Rogo  te  Erafme.  Haecci- 
ne  lunt  verba  te  digna,  qui 
Yideri  vi?  film  (beelognst  ac 


cenfir  or  bis  f  Quid  potuit  dici 
fpurcius,  odiofius,  virulen- 
tius  ?  Aut  quis  rabulay  quia 
fcurra^  quis  mimtUt  .quis  ^i- 
irinariui  tarn  foeda  expurgaf- 
fet?  &c."  The  prefumptioa 
in  thefe  cafes  is  always  againft 
the  railer.  Epift,  JpoL  Eil. 
Leei\  Anno  I$1Q.  ad  calcm 
ejufd*  Annotaf./ol,  14a 

2.  The  manner  of  an  op- 
ponent will  frequently  juA 
tify  a  peculiar  manoer  of 
attacking  him.  Thus  our 
Dr.  Ames  jufli/ies  his  expoi^ 
Ing  to  paoifts,  and  to  the 
whole  world,  the  treatment* 
that  the  puritans  had  met 
with  from  the  epifoopaliaoa 
of  this  country.  *'  Cuni  pi- 
entiffimi  viri,  veriq^ne'tenai- 
ciffimi,  inK)  per  ebrtim  latera 
veritatis  pars  ndn  minim^ 
non  erroris  taiitum,  fei^  fchi/- 
matis,  fed  hterefeos  iiifimo-^ 
lantur,  cum  non  privatim 
hxc  tanta  crimina,  icd  fcrip- 
tis  pubiicis  auda^er  inten- 
tantijir,  ita  at  non  aaditi^ 
tantum  et  incerto  rumore: 
fed  conilgnatis  tabuUs  ail 
holies  jam  fmt;  perlata,  quod 
et  alias  liquet,  et  ex  coUo-^ 
quio  Hamptonienii  a  pontt* 
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•viii.  3'^.  You  may  remark,  that  thcrt  is  a  more 
thah  ordinary  force  in  thefe  words  fnore  ibin  con- 
querors 5  for  they  exprefs  a  heroical  triumph.  He 
docs  not  fimply  fay.  We  bear  our'  trials  with  pa- 
tience ;  he  not  only  fays.  We  fhall  conquer  ih  tnis 
conflift :  but  he  affirms,  PTe  are  more  than  conquerors* 
It  is  much  that  faith  itfifts  trials  without  being 

oppre£fed^ 


&c&i  fkao  Gallico,  et  Pari- 
iiis  edito,  &c.  &c."  Purita- 
mi/mus  Jnglicanus,  fraf.  l6io. 
Vid«  etiam*  Fitrcii  vindicite* 
md  Exter.  fhepL  AfpiUati0. 
3.  The  manner  fometimes 

Covesm  Oor  author  avails 
mk\{  of  this  in  renderine 
two  difputed  points  clear  and 
evident.  '*  During  the.  laft 
twenty  years  before  the  fap- 

freffion  of  proceftantifoi  in 
rance»  by  revoking  the  edid 
of  Nantz,  which  had  allow- 
.ed  the  open  profeffion  of  it» 
there  was  a  continual  feries 
of  decrees,  edi£U,  declara- 
tions»  orders,  condemnations 
of  charches,  defolations  of 
•cemples,  civil  and  criminal 
procefles,  imprifonments,  ba- 
nifliments,  fines,  privations  of 
offices,  depriving  parents  of 
children,  and  various  other 
perlecutions,  nothing  was 
heard  but  this  kind  of  dif- 
coarfe.  The  king  will  ba^e  it 
y^-'^Tbs  king  bcu  taken  it  in 
iftmdy  and  {o  on.  Hencefor- 
ward it  muft  be  faid  in  the 
fexAgdom,  /  do  not  Bdiive  bt^ 
€-au/e  I  am  ^r/uaded:  but  I  he- 
lienie  bicauft  the  king  *wouJd 
bofve  me  believe.  To  fpeak 
pxoperly,  this  is  equal  to  fay- 


\Xkgf  I  bilievf  n§tbing,  I  wtt 
frofefs  myfelf  a  furk,  mr  m 
Je^t  or  wbativer  tbe  kif^ 
fleafci,^*  Hence  our  author 
concludes,  iirft.  That  protef- 
tantifm  was  invincible  by  lea- 
Ibning— and  next,  that  a  re- 
lieion  depending  on  the  will 
of  a  prince  would  naturally 
fupport  icfelf  by  ruining  (bme 
or  his  fubjeds,  and  by  en- 
flaving  the  reft,  Ptrficut. 
of  Frencb  Proteft.  1686, 

4.  Manner  iJluftratet  and 
aggravates,  i  Theff.  ii.  10, 
1 1,  7,  8»  Te  are  wtnfffef^  bovj 
boUljf  and  JM^lyt  and  unbUune^ 
ably  ive  bebaved  ourfehns 
among  yon  -  -  we  exborted, 
and  comforted^  and  cbarged 
every  one  of  you,  at  a  fatber 
dotb  bis  cbildren  -  -  We  ntsire 
gentle^  even  as  a  nurfe  cbe-^ 
rijbetb  ber  cbildren.  $$  being 
etffe3ionately  defirouSy  &c,— 2 
Cor.  xiii.  10.  /  fljall  ufe 
Jbarpnefs^  &c.— Gal.  iii.  i. 
Qfoolijh  Galatians  !  wbo  batb 
be'witcb/d  you? 

Manner  of  preaebing  U 
known  to  be  an  article  of 
great  confideration  to  audi- 
tors ;  divines,  therefore,  who 
write  on  the  fubjedl,  never  fail 
to  exhort  preachers  to  acquire 
•  an 
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opprcffcd;  it  is  more  to  conquer  tfecfe  trials  after 
a  rude  combat :  but  to  affirm  the  believer  ffiall 
be  more  than  a  conqueror  is  as  much  as  to  {ay»  he 
fliall  conquer  without  a  combat,  and  triumph  with- 
out refiftance ;  it  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  he  fliall 
make  trials  the  jnatter  of  his  joy  and  glory,  as  the 
ajpoftle  fays,  we  glory  in  tribulaiion^  confideruig 
mtm  not  as  affli&ions  and  forrows  :  but  as  divine 

honours 


an  agreeable  manner  of  de- 
livering their  difcourfes. 
Cardinal  Borromeo,  who  was 
alfo  archbiihop  of  Milan, 
drew  up  a  plan  of  preaching 
lor  the  ufe  of  the  clergy  of 
his  diocefe,  and  very  pro- 
perly, having  iirfk  given  in- 
ftruftions  concerning  the 
moiter,  or  the  doarinc  of  a 
icrmon,  treau  of  what  we 
'  call  manner  under  the  article 
^  form,  by  which  he  means 
ilyle,  elocution,  voice,  ac- 
tion, and  whatever  elfe  may 
belong  to  expreffing  and  de- 
livering a  lermon.  "  Elo- 
cutionis  genus  exquifitum  ne 
AfFeftet— /«f»w  oronem  fugiat 
•— imperitsB  muhitudinis  con^ 
faetndinem  ioquendi  ne  fc- 
quatur — verba  antiqua  ct/#- 
regrJna  fugiat— 3/w//,  fvrtuna, 
infwtmtii  nomjna,  aliaqueid 
generis  omnino  cavebit'— 
Epitbttmrum  item  nimium 
ttfum,  et  p9eticum  dicendi 
genns  ne  confe^etur— anicu- 
farum  non  adhibeat  pro*virbia 
-»Teju(dem  rei  repetitionem  vi- 
tet — Cum  de  peccatis,  ad 
luxuriam  pertinentibus,  agit, 
cautionem  adhibeat,  ne  im- 


prudens  in  Afemna  verba  ia- 
cidat— videat  ne  loqoendo 
turpcs  C9gitatiwui  injiciat— 
aduUtimis  verba  onnino  fu- 
giat—^m^'ff^M  dicendi  ge- 
nus caveat-^Ne  amSigtu^  nc 
conci/e  item,  ut  auditores  ia* 
certo  fint,  ne  obfcur$  ioqaa- 
tor— ^0CfM  et  a&imum  ita 
temperare  concionator  coaa- 
bitur,  ut  non  ex  arte  petere, 
fed  verc,  et  ex  naiurm  dicere 
videatur — ^non  importune^^- 
gtftwn  pahnis  firiat :  fed  ctti 
rei  magnitudo  pofcit— non 
per  fug^eftum  quaii  vo/ita^f 
nunc  ex  hoc,  nunc  ex  illo  an- 

gulo    profiliens Reams    in 

ittggetfu  ftet — nc  naret  cor- 
ruget— ne  iabra  lambat— ne 
mentum  peftori  affieat-— ne 
hracbinm  tanquam  gladiator 
immoderate  projiciat— ne 
4u£iaty  ntixpjtat  crcbro,  nifi 
neceffitate  coadkus^— nc  in 
eloquendo  per  nares  mijorem 
fpiritus  partem  efFundat^ 
ne  crcbro  anhelrtu**  &c.  &c. 
Carol  Borromai  S.  Prmx. 
Cardin.  it  Arcb,  Mediol  Pa/- 
lorum  inftru^ioms.  CufiU  di 
forvf,  di  die.  de  V9ci* 
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IboriDurs  and  favours.  (5)  This  w?s  alfo  the 
apoftlc's  mind,  when  he  wrote  to  the  Philippians, 
unto  you  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chrijty  not  only 
to  beUeve  on  bim^  but  alfo  to  fuffer  for  his  fake. 
He  confiders  fufferings  as  gifts  of  the  liberality  of 
God,  for  which  the  faithful  are  obliged  to  be 
thankful.  So  in  this  other  pafTage,  /  am  per- 
fuadedy  that  neither  deaths  nor  life^  nor  angelsy  nor 
frindpalitiesj  nor  powers^  nor  things  pr^ent,  nor 
Mngs  to  comsy  nor  height^  nor  depths  nor  any  other 
creature  jball  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 
Cod^  which  i^  in  Cbrift  Jefus  our  Lord.  You  may 
here  remark  the  heroihn  and  magnanimity  of  S. 
PauL  His  faith  fcems  to  defy  all  the  powers  of 
nature.  He.  aflembles  them  all — life — death— 
Cf^elSy  &CQ.  to  triumph  oyer  them,  and  to  exuk 
in  their' defeat.  This  language  marks  a  full  per* 
fiiafion  of  the  favour  of  God,  and  an  invincible 
confidence  in  his  love.  (6) 

Such 


(5)  Mori  flam  conquerors. 
Whether  Mr.  Claude  took 
Ills  thoQghts  upon  this  paf- 
iage  from  Chryioftom  I  know 
not,  but  both  fpeak  very 
much  alike.  The  whole  is 
too  long  to  tranfcribe,  1*11 
infert  only  a  few  lines. 

To  y<Xf  3n  ^a,v[uxTov  thto 

tTifj    OVX,  Oil   WV  VlHOi^V  fMVOVy 

«AA  ori  Mai  ft  oiv  imSou>iMO' 

Id^Pt    ViMWfJLBVi    KCU    OUX    OTTT^US 

UMOffjitv  owi  XnEPNIKft- 
M£N.  TovTSf-i,  (ATra  evmo^m^ 
awaanify  '  x^p^  iipartiv  ncu 
vrmonr  ou  yap  vpayfjiara 
tnrofjityomiy  a^>a  mv  yvofx^v 
9rafac-xtua(ovTEi  jaowv,  outu 
natvraxov  xoi  rpo'iraia  irutAiv 
Vol.  1L 


nara  rav  tx^pm*  xou  ^AoXa 
EixoTO^  Oeo;  yap  cnv  rifMV  o 
ZTNATaNIZOMENOZ. 
fcti  Toiwv  aififfTn^nK  •«'  fwtn- 
(ofji^voi  rm  puzri^ovTuv  ^epiyi^ 
uofXE^a,  Sec.  &C.  Cbryfcft. 
Opera 9  torn.  iii.  crai.  15. 

(6)  Per/uajion  ef  the  favour 
of  God.  1  do  not  know 
whence  it  is  (fays  Monfieur 
Saurln)  but  the  fadl  is  cer- 
tain ;  of  all  churches  in  the 
world,  there  are  none,  that 
wrcft  the  dodrine  of  aflu- 
rance  as  fomeof  ours  do.  No 
where  do  they  draw  confe- 
quences  more  direftly  oppo- 
fite  to  thofe,  which  naturally 
flow  frOm  thisdo^rine,  than 

Y  here 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C    »7o   5 

Such  remarks  as  thefe  may  be  made  upoit 
many  cxpreffions  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  wherein  are  di(^ 
covered  dignity  and  majefty,  which  cannot  bcloiig 
to  any  mccr  creaturq;  as  when  he  fays.  Before 
Abrdbam  was  I  am  (7) — TPTnlfi  1  am  in  the  world 

iam 


bere  amongft  us.  People  lall 
theihfelves  adeep  in  a  chime- 
rical confidence^  and  they 
reft  upon  imaginary  fyftems 
and  ^fTurance,  which  ought 
to  reft  only  upon  the  rock  of 
dges,  Thfcfe  perfons  make  A 
fcruple,  even  when  enga|;ed 
in  the  n^oft,  criminal  habits, 
of  faying,  they  doubt  of  their 
falvacion  :  and,  as  if  a  per- 
fuafion  of  being  faved  dif- 
charged  ^s  from  the  necef- 
iity  of  working  out .  our  fai* 
vation»  a^urance  of  getting 
to  heaven  is  confidered  as  a 
virtue,  which  fupplies  the 
want  of  every  other  -  -  -  / 
am  per/uadedf  fays  S.  Paul, 
ti  what  ?  of  being  faved  live 
in  what  manner  I  will?  N09 
hvLlIam  ferfuadedthat  ntither 
death  nor  life  can  feparate  mi 
from  the  love  of  God,  That 
is,  I  am  periuaded  I  fhall 
triumph  over  all  temptations, 
.  and  perfevere  in  loving  God. 
Sauria^  fer,  torn,  ii,  S,  pre- 
mi  ere, 

(7)  So7m  pkrafes  an  ex- 
prejfive  of  dignity.  There  is, 
undoubtedly,  a  great  deal  of 
.truth  in  this  remark:  but. 
It  muii  be  allowed,  great 
;iccuracy  and  prudence  are 
necefTary  in  determining  and 
urging  fuch  modes  of  fpcech 
:ii  contxoverfy.    Here,  then. 


it  fhould  feem»  the  necefGty 
of  philological  knowledge  for 
a  minifler  of  the  gofpel  cdmcs 
in&  None  but  a  good  pkUo^. 
logift  ought  to  deal  in  arga», 
ments  taken  from  idiomf» 
epithets,  tour^of  expneffion; 
in  a  word,  from  the  nature 
and  ftrudure  of  «  langaagc* 
Theodoret  lays  down  this 
rule,  ^*  Kon  funt  dognutun& 
norma  cenfenda,  qu^  in  Ec- 
clefia  panegyrice  et  decla- 
matorie  dicuntnn''  This 
rule  is  applicable  to  many. 
anoitytMus  orations  bound  np 
with  thofe  of  fome  of  the  fa- 
thers, which,  probably,  were 
only  private  declamations  of 
ftudents  of  divinity  imiutive 
of  a  father,  laid  up  with  his 
works  as  pretty  t flays  and 
elucidations,  and,  after  they 
had  acquired  the  venerable 
marks 'of  moths,  and  duft, 
atid  antiquity,  publiihed 
with  the  genuine  works  of 
the  father.  The  fame  rule 
may  be  applied  to  many  de- 
clamatory lives,  legends,  ora* 
tions,  and  other  dlfcourfes; 
for,  in  fuch,  hundreds  of  fine 
words,  lines,  phrafes,  and 
expreffions  actually  mean  no- 
thing at  all.  I  will  not  at 
prefent  cite  examples  frop^ 
pretended  reafoners  in  theo- 
logy :  but  I  will  endeavour 
firft' 
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T  am  the  Tight  of  the  world — All  mine  art  tbine^  and 
thine  are  mine^  and  lam  glorified  in  them — Te  believe 

in 

fome  feven  or  eight  hvndred 
years  hence  write  the  life 
of  that  Mr.  Vicechancellor^ 
whom  the  profeflbr  compli- 
mented»  he  ought  neither  tQ 
feek  his  birth  m  Hakfpan's 
nobilist  nor  his  mental  excel- 
lence ia  his  confultiffiiM^  nor 
in  both  the  neceilicy  of  pof- 
ieffing.  difcretion  and  fame 
ia  order  to  procancellariaa 
preferment.  There  is  nobile 
genus — nobile  /^^«/— nobilc 
ir0/«fxr-*nobilis  Phalaridis 
/attr«/-»nobile /2ir/ff«/. 

Monfieur  Voltaire  ob- 
fervesy  God  called  Cyrus  bis 
Jhefberdi  Ifai.  xHv.  28.  and 
Nebuchadnezzar  bisfer'vant^ 
Jer.  xliii.  y^  aod  thence 
concludes  very  gravely,  that 
the  religions  of  Babylon  and 
Per£a  Were  as  agreeable  to 
God,  as  that  of  the  Jews 
was.  (fur  la  tolerance^  chap. 
xii.)  Some  divines  have  re- 
markedy  that  Cyrus  faid,  the 
God  of  heaven  gave  him  his 
kingdom.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.. 
23. — that  NebacKadnczzar 
called  Jehovah  King  of  hea- 
nt^t  Dan.  iv.  '37. — that  Ar-. 
taxerxes  called  Ezra  a  fcribe 
of  the  God  of  heaven^  and 
Acknowledged,  he  had  the 
law  of  God  in  his  hand,  Ezra 
vii.  12,  14.— that  S.  Luke 
wrote  to  a  Theophilusy  a  lover 
of  God,  Ads  a.  i.— thatS, 
Paul  allowed  Feftus  to  be  a 
man  mofi  noble^  A6ts  xxvi, 
.25.    and  great  intelligence 

y  2  ]^av0 


jM  to  convey  my  idea  by  an 
cxamplep  in  the  inanity  of 
which  we  have  no  intereft« 
The  celebrated  Hakfpan  en- 
tered on  his  hebi-ew  profef- 
Ibrihip  in  the  nniverfity  of 
AltdorfF  in  Switzerland,  by 
an  oration  on  the  necefiity  of 
iocred  philology  in  divinity  ; 
and  thos  he  benns,  **  No- 
biliffimi,  ainpliSmi,  pru- 
dentiffimiqoe  domini  Scho- 
larchae,  Domini  benigniflimi 
•^Nobilis  atqne  confultiflirae 
doffline  Procancellarie-* 
Magni£ce  Domine  Redtor-— 
niaftres  atque  generoii  do- 
mini Barones— •Spedabiles  ' 
fittgalarum  facultatum  De- 
cani, viri  revere«di  pluri- 
mnm,  confaltifimi,  experi- 
entiffimi,  clasiilimi,  Profef- 
ibres  celeberrimi,  fautores 
atque  amici  honOratiflimi— - 
toque  licerariae  juventutis 
corona  ornatiffima,  le6tiffi- 
ma*' — ^If  the  queilion  were 
concerning  the  oratorical  va? 
lue  of  this  addrefs,  perhaps 
it  would  diminiih  in  compa- 
rifon  wrth  the  £mple  ftyle  of 
DignifDme  Domiae,  Domine 
Procancellarie,  et  tota  Uni. 
Veritas.  But  it  lies  before  us 
here  in  a  logical  point  of 
view,  and  although  we  were 
to  admire  the  fertility  of  the 
profefibr's  venius,  the  com- 
plaifance  of  his  addrefs,  and 
ihe  punftilious  accuracy  of 
his  traits  de  graces  yet  we 
xnuft  fay,  fliould  ^  hiilorian 
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m  Gody  heUeve  dfd  in  iHe^-Whtt/vtvir  yi  fltdla/k  ilt^ 


have  they  derived  from  each 
of  iheie  articles :  bat,  were 
I  to  puQiih  one  of  thefe  triflere 
with  a  taik,  I  would  require 
him  to  compofe  a  iermon  on 
thefe  words>  King  Abafuerus 
ftnt  a  dicrtit  and  a  letter  into 
emery  pro'vince,  that  the  decree 
ftfouid  be  puhlljbed  in  the  /««- 
guagey  and  according  to  the 
•writing  of  e*verj  people* 
Eilher  i.  20»  22. 

The  learned  Hakfpan  ob- 
ferves  very  juftly,  that  this 
tule  of  Theodoret  does  not 
hold  good  in  the  articles  of 
our  faith.  "  Non  eadeni 
fern  per  philologix  facrs  ra- 
tio eil.  Alius  in  faggeftu^ 
in  Academiis  alius  myileria 
tradit;  uteique  modo  di* 
TerA)»  &c«  of  this  he  gives 
many  wellchofen  examples*^- 
De  locutionihus  facris**— De 
pominihns  di'^^inis^^Dc  ange" 
forumf  damenupique  nomini- 
bus,  &c.  &c.    Among  other 

.  excellent  remarks,  h^  fully 
anfwers   Goflavius,  Socinus, 

'Crellius,  and  others,  who^ 
having  found  in  fcripturc 
tivo  almighty  Gods,  one  fu* 
preme,  and  the  other  fubor« 
4inate,  aiTure  us^  that  dsof 
Hands  for  the  fuhor dinette^ 
god,  and  o  ^eof,  theos  with 
an   article   for   the  fuptem$ 

•  -God.    J>e  fpiritufanQo  33.-^ 
Di/put..$ylioge.   Tbeod.  Hat- 
Jpaniin . 

It  may  not  be  improper  in 
this  place  to  add  *one  word 
congerping  thofe  aUocuiiom^ 


or  introdaflory  titles  and 
addrefles.  Which  aie  propet 
in  chriClian  fermbn3.  S.  Tho* 
mas  taught  che  church  of 
Rome,  that  the  angel  Ga« 
brici  faluted  the  Virgift 
Mary  in  exad  conformity  to 
Cicero's  rule  de  benevolentia 
captanda,  when  he  fai^, 
Hailt  and  fo  on,  Luke  i.  e8« 
Accordingly,  the  Romiih 
preachers,  generally  after  the 
exordium,  always  pay  their 
refpe£^s  to  this  patron«fs  ia 
the  angel^s  words.  This  ia 
abfurd.  Can  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  God  has  doomed  the 
virgin  to  undergo  the  fadgae 
of  hearing  all  the  fermons, 
that  are  preached  in  the  pa- 
pal church?  There  1$,  how* 
ever,  a  proper  ufe  of  fober 
introductory  addreiTes.  The 
French  kij)g's  chaplains  al- 
ways begin  their  fermoM 
before  his  majefty  with-^ 
Sire!  Thefe  are  the  words  of 
Jefus  Chrift--.ThUs  ^ke  a 
prophet--To  know  God,  and 
to  love  him  is  holiaefs  and 
happinefs,  &c,-«-In  the  chapel 
of  a  nobleman — Mj  Lord-^ 
In  that  of  a  nunaery-«-£Wi^x 
—In  common-^ilfy  Brethrem^ 
and  fo  on.  The  beft  writert 
in  this  church  advife  the  ufe 
of  fober  titles  and  addreifa 
taken  from  fcriptare,  and 
free  from  fecular  bombaft. 
De  tredicat,  E*vang.  J9euu 
Segoliene,  L  ii.  eajf.  49,  50^ 
51. 

The 
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wy  nam  that  will  I  do.    There  are  many  paflag^ 
rf  the  fame  kind.  (8)  ; 


.  Tie  iiitiro4u£tory  language 
of  the  apoftles  is— iW*«r  of 
ymdeay  all  je  that  diAJill  at 
Jenffedim.'  Ads  ii.  14.—}^ 
TuUrs  anitUersy  I  v.  8.  Men^ 
hrithrtnj  and  faHhirs^  vii.  2, 
r^I^n  of  IJraely  and  ye  that 
fuer  Gsd^  xiii.  \6.-^T£  fftett 
cfAtb€nSy  xvii.  22. — My  littk 
tbildren^  Gal.  iv.  19. — My 
hrethriHt  fny  joy  and  crown  ^ 
Fbil. iv.  i.^^B^lovedt  1  John 
IT-  i»  7>,  1  U-^Diarfy  iiloved^ 
Ph.  iv.i.  In  imitation  of  t}M?(?» 
our  minifters  fay — Brethren 
^ChriftiaDS-r:Fenow-Chrif- 
tiabSy  &c.  &c.  a  goo4  judge 
Ajft  <' true  |>olitenefi  coiifxSt 
in  giving  to  every  one  the 
greateft  fatisfadion  in. our 
power,  c'onfequently  it  pro* 
icribes  all  empty  and  Iom^  cem- 
pHmeots. 

(8)  ^betttunner  is  eonfideti^ 
hie  in  martf  pajfagts*  This 
common-place  like  9II  the 
reft»  may  be  very  advait- 
tageottfly  ufed,  when  proper 
difcernment  is  employed :  on 
the  contrary*  what  an  occa- 
sion of  trifling  when  love  of 
(he  marvellous  fuffers  fancy 
to  make  the  choice !  Tims 
when  fcripture  fpeaks  of  the 
jafper,  the  chryfolite*  the 
topaz,  the  amethyft.  Rev. 
x^i.  19,  20,  ktu  it  is  not 
enough  to  have  them  for 
irnaments  :  but  we  muft  alfo 
take  them  for  medicines ;  they 
^all  be  pulverized,  and  pre- 
scribed for  difeafes,  or  hung 
about  the  neck  to  preferve 


fiMi  ttatagians ;  "ail  i^ 
when  the  holy  ghoft  fpake 
of  precious  Hones,  he  meant 
to  convejr  the  idea  ^fhgating* 
By  fuch  principlesjuftin  Mar- 
tyr found  the  frofidf  Chrift 
in  the  horn  of  the  Rhinoce- 
ros, Pfalm  xxii.  22.  To  ytt^ 
K%^€LTm  (M\9K^fen^iV  en  ra 
5^«^<t  TK  rrtvpK  f r/  (JLoyou  Tpe- 
i^^ymttyiMW  t//EA/F— thu^  alfor 
Tertullian,  after  Cyprian  and 
juflin,  expounds  Dent,  xzxiij* 
17.  Tauri  decor  ejust  49rmna 
unicdrnie  cornua  ejus,  imiisna" 
tiones  'ventilahit  pariter  ad 
fummum  -ufqiik  tmrtat  tton  ati* 
que  rhinoceros  defiioabatut 
-unicornis,  nee  minoratns  bi« 
cornis,  fed  Cbrifius  in  illo 
fignificabatur,  taurus  ob 
utramque  difpofitionem>  alii$ 
fer^s  ttt  judex y  aliis  manfn-^ 
etus  VLi/alvator^  cujuscornua 
eflent  crucis  extima. 

When  the  typical  cscono- 
my  adumbrates  the  Meffiah 
under  the  images  of  oxeny 
goats,  &c.  i(  means  to  point 
out  the  facrific<t  of  his  Body, 
not  the  difpotitions  of  his 
mind. 

Thus  alfo  Cyprian  difeo^ 
vers  in  Ezek.  ix.  4.  the  letter 
tau  J^,  #nd,  though  this  let* 
ter  ia  more  like  a  gallows 
than  a  crofs,  and  though  thet 
pnniihment  of  the  crofs  was 
unknown  when  the  prophet 
wrote,  yet  he  imagines,  the 
angel  marked  all  the  pious 
people  in  Jerufalem  with  the 
fign  of  the  crofs.    God  for. 
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XVI. 

iCoMPARB  Words  and  Actioks  with  similai^ 
Words  and  Actions. 

The  Evangclift  fpeaks  of  the  things^  that  Jefus 
ligan  to  do  and  to  teach.  Ads  i.  i.  Now  he  fays 
the  fame  of  Mofes,  he  was  mighty  in  words  and  in 
deeds.  A6b  vii.  22.  Here  you  may  obferve,  cha£ 
thefe  two  things  joined  together,  doing  and  teach- 
ingy  are  diftinguifliing  characters  of  a  true  pro- 
phet, who  never  feparates  pra£bice  from  dodrine. 
You  may  then  make  a(i  edifying  comparifivi  be- 
tween Mofes  and  Jefus  Chrift:  both  did  and 
taught  s  but  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
the  teaching  q{  the  on^  ^d  that  of  the  other. 
One  taught  juilice,  the  other  mercy— one  abaied, 
the  other  exalted — one  terrified,  the  other  com- 
forted. There  was  ajfo  a  great  difference  between 
the  deeds  of  the  one  and  thofe  of  the  other.  Mod 
of  the  miracles  of  Mofes  were  miracles  of  de^ 
firugfiony  infefts,  frogs,  hail,  and  others  of  the 
f^me  kind,  with  which  he  chaftifed  the  Egyptians! 
Put  the  niiracies  pf  Jefus  Chrift  were  always  mi- 
racles of  ^^^(?/^»r^,  raifingthe  dead,  giving  fight 
to  the  blind,  &c.  (9) 

Sq 

bid    we    fhovld    doubt    the  in  iffs  fontihus  nuUam  empha* 

piety  of  tbcfc  venerable  fa-  fin  babent.      Father    Nouct 

thers,  their  works  will  am-  ufed  (o  compare  the  fathers, 

ply  reward  a  perafal :  but  to  a  wood,  in  which  fuch  as 

would  they  be  lefs  valuable,  were    porfued    faved    them- 

would  they  not  be  far  more  felves.     In  truth,  many   an 

pleafmg  if  fuch  oddities  had  allegorifl  has  found  ihelcer 

no  place  iq  them  i!  In  fhort,  there  \ 

Le-Cierc's  canon  fhould  ncr         (9)  Compare  fuhjeSs ;  and 

ver  be  forgotten,  mult  a  'videri  temarA  the  diferena.  "  Prov. 

f«  verfiajibus  emph(itica»  qua  acix.  21.  There  areaaMj  de." 
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So  again,  when  the  infidelity  of  the  Jews  in 
rejefting  the  Meffiab  i$  difcuiled,  you  may  examine 

their 


^ces  i»  a  mkns  hearty  hiiHt^ 
tbehfi  the  couufil  of  the  Lord^ 
that  jbttU ftand.  'the  vanity 
of  oar  devices  and  the  fta- 
bility  of  God's  connfels  are 
evident,  for  oar  devices  and 
God's  counfels  have  thru  re- 
markable differences*  i  •  They 
differ  in  their  natures  our*s 
are  devices,  y^rrVj ;  God's 
are  eounfehf  nai/e  deliberate 
determinations,  a.  They  dif- 
fer in  nujttheri  our  devices 
have  iBtiJtiplicity  and  variety, 
they  are  manjf  ;  God's  coan- 
fel  is  one  uniform  confident 
plan.  3.  They  differ  in  their 
manner  of  exifting ;  our  de- 
vices are  in  our  hearts^  in 
intention  only;  God's  coun- 
fels Jiandt  they  produce  the 
intended  effeS.  Dr.  Sander^ 
/on*s  Jermonsp  viii.  ad  fopu* 
Jum. 

Compare  fuhjeBs  ;  and  re- 
mark  differences.  Our  befl 
writers  on  the  fubjeft  of 
pulpit-eloquente  go  by  this 
rale,  they  compare  fagan 
with  chrifiian  orators,  the 
oratory  proper  for  the  bar 
with  that,  which  becomes 
the  fenate^  and  both  with 
that,  which  belongs  to  the 
fee/fit.  In  their  general  tex- 
ture they  are  aliice:  but  in 
snany  particulars  they  differ'; 
for  the  pulpit  fhould  always 
fpeak  ad  populum^  except  in 
particular  places,  as  in  royal, 
collegiate,    aud  other   fuch 


chapels,  and  churches;  and 
cvefn  there  fermons  ihould 
preferve  a  coolnefi,  plain* 
nefs,  purity  and  fimplicity 
of  both  matter  and  manner* 
The  wifer  the  auditors  the 
lefs  need  of  amplification 
and  ornaments  in  the  {tt^ 
mon.  Amplification  and 
perfuafion  implv  ignorance, 
inattention  and  unwilling* 
nefs  in  thofe,  to  whom  they 
are  addrefled.  In  what  de- 
gree theft  are  to  be  fuppofed 
of  any  audience  concerning 
the  fubjca  of  the  fermon,  in 
that  degree  of  narrating,  rea- 
foning,  and  adorning  a  faith- 
ful preacher  will  compofib  hit 
difcuffion,  and  accommodate 
his  addrefs.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain ability  for  fuch  a  variety 
of  addrefs,  a  young  man 
ihould  well  work  himfelf,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  fuch  an 
exprellion,  in  fuch  prepara* 
tory  exercifes,  as  may  bring 
him  to  be  at  eafe,  at  hom«, 
as  it  were,  in  the  pulpit. 
This  eafe  being  acquired,  his 
mind  will  be  freed  from  a 
thoufand  incumbrances,  and 
he  will  be  morer  cool  and  at 
leifure  to  purfue  his  chief  de- 
fign  in  his  fermon. 

The  following  fix  rules 
\<rere  laid  down  by  an  excel- 
lent judge.  ««  1 .  Begin  early 
to  try  to  preach.  In  all  things, 
efpecially  in  fpeaking,  a  te- 
neris  aiTuefcerc  multum  efl. 
S. 
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tKcir  i>rqudiccs,  and  their  miaxims  as  tftcy  art 
narrated  in  'the  gofpel ;  and  thefc  you  may  com- 
pare with  thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome  in  rejefting 
the  reformation,  for  they  are  very  much  alike.  ( i) 
So  again,  when  you  conlider  S,  Paul's  anfwers 
to  the  objeftions  of  the  Jews,  who  pleaded,  that 
they  were  the  people  of  God,  and  that  his  cove- 
nant belonged  to  Abraham  and  his  pofterity  y  you 

may 


S.  Auftin  fays,  ars  conclo- 
nandi  in  juventute  difcenda 
eft.  If  you  begia  late,  ex- 
crcife  the  oftener. 

.2*  Take  an  analjfis  of  ,a 
text,  or  fubjed  from  any  au- 
thor, and  ii/cu/s  it  yourfelf, 
as  well  as  you  can.  Explain 
it — illuftratc  it — ^provc  it- 
adorn  it,  &c,  Inflead  of 
purchafing  a  farrago  of  fer- 
mans,  compofed  by  others, 
and  to  be  repeated  by  you, 
learn  yourfelf  to  compofe. 

3.  Begin  <witb  eajy/uhje^s^ 
Take  an  eafy  piece  of  Icrip- 
ture  hiftory,  or  a  plain  tale 
of  a  miracle,'  and  obferve 
times,  places,  perfons,  cir- 
cumftances,  and  fo  on.  No- 
thing can  be  eafier  than  to 
make  a  few  pertinent  remarks 
on  each. 

4.  Let  your  frfi  ejffiays  he 
mery  Jhwt.  A  diviiion  into 
two  parts  will  be  fufficient, 
examine  thefe  briefly,  ^nd 
with  few  or  no  ornaments. 

5.  Exerci/e  firft  in  proper 
f laces*  Not  only  pronounce, 
your  difcourfe  alone  in  your 
room,  or  in  the  field;  but, 
the  day  before  you  preach, 
go  alone  into  the  place  of 


t 


worfhip,  where  y6tf  are  to 
preach,  afcend  the  pulpit, 
familiarize  yourfelf  to  the 
place,  utter  your  difcourfe, 
&c*  Preach  in  publick  firft 
in  a  village,  among  plain 
chriflians,  &c.* 

6.  Take^  if  you  can  find 
fuch  a  perfon,  a  kind  ami  jw 
dieious  friend t  and  get  him 
to  attend  your  firft  &mons, 
to  remark  and  correS  yoar 
defers,  &c.  The  philofo- 
»hcr,  Demonax,  having 
leard  a  decl aimer  deliver  his 
declamation  improperly,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  exercife  hxmielf 
diligently.  So  I  do,  replied 
the  youth,  I  tvtx^  day  de- 
claim alone  in  my  room.  O, 
added  the  philofopher,  I  do 
not  wonder  you  declaitn  fo 
foolifhly,.fince  you  hav^  ac- 
cuftomed  yourfelf  to  fpeak 
before  only  one  fool  of  an 
auditor."  Keckerman.  Rhtt. 
EccL  lib,  ii.  cap^  poft,  xvii. 

(1)  Compare  the  infidelity 
of  the  church  of  Rome  "zvith 
that  of  the  Jenvt.  Scriptare 
ufeth  this  method.  Ten  xxvi. 
17,  18,  19,  &c.  The  Elders 
faid^  Micah  propbejied  in  t6t 
days  of  Hezckiab  —  -  Did 
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H^iy  of>ierf!e,  t^t  thde  ^(^irers  are  |j^e  oprs  to 
^  Rbinan  church,  lyhcn  they  afi^rrn,  fbey  are  the 
church  orCcxl.     As  the  apo'ftle  diftihguiiheth  two 
Ifradsy  one  after  the  fleih,  and  the  other  after  the 
fpirit:  fo  wi  diftinguilh  two  churches,  one  which 
Js  only  fo  in  outward  profeflion  before  men,  pof- 
^xftg  t!f^  pulpits,  the  churches,  and  the  fchools ; 
and  the  other  which  is  the  church  in  the  fight  of 
God,  having  a  holy  do<5trine,  and  a  lively  faith. 
Theft  aiifwer  prccifely  to  the  apoftle's  Jfrael  after  tkf 
j^fiy  ani  ^qd  after  tfie  fpirii.     As  the  apofHe  ap- 
plies the  proniifes  of  God»  and  their  accompliih- 
tncnt^  nqt  to  Ifrael  after  the  flcfh ;  but  to  the  Ifrae- 
litcs  after  the  fpirit;  fo  we  alfo  apply  the  promifes, 
which  God  has  made  to  his  church,  not  to  thoft^ 
who  occupy  the  pulpits,  the  churches,  .and  the 
fchoob:  but  to  them,  who  believe  and  pra6tice  the 

pure 


HiXikiab,  mnd  all  Judab  put 
bim  to  dtatb?  -  -  -  XJrijah 
frcpbiJUd  agaiufi  tbis  city  -  - 
JebQiokim  Jlenm  bim  -  -  Ni- 
'Viribilifs  tbi  bando/Abikam 
lUM  nuitb  Jeremiab  that  they 
Jb^uld  not  put  bim  to  deaib. 

Jertmab  ufed  this  manner 
of  fpeaking.  xxviii.  7>  8,  9. 
Hananiab!  ^bear  thou  aubat  I 
Jptak  in  tbint  ears^  and  in  tbe 
ears  of  all  ibe  people.  The 
frofbitSf  that  ba*ve  been  before 
Mr,  and  before  tbee  ofold^  pro^ 
fheJUd  againft  great  kingdoms^ 
of  tvar,  and  of  evil,  and  of 
fefiilence,  Wben  tbe  nvord  of 
the  fropbet  Jhall  come  to  pa/Sf 
ibenjballit  Be  known,  tbat  tbe 
Lord  batb  truly  Jent  him,^^ 
Xvi.  11,  12.  Tour fatbers  for- 

Vol.  II. 


fook  nUt  and  ye  ba*ve  done 
luorfe  tban  your  fathers.^--' 
Oar  Lord  ufed  it,  Luke  xi. 
47,  48.  Your  fathers  killed 
the  prophets,  ye  allonu  tbe  deeds 
of  your  fathers* — S.  Stephen 
too,  Ads  vii.  51,  ^2. — S. 
PWalfo,  1  Cor.xi. — 2  Cor. 
xi.   22,  &c. 

As  the  holy  fcriptures  were 
written  for  the  continual  Ofe 
of  all  ages,  fo  they  exhibit 
an  alTortment  of  charaders, 
that  never  die.  The  holy 
fpirit,  who  has  thoroughly 
furniihed  the  man  of  God 
with  a  great  variety,  has  alfo 
given  him  a  caution  concern- 
ing a  comparifon  of  them 
with  living  perfons.  Eccl. 
vii.  10. — i.'o,  10. 
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t)ure  doArine  6f  the  gofpel.  (2)     As  S.  PitA 
defines  the  troe  people  0?  God  to  be  thof^  whom 

God 


{l)  The  trui  church  is  iif- 
ttnguijhid  not  hy  occupying 
pMick  eJffices :  hut  hy  adher- 
ing  to  the  pure  go/pel.  ^  Mr. 
Claude  feems  to  have  imitated 
here  Gregory  of  Nazianzen» 
who  ma&s  of^  of  the  fame 
arguments  againf!  the  domi- 
neering party  of  hts  day. 
Both  are  authorized  by  a 
thoufand  examples.  Vid* 
Greg,  Nasdanx*  op.  torn*  i. 
'9rat,  2*5. 

.  Mr^  GJandcV  defence  of  the 
reformation^  one  of  the  beft- 
written  books,  that  I  ever  had 
the  happinefs  of  reading,  en  < 
ters  thorouehly  into  this  fub- 
jed,  and  difcu/Tes  it  in  the 
moft  maflerTy  manner  imagin- 
able. Mine  i»  a  moft  beauti- 
ful quarto  edition  in  French, 
printed  at  Rouen  1673.  I 
have  feen  an  Englifli  edition 
in  quarto:  but  I  believe  it  is 
fcarcef,  and  1  wiih  it  were  re- 
printed. Bayle,  who  was  no 
incompetent  judge,  callsHt 
••  the  bed  defence  of  the  re- 
formarion,  that  cither  Mr. 
Claude,  or  any  other  pro- 
teftant  clergyman  everpub- 
llfhed.*'  It  IS  indeed  an  in- 
comparable performance.  It 
confids  of  ijZ  pages,  and  it 
appears  to  roe  neither  to  con- 
tain a  line  too  much,  nor  to 
leave  room  for  the  reader  to 
wi/h  for  one  line  more.  The 
chapteis,  to  which  f  more 
immediately  refer^  la  regard 


to  the  fabje£t  contaiaed  in 
the  text  above,  are  the  fourth 
of  the  firft  pani  and  the  iift 
of  the  fourth  part. 

We  faid,  a  thoufand  ex- 
amples authorized  a  fepara- 
tion  from  a  domineering 
party.  Thus  the  Ifraelites 
were  neceiTarily  difleaters  in 
Egypt,*  and  in  Babylon. 
Lot  in  Sodom,  Elimelech  in 
Moab  (R(2th  i.  15.)  Daniel, 
Shadrach,  and  others  in  Ba- 
byloifr,  S.  Paul,  his  fellow 
apoillesy  and  primitive  chriP 
tians,  at  Athens,  Rome, 
Ephefus,  Jerufalem,  and 
other  places,  were  all  of 
them  nonconfbrmifts  to  the 
e(labli(hed  religions  of  the 
feveral  countries,  which  they 
inhabited.  Egypt,  in  the 
time  of  Jofeph,  Perfia  in  the 
<kiys  of  Nehemiah,  Babylon 
in  tiie  time  of  Daniel  had 
not  invented  a  teft-ad,  nor 
had  the  difTenters  there  any 
^temptation  to  occafional  con- 
formity for  the  fake  of  hold- 
ing an  office  under  govern-- 
ment.  Here  is  nuifdom.  Let 
him^  that  hath  underftanding 
covnt — He  had  horns  like  a 
lamby  and  he  fpake  like  a 
dragon-'^Ue  caufitth  all  to  re- 
eevve  a  marh-^and  that  no 
man  might  Buy  orfeU,fanfe  he 
that  had  the  mark,  Rer. 
xiii.   iS,  n,  16,  17. 

Diflenting  mxniflf  rs  ought 

by  all  means  to  ^udy  the 

dc^brixve 
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God  bj  hi$  ekding  lovf  hath  taken  from  among 
men  5  lo  wc  define  die  true  church  by  the  fame 
eleding  grace;  maintaining  that  the  Lord  has 

made 


6o£lrine  of  occm/totfal  tCon/cF" 
4nity  for  the  iak^  of  their 
Wealthy  meiobers.  The  hif-' 
tory  of  it  affords  a  melan- 
choly fcene  of  duplicityj  on 
the  fide  of  the  firil  imDofers^ 
ajid  of  fimplicity  on  tLe  fide 
of  thofe,  who  fubmitted  to  U.. 
Oiu  divines,  we  Jknow»  have 
taken  diiFerent  fides  on  the 
iguedioQ :  bat  they  who  deny 
the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  I  hum- 
hly  conceive,  have  embraced 
the  fincere,  defenfible  fide. 
The  old  pretences  of  charity 
to  their  dear  brethren  the 
jmpofing  conformifis,  and  of 
freeing  themfclves  from  a  fuf- 
picion  of  fchifm,  and  fuc^ 
Jike,  are  all  laid  afide  now ; 
and'  other  new  r,eafojas  are 
affigned  :  but  never  yec  h^ve 
I  met  with  an  argument  for 
it,  that  ytz^s  worth  pne  r.ulh. 
Wt  fet  experience  againfl  a 
thoufand  lophifnu;  for  we 
^ave  often  feen  occafiojia) 
coi)formity*lead  to  a  corpor 
fation-feaft,  that  to  a  fet  of 
Sunday  acquaintances,  in 
yrhofe  prefenfc  whole  fami- 
lies blu(h  at  the  names  of 
fheirpwn  miniflers,  people, 
ordinances,  dodlrines,  and 
jdevotlons^  with  .  whom,  in 
ihort,  tlijcre  generally  come^ 
a  long,  a  mack  et  cetera, 
family  prayer  is  exchanged 
for  guilt  andSunday-vifits-— 
^e  oracles  of  God  for  no- 


vels and  paltry  books»  that 
poifon  ^he  morals  of  afl  th^ 
yoj»th  in  the  family— the 
plain  habits  of  chriftians  for 
the  fantafiick  liveries  of 
worldlings — the  company  of 

food  men  for  that  of  ilaD. 
erers,  blafphemers,  deiils, 
and  debauchees— -piety  and 
peace  of  confcience  for  pride 
and  painful  reflexion — the 
confidence  and  efteem  of  a 
chridian  church  for  the  ridi- 
cule and  treachery  of  a  tavern 
club.  Miferable  employ- 
ment of  the  laft  days  of  an 
infatuated  old  finner,  fiulF- 
ing  a  pillow  with  thorns  to 
lay  his  Jthxpbbing  head  on, 
when  he  dies!  God  forbid, 
we  fhould  fay  this  is  always 
the  cafe  :  but  we  know  what 
we  have  often  feen. 

jSuch  .cafuifls  as  ^rfl  led 
•our  churches  into  this  prac- 
tice were  very  good  men:  b^c 
they  would  have  rendered 
better  fervice  to  their  caufe, 
had  they  bcpn  lefs  crcdulouh, 
and  lefji  fervile.  While  they 
were  pretending  in  aulcwrtrd 
compliments  to  inforai  the 
worldr — that  they  confidercd 
thcmfelyes  under  *^ /acred 
chligations,  to  adhere  to  their 
reverend  fO'thers  and  brethren 
^f  the  tftabltjhed  church,  t» 
run  all  hazardsf  and  to  live 
and  die  together  luith  them—^ 
that  indeed  they  were  not 
Z  1  entirely^ 
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made  aU  the  ckcellbnt  ptoftifcs,  Wth  ^ich  fcrfe* 
ture  abounds,  to  his  ckA  ohljr,  itiid  tfiat  His'eldFt 
are  fuch  as  hbhas  chofen  according  tb  hb  gpdd 

plea- 


entirely  y  in  eveij  funSitU  of 
the  epifcopal  church—- that 
they  were  called  indeed  nbn- 
conformifts :  but  however 
|i0  man  conformtd  in  every 
tking'^lYmx,  the  firft  noncons 
had  no  defign  totally  to  abandon 
the  eftablljhed  church — ifiat 
they  had  held  coptmunion  *with 
^olh  epijcopal  and  nonconformift 
churches  laijuful — that  the 
Accidental  conjideration  of  a 
place,  or  office^  Jince  fuper- 
Added  had  not  made  that  un' 
laixfuU  'which  they  had  ac* 
counted  lawful  hefore'^lhsit 
indeed  it  could  not  be 
thought  that  th^  judgment 
and  pradice  of  fuch  occafi- 
ooal  conforznifls  could  he 
throughout  approved  by  their 
Xe^erend  fathers  and  brethren 
tf  the  eftablijhed  church;  but 
that  neither  did  they  pretend 
univerfally  to  approve  of  it 
themfeives— "that  they  had 
not  the  Uaft  fu/piciony  tba^ 
terfons  of  fo  excellent  ivorth 
and  chrijlian  temper  aj  then 
frefdfd  over  the  efablijhed 
church  would  cenfure  them  for 
hypocrites:  but  vjould  rather 
think  them  fincere  perfons  of 
fnifnformed  conjfciences — Iri- 
dced  they  humbly  diffented 
from  thAr  reverend  fathers  : 
but  however  they  arrogated 
nothing  to  themfelves  on  that 
account — they  could  not  avoid 
thinking  themfches   right    in 


dijfentin^:  But'  fhef  knevif 
themfelves  fo  be  far  excelled  by 
their  reverend  fathers  sft  sstud 
greater  and  more  inef^rtatet 
things — "  -  -  -  I  ^*yt  while 
theie  worthy  meii  were  curl- 
ing their  periods,  and  offer- 
ing incenfe  to  epifcopacy, 
they  nidook  their  men,  and 
w^re  actually  gulled  oat  of 
their  rights  and  privileged 
by  old  (harpers,  whofb  bar- 
gains were  better  or  worfe 
According  to  the  penetracioil 
or  iimpliclty  of  thofe,  who 
dealt  with  them.  Had  the 
ruling  clergy  of  thole  tinael 
been,  (heaven  forefend  the 
thought !)  had  they  been 
jockeys  inftead  of  priefts»  and 
fold  horfes  inftead  of  ads^ 
and  canons,  neither  Howe 
nor  Calamy  ihoold  hatre  £one 
to  a  fair  to  have  purcbaiec) 
a  nag  for  ihe.  Lord  I^anf- 
downe  faid  all  in  a  v^rd  in 
a  fpeech  in  the  houie  of^ 
Lords  in  1719.  "  The  re- 
ceiving of  the  Lord's  fupper 
was  never  intended  to  be  as 
a  qualification  for  an  office  : 
but  as  an  open  declaration 
of  be;ng  and  remaining  % 
fincere  member  of  the  chorch. 
Whoever  prefumes  to  receive 
it  with  any  other  view  pro? 
fknes  it,  and  may  be  faid  to 
feek  his  promotion  in  this 
world,  by  eating  and  drink- 
ing his  o.vn  damnation    in 
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pleafure,  without  any  regard  to  particular  places^' 
condidonsy  or  qualificittions  among  men.  (3) 


the  next.'^  Ste  Lm^ownfi 
fiofh*  Rem,  F.  Calamus 
Life  of  Baxter^  chap,  xyiii* 
IIow^s  Littery  ^c. 

"  Lex  nfoUi  tKifttOf  fays 
onr  Pierce,  qu^  racerrimiim 
CDchariftis  inflitutum  pefEme 
pn>faiiatar.  Nefarii  hominei 
diflentielitet  lis  irretirent  la- 
gocis.'*  PUrcif  vindicia. 
far,  i.  prop,  Jin, 

(3)  ComparijoM,  Archbi- 
}hop  Flechier  has  left  a  beau- 
tiful exalnple  in  a  femon  on 
Mat.  xjpr.  ^3.  l<was  in  pri- 
fyi^  andyt  'vifited  me  not.  It 
is  a  charity-fcrmon  for  prir 
foners. 

•«  Who  are  they?  and 
^bat  are  we  ?  they  are  debt* 
ors,  criminals,  and  captives 
-  -  -  who  far  froni  being 
pitied  groan  in  their  dun-r 
geons,  and  He  there  vidims 
ito  the  interefty  and  perhaps 
to  the  paffion  and  animoficy 
pf  thofe,  who  retain  tbep  r  - 
but  are  not  you  debtors  to 
God  for  all  the  liberalities 
of  his  providence  ?  &c.  -  -  - 
They  are  criminals,  and  are 
not  you  ?  Perhaps  the  tranf- 
ports  of  a  blind,  involuntary 
paffion  have  hurried  them  into 
.ibme  diforder,  which  the 
law  puniihes:  but  do  not 
yoa  cheriih  in  your  hearts 
paffions  yet  more  dangerous, 
ivbich  the  laws  leave  unpu- 
piflied^  You  have  not  ihed 
yp^^  t^rpther's    blood,    but 


how  often  have  yon  wounded 
nis  reputation  ?  how  oftea 
have  you  trodbfed  his  reft 
by  your  inqaietndes?  how 
often  have  yoo  abandoned 
him  to  poverty  by  your  avai* 
rice  ?  What  difference  is  there 
between  thefe  miferable  of- 
fender^ and  you,  except  that 
they  bear  the  punifliment  of 
their  fins,  while  you  live  in 
pleafure?  they  groan  while 
you  triumph,  &c.  -  -  -  ih 
fine  they  are  Captives  and 
prifoners,  and  haa  not  thi 
holy  ghoft  told  you,  that 
nAibofoever  committeth  Jm  is 
the  fervant  of  fin?  It  there 
any  heavier  chain  than  aa 
inyeterate  habit  ?  What  is  the 
life  of  the  greateil  part  of 
mankind  but  a  continual  fla- 
very  ?  We  fee  various  pafiioai 
reign  over  them  by  fuccef- 
fioh ;  delivered  from  pride 
(hey  are  enfiaved  by  avarice 
-  -  .  thus  men  change  their 
tyrants  not  their  Hate,  and 
the  lad  avenges  the*  excefifea 
of  the  firft. What  cala- 
mity is  comparable  to  that  of 
a  prifon?  What  words  ar^ 
lamentable  enough  fuificient* 
ly  to  paint  a  prifoner's  mi. 
fery?  Shall  I  reprefcnt  pri- 
fons  CO  you  as  curfed  regions, 
where  there  falls  neither  rain, 
po>  dew?  -  -  -  ihall  I  de- 
fcribe  dungeons  as  fepnlchreii 
in  which  men  are  buried 
^ive  ?  *  -  -  fhall  I  ihew  yoa 
9hy, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


?    i8»    ) 

XVIL 

rismark   the  diffbrbnces   of   words 
Actions  on  different  Occasions. 


AW9 


"Wheii  a  weak  fcrupialofity,  or  a  tcnderncfs  of 
topfpiencc  was  in  queftiori,  which  put  fbme  of  th^ 
faithful  upon  eating  only  herbs,  S.  Paul  exhorted 
the  ftrong  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak;  let 
mt  bifHy  that  eatetb^  defpife  him  that  eatetb  not^  and 
iet  not  hini^  which  eateih  not ^  judge  him  that  eatetb  i 
for  Cod  hatb  received  him*  Rom.  xiv.  3.  But 
when  the  fame  S.  Paul  fpcaks  of  falfe  teachers, 
who  wanted  to  impofe  a  yoke  on  confciepce,  and 
who  ^  under  pretext  of  meats  ^d  days  were  at- 
tempting to  join  Mofes  with  Jefus  Chrift,  as  if 
chriftians  were  yet  obliged  to  obferve  the  ceremo- 
nial law:  then  the  apoftle  has  no  patience  with 
them^  but  condemns  and  anathematifes  them,  as 
people  who  preached  another  gofpel,  and  exhorts 
the  faithful  to  ftand  faft  in  the  liberty^  therewith 
Cbrijl  had  made  them  free^  and  not  to  be  entangled 
again  with  the  yoke  of  kondage.    Gal^  v.  x.  (4) 

So 


^rcn  mourning  for  the  capti- 
vity of  their  fathers  ?  fathers 
lamenting  the  poverty  of 
their  children  ?  mothers  dif- 
abled  from  watching  over  the 
conduct  of  their  daughters, 
daughters  incapable  of  con- 
tributing to  the  fubfiftenceof 
Ihcir  mothers?  Many  ene- 
mies to  infult  them,  few,  or 
I  o  friends  to  comfort  them, 
no  charitable  hands  to  re- 
lieve them !  ^c." 

The  whole  is  a  mod  affect- 
ing picture  of  Jail-miferies, 


apt  to  (lir  people  up  plenti- 
fully :o  relieve  them,  anc) 
carefully  to  avoid  them  :  and 
compared  with  the  date  of  a 
criminal  before  God,  enr 
flaved  by  his  vices,  and  in 
his  lad  moments  abandoned 
by  all  to  his  miferies,  how 
touching  and  ufeful  the 
fight  ?  FUchier  firm,  torn,  Vu 
^atrieme  Exh.  pour  Ls  frij, 

(4)  Remark  different  octet' 

/ions.  This  rule  regards  vvhaf 

our  divines  call  feeming  cott- 

iradiU'iGns^  and  is  in  general 

th^ 
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'    So  agdn^  wh^h  you  find  in  the  gofpel^  that 
Jefus  Chrift  fometimes  forbad  his  dHciple$   to 

publiih 


the  true  conciliator  of  appa* 
feat  inconfiilencies*  Saoriil 
hat  a  fine  fermon  on  the  uni* 
formit/  of  God  in  his  eon<^ 
dhCti  lA  which  he  proves  to 
a  demonftrationy-^hat  God 
js  of  one  mind-«^that  his  de- 
flgn  in  revelation  is  uniform 
—and  that  this  nniforxHtty 
ofdefign  necefiarily  produced 
a  variety  of  difpenfacion,  S. 
Paul  had  taken  up  this  fine 
notion  of  the  deicy,  i  Cor. 
xii.  and  ffom  him  Saatin 
cook  it. 

1.  This  principle  affords 
proof  of  the  divinity  ofChri/- 
tianity  in  general,  and  of  fe- 
veral  of  its  doSrikes  in  parti- 
cular. It  is  the  only  fyftem 
of  theology,  that  provides 
for  the  felicity  of  man  by 
harmonizing  all  the  perfec- 
tions of  God  with  all  vifible 
appearances  in  the  world  of 
nature,  in  the  ways  of  pro- 
vidence, and  in  the  nature 
and  conditions  of  mankind. 

2.  This  dodrine  recon- 
cilea  feeming  differences  in 

fcripture^  by  ihewing  that  on 
different  occaiions  it  was  pro- 
per to  fay  and  unfay,  to  al- 
low and  difallow,  toeffablifh 
an  oeconomy,  and  to  diffblve 
it.  Revelation  contains  a 
record  of  the  laws,  by  which 
God's  kingdom  in  various 
circumftances  has  been  go« 
verned.  In  the  patriarchal 
flatc  one  fet  of  laws  was  ne- 


ceffary— in  the  mo&ical  an- 
other—and  in  the  chrMian  a 
third,  different  fiom  both* 
Samuel  riafimd  with  tha 
Jews  on  this  principle  con« 
cerning  tbi  rigbHms  mas  •/ 
thi  Lord  to  them  and  to  their 
fathers,  i  Sain.  x\\.  6,  15. 
According  to  him,  kings, 
priefts,  prophets,  ordinances^ 
ellabli(hments,  captivities,  all 
were  appointed  for  the  pro* 
ducine  of  moral  rectitude, 
or  ebidiinciy  and,  for  the 
produdion  of  this,  different 
treatment  was  neceffary  on 
diff*erent  occaiions. 

3.  The  dodlrines  of  mira* 
''«>  g^fih  prophecies t  ^ifions^ 
extrOordiuaty  re^oelaiionsy  and 
fuch  Hke^  are  all  concerned 
in  this  article ;  for  all  thefe 
were  occailonal  benefits, 
granted  in  fpecial  cafes,  and 
not  to  be  perptcuated  in  the 
chrift ian  church. 

4.  Occaffon  is  an  article 
of  confequence  in  .  church- 
di/cipline.  We  do  not  ima- 
gine, that  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion is  alterable  by  us ;  we 
only  fay,  there  are  in  church- 
government  certain  obvious, 
large  outlines,  and  there  i& 
a  difcretionary  power  lodged 
in  chriftian  focieties  to  fill 
them  upi  For  example,  s 
•Chron.xxx*  i8.  A  mdtUude 

of  the  people  had  mt  cUanJed 

them/elves  y  yet  did  they  eat  the 

fajjoucr  ethcr^ije  than  nvas 

•written 
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p^i^^i  i^  m^c^  tbat  he  .^)V|p^glit,  an^  to 
peclafe  hi$  divinity :  and»  at  other  tioajc^,  ^  bf 
9rd^^  ^em  to  publiib  upon  fbe  boufe-taps  what 

they 


fi;r/V^«r— Par#  jr.  10,  if,  p. 
Ewa  thi  pri^  fi9»4  »p*  094 
fffl  tb^  C09gri^fitt9p  modi  cc^ 
fy/pon  in  the  fiteft  trimbling 
fbr  thi  ^/f/  r^n — ^Mat.  xii. 
4*  L(a<vid  qt€  t^i  fieiv-hread^ 
*wi^icb  it  'wat  ^et  ia^ffful  t9 
fitf— — Mfit,  X.  zj.  Qal.  ii. 
a*  Speak  in  the  lights  preach 
upon  the  boi^e  tops.  J  com- 
municatid  the  go/pel  pri'vatej 
— Afts  }fvi.  33.  The  jaiUr^ 
^tfut  all  his  is/ere  hafiizfd  in 
the  night. 

It  ha^  be«n  a  queftion  witk 
divines,  v/hecber  if  an  ordi- 
nance were  loft,  baptifm 
foppoiey  it  couM  be  revived, 
and  who  ihould  be  the  ad- 
mioiftrator  \  Henry  Law- 
xence,  efq;  the  reverend 
Meflrs.  Spilibnryr,  Tombes, 
and  others  of  our  primitive 
£DgIi(h  baptifts  aifirm,  tfaat 
in  fuch  a  cafe  an  unbaptized 
perfon  might  warrantably 
baptize,  and  b  begin  a  re- 
formation. Bp.  Burnet  fays, 
the  fame  queftion  was  de- 
bated in  th^  eftabliihed 
church  at  the  reformation  ; 
we  are  forry  to  add,  ic  was 
too  often  debated  op  an  old 
popilh  principle,  right  to  ad* 
minijler  /acramenfs  by  an  un* 
interrupted  /uccej^on.  See 
Crojhfs  Hift.  ofBaptiJls^  W. 
i*  chapnlm 

5.  Occaiipn  Is,  as  our  au- 
thor ihews,  afource  of  id- 


]remipn  of  aigiipi^iits  if 
preaching*  To  ob(^e  thf 
occ^fipii  qf  a  text  n  often  th^ 
eafieft  way  to  arrive  at  th^ 
firnfe  of  it.  The  occaiipo  qf 
the  fermon  is  of^e|i  the  t>^ 
^uide  in  thf  choice  fii  9  fiil|- 
jea  to  fppply  i^  Paib-- 
thankfgivings— conMBei9or|r- 
tion; — ordinations — aiTocia- 

tions farewells funerals 

— Lord's  fuppers— chorch- 
meetiqgs— gU  require  diit- 
courfes  fitted  to  occaiipnSB 
incidents,  occurrences,  &c. 

There  feem  to  me  to  be 
four  ideas  in  the  compleat 
notion  of  a  good  controv^r- 
£alift,  in  regard  to  a  dexte- 
rous, opportune  ufe  of  the 
fword  of  the  fpirit.  He  will 
gi*oe  no  occasion  to  the  ad- 
vcrfary,  i  Tim.  v.  14.-^ 
he  will  cut  off  occ^ifion  given 
by  others,  2  Cor.  yi.  it.— 
he  will^r^  occasion  to  anooy 
his  opponent,  Jud.  ix.  53. 
xiv.  4 — He  will  not  ufe  this 
liberty  for  au  occafion  to  the 
£e(h,  Gal.  v.  13.  Such  a 
polemical  divine  was  the 
great  S.  Paul,  and  he  there- 
by obtained  a  right  to  fay,  I 
give  yon  occaiion  to  gUry  on 
my  behalf.    2  Cor.  v.  1 2. 

//ij»,  that  is  nveak  in  the 
faitbt  receinte.  That  is,  fay 
our  beft  divines,  receive  him 
i  n  to  communion.  S .  Papl  treat* 
in  the  xir.  of  Romany  of  the 
doc* 
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^Kj  b»dJ(f$frd  in  private^  and  to  prakrlt  to  aS 
nations  the  my&ctks  of  hb  kiogdooii  you  muft 
Itspark,  that  this  difference  is  owing  to  different 
occafions.  While  Jefus  Chrift  was  upon  earth,  * 
the  myfteries  of  his  kingdom  were  covered  with 
the  yail  of  his  humiliation^  it  being  neceffary  in 
Ibcne  &tA  to  conceal  them :  but  after  his  exal- 
tadon,  it  became  proper  to  publilh  them  to  the 
whole  earth.  (5) 

The 


doCkiine  of  toleratiooy  and 
in  Galatians  of  that  of  im- 
pofition.  Mr*  Henry,  there- 
lore,  well  obferves  on  thb 
place,  they  were  not  diffe- 
rences of  judgment,  which 
did  mifchief  in  the  primitive 
choiches :  but  it  was  a  mif- 
management  of  thoie  diiFe- 
rences,  that  produced  evil 
confeqnences.  Some  would 
not  tolerate;  and  others 
would  impofe*  It  is  a  folly 
to  call  any  thing  impofed  in- 
different ;  for  impoiitlon 
makes  it  important. 


hath  freed  it  from  the  cmr/g 
of  the  Murml  law,  and  fnm. 
the  06/ervaticH  of  Jewifh  /«- 
Jitjf,  or  church-law.  Thm 
church  of  Rome  has  wilfully 
fnbjwed  itfelf  to  a  polity 
made  up  of  ]ewi(h  and  Pa- 
gan ceremonies,  and  is  be- 
come, as  Dr.  Chandler  has 
wcllexpreffed  it,  "a  reli- 
ffioQ  only  fit  for  knaves  and 
tools,  who  have  facrificed  ail 
the  valuable  interefls  of  man- 
kind, orJ»ave  not  fenfe  fnf- 
ficiently  to  prize  them.'* 
See  his  excellent  yftrin.  againft 


StMid  fafi    in   tbi  liberty^    Pj^t^y  ^t  Saber* s  baU^  I  Tm^ 
•mbtrewitb  Cbrift   batb  made    iii.  if 


1^  fret.  Jefus  Chrift  left 
thM  liberty  in  fiatu  quo ; 
the  objeA  of  contemplation 
here,  then,  is  religious  liberty. 
Chriil  hath  enfranchifed  his 
churchy   that  is  to  fay,    he 

She  hath  enfraneb'ts*d  them 
Upon  fomc  other /mvis  for  fealty. 

}d  all  fiich  churches. 

Placid  fubfcribers  mortgage  their  eftate. 

And  fofum  their  bed,  and laft*remaining  piece  of  plate. 

( j)  Temch  all  uatione.  Mat.    is  hardly  a  paCage  of  fcrip« 
jczviii;  18,  I9t  ao..    Theis    tare  to  be  produced  of  more 

Voi>.  II.  A  a  con- 


Of  any  church,  that  pre- 
tends to  give  liberty,  and 
yet  reftrains  freedom  of 
thought  by  fubfcriptioa  to 
human  creeds,  it  may  be 
truly  faid. 


Sbake/pean^ 
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The  £une  diverfity  may  be  remarked  in  what 
the  Lord  Jcfus  faid  to  the  Canaanitiih  womaiH-^ 

that 


coiire^ttence  than  this.      It 
contains  the  eommiffion  given 
by  our  afcending  king  to  kit  • 
apofUes.     Our  divines  Qon- 
neft  the  words   with  Mark 
xvi.  17,  18.    Luke  xxiv.  49. 
and  obferve,  they  are  divifi- 
ble    into    ^veral    parts    or 
claufes  of  the  moft  beautiful 
fimplicity,  full  of  llrong  ar- 
gument,   and    refiftlefs  mo- 
tives of  perfuafion  and  ac- 
quiefccncc.- — All   foiuer    is 
ghjek  unto  me  tn  hetpvei^md  in 
earth^'^o  ye  therefore  imo  all 
the  njoorld-^teacb  all  nation j^^ 
preach  the  gtf/jfel  to  every  crea^ 
ture-^^Teach  them   to    ohferve 
all  things  *what/oe'ver  I  com- 
fnand  jou-^haptitce  them  in  the 
^ame  of  the  Father <»  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghof — 
He  that  helieveth  Mid  is  bap- 
tiKedy  Jhall  befccO'd^^He  that 
Selie^veth  not  fl>all  he  damned^ 
Behold^  I  fend  the  promife  of 
my   "Father  to  you^-^Tarry  ye 
at  Jertt/aUmy  until  ye  be  en- 
dued 'With  po<wer  from  on  high 
•'-^Signs  Jhall  follonv  them^  that 
telie^ve^^In  my  name  they  Jhall 
caft  out  dennls — they  fijaH fpeak 
*witb    nrw    tongues — If  they 
drink  any  deadfy  things  it  Jhall 
not  hurtjbtm — they  fljall  lay 
hands    on  the  Jicky    and  they 
Jhall  recover— lo!  I  am  <with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  nvorld, 

.     For  tho  fablifflity  of  the 
ftyle  of  this  comouffion  fee 


BlacknvalPs  Sacred  Oajficks, 
vol.  ii.  cb.  2.  And  for  the 
importance  of  it  in  regard  to 
baptifm,  admiflion  ot  mcoi^ 
bers,^and  fuch  like  troths, 
Dr,  John  Qale'sfixtbferm.  II 
voL  offermons. 

The  A^s  of  the  apoftles  is 
the   belt   expofition   of  this 
glorious      commiSion,      for 
there  we  fee  by  dear  indubi- 
table fafts  how  they,  who  ex- 
ecuted it,  underftood  it.    I 
call  this  an  important  paf- 
fage,  becaufe,  expounded  by 
AAs,  it  decides  innumerable 
queftions  in  theology.     Who 
is  Chrifl,  and  by  what  au- 
thority does  he  afl  ?  He  is  an 
univerfal  king^  and  his  king- 
dom is  allowed  by  his  Father 
to  extend  over    all    perfons 
and   places — How    did   this 
king  prove  his  right,  and  af- 
certain    his    dominion  ?   By 
fignsy     and     wonders,     and 
mighty  deeds — Did  he  con- 
fign  over  to  his  apoflles  a 
power   of   legiAation?    No, 
he  ordered  them  to  teach  what 
he  had  commanded — Might 
the  apoftles  teach  and  enjoin 
whatever  he  had  not  prohi- 
bited ?     They    might     not. 
They    were     to    teach     an 
obfervation  of  what  he  had 
poftively     iaftituted— Might 
they    preach   the   gofpel   to 
iinners?    To  every   rational 
creature  in  the  whole  w6rld 
—Is  the  religion  to  be  pro* 
pagatcd 
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that  he  yfzsvnly/enf  to  the  loft  Jbfep  of  the  hmife  of 
Jfrael — and  that  it  was  not  meet  to  give  the  children's 
bread  to  dogs.  This  feems  contrary  to  an  almoft 
infinite  number  of  paffagcs  of  fcripture,  which 
affirm,  Jcfus  Chrift  is  the  lijght  of  the  Gentiles  (6)— 

fQ 


legated  local^  national,  par- 
tial? It  is  univerfal — May  it 
be  propagated  by  fire,  and 
fwOird»  and  penal  fandlions? 
It  may  not.  It  is  to  be  fpread 
by  /coTifrfii^— What  is  pre- 
vionily  necefTary  to  baptifm? 
ProfeffioB  of/fiih  in  the  goC- 
pel — Is  faaptifm  a  flanding 
ordinance  ?  It  is  an  injun£iiw% 
and  has  never  been  repealed, 
and  herein  it  differs  froot 
fromi/es  of  miraculous  gifts, 
and  portions  of  divine  ailif- 
tance,  which  depend  on  the 
difcretion  of  the  promifer-^ 
Does  the  chrilUan  fyHem  al- 
low a  preacher  of  the  gofpdi 
to  preach  terror?  He  is  to 
preach  to  finhlifuerj,  and  to 
denounQe  damnation-r^ls  chriP> 
tianity  tp  continue?  To  the 
^n^  of  the  world-^Is  it  to  be 
^ntinued  by  the  mere  aid  of 
learning,  reafon,  eloquence, 
Ac.  ?  The  prefence  of  CMjl^ 
is  to  be  fuperadded.  Thefe, 
and  many  other  articles,  iolil 
fertb  this  word  of  Ufi  to  the 
fpecial  attention  of  a  chriflian 
laiQifler,  and,  by  a  proper 
regard  to  it,  he  may  rtjoUe  in 
tbt  day  of  Chrift^  that  he  hath 
not  run  in  'vain^  nor  lahound 
in  'uain^    Phil.  ii.  l6. 

(6)  Light  to  thi_  Gentiy^ 
Religious  bigotry  was  the 
jaationa}  fin  of  the  Jew^i  th^iy 


affeded  an  iniignificant 
haughtineis  in  fpeaking  of 
the  red  of  .  mankind,  and 
called  them  the  nations^  the 
gentilesy  barhariansj  and  Co 
on.  The  firil  chriflians,  be- 
ing  Jews  by  birth,  bore  the 
icandal  of  this  national  fin, 
after  they  had  imbibed  th« 
benevolent  fpirit  of  the  gof- 
pel.  The  curt,  and  fome- 
times  obfcure  flyle  of  Taci- 
tus, has  given  occaiion  to 
feveral  learned  men  to  di{^ 
pute  the  meaning  of  his  well- 
known  expreffion,  odio  humam 
rnerij ' convi&t  ]fi$nt.  ( Annal. 
XV.  c.  44.)  Some  think,  he 
meane  to  {^y.  All  mankind  hated 
Chriflians  I  Others  think,  it 
ihottld  be  underilood,  Chrif- 
tiam  hated  all  mankind.  The 
latter  feems  moil  natural, 
and  agreeable  to  his  deiign  % 
for,  it  is  plain,  he  is  fpeak- 
ing of  what  he  called  an  ex* 
£crahle  /uperflition,  taught  by 
Chriil  a  Jew,'  and  pra&ifed. 
by  Jcwi(h  followers*  The 
defcription  does  not  fit  chrift 
tians ;  but  it  does  Jews,  who 
were  raving  mad  on  account 
of  that,  afibciation  of  Gen- 
tiles with  Jews,  which  chrif*- 
tianity  propofcd  to  makd* 
S.  Paul  defcribes  them  in  the 
fame  manner,  i  Thcif.  iii 
15,  16.  Th^  kilkd  .'the  Lord 
A  a  2  Jefui 
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and  ail  other  fuch  paflages  will 


agrte,  if 
you 


yefup^-'ami  ihiir  awn  fropbils 
•-^tkey  ptr/fcuii  m^-tbty  fltaft 
not  God^^tbey  ton  tht  emcmiis 
§f  all'  ntdnkini'^thiy  ftifhid  ui 
i9  /peak  to  tbi  Gentiles^  tbni 
ibey  migbt  hi  f&ued* 

I)r.  Sclater,  oae  of  otir  old 
divinety  remarksy  not  im- 
properly, on  this  plaocy, that 
V  ailf  who  hinder  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gofpel  are  to  be 
reputed  c^iul  enemies  to 
ail  mankind,  by  depriving 
iveople  of  the  greateft  good-*' 
rhere  is  a  great  deal  of 
meaning  in  this  expreffion. 
The -evident  defign  of  the 
gofpel  is  to  produce  the  nni- 
verfal  ibciaf  felicity  of  all 
jnankind.  Now  the  felicity 
of  intelligent  beings  cannot 
be  prodaced  withoat  the  re- 
moval of  ignorance,  vice, 
and  inienfibility,  the  three 
chief  caofet  of  human  mi- 
fery.  In  order  to  remove 
ihefe,  the  gofpel  git^s  us 
a  fet  of  juft  tru^  ti»tian*-^tL 
xlafs  of  <tv>/if»/-^and  ^wet- 
fal  nutvuis  to  enjgage  us  to 
admit  the  firft  and  to  pra6li{e 
thelaft.  Butthefe  three  re- 
medies, contained  in  the  gof« 
pel,  are  to  be  conveyed  out 
of  the  book  into  the  man ; 
for  as  they  lie  in  the  letter 
they  operate  nothing;.  Now 
j^his  is  the  work  of  a  gofpel 
minifier,  as  an  inftrnment  in 
the  hand  of  the  holy  fpirit ; 
and  he,   who  oonfiders  the 


produAion  of  th6  greateft 
focial  good  as  the  pole-ftar 
of  his  xnintftry,  will  not 
greatly  err  ki  eaecutinr  it. 
His  aim  will  be  to  ^ive  Hght 
to  them,  who  -fit  14  dark- 
kiefs ;  to  difplace  cOnfafioiiy 
to  eftablifli  order,  and  to 
impel  men  to  aiftion  by  pro- 
per motives. 

There  feem  to  hefinr  great 
objedls,  which  deferve  the 
attention  of  fack  a  man.  !• 
.^erftcmion.  ^  He,  who  perfe- 
cutes  a  chriftian  minifter  lor 
preaching  the  gofpel,  ought 
to  be  reputed  an  enemy  of 
mankind.  2.  What  r^firmms, 
frtidum  of  tbougbi^  without 
which  no  man  can  form  prin- 
ciples of  his  own,  is  an  ini- 
mical invafioa  of  the  rights 
of  all  mankind.  5.  Tedious 
repetitions  of  hmum  ritmUt 
in  divine  worfliip,  crowding 
the  preaching  of  the  divine 
word  op  into  a  corner  to 
make  room  for  human  in- 
ventions, are  on  the  fame 
Ade  agaiiift  the  rational  in- 
telligent rights  of  an  men. 
4.  obliging  all  miaifters  to 
preach  by  any  otn/et  of  mUt^ 
of  grammar,  rhetoricK,  die- 
ologtcal  phrafeolory,  andib 
on,  deferves  to  be  ckifed 
with  the  former  afts  of  ho(» 
tility.  The  firft  of  thde 
Crimes  takes  away  the  i^Ar— 
the  fecond  wounds  the  eje^ 
that  ihottid  fee  ^  it— the  third 
ihews 
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yoQ  di(tiiigtti(b  tdfne,  add  occafion:    Whrk  Jefus 
Chrift  was  upon  earth,  he  was  the  minijier  of  the 


ihews  that  object  in  ten  mi- 
tMtesonly,  which  cannot  be 
underftood  withoat  the  atten^ 
lion  of  an  Bour — and  the 
fomth  precludes  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  feeing  the 
objed,  by  confinino;  it  to  a 
fixed  fointi  at  which  indeed 
ibme  eyes  can  fee  it  beft: 
but  where  others  canoot  pof* 
iibly  fee  it  at  all.  In  a  plan 
aiming  fimply  at  the  felicity 
of  ourfeliow-creatnresy  there 
is  neither  grammar  nor  rhe- 
torick,  phrafeologVy  propri- 
ety, fyflem^  nor  fenfe:  but 
the  information,  fanftifica- 
tioBy  andfalvationof  the  au- 
ditors is  all  in  all.  Propriety 
in  a  barn  may  be  impropriety 
in  a  cathedral:* but  if  it  in- 
form, fanAify,  and  iave  a 
foul  in  a  barn,  it  ought  to 
pafs  for  propriety ;  for  it  is 
in  effe^  fenf^^,  fyftem,  learn- 
.  in?  and  all. 

It  has  been  a  fafbion  witli 
ibme  divines  to  divide  their 
iermons  \x^ figure.  The  Spa- 
nifii  preachers  have  delighted 
inuch  in  this  method,  and 
Ibme  of  them  have  laid  down 
xules  ioT  preaching  thus.  The 
preacher  is  going  to  fill  his 
Huditors  with  difgaft  with  fin. 
In  order  to  this  he  takes  a 
text,  that  difiuades  from  fin 
in  general,  in  his  introduc- 
tion he  calls  fin  difeafe^  and 
fhen  treats  of  various  vix:es 


under  the  notion  of  bodily 
diforders.  An  auditor  feems 
to  be  in  a  county  hofpital, 
and  the  chaplain  leads  him 
from  ward  to  ward,  from  bed 
to  bed,  and  leflures  him  at 
every  paufe.  This  is  not  a 
method  of  preaching  I  ihould 
choofe,  however,  I  am  fome* 
times  edified  bv  it;  and  I  * 
never  dare  preiume  to  pro- 
fcribe  the  method,  for  it  may 
be  eafieft  to  fome  auditors  to 
come  at  the  ideas  of  the 
preacher  by  means  of  Aich  £• 
gures,and  if  they  be  informed, 
and  their  felicity  produced, 
the  end  is  anfwered,  the  chap- 
lain and  I  are  happy'  in  fee- 
ing it,  and  thus  we  approve 
of  what  we  do  not  like.  Give 
the  gentiles  light :  that  is  all. 
Cardinal  Borromeus,  in  his 
oration  to  the  clergy  of  Milan, 
at  opening  his  fixth  provin- 
dal  council,  delivered  his 
ideas  in  this  manner.  "  ASs 
XX.  28.  Taie  heed  therefine 
unto  yourfel'veSi  and  to  alt  the 
fiock^  &c.  '  Two  things  we 
muft  attend  to— :the  prefent 
fick  flate  of  the  dipcefe— and 
the  medicines  proper  for  reco- 
vering the  patients  connimit- 
ted  to  our  care.  Let  ys  cqn- 
jSder  the  province  as  one  large 
hofpiuL  See,  pride  is  a  fpi^ 
ritual  i/rtf^— The  concupif^ 
eence  of  youth  is  a  high/wrr 
^^prunkeuntfi'  is  madnefs-^* 
Some 
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etrcumcifim^  as  S.  Paul  fpeaks,  that  is,  his  pcrid^ 

nal 


Some  are  leprous — others  pa^ 
raljtic^^omt  a^elame — others 
dum6 — fomc  ilea/ — others 
llifid — &c.  Thefe  difeafes, 
dangerous  in  patients,  are 
intolerable  in  phyjuians^  cle- 
rical blind nefs,  lamencfs,  &:c. 
i^re  infuiFcrable."This  is  really 
a  good  difcourfe,  aiid  a  grent 
many  ju ft  and  adequate  ideas 
are  taught  nnder  images  in 
them/tlves  difagrecable :  but 
In  their  efFefts,  perchance, 
not  fo.  Paft.  Inflrua.  Carol 
.JSerromai^  or  at.  vi, 

L,et  us  judge  thus  of  our 
own  divines,  who  have  ex- 
pofed  religious  knowledge 
to  vieWy  I.  Under  medical 
images. — Prefervative  or  tria- 
cle^  [treacle]  againft  the 
poyfbn  of  Pelagius.  By  Dr. 
Will.  Turner,  1 55 1.— Difco- 
yery  of  ten  Englifti  lepers, 
very  noifom  to  the  church-  - 
1.  A  fchifmatikc.  2.  A 
church-robber.  3.  A  fimo- 
piackc,  &c.  ByThcTimmc, 
1592. — The  fick  man's /i//^, 
&C.  By  Tho.  Becon,  1591. 
—A  weapon-yj/o'^  for  the 
churcVs^w.  Stillingfleet. — 
The   Anatomy  of  the  Mafle, 

>555- 

2.  filufical  images. — Har^ 

mony  from  heauen — Son^  of 
Simeon,  Lukeii.  29. — Trum^ 
fet  of  the  foul,  Eccl.  xi.  o. 
by  Hen.  Smith,  1595. — The 
upchering  of  tlic  MafT^  written 
in   meeicr,    Xjjj.-rDavid's 


Harp.  Exp.  1 1 5  Pfilm.  Tho. 
Becon,     i^6y. ^^Drommg    of 

doomef-day. 

3.  Natural  image8--rSevei\ 
Sobs  of  SL  forrowful  foal.  Will, 
Hunnis,  1578.  Seven  peni- 
tential pfalms  in  mecre*r-^/v< 
full  ot  honey.  Gene£s  in 
metre.— Handful  of  botmi^ 
fuckles — Diamond  oi  devodpn. 
Fleming,  1580. 

4.  Trade  Images^  The 
f  r/7/>  for  to  die,  1506 — Hea- 
rcn\y  thrift,  Luke  viii.  18. 
Chrift.  Shutte.  1$?!' — The 
ripping  up  of  the  pope's ^rr- 
dely  (a  fardel  was  a  pedlar's 
pack.) — The  way  to  wealthy 
by  Rob.  Crowley,  1550, 

There  would  be  no  end  of 
tranfcribin^  titles.  Mirrors 
— looking  gtaffes-^fpyiitg  glaffes 
^-fpeSacles  tor  blind  papifis 
'^atb'-wayi — ladders — dcors^^ 
pats  for  preachers— a/tfrm/  for 
finners — cordials  for  faints—* 
combats  with  the  devil — and 
psi/om  for  the  pope — Thefe 
were  the  names  of  fomc  of 
the  artillery,  with  which  our 
anceftors  befieged  courts  and 
pulpits,  fynods  and  fchoolsjj 
then  occupied  by  papifts, 
and  with  which  they  aftuall)r 
drove  them  thence.  I  feel  a 
facred  awe  at  beholding  the 
venerable  old  inflruments, 
**  ftirring  up  dialogues  be- 
tween Lent  and  //^«r(;f— deli- 
berate ai;n  Ave  ares  to  prov^ 
papiRes  antichriHianyri^^/^a- 

tiktt 
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Iflf j^*>and  apologies  (at  thofe  dog  of  Ml  charged  with 
tlni^fhe  preachers,  which  ftLUe  deOriuf.**  I  love  to  hear 
OAeniSv   the   three^headed    them  fing, 

"  God  fave  the  king,  and  ipeed  the  plough^   . 
And  fend  the  prelates  care  inough, 

Inough,  inough,  inough/' 

Mam^felfi      Catalogme.     black  tinder-box,  that  ftanda 


Sec 

Crowley 9  Fiera  Pltywman^  &c. 
Ourancettore  had  certainly 
a  Yery  high  opinion  of  their 
own  produdtioDB  \  they  called 
them  demonftrati<o$  orations— 
Mftnfati'ut  expofitions— -^/>/. 
ous  lamentations— yk;>^/Wde^ 
finitions— ^«^/y  exercifes-^ 
right  godly  inj  u  n  ftipns— right 
godly  and  Uarntd  craAations 
"^finguiar  meditations — gMm 
colle^ions— 3/^^^/  and  com- 
fortable things  for  the  poor 
{o^'^ghoftly  jp^rfuafions-— ^- 
raphical  quefiions*— and  di- 
inne  refponfes-— /fw^/j  of  joy 
-^^aftles  ofcomtott'^potations 
lor  Lent—and  pomanders  for 
Eafter— profitable  books  for 
man's  JmI^  and  right  com- 
fortable for  the  body  ;  to  all 
which  we  add  onr  devotional 
wiih:  May  inflexible  criti- 
€ifm  never  fammo^i  you  into 
court!  There  are  in  the 
houfe  where  I  write  this  fe- 
veral  good  fires,  and  candles 
in  proportion,  to  the  no  fmall 
comfort  of  the  family  this 
fnowy  evening :  but  I  protcfl, 
I  believe,  were  a  man  to  trace 
them  to  their  origin,  be 
would  travel  from  candle  to 
candle,  from  fire  to  fire,  till 
he  arrived   at  Mrs.  Cook's 


in  a  footy  hole  in  the  kitchen 
chimney.  Venerable  flint 
and  fteel,  tinder  and  tin! 
Parent  of  all  this  light  and 
heat!  Peace  be  with  you !    - 

(7)  Okfervt  nccpfionsn  The 
abufeof  any  thinf  willjuflify 
a  preacher  in  oecrying  on 
one  occafion  what  on  another 
he  would  recommend,  '*  there 
are  two  reafbns  of  difguft 
with  htowledge,  I.  The  lutle 
progrefs,  which  they  make« 
who  carry  their  in  vesications 
far  theft.  In  proportion  to 
the  advance,  that  we  make 
in  this  wide  fiejd,  we  difco- 
ver  new  and  unbounded 
fpaces,  or»  ihall  I  fay,  new 
abyfles  beyond  our  (kill  to 
fathom  ?  the  more  we  are 
nourifhed  in  the  deep  paitore 
of  human  fcience  the  more 
hungry  we  are;  the  eye  is  w- 
*ver  faiisfied  wtb  fningy  nor 
the  ear  fwith  hearing,  and  tf 
making  many  books  there  is  as 
end. 

2,  The  little  jullice,  that 
is  rendered  in  the  world  to 
thofe,  who  excel  in  know* 
ledge,  is  another  reafon  of 
difguft.  He,  that  increa/eth 
knowledge f  imreafeth  forrvtu ; 
it  hapfeneth  to  me  e'ven  as  to  a 
fooL 
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but  «vbeu  he  was  exalted  to.^oiy^  bn  miaiftrtf, 
extended  over  the  whole  earth,  (7) 


/99L  '  Yes,  after  yoa  liaire 
dfivotod  yaiir  joutA*  iojored 
your  health,  and  fpeat  your 
fortune  to  inform  your  owa 
snindy  and  to  eiuble  yoa  to 
inform  thofc  of  others,  Wwll 
happen  ta  jou  iven  as  h  bat- 
fenetb  to  afoot.  You  will  be 
told,  fciences  are  unworthy 
the  purfuits  of  a  man  of  qua- 
lity. A  Plebeian^  who  lets 
4ap  for  a  maiv  of  quality,  will 
tell  yoxL,  a  man  of  birth  and 
breeding  fliould  afpire  at 
fooiethbg  more  noble  than 
queftioas  of  jurifpradenc«, 
cafes  of  confcience,  and  ex'^ 
pofitioBs  of  fcripture*  Yoa 
will  be  told,  there  does  not 
require  fo  much  knowledf^ 
to  Ihine  in  political  ftations, 
and  to  judge  upon  tribunals 
concerning  the  fortunes  and 
lives  of  your  fellow-citizens. 
Young  prefumptuous  lads 
will  pafs  a  final  Judgment 
upon  your  di(conrfe8,and  will 
fay,  with  a  decifive  tone, 
,  this  is  notfitid,  that  is  fupir- 
fcial.  The  fuperiority  of 
your  knowledge  will  raife  up 
again  ft  you  a  world  of  igno- 
ramufes,  who  will  afhrm, 
that  you  corrupt  youth,  when 
yott  would  guard  them 
agaiaft  prejudices :  that  you 
firike  at  orthodoxy,    when 


yoa  tadtavour  to  heal  tie 
wooodSft  which  p«dao&Ey  aad 
perfectttion  h«ire'  givtan  it: 
that  you  trouble  fociety,  whea 
you  would  purify  morality, 
iubjefling  to  its  holy  laws 
the  ^reat  as  well  as  the  final], 
magiftrates  as  well  as  fab- 
je£b.  In  a  word  both  in 
church  and  ftate  they  will 
prefer  novices  before  yoa, 
ndrices  haedly  worthy  to  be 
your  difdples* 

Happy  idiots!  who,  iik 
toxicaled  with  vanirir,  and 
incloifed  in  a  drde  of  idiots 
like  yoarfelves,  inhale  the 
fmoke  of  their  inoenfe,  after 
you  have  been  ftupified  with 
your  own.  You,  -who  aflfe^ 
bombaftick  pbrafes,  hoift  the 
fails  of  your  fweiling  elo- 
-quence,  and  fail  before  a  fair 
wind  into  this  ocean  of  glory* 
You,  whofe  fuperb  nonfenfe, 
whofe  ftale  common>places, 
"whofe  pedantick  fyftems  have 
gained  vou  a  repntadao  of 
knowledge  and  erudition, 
your  condition  appears  often 
to  me  preferable  to  that  of 
the  moft  refined  geniufles,  the 
moft  confummate  fcholar«« 
Ah !  //  happtneth  tonuasH  m 
fiolf  I  ha^e  hated  this  iifi^ 
&c."  Saurin.  firm,  tma^  xii. 
fiir  le  degont  du  mmdt* 
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CoKfTkAST  WoRdi  AlrtjfAcWONS.  {S\ 

Thus  yo*  may  oppofe  the  agbnietf  ihd  terrors^ 
v&k^b  Ibi^  Jdu9  Ghiif^  dt  tht  ^proach  (^death,- 

%aiAft 


fibiu^  Thik  18,  as  onr  ata- 
tlu)f  prtffbitiy  cxpreffcs  it, 
one  of  the  £neft  tepicks'  of 
ina^raiiOiK  There  i5  no  end 
of  the  atSUty  of  it  in  theo- 
logy. It  illuilrates  uvelation 
hf  eonthiftiiig  it  with  all 
ffhixm  of  MMtm^  rdigion: 
Nt^fsr  msm'/^h  Hkt  thu  mmt* 
John  vii.  46.— It  illaftrates 
t^iJKamtyhy  placing  it  op- 
pofite  to  Jndi^^  it  an  not 
nm  u  m$imt  Sittm:  hut  jt 
an  cewu  to  mumt  Ziom*  Heb.' 
xii.  i8«  32.— Itdiftin|niiheth 
tha  mi^fitrs  of  Chiifl  from 
pmiukrs.  ^Wi  Off  not  as 


m^  tmnpt  thi  kvotJ  of  God: 
ha  <c«r  ^etU  as  of  God.  z  Cor. 
21.  17.  xi,  &c. — It  difplays 
the  oeanty  of  a  tme  church 
hf  comparing  it  with  the  de- 
formity of /J^  religion^  Of 
Mobammedi&i»  popery,  and 
all  political  religions  it  may 
fafely  be  afk^d,  what  agree- 
ment hath  the  temple  of  God 
koitb  idols  f  %  Cor.  vi.  l6.— 
It  is  of  ercellent  nfe  in 
preaching  the  Anv,  by  con- 
traftine  what  men  are  with 
what  &y  ought  to  he.  t  Pet. 
iii.  ii.-^It  is  excellently 
adapted  to  comfort  by  com- 
paring the  wimm  of /rm* 
Vot.U. 


denet  with  the  folly  of  him, 
who- complaint  of  it;  the^ 
fafficiency  of  pardoning  mttcf 
with  the  abundance  of  a  fin* 
ner's  unworthincfi ;  the  plea* 
fnres  oi piety  with  the  amafe* 
ments  of  fin ;  the  privileged' 
of  ayfa/ivf'with  the  licentionC- 
nefs  ofafinner;  the  aids  o£ 
the  holy  Jpirit  with  the  efforts 
of  the  tempter  J  the  joys  be- 
yond  dkath  with  the  agonies 
of  dying-— It  is  «(efal  toie-^ 
cover  a  hacijlidirf  by  com* 
paring  his  prefent  ftate  with 
a  former  ftate.  Did  I  appear 
to  the  houfe  of  tfy  father  T  Ac. 
I  Sam.  \\.  zf.  XV.  17.  Jer. 
ii;  2,  c,  20,-  &c.  Back.  xvi» 
Gal.  iii.  1,4  &c.  Intfaefe^ 
and  in  a  thoafand  other  ca-* 
k%i  contraft  is  lovely  beyond 
conception,  and  fcriptnra 
abounds  with  it. 

Contrafts  may  be  taken 
from  *ir>r.  What  Go^  Jiath 
cleanied,  call  not  thou  [ho* 
mnncio]  common,  A^ts  x.  i  j« 
—from  place^  Pafs  over  the 
tfles^  fend  unto  Kfdar,  and 
fee,  hath  a  nation  chan^d 
their  idols:  bntsif /^«^/r |ia 
Jndea]  have  changed  thds 
riory.  Jer.  ii«  10,  11.— 
worn  //jw— f <Jktfwf-^c.  &€• 
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againft;  Ihe  conftancy  and  joy  of  the  martyrs,  whd 
flew  to  martyrdom  as  to  a  vidlory.  This  con- 
trariety of  emotions  is  accbunted  for  by  the  diffe- 
rence bf  the  peribns.  Jefus  Chrift  was  the  mccfi- 
ator  of  nficn  towards  God,  bearing  their  fins,  and 
engaging  vith  the  eternal  juftice  of  his  father : 
but  the*martyrs  were  believers,  reconciled  to  God» 
fighting  under  Chrift's  banner,  and  as  mylHcal 
foldiers  maintaining  his  righteous  claims.  One 
was  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  God*s  wrath  againft  men: 
the  others  were  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  his  love. 
Chrift  met  death  as  an  armed  enemy ;  and  as  one 
who,  till  that  time,  had  a  right  to  triumph  over 
mankind:  but  martyrs  approached  him  as  a  van- 
quifhed  enemy^  or  rather  as  an  enemy  reconciled, 
who  having  changed  his  nature  was  become  fa- 
vourable to  men.  In  one  word  Jefus  Chrift  was 
at  war  with  death :  whereas  death  was  at  peace 
and  in  friend/hip  with  the  martyrs.  (9) 

la 


Contraft  is  faid  to  lead  to 
the  curt,  finttntiim  ftylc. 
The  book  of  proverbs 
abounds  with  examples :  but 
unlefs  the  contrail  be  quite 
dear,  the  ftyle  will  become 
•bfcure  by  contrail.  Some 
tontrafts  muft  be  txpUumd. 
Thus,  /  ivould  thou  <wert  told 
or  hot.  Rev.  iii.  15.  The 
do^ribe  of  this  paiTage  is,  as 
«ne  obferves,  that  *«  vice 
jnixed  with  virtue  is  more 
dangerous  to  fociety  than 
.vice  alone.''  He  explains 
this  paiTagC)  thon,  by  "  Lev. 
xiii.  The  man  free  from  le- 
profy,  and  the  man  all  le- 
prous might  eo  about  freely. 
The  firft  could  not  infcft,  the 


lafi:  would  be  avoided :  bat 
he,  who  had  a  fpreading  1^ 
profy  to  all  appearaoce»  and 
who  yet  had  K>me  favourable 
fymptomsy  muft  be  confined, 
left  he  ihonld  communicate  , 
infedUon.    The  text,   theo^ 
ipeaks  of  three  forts  of  men, 
the  zealous,  the  profane,  and 
the  lukewarm.     Thefe  mnft 
be   contrafted    in    order    to 
prove  the  lail  the  moft  dan* 
gerous      miniiler     in     die 
ch  urch."    Gilbtrt  Abbat/trm. 
32.  af.  Eman.  Tbe/aur,  defitCm, 
concion, 

(9)    Contra/f  the   death   mf 

phrift  with  tie  deaths  cf  mar^ 

tyrs.     Many  of  oqr  divines 

prge    this    argument    with 

.     .    ^c»a 
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In  general,  we  may  affirm,  that  contraft'is  one 
cf  the  moft  beautiful  topicks  of  chriftian  rhetorick ; 

and 


^n&t  force  in  ^roof  of  the 
liodrine  of  vicarious  fatisfac- 
tion  for  fin.  I  con  fefs,  I 
pcyer  met  with  any  tolerable 
ftcconnt  of  the  terror  of  Chrift 
in  view  of  death,  commonly 
called  his  agot^^  his  cup^ 
Xuke  xzii.  44*  42.  except  in 
that  fyftem,  which  goes  on 
the  dodtrine  of  atonement. 
Innocence  had  no  caufe  to 
fear  on  its  own  account,  and 
jet  Chriil  had  more  terror  in 
dying  than  anj^^of  his  foU 
powers.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, expire  in  terror :  but, 
having  cried  with  a  loud 
voice  It  is  finished,  bow* 
cd  his  head,  and  yielded  op 
his  holy  foul  all  placid  and 
ierene  to  God  his  Father. 

(l)  Contrafts  art  finking^ 
One  of  the  fineilrinodern  con- 
trafts, that  I  have  fe^n,  is 
that  of  Bp.  MaffiUon  in  on^ 
of  his  advent  fermonsi  fawr 
Ujour  des  morts^  The  fubjed 
is  death*  .T1|e  ^xt  Rev.  xiy^ 
ij,  Thewholp  ierman,  ex- 
cept exordium  and  concla- 
£on,  which  are  ({lort,  con* 
lifts  of  iwo,  what  ftiall  I  call 
them,  pift^res^  of  originals  ? 
The  one  is^  defcription  of 
a  d^ing  faint^  the  other  that 
jpf  an  ixpinng  firmer n  I  dare 
jiot  attempt  to  tranflate  them. 
They  are  inimitably  beauti- 
Jul.  Each  departing  foul  re- 
jBedls  coolly  on  the  paft,  at- 
(end)  to  |>refent  condition^ 


and  looks  forward  to  futur 
rity.  What  fources  of  j<^  to 
the  one,  and  of  miiery  to  the 
other!   . 

Contrafts  muft  be  natural. 
That  is  to  fay,  they  muft 
arife  ont  of  a  rea}  oppofition, 
founded  in  the  nature  of 
things*  and  not  out  of  fan- 
ciful, artificial  oppofitions, 
whidi  owe  their  exiftence  to 
the  genius  of  the  preacher. 
Young  minifters  are  very  apt 
to  afteft  the  ftriking  in  their 
firft  eftays,  and  uiis  leads 
them  into  li^nfioi^s  anti- 
thefes,  falfe  points  of  wjt| 
coniical  aijbcf  ations  of  terms* 
and  fometimes  falfe  doflrine. 
In  thofe  cafes  fpeech^ficatiot^ 
prodocps  ftrikification:  buf 
what  becomes  of  edification? 
It  is  eaiy  to  aiFed:  but  to 
touch  the  paiTio^s  properly, 
and  to  purpoies  worthy  of  a 
ftjbcr  mind,  is  not  io  very 
eafy.  I  am  ftruck  at  feeing 
a  rope-dancer  exhibit;  for, 
not  having  the  honour  of 
knowing  the  principles  of 
his  art,  I  am  every  moment 
afraid  he  fiionld  fall,  and 
break  his  neck.  I  fhould  be 
very  diiFerently  ftricken* 
fhould  a  long  loft^  femal^ 
friend*  with  penetration  i^ 
her  eye,  fenfibility  in  her 
features,  and  gracefulnefs  in 
all  her  ftcps,  uncxpedledly 
enter  my  room,  I  fhould  be 
no  longer  myfplf.    I  fhould 

Bb2  "        freely. 
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iml  thMt^hkh  fmiO^  the akA ftriluQg iUuftra^ 
tioi^.    Qreac  care,  lu>wcv]er«  jpnft  betafceo,  iJitt 

the 


freely,  and  jnl^and^r  give 
myfelf  up  to  iiic  emouons  of 
my  heart,  fqr|;et  that  I  ex- 
ifted,  and  when  t  recovered 
]^y  ftnfes  find  myfelf  badi- 
tM  ki  felicity  in  the  bofom 
6finy  friei^.  Thus  unex- 
peAed  truthi  ftrike :  but  they 
muft  appear  truths  to  do  fo. 
Prudence  and  genius,  verfa- 
tility  and  gravity  mnft  unite 
to  form  a  good  contraft.  ^ 

CoHtraJfj  mufi  h*  iafy  U  h$ 
€9Mtribended,  Some  divines, 
ana  thofe  of  the  church  of 
Rome  above  all  others,  deal 
out  contraft  very  profufely 
for  the  lake  of  gaminj^  at- 
tention. Thus  one  began  his 
fermon,  on  an  Aih  Wednef- 
dny.  /*  If  the  goA)eI  read 
j^  day  command  me  to  Jiit 

•  my  afftQlm  cm  ibin^s  abovie, 
bow  is  it,  Rome!  that  you 
require  me  to  attend  to  duft 
#  and  aflies  ?  The  ftoipel  fays. 
Rife;  the  chnrcn  bi^s  me 
Itoopl  The  gofpel  bids  me 
^oolc  nps  tn^  church  fays 
Look  down  !  &c.  ko***  Afte^ 
a  long  propofing  of  thefe  opr 

-  pontes,  the  preacher  folves 
the  diiBcuIty  by  jproving, 
that  repentance  anq  hnmiu- 
ttion  lead  to  elevation  and 
i^lioity.  Pmmgertta  '  apud: 
Bmaa^  Tbe/amy,  df/ae.  come* 
'  This  method  is  very  com- 
monly trite  and  trifling;  and. 
If  it  l>c  often  repeat/sd,  it  lofes 
all  its  little  force.  Thereligion 
6i,  the  chm'cb  of  Rome  aflb- 


djttei  tbie  oddeft.thin|;s  in  the 
world:  and  tKdr  preacbers 
often  t)ring  Am  tnaria  asjd 
Ae  iixt  together  b^  violent 
jerks.  Oor  divines,  liow- 
ever,  being  not  oecentatef} 
to  work  literary  miracles  to 
keep  legends  and  lies  in  com- 
pany with  the  ibber  trptbs  q^ 
religion,  are  often  natun^ 
led  to  ftrike  the  antention  of 
their  ai^ditors  by  jnft  coQ- 
trafts.  Thnsit  the  l^te  piont 
Mr.  Walker  of  Trorb  began 
a  fermon  on  thefe  words, 
"Sltffid  are  tht diai^^^wbitb  Hi 
in  tift  Lord^  Rev.  xiv.  13... 
Afterapanfe,  he^exdatmed, 
"  How!  -  -  fileifed  ^xt  die 
itAd!  -  -  Bleffed  are  tke 
diadI  •  ^  No  forely  -  •  - 
Blefled  are  the  lMmg\  hr 
thcry  pofTefi-^the  power  of 
gratifying  their  /mfiiMl  tf^ 
fttites^mc  means  of  cberim- 
in^  their  fa^fi»Mf-'''<ipp€ntn' 
nities  of  pnrfnihg  UnvfiJ  fa- 
^e^(r— advantages  of  imtMc* 
tiud  attainmiMts^^hxt  *  not 
thefe  the  Uefled?  -  -  Hear 
S.  John.  Blefled  are  tbe  deid, 
^bicb  die  in  the  Lord.  They' 
cfnioy  advantages  faperior  10 
lUl  thefe.'*.  This  intiodac- 
tion  was  greatly  admired. 
Itftruck  at  once- the  atten- 
tion' oF  the  andtence,  and  a 
plan  of  d^cnlSoa  fer  tb*. 
preacher. 

In  like  manner,  we  raigb^ 

fey,    •«  PUl.  i.ti.    Pjm. 

tb^  fidntt  ai  FbiUpfi  .  -  -: 

*•      Tdf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C   >97    > 

IRe  oppofidMS  be  natural,  eafy  to  compreiiend, 
«nd  properly  placed  iq  #  ^  dear,  lighc  (i) 

XIX. 


Tell  me  freely^  bretbren! 
lave  I  not  difcovered  my  ig- 
noraiioe  or  imptndenoe  m 
the  choice  of  my  text  ?  -  •  • 
Faal  writes  to  /aimis  -  -  - 
AIm!  my  Mditorsi  this  let- 
ter 19  nol  dire^Ud  to  fome  of 
roa  1  <*  -•  -  Were  your  moral 
late  to  be  ezprtfied  in  apof. 
«dical  addfCiQttg,  ^ey  muft 
na,  Paul  to  4nmiards  •  -  r 
Vtttmto^fhmirs  -  -  Jsmet 
to  Jblmjts  and  /)«^|#  -  -  John 
to  hjfmitkm  Md  fhwr^fm  -  - 
Honrorer*  I  abide  by  ny 
choice,  and  |  am  f<njif  tp 
JaftifyS.Panl»  byproying«n; 
that'  2hteniperance»  igno- 
rance, obftinacy,  and  dapli- 
city  iacaptcitate  men  for 
poCting  b^  ipriptore-rand 
that  a  certain  ponty  of  mind 
Ss  prerionfly  neceflary  to  our 
edificatioB. 

Thus  again>  DiHrtfbish^ 
ith  it  bav0  ti»  fn-gmiameit 
John  ili.  9.  -  •  -  Aiid  does 
not  Dibtrrohes  deferve  praife 
Jbr  this  i  Perhaps  l^e  aims  19 
excel  in  knwvUdgt  -  •  Per- 
luips  h<;  ifV^^  tp  attain  far 
perior  degrees  of  fiaj  -  - 
perhaps  he  would  be  exem^ 
plarily  holy  in  all  manner  of 
ffOdlinefSf  in    bumtity^ru" 

and  ib  OQ  -  ^  Ah!  nothing 
of  all  this.  His  haughty 
JB>nl  is  content  to  continue 
irof4  of  all  thefe  excellencies. 
lie  is   eyen   a*  determined 


enemy  to  them>  and  Is  now 
cafting  Gains  and  Demetrias, 
yea  the  Inipired  writings  of 
S.  John  out  of  the  charch. 
See  tiiis  ignorant,  impious^ 
fingpalariy  wiched  image  of 
Luaftr,  afpiring  to  fet  his 
tbriu  Mhrvi  tbi  JIart  tf  God, 
and  eicFatin^  himfelt  on  the 
ruins  of  religion.  Let  vs 
coii4der  diefe  two  inb}e^» 
the  inthronicatioii  of  bamsM 
willy  and  the  facred  ifualit^ 
taoght  by  S.  Joha,  and  for 
|his  parpoie  let  as  contraft 
ihe  aathority-^the  natore— 
tbe  f^irit'T'Md  th^  end  ^f 
both. 

CQHtrafti  wn^  hi  vnB'pl^ed. 
They  produce  fine  efe& 
tPT^jy.  where;  bat  the  nncft| 
I  prefame  tq  guefs,  in  con^  ' 
€li^§Mt.  Mofes,  collecting  at 
the  dole  of  his  ininiftry  all 
his  fire  and  fordp,  diarged 
the  IfracUte9  ta  place  th^ 
^hUffinis  on  mofiqt  Geriteimp 
and  the  cu^ei  on  mqunt  Bbal, 
and  to  let  them  (land  in  con* 
traft  for  po|)uIy  eflificatiouv 
Pent,  xxxvii. '  ii»  la,  13. 
ChrifUao  mioifters  often 
imitate  him»  ^d  any  fabied 
will  admit  of  it,  Thus  Car* 
dinal  Borromeus,  (:loles  hi^ 
fecood  oration  to  his  clergy« 
*«  God.  jQur  offended  judgCt 
fays.  If  ^e  be  feen  by  office^ 
how  is  It  ye  are  blind  in 
pradice  ?  If  I  appointed  yoa 
to  feed  my  flocks»  why  del 
r9i 
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XIX. 

Examine  the  Grounds,  or  Causes  of  ah 
Action  or  an  Expression  ;  and  shbw  tiw 
Truth  or  Equity  of  it. 

For  example.  When  the  Jncarnarion  of  Jefus 
Chrid:  is  in  queftion,  as  in  this  text,  Tbe  word  %vds 
made  fiejh^  you  may  recur  to  the  foundations  of 
this  truth,  as  revealed  in  fcripture,  in  order  to 
ihew  that  a  divine  perfon  did  take-  upon  him  real 
true  humanity,  in  oppoficion  to  the  notions  of  fbmc 
ancient  hereticks,  who  in^agined,  that  the  human 
nature  of  Chrift  was  only  apparent.  (2)  For  this 
purpofc,  you  muft  look  into  the  ancient  prophe- 
cies for  fuch  j)aflages  as  attribute  two  natures,  the 
human  and  divine,  to  the  one  perlbn  of  the  Me& 
fiah.  To  the  fame  purpofe  you  may  alfo  apply 
ficwrtcftament  texts,  which  fpeak  of  the  fame 
fubjed: ;  ^nd  you  may  farther  obferve  fuch  realbns 
^f  thi«  fin^lar  economy,  as  theology  furniiketh, 

and 


you  fuffer  tlicm  to  pcrifti 
for  hunger?  If  ye  be  the  fait 
of  the  earth,  where  is  yoar 
favour  ?  If  ye  be  the  light 
of  the  world,  why  do  ye 
fnfer  people  to  fit  in  dark- 
nefs  ?  If  I  appointed  you  to 
be  my  moutii;  why  are  ye 
dumb  ?  If  ye  be  unequal  to 
your  duty,  why  are  ye  To  am- 
bitions as  to  hold  your  of- 
fices f  If  e^ual  to  it,  why  do 
ye  not  difcharge  it?  Tte 
'fere  of  the  prophets,  the  pre- 
cepts cf  the  gofpel,  the  ex- 
amples' of  the  apoftles,  reli- 
*gion,  fiefy,  the  ftate  X>f  th^ 


diurch,  the  terrible  day  of 
judgment,  endlcfs  rewards, 
and  everJafting  woes,  are  all 
thefe  nothing  to  you  \  Pcjt^, 
iuflru^,  or  at.  co/idL  iL  Car  J, 
Borrom, 

(2)  S^ine  heriticks"  denied 
Cbrifi^s  red  humanity.  Gno£. 
ticks,  ApoUinarians,  &c. 
Epiphan.  H^enf.  xxvi.  76,  77. 
^oc,  EccL  Hifl,  lib,  ii.  cap.  46. 
•  Hooker  rightly  fays^  "  Er- 
rors in  this  article'  of  faitli» 
are  either  from  di*viding  the 
per/ony  which  is  but  one,  or 
coMfounding  the  natunr,  whic}l 
arc  two.    Hook.  EccL  fo^ 
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ud  which  att  taken  from  the  defiga  of  our  ial^ 
vadoB.  (3) 

In 


(3)  Sxamhe  tie  ground  of 
am  ixpreJUn  or  aSion,  and 
feew  the  equity  of  it.  Two 
things  are  necelTary  here« 
i«  hfoB  muftbe  afcertained. 
2«  The  frineifUs  of  it  mufl  be 
inveftigated.'  The  bare  men- 
tion of  this  fttbjefl  fhews  the 
neceliity  of  caution. 

1.  A  fad  may  ht/uppofed, 
which  is  not  true.  A  certain 
perfqn  affirmed*  baptifm  was 
cfiential  to-  falvation,  and 
thoarht  he  proved  his  pofi- 
tion  oy  adding*  Jefns  Chriil: 
fays.  He  that  ielieveth,  and 
is  baptixid^  fiiall  he  faved  :  hiA 
.  he  thai  helievetb  not,  and  is 

HOT      BAPTIZED,     JboU     he 

Mark  xvi.  16.    No, 


replied   his  opjponent*  Jefus 
Chrift  never  faid  To. 

2.  A  fad  may  be  afcer- 
tdned,  and  the  principles  of 
it  may  be  declared.  /  count 
all- things  hnt  lofs  for  the  ex'^ 
uUency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  Jefus  ntf  Lord.  Phil. 
iii.  8.  I  give  up  all  by 
choice;  for  I  have  ilndied 
both  A|bjedi»  and  prefer 
Chriftianity  with  all  its  dif- 
«dvantages. 

3.  A  fad  may  be  afcer- 
tained, and  it  may  be  proper 
to  conceal  the  principles  01  it. 
Jefus  faid  unto  Philips  M^hence 
ftfall  lue  buy  bread?  This  he 
/aid  to  pronje  him ;  for  he  him- 
Jeff    kne'w    ivhat    he,    «woald 


do.    John  vi.  5, 6.    See  xiii« 

27, 28, 6;  7. 

4.  Principles  are  (bmedmes 
beft  urged  by  implicatiom. 
Thus  I  Cor.  ir.  We  are  ftew- 
ards-— you  ought  to  give  us 
credit  for  fideUty«-<yoa  affeA 
to  doubt  our  principles*-^ 
Welly  defer  your  judgment 
of  our  hearts  till  the  Lord 
ihall  judge  the.  world-^and 
now  examine  our  a6tion8^ 
fwe  are  made  afpeSacU  ta  thi 
nvorldf  and  fo  on.   . 

^.  A  fad  may  be  afcer^^ 
tained,  the  principles  of  it 
may  be  pretty  clear,-  and  yet 
circumftances  may  make  it 
proper  for  obfervers  only  t9 
query.  His  majefly,  James  I* 
ordered  his  *'  amba^Tadors  to 
advife  the  flates  of  Holland 
to  beware  in  time  of  here* 
tical  preachers,  and  not  t&  ' 
fulFer  them  to  creep  into 
their  ftate.  Hts  pnncipal 
meaning,"  he  is  pleafed  to 
add,  *'  was  of  Arminins^ 
who  was  lately  dead."  Qnery^^ 
What  could  induce  his  ma- 
jefly to  guard  the  united  pro- 
vinces aeainft  the  creeping 
of  a  dead  man  ? 

His  majefly  complains  of 
fate,  and  fays,  **  It  was  our 
hard  hap  not  to  heare  of  this 
Arminius  before  he  was 
dead."  Query,  What  could 
a  defender  of  Britilh  epi(^ 
copal  faith  have  done  in  a 
Dutch 
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fir  fikf  manner,  when  yod  tnatt  0f  dr:  fifmn^ 
tm  of  Chrift,  or  his  afcmfiM  to  heaven,  jouaioflr 
flA»  this  topicky  and  fliew  the  fidelity  and  credibility 
of  the  teftimony  borne  by  his  apoftles.  Your  ar« 
gument  may  be  eftabliihed  by  obfervipg  what  fol- 

lowNxl* 


Datch  prcftytenan  diurchr 
ksd  it  Deea  his  foj^  bmf  to 
hmt  betrd-  af  Amdnivs  dir- 
ring  his  lile  }  Hb  majefty  is 
tdsafed  to  iaforni  th«  ftates, 
both  in  Lattn^ud  Englifli, 
that  he  if  ^  a  cfariaiaa  kinK 
the  defisnder  of  dia  faith, 
heapar  and  avaager  of  both, 
die  ublea  of  the  law,  and 
aarfing  father  of  the  chordi ; 
and  as  fach,  that  he  requires 
sr  book  written  by  profeflbr 
Toxffios  to  be  banied»  and 
he  leaves  it  to  their  chriilian 
wifibm  to  determine  whe- 
iber  erer  any  heretiqne  better 
delerved  to  be  bnnied  than 
the  anther  hiaiialf/.'  Qoer^, 
Do  nnrfittg  fathers  bom  thor 
children?  OM  Betty  (hall 
nnrie  mine  then. 

His  majeftjr  thought  pio* 
per  to  dedicate  this  book 
**  fV  the  bmc9m  of  omr  Lord 
miSmviomt  Jifiu  Cbrift^  Tkt 
§t$rml  SpMMt  oftht  tttraal  Rr- 
tim^*  and  to  Ible  himfelf 
<<  His  mfi  btmiii.  mi  m^ 
JMigtd/iroamr  Jmm  If^  thi 
Grme$  tf  God  kag  of  GroMi 
BritaUu^  Frmut  md  IrtUmd^ 
JMondtrofikofaHb.**  Qs^^ 
Was  God  Ahntghty's  moft 
obliged  hnmUe  iervantfree 
from  prefumption?  Dodgn 
^fmn/tVtrfiimt  l6ia« 


Verity,  it  is  nor  fiur  fir 
kings, to  write  on  religiona^ 
comroverfies.  The  f«te,  ^el 
makes  them.  )Atipy  dbli^ietifc* 
them  to  be  impartial,  nad* 
prohibits  their  dntM^ag-their 
weight  into  either  ficale.  God 
forbid,  faid  arinaictaii'oaoe 
to  a  prince,  yoav  aajeay' 
Ihoold  nndarftand  moMraa' 
well  as  I  do!  With  mach 
more  reaiba  maf  divines  Ay 
fo  of  potemical-diTinityw  Pew 
lOyal  aatbors  hare  gained* 
any  laorels  in  theft  oncoaa-^ 
ters.  Many  hare  vendered^ 
themfelves  ridiculons  by  at- 
tempting to  do  fo*  James  L 
was  laAighed  at  by  fnch  as 
dare  laagh  darfug  hie  Ufa, 
and  all  Korope  has  done  it 
iinae  theexpnifioaof  hb-fh-- 
mily.  His  clergy  oalled^hiar 
Solomon,  and  he-  was  Solooioar 
fiiongh  to  believe  ttedv* 
Some  of  the  ooomers  of  the 
French  kinz  were  one  day 
calling  himfo'belbfc  his  ma- 
jeft^«  .Yes,  fmd  I«ewis,  his 
majefty  is  a  Sokmon*  He 
is  the  foD  of  David  the  lidkr> 
and  he  writes  pamphlets  on 
religion  i  Bp*  Bamet  oJla 
him  the  meaaeft.pri0or,  thai 
ever  fat  apon  a  thfoae,  H^ 
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lowed  his  tiefurredtion  and  afcenfion;  as  the  eflfb- 
fion  of  the  fpiric,  the  abolition  of  the  empire  of  the 
devil  and  his  idols,  the  converfiofi  of  whole  nataoaa 
to  the  worlhip  of  the  one  true  God,  miracles,  pro- 
phecies,  &c. 

.  The  fame  method  !s  proper,  when  (bme  pr€^ 
diaions  are  your  fubjeAs,  as  the  deftrudion  of 
Jerufalem,  and  the  reje&ion  of  the  Jews:  for  you 
may  either  narrate  hiftory  to  fhew  the  execution^ 
o(  you  may  rcafon  upon  the  fuhjeft  to  Ihcw  how 
wonderful  the  divine  wifdom  was  in  that  difpenfa- 
tion  5  the  whole  will  evince  the  truth  of  the  pre- 
didtions.  (4) 

I  f;ud  alfo,  the  grounds  and  cauies  of  an  action 
or  expreifion  might  be  examined  to  Jhew  the  efnify 
and  truth  of  either.  This  principally  takes  place, 
when  any  thing  furprizjng  and  uncorpmon  is  in 
qucftionj  for  fuch  things  at  firft  feem  to  fliock 
d>e  minds  of  auditors  %  or  when  you  are  preiHng 

home 


(4)  SwMCi  fy  iifve^igatinft 
taufts.  To  this  topick  this 
fermon  of  Maflillon  muft  be 
Inferred,  "  Firft,  What  arc 
the  fecret  caafes  of  onr  revolt 
figainft  the  will  of  God  ?  z. 
What  are  the  advantages 
which  accompany  fubmiffion 
to  his  holy  will  ?  Whence  is 
it,  that  we  never  will  what 
God  wills  ?  Yet  whence  is  it, 
that  there  is  (o  much  com- 
Ibrt  and  delight  in  willing 
only  what  he  wills?  Oar 
rebellion  ^gainft  the  divine 
will  proceeds  from  a  nfoin 
ftafon^  which  raihly  con- 
demns what  it  cannot  com* 
prehend.  2.  It  is  owing  to 
/elf'hmef  which  incliixcs  us 
^   Vol.  II. 


to  refer  every  thing  to  our- 
felves,  and  which  condemns 
any  thing,  that  does  not  en* 
terinto  our  views  and  fchemes 
of  happinefs.  3 .  J t  proceeds 
from  a  fal/i  notion  of  *vittniy 
which  fubftitutes  ufelefs  de** 
fires  after  what  God  does  not 
require  of  us  in  the  place  of 
duties,  which  his  holy  will 
does  impofe  on  us.  4.  I'he 
advantages  of  fubmlilion  arife 
from  a  quiet  confiding  in  God 
for  future  things— an  acfmtf- 
ana  in  his  will  under  prefent 
embarrafTments^and  a  deli- 
verance from  ufelefs  regnti 
concerning  the  paft.  Maffl 
Mjfi.  pour  la  pufijk%  ii  la^i 
vitrgu 
Cc 
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home  an  cxhortadcnto  the'praftice  of  any  duty, 
which  cannot  be  performed  without  difficulty. 
For  example.  The  Pharifees  complain  in  the  gofpel, 
that  the  difciples  of  Chrift  did  n^t  keep  the  traditions 
of  the  elders.  In  order  to  juftify  the  difctpks^ 
fhew  the  foundations  of  Chrmian  liberty,  and  ir- 
niark,  that  the  true  worlhip  of  God  does  not  con- 
fift  in  the  obfcrvation  of  external  ceremonies,  much 
lefs  in  the  obfervation  of  human  traditions  and 
cuftoms :  but  it  confifts  of  true  piety,  real  inward 
holinefs,  and  adual  obedience  to  the  command- 
ments of  God.  (5) 

So 


f^:^)Sbew  thimundsofChrif' 
Hon  liberty.  No  fabjed  re- 
quires more  attention  than 
this  atprefent  in  our  churches. 
It  ought  to  be  well  fludied, 
and  thoroughly  invelligated ; 
for,  (I  am  forry  to  fay  fo.) 
there  is  a  world  of  collufion 
among  divines  in  this  article. 
They  rive  us  one  liberty  in 
their  tookst  and  another  in 
praSice.  Afk  a  papift  to  de- 
'  fine  chriftian  liberty  in  the- 
ory^ and  he  will  tell  you, 
•*  vera  hominis  libertas  in 
hoc  con  fi  flit,  ut  homo  ea 
folum  agat,  ^ux  fecundum 
rationis  imperium,  agenda  ve- 
niunt."  Joan.  Segobtenjts.  dt 
Pr^edic.  E^uang.  lib.  ii.  I  i. 

This  is  very  plaufible: 
but,  the  mifchief  is,  the  ca- 
nonifts  and  the  conrts  in  real 
|>ca6\ice  expound  it  of  the 
infallible  reafon  of  the  pope. 
The  epifcopal  church  of  Eng- 
land propoies  to  give  h^ 
members  liberty,  and  to  al- 
low them  to  determine  all 


.debates  hy  fcriptitre.  How- 
ever, we  fhould  be  taken  in 
were  we  to  expefl  thefe  fine 
profefiions  to  be  realized  in 
aflual  pradlice.  Between  col- 
lege and  church  there  He  fe- 
veral  expofitory  deeds  to  be 
executed,  all  eflential  to  an 
entrance  into  the  latter.  In 
all  tliefe,  not  the  fcriptures 
as  God  gave  them :  but  the 
fcriptures  as  expounded  by  cer- 
tain articles  ;  not  the  cnurch 
as  Chrifl  and  his  apoftles  left 
it:  biit  the  church  of  Eng- 
land as  eflablijhedy  are  the 
objefls  of  contemplation. 
Vou  have  the  liberty  of  re- 
fufal:  but  then  yoa  muft 
purchafe  religious  liberty  by 
reiigning  fomf  of  your  civil 
rights  as  a  man,  and  a  firi- 
toti.  The boaded  ALLIANCE 
of  ibme  churches  with  fbme 
flates  refembles  an  atliance 
between  a  good  hufband  and 
a  bad  wi^.  The  fervants 
under  both  adore  their  maf- 
tcr,  pity  and  praife  bim»  and 
eke 
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So  9gBin;  whea  Jefus  ChriA,  after  he  had 
healed  the  paralydck  man,  commanded  him 
to  ^  no  marc  kft  a  wtnrfe  thing  cnme  unto  bim^ 
You  muft  go  tQ  the  grounds  of  the  exprelOion  to 
ihew  its  equity.  Now  thefe  are,  that  ibme  fins 
had  drawn  the  wrath  of  God  upon  him^  before 
«~that  if  he  continued  in  them  that  wrath  would 
certainty  return-— that  the  favours,  which  we  re- 
ceive from  God,  engage  us  to  glorify  him  by 
gpod  works,  &c.  (6)  This  topick  is  of  great 
ule  in  explaining  the  commandments  of  the  law, 

the 


eke  his  vixen  partner.  The 
old  coachman  reads  Gen.  iii. 

17.  and  (ays  his  prayers  in 
the  hayloft. — The  batler  ad- 
mires the  firil  chapter  of 
£fther»  and  pardcularly  the 
lail  veric— The  groom»  who 
vnderflands  prophecies^  ap- 
plies our  Lord's  epiftle  to  the 
Dilhop  of  Thyatira,  Rev^  ii. 

18,  &c  to  the  cafe  of  the  fa- 
mily—-and  the  chaplain,  who 
underftands  latin,  And  never 
intends  to  marry,  iings  Poly- 
phemus^s  love-fong. 

Oar  Cartwright,  for  the 
puritans,  affirmed  at  the  re- 
formation, '*  we  meane  not 
to  take  awaye  the  authoritie 
of  the  civile  magi  Urate,  to 
whom  we  wifhe  all  bleffed- 
neiTe,  and  for  the  increafe'of 
whole  godliaeiTe  wd'  daily 
praye :  bat  that  Chrift  being 
reilored  into  bis  kingdome, 
may  ndt  in  t)ie  /ami  by  the 
icepter  of  his  'wirdJ*  Whit- 
gift  replied,  for  the  epifco- 
palians,  *'  Chrift  ruleth  in 
hys  church  by  the  godliemz.^ 


giftrate.*'  The  godUnefi  of 
Hen.  VIII.  and  (^Elisabeth 
were  not  to  be  difputed* 
Whitgift  knew  that,  and  fo 
did  Cartwright.  The  firft 
therefore  publilhed  for  proofs 
glofles  of  S.  Auftin,  and  S. 
Jerom,  and  the  lafl  was  forced 
to  content  himfelf  with  wr//- 
ing  in  the  margin  of  his  op- 
ponent's books  againft  sdl 
inch  arguments—*'  non  va- 
let confequentia— ad  rem 
nihil  afFert— Hieronymus  non 
eft  in  iftis  rebus  arbiter  et 
judex."  I  have  Whitgift'g 
book  with  many  fuch  mar- 

g'nal  notes,  all  written  in 
artwright's  own  hand. 

(6)  Behold!  thou  art  made 
whole,  Oy  yap  $iirev^  ih  vym 
ct  tTOino'a,  axx'  vytvii  jByovag 
fMiKiri  a/xofravs.  hcu  ^roAiv, 
eujt  iiTrevj  iva  fin  ct  M^acuy 
oAX*  ijra  [un  x^'^ov  Ti  coi  yivfi" 
raiy  a7rpec»7raf  o^/up<ntf<t 
TiSci;,  nai  itiuwi  x^f'^o^  jxaX- 
Xw  Hcav  TJjv  uyisiav  n  rn^  aiiag' 
u  yof  evtfmtv  on   rnv  ai*av 
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the  equity  of  which  muft  be  made  to  appear^ 
for  it  muft  be  proved,  that  they  are  all  founded 
in  nature,  and  have  an  inviolable  fitnei3  in  the 
order  of  things. 

In  (hort,  it  is  proper  to  take  this  method  with 
all  exhortations  to  piety,  charity,  &c  which  are 
found  in  fcripture.  In  .oxder  to  perfuade  people  to 
the  pradice  of  them,  their  fitnefs  muft  be  ihsweA^ 
by  opening  the  gi:ounds,  reafons,  and  principles 
ot  our  obligations  to  the  practice  of  all  thefe 
virtue^.  (7)  XX. 


hu;  ami\>^afYfi  hxnvy  axx  on 
*IAANePftnU  t<ru(tro. 
Chryfoft^  in  Joanrn^  v.  14. 
14.     BomiL  38.  umS\, 

(7)  5^#w  reafons  for  tbt 
praQict  of  virtui-^Thns  Maf- 
iillon  perfuades  to  a  life  of 
piety,  thoagh  accompanied 
with  many  difguilfol/  cir- 
cumftancea,  '•  tSch  the  Jews 
took  up  ftonu  to  fiom  him* 
John  X.  3 1.  Thcic  were  the 
retains  of  gratitude,  which 
Je(u8  Chrift  received  of  men  j 
thefe  the  confolations,  with 
which  heaven  permitted  him 
to  be  exercifed  in  the  painful 
courfe  of  his  miniflry.  Ac 
one  time,  they  treated  him  as 
a  Saniaritan,  as  one  that  had 
a  devil ;  at  another,  tbef  took 
utftoms  toftono^him  :  and  thus 
the  Ton  of  God  paiTed  the 
whole  time  of  his  life,  al- 
ways  cxpofed  to  the  moft  ob- 
fiinate  contradictions,  meet- 
ing with  almoft  none  but 
fuch  as  were  infenfible  of  bis 
benefits,  and  rebellious 
aeainft  his  preaching,  and 
all  this  withont  Im  letting 


fall  the  leaft  fign  of  impa- 
tience, or  the^kaft  cosei- 
plaint. 

Bat  moft  I  add  ?  we,  my 
brethren !  we  his  members 
and  difciples,  alas!  the 
fmalleft  difgufts,  the  leaft 
oppofitions  we  meet  with  in 
the  pradice  of  piety  offend 
our  delicacy!  Nothing  is  to 
be  heard  but  complaining; 
and  murmuring,  when  we 
ceafe  to  tafte  thofe  pleafing 
attradlions,  which  render 
duty  delight.  Tofled  and 
diftreifed,  we  are  almoft 
tempted  to  abandon  God. 
and  return  to  the  world  as  to 
a  gentler,  and  more  conve- 
nient mafter;  in  ihortr  we 
would  have  nothing  bnt  0(»n«^ 
forts  and  pleafures  in  the 
fecvice  of  GodJ 

But  we  ought  to  abide  ia 
a  courfe  of  obedience,  though 
we  do  meet  with  difgufts : 
Becaufe,  i.  Difgufts  are  in- 
evitable in  this  life,  z.^Thofe 
of  piety  are  not  fo  bitter  as 
we  imagine.  3.  They  are 
lefs  than  thoie  of  the  ^cwr/i/. 
And 
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XX. 
Remark  thx  good  and  bad  iv  Expiycssiovs 

AND  ACTIONJ.    {8) 

This  tppkk  is  of  very  great  ufe  in  explaining 
the  hiftories  recorded  in  titfi  gofpel,  where  you 
will  frequently  find  adions  and  words,  which  may 
be  ciadled^9i^/}'becaufe,  in  general,  they  proceed 
from  Come  good  principles,  and,  in  particular, 
they  have  a  ^od  deal  of  weaknefs  and  infirmity 

in 


Aod  ]aftly»  let  them  be  as 
great  as  they  in  ay,  pious 
people  have  refiurceSf  which 
worldlings  have  not."  Maffl 
Carfwu,  ttm.  iv.  four  kmecredi 
it  la /em.  de  faffion. 

This  beautiful  topick  is 
exemplified  every  day  by 
fuch  divines  as  bend  their 
attention  to  prove  the  tea/on- 
ablenefi  of  chriftianity— the 
reaibnablenefs  of  observing 
%fAbbath — the  fitnefs  of  mo- 
ralitj  to  the  felicity  of  zftate 
—a  family^'d^  per/ony  &C.— 
the  agreement  Of  relighui  and 
eitnl  liberty,  &c.  &c. 

(8)  R/mark  the  good  and 
tad  in  exfrejjions  and  anions. 
Our  author  confines  his  pu- 
pil to  anions  and  expr^ffions  : 
Dut*  fbn^e  improve  his  rule 
into  obfervations  on  fingle 
nvordjy  fingle  fetters  ^  and 
faints.  I  think  they  have 
jiot  fpecificatcd  the  impor- 
tant meanings  of  thofe  va- 
rious dots,  flourifhes,  flips, 
ice.  thofe  lufu urn  liter ariorum 
€odicttm      ma^ufcriptorui^' 


thofe  fprays  of  the  pen,  may 
I  call  them?  which  manu- 
fcripts  more  or  lefs  contain. 
The  Jewifli  Rabbies  affirm, 
'*  non  eft  in  lege  vel  up'a 
Uteraj  a  qua  non  montes 
magni  dependcant/*  Many 
Chriftian  divines,  after  them, 
affirm,  "  ne  iota  qutdem,  aut 
apicem  in  fcripturis  fruftra 
exaratum,''  and*  they  call 
themfelves  viros  dohiJ!nue 
for  faying  fo.  Vid.  HakJ^ 
nii  Sjiloge*  Pbilolog,  Gen. 
xvii.  14. 

Where  fcholars  only  mean 
to  divert  themfelves  with  or- 
thographical wit,  and  for 
this  purpofe  play  tricks  with 
a  point,  genius  fparkles,  boys 
play  at  pufh-pin,  and  grave 
men  pais  by  and  fmile :  bu,t 
when  fuch  puerilities  are  fe« 
rioufly  propofed,  and  made 
grounds  of  faith  and  pra6lice, 
the  matter  becomes  very  con- 
fequential,  and  muft  be  fully 
examined.  We  have  in  feve- 
ral  places  curforily  obferved 
this  fttbjedl,  as  it  affedis  di- 
•    vinity* 
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in  them.  If  you  would  explain  Mat.  xvi.  22.  Tioi 
Peter  took  bim^  and  began  to  rebuke  bim^  fojing^  Be 
it  far  from  tbee^  Ijn%  this  Jball  not  be  nnto  tbee. 
You  iQay  obferve  what  there  is  good  and  what 
bad  in  this  expreflion  of  S.  Peter,  i.  You  fee 
herein  his  love  to  his  mailer;  for  his  not  being 
able  to  bear  the  difcourfe  of  Jefus  Chrift  concern* 
ing  his  fufierings  at  Jerufalem  could  only  proceed 
from  his  ardent  afF^ion  to  him.  2.  Herein  ap- 
pears not  that  cold  and  lukewarm  regard^  which  - 

moft 


▼inity.  See  vol.  i.  p.  32, 53, 
85»  292,  293.  See  the  notes 
at  the  bottoms  of  thefe  pages. 
At  prefent  we  only  add  one 
example,  S.  P.  Q^R.  fienify 
the  fimatt  and  ibi  ptofle  if 
Rom.  No,  fays  a  Siby^ 
thefe  four  letters  contain  a 
prophecy,  that  the  Roman 
church  {hall  be  the  head  of 
all  other  churches ;  for  they 
fignify  Sernui  P^ftdum  ^uem 
lUdmifti* — They  mean,  lavs 
Bede,  that  the  Goths  will  be 
defeated  in  all  their  attempts 
to  take  the  city;  for  they 
ftand  for.  Stuhm  Fvbtdms 
^uarii  ^tf«r4»r— Proteftantt 
affirm,  that  the  letters  direft 
them  to  fttbvo't  popery. for 
the  publick  good,  Smhlat§ 
Vapa^  Slmttum  RefMumT-No 
fuch  thbg,  fay  the  papiils, 
Saliu  Papa  ^ii$  Roma.  I 
laid,  I  would  adduce  only 
one  example  here.  I  will 
keep  my  word :  but  I  ca/uld 

txemplify  this  futility  by 
lany  a  theological  trifle,  po« 
lemical,  prafiical,  and  hif- 
torical,  from  the  tau  of  the 


fathers  down  the  I.  H.  S.  of 
their  fens :  nor  would  it  be 
unjttft  in  this  caft  to  vifit  the 
fins  of  the  fathers  npon  their 
children.  Should  any  one 
think  proper  to  write  on  thia 
fubjedl,  he  could  not  siTe  hia 
book  a  properer.  title  than 
thisof  A.B.R.A.C.A.D. 
A.  B.  R.  A.  or,  if  this  be 
andfcriptural,  S.  H.  L  B.  B. 
O.  L.  £.  T.  H.  So  much  for 
the  good  and  bad  in  prnm^ 
acciuts^  kttirjt  ViijS^U  Urms 
in  theoloeical  matters* 

Rimari  tbigood  and hm4 im 
ixpr^OHs.  That  is  to  fav, 
ftudy  the  /Mta  exprefled, 
and  diftingttim  the  proper- 
ties of  its  component  parts. 
The  Sapinaia  joco-ftria  nms 
all  on  this  topick,  and  ool. 
le6U>rs  of  it  may  fumifli  di- 
vines with  many  fober  argn- 
ments.— "  It  is  lexcellent  to 
hare  an  MMijr;  for  his  vigi- 
lance makes  us  cantioas. 
Plutanb'  It  u  more  fafe  to 
hear  a  barbarian  than  an 
orator;  for  orators  can  dif- 
guife  by  adding,  fubtraaing. 
ex- 
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mod  men  have  for  one  another,  but  a  moft  Bvely 
afie^on,  interefting  him  for  his  mafter,  an  aSfec- 
tion  full  of  tendemeis,  which  c«uld  not  even  bear 

*  to  hear  a  word,  or  entertain  a  thought  a|;K)Ut  the 
death  of  Jefus  Chrift.  3.  You  may  obferve  an 
bcn^  freedom^  which  put  him  upon  freely  ad- 
drefling  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  ufing  that  familiar 
accefs,  which  his  condefcenfion  allowed  his  difci* 
pies,  without  a  mixture  of  mean  and  defpicable 
timidity.  4.  You  fee,  in  Bne,  a  ftrong  faith  in  his 
mailer's  power,  as  by  addrefiing  him  he  feems  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  depended  only  on  himfelf  to  fuffcr 
or  not  to  fufFer.   Lordy  be  it  far  from  tbee^  tbisjhall 

'  not  be  unto  thee.  (9)  Now,  all  thefe  are  good  dill 
poiitions.  Here  follow  the  bad  ones.  i.  Peter  dif- 
covers  grofs  ignorance  of  xhc  ways  of  divine  wifdom 

in 


extennatingy  amplifying^  and 
c^  make  bi^ck  appear  white. 
JoaH,  Pic,  Mirand.-^FUatiYj 
u  a  fijie  art }  for  it  conpili- 
afcs  friends  and  enen^es^  and 
be,  wlio  knows  not  how  to 
Batter,  knows  not  how'  to 
capnverie.  Stifban  GameKO'^ 
FtUj  is  preferable  to  wif. 
dom;  for  a  fool  is  neither 
piagned  with  the  qiieftions 
of  TriendSf  nor  the  envy  of 
enemies.  Era/m.-^lt  is  glo- 
rioas  to  be  en*uUdi  for  yir- 
tue  excites  envyt  and  envy 
increafeth  virtue.  Ca/pir 
J)omaviuj'^''CaJp.  Domav* 
J^mf hit  heat,  Saf  ten,  ygc&^Jeri^, 
tarn,  iu 

Ruth.  i.  15.  Return  my 
daugbtif  to  jour  |A^/.  Do  y  oi) 
Icnow  what  it  will  coft  yon  t0 
become  a  profelyte  to  my  re* 
li^ion?— 1  King?  xix,    20. 


Go  bacif  and  ki/s  your  father 
and  mother ;  for  what  lave  I 
done  to  jou  f  Have  I,  by  call* 
ing  you  to  be  a  prophet, 
weakened  your  obfigationt 
to  fodal  duties? — Aa  xvi. 
27,  28.  The  Jailornuould have 
killed  bim/elf:  but  Vaul  cried. 
Do  tbyfelf  no  barm.  Believe 
the  gofpe),  and  profefa  it; 
you  may  be  put  to  death  for 
your  profefiion :  but  the  guilt 
and  damage  of  fuicide  do  not 
enter  into  the  cafe  of  a  mar- 
tyr,—See  Mat.  xvi.  24,  J 5, 
26,  .27.  John  xxi.  23.  Luke 
XX.  22,  &c.  X.  20.  ix.  50, 
Uq.    Johnxiii.  I3>  &c. 

(9)  Be  it  far  from  thee! 
Spare  tbyfelf,  Profdtius  tibi. 
fubaud.  fo  deut,  locntio  He« 
brseis  familiarls.  Ne  malum 
id  eveniat  avfrtat  D:w,  Id* 
abitt  a  te  Domine ;  fic  allquo- 
tics 
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in  fending  Jdus  Chrift  into  the  world ;  for  he 
docs  not  kcra  yet  to  know,  thju:  Jefu«  Chrift  muft 
needs  fufier,  and  with  this  ignorance  the  Lord  it* 
proacl^yes  him  in  the  next  v^fe.  fboufawureft  (i) 


Mf 


ties   a&irpant    |xx*    isterp. 
Vide  Gen.  xliii.  2j.    1as»( 

tf^LtV  fJU/t  pf£u^^i   0  ^%^  VlJMVf 

fjit.    %  Sam.  x»ii.'f7.  IA£«k 
)  Chroa.  3^1.  19.  lAt»(  (Mi  • 

^iat  TV  nrotmA  to  fnfJLA  TK70* 

(1)  Sa'vourefi  t^fovtiv  tact* 
7/P(Ky  pro  rftM  idifu9 /entire  eft  - 
pbrsfis  frequeni.  apnd  graeoos 
fcriptore«.  Vid.  Rom.  yiii.  5; 
'  ^pov6fft»f  we  render  it  to  miad. 
To  mint!  is  an  old  Englifh 
verb,  fignifyint  to  markr-r* 
to  put  in  mind-^to  regard 
with  offtBion,  Hence  the  old 
pbrafe  a  montVs  mini  for  a 
nHbenunt  defirt,  -Fifher,  Bp. 
of  Rochefter,  preached  the 
faneral  fernion  of  Lady  Mar- 
garet, Mother  of  Hen.  .VI I, 
**  at  the  moneth  minde  0^"  the 
faid  Lady.  Baker  of  S. 
john*s  republifhed  this  fer« 
mon  in  1708,  with  a  very 
large  preface,  and  in  his  own 
book  of  this  edition,  lent  me 
by  my  moil  worthy  friend, 
the  prefent  reverend  orator 
of  the  univerfity  of  Camr 
bridge,  he  has  entered  with 
his  own  hand  many  marginal . 
notes,  and,  among  the  reft, 
he  has  written  oppofite  to 
the  title-page  •*  month's  mind 
for  the  fVLO  Dukes  of  Suffolk, 
See  Strjpe*s  EccUf.  Memorials^ 
<i>eL  ii.  page  281."  Baker's 
affe^aion  for  Fiflier  arofc  from 


what  he  im^ghied  a  fiimlari- 
ty  of  circumilances.  Fi(hef 
refufed  the  oath  of  fnpre* 
macy,  and  loft  his  life.  Baker 
was  a  nonjaror,  and  loil  his 
fellowihip.  The  prefent  Rev. 
Dr.  God^ard,  oiafter  of 
Clare-hall^  who  knew  hi 01 
lyell,  told  me,  that  Baker 
refiifed  the  oath  required  to 
be  taken  at  the  revolution : 
bat  was  winked  at,  and  en* 
joyed  his  fellowship  till  the 
acceffion  of  the  prefent  roy.'.! 
family,  when  he  was  ejected, 
Theii  the  famous  Mat.  Prior 
gave  him  the  promts  of  his 
fellowlhip*  which  he  did 
not  want  for  himfelf,  on 
which  Baker  fabMcd  in  col? 


lege  till  his  de^th. 

Tboufanjoureji  n§i  tbi  tbim^ 
that  he  of  God.    Our  blefled 


Lord  was  entirely  mafter  of 
his  fobjefty  and  he  had  a 
right  to  deliver  his  fentimenti 
concerning  it :  but  there  are 
a  thoufand  cafes,  which  fall 
under  the  notice  ofmiidfters, 
in  treating  which  they  may 
diftinguifli  fads,  and  affirm, 
this  is  a  good  adion,  that  is 
a  bad  one :  but  they  cannot 
proceed  farther,  and  affign 
the  hidden  motives  of  tne 
heart  in  the^  adions,  for 
they  are  known  to  God  alone. 
In  cafes  where  the  motives  of 
the  heart  are  .rendered  pretty 
clear 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    2o^    ) 

nat  the  things^  which  are  of  God:  hut  thofe^  which 
are  of  men.     2.  His  love  to  his  maffler  had  feme-' 

•  thing 


dear  by  a£lions>  prudence 
may  fometimcsrequire  iiknCe. 
For  example. 

I.  In  chufcb^hiftory^  which 
it  becomea  a  divine  to  (lady, 
fa^s  are  clear,  and  n»ke  a 
groand  of  reafbning:  al« 
though  motives  be  pa!aed  by. 
AU  tbroagh  the  reign  of  £d-. 
ward  VI.  liberty  of  con  fciencc 
was  granted  to  foreigners. 
<*  Ad  vos,  cea  ad  afylum  et 
portajn  tatiffimoaii  fub  fanc^^ 
tiffimi  regis  alas,  conflue- 
bant  German!,  Galli,  Hif- 
paai,  Itali,  Poloni,  Scoti,  ut 
lUic  Deo  fuo  in  fidei  libertate- 
fervirenc,  quam  ipfis  patria: 
ingrata  negabat.''  Gualteri 
frttfat.  in  i.  fp^  D.  Fault  ad 
Cart/lib, 

The  Dutch  had  the  church 
of  Andin  Friars  ailigned 
them,  and  John  a  Laico  was 
their  xniniiler.  Saxons,  and 
other  High  Germans  had  the 
fame  liberty,  and  fo  had  the 
Italisns^  who  had  Bernar- 
dine,  and  Michael  Angelo 
Fiorio  for  minifters.  Vale- 
rand  us  Pollanas  was  pallor  of 
a  Waliodn  congregation  at 
Glsftonbury.  I*rench  pro*' 
teftaats,  and  Spaniards  had 
the  fame  freedom.  There 
were  alfo  French  and  Wal- 
loon churches  at  Canterbury, 
Sandwich,  Norwich,  Col- 
cheter, ice.  They  preached 
their  own  doftrincs,  perform- 
ed their  own  rites,  and  prac« 

Vol.  II. 


tifed  their  own  difcipline. 
Latimer  pleaded  their  caufe 
in  his  ferroons.  Cranmer 
procured  orders  of  council 
for  them.  And  the  crowa 
not  only  tolerated  them  in 
England  :  but  a£tually  pen* 
fioned  feme  of  their  great 
men  abroad.  John  Sleidan 
had  200  crowns  a  year,  and 
Jttftus  Jonas  had  a  ilmilar 
penfion.  Queen  Elizabeth's 
protection  of  all  forts  of  re- 
fugees rendered  her  fo  odious 
to  the  pope,  that  he  affigns 
this  in  the  bull  of  her  ex^ 
commu&ication  as  one  reaibn 
iot  his  cenfure.  It  was  the 
practice  of  the  Englafh  courts 
daring  her  majcfty's  long- 
reign,  not  only  to  allow  li- 
bdrty  of  confcience  to  refu- 
gees in  England :  but  even 
to  aftbrd  powerful  aids  to 
fuch  as  were  perfecuted  for 
religion  abroad,  and  who,  in 
their  native  countries  had 
taken  up  arms  againfl  their 
own  fovereigns  for  the  de- 
fence.of  their  religfious  liber- 
ties* Witnefs  France  and 
Hoi  land.  In  later  times,  the 
Britiih  court  has  fhewn  itfelf 
of  the  nioft  .tolerant  difpoii- 
tion,  England  as  well  as 
Holland  and  Pruffia  pubiifhed 
invitations  to  refugees,  and 
a£ts  of  naturalization.  Her 
majeftyC^Ann  gave  1 2000 1. 
to  the  relief  ai  French  refu- 
gees in  1705.  The  Protef- 
D  d  tant 
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dung  merely  human  and  camd  iii  it»  fince  he 
only  conlidqred  the  prefenration  of  his  temporal 
life»  and  concerned  hunfelf  only  about  his  body^ 

inftead 


tant  Palatines  tafted  of  the 
iame  bounty  in  170a.  All 
the  tiation  relieved  tneif  ne<- 
eeffitiet,  and  the  bifliopf, 
agreeably  tt>  their  orders  and 
their  intereft»  forwarded  the 
brieft.  and  exdted  the  cha- 
rity of  all  the  kingdom. 
Here,  tben»  is  one  fad. 

But,  lo!  here  follows  ano- 
ther equally  true.  This  fame 
England,  {o  liberal  to  fo- 
rrignerst  refnieth  the  fame 
liberty  to  natives.  Cranmer 
compliments  Calvin  at  Ge- 
neva, and  boms  Ann  Aflcewe 
In  England.  Q^  Elizabeth 
aiEfts  French  proceftants,  and 
periecntes  En^lifli  puritans 
of  the  fame  religion  at  home. 
Our  moft  gracious  queen  al- 
lows a  part  of  her  bounty  to 
French  pre(byterian  mailers 
for  training  French  children 
in  prefbyterian  principles ; 
and  at  the  iame  time  com- 
mands Englifli  prefbyterians 
to  put  theur  children  to  epif* 
copal  fchoolmafters  to  be 
tanght  hierarchical  prind* 
pies.  Comical  exhibition! 
Foreigners  failing  to  Eng^ 
land  mr  relia^ious  liberty,  ana 
hailing  in  their  pafla^e  Bri- 
tifli  veflels  freighted  with 
Enelifli  men,  women,  and 
chndren»  bearing  away  for 
America  in  fearch  of  the 
fame  bleffing  1  Here  is  a  fe* 
cond  fa£U 


A  third  follows.  Jbhs  a 
Lafoo  endeavoured  to  move 
the  proteQor  to  grant  a  for* 
tlement  in  England  to  io^ 
reimers  by  ^*  argnmeau  as 
well  taken  ftom  P§It<j  as 
charity,  namely  that  herdiy 
a  tr^  and  a  eaiafiil  mana* 
fafture  woaldw  introdnoed 
into  England.*'  (^trype  mem. 
Cranmer.)  The  natoralifo- 
tion  aA,  April  5,  1709,  be. 
gins  by  afierting  that  the 
/MiMT  and  wisbh  of  a  natioa 
are  iacreafed  by  an  incmfe 
of  fubjeds.  The  placart  of 
the  ftates  of  Holland  and 
Weft  Friefland  begins  by  de- 
claring  that  the  grmmitwr  and 
fffterity  of  a  country  ^ene>-> 
rally  confifts  in  the  mnlutode 
of  iu  inhabitanCB,  that  foreign 
refu|^s  had  contributed  to 
the  increafe  of  tr^dit  mamt- 
fmawru^  and  fmhlUk  v^taUbz 
Tnly  i8, 1709.  The  edift  of 
his  Prufiian  majefty,  dated 
May  13,  1709»  hinU  more 
covertly  the  (kme  fnbjed. 
This  is  a  third  fad. 

Now  what  ihadl  we  do 
with  theft  fads?  Shall  we» 
with  fome  divines,  take  mtXy 
thefirfi,  and  fet  out  full  07, 
Kings*  Queens*  Biihopsand 
Burgomafters/raMsr /^  thingt 
•fGU!  King  Edward  was  a 
Z9dhi  impe!  Qgeene^  Elisa* 
beta's  majeilies  highnefle 
was  a^'ivw/  tfj^gii  The  moft 
high 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  "I  ) 

inftead  of  elevating  his  mind  to  that  fuperior  |Ioiy 
of  Jefus  Chrift)  which  ^vas  to  follow  his  fuffenngs. 


or 


Iiigh  and  mighty  princes  of 
the  arbitrary  houfe  of  dtuart 
were  by  the  grace  of  God 
mo^  dread  rally  gracious  de- 
fenders of  theytfi/i^,  nurfing- 
father,  and  nurfing-mothers 
of  the  church  of  Gotli  -  -  - 
Softly  over  the  ftones.  I 
hate  to  be  galled.  I  faid  di-, 
▼inet  had  done  this :  but 
why  (hoald  they  alone  bear 
the  blame?  Authors  of  all 
ibrts,  in  thofe  days,  fwept 
all  their  fabjeAs  and  d  an<» 
fed  them  from  Antihierarchi- 
cal  notions,  and  gamiihe^ 
their  title  pages,  addrefles 
and  dedications,  with  theo- 
lo|^lcal  pofitions,  that  the 
rexenmg  prince  was  '*  by 
divine  providence  a  powerful 
prote^r  of  the  faitbf  and 
undoobted  religion  of  the 
Meffimb^  moft  comfortable 
noHing  parent  of  the  Krael 
of  Gm^  m  the  Britilh  ifles." 
Their  works  were  printed 
€Mmpri'oiltgiot  remember !  See 
N^TiMt  Speculum, 

Shall  we  take  the  fecond 
faA  alone,  and  affirm  with 
infidels,  princes  and  priefis 
are  all  politicians :  bifliops 
are  atheifb  in  judgment,  and 
ipaniels  in  practice:  No 
pried  evtr  favourid  tbr things 
4>f  GedT  God  forbid! 

The  moft  juft  and  equal 
uie  of  thefe  three  fadls  is 
this.  Put  all  the  three  into 
ope  f^ale,  i^nd  fit  down  coolly. 


and  weieh  fome  other  fafta 
againft  tnem.  It  is  the  oiriy 
method  of  finding  out  the 
real  value  of  them,  a$  for 
example. 

Here  is  one.  Some  fo* 
reign  divines  have  fpoken  in 
the  higheft  terms  of  En^lifli 
bifliops,  anglican  religiooa 
liberty  and  chorch-polity. 
Gualter  at  Zaich  called 
Cranmer,  on  account- of  hia 
attachment  to  «t,  the  mmsr^ 
t0l  glory  ofRugUuul.  Probablf 
Ann  Aikswt,  and  the  Bap- 
tifts  thought,  a  litde  motu^ 
would  purchafe  a  deal  of 
praife  from  (bme  men.  Who 
that  deferved  praife  at  home* 
would  think  himfelf  oblieed 
to  import  it  from  abroad? 

Here  is  a  fecond  fad.  The 
clergy  at  home,  warm  frienda 
to  one  kind  of  impated  right- 
eonfnefs,  have  had  the  con«v 
fcience  to  place  all  (he  tole^ 
rant  adlions  of  the  civil 
powers  to  the  account  of 
epifcopacy.  One  dying  archo 
bilhop  of  Canterbory,  (on 
whoie  (bul  Jefa  have  mercv !} 
faid,  and  another  faid  aner 
him,  "  The  Cbwrcb  of  Eng- 
land  hath  bgeen  a  flielter  to 
other  neighbouring  churches^ 
when  a  ftorm  hath  driven 
upon  them."  Had  1  a  witch  of 
Endor  at  hand,  I  wonld  give 
her  a  trifle  to  relate  the  faU 
Iptwi^g  true  tale  to  the  Mm^ 
t9verid  witb  a  mantU*  There 

Dd  9  waa 
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or  confidering  the  great  work  of  man's  falvation> 
to  perform  which  he  came  into  the  world.    3.  You 

may 


was  at  Canterbury  in  16979  a 
church  of  French  protcftants 
of  the  prefbyterian  denomi- 
nation.    In  this  church  there 
were  a  Stephen  d\x  Thoy,  a 
Claude  Rondeau,    a  Dodlor 
Simon,    and     fevcral    other 
members,  who  adopteS  Soci- 
nian  principles,  and,  to  avoid 
excommunication,   '     which 
their  fynod  threatened,  pro- 
fefled  themfelves  members  of 
the  epifcopal  church  of  Eng- 
land, and  received  the  facra- 
ment  in  their  parifh  churches, 
i'hc   Reverend  James  Ron- 
deau, '  and    Mr.    Souverain 
fnbfcribcd   and    took  oaths, 
ahd   were  beneficed  in    the 
church  by  his  grace  of  Can- 
terbury.      Being    ofF    their 
guard,   and   declaring,  they 
Sgned    confeflions    of   faith 
only  as  articles  of  peace,  and* 
that  they  did  not  underftand 
them,  fome  of  their  quondam 
friends  of  the  fynod    along 
with   fbmc  epifcopal    clergy 
prepared   the  fpiritual   artil- 
lery of  the    church   again  ft 
them.     Finding  out  tjiat  the 
Archbifliop  only  waited  for 
an   opportunity    to    ccnfure 
them,  they   appeared  before 
the  civil  magiftrates  at  Can- 
terbury oh    Sept.  9,    1697, 
and   renouncing    epifcopacy 
declared    themfelves    diffen. 
ters,  and  took  refuge  under 
ihe  aft  of  toleration.     The 
next  day  the  Rcrcrcnd  James 


Rondeau  ppened  a  npncon- 
formift  meeting  by  preaching 
from  Gen.  xxviii.  17.  fhis  is 
none  other  hut  tht  bcu/e  ofGoJ^ 
and  this  is  thf  gatf  of  hea^venl 
I  a(k,  who  fheltered  thefc 
foreigners  from  penal  Jaws 
for  con fcience- fake,  the  epif- 
copal churchy  or  the  fiatct 
Speak  yty  that  Jit  in  judgment. 
Ye  deli'vered  us  from  the  noife 
of  archers  ^  and  ive  rehear  ft 
YOUR  righteous  aSs  to/awards 
the  inhabitants  of  the  njillages 
of  IfraeL  Yes,  our  hearts 
eire  towards  QV%  civil  go- 
vernors !  Lettres  W  Man. 
fur  un  fchifme  a  Canterbury, 
Bounty  of  the  S^eeu  to  the  Pa  • 
latincsy  printed  1709. 

Here    is     a    third     faft. 
Greatly  as  wc  celebrate  our 
own  fame  for  po/Tefllng  the 
moft  tolerant  dilpofitions,  and 
for  being  thp  beft  conflituted 
church  in  the  world,  all  fo- 
reigners do  not  think  with 
us.     The  marquis  dc  Bougy, 
a  French  refugee,    procared 
comparifons    of    the    privi- 
leges'   granted     by    Fruflia, 
Hollandy    and    England,    in 
order  to  determine  the  flight 
of  exiles.      Mr.  Claude  was 
confulted  on  this  head  con- 
cerning a  fettlement  in  Ca- 
rolina, or  in  fome  of  the  co- 
lonies, under  the  protediion 
of  his   Britannick    majcfty ; 
and   he  was    alfo    confulted 
concerning      the      epifcopal 
lfe;it- 
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may  ^Vo  reoiark  a  troublefome  and  criminal  hid* 
nefs.  He.  means  to  be  wifer  than  Jefus  Chrift.  Peter 
took  him  (2)  fays  the  evangelift,  and  began  to  rebfih 
him  J  f(9ying^  Be  it  far  from  jhee.  Ralh  attempt! 
as  if  Peter  were  called  into  the  counfel  of  God 
and  Jefus  Chrift  his  fon-to  give  his  opinion  con- 
cerning this  grand  affair.  4.  It  even  feems  as  if 
Peter,  hearing  Chrift  fpeak  of  his  fufi^ring$,  ima-. 
gined,  this  difcourfe  proceeded  only  fi-om  hi5  fear 
of  death,  and  from  a  mean  timidity ;  for  hp  aims 
to  encourage  and  comfort  him  as  we  do  perfons 
who&  fears  exceed  the  bounds  of  reafon.   Lord! 

fays 


treatment  of  Eoglifli  noncon- 
formiils,  which,  he  exceed- 
ingly difapproyed.  On  ali, 
thcfb  ankles  foreigners  fpoke 
freely.  See  Ltttres  de  Mon/l 
CAaudey  torn,  v,  DiJprU  cu-r 
rieufe  fur  tiaturalifations. 

I  muil  not  add  more  fa^, 
much  lefs  may  I  prefume  to 
fay,  who  savours  pe^wrr^r' 
who  favours  miab^--— vvho  fa- 
vours the  temporal  tnin-^s  of 
God — and  who  the /pit  it  and 
genius  of  his  gofpel ;  but  I 
may  affirm,  young  min.ilers 
will  find  good  and  bad  f  ^dts 
in  church-hiftory,  and  they 
fhoold  weigh  all  before 
they  pronounce  jhc  worth 
of  any. 

(2)  Took  him.  Took  him 
€i/tde  fay  fome ;  took  him  fy 
the  band  fay  others.  He  em- 
braced  him  fays  Grotius,  This 
Jail  fecms  well  to  agree  with 
the  plaae ;  and  the  fame 
word  fo  rendered  Philem.-I7. 
lyould ,  a,  tlv  exprcfs  the 
fipoftle-s  meaning. 


(3)  Example  of  difcvjjittg 
the  good  and  had  in  msords  and 
anient.  On  this  runs  Mr. 
Saurin's  fermon  on  tranfient 
di'uoticn^.  From  Hof  vU  4. 
What  Jhall  /  V«  H  tbte . 
Ephraim ?  cwbat  j^all  I  do  ta' 
thii  Judab?  for  your  gopdnefs 
is  as  a  morning  cloudy  and  at 
the  earty  dena  it  goetb  atufajm 
*•  This  tranfient  devotion, 
of  which  the  text  fpeaks,  is 
not  hyporrijy,  Hypocrify  ^an^ 
not  fufpend  for  a  fingle  mo- 
ment the  Arokes  of  divine 
juftice:  yea  it  is  lefs  I'kely 
to  extinguifh  the  ^tq  of  di- 
vine anger  than  to  inflame  it, 
G*  d  does  not  ufe  this  tender 
language  to  hypocrites,  fwbai 
Jh.al  I  dq  to  thee  Ephraim'^ 
but  on  the  contrary,  nvo  he  f 
you  hypocrites. 

Nor  is  it  the  feeble  piety 
of  a  tottering  Chriftian, 
However  imperfeft  his  piety 
maybe,  it  is,  however,  real; 
and  it  would  be  too  fevere  to 
fay  of  tins  piety,  it  is  like 
the 
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fays  he,  be  itfarfrim  ibeiy  tbisJbaU  not  he  to  tbee^ 
as  if  he  had  ^id  to  him.  Do  not  affliA  yourfelf, 
your  apprehcnfions  of  death  are  groutidlefs,  no« 
thing  of  this  is  like  to  happen  to  you.  (3) 

XXL 


ttiiorfy  denv  tmd g^nh mvtun 
*  •  -  but  it  ii  between  thele 
two  difpofitions*  It  doei  not 
^  fo  far  u  the  latter :  but 
It  goes  farther  than  the  fbr- 
xnen  It  is  fincere,  fo  it  is 
£iperior  to  bypocrii^;  but 
it  is  fruitlefs,  jMid  fo  it  is  in« 
ferior  even  to  weak  piety. 
It  is  fuificient  to  difcover  fin ; 
but  not  to  correA  it.  It  can 
promiie  fincerely :  but  it  does 
not  jperform.  It  weeps  :  but 
it  doth  not  break  off  bad 
babits.  It  is  a  certain  reli- 
gion of  times,  circumftances, 
4^c  and  owes  its  birth  frci- 
quently  to  publick  calami- 
ties, to  folemn  fafts  or  fefli- 
irals,  or  to  the  approach  of 
death;  but  it  frequently  va- 
niflies  with  the  caufes,  which 
jn-odnced  it,  &c.  &c.  All  the 
images,  which  the  Lord  • 
ufeth  in  the  fcriptures  to 
make  himfelf  known  to  us, 
thofe,  which  are  taken  from 
our  infirmities,  our  paffions, , 
our  love,  and  our  hatred,  are 
too  imperfedl  to  reprefent  a 
God  too  far  elevated  above 
men  to  be  reprefented  by  any 
thing  human.  Yet  all  thefe 
images  have  a  reality,  which 
agrees  to  the  fapreme  being 
in  an  eminent  manner,  in  a 
manner  proportioned  to  his 
dignity.  God  reprefents 
himfelf  here  as  a  prince,  who 


bad  formed  a  dole  oonne^Uon 
with  one  of  his  fubjefb. 
This  fubjed  appears  fen^ble 
of  the  honour  done  him.  The 
prince  fignalizes  his  efteem 
by  a  profuiion  of  benefits. 
The  fubjea  abufes  them. 
The  prince  reproaches  him. 
He  IS  hardened*  To  re- 
proaches have  been  added 
threatnings,  threatnin^s  have 
been  followed  by  fnfpenfion 
of  favours.  The  fubjed  is 
touched,  affe^led,  reanimated; 
The  prince  receives  the  pe- 
nitent with  open  arms,  and 
crowns  his  return  with  re- 
doubled ads  of  kindnefs. 
The  ungrateful  fubjed  abufes 
them  again.  The  prince 
again  reproaches  him,  again 
threatens  him,  and  fafpends 
again  the  tfk&A  of  his  love. 
To  remove  the  fame  miiery 
the  fubjed  ufes  the  fame 
means,  and  avails  himfelf  of 
the  liberty  of  returning, 
which  the  goodnefs  of  bis 
prince  allows  him,  and  again 
he  returns.  The  prince  yet 
pities  and  again  pardons  his 
relenting  ingrate:  but  this 
perfidious  foojed,  flighting 
the  tendemefs  of  his  mailer» 
falls  fb  often  into  this  tin- 
gratefal  behaviour,  that  the 
prince  becomes  a  prey  to  a 
thoufand  oppqfite  thouebts, 
he  feels  himfelf  divided  be;«> 
•  tvc« 
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XXI. 

Suppose  things.'    . 

This  topick  is  principally  ufeful  in  control 
vcrfy,  (4)  For  example.  When  you  are  fpeak'* 
ing  of  the  merit  of  good  works,  you  may  take 

this 


tween  the  fear  of  rewarding 
.  ingmuade,  and  puniflunp 
fidelity.  This  im^  it  moS 
certainl/  infinitely  beneath 
God»  however  it  is  that 
image,  which  he  hathchofen 
to  employ.  If^Hfot  Aaii  I  d» 
f  ibu  Epbraimf    Ephraim, 

indah,  why  do  ye  rend  my 
eart  alternately  by  your 
Ticea  and  Tirtues  ?  Why  do 
ve  not  fuffer  me  either  whol* 
ly  to  give  myfelf  to  you,  or 
wholly  to  detach  ^y  aflFec« 
tiont  from  you  ?  why  do  ye 
not  let  me  give  a  free  coam 
either  to  my  juftice  or  love  ? 
Either  let  me  glorify  myielf 
by  yonr  return,  or  by  your 
rain  ?  Your  devotions  tie  my 
hands,  your  crimes  inflame 
my  wrath.  Shall  I  deftroy 
a  people,  who  have  recourie 
to  my  clemency  ?  Shall  I  pre- 
ferve  a  people,  who  violate 
my  laws  ?  What  JbM  I  d9  /« 
ibti  EfhraimF  What  ftfaU  I 
do  f  tbti  Judab  f  fir  tbygioi' 
m/s  it  4U  €L  m$inttng''ckmd9.and 
iike  tbt  early  drw  it  gatb 
a<wM^»'*  Sam'*  frr,  tma^  ii. 
Jitr  ki  de*09ii$ns  paffageres, 

(4)  S9pp$fiti§ut  mn  priwcif 
faify  ufifiU  in  comrovtrfy.  No- 
thing   elucidates   a  fubjcA 


more  than  this  manner  of 
difcttffinj;  it:  but  then  the 
fuppofiuona  mnft  not  be  fan- 
ciful;  but  well  grounded. 
I  will  give  examples  of 
both. 

A  certain  writer  publiihed 
in  1664  a  pamphlet  entitled 
Tifi  ^tmkers  mmajhdt  and  ap- 
plied to  the  people  fo  called* 
I  Sam.  xiv.  1$.  thus  tranf« 
lated,  jitui  tiers  nvas  tret^bUng,, 
or  ^AiLivoiutbe  boft^  in 
tbefieUf  and  ametig  tbe  peetle  r 
tbe  garrifons  and  tbe  ffeyiersp 
ebej  al/o  trembled,  and  tbe  earth 
<^akib;  fo  it  vjas  a  ntery 
greai  tremblings  er  qvaking* 
Now,  how  could  thefe  words 
operate  againft  the  Engliih 
people,  culed  quakers,  un« 
lefs  we  foffoft  that  the  Phi- 
liftine  army  in  the  text  were 
religious  quakers,  and 
that  the  Engliih  protec- 
tants ib  nick-named  were, 
like  the  philifiine  qaakers» 
doomed  to  be  deftroyed  by 
any  Saul,  or  Jonathan,  who 
ihould  take  it  into  his  head 
to  kill  them? 

This  furious  writer  afiirm* 

ed,  that  the  Engliih  quakere 

vfere   tbe  J^awne    ef  Romijh 

fiogtf  Jefuitei^  and  franci/eam 

fryers. 
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this  wayW  fuppofition,  and  fay,  Let  us  fuppoftr, 
that  Jcfus  Chrift  and  his  tipoftles  held  the  doftrines 
of  the  church  of  Raoac,  and  that  they  believed, 
men  merited  eternal  life  by  their  good  works  :  let 
tis  fuppofc,  that  they  intended  to  teach  us  this  doc- 
trine in  the'  gofpels  and  epiftles,  tell  me,  I  befeech 
you,  if  upon  this  fuppofition  (which  is  precifely 
'  what  our  adverfaries  pretend.)  they  ought  to  have 
affirmed  what  they  have.  Tell  me,  pray,  do  you 
believe  yowrfelf  well  and  fufficicntly  inftrufted 
in  the  doArine  of  the  merit  of  good  works, 
■when  you  arc  told,  when  ycu  have  done  alt  tbefe 

things^ 


fryert*  No,  replied  Johii 
Audlandy  one  of  the  injured 
friends,  <*  we  came  to  Briflol 
from  the  mrtb^  we  were  born 
in  WeilmoreUnd,  and  have 
never  been  out  of  England." 
O,  rejoined  their  oppofer, 
**  your  coming  out  of  tbt 
mrth  is  a  flirewd  argument 
of  your  badnefs*  The  Latip 
proverb  faith»  Omne  malum 
ab  Aquilontt  and  the  Englifll 
adagy  is»  All  evil  comes  from 
thi  norths  and  the  fcriptnre 
informs  us  Jer.  i.  14.  Out  of 
the  north  an  evil  Jhall  break 
forth^vt,  6.  i  «w/7/  bring  enjil 
out  tf  tb^  nortb—'VU  1.  Evil 
apptareth  out  of  the  nortb-^ 
%z.  BtboU  a  pcoplt  comttb 
from  tbi  nortb*€OUMhy,y  As 
all  our  writer's  reafoning  on 
thefe  pattA^i  ft^pofis  the  pro- 
phet fpeaking  Of  tbt  north  of 
England »  Aodland  very  pro- 
perly, as  heexpreiTes  it,  *'  un- 
mafited  bim^  dittSed  bim^  and 
took  bim  with  a  lyb  in  bit 


mouth:'      ^aL  wnmaJkU  iy 
JVHL  Frynm  of  Swmii^icJt, 

Gen.  in.  15.  The  fted  of 
tbi  mmnan  Jbull  brutfo  thy 
hoady  and  thou  [the  ferpent] 
fl>i»h  bruifi  his  bed,  ''  If  we 
fnppoje  our  firft  parents  to 
underftand  thefc  words  lite* 
rally;  and  that  God  meant 
them  fo  to  be  underftood, 
this  paflage  mnft  appear  ab- 
folutely  ridiculous.  Do  but 
imagine  that  you  fee  God 
coming  to  judge  the  oFen^ 
dcrs ;  Adam  and  Eve  before 
him  in  the  utmofi  diftrefs  \  that 
you  hear  God  iniliding  painty 
and  fwrows,  and  mi/ery^  and 
death  upon  the  firft  of  human 
race;  and  that  in  the  raidft 
of  all  this  fcene  of  woe  and 
great  calamity,  yon  hear 
God  foretelling  with  g^at 
folemnity  a  very  trivial  acci- 
dent that  ihould  fometimes 
happen  in  the  world:  that 
ferpents  would  be  apt  to  bite 
jnea 
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things  J  we  are  unprofitable  fervants  ?  (5)  Again, 
when;  the  example  of  a  miferablc  publican  is  pro- 
pofed  to  you,  who  prays,  God  be  merciful  to  tne  a 
fmneTy  who  fmites  his  bread,  and  dares  not  lift 
his  eytfs  to  heaven ;  when  he  is  placed  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  a  pharifce,  glorying  in  his  works ;  and  when 
you  are  informed,  the  firll  went  down  to  his  boufe 
jujiijied  rather  than  the  other — when  you  are  told, 
if  it  be  by  grace^  it  is  no  more  of  werks^  olherwife 
grace  is  no  more  grace  \  if  it  be  by  works^  it  is  no 
mere  grace^  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work  ;  when 
you  are  told,  you  are  faved  by  grace  through  faith^ 
and  that  not  of  yourfelves^  it  is  the  gift  of  God^^ 
when  you  are  affured,  you  are  jujlified  freely  by 
grace^  through  the  redemption^  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 
not  of  works  left  any  man  fbould  boafl — when  you 
hear,  that  to  him  that  worketh  noty  but  believeth  oh 

him^ 


men  by  the  heels,  and  that 
men  would  be  apt  to  re- 
venge themfelves  by  ftriking 
them  on  the  head.  In  the 
name  of  God  what  has  this 
trifie  to  do  with  the  lofi  of 
mankind y  with  the  corruption 
of  the  natural  and  moral 
world,  and  the  ruin  of  all 
the  glory  and  bappine/s  of  the 
creation?  Great  comfort  it 
was  to  Adam,  doubtlefs,  after 
telling  him,  that  his  days 
fhall  be  (hort  and  full  of 
mifery,  and  his  end  without 
hope,  p  let  him  know,  that 
he  ihould  now  and  then 
knock  a  fnake  on  the  head, 
but  not  even  that  without 
paying  dear  for  his  poor  vic- 
tory, for  the  fnake  fhould 
often  bite  him  by  the  heel; 
^dam,  furely,  could  not  un- 
Vot.  Ih 


derlland  this  prophecy  in 
this  fenfe,  though  fbme  of 
his  fons  have  fo  underflood 
it;  a  plain  indication  how 
much  more  fome  men  are 
concerned  to  maintain  a  li- 
teral interpretation  of*  fcrip- 
ture,  than  they  are  to  make 
it  fpeak  common  fenfe^." 
Dean  Sherlocli*s  u/e  and  intent 
of  prophecy.  Difc,  3, 

This  excellent  writer 
abounds  with  elucidating 
fupfojitions  in  the  difcourfes 
and  ■  diifertations  above 
quoted,  and  the  whole  book 
exemplifies  the  rule  laid  down 
by  Monf.  Claude,  in  a  very 
jufl  and  beautiful  manner. 

(5)  IVhen  yi  have  done  all, 
fay.    We  are  unprofitahlt  fcr~' 
<vants.     Cum    tccerctis   om- 
nia, Ji  feceret   ;  nemo  cnim 

£  c  ad 
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hwf^  that  juftijktb  the  ungodly ^  bis  faith  is  counted 
for  righteoufnefS'^when  you  are  taught  to  believe, 
the  wages  of  Jin  is  death :  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life  (6) — tell  me,  I  once  more  intreat  you, 

.    can 


ad  perfedionem  pervci^ije  in 
hac  vita  pofiit ;  condithttaiiter 
aatem  loquitur  Chriftus,  fi 
foffihile  effet  omnia  quae  debu- 
iftis,  feciflcy  tamen  vos  fer- 
V05  inutiles,  vel  nihil  pro- 
mextxi  agnofcere  debetis. 

Ser*ui  inutiles  fumus,  Non 
abfolote,  fed  comparatione 
fa£la  ad  fervos,  qi^i  peculia* 
ria  prarfcripta  non  tantum 
cxfequuntur:  fed  nodlu  diu- 
que  fumma  alacritate,  et  cum 
fuo  incommodo,  negotiis  he- 
riiibus  attendunt ;  non  enim 
femely  aut  etiam  fxpius  offi- 
cio perfunAiy  cefTare  debe- 
xaus,  fed  continuo  in  bono 
pergere,  quamdiu  in  hac  vita 
agimus :  a  Dto  hot  accepimus 
quoel  hahtmuSf  et  fumus  y  et  pof- 
jfiimus,  nee  ulla  fuppetat  fuper- 
biendiy  aut  gloriandi  materia. 
Luke  xvii.  lo. 

(6)  DoBrine  of  merit.  Some 
divines  have  fo  little  opinion 
of  merit  in  a  plan  of  redemp- 
tion, that  they  think,  the  in- 
carnation and  merit  of  Qhrift 
was  arbitrary,  and  not  eiTeu- 
tially  neceilary  in  the  nature 
of  thin».  This  was  the  no- 
tion S.  Bafil  had  of  redenip- 
tion,  and  he  has  feveral  fol- 
lowers. "  Poterat  quidem 
fine  etiam  incarnatione  falu- 
tem  conferre:  fed  nfoluit  ut 
natura,  &c,"  3.  BafiU  Seleuc. 


Ep.   Orat.    in   S.  Deiparam^ 
apudCambef  torn*  xi. 

Others  think  their  vwu 
merit  neceffary  to  recom- 
mend them  to  God.  "  True, 
Lord!  fays  Pacricius,  I  am 
a  finner,  AAA'  %vyv»iL%vu 
TfiV  J'iff'jroTnv*  Very  well, 
replies  the  Lord,  a  great  re- 
ward is  laid  up  in  heaven  for 
your  good  works."  This  is 
preci^ly  the  notion  of  many 
moderns.  They  weigh  down 
vice  with  virtue,  and  make 
a  balance  in  their  own  fa- 
vour. De  mirac,  dominie, 
imaginis  in  putiQ  Mag.  Eecle/l 
apud  Combef.  torn.  i. 

Some  imagine,  the  merits 
of  others  neceffary.  Hence 
the  do£^rine  of  fupereroga- 
tion,  relicks,  &c«  &c.  We 
are  not  to  fuppofe,  however, 
that  all  in  the  Greek  and 
Roman  church  depend  on 
the  merits  of  others.  •*  Dig 
I  cannctf  to  beg  I  am  ajhamtd. 
Life  is  (hort.  Dfg  now,  for, 
if  you  would  in  the  next 
world,  you  cannot:  nor  can 
you  beg.  The  merits  of  one 
cannot  profit  another.  No 
ileepy  virgin's  lamp  can  be 
fupplied  from,  the  oil  of  ano- 
ther."      5.    Jferii    Antafi^ 

Efifc,     OfXth.     T£/)/    0/*OV.     TAi 

A^'tKiAU  apud  Combef    torn. 
u 

The 
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can  you  pcrfuade  yourfelf,  that  Jefus  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles,  by  all  thefe  means,  intended  to  teach 
you,  that  man  acquires  juftification,  and  a  right 
to  eternal  life  by  the  merit  of  his  works?  (7) 

You 


The  fame  might  be  (hewn 
of  the  Roman  divines:  but 
the  reformed  churches  alone 
profefs  and  really  pradlife 
the  fcripture  plan.  They 
})erform  good  works — deny 
the  merit  of  them  in  regard 
to  God— and  depending  on 
the  merit  of  Chrift  conciliate 
that  with  the  free  mercy  of 
God. 

The  Fharifii  flood  and  prayed 
thus  <with  him/elf y  ^^onAvrw 
pro  Kecd*  ioLvjov  vel  apud  fi^ 
1.  e.  totus  in  fe  ipfum  verfus 
fibi  tantum  intentus>  et  nihil 
nifi  fe  ipfum  fpedlans. 

Frayed  ^^:a"iV)(^p  nomine 

feneralius  accepto;  compre- 
enditor  id  omne  quo  Deum 
compellamus;  hie  autem  id 
genus  ^uod  doxologia  dicitur 
denotan  videtur. 

/  /«jr  tiihes  of  all  1  pojfefs. 
Non  ilia  tantum  ex  quibus 
vulgus  ad  literam  legis  fol- 
▼ere  fblet,  ut  poma  et  fruges 
terrsB :  fed  et  ea  quae  contro- 
verfi  funt  juris,  puta  minora 
olera,  ova,  lac,  &c.  potius 
commodis  meis  aliquid  de« 
trahens,  quam  traditiones 
patrum  minimotranfgrederer. 
Non  hie  a  Deo  remiifionem 
petit  peccatorum  ;  non  vir- 
cotum  augmentiim,  quafi  ha- 
rum  culmen  affecntus  effety 
ncc  majore  Dei  gratia  opus 
habttifTet. 


Be  nurd/ul  to  me  a  fimer» 
Senfus  hujus  precationis  ex 
toto  Pfalmo  li.  defumptns; 
verba  quidem  hie  funt  pauca, 
turn  lu£luy  turn  verecundia 
vocem  reprimente. 

Juftified.  Sc»  in  fenfu  h- 
renfi,  a  peccatis  abfolutis, 
vel  magis  acceptus^ .  &c,  &c. 
Luke  xviii.  13. 

If  it  be  of 'works  it  is  no  more 
of  gracct  otbemvife  grace  is  no 
more  grace,  Non  habet  rati- 
onem  gratis,  fed  mercedis 
potius ;  moritum  enim  et 
gratia  fe  mutuo  deftruant. 
elegans  antanaclafis.  Rom. 
vi.  6. 

The  wages  of  Jin.  Debita 
merces  :  o4*"''*  vox  origine 
latina,  proprie  dicitur  fifcis 
off  us  I  deinde  per  fynecdochen 
fpeciei  quodw  edJium  quod 
pant  additur;  poflea  per  ^- 
necdochen  catechrefticamy?/- 
pendium  militant  quod  apud 
veteres  parti  m  frumento,  par- 
tim  pecunia  conflabat;  et 
per  metaphoram  mercedis 
loco  miferiam  et  pcfnam  de- 
iignat.     Rom.  vi.  23. 

(7)  Make  do^rinal  fuppofi" 
tions,  BiQiop  Maifillon^s  fer- 
mon  on  Chrid's  divinity  is 
formed  upon  this  plan,  **  the 
glory  and  fpirit  of  the  mi- 
niftry  of  Jefus  Chrift,  both 
prove  his  divinity*  If  Jefus 
Chrijl  'were  only  a  mere  man^ 
E  e  2  I,  The 
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You  may  alfo  make  fuch  fuppofitions  in  mora- 
Uty  (8)  as  well  as  in  controverfy,  in  order  to  give 

greater 


I.  The  ghry  of  his  miniftry 
urould  be  an  inevitable  odea- 
fion  of  idolatry  to  us»  and 
God  himfelf  would  be 
chargeable  with  the  error 
of  thofe,  who  worfhip  him. 

II.  The  /pirit  of  his  mi- 
niftry would  become  a  dread- 
ful (hare  to  our  innocence. 

I.  The  glory  of  his  miniftry* 

1.  An  illuftrious  perfon  was 
cxpeded    by   all    mankind. 

2.  Promifed  by  the  prophets. 
J.  When  Chrill  appeared,  his 
birth,  life,  miracles,  &c.  were 
all  grand,  glorious,  and  un- 
heard-of, and  all  correfpond- 
cd  with  prophecy. 

I I .  The/piri:  of  his  miniftry, 
1,  He  preached  and  pradtifed 
holinefs,  as  even  they,  who 
deny  his  divinity,  own.  z. 
The  world  received  number- 
Icfs  advantages  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  coming.  3, 
He  foretold  many  events  (ince 
fulfilled.  If  then  we  own 
the  truth  of  the  bible  we  muft 
own  his  divinity."  It  is 
only  difguifing  this  mafterly 
defence  of  Chrift's  divinity  to 
ipeak  of  it  as  the  bounds  pre- 
Icribed  me  permit.  I  tran- 
fcribe  fuch  flccietons  with  re- 
gret ;  nor  would  [  attempt 
to  abridge  fuch  fermons  at 
all,  unlefs  I  entertained 
hopes  of  ftirring  up  in  fuch 
as  have  not  feen  them  a  de- 
ftre  to  perufe  them.  I  allow, 
ib  Utile  makes  2^  God  in  thi^ 


fallen  church  of  Rome,  that 
arguments  for  Chrift^s  divi- 
nity come  in  general  with  an 
ill  grace  from  a  papifl's  pen: 
but  this  fermon  is  an  excep- 
tion. This  iermon  and  one 
of  Mr.  Sauriii's  on  the  fame 
fubjeft  have  anfwered  my 
enquiries  concerning  Chrifl's 
divinity  more  fatisfaflorily 
than-  all  I  ever  read  beiide : 
perhaps  becaufe  they  are  (hort 
and  plain.  Maff  Serm.  Avcni^ 
pour  la  circoncifiom. 

(8)  Tou  may  maki  fifpop^ 
tions  in  morality.  The  fol- 
lowing example  from  Heb. 
xi.  I ,  Faith  is  the  C'viJenci  of 
things  not  feen 9  in  a  fermon  of 
a  Profeffor  of  Divinity  at  Ge- 
neva, is  of  this  kind.  "  The 
word  iKiyKoc  fignifies  an  ar^ 
gumsnty  or  a  proof  which 
when  good  may  be  faid  to 
render  a  matter  c*vident,  to 
give  it  ienonftration,  Ptr- 
fuafum  of  the  truth  of  a  fad 
is  analogous  to  ftght,  Abra- 
ham thus'yW  Chrift's  day. 
Hence  comes  the  efficacy  of 
Chriftian  faith.  ^"tp^fi 
1,  Ye  faw  the  fufFerings  of 
helly  when  fin  attacks  you, 
would  ye  dare  to  yicU  to 
temptation  for  the  fake  of 
pleafure  ?  2.  Suppofe  yc  were 
admitted  for  a  little  while  t3 
the  felicity  of  heaven ^  would 
ye  part  with  it  for  temporal 
gain  ?  3.  Suppofe  God,  with 
all  the  magnificent  enfigni 
of 
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igrcater  weight  to  your  exhortations.  (9) 


XXIL 


of  his  glory  vifible  to  you, 
would  ye  venture  to  offend 
himf  4.  Suppo/i  the  day  of 
judgment  come,  and  your- 
fclves  on  trial,  fliould  ye 
have  any  inclination  to  fin? 
5.  Sttppo/e  yourfclvea  dying, 
would  ye  wiih  to  ft  a  pity 
yourfelves  by  finning?  Now 
faith  prcfents  all  thele  objefts 
to  thofe,  who  believe  the  gof- 
pel,  witli  as  much  vivacity, 
as  if  they  were  pre  fen  t  and 
vifible ;  faith  therefore  pre- 
sents fin.'*^  The  preacher 
proceeds  to  fhew  that  faith 
alfo  produceth  holine/s.  The 
above  example  regards  the 
rule  oi  fuppofitioriy  we  do  not 
propofe  it  as  a  pattern  of  r:- 
gular  arrangemtnt,  Sfrmons 
par  Antoine  Leger  a  Geneife, 
turn,  i.  ^.  I. 

When  fuppofitions  are 
jnade  grounds  of  moral  ac- 
tion, Uiey  ought  not  only  to 
be  true  in  themfelves :  but 
they  fhould  be  made  to  ap- 
pear to  be  applicable  to  the 
action  enforced.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  duplicity  in  the 
frequent  management  of  this 
article.  For  example.  In  the 
year  i68j  the  papal  clergy 
In  France,  finding  themfelves 
neither  able  to  defeat  the 
proteltant  clergy,  nor  eyen 
to  make  a  tolerable  excufe 
for  the  abufes  in  their  own 
religion,  drew  up  in  a  gene- 
ral alTembly  "  a  complaint 
TO  THE  KING  againft  the 
x^I^mQic^i    with  which   th^ 


pretended  reformed  loaded 
them  in  their  books  and  fer- 
mons.''  This  curious  com- 
plaint, figned  by  fixty-fi«e 
prelates  and  tlieir  creatures, 
they  prefented  to  the  king. 
To  this  they  fubjoined  aeon- 
fefiion  of  faith,  contatning 
the  doftrine  of  their  church, 
according  to  the  council  of 
Trent.  In  a  left  hand  co- 
lumn fiands  each  article  of 
their  faith,  and  in  the  op- 
pofite  right  hand  column 
quotations  from  proteftant 
writers,  charging  them  with 
heterodoxy.  The  firft  ca- 
lumniating author  quoted  is 
ProfefFor  Whitaker  of  Cam-. 
bridge,  in  England.  The 
fecond  is  Down  am  bilhop  of 
Derry,  in  Ireland.  The  laft 
is  Beza  of  Geneva.  Ye  holy 
jugglers !  could  your  mailer 
fuppofty  think  ye,  all  meft 
chriflian  as  he  was,  could  he 
fuppofe,  that  his  peaceable 
proteftant  fubjedls  at  Paris 
were  to  be  blamed  for  £ng- 
lifh,  Irifti,  and  all  other 
Joreign  calumniators?  The 
very  editions  quoted  were 
not  printed  in  France  :  but  at 
London,  Geneva,  &c.  -  -  - 
Ah!  we  underftand  you.  De* 
I  end  a  eft  Carthago  I  VoyeK 
Pleinte  de  VAJfemb.  Gen,  dm 
Chrg-  de  France. 

(9)  Make  fuppojitiom  to  an* 
fwer  moral  ends.  Thus  Mr. 
Saurin  on  Peter's  firft  fermon 
to  the  Jews,  Ads  ii.  If  hem 
ubey  heard  tbefi  things  thq 
Hven 
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XXH: 

Guard  against  Objections. 

Tliere  are  very  few  texts  of  fcripturc  where  this 
tc^ick  may  not  be  made  ufe  of,  and  it  is  heedlefs 

to 


KViTg  frieked  in  the  hiofty  and 
Jaid'^^Men  and  brethren  tvbat 
JhaH*vffido?  -  -  -  You  can- 
not oatl  to  mind  S.  Peter's 
^rmo«  without  envying  the 
-primitive  Chriftians  the  pre- 
cious advantage  of  hearing 
this  preacher,  and  without 
faying  to  yourfelves,  how 
would  fuch  exhortations  have 
penetrated  oar  hearts  ?  -  -  - 
Mt,  my  brethren,  will  you 
Allow  me  to  ailc  yon  one 
queftion  ?  Should  you  like  to 
hear  thefe  apoftolick  men  ? 
Would  you  attend  their  fer- 
snons?  And,  to  fay  all  in 
*one  word,  do  you  wifii  S. 
Peter  was  now  in  this  pulpit  f 
Paoie  a  little  before  you  aa- 
iWer  this  quelHon.  —  Com- 
|>are  the  talieof  this  auditory 
■with  the  genius  of  fuch"  a 
preacher,  your  timorous  de- 
licacy with  that  noble  liberty 
-which  made  him  fpeak  (6 
power fuHy  ag[ainft  the  vices 
of  his  own  times.  For  our 
parts  we,  who  think  we 
know  you  very  wcU,  we  are 
convinced,  that  no  preacher 
would  be  lefs  agreeable  to 
you  than  S.  Peter-— K>f  all  the 
difcourfcs  that  can  be  ad- 
itrefTed  to  you,  there  would 
perhaps  be  none  lefs  favour- 


ably  received  than  f«:h  as 
ftiould  be  formed  opoh  the 
plan  of  this,  which  this  apof- 
tle  p'reached  at  Jernfalem. 

One  wants  in  every  (tT- 
mon  to  difcover  (bme  new 
truth,  and,  under  pretence  of 
fatisfying  the  laudable  deftre 
of  improving  in  knowledge, 
fceks  to  be  diverted  where 
he  ought  to  be  cenfurcd. 
Another  wiihes,  we  would 
pleafe  him,  and  would  have 
us  adorn  our  difcourfes,  not 
in  order  to  gain  a  more  eafy 
accefs  to  his  heart,  not  to 
enable  us  by  an  innocent  ar* 
tifice  to  make  ufe  of  his  love 
of  pleafure  to  deftroy  the 
love  of  inordinate  pleafure 
itfelf :  but  to  flatter  a  kind 
of  frivoloufnefs,  which  peo- 
ple love  to  have  indulged 
till  a  devotional  excrcife  is 
£nifhed,  when  they  may 
plunge  into  more  fenfaa! 
joys.  A 1  moll  all  defire  to  be 
amufed,  and  lulled  allecp; 
and  if  nobody  is  fb  grofs  as 
to  fay.  Flatter  my  evil  habits, 
ftupify  my  confcicnce,  praifi: 
hiy  crimes,  there  is  almoft 
no  one  who  does  not  wifli  it 
in  effeft,  A  principle  of  I 
know  not  what  refined  fecu- 
riry  makes  us  defire  to  be 
cca- 
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to  mention  examples,   they  will  occur  to  every 

one 


cenfared  to  a  certain  degree^ 
fo  that  the  receiving  of  a  light 
emotion  may  make  os  pre- 
fume  that  we  have  praftifed 
the  duties  of  repentance, 
and  yield  as  an  afTurance, 
which  we  could  not  poifibly 
have  obtained  by  hearing 
encomiums  on  our  vices.  We 
would  have  the  wound  touch- 
ed»  but  not  probed.  We  like 
the  application  of  emollients, 
bat  cannot  bear  to  have  the 
£re  and  the  knife  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  wound. 

Ah  how  little  would  the 
apoilles  haye  preached  in 
your  taHel  figure  to  your- 
felves  thofe  holy  men  afcend- 
ing  this  pulpit,  after  having 
walked  in  your  publick 
places,  after  having  known 
your  domeflick  fecrets,  after 
having  feen  through  the  cover- 
ings of  crtain  criminal  a^i«- 
ons,  after  having  been  inform* 
ed  of  certain  mylleries,  which 
I  dare  not  even  name,  and  of 
certain  fplenciid  crimes  com- 
mitted in  the  face  of  the  fun. 
Do  you  imagine,  that,  know- 
ing all  thefe,  thefe  holy  men 
would  have  lludied  to  gratify 
your  tafte  for  preaching,  and 
have  fubmitted  to  thoie  laws, 
which  you  choofe  to  impofe 
on  your  preachers?  Would 
they,  think  ye,  have  gratified 
your  curiofity  by  curious  dif- 
quiHtions  ?  Would  they, 
think  ye,  have  conjured  you 
not  to  defpair  ?  Do  ye  think 
they  would  have  been  con- 
tent to  have  told  you  in  a 


vague  and  fuperficial  man- 
ner, that  you  muft  be  virtu- 
ous ?  Would  they  h^ve  fi- 
nifhed  their  fermons  by  pa- 
thetically exhorting  you  not 
to  form  the  leaft  doubt  con- 
cerning your  falvation  ?  Ah, 
my  brethren!  methinks  £ 
hear  thefe  holy  men  animateil 
with  the  fame  fpirit  which 
made  them  fay  with  Co  much 
boldnefs  to*  the  murderers  of 
Chriil,  you  ha^i  taken  this 
bcly  Je/us  and  tnitb  ^wicked 
bands  ba*ue  crucified  and  fiaiu 
bim,  methinks  1  hear  S.  Peter, 
&c.  &c.  Sauriu  fetm  four  la- 
fentecoiey  icm.  v. 

My  apology  for  fuch  long 
extra£ls  from  MonfieurSnurin 
is  perhaps  weak  enough ;  it 
is  my  fondnefs  for  that  writer, 
of  him  methinks  I  can  fay 
as  one  of  Socrates,  Ka,t  ya^ 

TO  (JLtlJLVna-^Al  1.uX^<L70Vf^  K<ti 

ducouovTA  tfjLoiyi  CCS/  riAN- 
TON  HAI2TON-  {P/ato  in 
Pbsedone.)  and  Tully  will  ex- 
cufe  me  (in  orat,  pro  Arcbia 
poet  a,)  fi  ipii  hsec  neque  at- 
tingere,  neque  fenfu  noftro 
gultare  poifemus,  tamen  ea 
mirari  deberemus,  etiam  cum 
ia  aliis  videremus« 

( [ )  Guard  againfi  oBjtSiuns. 
There  is  as  much  reafon  for 
giving  this  advice  to  preach- 
ers  as'  there  is  for  faying  to 
an  archited  going  to  build. 
Guard  again  ft  winds  and 
ftorms ;  you  build  in  fummer 
and  retire  ;  but  your  build-  • 
ing 
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one  without  much  refleftion.  (i) 


Remari; 


ing  muft  iland  abroad  all 
winter.  It  would  be  folly  to 
fuppofe,  that  any  religious 
truth,  how  demondrable  {o~ 
ever,  could  (land  in  this 
world  free  from '  objedlions. 
AH  truths  touch  fomebody'a 
intereft,  and  touch  the  (ecu- 
lar  interell  of  half  mankind, 
and  you  toiuh  their  hone  and 
ibiir  flefit  and,  were  you  a 
God,  they  would  curfo  you  to 
your  face.  Perhaps  no  fub- 
je^  IS  of  greater  importance 
to  truth  in  the  chriftian 
church  than  that  of  bene- 
fices, and  perhaps  no  pro- 
tcftant  has  written  a  better 
(>ook  on  heneficiary  matters^ 
than  that  publiftied  by  Fra 
Paoli  Sarpi,  who  lived  and 
died  in  the  communion  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  the 
moil  monied  and  the  moft 
corrupt  of  all.  All  commu- 
nities allow  the  truths  con- 
tained in  it  in  theory;  in- 
deed who  can  deny  them  ? 
but  in  praftice  -  -  -  Ay,  in 
praflice,  father  Paul!  we 
have  a  great  many  -  -  -  very 

-  -  -  weighty objedi- 

ons  •  «  -  which  require  a 
...  mod  -  -  -  mature  -  -  - 
deliberation.  Lay  hands /ud-- 
dinly  on  no  man  -  -  -  You 
fay,  *•  the  apoftles  never  de- 
puted a  man  to  any  ecclefi- 
ailical  charge,  who  was  not 
fir  ft  eUiled  hy  thi  'whole  church 

coUefted     together." You 

affirm,  "  the  apoftles  ga^ve 
them/elvis  to  fmyer^  und  to  the 


mintftry  ef  the  'imrd,  and  left 
fecular  a&irs  to  fecular  men  9 
but  now  the  chief  prelates 
of  the  church,  quite  other 
fort  of  men,  attend  the  go- 
vernment of  temporal  things, 
and  leave  the  office  of  pleach- 
ing  and  teaching  the  word 
of  God,  and  the  dodrine  of 
the  gofpel  to  friars  and  cheap 
inferior  prieJisJ*  -  -  -  Upon 
my  cohfcience,  father  Paali 
I  cannot  fee  the  evidence,  or 
the  utility  of  your  reafbning. 
-  -  Hear  me,  my  friend !  -  - 
Yours  is  an  interleaved  edi* 
tion  of  Fra  Paoli  on  hemfuiary 
matters^  and,  as  you  are  a 
patron  of  the  arts  as  well  as 
a  chriftian  clergyman,  your 
connoifieur  left  eye  beguiles 
your  clerical  right  eye,  and 
fixes  both  on  the  beautiful 
copper-plate  on  the  •  oppoiite 
page.  That  copper  plate  is 
worth  three  thoufand  guineas 
annually  at  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land. Ah!  father  Paul !  be- 
neficiary matters  are  divifible 
into  tnuo  parts — there  arc  be- 
neficial hank  hills  as  well  at 
ben  e  fi  ciary  dtmonfirationt !  Se- 
riouily,  I  mean  to  remind 
young  minifters — that,  in 
guarding  their  do£hines 
againft  objedUons,  they 
fhould  ftudy  ,men  as  well  as 
books,  and  confider  what  it 
will  coft  fome  people  to  al- 
low their  demonftrations. 

A  preacher  may  excite  ob- 
jections againft  his  dodbine 
by  an    injudicious    way  of 
prih' 
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kcmark,  however,  objeftions  muft  be  natural, 
fitid  popular,  not  far-fetched,  nor  too  philofophi- 

cals 


frcpofing  it.  Caffander,  Gro»* 
tius,  fiifhop  Forbes,  and 
nany  others  have  propofed  a 
reanion  of  the  reformed 
churches  with  the  chorch  of 
Rome:  but  the  very  manner, 
in  which  they  propofed  it, 
has  creaked  objedions  againft 
fl  reunion  ftronger  and  more 
numerons  than  any,  that  lie 
ft^ainft  a  feparation.— **  The 
difference,  iays  one,  lies  more 
in  terms  than  in  things.— 
There  is  no  liifftrence^  fays 
another;  Archbiihop  Sheldon 
and  filandford  Bifhcp  of 
Worcefter  both  told  the 
Dutchefs  of  York  that  they^ 
prayed  for  the  dead  every 
day,  althoogh  they  did  not 
own  it.  Barrow  Biihop  of* 
S.  Afaph,  and  Thomdike 
prebendary  of  Weftminfter 
caufed  reqnefts  for  prayers 
for  their  fools  to  be  put  upon 
their  graveftones.  Forbes 
wrote  for  purgatory.  Now 
{ay  they,  is  it  reafonable  to 
Separate  from  a  church  for 
teaching  do^ines/whi^h  we 
ourfelves  fuffer  to  be  taught 
in  our  own  f "  To  all  which 
we  reply.  Such  propofals  of 
reunion  to  Rome  as  come 
from  men,  w)io  fo  ft  ate  the 
caie  as  to  prove  their  total 
igtiorance  of  the  real  grounds 
of  feparation,  are  more  ob- 
jedionable  than  the  fepara-, 
tion  itfelf.  Sec  EJfay  for  C«- 
tbolkk  Comtmtufisn  1704* 
.    Vol.  II. 


Obje^ions  againft  a  doc« 
trine  may  be  created  by  an 
aokward  manner  of  attempt* 
ing  to  prove  it*  A  vice- 
chaticellor  of  a  foreio;n  uni« 
verfity  publiihcid  a  labbath- 
day's  meditation  on  the  inter- 
mediate ftate  of  feparate  fpi- 
rits  :  a  confohtory  difcourfe 
on  the  anniverfary  of  his 
wife's  death.  Some  of  his 
firft;  reflexions  are  taken  from 
—the  flnging  oi/wans  before 
death— from  the  opinions  of  . 
CrV^0— and  Seneca^^znA  Lae^ 
tantius*  Alas  \  miferMe  com* 
forters  an  they  all!  The  de- 
cifions  of  Je/us  Ghrift  ihould 
have  ftood  firft  in  place,  as 
they  (land  firft  in  authority 
on  this  article.  Joacbimi  Ha^^ 
gemeieri  Deflat,  anim, 

Obje6lions,  which  art 
known  to  lie  againft  a  doc- 
trine, may  be  ftrengtbened 
by  being  omitted.  Butler, 
who  knew  every  body,  and 
every  thing,  was  pleafed  to 
call  a  certain  fet  of  people 
OS/oI/gn;  and  his  laft  learned 
editor,  Do£lor  Grey,  who 
knew  hiftory  and  divinity, 
and  every  thing  except  equity 
to  puritans,  was  pleaied  to 
inform  the  world,  that  he 
had  found  out  after  great 
labour,  that  thefe  obfollers 
were  puritan  preachers,  and 
tBat  his  author  fo  called  them 
on  account  of  their  raifiug 
obje^ions  and  then  giving  >- 

f  f  lutfons 
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caU  in  a  word,  they  muft  he  fuch  as  k  is  abib- 

lutely 


lutions  In  their  fermoiis ;  and 
alfofor  their  marking  thefe 
parts  of  their  fermons  in  the 
margins  of  their  printed  books 
by  OB — SOL  -  -  -  Moft  in- 
conceivably important  dif- 
covcry  I  Why  DoAor!  You 
remind  me  of  a  moft  mon- 
flrous  erudite  fcholar  in  Gil 
Bias :  but  for  whom  the  world 
would  never  have  known 
that  children  cried  at  Athens 
when  they  were  beaten! 
The  truth  was,  the  prelates 
made  o6sf  and  the  puritans 
ivere  forced  to  make  /oh  to 
fheath  them ;  for  the  former 
had  been  fo  intent  on  efta- 
blifhing  them/elves,  and  on 
perfecuting  all  non-confor- 
miils,  that  they  had  forgot 
to  eltabli(h  the  gofpel  of  Jc- 
fus  Chrift;  when,  therefore, 
the  puritans  obtained  audi- 
ence, they  were  obliged  to 
remove  a  thoufand  objedlions 
againft  the  iimple  triith, 
which  their  auditors,  funk 
in  popular  ignorance  and  Tu- 
perilitions,  nlthy  offal  left  by 
popiih  prelates,  and  not 
cleanfed  away  by  high-flying 
cpifcopalians,  had  entertain- 
ed The  famous  Arthur 
Hilderiham,  a  worthy  pre- 
deceiTorof  the  learned  Dodlor 
Grey,  in  the  livine  of  Aihby 
de  la  Zouch,  Leiceflerfhire, 
was  one  of  thefe  obfollers. 
Several  of  his  ledures  on  the 
fourth  of  John  are  compof<^d 
of  ohje&tMs  and  anfiwirs^  and 
excellent  fermoas  they  are« 


The  doSriniy  the  flyle^  and 
the  ttmpir  of  his  works  may 
be  fet  againft  the  proda6Uons 
of  any  prelate  of  bis  own 
age,  and  they  would  produce 
the  fame  efte£t  as  a  river  pro- 
duces in  contraft  with  a  ftand* 
ing  pond.  Hilderftiam  had 
a  no  Die  foul,  a  foul  too  great 
to  be  governed  by  a  few  fad- 
dling  rules  drawn  up  by  pul- 
ing mafters,  at  a  fire-fide, 
and  never  tried  in  real  ac- 
tion. His  law  neither  pro- 
tected nor  prohibited  obfol- 
lers; his  law  was  popular 
edification.  Hear  him. 
''  Shew  me  not  the  meat : 
but  fhew  me  the  man.  He 
is  the  moft  able  minifter  of 
the  new  teftament,  who  Win- 
neth  moft  fouls,  and  reapeth 
•moft  fruit  unto  God.  That 
kind  of  preaching,  whereby 
the  people  of  God  profit  moft 
in  knowledge  and  fanftifica- 
tion,  is  the  beft  kind  of 
preaching.  Let  no  man  fay» 
ne  is  unlearned,  whoteacheth 
profitably.  When  God  hath 
let  his  feal  on  his  miniftry  (as 
on  thefe  he  hath  done,  i  Cor. 
ix.  2.)  who  art  thou,  that 
dareft  difpraife,  or  defpife, 
or  difgrace  him  !  God's  peo- 
ple fhould  not  allow  beft  of 
him,  who  praifeth  himfelf : 
but  of  him,  whom  the  Lord 
praifeth  by  working  with 
him  in  bleffing  his  labours. 
2  Cor.  X.  1 8.  Compare  the 
hearers  of  thefe  Uamtd  vtA 
•hgiunt  teachers,  whom  thou 
fo 
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lutcly  neceffary  to  obfervc  and  refute.  (2) 


They 


lb  mach  admireft,  with  thofe 
of  others 9  who  preach  plain- 
ly, and  whom  thou  defpifeft 
for  that  caafe,  and  judge 
whether  is  the  beft  teacher. 
/  «w/7/  Anow  not  the  fpeecb  of 
tbit»9  that  are  puffed  up  :  i^t 
the  power,  i  Cor.iv.  19,  20." 
A  man  of  fuch  a  heart  can- 
not do  much  amifs.  Give 
him  a  bible  and  a  little  com* 
mon  fenfe,  and  he  will  do 
greater  good  than  a  thoufand 
4odlorial  editors  of  Hudi- 
brajlick  books,  a  fort  of 
common  fewers,  finks  of  all 
the  filth  of  the  town,  fcraped 
up  and  fwept  in  by  fcaven- 
gcrs  in  blact !  jirtJb^  Hilder- 
fl?am.  Led,  on.  Jobn^  Led* 
Ixviii. 

(2)  State  thofe  ohjeSiom 
ouljt  which  it  is  necejfary  to 
refute.  Some  divines  of  mo- 
deft  and  moderate  principles 
liave  thought  proper  to  ftate 
•bjedlions  without  any  de- 
fign  of  refuting  them  ;  and, 
it  fliould  feem,  they  have 
su^ed  wifely  in  doing  fo. 
For  I  •  It  is  certain,  there 
are  many  literary  enquiries 
relative  to  the  bible,  and  fe« 
veral  do^ines  contained  in 
it,  which  are,  and  ever  will 
be  indifToluble  myfleries.  2. 
Thefe  will  always  be  liable 
to  obje^ions  from  all  the 
enemies,  and  from  many  of 
the  friends  of  revelation. 
Bnemies  will  naturally  com- 
p.Jai|n ;  and  fome  friends  have 


no  ideas  of  myfteries  in  reli- 
gion.      3.   In  this   flate  of 
affairs,  two  forts  of  believerf 
will  ^o  to  difputing.    The 
one  will  urge  objedions,  the 
other  will  endeavour  to  re- 
move them ;     and  in   their 
great  zeal  will  Qverfhoot  th9 
mark,  by  attempting  to  elu- 
cidate what  is  naturally  be- 
yond elucidation ;  or  by  giv- 
ing folutions  more  intricate 
and  objedionable    than   the 
obje^ons  themfelves.     Here 
then,    4.  Modlft    moderate 
men  flep  iq,  ftate  the  diffi- 
culties  on  both  fides,  urge 
home  the  impoflibility  of  ob- 
taining demonflration,  prove 
that  the  difhculties  in  quef- 
tion  ought  not  to  form  even 
a  prejudice  againft  revelation, 
and  turning  the  whole  into 
moral  ufe  exhort  the  difpu- 
tants  to  ceafe  jarring  about 
what  none  of  them  can  de- 
termine.    Thefe  divines  are 
generally     known     in    this 
world  by  odious  appellations, 
and  quaint  names  of  flander 
andabufe,  by  which  their  fiery 
weak  brethren  think  proper 
to    diftinguifh,    and    puniOi 
them :   but   by  what    name 
they  will  be  known  in  the 
Aext  world,  the  prince  ofpeace^ 
who  blefTed  the  peacetnakers, 
alone  can  tell ! 

Saurin  was  one  of  this 
clafs.  His  fermon  on  pre- 
deflination,  which  we  have 
elfewhere  quoted,  may  fexve 

F  f  z  to 
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They  muft  be  propofed  in  a  clear  and  fimple 
flylc  without  rhetorical  exaggerations  j  yet  not  un- 


adorned nor  unaffeding.  (3) 


I  tbink» 


to  explain  oar  meaning  in 
regard  to  doSrint:  and  his 
preface  to  his  diiTertations 
on  the  bible,  torn:  i.  will 
ihew  our  meaning  in  regard 
to  literary  matters.  **  An 
Mtuitnt  book — written  in  a 
dead  language — in  which  no 
ether  author  has  written— 
ipeaking  oi  a^om^^cufiotrwr^ 
places — and  natiajw^oi  which 
no  'vrjirge  remains — is  it 
firange  that  niere  (hould  be 
paiTages  in  fach  a  book  be- 
yond the  erudition  of  inter- 
preters I"  Saur.  Dijf.  tom^  i. 
frtf. 

(3)  ^tate  ohjeSions  nnitho^t 
rhetorical  fxaggerations^  In 
all  argumentation  it  is  ex- 
tremely important  to  diflin- 
fuifti  between  reafon  and  paf- 
on.  Reafon  dates  fafts, 
and  draws  conclufions  :  paf- 
£on  colours  them ;  and,  if 
wc  be  incautious^  the  colour- 
ing will  miflead ,  us,  The 
fam^  cool  equity,  that  is  re- 
quifite  in  a  court  of  judica- 
ture, ought  to  be  cxerciied 
in  a  chridiaA  pulpit.  For 
example. 

The  bill  of  indiAm^nt 
preferred  againft  John  Bun- 
yan  ran  thus,  **  John  Bup- 
yan  -  -  -  hath  deviliihly  and 
pernicioufly  abilaincd  from 
coming  to  church  to  hear  di- 
vine fervice :  and  is  a  com- 
9ipi^  \iphol4cr  9(  fcvpr^  un- 


lawful meetings  and  conven- 
ticles, to  the  diftarbance  and 
diftradlion  .of  the  good  fub« 
je£ts  of  this  kingdom,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  our  fo- 
vereign  lord  the  king.*' 

Tne  two  fads  arc  thefe^ 
Bunyan  did  not  worfhip  AU 
mighty  God  in  the  parilh 
meeting-houfe:  Bunyan  did 
worfhip  'Almighty  God  in  a 
farm-houfe.  Now  theie  two 
fads  are  innocent  in  them- 
felves,  ino£fenfive  to  (bcietyji 
and  altogether  unconnected 
with  plots  of  fubverting  civil 
government,  confequently^ 
the  citizen,  who  did  them, 
ought  not  to  have  been  cri- 
minated for  th^fe  adions. 
But  fee  what  rhetorick  caq 
do !  Call  the  parifh  meeting- 
houfe  the  church^^n^mc  thq 
ceremonies  performed  there 
y^rviV^^^aifert  the  book  tha^ 
contains  them  to  be  diwng 
-r-make  the  whole  of  religion 
to  coniift  in  hearing  a  prieft 
r^/z^  it— affirm  that  a  deftly 
or  a  devilkin  comes  from  hell 
to  perfuade  Bunyan  not  ta 
hear  it — fay  th^t  Bunyan^s 
abfence  is  of  fo  much  conie- 
qnence  as  to  be  pernicious^  or 
deftru£live  to  the  divine  book 
—Call  the  farmer's  parlour^ 
held  in  fee-riimple,  a  cowenti" 
cle  or  meeting-place — fay,  if 
fixteen  harveft-men  and  their 
wiyes    ineet    (l^^re   on    the 
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I  tliink,  it  is  never  advifeable  to  date  objec^ 
tloOs,  and  defer  the  anfwers  to  them  till  another 

oppor- 


twentieth  of  Auguft  and  get 
drunk  at  harveS-home,  the 
parlour  is  .a  lav>ful  conventi- 
de;  and  that  if  they  meet 
there  on  the  twene)r-f;ril  of 
Augnft  to  repent  of  drunk* 
ennefs,  and  get  Bonyan  to 
pray  to  God  there  to  accept 
theit  repentance,  and  to  tell 
them  out  of  the  bible  whe<. 
ther  Godwin  aceept  it,  that 
then  it  is  an  unlanvful  conven- 
ticle-i-fay,  that  the  prayers 
and  tears  of  thefe  {even teen 
poor  wretches  difiurh  and 
diflra^  all  the  good  fubjedls 
of  the  kingdom,  who  may 
happen  to  l^  at  the  very  time 
extremely  merry  at  operas, 
play-houfes,  taverns,  ale- 
iiooieSf  and  other  places,  and 
know  nothing  about  it-— be- 
dizen all  this  with  the  name 
of  our  fovereign  lord  tbi  kinp'—^ 
^d  lo !  this  rhetorical  objecr 
tion  ill  all  fend  Banyan  to  jail 
for  twelve  yes^rs  and  fix 
months! 

In  a  manner  equally  frau- 
dulent divines  bring  objec- 
dons  into  the  pulpit,  and  de- 
lude unwary  fouls  with  ^reat 
Jhjt9€lliiig  *words  of  iniignifi- 
irdnce.  Bi(hop  Hoadley  af- 
firmed, that- "  the-  laws  of 
Chrill's  kingdom^  as  be  left 
thtm,  have  nothing  of  this 
world  in  their  view.**  Doftor 
Trapp  thought  proper  to 
pbje^  againft  this  propoii- 
^n,  be^auftp  '*  it  would  in« 


troduce  anarchy  and  cmfufitm 
into  THE  CHURCH,  and  e(^ 
ftablifii  hertfyj  lihtrtinifittf  in* 
fidelity,  and  athii/mj  upon  the 
ruins  of  ehrifliattity  :^*  that  is 
to  fay,  Chrift  left  a  (yfttm. 
of  atbeifmy  and  civil  powers 
turned  it  into  a  fy^tm  of  r^ 
ligion,  Serm,  an  CbriftU  kinjr^ 
dovtm     May  19,  17 17. 

Here  are  two  otner  faAs^ 
The  Britifh  parliament  fup^ 
preiTed  eoifcopacy  in  lefs 
than  one  hundred  years  after 
they  had  cftablilhed  it.  The 
liturgy  was  laid  aiide,  and 
the  diredory  fupplied  its 
place,  by  ordcT  or  f be  fonvers 
tbat  were.  And  had  not  the 
power,  that  created  liturgy 
and  epifcopacy,  as  much 
right  to  annihilate  as  to  create 
them  ?  If  religion  be  a  ftate. 
tool,  may  not  the  ftate  ufe 
whatever  tools  they  think 
be  ft  ferve  their  purpofe? 
No  fuch  thing.  Hear  the 
church's  objcftion.  ««  Epif- 
copacy, that  venerable,  an- 
cient, apoftolical  order  fell  4 
facrifice  to  mifguided  aeal, 
and  blind  popular  fury.  Then 
began  conceited  ignorance  ta 
triumph  wide  and  far  over 
learning  and  found  know- 
ledge, novelty  over  antiquity, 
confufion  over  order,  fchifm, 
herefy  and  biafphemy  over 
unity,  orthodoxy,  and  fin- 
cere  piety.  This  was  refin* 
iiig  upon  the  church  of  Eng* 

•    ^  landl 
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anfwer  them  direftly,  forcibly  and 

Here, 


land!  thtfe  our  reformers!" 
-  -  Naj  6ut,  Rev,  Mr,  Arch- 
deacon»  who  art  thou^  that 
replieft  againfl  thy  God  I 
Siall  the  thing  formed  fay  to 
Jeiniy  that  formed  it  ^  Why  haft 
thou  made  me  thm  !  Hath  not 
the  civil  magiflrace  power 
over  the  eftaoliihed  clergy » 
«f  the  fame  lump  to  make 
epifeopalians  in  the  iixteenth 
century  and  prefbyterians  in 
the  fcventecnih?  The/^^, 
and  the  rhetorick  of  it  muft 
be  diftinguiftied.  2>r.  Wa» 
terland^s  form,  at  5,  Paul'j, 
May  29,  1723. 

There  are  two  forts  of  pco- 
ple,  who  quit  the  epifcopal 
coromnnity  ^  and  both  ought 
'to  ftudy  this  article.  The 
£ril  confifls  of  thofe,  whofe 
obje£lions  He  againfl  the  con- 
ftitution  itfelf,  and  they  ought 
not  to  yield  up  the  plain,  li- 
teral, folid'  reafons  of  their 
diffent  to  any  declamations, 
that  do  not  touch  the  point 
in  debate,  however  florid 
they  may  be.  The  other 
dafs  quit  the  church  on  ac- 
count of  the  men^  who  ad- 
ininifter  the  conftitution ; 
either,  they  fay,  their  doc- 
trines ar^  unfound,  or  their 
lives  immoral.  Thefe  deal 
very  largely  in  rhetorical  ob- 
jcdtions  againft  the  clergy, 
and  paint  in  glaring  colours 
^e  preaching  and  the  prac<> 


tices  of  the  men.  The  firft 
is  the  peaceable  way  of  dif- 
fen  ting.  It  reprobates  the 
conflitution  and  leaves  the 
men  to  the  mercy  of  God< 
Civil  liberty  empowers  them 
to  do  the  fird:  chriftianiry 
binds  them  to  obferve  the  lail* 

(4)  Refute  ohjeaioMs  fully ^ 
Quintilian  fays,  it  is  as  much 
harder  to  defend  than  to  ac- 
Cufe,  as  to  heal  a  wound  it 
harder  than  to  make  one. 
**^  Non  fine  caufa  tamen  dif- 
ficilius  femper  eft  creditam 
(quo  Cicero  faspe  teftacor) 
defendere  quam  accafare  -  - 
proponitur  enim  uno  modo, 
varie  di^blvitur  -  —  hinc 
mille  flex  us  et  artes  delide* 
rantur  -  •  -  accufationibus 
etiam  mediocres  in  dicenda 
fufHcerunt :  bonus  defenfor 
nemo,  nifl  qui  eloquentiffi- 
mus  fuit.  Nam  ut  quod  ien- 
tio  femel  f]niam,tanto  eft  ac- 
cufare  quam  defendere 
quanto  facere  quam  fanar^ 
Yulnera  facilius."  Inft*  v, 
13   eh  Refutatiq^e* 

Chriftianity  was  formed 
perfed  by  Jefus  Chrift  as  the 
human  body  was  made  by 
the  creator,  and  in  its  ori<« 
ginal  (impiicity  it  require4 
nothing  of  literary  (kill  ta 
anfwer  obje£lions,  for  its  ene<« 
mies  could  fay  nothing 
azainft  it  worth  hearing:  bu^ 
after  it  fell  into  t)ie  butcher* 
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Mere,  it  may  be  afked,  whether  in  dating  ob- 
jedions  to  be  anfwered  it  be  proper  to  propofc 
them  all  together  at  once,  and  then  come  to  the 
anfwers,  or  whether  they  ftiould  be  propofed  and 
anfwered  one  by  one  ?  I  fuppofe  difcretional  good 
fenfe  muft  ferve  for  both  guide  and  law  upon  tivs 
fubje£t.  If  three  or  four  objedions  regard  only 
Me  part  of  the  text,  if  each  may  be  propofed  and 
anfwered  in  a  few  words,,  it  would  not  be  amifs  to 
propofe  thefe  objeftions  all  together,  diftinguiQiing 
them  however  by  firft — fecond^-third — this  may 
be  done  agreeably :  but  if  thefe  objeftions  regard 
different  parts  of  the  text,  or  different  matters,  if 
they  require  to  be  propofed  at  full  length,  and  if 
it  would  alfo  take  fomc  time  to  anfwer  them,  it 
would  be  an  impertinence  to  propofe  them  all  to- 
gether. In  fuch  a  cafe  they  muft  be  propofed  and 
anfwered  apart  (5) 

XXIII. 


If  hands  of  bad  men,  who 
£ril  chopped  it  in  pieces  and 
deftroyed  its  form,  and  then 
made  it  up  again  ancfther 
form  as  feemed  good  to  the 
makers,  it  became  very  ob- 
jectionable, and  learning  and 
{kill  became  requisite  quali- 
lications  of  its  defenders. 
The  only  way,  then,  of  fo- 
il Jly  defending  chriilianity 
is  the  art  of  difentangling 
the  original,  and  of  placing 
it  in  its  primitive  fhape. 

(5)  Seme  ohjeSiions  muft  bt 
fiattd  feparatetyy  and  others 
ail  together.  That  ineflimable 
fer  of  fcrmons  again  ft  popery, 
which  was  preached  by  our 
xniniilers  at  Sakers'  hall  in 
1735>  affords  a  beautiful  ex« 


emplification  of  our  author's 
rule.  Irhe  fet  contains  our 
objedions  againft  popery. 
Each  of  thefe  was  propofed 
apart.  Mr.  Barker  opened 
tike  ledure  with  a  general 
charge  of  corruption— Doc- 
tor Chandler  followed,  and 
objcfted  againft  the  paped 
notes  of  the  church — Mr. 
Neal  came  next  and  deftroyed 
popifh  fupremacy^^Mr.  Smyth 
examined  infallibility'^'DtiC' 
tor  Wright  confidered  tradi* 
//«»— Dodor  Harris  tran/uh- 
fiantiationi  and  fo  on.  Each 
article  is  an  objedion  againft 
popery,  and  it  was  fair  and 
proper  to  examine  each 
apart :  but  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  in  examining  e^ch  arti- 
cle 
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XXIII. 

Consider  Charactirs  of— Majestv — Mean** 
NESS— iNFiRMiTY— Necessity — Utility*-* 

Evidence,  &c.  (6) 

Majesty,  and  Magnanimity. 

Take  an  example  of  this  from  John  xiv.  i.  Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubkdy  you  believe  in  Gody  believe 

alfi 


cle  to  feparate  tlie  feverat 
objedlionsy  that  there  are 
again  ft  each,  and  to  refate 
them  apart.  They  are,  there* 
fore»  in  fome  of  the  iermons 
fiated  all  together.  Thus  Doc- 
tor Harris.  "  The  Trent 
catcchifm  fays — That  the  fa- 
crament  is  the  true  body  of 
Chrifly  which  was  born  of 
the  virgin,  and  is  now  in 
lieaveil,  together  with  his 
Ibul  and  divinity-— That  it  is 
entire  in  every  part  of  the 
bread,  and  every  drop  of  the 
wine^-that  no  part  of  the 
fubilance  of  bread  and  wine 
renMins-— tiiat  the  accidents 
of  bread  and  wine,  which  do 
remain,  are  in  no  fubjef^, 
but  exift  by  themfelves  in  a 
wonderful  manner,  and 
which  is  not  too  curioufly  to 
be  inquired  into  -  -  -  This 
is  the  foint  I  am  to  debate  ac 
this  time.*'  It  was  ^fmartly 
faid  by  Doctor  Hughes  in 
the  next  fermon,  which  was 
againft  the  popilh  veneration 
of  faints;  *'  there  is  one 
faint,  who,  I  fear,  does  not 
eome  in  for  his  fliare  of  de- 


votions ...  it  is  one  Saint 
Mathurin,  who,  it  feems,  has 
an  admirable  noftrum  for  the 
cure  offoUfJ* 

(6)  ConjUer  charaOirs,  As 
there  are  certain  pdrfonal 
qualities  peculiar  to  each  in* 
dividual,  and  to  defcribe 
thefe  is  to  cbaraSeritu  the 
man,  fo  there  are  cert^a 
peculiarities,  which  belong 
to  expreffion,  and  theie  pe* 
collars,  whatever  tbcy  arc, 
are  the  charaders,  or  diftin* 
gai|iing  marks  of  each  ex* 
preifion.  There  are  as  many 
of  thefe  as  there  are  intelJi- 
gent  emotions,  Which  expreis 
themfelves  in  language;  for 
proper  langaage  is  all  ex* 
preffion  of  emotion*  Evta 
tones^  without  articulation, 
are  charaderiftical,  that  is 
to  fay,  they  exprefs  fear,  joy, 
anger,  and  fo  on  ;  and  there 
are  cafes  in  which  filence  is 
cbaradteriftical.  Our  aa- 
thor's  rule,  then,  is  founded 
in  the  nature  of  things. 

There  is  a  kind  of  fympa- 

thy  between  intelligence  and 

expreffion.    Mean   thoughts 

cannot 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    23S    )/ 

alfo  in  mi.  Thdb  words  are  chara£terizcd  by  a  ma-^ 
jefty^  which  exalts  Jcfus  Chrift  above  all  ordinary 
paftors,  and  above  all  the  prophets;  for  who  befide 
the  fon  of  God  could  fay,  Te  believe  in  God^  believe 
alfo  in  me?  Thcfc  words  equal  Jefus  Chrift  to  the 
eternal  father,  ^nd  make  him  the  objeft  of  our 
faith  and  confidence  as  well  as  the  father  \  for  they 
imply  that  faithful  fouls  may  repofe  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  power,  protection  and  government, 
and  that  the  (badow  of  his  wings  will  diifipate  the 
forrows  of  their  minds^  and  leave  .no  more  room 
for  fear.  (7) 

You 


caimot  be  dignified  by  lan- 
guage, and  mach  laogna^e 
only  ^ves  the  whole  the  air 
of  flxrivelled  fruits.  On  the 
contrary,  nsagnanunity  of 
thought  fliines  through  lan- 
guage juft  as  fome  lovely  fe- 
male features  fparkle  through 
a  chin  gauze  vail.  The  fym- 
pathy  lies  not  in  the  quan- 
tity; but  in  xlxt/ort  of  ftyle. 
Iionginus  treats  of  this  in  his 
ninth  fe^on»  and  calls  fub- 
lime  language /4€y0t^e9f^(ri/m 
et'irn'XJi^(ji.(f,t  eccho  magnrtudi- 
nis  animi.  The  holy  fcrip- 
tures  inculcate  the  fame  idea : 
a  fooVs  voict  is  known  bj  a 
multitudi  of  words f  a  fool's 
/peeckt  or  fiyle  is  charafleriz- 
ed  by  an  exuberance  of  terms 
'■^bidrken  to  the  voice  of  my 
nu9rds:  Job  xxxiv.  16. — Tht 
-  rulers  kmnu  not  the  voices  of 
the  prophets:  Adts  xiii-  27. 
— "Paul's  epiftles  are  weighty 
and  powerful:  2  Cor.  x.  io« 
«  -^The  Jbeep  know  the  jhep^ 
herd's  voice  :  John  x.  4. 
Vol.  II. 


(7)  CbaraBer  of  majeftj. 
It  was  propheiied  of  tht  MeA 
fiahy  be  Jball  feed  in  the  ma- 
jjtfty  of  the  name  of  the  Lord 
bis  God\  that  is  to  fay,  he 
fliall  teach  a  fublime  do^rine, 
and  he  ihall  rule  like  Qod 
with  an  irreMible  authority. 
Micah  V.  4.  Jefus  of  Naza- 
reth exaflly  anfwers  this  de- 
fcription.  The  truth  of 
his  do£b-ine  is  the  fublimity 
of  it»  and  the  d^monftration» 
that  attends  it,  carries  along 
with  it  the  foft  impelling 
fway  of  irrefi  ft  ible  convidion» 
forming  principles  of  felf- 
fuafion  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak) 
within  the  foul  of  eacn  dif« 
ciple.  There  are  various  de- 
grees of  the  fublimity  of 
truth.  The  whole  truth  of  a 
gnat  or  an  acorn  would  form 
a  noble  body  of  fcience  : 
what  mud  the  truth  of  God 
be !  Him  no  man  bad  etur 
feen  ;  he  inhabited  light  that 
none  could  approach  \  yet  all 
human    felicity    lay  in   the 

G  g  know- 
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'  You  fee  alfo  a  charafter  of  tendemefs  and  infi- 
nite love  towards  his  difciples,  which  appears  in 
the  affurance,  with  which  he  infpires  them,  and  in 
the  promife,  which  he  tacitly  makes  them,  of  al- 
ways powerfully  fupporting,  and  never  forfaking 
them.  The  fame  charafters,  or  others  like  them, 
may  be  obferved  in  all  this  difcourfe  of  our  Savi- 
our, which  goes  on  to  the  end  of  the  fixteenth 
chapter.  As  in  thefe  words,  I  am  the  loay^  the 
truths  and  the  life — in  thefe.  He  that  hath  feen  me^ 
Philips  hath  feen  the  father^— in  thefe,  JVhatfoever  ye 
ajk  in  try  name  I  will  do  it — and  again  m  thtfe, 

IwiU 


7 be  only 
I  fall 


knowledge  of  him. 
hegotten^tbe  Father  was 
ct  true  ideas  of  hiin»  and, 
being  alfo  fall  of  gracef  he 
declared  him  to  us ;  declared 
the  mod  fublime  fabjedi  in 
the  mod  majellick  manner. 
It  was  the  moice  of  the  Lwd^ 
powerful  and  full  of  tnajefly. 
Pfal.  xxix.  4. 

The  text  above  is,  as  our 
author  obferves,  no  incom- 
petent proof  of  our  Lord's 
divinity.  Te  believe  /«  God 
•  -  -  belie've  alfo  in  MB.  What 
an  afTociation  of  ideas !  Had 


prophet    prefumed   to 
titter  fuch 


ever 

language  as  this  ? 
This  is  one  of  the  many 
texts,  that  difgrace-  the  cha- 
radter  of  Chrift  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  his  divinity  is 
denied.  He  afibciated  him- 
felf  as  a  ground  of  confi- 
dence with  the  Father,  and 
proffofes  both  together  to  the 
faith  of  his  difciples.  A 
dangerous  aHbciation  if  he 
were  a  mere  man ! 


This  text  affords  a  proof 
of  that  obfcurity,  which  the 
poverty  of  language  necefla- 
rily  flieds  on  fentiment.  The 
copious     greek      language, 
which     makes,  a    thoufand 
words  out  of  one  verb,    it 
after  all  obliged  to  expreft 
an  indicative  and  an  impera- 
ti*ve  fentiment  by  the  fame 
term  ;   and  there  are  cafes, 
in  which  it  will  be  hard  to 
.  come  at  the  precife  idea  of 
the      fpeaker.     The      verb 
TiTiviTi   in  this   text  is  of 
this  kind ;  and  its  ambiguity 
of  mood  has  given  rife  to 
four  readings  of  the  text. — 
I,  Ye  do  believe  in  God  :  ye 
do  alfo  believe  in  me  :  be  not 
troubled  then — a.  Belfen/e  in 
God:    belie've    alfo   in   me: 
and  give  yourfelves  no  far- 
ther trouble — 3.  Believe   in 
God :  ye  do  believe  iit  me ; 
thus  you  will  be  free -from 
anxiety — 4.  Ye  do  believe  in 
God :    believe   alfo  in   me : 
and   make   yourfelves  eafy. 
Our 
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/  wiS  not  leave  you  orphans  (8)  /  will  come  to  you* 
In  general,  we  fee  almoft  in  every  vcrfe  majefty, 

tender- 


Our  beft  criticks  adopt  the 
fecond  reading,  becaufe  it 
is  not  ufaal  in  fcripture  ftyle 
to  ufe  tb«  fame  verb  in  the 
ikine  fentence  in  both  moods 
p— and  becaufe  it  agrees  with 
the  apparent  defign  of  the 
'  fpcaker,  which  wgs  to 
ftrengthen  the  courage  and 
comfort  of  the  difciples  by 
firengthening  their  faith. 
Vid.  PqH  Syncff.  in  loc. 

(8)  1  nji^ll  net  lewve  you 
§rpbans.  Ovk,  Aptiffu  vfJL^ 
op9<uro(/f,  Non  relinquam  vos 
0rics,  i.  e.  /oios^  et  prxfentia 
mea   ac     gratia     deftitutos. 


potenter  protegam*  This, 
as  our  author  julUy  obferves, 
is  charaderized  with  tender^ 
ne/s.  CbriH  is  a  perfon  of 
genuine  affedion;  fenfibility 
to  human  woe  is  his  real  cba^ 
ra^er.  To  exprefs  this  he 
defcribes  his  emotions  by 
imagery  of  the  teidereft  kind. 
Is  there  in  nature  a  more  pi- 
tiable obje£i  than  an  expofed 
orphan  f  Is  there  a  nobler 
idea  than  this  of  an  e^er^ 
ii'ving  /atber,  an  everlafting 
patron  ?  I  venture  to  alter 
and  adapt  four  lines  to  the 
fubjea. 


Vefter  ero  patronns,  et  vos 

with  head  declined. 

Like  a  fair  flowV  furchargM  with  dew,  he  wept. 
And  words  addreff'd  feem'd  into  tears  diflblvM, 
Wetting  the  borders  of  his  homely  garb. 

Milton,  Sam/l  Jgon. 


^  ftudei^t  of  divinity  cannot 
help  obfervipg  four  things  on 
this  fubjed.  j.  Afingidarity 
of  charaQer  in  Chr^.  He 
had  every  thing  hun[ian  in 
the  higheft  perfedion.  His 
joya  were  grave-r-his  griefs 
were  juii«^his  gentleneis  and 
his  goodnefs,  his  inflexibilicy 
and  his  humanity,  all  his 
excellencies  were  in  perfe6t 
harmony  with  each  other, 
and  all  moved  on  in  the  fo- 
lemn  (late  of  all  the  other 
coinplete  works  of  nature.— 
2.  ^be  inbumanity  of  fome  of 
bis  pretended  dijciples*  Com* 
pare  the  fentimeats  and  Ian* 


guage  of  pretended  patrons 
of  the  church  with  thofe  of 
our  divine  patron.  Unfeel- 
ing authors  of  ecclefiaftical 
woe!  who  taught  yon  to 
blufler,  and  order^  and  cnrfe 
in  the  church  I — 3.  Tbe  triit 
cbaraStr  of  an  original  dif^ 
cifle  ofjefus.  Like  his  di- 
vine mafter  his  foul  diffolves 
at  human  mifery,  and  his 
beneficent  hands  relieve  it* 
Conformity  to  modes  and 
forms  may  make  per/ona^  4 
maik  in  grammar,  and  a 
parfon .  in  law  :  bat,  good 
God !  how  different  is  evai^* 
gelical  fenfibilitx  of  Ib^l 
'     Gg  2  from 
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tcndcrncfs,  love  of  holincfs,  confidence  of  viftorjr, 
and  other  fuch  charaflcrs^  which  it  is  important 
to  remark.  (9) 

Meanness  and  Inpirmity. 

You  will  very  often  obferve  characters  of  mean- 
nefs  and  infirmity  in  the,  words  and  adtions  of  the 

dif- 


from  all  this !— 4.  The  naturt 
and  ufi  of  afftSifm  in  4 
preacher.  O  how  deep  into 
the  heart  go  thofe  periods, 
which  are  Town  in  the  un- 
forced, uninvited  tears  of 
the  preacher!  S.  Paors  laft 
fermon  to  the  Epheiians  was 
delivered  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
his  pattern.  He  delivered  it 
•with  many  tears ;  the  people 
•wept  fore-^fell  on  his  neck-^ 
kij[ed  the  departing,  fervant 
of  God — and  farrowed  mhfi 
of  ail  for  the  nuordsj  ivhicb 
he  fpaket  that  they  Jheuid  fee 
his  face  no  more.  Afts  xx. 
18,37,38, 

(9)  Obfer*oation  of  char ae^ 
ters  is  important.  The  great 
cnnfequence  of  this  will  ap- 
pear by  one  fingle  confide- 
ration.  All  perfeft  produc- 
tions have  properties  real  and 
excellent.  Some  xmperfeft 
beings,  not  having  thefe 
properties,  endeavour  to  aS 
them.  When  a  vaflal  adts 
like  a  baron,  we  fay  he  lords 
it,  and  when  a  bad  man 
drives  to  aa  the  charaftcr  of 
a  good  one,  without  endea- 
vouring to  obtain  qualities 
e/Tcntisd  to  a  good  m«n«  we 


juftly  confider  him  at  an  ec-> 
clefitftical  ftage-player,  and 
call  him  a  hypocrite^,  a  moral 
difTembler  with  bafy  Uer^ 
Lewis  the  fourteenth  is  faid 
to  have  pofreffed  none  of  tb« 
qualities  of  a  king :  but  to 
have  aded  the  part  of  one 
as  well  as  he  could.  This  is 
what  our  James  I.  called 
kingcraft^  of  which.  God 
knows,  the  jpoot  foul  had 
very  little !  There  is  in  the 
church  prieftcfafc — prophet- 
craft*^chriiUancraft ;  that  is 
to  fay,  wicked  men  have 
found  it  worth  their  while 
to  try  to  a£t  the  parts  of 
men,  who  really  pofleiled 
the  qualities,  that  conftitute 
thefe  charafters. 

The  auguft  charaftcr  of 
the  MefBah  has  been  at- 
tempted by  impoftors  (See 
Jofeph.  de  hell  Jud.  L.  vi, 
E.  5.  5.  2.)  *  Now  as  h  ia 
important  to  difHnpoifh  the 
true  Chrift  from  falk  Chrifts, 
fo  it  moil  be  of  confequence 
thoroughly  to  inform  chriA 
tians  of  the  real  charader  of 
our  inimitable  jefus.  More- 
over, as  he  is  to  be  humblj 
imittted  by  his  difpples,  it 
4« 
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dHcipled  of  JeTus  Chrift.  As  when  they  alked 
kim,  Wik  tb<m  at  this  time  reftore  again  the  kingdom 
to  Ifrael?  Adts  \.6.  (i)  You  fee,  even  after  the 
refurrcftion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  they  were  full  of  that 
low  and  carnal  idea,  which  they  had  entertained^ 
of  a  temporal  Melliah.  (2) 

You 


15  neceffary  they  ihould  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with 
their  model.      See   W.  i. 

( 1 )  Riftore  the  kingdom^  &c. 
There  are  (fays  Calvin)  as 
many  errors  as  words  in  this 
qneition«  They  dream  of 
an  iarihij  *  kingdom  -  -  - 
they  affign  the  timt  -  -  they 
ibot  out  the  gentiles*  reilrain- 
iog  the  kingdom  to  I/rtul  •  * 
they  would  know  what  was 
net  1-evealed,  whereas  true 
wifdom  is  to  ftop  in  learning 
where  Chrift  our  mafter 
paufes  in  teaching.  Hence 
he  properly  infers  the  abfur- 
dity  01  aiming  to  be  w/i 
0bivi  njtfbmi  is  ^writtim^  and 
reproves  iuch  as  love  to  deal 
in  dark  myfteries,  either  in 
things  not  revealed  at  all,  or 
but  darkly  and  obfcurel^ 
mentioned.     C«/v«  in  A3*  2. 

(2)  Th€  idim  0/  a  temporal 
Miffiab  it  mimn  and  carnal. 
This  mean  idea  hath  pof- 
ieiled  the  minds  of  profefled 
difciples  of  Chrift  in  all  ages. 
The  apoftles  ibon  flruggled 
through  fuch  low  fecular  no- 
tions :  but  a  very  lar^e  fuc- 
ceflion  of  their  pretended  fol- 
lowers have  expired  incura- 


ble under  this  difeafe.  Thef 
have  few  ideas  of  piety»  and 
none  of  dignity  detached 
from  the  worldly  parade  of 
rich  endowments,  palaces, 
cathedrals,  founding  titles 
and  gaudy  habits ;  ••  if  alt 
religion  were  nothing  but  a 
raree-(how.  The  pagans  re* 
proached  the  piimitive  chrif. 
tjans  for  not  Duilding  fpaci« 
ous  temples.  La&ntius, 
Arnobius,  Minntius  Felix, 
and  others  juftified  the  peo«  \ 
pie  of  God  by  fliewing— the 
natur$  of  the  deitv— the  kind 
of  worihip,  that  he  required 
•—the  inutility  and  dmngtr  of 
pomp  in  religion ;  and  fo  on* 
After  Conflantine  arrived  at 
the  throne,  riches  were 
fquandered  with  unparallel* 
ed  profufion  in  building  and 
adorning  publick  edifices  of 
religion.  £ufebius,  who 
preached  at  the  dedicatioa 
of  that  at  Tyre,  was  ib  in« 
fatuated  as  to  affirm,  that  ia 
the  fplendor  of  that  temple 
•was  accoropliihed  the  pro- 
phecy  of  Haggai,  who  had 
(aid,  the  gUry  rf  tbi  latter 
bonfijball  hi  grtattr  than  thai 
of  tbi  formtTy  ii.  9.  that  is» 
according  to  this  court  chap^ 
lain,  chriftians  fhall  buil4 
nobler 
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You  alfo  fee  a  rajb  curiqfity  in  their  delkiflg  (q 
know  the  times  and  feafons'  of  thofe  great  events, 
which  God  thought  fit  to  conceal. 
.  Obfcrvc  again,  Peter's  vifion.  A  great  fhect 
was  let  down  from  heaven,  and  filled  with  all  forts 
of  animals ;  a  voice  faid  to  him.  Rife  PeicTj  kiUand 
eat\  to  which  he  anfwcred,  NotfoLord^  for  I  have 
never  eaten  atrf  thing  that  is  common  and  unclean. 
You  fee  in  this  anfy^er  an  over-fcrupulous  confcience 
all  embjirrafled  with  legal  ceremonies ;  and  a  very 
dcfeftive  imperf(?6t  knpwlcdg?  of  gofpeU 
liberty.  (3) 

There 


nobler  temples  than  Jews 
builded.  Full  of  this  puerile 
plan,  they  imitated  the  old 
temple.  There  was  a  p^rcb 
for  (Irangers,  catechumens, 
and  penitents.  There  was  a 
choir,  like  the  holy  place^ 
for  believers;  and  emperors 
had  ftalls  at  the  upper  ends. 
There  was  alfo  a  iandlaary, 
or  a  moft  holy  place  for  ec- 
clefiafticks,  and  before  them 
flood  the  communion  table 
covered  with  finery,  after  the 
falhion  of  the  old  mercy- feat. 
Each  part  was  feparated  from 
the  other  by  baluilrades,  gilt 
and  adorned.  Such  palaces 
would  have  been  difgraced 
by  the  neat  plain  fimplicity 
of  common  dre^,  ana  now 
that  the  church  was  a  palace 
churchmen  muft  drefs  like 
princes,  and  bring  in  the  old 
Aaronical  habits.  Men  of 
real  abilities  and  true  piety 
9eds   for  they   knew    their 


Lord's  iin^dom  tvas  n§t  9f 
this  world.  How  could  the 
remnant  fill  up  the  time  de-. 
voted  to  religion?  A  ritual 
muft  be  prepared,  a  price 
paid  for  reading  it ;  and,  left 
mens  minds  (hould  hereafter 
revolt,  the  whole  mnft  be 
endowed  with  eftates,  and 
guarded  by  penakies.  Thas 
ro{t  popery  according, to  the 
prophecies  that  ^wemt  before, 
S.  Jerom,  S.  Bernard,  and 
many  others  have  clearly 
ihewn,  that  all  jpomp  is  in- 
jurious to  real  religion.  We 
fpeak  of  pomp  in  religiom 
otaly. 

(3)  What  God  hath  cleanf- 
ed  that  call  not  thou  com- 
mon. Tu.  eft  antithefis  q.  d. 
cum  Dems  leges  de  cibis  im* 
mundis  abrogaverit,  tu  bo^ 
muncio  inani  fcrupulo  a  qui* 
bufdam  tanquam  immundi^ 
ne  abftineas. 
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There  is  almoft  an  in&iite  number  of  texts  In 
the  new  teftament,  where  fuch  infirmities  appear^ 
and  you  muft  not  fail  to  remark  them  in  order  to 
prove, — 1.  That  grace  is  compatible  with  much 
human  weaknefs. — 2.  That  heavenly  light  arifes 
by  degrees  upon  the  mind,  and  that  it  is  with  the 
new  man  as  with  the  natural  man,  who  is  bom  an 
infant,  lifps  in  his  childhood,  and  arrives  at  per- 
fedion  infenfibly  and  by  little  and  little. — 3.  That 
the  ftrongcft  and  fartheft  advanced  Chriftiails 
ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  fince 
God  himfelf  does  not  break  the  hmifed  reed^  nor 
queneb  the  fmoaking  flax.  This  he  was  pleafed 
to  exemplify  in  the  mod  ample  manner  in 
.  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  was  upon 
earth.  (4) 

Neces- 


(4)  ChAraSers  of  meanmfs 
and  infirmity.  It  fhould  feeiDy 
there  are  two  dangeroas  ex- 
tremes incident  to  obferva- 
tions  of  this  kind.  Some  di- 
vines, on  the  one  hand,  ^t^ 
oy  thefe  charaflers  in  the 
penmen  of  fcripture,  }eil  by 
allowing  them  they  ihould 
weaken  the  evidences  of  their 
infpiration.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  the  biblical  writers 
have  better  claims  to  infpi- 
ration than  any  that  can  arife 
from  grammar  or  rhetorick 
of  ftyle,  or  even  at  places 
from  elevation  of  fentiment, 
or  abfolute  pcrfeftion  of  mo- 
ral rectitude.  'J  hey  never 
pretended  to  place  the  evi- 
dences of  their  minion  on 
fuch  precarious  grounds. 
They  lofe  nothing  of  their 
dignity  by  our  allowing  Mr* 


Claudc*s  rule.  The  other 
extreme  lies  in  calling  all 
that  meannefs  and  infirmity, 
which  does  not  fquare  with 
our  arbitrary  laws  of  dignity 
and  magnanimity.  Writers 
of  this  clafs  are  ^txy  free  in 
making  trammels  for  apbf- 
tles  to  amble  in  :  but  the  at- 
tempt is  raih,  and  generally 
difgraceful  to  the  underuker. 
Glorious  logick!  My  tutor 
would  have  faid  fo  and  fo. 
Ergo,  S.  Paul  ihould  have 
faid  fo!  In  regard  to  fyU^ 
tranflations  often  miflead 
preachers,  and  give  an  air 
of  meannefs  to  tCe  ftyle,  and 
a  low  turn  of  thought  to  the 
fubje£k.  God  commanded 
Ezekiel  during  the  captivity 
while  Ifrael  and  Judah  were 
two  kingdoms,  to  fignify  to 
the  captives  that  the  two 
king- 
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Necessity. 

Itt  r^ard  to  neceffity^  you  may  Very  often  re- 
mark this  in  explaining  the  doftrines  of  religion,: 
as  when  you  fpeak  of  the  miflion  of  Jefus  Chrift 
into  the  world — of  his  familiar  converfation  with 
men— of  his  death — refurreftion — and  afcenfion  to 
heaven,  &c.  for  you  may  not  only  confidcr  the 
truths  but  alfo  the  neceffity  of  each;  and  by  this 
mean  open  a  moft  beautiful  field  of  theological 
argument  and  elucidation.  (5)  ' 

The 


kingdoms  /hould  hereafter 
be  united,  and  incorporated 
into  one  civil  (late.  In  order 
to  oxprefs  this  by  a  vifible 
£gn,  as  ufaal,  the  Lord  or- 
dered him  to  take  tnvo  woodex 
iaBlefSf  to  write  upon  one 
Judabt  and  upon  the  other 
J/rael,  and  to  frame  them  fo 
that  they  might  be  jointed 
together,  and  become  one  in 
his  hand.  Our  tranflators 
Mndered  the^hrafe  tiuofiicks^ 
Xzek.  xxxvii.  1 6.  A  certain 
preacher  (I  fear  it  was  Mat. 
Mead)  took  this  text,  and, 
as  he  thought— that  "  they 
were  faggot  fiicks-^thzt  dry 
flicks  would  fnap — that  fag- 
gots muft  be  made  up  either 
while  the  fap  was  in  the 
wood,  or  after  it  had  been 
foaked  weH  in  water— and 
that  humiliation  would  foak 
and  fofreo  his  auditors*'— he 
ventured  to  conclude  with 
•*  Firft,  An  ufe  of  humbling, 
that  the  people  of  God  fhould 
be  t^ofiUks:  and  Secondly, 


An  ttfe  of  rejoicing  that  God 
had  made  the  tnjooftich  mm.** 
I  know  not  who  poblilhed 
this  fermon,  for  the  title 
page  is  gone  i  but  the  fault 
IS  too  common* 

(5)  Niceffity.  This  is  one 
of  the  many  abftrad  terms» 
which  ftand  for  things^  that 
are  not  as  though  they  were. 
Mr.  Claude  feems  to  take  it 
in  general  for  what  is  fit  and 
proper  in  the  nature  of  things, 
and  what,  therefore,  is  an 
eflential  part  of  the  whole. 
S.  Paul  inuftrates  the  gofpel 
by  this  topick  in  his  epiftle 
to  the  Hebrews — ^Thcre  Is 
made  of  necej/ity  a  change  of 
the  law«— it  is  of  ntaffity  this 
man  have  fomewhat  to  offer 
—there  muft  of  maj/ttj  be 
'the  death  of  the  teftaror. 
Heb.  vii.  12.  viii.  3.  ix«  i6. 

In  .this  plain  popular  fenie^ 
it  Ihottid  teem,  the^word  jm* 
ceffity  IS  friendly  to  religion : 
but  in  its  metaphyficai  mean- 
ing it  is  a  (ource  of  iinpro* 
Etable 
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The  fame  may  be  affirmed  of  fending  the  com- 
forter,  that  is,  the  holy  ghoft  into  the  world ;  in 
explaining  thefe  words.  Twill  j?r^  the  father  and 
be  Jhall  give  you  another  comforter^  John  xiv.  16. 
You  may  very  properly  confider  the  neceflity  of 
this  comforter*^  either  becaufe  without  his  light 
and  help  we  can  never  releafe  ourfelves  from  the 
bondage  of  fin  and  fatan — or  becaufe  without  his 
affiftance  all  that  Jefus  Chrift  has  done  in  the 
ceconomy  of  falvation  would  be  entirely  ufelefs  to 
us.  You  may  alfo  oblerve  the  neceflity  of  his 
eternal  abode  with  us — becaufe  it  is  not  enough  to 
be  once  converted  by  his  efficacious  power,  we 
need  his  continual  prefence  and  efficacy  to  carry  on 
and  finifli  the  work  of  fanftification  5  otherwife  w« 
ihould  quickly  relapfe  inta  our  firft  condition.  (6) 

Utility. 


£table  difpatation,  carious 
9S  chafms  in  rocks,  and  like 
them  daagerous  to  common 
travellers.  See  Butitr*s  Ana- 
logy^  cb.yr,  Locke* sEJ/hy,iu 
21.  Limbo)rch — La^w — Leii' 
nitx — Clarkc^Hobhes-^Spi- 
naxa.  Sec,  Sec. 

(6)  Nece^fy  of  the  holy 
fpirit,  Urias  ergo  et  idem 
fpiritus,  qui  in  prophetis  et 
^pofloHs,  ibi  parce  datus, 
hic  large  commodati/s ;  nee 
tamen  ante  refurredlionem 
domini  exhibitus,  fed  per  re- 
furredionem  Chrifti  contri- 
butus.  Rogabo  enim,  aiebat» 
patrem  et  alium  advocatum 
dabit  vobis,  ut  mohifcum  Jit 
in  aternum.  Et  quoniam  do- 
minus  in  coelos  e/Tet  abiturus 
paracletam  difcipulis  necejfu' 
rio  dabat,  ne  illps  quodam- 
jnodo  papilloc  qood  miliimc 

Vol.  11. 


decebat  relinqueret,  et  fine 
advocato  et  quodam  tutore 
defereret.  Hic  efl  enim  qui 
ipforum  animos  mentefqud 
firmavit*  qui  evange)ica  fa- 
cramenta  difUnxit,  qui  in 
ipfls  illuminator  rerum  divi- 
narum  fuit,  quo  confirmati 
pro  nomine  domini  nee  car- 
ceres  nee  vincula  timuerunr. 
quinimo  ipfas  fee uli  potef-', 
tatesy  et  tormenta  calcave- 
runt,  armati  jam  fcilicet  per 
ipfum  atque  firmati,  ha* 
bentes  in  fe  dona,  quae  hic 
idem  fpiritus  ecclefiae  Chrifli 
rponfac  quad  quxdam  orna- 
nienta  diftribuit  et  dirigit. 
Hic  eft  enim,  qui  prophecas 
in  ecclefla  conftitult,  ma- 
giftros  erudit,  linguas  dirigit, 
virtutes  et  fanicates  facit, 
opera  mirabilia  gerit,  dif- 
cretiones  fpirituum  porrigir, 
H  h  guber. 
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Utilitv. 

Where  a  thing  does  not  appear  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary»  yoQ  may  remark  its  utility :  as — in  fome 
partiodar  miracles  of  Jefus  Chrift-^in  fome  pecu* 
liar  affliftions  of  the  faithful*^in  the  manner  in 
which  S.  Paul  was  converted — and  in  an  infinite 
number  of  fubjefts  which  prefent  themielvts  tea 
preacher  to  be  difcufled.  (7) 

Evidence. 


gnbernationes  contribuit, 
c^nfiHa  fonerit,  quaeqae  alia 
font  charilmatam  dona  com- 
ponic  et  digerit*  et  ideo  ec- 
clefiam  domioi  undiqae  et 
in  omnibus  perfedam  etcon- 
fummatain  facit.  Erudiuntor 
cnim  in  illo,  et  per  ipfan 
corpora  noftra  ad  immoru- 
litatem  proficere,  dum  adde- 
creta  ipfios  difqint  fe  node- 
ranter  temperare.  Hie  eft 
enim,  qui  contra  carnem 
defiderat,  qaia  caro  contra 
ipfuin  repuvnat.  Hie  eft, 
qui  inexplebiles  cupiditates 
coercet,  immoderatas  libidi- 
nes  fraogity  illicitos  ardores 
extinguic,  flagrantes  impetus 
vincitj  ebrietates  rejicit,  ava- 
ritias  repellit,  luxuriofas 
commelTatioaes  fugit,  cari- 
tatea  ned^it,  aflfefiiones  con* 
llringity  &c.  Hie  in  apofto- 
lisChrifto  teftimoninm  red- 
dity  in  martyrihus  conftan- 
tern  fidem  rehgionis  oftendit, 
in  virginibut  admirabilem 
continentiam  fignatae  chari- 
tatis  includity  in  casteris  in- 
corrnpca  et  iocontaminata 
dodrinae  dominies  jura  ca(^ 
codit,  luBTCticos  deftruit,  per* 


verfcs  corrigit,  infidelta  ar- 
guity    fimnlatores     oftendic, 
improbos   quoque    corrigit; 
ccclefiam  incorruptam  et  in« 
violatam  perpetux  rirginita- 
tis  et  veritatis  fan^itate  csf- 
todit."  Novat.  it  Trim.  c.  29. 
(7)   Ob/er*vi  niility.     Ac 
cording  to  our  anthor»  it  waa 
abfolutely  necefiary  for  the 
Mefiiah  to  prove  bis  million 
bv  miracleii:   but  it  waa  not 
abfolutely  neceifar^r  for  him 
to  work  them  in  this  Tillage 
rather  than  in  that.    It  is  ab* 
foltttely  neceflary  for  belierers 
to  be  affliAed  :  but  it  is  not 
neceflary  for  each  believer  to 
fuiier  the  fame  ki^d  and  the 
fame  degree  of  afflidion.  The 
converfioB  of  Saul  was  necef* 
fary :  but  the  manner  of  ic 
was  not  fo.    Thus  by  dif« 
tinguifliing  two  forts  of  ac- 
tions he  conciliates  neceffity 
and  free  agency.    Thus  we 
affirm    in    general— private 
prayer  is  neceflary :  the  time 
and  place  of  offering  it  arbt* 
trary— <harity  to  the  poor  la 
neceflary :  the  way  of  admi* 
niftering  it  arbitrary :  and  fi> 
oa.    AU  this  is  plain^  popo^ 
lar. 
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EviDENCB. 

Evidence  muft  be  particularly  prefled  in  articles, 
which  are  difputed^  or  which  are  likely  to  be  con- 
troyerted.  (8)    For  example.  Were  you  to  treat 

of 


lar,  and 'edifying;  and  here 
OB  theft  fubjeifts  the  pulpit 
Ihoald  pasfe.  Meuphylical 
refinenents  may  proceed  in 
private^  or  in  the  fchoob»  a 
great  deal  farther;  and^  if 
the  SAvefi^tor  lofe  himfelf 
very  little  damage  will  be 
done:  but  to  puzzle  and 
perplex  plain  chriftians  with 
theexqai£te  fubtilties  of  the 
fchoola  it  a  moft  intolerable 
abttfe  of  divinity.  Did  ever 
man  exift^  who  nnderftood 
the  following  proportions  ? 
If  unintelligible,   where   it 

their  utUity? Alas!  J 

forgot  myfelf.  They  are 
OMul.  **  The  ittfiaion  of 
nature  deferveth  God's  dam- 
nation-^works  before  ^race 
do  not  deferve  erace  ot  con- 

fruiijh-^od  doth  nvorJi  invi- 
bly  in  us  by  infant-bajptifm, 
and   by    it   doth    quicken, 
ilrengthen,  and  confirm  our 
yittth  in  him.    £pi/cofa/ ar* 
ficlts^  ix,  xiiiyxxv. 

Utility.  There  is  no  rule 
of  elucidation  more  impor- 
tant than  this.  Nothing  can 
be  more  abfurd  than  to  la« 
boor  to  eftabliih  a  point  in  a 
popular  difcourfe,  which  the 
people  are  incapable  of  ap* 
pjymg  to  fome  good  nfetnl 
^oral  parpofe  at  home.  Some 


of  onr  minifters  love  to  ex- 
cite the  diligence  of  their 
people  by  repreftnting  the 
chnAian  fabbath  as  a  market* 
day,  and  the  truths  of  the 
ffofpel  as  wares  expofed  to 
lale;  and  the  idea  is  not 
wholly  unfcriptural,  feelfai. 
Iv.  I,  a,  &c.  But  is  it  worth 
while,  on  fuch  days,  to  neg- 
led  real  bufinefs,  in  order  to 
tickle  the  fancies  of  idlers  by 
rope-dancinff^vending  trin- 
kets—or exhibiting  a  ihow- 
box!  Compared  with  fuch 
harlequins,  yon  bufy  honeft 
fellow,  who  fells  rufh-rope 
to  the  thatcher,  and  fickles 
and  rakes  to  the  labouring 
rnfticks,  is  a  pillar  of  a  com* 
m unity,  a  moft  readable 
member  of  fociety. 

(8)  Ewdinu.  Our  author 
foppofes,  evidence  arifes  to 
fome  truths  from  forroand* 
ing  cireumftamciS'^zi  from 
place— qianner  of  exfttfEion. 
-— &c.  &c.  and  he  lubjoina 
an  example,  to  which,  m$ 
contraries  illuftrate  each 
other,  we  wDl  add  the  fol« 
lowing* 

A  certain  fupralapfiu-ian 
divine  preached  hom  i  Chro. 
iv.  22.  and  ibefi  4»r$  ancifnt 
thimfjf  and  endeavoured  to 
eftabliih  in  his  fermon  the 

H  h  2  fnpra-* 
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of  the  fecond  commandment  in  oppofition  to  the 
cuftom  and  pradice  of  worlhipping  images  in  the 
church  of  Rome,  yQU  (hould  prefs  the  evidence  of 
the  words.  As,  i.  It  has  pleafed  God  to  place 
this  confimand  not  in  fome  obfcure  part  of  revela- 
tion :  but  in  the  mtnral  law^  in  that  law,  cverjr 
word  of  which  he  caufed  to  proceed  from  the 
midit  of  the  flames. 

2.  He 


fupralapfarian  fyftem  of  the 
order  of  God's  decrees  in  op- 
pofition to  fublapfarianifm — 
the  let/e  of  God  was  an  an- 
cient thing— the  fetting  up 
of  Chrift  as  the  conjenant-bead 
of  his  people  was  an  anci* 
cnt  thing — and  fo  on.  Cer- 
tainly the  good  man's  text 
formed  a  i^rong  prejudice 
againft  his  dodlrine;  for  it 
is  placed  not  in  a  difcourfe 
concerning  redemption  :  but 
in  a  genealogy  interlined 
with  here  and  there  a  hido- 
rJcal  anecdote.  Some  of 
thefc  families  were  craftf- 
men,  and  inhabited  fuch  a 
part  of  the  country— others 
wrought  in  pottery  and  dwelt 
in  fuch  a  part — fuch  a  family 
had  a  linnen  manufa£lory — 
and  fuch  a  houfe  were  lords 
of  the  foil*-one  was  allied  to 
the  royal  family  of  Egypt— 
another  had  two  wives— 
and  thefc  are  ancient  tradr- 
iions — or  thefe  are  extrafted 
from  ancient  records.  Is  not 
the  place  of  this  line  proof  of 
its  meaping?  We  refer  to 
verfcs  14 — 23 — 21—22.  32 
—18— 5  • 


E<oideHce  muft  be  urged  im 
coHtreverted  peints.  It  is  fa- 
ihionable  with  many  divines 
to  boail  of  their  averiion  to 
con tro verfy»  and  to  make  a 
merit  of  teaching  only  fuch 
doQrines  as  are  not  difpata- 
ble.  What  a  poor  picte  of 
buiinefs  is  this  !  Is  there  any 
one  dodrine  of  natural  or 
revealed  religioni  which  is* 
not  controverted?  Does  not 
every  dcift  deny  our  bible, 
and  every  atheift  the  being 
of  our  God?  A  man,  there- 
fore, who  determines  to 
teach  only  undifputed  arti- 
cles, determines  Ipjo  faSo  to 
teach  nothing  at  all. 

The  infpired  writings  da 
not  countenance  any  fuch 
notions.  The  whole  jewifh 
religion  is  ftyled  Jeho-vab^s 
contro'verjy,  Hof.  iv.  1. 
Micah  vi.  2.  Ter.  xxv.  31. 
The  Jewifh  pofity  coniidered 
all  civil  and  ecclefiaflical 
matters  as  controvertible, 
and  provided  very  properly 
for  the  deciiion  Of  all  cafes. 
2  Chron.  xix.  8,  &c.  The 
whole  book  of  Job  is  a  con- 
iroverfy.  The  minillry  of 
our 
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t.  He  ufcs  not  only  the  term  ifMgej  but  7/*^- 
nefsy  and  fpccifics  even  the  likcneflcs  of  aU  the 
things  in  the  world,  of  thofe  which  arc  in  beavm 
aifivsy  of  thofe  which  are  in  the  earth  hneath^  and 
of  thofe  which  are  under  the  earth. 

3.  In  order  to  prevent  all  the  frivolous  objec- 
tions of  the  human  mind,  he  goes  yet  farther,  not 
only  forbidding  the  worjhip^ng  of  them,  but  alfo 
the  making  ufe  of  them  in  any  manner  of  way*; . 
and,  which  Ls  more,  he  even  forbids  the  making  of 
them.  Tbou  Jhak  not  bow  down  tbyfelf  to  tbem^ 
TJbouJbaU  notfirve  them.  Thou  Jhak  net  make  unto 
tbte  aiff  ffraven  imager  &c, 

4.  Add 


our  Saviour  was  a  perpetual 
fontroverfy.  S.  Paul's  cpif- 
tles  ZTCf  mod  of  them,  con- 
troverfial.  The  apoftles  came 
at  truth  by  much  difputing 
atnong  themfelves,  A£ls  xv. 
7.  and  they  convinced  Jews 
and  Gentiles  by  difputing 
with  both.  Adls  xvii.  17. 
xix.  8. 

Striaiy  fpeaking,  a  dif- 
pu«c  is  an  oral  controverfy, 
and  a  coniroverfy  is  a  written 
difpute.  Now,  to  controvert 
or  difpute  a  point,  either  by 
word  or  writing,  is  only  to 
agitate  a  quellion  in  order 
to  obtain  clear  adequate 
ideas  of  it.  Can  it  be  ima* 
gined,  religion  docs  not  ad- 
mit of  this?  Let  us  fum  up 
the  matter  in  two  undeniable 
remarks,  i.  It  is  a  fad, 
every  article  of  religion  is 
denied  by  fome,  and  cannot 
be  believed  without  debate 
aad   examination    by   any. 


2.  It  is  a  certain  faft,  tdi- 
gion  empowers  us  to  invefti- 
gate,  debate,  difpute,  and 
controvert  each  article  in  oi^- 
der  to  afcertain  the  evidence 
of  it. 

Whence,  then,  the  outcr7 
againft  controverfy?  It  pro- 
ceedis  in  different  men  front 
vtry  diiferent  caufes.  i. 
Some  artfully  decay  contro- 
verfy ih  order  to  deftroy  free 
inquiry,  which  would  en- 
danger  their  eftabliihed  er- 
rors.' Gloom  in  the  do^lrine 
and  iilence  in  the  difciple, 
obfcurity  in  the  creed  and 
obedience  in  the  fubfcriber 
affbrt  well  together.  'TV/ 
dumb  amasU'^and  UJfning 
terror  all! 

2.  Others  hate  difpiites, 
becanfe,  all  faintifh  as  they 
are,  ail  devoted  to  the  will 
of  God,  all  devoured  with 
zeal  for  his  |;l6ry,  and  the 
good  of  precious  fouls,  they 
hate 
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'4.  Add  to  all  this,  that  the  Lord  fulnoxned  the 
higheft  interejts  to  enforce  it  He  interefted  herein 
his  majefty,  his  covenant,  and  his  infinite  power  ; 
fw  (fays  he)  /  am  Jehovah  tbf  Cod.  He  goes 
farther,  and  interefts  his  jealoufy,  that  is,  that  in- 
exorable juftice,  which  avenges  affronts  offered  to 
his  love*  Yea,  in  order  to  touch  us  ftill  more 
fenfibly,  he  even  goes  fo  far  as  to  intereft  our 
children,  threatening  us  with  that  terrible  wrath, 
which  does  not  end  with  the  parents,  bufc  pafles 
down  to  their  pofterity*  What  could  the  Lord 
fay  more  plainly  and  evidently  to  (hew  that  he 
would  fuffer  no  image  in  his  reli^ous .  w:orff)ip  ? 
After  all  this,  is  it  not  the  moft  criminal  prefump- 
tion  to  undertake  to  diftinguiffi  in  order  to  elude 
the  force  of  this  commandment  I 

You 


bate  (foch  is  their  indiffer-* 
able  arrogance !)  they  hate  to 
be  contradicted.  To  doabt 
their  infallibility^  to  difpute 
their  oracnlar  declarations,  to 
think  difFerently^  and  to  dare 
to  inform  others  of  your  rea- 
fons  hi  doing  fo»  what  is 
this  bat  the  black  mark  of 
reprobation ! 

3.  Others,  again,  declaim 
again  ft  diipudng  their  doc- 
trines to  fave  themfelves  the 
difgrace  of  eXpofing  their  ig- 
norances or  the  labour  of  ex- 
amining, underftanding,  and 
defending  their  own  thefes. 
Lazinefs,  pride»  and  intole- 
rance diftmguiih  thefe  three 
forts  of  placid  divines. 

4,  There  are  others,  who 
diftiognifti  between  contro^ 
*verjy  and  the  temper j  in  which 
it  is  ttfaally  conduced ;  and. 


as  they  obferve,  that  few 
men  have  thofe  generous,  li- 
beral, benign  difpofitions, 
which  are  eflential  qualities 
of  a  good  controv^fial  ckrif- 
tian,  they  think  it  more  con- 
ducive to  the  general  good 
to  decry  a  di/putatUus  fytrit, 
by  which  they  intend  not  to 
fupprefs  inquiry,  debate,  dif* 
pute,  controverfy:  but  the 
wicked  Umpers^  which  gene- 
rally animate  them. 

There  are  in  fome  of  our 
churches  profelTed  meetings 
of  chriftians  for  the  pui|K>ie 
of  debating  a  point  of  theo- 
l<>gy>  or  A  portion  of  fcrip- 
ture,  or  a  cafe  of  confcience, 
and  thefe,  properly  managed 
with  cooinefs,  candour,  gen- 
tle and  kind  difpofitiont^ 
have  often  been  produdive  of 
mutual  edification.  See  Z>r. 
pw#ar'4 
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You  may,  if  you  choofe,  over  and  above  all 
this,  add  Mofes's  explication  of  this  command  in 
the  fourth  of  Deuteronomy.  (9) 

You  may  alfo  ufe  the  fame  charader  of  evidence 
vihcn  you  explain  feveral  pafiages,  which  adver- 
fanes  abufe — as  thefe  words,  tUs  is  my  body  ivJncb 
is  broken  for  jr^— -and  thefe  in  the  fixth  of  John, 
eat  ibe  flejb  of  the  fon  of  man  and  drink  bis  bhod-^ 

and 


Owit^s  fraS*  cafis  ofc9nfmnt$ 
re/olvid  at  church-meetings. 

No  theological  iabjeft 
requires  more  accurate  in* 
velHgation  than  this  arti- 
cle of  ividtnce.  Evidence  is 
that  which  demonilrates. 
No^r  there  are  various  kinds 
and  degras  of  evidence,  and  it 
would  very  much  contribute 
to  clear  a  point  in  debate, 
were  difputants  firft  of  all 
€0  agree  on  certain  data,  or 
nxtbat  ihould  be  allowed  evi- 
dence in  the  cafe  in  quedion. 
In  law  this  Is  a  matter  of 
great  confequence,  and,  when 
divines  proceed  in  the  me- 
thods ufed  in  our  courts  of 
law,  they  gain  infinite  ad- 
vantages over  their  oppo- 
nents. They  do,  as  it  were, 
fwear  the  witnefles  before 
they  admit  them  as  evidence. 
Dr.  Stennect  has  given  the 
death  wound  to  Mr.  Adding- 
ton's  arguments  for  infant- 
bap  tifin  by  this  method. 

(9)  Expimn  the  /econd  ccm^ 
mandwant.  Abbe  Pluche 
fpeaking  of  idolatry  fays, 
«*  this  hiftory  of  the  extra- 
vagancies of  our  forefathers 
does  indeed  prefent  the  reader 


with  a  deplorable  profjpeA: 
but  it  may  methinks  engage 
onr  curiofity,  n6t  only  hf 
the  noveltjr  of  the  infights  it 

gives  us  mto  the  origin  of 
lis  fenfelefs  worlhip,  but  -  • 
it  is  of  greater  coneern  to 


piety,  by  letting  in  a  good 
light  the  infinite  fuperiority 
of  the  inArudions  of  chrifti* 
amty  above  thoie  of  philoib* 
phy.  We  ihall  fee  the  latter 
wandering  from  age  to  age» 
heaping  new  errors  incef- 
fantly  upon  the  firft,  and 
more  and  more  lofing  ii^ht 
of  truth  or  criminally  detain- 
ing it  captive ;  then  authoriz- 
ing  men  to  adore  all  and 
every  one  of  the  parts  of  the 
univerfe,  and  at  laft  inclin- 
ing them  to  adore  nothing  at 
all.  Chriftianity  is  the  only 
doflrine,  that  ever  attacked 
idolatry  with  efficac)r,  ren« 
dered  augurs  contem'ptible, 
funk  the  credit  of  aftrolory, 
made  the  perplexing  fuperm- 
tions  that  tyrannized  over  the 
univerfe  fall  to  the  ground, 
and  even  reified  the  reafon 
of  thofe  who  did  not  believe 
the  gofpel.'*  Hift.  ef  the 
Uta'venSf  <v.  u  €•  2* 
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and  thoie  paflages  alfo  in  S«  James,  which  /peak 
o£  juftificatfcn  by  works — for  in  treating  thefc 
paffages  in  oppofition  4x>  the  falfe  fenfes,  which 
the  church  of  Rome  gives  of  them,  you  muft  af- 
femble  many  circumftances^  and  place  each  in  its 
proper  light,  fo  that  all  tegedier  they  may  diflfuie  a 
great  brightnefs  upon  the  text,  and  clearly  (hew 
its  truefenfe.  (i)  ^ 

XXIV- 


•  {x)  Ck^raffer  of  fvidtnce, 
Thua  Maffillon  on  John  ^iii. 
46.  Iflfyy  tbg  truth  ivhy  do 
ye  not  bilirve  moP  ^  ^  -  the 
world  oppofes  two*  pretexts 
againft  the  evidence  of  the 
JBoft  terrible  troths  of  God's 
word.  I.  In  order  to  calm 
thenfelvesy  anidft  a  thoa^ 
fand  abufes  authorized  in  the 
world,  they  tell  us,  they 
think  their  ftate  very  fafe, 
their  Gotifdence  does  not  re- 
proach them,  and  if  they 
were  perfuaded  there  was 
any  danger,  they  would 
change  their  condition  di- 
reaiy.  2.  They  fay,  the 
fcripture  is  not  fo  clear  and 
^recife  upon  certain  points 
as  we  pretend,  and  what  ap- 
pears io  clear  to  ns  does  not 
appear  fo  to  every  body.  ' 
The  firft  pretext  is  the  good 
faith  and  tranquillity  of  their 
confcience — the  fecond  the 
obfcurity  and  uncertainty  of ' 
fcripture  rules.  To  thefe  I 
oppofe  a  double  charadler  of 
evidence,  which  belongs  to 
the  law,  which  will  conlbund 
thefe  two  pretexts,  and  con- 
demn all  the  vain  excufes 
of  finners  in  the  day  of  the 


Lord'9  vengeance.  For,  i. 
It  is  evident  in  the  coniaenos 
of  the  finner.  2.  It  is  evi- 
dent in  the  Simplicity  of  its 
rules.  The  evidence  of  God's 
law  in  your  confciences  will 
judge  your  pretended  good 
fAith  and  fecurity :  and  the 
fimplicity  of  its  rules  will 
judge  your  afffe^ed  donbts, 
and  pretended  uncert^nties. 
Maff./er.Caremi^,  S. premiere. 
To  this  alfo  muft  be  ^. 
ferred  that  admirable  fennon 
of  the  fame  preacher  on 
I  Cor.  ii.  12.  NofUf  <u;#  have 
received^  not  the  fpifit  of  the 
njJorU,  hnt  the  fpirit  *whkh  it 
of  God  A  flceleton  of  his 
exordium  will  give  a  faint 
idea  of  his  fermon.  He  fays 
from  Anftin,  "  that  the  fpirit 
of  the  world  and  thfe  fpirit  of 
God  form  here  in  this  world 
two  cities,  Babylon  and  Je- 
rufalem,  which  have  each 
their  laws,  maxims,  citizens, 
&c.-- that  thefe  two  fpirits 
divide  the  whole  world,  in- 
volving empires  and  families, 
courts  and  clqifters — chat  it 
is  impoflible  to  be  a  member 
of  both,  and  more  ftill  to 
belong  to  neither — that  thefe 
dif. 
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XXIV. 

Remark  Dsgrebs.  (2) 

For  example.  Gal,  L  If  we^  or  an  rnigel  from 
heaven^  preach  any  other  gofpel  urUo  youy  than  thai^ 
which  we  have  preached  unto  yoUy  let  him  be  accurfeim 
After  you  have  remarked  the  extreme  force  and 
fignificancy  of  the  words,  obferve  that  the  apoftlc 
denounced  an  anathema  twice^  even  denouncing  it 
againft  himfelf  fliould  he  ever  be  guilty  of  what 
he  condemns,  denouncing  it  even  againU  an  angel 
from  heaven  in  the  fame  cafe. 

You 


different  men  will  agree  in 
the  fame  exteraal  form  of 
worfhip-*thac  it  is  eafy  to 
deceive  oarfelves,  efpeciall/ 
if  we  pradlife  the  mod  facred 
externals  of  religion — that  in 
ihort  the  only  way  is  to  ftrip 
ouHelvet  of  outward  diftinc- 
tions,  inquire  what  fpirit 
rales  in  our  hearts,  and  judge 
of  this  by  the  word  of  God — 
in  order  to  this  we  mufl  re- 
mark the  different  charaQtrs 
attributed  in  fcripture  to  each 
of  thefe  fpirits  —as  firft  chrif- 
tianity  is  characterized  by  fe- 
parationy  rcflcftion,  prayer, 
felf-denial,  repentance,  &c. 
—the  fpirit  or  the  world  is 
oppofite  to  all  this,  a  (inning, 
fclf-gratifyjng,  prayerlefs  fpi- 
rit, &c,  MaJJ\  firm.  Mjfier. 
Pentecote, 

(2)  Remark    degrees^     De-- 

free  is  the  comp^rati've  con- 
ition  of  any  thing,  and  the 
fludy  of  this  topick  is  necef* 

VOL.II. 


fary  to  the  obtaining  ofantt^ 
racy  in  theolo^.  An  accu- 
rate fermon  is  a  diicourfe 
made  up  of  aa  exad  fuantiij^ 
of  each  component  part* 
There  is  a  certain  degree,  or 
quantum  of  tnahr^ULttt  is 
an  exad  point  of  light,  o« 
de|;ree  of  enfidinciy  in  which 
this  truth  is  placed — there  is 
a  nice  quantum  fufficit  of 
imagery^  colouring  and  en- 
livening the  evidence— there 
are  nice  degrees  of  temper  ad- 
jured to  all  parts ;  the  rea- 
foning  is  vigorous,  the  nar- 
ration cool,  the  fuaiion  pa* 
the  tick,  foft  and  warm,  and 
fo  on — there  is  a  fort  oi  ftyh 
adapted  to  the  fubjed— and 
there  is  a  degree  of  vehe- 
mence or  indifference  ia  the 
very  *wonit  or  Utters^  that  ex- 
preis  the  whole,  fuited  to  the 
importance  or  the  compara- 
tive iofignificance  of  each 
part.  The  compoiition  of 
I  i  fuch 
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You  muft  obfcrve,  the  apoftle  docs  not  always 
ufe  the  fame  vehemence  when  he  fpeaks  againft 
error.  (3)  In  the  fourteenth  of  the  epiftle  to  the 
Romans  he  contents  himfelf  With  calling  thofe 
weak  in  the  faiibj  who  would  eat  only  herbs,  and 
exhorts  the  other  believers  to  bear  with  them.  In 
the  third  chapter  of  the  firft  to  the  Corinthians  he 

Srotefts  to  thofe,  who  build  with  wood,  hay,  and 
ubblc  upon  Chrift   the  foundation,  that  their 

work 


fucli  a  fermon  is  a  work  of 
great  labour,  and  yet  it  mull 
not  appear  to  be  laboured  at 
all.  The  art  of  cpmpofing 
fuch  a  difcourfe  is  merely 
human,  and,  .it  ihould  feem, 
IS  banifhed  by  S.  Paul  from 
the  chriftian*  pulpit,  and  con- 
fined to  fchools  and  places  of 
human  fcience.  i  Cor.  11. 
Natural  eloquence  cannot  be 
denied  an  entrance  into  the 
pulpit :  but  artificial  elo- 
quence is  exprefsly  forbidden. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  rea- 
fon  for  this  diftin£lion  ;  for, 
were  fcholaftick  eloquence, 
or  the  purer  eloquence  of 
fimple  accuracy  euential  to 
a  good  fermon,  either  the 
people  would  have  vtiy  few 
fermons;  or  the  preacher 
would  have  fuch  intolerable 
difHculties  in  composing  his 
difcourfes,  that  all  the  other 
parts  of  his  office  would  lie 
■  Begle£led ;  and,  after  all, 
Tcry  little  benefit  would  be 
derived  from  his  labour*. 
What  numbers  in  the  /bring 
enjoy  the  fragrance  of  uni- 
verfal  nature,  who  are  inca- 
pable of  culling  the  fweets. 


and  combining  the  fprigs» 
that  form  the  delicate  note- 
gay  of  a  fine  lady!- 

Some  attention  to  degrees, 
however,  is  efifential  to  a  mi- 
niller  in  ftudying  fcripture— 
in  invefti  gating  and  read- 
ing on  fubjefls — in  determin- 
ing the  dire^ion  of  promifes 
and  threatnings — in  relieving 
troubled  coniciences — and  & 
on.  There  are  degrees  of 
puniihment  pointed  againft 
degrees  of  fin — degrees  of 
glory  adapted  to  degrees  of 
virtue— degrees  of  aJlurance 
proportioned  to  degrees  of 
faith,  &c.  &c. 

(3)  S.  Paul  dots  not  /peak 
againft  all  errors  nvitb  eotutl 
vekimence.  Our  author  tup* 
pofes  S.  Paul  an  example  to 
chriftian  minifters,  and  con- 
fiders  his  condud  towards 
erroneous  perfons  as  a  direc- 
tory of  Handing  authority: 
but  this  general  notion  ought 
to  be  particularly  explained, 
left  it  ihould  feem  to  autho- 
rize the  dangerous  maxim  of 
fupp  re  fling  error  by  corpond 
punifliments. 

1. 1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 


(      251      ) 

kifbrk  (hovld  be  burnt,   but  that  fhty  fhould^  ^^ 
favedy  though  it  Ihould  be  ly  fire.    In  the  fevcn- 

teenth 


I.  It  is  allowed,  the  apos- 
tles inflicted  corporal  paniih- 
mentSy  as  in  the  cafes  of 
Ely m as,  Ananias  and  Sap- 
phira :  but  thefe  were  txtra- 
ordinary  cafes,  and  were 
wrought  by  miracalous  power. 

Z.  There  were  no  exertions 
of  this  power  in  cafes  of 
error  of  judgment :  nor  any 
in  cafes  of  thofe  wrong  prac- 
tices, which  did  not  deflroy 
the  eflcnce  of  chridian  wor- 
fhip  r  but  on  the  contrary  a 
kind  and  gentle  mutual  tole- 
ration prevailed.  See  Rem. 
xiv.— I  Cor.  xi.— 1  Cor.  x. 

29—33; 

3.  It  IS  certain,  this  paf- 
fage.  Gal.  i.  9.  cannot  au- 
thorize the  fupprefliDg  of 
error  by  corporal  punilh- 
ments.  For,  i.  Neither  had 
S.  Paul,  nor  the  Galatian 
church  any  magiftratical  au- 
thority. Nor,  2.  Could  the 
Aippofed  cafe  of  anathema- 
tizing an  angel  include  the 
idea  of  corporal  puniihment. 
If  *wi9  or  an  angel  from  heawen 
pnacb  any  other  go/pel  unto  yon. 
than  that  ye  ha*ui  recei*vedy  let 
him  be  aecurfed:  that  is  to 
fay,  co;ifider  us  as  perfons 
excommunicated. 

Excommunication  in  the 
primitive  church  was  the 
power  of  excluding  perfons 
from  their  community.  This 
power  was  pofleiled  by  each 
fhriftian  aHcmbly,    The  peo- 


ple voted,  and  the  paftor  de- 
clared the  exclufion*  None 
were  excluded  but  enormous 
offenders,  who  could  not  be 
brought  to  repentance.  Even 
they  were  re-admitted  on  a 
future  reformation.  No  cor- 
poral punifhment,  no  fine, 
no  exile,  no  civil  inc^apacity 
followed.  Thus  flood  the 
ntatcer  in  the  Aril  three  cen- 
turies, the  beft  and  pureft 
ages  of  chriilianity.  See 
Mojbeim,  Cent.  i.  part  ii.  r.  3. 
^  From  the  timeof  Conftan- 
tine  the  grear,  excommuni- 
cation became  truly  infernal; 
for  the  barbarous  nations, 
which  were  converted  to 
chriflianity,  confidered  chrif- 
tian  miniilers  as  a  kind  of 
Druids,  and  the  Roman  pontiff 
as  the  ARCH  druid,  hence 
they  confounded  the  excomr 
munieation  in  ufe  among  chrif- 
tians  with  that,  which  had 
been  pradlifed  in  the  times  of 
paganifm  by  the  prieils  of 
the  gods,  and  confidered  them 
as  of  the  fame  nature  and 
effe£l«  Dr.  Maclaine,  from 
whom  I  quote  this,  gives 
us  a  remarkable  paflage  from 
Caefar  fDehel.  GaU.  vi.  13.) 
in  proof  of  druidical  tyranny, 
and  rightly,  obferyes,  that 
the  Roman  pontiffs  were  too 
artful  not  ^o  countenance  the 
error  of  introduciiig  it  into 
c]iriflianlty.  Mojheinu  Cint% 
vili.  f^rt  ij«  c.  St  6.  /t 
Ii  2 
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teenth  of  Ads  we  are  cold,  his  fpirit  was  fitrrei; 
when  he  faw  the  idolatry  and  fuperftition  of  the 
Athenians.  Elfewhere,  he  fays,  if  any  man  defik 
the  temfie  of  Gody  bimjhall  God  dejiroy.  In  all  thefe 
there  is  a  force :  but  nothing  like  wliat  appears  in 
thefe  reiterated  words,  though  we^  or  an  angel  from 
beaveny  preach  any  other  gofpel  $o  youy  than  tbaty 
which  we  have  preached  unto  you^  let  him  he  accurfed. 
As  we  faid  before^  fo  fay  I  now  again^  If  any  man 
preach  any  other  gofpel  untoyoUj  than  that  which  we 
have  preachedy  let  him  he  accurjed.  Whyfo?  be- 
caufe  the  apoftie  fpeaks  here  of  an  effential  corrup- 
tion of  the  gofpel,  (4)  which  the  falfe  apoftles 
aimed  at  in  the  churches  of  Galatia;  they  were 

aoni- 


(4)    S.  Patd  J^eaks  of  an 

offintial  corruftion  of  the  go/pel. 
The  goipel  is  in  general  that 
fyftem  of  religion »  which 
Jefus  Chrift  taught.  This  re- 
ligion adapts  itfelf.to  the  re- 
lief of  the  three  principal* 
caufes  of  haman  mifery, 
error 9  guilt  zndvice.  Agree- 
ably to  this  view,  Jefus  Chrift 
executes  three  offices,  he,  as 
a  prophet  gives  us  a  revealed 
body  of  inftrudion,  and  fo 
removes  error;  as  a  prieft 
he  atones  for  our  fins,  and 
intercedes  for  our  falvation, 
and  fo  takes  away  guik  and 
future  punifhment ;  and  as  a 
king  he  gives  ns  ftatutes  of 
divine  worfhip,  which  regu- 
late condudt  towards  God; 
and  moral  laws,  which  re- 
gplate  perfonal  and  focial 
adlion,  he  will  reward  virtue, 
puniih  vice,  and  thus  deftroy 
fin  and  eftabliih  h<riiiiefi •    A 


man,  who  denies  the  faffici- 
ency  of  the  holy  fcrip tares, 
does  effentially  corrupt  the 
gofpel:  he,  who  allows  it, 
and  yet  miftakes  the  mean- 
ing of  them,  does  not;  he 
is  conftitutionally  right :  but 
accidentally  wrone.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  gofpel. 
The  circomftantials  of  rc- 
iigion  may  be  corrupted,  and 
the  fundamentals  may  not. 
The  fundamentals  may  be 
corrupted  in  part,  or  in  the 
whole.  The  condud  of 
chriftians  muft  be  regulated 
by  an  exad  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  fome- 
times  extremely  difficult  to 
come  at.  What  a  lefTon  of 
moderation  may  we  learn 
here  !  An  example  from 
Saurin  will  prefe&tly  explain 
our  meaning. 
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annihilating  the  grace  of  Chrift  by  aflbciating 
it  with  the  mofaick  oecoDoroy ;  they  aimed  at  the 
entire  ruin  of  the  church  by  debaiing  the  purity 
of  the  gofpel.  (5)  In  this  cafe  the  confcience  of 
this  good  man  could  contain  no  longer,  he  ftretched 
his  zeal  and  vehemence  as  far  as  poiTible,  he  be- 
came inexorable  and  pronounced  anathemas ;  nor- 
thing prevented  him,  neither  the  authority  of  the 
greatcft  men,  no  nor  yet  the  dignity  of  the  glo- 
rious angels,  ifwey  fir  an  angel  from  heaven^  preach 
awf  other  gojpel^  kt  him  be  accurfed.  {6) 

XXV. 

(;}    Falfi  apoftlis    iAafid  Ofxn;.     Chyfift.  9f.  torn.  iii. 

thi  gofptU     Yka^am%f  yap  sy  in  Galat.  i.  7, 
Toi;   pauriTaxot^    n^o-fxaurtv    0        Athcnicnfes  (inqiilt  Poo* 

VUMM9  TOv  x'*P^'^2<ii  "^^^O"  ««««  "*  Not.  io  Chfyfoft.) 

i^  oy^  TO  yofu<rua  ^ij^W  odioChiorum  adaltcriiiM  fub 

_;                  /,  rentes.      10     deteflationeiii 

mrs^,  Moi  TO  epc^xyrarov  ma-  ^rum  objiciebant,  quod  per- 

rpi^ag  t«  Tram  Ai/^frr«,  ^^j  ^^^^^^^  ^^^    Hmcfir^ 

BTTi  ra  x«/HW«  «rf  owv  asro  TUi  jf,^^  Tbngnis. 

Xfwoy  HtfiUMto  KM  a^ifn  awx^^  ^'^% 
Kipn,  XM  kiiupeiv  fo^tov  avJjpi  c^of^' 
*Et  Je  fiXa  vooq  avipo^  hi  ri^saffi  Ai An9« 

T5to  Sfco?  w^ijXoTfliTov  Vo/tjcTf  ffpordto'ty 
Km  yvmou  varrw  tSt'  avmporarov* 

Ann  adalterini  et  argenti  tolerabile  detrimentaoif 

Cyme;  et  invenire  facile  eft  viro  fapienti : 

Si  autem  amici  mens  viri  in  pedoribns  lataerit 

Tenuis  exiitens,  dolofumque  in  przcordiis  cor  habeat; 

Hoc  Deus  fucatiffimum  fec^t  hominibus, 

£t  cognitu  omnium  hoc  difficillimum. 

Btoyv.'  yvKfuu,  1 19, 

(6)  Other  fhundatitm  tan  three  forts  of  preachers* 
^o  num  iayy  Sec.  Saurin  ob-  I.  Such  as  Ja^  another  fnmr 
-fcrycs,  **  S.  Paul  fpeaks  of   dation  i  with  thefe  we  havQ 

no 
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XXV. 

'  Observe  pifFERENX  Interests.  (7) 

Thus,  if  you  arc  explaining  the  nairacle,  which 
Jefus  Chrift  wrought  in  the  Synagogue  on  a  Sab- 
bath-day, when  he  healed  the  withered  hand  in 

the 


no  other  concern  than  that  to 
which  charity  obliges  us : 
bot  what  a  fad  condition 
mufl  that  man  be  in,  who 
devotes  his  life  and  leaning 
to  lay  another  foundation; 
lyho  fays.  You  have  heard  it 
faid  of  old  time  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  Search  the  /criptureSf 
but  I  fay  unto  you,  the  fcrip. 
tures  are  dangerous,  &c.  &c.  ? 
The  fccond  fort  are  thofe, who 
iuild  upon  this  foundation  *woed^ 
bay^  JluhhU^  &C.  and  the 
third  fort  are  fuch  as  build 
upon  this  Jhundatiott  gold^ 
Jilver,  precious  ftones*  Thcfe 
two  fores  are  in  our  churches, 
and  I  place  them, in  different 
claffcs.  In  the  firft  clafs  1  ojJ- 
pofe  a  miniftryfpcnt  in  agi- 
tating queftions  of  mere  cu- 
riofity,  ^gainft  that,  which 
is  emplbyed  in  demonftrating 
the  gofpel.  In  afecqnd  cla^ 
.1  qppoic  difcourfes  of  mtrt 
fpet ulatlon,  which  tend  only 
to  exercife  the  mind,  againft 
thofe  pradical  difcourfes, 
whkh  fanftify  the  heart, 
which  make  the  child  obedi- 
ent to  his  father,  &c.  In  a 
third  clafs  I  place  the  pro- 
du£tioAs  of  a  triiler  afcrib- 


ing  his  own  imaginations  to 
the  holy  ghoft,  and  giving 
religion  1  know  not  what 
marvellous  glare,  more  6t 
to  dazzle  children  than  to  fa- 
tisfy  prudent  men,  againd 
the  labours  of  thofe  minifters, 
who  always  walk  with  the 
light  of  the  gofpel  in  their 
hands,  and  infallible  trach 
for  their  guides,'*  &c.  &c. 
After  addmg  two  claffcs 
more, .  he  fays,  "  but  I'll 
venture  no  farther,  and  I  fa« 
crifice  to  charity  all  the  de- 
tails, of  which  the  fubjed  is 
capable.  I  will  npt  even 
mention  here  what  fuch  arc 
,  threatened  with  as  prefer  haj 
and  ftubbU  before  gold^  filver^ 
and  precious  /tones ;  nor  what 
belongs  to  thofb,  who  trach 
fuch  doctrines:  let  them 
weigh  the  apoftle's  words, 
fiall  be/aved^  J^^fi  ^  hyfn. 
Let  preachers  think  what  ac- 
count they  will  give  of  their 
miniftry  ;  and  let  hearers  a(k 
how  they  will  account  for 
their  time,  and  their  faper- 
ftitious  docility,'*  Samr.fir^ 
torn,  x.fer.  quatrieme, 

(?)  Dijfereni  inl4riJs.Tld% 

beaiitifal  topick  of  illoftra- 
tioi 
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the  prefence  of  the  Herodiahs  and  Pharifecs ;  yon 
may  remark  the  different  interefts  of  the  fpeftators 
in  that  aft  of  our  Lord  Jefus ;  for  on  the  one  hand, 
Mofss  and  his  religion  fcemed  interefted  therein 
two  ways.  i.  This  miracle  was  done  on  a  dey^  m 
which  Mofes  had  conimanded  t-hem  to  do  no  mari- 
ner of  work.  And  2.  This  was  done  in  ^fynagogue 
confecrated  to  the  mofaick  worfhip,  io  that  it  was 
in  a  manner  infulting  Mofes  in  his  own  houi^. 

Farther, 


tion  may  fervc  for  a  clue  to 
many  paiTages  of  fcripture, 
to  almofl  all  hiilory  profane 
and  facred,  and  to  number- 
leis  affairs,  which  are  daily 
tranfaded  before  our  eyes. 
It  fuppofesy  as  all  thefe 
modes  of  illuilration  do,  a 
true  fa£l.  Different  men 
have  divers  interefts,  and 
divers  interefts  operate  diife- 
rent  ientiments.  Suppofe  a 
man  to  place  all  his  happi- 
nt{s  in  ienfual  gratifications, 
the  gratifying  of  his  fenfes 
will  become  his  main  inte- 
reft,  and  this  difpofition  will 
beguiie  his  reaibn,  and  form 
his  opinions.  Suppofe  ano- 
ther to  place  his  glory  in  po- 
pular applaufe,  this  paffion 
for  vulgar  praife  will  make 
him  avoid  a  profeflion,  yea 
an  examination  of  truth,  left 
it  (hould  tarniHi  his  beauty 
in  the  publick  eye.  Suppofe 
even  a  good  man  under  a 
momentary  unworthy  influ- 
ence, and  for  that-  moment 
be  will  purfue  a  track  con- 
trary to  his  general  courfe  of 
a^ion,  and  do  for  a  moment 


what    he   has .  hated   for  a 
month. 

On  this  ground  we  plead 
for  two  things  as  eftential  to 
the  illumination  of  the  mind» 
and  the  fan£lification  of  the 
heart,  i.  External  objeds 
to  be  prefented  by  the  word 
of  God.  And  2.  Internal 
influence  to  ,fway  the  mind 
and  the  heart,  to  deprefs  bad 
difpofitions,  and  to  impart 
and  ftrengtben  good  Ones. 
A  difinterefted  ftate  of  mind 
is,  ailuredly,  the  beft  of  all 
previous  qualifications  in  a 
ftudent  of  divinity:  but 
thofe  modes  of  education, 
which  form  fecular  interefts, 
before  they  propofe  religiousf 
truths  to  examination,  effed 
a  total  fubverfion  of  reafoa 
and  religion. 

As  different  interefts  fbme- 
times  divide  men,  fo  at  other 
times  they  fall  into  one  com- 
mon intereft,  and  unite  them. 
The  Pharifecs  hated  the  He- 
rodians,  and  Herod  deteft^d 
Pilate :  yet  all  agreed  in  op- 
pofing  and  deftroying  Jefus 
Chrift.  Lukexxiii.  12.  Mat. 
xxii.  1 6. 
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Farther^  the  Hirodians^  who  were  particularly^  zt-^ 
tached  to  the  perfon  of  Herod,  either  for  pobticai 
reafons,  or  for  fome  others  unknown,  were  oblig^ 
to  be  offended ;  for  this  miracle  had  a  tendency  to 
prove  Chrift's  Meffiahlhip^  and  thereby  (as  was 
commonly  thought.)  his  right  to  the  kingdom  of 
iJtael)  and  confequently  this  muft  blacken  the 
memory  of  Herod,  who  endeavoured  to  kill  him 
in  his  infancy.  (8)  The  Pbarifees  were  no  Icfs 
intereiled,  for  they  confidcred  Chrift  as  their  re- 
prover and  enemy,  and  could  not  help  being  very 
much  troubled,  whenever  they  fawjefus  Chriir 
work  a  miracle.     Obferve  the  intcreft  of  our  Lord 

Ze/us  Cbrijtj  his  concern  was  to  do  good,  wherever 
e  had  an  opportunity,  and  to  glorify  God  his 

£ither. 


(8)  HgroManu  Diirines 
tntertain  various  opiaioas 
concerning  the  Herodlans. 
Some  think*  they  were  /a- 
foMs^  to  whom  Herod  had 
given  lands  in  Jadea»  Others 
iappoie,  they,  were  officers 
and  fiUUtrs^  who  gusu'ded 
Herod :  This  is  the  opinion 
of  Jerom  and  Chryioftom. 
Others  fay,  they  were  the 
^M^^iVi/ of  Herod.  Epipha- 
Bius,  and  many  after  him, 
affirm,  they  were  Jews,  who 
flattered  Herod  by  maintain- 
ing that  bt  was  the  Meffiah. 
Origen  thought,  it  was  a 
nickname  given  by  the  Pha* 
rifees  and  zealots  to  thofe, 
who  held  that  it  was  lawful 
to  pay  trihUi  to  Herod.  It 
is  certain,  they  were  a  court 
party,  as  the  Pharifees  were 
the  popular  part^,  and  mod 
likely  they  were  Sadducees. 


Dean  Prideaux  derives  the 
appellation  from  Herod,  aad 
fuppofes  the  Herodiaaa  to 
have  been  the  followers  of 
Herod  ia  die  tnug  principal 
tenets,  in  which  he  diflmd 
from  the  Jews.  i.  The  law 
forbad  the  Jews  to  Jet  m 
firtmgtr  over  thim  for  a  kingm 
Deut.  xviii.  15.  Herod  and 
the  Herodians  underftood  the 
command  only  of  a  volun- 
tary eledion,  and  not  of  a 
neceflary  fubmiffion,  and  on 
this  ground  they  aiferted  the 
lawfmnefs  of  paying  tribute 
to  Csefar.  a.  Herod  and  the 
Herodians  thought  it  lawful 
for  Jews  to  comply  with 
pagans  in  matters  of  reli* 
gion,  and  to  become  occa- 
Sonal  conformiils  to  them. 
Thefe  two  principles  di^n« 
guifhcd  the  fedt  Comma^ 
part  ii.  b.  v. 
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father,  by  confirming  the  word  of  his  gofpel  by 
adls  of  infinite  power.  The  poor  affiled  man  had 
a  double  intereft  in  it,  the  healing  of  his  body^ 
and  the  improvement  of  his  mind. 

Thus  this  aftion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  having  divers 
relations,  becomes  as  it  were  a  point,  whence  many 
lines  may  be  drawn,  one  on  this  fide,  another  on 
that,  and  hence  arife  the  difierent  remarks,  which 
may  be  made  upon  it.  (9) 


(9)  Diffinnt  interefts.  Maf- 
fiUon  in  a  fermon  on  Chrift- 
mafs-day  compofes  by  this 
.  topick.  ««  God  and  man  arc 
interefted  in  Chiift's  birth. 
I.  God^%  glory  was  con- 
cerned. For  idolatry  had 
transferred  that  worihip  to 
others,  which  was  only  dae 
to  him.  Formality  prevailed 
among  the  Jews,  and  they 
rendered  him  a  (ervice  'not 
worthy  of  him,  Pbilo/opby 
had  conve)red  away  the  glory 
of  his  providence  and  eternal 
wifdom.  Three  daring  in- 
fults,  which  mankind  of- 
fered to  God,  and  which 
Chrift  came  to  remove. 

2.  The  peace  of  mankind 
was  interefted  in  Chrift's 
birth,  for  they  had  robbed 
one  another  of  that— by  pride 
—by  Yolnptuoufnefs— -by  re- 
venge. Chrift's  grace  heals 
the  firft— his  do^inc  the  fc- 


cond— his  example  the  laft-" 
Pour  NoeU  A'uint. 

So  again,  •*  Mat.  ii.  2. 
We  have  feen  his  ft  at  and  art 
come  to  fwdr/bif  him.  The  ftar^ 
like  the  gofpel,  direfting  ito 
Chrift,  meets  with  worftiip- 
pcra  in  the  wife  men— m 
the  priefts,  diflemblers— in 
Herod,  a  perfecutor— So  it 
is  with  the  gofpel  now,  tL 
few  receive  it-^many  difguife 
it — more  ftill  defpife  and  per- 
fecute  it.  Thus,  we  are  to 
treat,  i.  Of  the  truth  ad- 
mitted. ;t.  The  tjcath  dif- 
guifed.  3.  Th/;  truth  per- 
fecttted,  either  by  the  prac- 
tice of  libertines  whofe  con- 
dud  runs  it  down;  or  by 
people  of  pleafure  who  ex- 
aggerate their  own  happi- 
neis,  and  the  difficulties  of 
chriftianity  ;  or  by  f6ols  who 
mock  and  deride  it.*'  Maffl 
A'uent.  four  U  jour  de  PBfi* 
pkanie.  . 


Vol.  ii; 
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XXVL. 
Distinguish.    Define.     Divide. 

To  fpeak  properly,  we  diftinguifli  when  wc 
confider  a  thing  in  different  views,  (i)  As,  for 
example.  Faith  is  confiderable  either  objedivcly, 
or  fubjeftively.     In  the  view  of  \xs,obje£l  faith 

is 


(i)  DiJIsngufJh.  They  fay f 
Qui  bene  dilUnguit  bene  ar- 
guit.  There  is  no  maxim 
more  evident.  Thus  for  ex- 
ample. **  Heb.  ii.  14,  15. 
Some  perfons  through  fear  of 
iUaih  are  all  their  life  time 
fuhjeS  tQ  bondage.  Thefe  per- 
sons muft  be  diilingttifhe.d« 
I.  Some  fear  death  from  a 
pure  inftinSt  of  naturt'^z. 
Some  from  a  principle  of  re- 
Iigiom^$,  Others  from  a 
fjpirit  of  infidelity — ^4.  Some 
nom  an  aitaclment  to  the 
world— 5.  Others  from  a 
weakneis  of  imagination,*^ 
Serne,  par  Bertbeau,  torn,  ii. 
ferm.  xii. 

fo  diftinguifl?  is  to  confider 
things  in  different  views*  Thus 
we  anfwer  a  famous  queflion 
in  theology.  Was  Jefus 
Chrift  a  Ugijlator,  as  Grotius 
affirms  ?  De  jnre  hell.  ac.  pac. 

Or  was  he,  as  a  Saxon 
lawyer  affirms,  only  an  /«- 
terprettr  of  the  old  law  of 
Mcfes  ?  Ziegleri  in  Grot,  Pro* 
legomenes. 

The  Socinians  embrace 
the  firft,  and  the  moral  part 
of  their  fyftem  reils  on  this 
propofition ;    Jefus     Chrift 


gave  a  new,  and  a  milder 
law  than  Mofes.  Other  di- 
vines take  the  laft  propoil. 
tion,  and  deduce  confe- 
quencesy  we  think,  incon- 
gruous with  that  idea  of  a 
new-teilament  church,  which 
the  apoilles  give.  We  dete^ 
both  the  above  propofitions, 
4nd  we  mjirm  both,  by  dif 
tinguifijing  the  different  ob- 
jects in  contemplation*  In 
regard  to  the  moral  law,  that 
is,  thofe  neceflary  obliga- 
tions, which  arife  from  the 
natural  relations,  that  intel« 
lieent  beings  bear  to  each 
omer,  we  deny  that  Jefos 
Chrifl  was  a  Ugijlator^  and  we 
fay  he  was  an  interpreter,  an 
explainer  of  it,  giving  by 
certain  fa^s,  whioh  he  tanght, 
and  by  certain  works,  that 
he  performed,  more  force  to 
this  law  than  cither  philofo* 
phers  bad  given  in  natoral 
religion,  or  Mofes  in  his 
fan&ons.  [n  regard  to  ^- 
tive  injntutes^  fuch  as  bapnfm, 
the  Lord's  fupper,  and,  fome 
add,  the  fabbath,  and  rules 
of  church-government,  we 
affirm,  Jefus  Chrift  was-  not 
a  refiner  of  old  rites,  an  in- 
terpreter 
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is  the  work  of  Jefus  Ghrift,  his  word  and  crofs 
produce  it  •,  for  take  away  the  death  of  Jefus  Chrift 
and  there  is  no  more  faith.  His  refurreftion  alfo  is 
the  caufe  of  it,  If  Jefus  Chriji  is  not  riftn^  our 
faith  is  vain^  we  are  yet  in  our  fins.  But  if  you 
confidcr  faith  in  regard  to  its  fubjeS^or^  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  in  regard  to  its  efficient  caufe  pro- 
ducing it  in  the  fubjeft,  it  is  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  So  again  (to  ufe  the  fame  example.)  faith 
may  be  confidercd  with  a  view  to  juftification,  or 
with  a  view  to  fanftification.  In  the  firft  view  it 
is  oppofed  to  works :  in  the  fecond  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple and  caufe  of  good  works,  it  contains  them 
in  fummary  and  abridgment.  (2) 

,     ,  Thus 


terpretcr  of  old  inftitutes : 
bat  a  legijtator.  It  is  iadeed 
generally  faid^that  baptifm 
is  circumcifion  purified — the. 
Lord's  fupper  the  palTover 
refined — and  church  difci- 
plinc  pagan  and  Jewifh 
maxims  of  polity  and  jurif- 
prudence  purified :  but  no 
proof  of  thefe  popular  na- 
tions can  be  adduced.  The 
baptifin  of  Jewilh  profelytes 
was  probably  taken  from 
John  the  baptifl,  certainly  it 
IS  not  fb  ancient  as  many 
pretend.  See  Dr.  GiWs  Dif 
Jtrtation  on  this  fuhjtii^  Body 
ofDlv^  vol.  iii. 

Nothing  can  be  of  greater 
confequence  in,  theological 
debates  than  juft  and  nccef- 
fkry  diftinHion^  Con  fu  fion  of 
ideas  produces  con/ufion  of 
iubjefts,  and  this  confufion 
€yi  arguments.  It  would  be 
^afy  to  produce  a  volume  of 


examples,  in  which,  it  would 
evidently  appear,  the  difpu- 
t^nts  had  not  difen tangled 
the  point  in  debate,  and  had 
therefore  affirmed  one  thing 
and  proved  another,  and  fo 
demonftrated  nothing  at  all 
•  but  their  own  careleffnefs. 

(2)  Faith  includes  good 
luorks.  Gregory  fpeaking  of 
the  converted  thief  fays, 
**  His  hands  and  his  feet  are 
bound,  his  whole  body  i^ 
upon  the  rack,  he  has  no- 
thing free  but  his  heart  and 
tongue  ;  nvith  his  heart  he  be  • 
lieves  unto  right eoiifnefs^  and 
twifh  his  mouth  he  makes  con" 
ffjjion  unto  falvaUon. 

Thofe  divines,  who  deny 
the  tieceflity  of  good  works 
in  order  to  falvatipn,  adduce 
in  proof  tlie  cafe  of  the  thief 
converted  on  the  c^o^^. 
Others  have  replied,  the 
thief  performed  ail  the  good 
Kk  2  works, 
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Thils  man  may  h6  confiderod  with  a  view  to 
civil,  fockty 9  fo  he  is  obliged,  to  fuch  and  fuch 

duties. 


works,  that  his  condition 
tvould  admit  of  ^  confequent- 
ly,  his  converdon  proves 
againil  you. 

The  accounts  given  us  by 
ecclefiafticai  writers,  of  fttch 
divines  as  have  denied  the 
neceflity  of  good  works  in 
order  to  falvation,  are  very 
fsdlacioos,      John  Agricola, 
a  native  of  lilebe,  or  Ayflehe 
in  Saxony,  is  called  the  fa- 
ther of  the  Antinomians.  Lu- 
ther    fupprefled    Agricola's 
do^lrine  as  well  as  he^could, 
and  his  notions  concerning 
the  uie  of  the  law  have  been 
srofsly  mifreprefented  by  the 
difciples  of  that   reformer. 
They,  who  were  called  An- 
tinomians in  the  time  of  the 
protedorate  in  England,  and 
their  ercat  patron  Dr.  Crifp, 
have  been  ierved  in  the  fame 
manner.     Dr.  Crifp  was  a 
man   of  eminent   piety*  on 
whofe  charader  malice  itfelf 
dare  not  caft  a  fhade.     Agri- 
cola  never  a£led  an  Antino- 
•   ;|nian  part  but  once.     He  af- 
iilled  Pflug  and  Helding  in 
drawing    up,    by    order    of 
Charles    V.     that     curious 
fyftem  of  theology  called  the 
INTERIM,  a  temporary  creed 
to  be  believed  and  tauetit  for 
irutb,  till  it  ihould  fuit  the 
emperor  to  publifk  another. 
This  was  a  rank  antinomian 
a£lion,  and    1    could   never 
forgive  this  heathen  for  pro- 
fii(uting  the  confcysnce  of  a 


whole  empire  to  pleafe  the 
emperor,  were  I  not  obliged 
to  involve  other  compilers  of 
interims  in  the  fame  fentence 
of  condemnation.  God  help 
us,  what  a  world  is  this! 
1  he  maker  of  the  creed  was 
an  Antinomian,  and  the  fub- 
fcribers  to  it  were  all  pious 
and  orthodox  divines,  whoie 
names  pre(erve  the  odour  of 
fandity  to  this  day! 

Dr.    Molheim    fays,     in 
Cromweir«  time  there  fprang 
up  "  a  certain  /eS  ^fprefiy 
terians,  who  were  called  «*- 
tinomioHs  or  enemies  of  the 
law,  and  they  flill  fubfift." 
This  is  one  of  the  many  in- 
accuracies of  this  excellent 
hiftorian.     We  have  no  fuch 
/t&,     Antinomianifm    is   a 
fort  of  forfeit,    which  in  aU 
churches  has  been  found  to 
fucceed  a  plenty  of  evange- 
lical preaching.     When  the 
merit  of  works  is  exploded, 
when    free    j unification    is 
preached^  when  the  unwor- 
thy are  encouraged  to  hope 
for  a  free  pardon  of  all  their 
fins,  and  fo  on  \  it  is  gene- 
rally    feen,     fome     zealoas 
preachers  overfiioot  the  mark, 
and  generate  dodrinal  aotir 
nomianifm.     One  plain  difr 
tindion,     methinks,   would 
prevent  error  on  this  ardclea 
Good  works  are  not  efleotial 
to  jufttjkatien.    Good  work| 
ar^lc^ential  to  falvtui^* 
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duties,  and  partakes  of  fuch  and  fuch  advantages, 
or  he  may  be  confidened  with  regard  to  church- 
feUowJhipj  and  fo  he  is  fubjed  to  other  kwB  and 
enjoys  other  privileges.  This  cuftom  of  diltinr 
guilhing  into  diffcrtfnc  views  is  very  common  m 
preaching.  (3) 

Defi-? 


(3)     T>iftinguijb.        Thus 
Sauiin    on   Luke  xxiii.  34. 
•*  Fatbir  fwrp^ue  tbemfor  tbey 
know  not  nvbat  tbty  do*  Some 
fay,  this   expreffion   is    not 
ftriflly  true,  bat  it  is  an  over- 
flow  of  a^eflion    in    Jefas 
Chrift,    like    the    defire    of 
Mofes  to  be  bloHed  out  of  tbi 
hook  o/life ;  and  the  *wijb  of 
S.  Paul  to  be  accurjid.     We 
dare  not  ^opt  this  i^^tm  in 
Te^ard  to  the    Lord    Jefus. 
We  aAually  believe,  the  ig- 
norance of  thefe  murderers 
of  Chrifl    dimini(hed   their 
crime;   for,  we  mail  difiin- 
guijb  three  forts  of  ignorance. 
There  is   i .  An  in'yiucible  ig- 
norance,  in  which  the  will 
bas  no  part.     It  is  an  infult 
upon  divine  jaftice  to  fup- 
pofe,    it   will     puniih   men 
becaafe  they  were  ignorant 
of  things,  which   they  were 
phyfically  incapableof  know- 
ing,    a.  There  is  a  <tAjil/ul 
and      obftinate    ignorance ; 
foch  an  ignorance,  iar  from 
exculpating,     aggravates    a 
man's    crioies.       There     is 
3.  A  fort  of  ignorance  which 
IS  neither  emtireljf  wilful,  nor 
evtsrefy  invincible,  as  when  a 
man  has  the  means  of  know- 
ledge and  dpes  i\ot  nfe  them. 


The  ignorance  of  thde  miir« 
dcrers  of  Chriil  was  of  the 
laft  kind."  Sa»r,  torn.  Ufriirt 
di  J*  C  four/es  boumamxm 

So  again  on  Jwlaa*3  de- 
fpair.  ''  Defpair  muft  be 
difiiuguiflnd,  I.  From  a«»- 
lady*  2.  From  a  rigorous 
but  paternal  tbafHJfemim^ 
wherewith  the  Lord,  fome* 
times,  by  fufpending  the 
effeAs  ot  his  love  tries  the 
greateft  faints.  3.  From  the 
exercifes  of pimtonce*  A  man 
very  much  fhocked  at  the 
bafenefs  of  his  paft  lliiful 
condu^,  and  trembling  for 
the  confequences  does  not 
defpair,  this  is  not  defpair* 
this  is  a  virtue."  Sur  It  dif" 
e/poir  di  Jtuias^  torn*  i. 

Here  follows  another  ex* 
ample  from  a  leaned  pro* 
feifor  of  Divinity  in  the 
French  reformed  oidverfity 
at  Saumur.  '*  An  Ecckjia 
poffit  irrartf*  Whether  the 
church  can  err  ?  We  will  ex* 
plain,  fays  he,  this  queftioo, 
by  diftinguifinng  the  meaning 
of  each  word.  The  word 
cburcb  either  ftands  for  thofe» 
who  froftfs  chriftianity,  or 
for  thofe,  who  are  realiy  chrif- 
tians.  Real  chriftians  may 
be  coniidered  eolUSi'Vfly^  in  a 
body; 
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Definition. 


This  is  fometimes  ufed  when  an  aft  of  God  is 
fpoken  of,  as  the  pardon  of  our  fins— the  juftifi- 


cation 


body  I  or  diftrihutiyely^  in  (c- 
parate  congregations;  or/«r 
dividuallj^  in  particular  per- 
fons."  The  objed  in  con- 
templation being  thus  dif- 
tingoiflicdy  the  queflion  is 
eanly  anfwered.  If  we  take 
the  word  church  in  the  £rfl 
fenfe^  it  includes  the  Greek 
churchy  the  Reman  church, 
the  reformed  churches,  &c. 
Who  will  pretend  to  fay, 
ihefe  cannot  err?  They  mu- 
tually tax  each  other  with 
error.  The  other  meanings 
of  the  w.ord  make  the  quef- 
tion  equally  plain. 

Oor  pro&flpr  goes  on. 
*'•  The  word  trr  may  be 
taken  i.  SuhjeSi'ueljt  as  it 
refpedb  the  erroneous  perfbn, 
who  may  err  either  nuilfuUu 
and  obftinately^  or  finctrely^ 
and  eott/ciiHiiouJly'y  and  fa^ 
ther,  who  may  fail  into  error 
for  a  time 9  or  may  cominui  in 
it  for  ever.  2.  The  word  err 
may  be  confidered  QbjeSii*uely^ 
for  there  are  fundamental  er- 
rors, and  circumftantial  er- 
rors." 

««  The  third  dittinaion  re- 
gards  the  word  pojjit  ;  for  it 
may  be  taken  (Afolwely ;  for 
that  is  poilible,  confidered  in 
itfelf,  which  implies  no  con- 
tradivlion :  or  it  may  be  con- 
fidered   hypQtbetUaliyi    for  a 


thing  poflible  in  itfelf  may 
be  impojfible  to  us,  because 
God  has  otherwife  deter- 
mined it.  -Mnltum  intereft 
igitur  fcire,  quo  fenfn  negan- 
dum,  aut  affirmandian  fit  £c- 
cleiiam  poffe  errarc.**  d- 
meran  PratkQ*  torn,  i.  ie 
EccUf 

I  wifli,  they  at  Rome,  who 
proft:fs  infallibility,  and 
others  at  home,  who  ad  on 
the  prefumption  of  their  pof> 
feiSng  it,  would  condefcend 
to  make  a  few  of  thefe  ne- 
ceflary  diflindions,  for  the 
,  eafe  of  their  opprefied  bre* 
thren's  confciences.  When 
I  take  this  hierarchical  datum 
into  examination,  the  church 
bath  povaer  to  decree  rites  and 
^ceremonies 9  it  crumbles  all  to 
pieces  in  my  hands.  I  a(k, 
of  whom  fpeak  thefe  pro-, 
phets  ?  of  themfelves,  or  of 
fome  other  men  ?  Who  is  the 
church?  The  common  people  of 
England  ?  Have  they  power 
to  decree  rites?  Is  the  ^m- 
'vocation  the  church  ?  have 
they  power  without  aft  of 
jparliament?  Is  the  houfe  ef 
parliament,  kin^,  lords,  and 
commons,  the  church  ?  Does 
this  honourable  body  anfwer 
the  fcriptural  definition  of  a 
church  ?  Or  do  they  anfwer 
that  definition  of  a-  church, 
which 
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cation  of  our  perfons,  &c.— or  when  a  virtue  or  a 
vice  is  in  queftion,  for  then  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  define.  (4) 

Dm- 


which  the  eflabli(hed  arti- 
chs  give  ?  A  thoufand  qoef- 
tioiis  woold  arife  on  the  other 
words,  ptnjcery  decrte^  hatb^ 
ritis^  CiremcniiJ-^STt  they 
pagat^  rites,  je<wijb  rites,  po- 
pip  rites,  moranjian  rites.  Sec. 
&c.  &c.  So  many  didindions, 
fo  many  rays  of  light  thrown 
on  abftrnfe  queftions. 

(4)  Definition,  Nothing 
Teems  eafier  at  firft  fight  than 
definition,  yet  nothine  re- 
quires greater  ikill;  tor  to 
-define  a  guinea  is  not  to  give 
one  and  twenty  (hillings  for 
it,  yet  (if  I  mav  fpeak  fi>) 
we  have  often  been  ferved 
thus  in  definitions.  Had  we 
afked  a  philofopher  fome 
years  ago  what  matter  was? 
He  would  have  anfwered 
from  Ariftotle,  that  it  *wat 
*wbat  *wAs  neither  tAjhiebj  nor 
honv  great  y  nor  nvhai,  nor  any 
thing  of  ^Afhat  being  ivaf  de- 
■ter mined  iy,  Arift,  Phyf*  lit,  i. 
€ap.  nit. 

Should  yoli  inquire  of  a 
botahift  now  a  days  what 
pgrfley'is}  He  would  tell  you, 
it  is  an  umhelli/erouj  plants 
ivhofe  Uatves  are  dinjided  info 
fine  oblong  narro^w  fegmentSy 
iKhoJe  feeds  are  fomevjhat 
crookedly  plano^ecnvex,  *ivith 
yfllonu  ridges  on  the  comvex 
/ide^  tcz.  AH  this  may  be 
pretty,  and  even  pompous  in 
l>oak's :  but  reduce  thefe  de- 


finitions to  the  common  ufes 
of  life,  and  who  I  wonder 
wonld  underhand  a  word  yom 
faid  ?  fiegging  pardon  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  into  whofe  pro. 
vinces  we  have  wandered, 
may  we  not  naturally  fup* 
pofe,  that  divinity,  having 
been  in  the  fame  hands,  has 
met  with  the  fame  treatment  I 
Should  we  aik  Thomas  Aqoi* 
nas  '9t\i2X  faith  is  ?  he  would 
tell  us — that  aaus  primus,  eft 
forma  et  integritas  rr/,— aiid 
that  aMus  fecundue  eft  operaiio, 
-~and  that  thefe  are«ither^/r- 
citifOTimperati,8cc.  He  is  not 
the  only  one,  who  has  obtain- 
ed the  title  of  DoaorJngelicus 
for  manufa^uring  fuch  ob- 
fcurities  as  thefe.  We  Jiave 
many  fuch  fcholaftick  angels 
ftilL  Jquijt.  fum»  pars  u 
^uaft.  48.  Art.  y. 

««  The  rules  of  a  good 
definition  (fays  Dr.  Watts) 
are  I.  It  muft  be  nniverfa!, 
or  adequate.  %.  Proper  and 
peculiar  to  the  thing  defined, 
and  agree  to  that  done.  3. 
Clear  and  plain.  4.  Short, 
and  have  no  iuperfluous 
words,  or  tautology.  .  5* 
Neither  the  thine  defined, 
nor  a  mere  iynonimous 
name  ihould  make  any  part 
of  the  definition/*     Lozic.  i. 

6.5.      -        .       . 

A  dafs  of  grave  pious  men 

rife  up  in  the  church,   and 

re- 
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Division. 

This  either  regards  different  fpecies  of  the  genus, 
or  diiSerent  parts  of  a  whole,  and  it  may  fometimes 
be  ufed. profitably.  Thu^,  in  fpeaking  of  God's 
providence  in  general,  you  may  confider  the  extent 
of  that  providence,  to  which  are  fubjedt  i.  Natu- 
ral 


yecommend  a  fpecies  of  relt* 
'  gion  to  me,  which  they  call 
mjfiUal  Din/imtjy  z.Jhort  tvay 
f  the  deity,  to  the  top  of  the 
JBOuntain,  to  the  third  bta<ue9ti 
to  tb$  darkne/s  in  'which  Jt* 
J^ah  divellj,  I  aik  them  to 
d^m  this  myftical  divinity : 
but  it  is  impoffible  to  get  an 
anfwer  from  thefe  provoking 
writers. 

Myftica  theologia,  fays 
one,  eft  ftaretiffima  mentis 
cum  Deo  locutio.  DioMji/l  Car" 
thuf.fuf.  DioH.  Myft.  Thiol. 

7^  fecond  fays,  Eft  aniifti 
extenfy  in  Deam  per  amoris 
deiiderium.  Gtr/on  de  Myfi. 
ibooL  Spec.  Confid.  28. 

Again,  Eft  ism//^  angogica 
in  Deoin  per  purum  et  fer- 
▼idum  amorem.  Idem  Ger- 
fim%  Hid. 

A  third  afErms,  Eft  ccs- 
leftis  qoaedam  Dei  notitia  per 
nnionem  voluntatis  Deo  ad« 
haerentis  elicita,  vel  tomine 
coelitas  produfla.  Joam.  a 
Je/u  Maria  Myft,  TbeoL  cap.  I  • 

A  fourth  calls  it  Sapimtia 
experimentaliu  Bahh.  Cordis 
ritts  I/ag.  &C. 

I  tranfcribe  thefe  from  on^ 
of  thefe    mafter   dreamers. 


who-,  had  he  b^n  a  rational 
creature,  would  not  have 
pretended  to  define  a  fubjeft 
which  he  calls  indoctun  (a- 
pientiam,  omni  fapientia  ha- 
mana  fuperiorem,  by  which, 
adds  he,  mens  denm  fnum 
fote  difcurjthus  agnofcit,  ec 
quail  contre^tat,  et  fint  rati^ 
ocinatioaihus  guftat.  It  is, 
continues  he.  Res  abftmfa  eC 
difficilis,  ac  prorfns  divina, 
certii  finibuf^  circumfcrihi  «^ 
f«//,  //  diaUiticorum  rtgalis 
c9Hcludi,  Yet  thefe  are  the 
men,  who  pretend  to  con* 
dud  rational  creatures  ad 
myfticorum  oraculorum  luci- 
diflimum,  iudimcnfirMU^  et 
fummum  faftigium  ;  ad  fim- 
plicia  et  immutabilia  theo- 
logiae  myfteria,  qus  in  caU-^ 
gim/pkitdidijjma  filentii  ape- 
riuntnr !  Boum  Cardinalij  op. 
nfia  campend.  ad  Datm,  ptr 
mattu  aaagogicosf  si  tgmtat 
a/pfratioms. 

^  Moft  of  the  myftick  divines 
diftin|uifh  the  myftick  life 
into  the  purgaH've,  v^ch  re- 
fpeds  the  ienfes ;  the  iUm* 
minaiivf,  that  belongs  to  the 
na/on;  and  the  umiti've^  which 
belongs  to  the  mind  or  (pint, 
the 
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*al  caufes.     i.  Contingent.     3.  Independent.     4. 
Good  and  bad.     5.  Great  and  fmall.  (5) 

XXVII. 
Compare  ttiE  different  Parts  of  tHE  TexI* 

TOGETHER. 

This  is.  a  very  ufeful  topick,  and  it  wilt  often 
fumifl>  very  beautiful  conflderations^  if  we  knov/ 
how  to  mal^e  a  proper  ufe  of  it.  For  example^ 
In  this  text  of  S.  Paul  to  the  Romans,  fbere  is 
iierefore  mw  m  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in 
Ckrift  Jefks^  wh&  walk  not  after  the  flejh^  but  after 
tbefpirit.  You  may  qiake  a  very  edifying  com- 
parifon  between  this  laft  part,  who  walk  not  after 
ibe  fi^  but  after  the  fpirit^  with  the  firft  parr, 
ibere  is  no  condemnation -,  and  you  may  remarkji 
that  in  the  one,  the  apoftle  exprefles  what  God 
4oes  in  f^vqur  of  the  faithful,  and  in  the  other 
vphat  the  faithful  do  for  the  glory  of  God.  God 
ebfolves  them ;  arid  they  live  holily,  and  devote 

them- 

khe  fuperipr  p4rt  of  the  fottt.  (5)  Sde  the  whole  chapter 

Tb^  fafiHHis  F^Relpa's  majpims  of  Divifion,  v<)K  i,  c.  4.  p.  43. 

iff  thf  faints  are,  it  is  fskid*  Sit   igitiur    divifio^   Feram 

made  qpofthefe.   A  loarned  plurium  in  iingulas  pardtio, 

profi^iTor    of   divinity   in    a  iiQgalarttm  in  paites  difcfe- 

fi^ign       univeriity       bath  tas  ordo,  et  reds  qaa^dam 

proved,  that   the    whole   is  tollatio>  pionba»  ibqueotia 

derived  from  the  philofophy  annedens ;    difpofitio,  utifis 

of  Pl9to«     '*  Myfiicaitt  the-  rerum   ac  partium  in  locos 

l>logiai»  {^latQni^tas  philofo-  diilributio.     Sed  memineri^ 

plii^c  oxiginem  debere,  com-  mas  ipfank  difpofitiftnein  ple-^ 

munis  et  recepta  fere  hodle  ruaiqae  utilitatc  mucbri,  nee 

eft  fententia.*'     Buddet  Ana^  eandem  femp«r  primam  quef- 

U^^     Bxerc.    Hifton     Phik/^  tionem  ex  utraque  parte  trac* 

Pjtb^g.  flafcnica.  tandam.    ^'m,  Inft.  lib.  vii. 

cap.  I.  dc  dijpofitiQnu 

Vol,  IL  L  I 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


(    i66    ) 

themfelves  to  good  works.  God  impofes  holineft 
upon  us  in  juftification^  and  juftification  is  the 
parent  of  holinefs,  take  away  juftification,  and 
there  cannot  pofiibly  be  any  good  works,  take 
away  good  works  and  there  is  no  more  juftifi- 
cation. (6) 

Yott 


(6)'  God  imfofes  hoUnefs 
ff^MT  us  in  jmfiijuation,  '  Mr. 
Ulaude*s  words  are«  la  faiii- 
tete  eft  ]a  eonditUn.  The 
word  condition  with  us  con- 
veys an  idea  oi  pwoer  to  per- 
form, and  merit  in  perform- 
ing :  but,  it  is  certain,  Mr. 
Claude  meant  no  fucfa  thing, 
for  he  afcribes  all  our  falva- 
tion  to  the  grace  of  God. 
As  the  word  condition  is  of 
vtry  va^ue  and  uncertain 
meaning  in  the  French  tongue, 
fometimes  put  for  place,  em- ' 
ployment,  office,  nature,  cir- 
cumftances,  &c.  un  bomme  dt 
Condition^  is  a  man  of  quality 
^^T^accepti  la  condition^  I  em- 
brace your  offer,  &c.  &c.— 
as  the  word  is  fo  equivocal, 
1  have  given  it  what  I  think 
was  Mr.  Claude's  meaning. 
Moil  parties  among  chriflians 
have  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
fpcak  fo.)  their  cburcbAdiom^ 
an  afTociation  of  terms  form- 
ing a  peculiar  phrafeology 
to  themfelves :  but  as  a  lite- 
ral tranflation  of  a  clafScal 
author  would  make  bald  £n- 
gli(h,  and  bad  fenie,  and  we 
ihould  quarrel  mth  the  writer 
for  averting  what  he  never 
believed,  (b  in  rtligious  con- 
troverfies,  we  ought  to  lake 


people's  words  in  their  own 
ienfe,  not  ours,  otherwiie 
we  mav  jangle  about  the  let- 
ters of  the  alphabet  till  we 
are  called  to  judgment.  In- 
deed, it  is  not  to  be  wonder* 
ed  at,  that  proteflants  hafc 
fuch  a  hatred  to  the  word 
nurity  and  many  of  them  to 
the  word  condition^  which, 
they  think,  is  a  flip  of  th6  fame 
tree,  when  it  is  coofidered  to 
what  a  length  of  blafphemy 
the  ignorance  of  fome  in  the 
Romiih  community  have  car- 
ried it.  Their  works  deferve 
heaven  for  themfelves,  and 
for  their  neighbours.  If  we 
will  believe  them,  the  very 
devil  is  afraid  of  a  faint's 
a(hes  a  thoufand  years  ato 
his  death,  and  the  virgin 
Mary  has  done  more  for  Goi 
than  God  has  done  for  her, 
and  for  all  mankind.  Plus 
fecit  Maria  deo,  quam  ho* 
mini  deus,  Deus  quodam- 
modo  plus  obligetur  nobis 
ouam  nos  fibL  Tu  O  viiro  I 
folum  cecinifti,  quia  fecit 
mihi  magna  qui  pocens  eft; 
ego  vero  cano  et  dico,  quia 
tu  fecilli  majora  ei  qui  po- 
tens  eft.  fBomardin.  finenf. 
Jerm.  6^.et  Bem.  do bufi.  M^tr. 
afud  UjbiT  dt  ittvocMt,  fim8.)  - 
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You  may  alfo  compare  this  lad  part  with  the 
condition  in  which  the  believer  is  here  confideredi 
he  is  in  Cbrift  Jefus^  and  remark  that  thefe  two 
things  perfectly  agree  together,  becaufe  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  true  caufe  of  our  juftiBcation,  and 
iandification  is  the  principal  efieA  of  our  com- 
munion with  Jefus  Chrift.  (7) 

So 


tnd  hence  we  are  advifed  by 
Anfelm  rather  to  truft  Mary 
than  Chrift.  Velocior  eft  non- 
sunqaam  falas  memorato  no- 
laine  Mariacy  quam  invocato 
nomine  domini  Jefa  unici 
filii  ftti.  (di  exeellentia  htai^ 
wrg,  cat.  6.  J  This  is  horrid ! 
bat»  after  all,  do  we  really 
t)iink»  all  the  members  of 
that   church  affix  the  fame 


meaning  to  the  word  merit 
that  we  do !  when  thev  fing, 
O  felix  culpa,  quae  taiera  ac 
tantum  Msavir  habere  re- 
demptorem;  doxhey  indeed 
thinXy  Adam's  iin^//^r<vf^  to 
be  rewarded  with  the  re* 
demotion  of  himfelf  and  all 
mankind?  do  they  not  rather 
mean  what  Dr.  Young  meaQt 
when  he  faid. 


Bold  thought!  ihall  I  dare  fpeak  it  ?  or  reprefs  ? 
Should  man  more  ixearate,  or  h&aft^  the  guilt 
Which  rous*d  fach  vengeance  ?  which  fuch  love  inflamM? 

Night  TbougbtSy  N.4.  209. 


See  more  to  this  purpofe 
in  archbifliop  Uiher's  works, 
chap.  xii.  of  merit s^  where 
the  good  bimop  proves,  that 
neither  the  ancient  fathers, 
nor  the  ancient  members  of 
the  Romiih  church  held  what 
nue  call  the  do^rine  of  merit, 
though  they  bfed  the  word. 
Who  does  not  know  that 
words  in  this  age  mean  what 
they  did  not  in  the  laft  ? 

(7)  Juftification.  Many  of 
our  divines  have  well  obferv- 
cd,  that  on  a  clear  diftindlion 
Ibetweenjailifi^ation  and  fane- 
tification  depends  in  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  whole  plan 
9f  redemptioiK    When  tivofe 


two  doflrines  are  confounded, 
the  reft  of  the  fyftem  cannot 
be  clear.  The  firft  is  an  ad 
of  God  without  us;  the  laft 
is  an  operation  of  his  blefTed 
fpirit  in  us.  Thefe  two  muft 
be  diftinguKhed !  but  they 
may  not  be  divided.  When 
they  are  undiftinguilhed,  law 
ana  gofpel,  works  and  grace, 
the  merit  of  Chrifl  and  the 
efforts  of  chriftians  run  toge- 
ther into  one  mafs  of  obfcu* 
rity  and  confufion.  When 
they  are  divided  they  pro- 
duce myfticifm  orlihertinifm, 
or  both.  Many  very  good 
men,  however^  fhimble  on 
thus  all  their  days;  but  we 
LI  a  «r« 
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.  So  again,  in  this  bcfiuc^fMl  pstffd^  in  the  lecoAd 
of  Ephefians.  God  who  is  rkh  iH  fMercy^  f^r  Ins 
greai  love  wherewilb  he  IcOe^  us^  tven  when  we  were 
dead  in  fins^  hath  quickened  ^s  ii^eiher  with  Chr0^ 
by  grace  are  ye  faved.  You  may  oppofe  and  coiii- 
pare  thefe  t^'o  fubjcfts  in  the  text,  dead  injin^  and 
rich  in  mercy^  as  being  two  extremes,  extreme  mi- 
fery,  and  ej^treme  mercy,  one  in  us,  and  the  other 
in  God.  (8)     The  greatnefs  of  our  crimes  maniteft 

^  the 


are  ready  to  admit  Aat  mpo* 
logy  for  them,  which  Vof- 
fius  made  for  Peter  Hinkel- 
man,  and  others  of  his  day. 
M  Quamqnam  autem  lAius 
farinsc  fcriplores  feqtiia^  de 
no)>is  mereanrar,  minitne  ta« 
men 'par  pari  damus  hofti- 
mcntum  :  fed  in-genoe  fate- 
mur  ucut'Z7ctfcc/o^cc,  imo  non 
pauca  dCcTc^a  plane  fint,  qus 
ex  eoruni  libris  Caniilus,  ex 
Canifio  item  coi)g«<Ht  Bel- 
larminus :  nihilominus  nos 
putare  plcrofqueomnes  eorum 
redius  fentire  quam  loqui : 
nee  tam  oppugn atum  ire 
operam  quam  ^duciam  in 
bonis  optribus  collocatum  : 
neque  tam  eorum  ncceilita- 
tern  rd  falutem  quam  falutis 
xneritum  condemn  are  :  neque 
tam  impugna^  indivldi;um 
trorum  nexum  cum  fide  juilU 
ficante,  quam  coram  juliiti;c 
divinz  tbroao  ad  a<5l\im  juf- 
tificationis  negare  concurfum. 
Qu^e  A  ita  funt,  quamquam 
injuria  ecc^fias  noilras  in- 
^effant,  ac  in  fer^none  peri- 
q  lofa  admodum  vjr^Co^n  et 
illaudabili  KAjay^nait  utan« 
;u^:  t^en  vetus  ec  acerba 


iftxc  i^iter  partes  velitAko 
magnam  partem  vera  faerit 

Yojfii  Tin/,  Thiol.  4l€  htn.  oft- 
ribus.  ^  Do^ftMie  Biftftfi 
cfD^rry  unJuftiJicMion^  hiSu 
<•  6.   19,  2Qv  &c. 

(8)  Tou  may  ^emfaM  t^ 
iiwo  farts  of  the  #r*/,  Tfeis 
method  of  elucidation  is  apr 
plicable  to  argumenii  in  a 
difcourfe,  as  well  as  to 
claufes  in  a  telict.  Thus,  for 
example*  S.  Paul  a£nns, 
J^/us  Chrift  hath  ttholi^d 
Jeath.  One  of  our  divines 
obferves,  **  the  Jew,  Aben 
Amram^  and  the  Moham- 
medan, Achmet  Ben  AbJal- 
lah,  objed,  !C  is  moft  im« 
pertinent,  abfurd  and  faiie 
to  affirm  that  Jefos  hathabo- 
lifhed  death  in  «ny  fenfe  at 
all ;  for  this  makes  the  jof* 
ticc  of  God  ^  on  to  cxtA  a 
debt,  when  full  payment  is 
pretended  to  haveoeen  made. 
In  a.nfwcr  to  this  reafoning, 
J  ftiall  ihew  two  thifigs^  t. 
That  the  principles,  on  which 
it  ftandsy  are  fuch  as  the 
Jew  caimot  abide  by:  bat 
all  thQ  abford  opinions 
charged 
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the  riches  of  God'fc  mercy)  and  die  rkheft  of  hk 
m^cy  thiasb  thjc  ^atnefs  of  our  crimes.  Had 
our  fins  been  fefs,  it  muft  indeed  hate  been  mercy 
to  {>ardon  our  fins,  but  not  ricbei  of  mercy.     If 

God 


cliarged  opon  cur  religion, 
in  this  mattbi^  betr  foil  as 
liard  apoiiy  aad  are  equally 
acknowledged  in  Ins  envn^ 
Z>  Tiiat  the  centinuance  of 
labour,  andforrow,  and  bo- 
dily  death,  nDtwithAandiag 
the  apoftle^  afTertion  here, 
that  Jefiu  Cbrtft  hath  ah^lijbti 
4emb,  is  moft  itri6l]y  rational 
aad  cme.'^  Dr.  Sumhepes 
fixfh/emt,  at  Boyie's  hUttrt. 

So  again,  in  regard  to  the 
driJHttn  intenprecation  of 
prophecies.  ••  If  «zwf  brias; 
no  ttxti  concerning  tbe  Me^ 
iiah,  which  the  Jews  did  not 
allow  to  concern  hisn— ^nor 
arge  them  in  txiy /gn/e  which 
they  did  not  admit— then  I 
am  Aire  the  Jrws  cannot  pro- 
fit themielves  of,  nor  can  we 
fairly  be  accountable  for  fach 
pretended  incoberencies.  It 
lies  opon  the  fynagogne  to 
viodtcaiie  itfclf,  &c/'  Tht 
/ame^  firm,  8. 

Sfridly  fpeaking,  this  me* 
thod  of  argoing  aiay  operate 
the  filence  tyf  an  opponent : 
but  it  will  not  produce  con* 
vvdion  m  him.  PoiHive  evi- 
dence mxxk  do  that.  Ifew« 
erer,'  it  has  its  ufe.  ^ee 
vol.  i.  p.  foo,  Sec.  vol.  it, 
p.  174,  &c.  193,  &c 

Mr.  Chuide  has  made  two 
tepicks  of  tvmpofijimt  or  con- 
trail.  ThfeH>iie(xvi.  p,i74^ 


is  a  comparifon  of  one  text 
with  wtathir  text,  or  one  fob- 
jeA  with  another  fubjed.  TJiift 
other  ^xxvii)  is  a  comparifim 
of  one  part  of  the  /ami  text 
with  another,  or  obe  pant  t>f 
a  hiftory  with  another  part 
of  iht^me  hifbory,  and  the 
utility  of  this  method  will 
appear  by  the  following  ex* 
ampks. 

John  xvi.  13.  mtM  th9 
Jtirit  9f  truth  is  <9mi,  hi  *wiii 
pdiii  yois  into  all  truth. 
What  f  will  the  holy  Ipirit  an- 
fwor  17// the  qoeilions,  that  we 
may  think  proper  |o  afk? 
Will  he  inform  os  of  the  m^/i 
of  the  divine  exiilenoe,  fup^r 
pofe?  Compare  the  forego*^ 
ing  words  with  the  follow- 
ing. He  Jhall  not  /peak  con^ 
cemiug  HIMSELF.  He  (hall 
not  acquaint  yoo  with  the 
mode  of  his  own  exigence, 
and  fo  on.  WhatfoenHr  hi 
fiall  HEAR  thut  {hall  he  fftak^ 
he  ihall  fix  your  attention  on 
the  truths  of  revelation,  he 
^all  alie^  yocr  hearts  with 
»y  doArines,  &c. 

Thus  a  periii  any  be  com- 
pared. Qid  nmll  have  all 
men  ti  hi  /awed*^hrijl  ga^vt 
him/el/  s  ran/am  fir  all— >- 
msdi  freyers  for  all  men. 
This  paflage  onght  not  to  be 
mged  in  the  arminian  con- 
Croverfy ;  for  a  part  of  this 
period 
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God  had  been  only  lightly  inclined  to  mercy  he 
might  indeed  have  pardoned  fmaller  fins^  but  this 
would  never  have  extended  to  perfons  diod  in 
their  fins  \  this  belongs  only  to  extraordinary  apd 
abounding  mercy.  (9) 

In 


period  fixes  the  fenre  to  ranks ^ 
cv  degrees  of  men*  Pray  for 
Kixs&Sy  and  for  all  that  an 
iff  AUTMOKrTY.  The 
BDeaniagy  then,  is,  pray  for 
alL  ranks  and  degrees  of  men» 
|br  God  will  uve  ibme  of 
^)X9rders — Chrift  gave  him- 
ielf  a  raafott  for  perfons  of 
all  degrees,    i  Tim.  ii.  i— 6. 

A^s  xvi.  S.  Paul  baptised 
Lydia  and  her  bost/Md^  1 5*~~" 
&  Paul  entered  into  (he  hoafe 
of  Lydia,  and  when  they  had 
i:en  the  brttbrtn^  they  com- 
&>ittd  theoi,  and  departed, 
4Ck— S.  Paul  baptised  the 
u]lor»  and  all  his,  33«— The 
jailor  rejoiced,  belii^ing  in 
God  with  all  his  houfa,  34. 
Thefe  pafTages  ought  not  to 
ie  brought  in  proof  of  infant* 
baptifm;  for  a  comparifon  of 
•ne  part  of  the  hillory  with 
the  other  proves  that  infants 
were  incapable  of  what  is 
aSinied  of  the  houiholds,  or 
ftmilies. 

(9)  Here  our  author's  to- 
ykks  end;  and,  it  is  to  be 
xemembered,  they  are  fubjeA 
|o  both  ufe  and  abufe.  Who- 
ever choofes  may  oonfult 
Slusn/iliani  inJliisaUnes  traU 
Mb.v.  e,  10.  Cicero  de  oretiortf 
hb.  ii.  #/  in  tepicis*  Arifiottlis 
Mhttor^  lib.  ii.  c,  23,  24,  &c. 
i»t  p^rfefit  we  wiU  only  add  ^ 


note  or  two,  whicb  the  in- 
telligent reader  will  apply 
faimielf. 

*'  Inventio  argame&tomin, 
inventio  proprie  non  eft.  In- 
venire  enim  eft  ignota  dete- 
gere,  non  ante  c^goita  re- 
cipere,  aut  revocaic.  Hu- 
jiifce  a»tem  inventionis  ufos 
atque  pfiicimfr  non  aliad  vi- 
detar,  qaam  ex  maifa  fci-i 
entiae  quz  in  animo  congefla 
et  rccondita  eft,  ea  quae  ad 
rem,  aut  qusftionem  infti<% 
tutam  faciunt,  dextredepro- 
mere.  Nam  cui  parnm  aat 
nihil  de  fubjedo  quod  pro* 
ponitar  inaotuit,  ei  loci  in- 
ventionis non  proiunt;  co»- 
tra,  ciii  domi  paratum  eft, 
quod  ad  rem  adduci  poflir, 
is  etiam  abfque  arte,  et  locis 
inventionis  argame^ta  tan- 
dem (licet  non  tta  expedite, 
et  commode)  reperiet  et  pro- 
ducet.  Adeo  ut  hoc  genus 
inventionis  inventio  proprie 
non  fit,  ied  redudlio  tantum 
in  memor'am,  five  fuggeftio 
cum  applicatione.  Attamea 
quoniam  vocabolnm  invaloit, 
et  receptum  eft,  vocetor  fane 
inventio.  Siqoidem  etiam 
ferae  alicujus  venatio,  et  in- 
ventio, non  minus  com  ilia 
intra  vivarioram  fcpta.  inda- 
getur,  qaam  cum  in  ialtibus 
^ipertiff  did  po£t*     Miiis 
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In  order  to  render  this  chapter  moft  cdniplete^  k 
may  not  be  improper  to  add  an  example  of  che 
difcuifion  of  a  text  by  way  of  obfervations.  (i) 

Lee 


▼ero  Terbortim  fcmpulis, 
illad   coaftet,   scopum    bt 

FINBM  HUJU8CB  KJII»  B8SB 
PBOMPTITUDINBM  qVAU* 
9AM,  BT  BXPBDITUM  UtVM 
COONIT10N18  NOSTBJBy  PO- 
TIVS  ^^JAM  BJ.USDBM  AM- 
PIIFICATIONBM  AUT  IN- 
CR.EHBNTUH.  £aC0M      dt 

Awgmtnt.  /dent.  lib.  v.  r.  3. 
Avearm  fu»  rot  ra  aut^otj 

cuTiav^  iia  to  vtpt  ra;  vcvfrug 

9UfvCcanrttiO-tv  01  wf)  aip  w 

m»rm  twrm  Mci  ra  natta  yiy 
9$aBai  ftUi.  Oigr  vjnfopov 
BK  cwnayiutria^  xaropBwrtv  ra 


trtrvxt^h  9rag  apxoti  maSt 
woBwag  ucu  ruf  svarrMf  um^ 
Btranm,  TofBTov  w«(  tui 
tmipQo>^at^nM  rcuvkn^uvlauf 

Omnia  quidem  qoas  (bit 
aJeo  indecora,  innftfcnntor 
fcripris  una  ex  cavfa,  neiiifiie 
ex  Jiudio  N^njitatit  in  feniibtis 
proferendisy  (qua  in  re  bodi- 
crni  prxfertim  fcriptores  m^ 
faniant)  &c  Longin.  de/iJ^ 
Um^/eB.^^ 

I  beg  leave  to  fiibjoin  one 
topick  more,  if  I  may  call  k 
ib--I  mean  a  holy  Lir«» 
without  which  the  noft  de»» 
terous  application  of  all  the 
above  rules  is  of  no  avail. 
Can  it  be  better  exprefled 
than  in  a  charader  of  a  great 
divine,  drawn  by  a  poet  of 
oar  own? 


TS  xfOAXif  m?  tffjumtaiy  xai  ra 
ih{^>  KM  vgog  rtnoi;  at  riSovou' 
mai  aura  raura^  xa^a^tp  m; 

His  preaching  much,  but  more  his  practicb  wrought, 

J  A  living  fermon  of  the  truths  he  taught) 
for  this  fy  rules  fevere  his  life  be  /quar*el^ 
That  all  might  fee  the  doflrines  which  they  heard: 
For  pried*,  he  faid,  zxt  patterns  for  the  reft. 
The  gold  of  heav'n,  who  bear  the  God  impreiPd : 
But  when  the  precious  coin  is  kept  unclean. 
The  fovereign's  image  is  no  longer  feen : 
If  they  be  foul,  on  whom  the  people  truft. 
Well  may  the  bafer  brafs  contrad  a  rnft.  Dtydew. 


(1)  Example  of  iifcujjion  by 
nvay  of  obfefoati<m.  Our  au- 
thor derives  his  obfervations 
in  the  following  eiTay  from 
varioiM  topicks  bcfore-msn* 
ii9aed :  bat  there  is  one  cha- 


racter, in  which  they  all 
agree;  they  all  aim  to  cbangi 
the  heart  by  informing  tba 
mind.  This  is  what  our  old 
divines  call  the  beft  preach- 
ing, (avoury  truths  whole* 
feme 
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Let  us  take  tKls.  i  Tbef.  iv.  7.  Gbd  bath  mt  edited 
us  to  unckannefs'^  but  unto  bolinefs.  ift  tbcrefm 
tbat  dcfpifetbj  (kfpifetb  not  man  but  Gadj  wbo  bath 
clfi  given  unto  us  bis  bolyfpirit.  Let  this  be  di- 
vided into  two  parts;  thefirft,  St.  Paul's  doflrinc 
tQUQhing  f^a^tincatioTK  God  (faith  he)  batb  wot 
€idhd  us  to  uncleamujsj  but  unto  boimfs  :  and  the 
liBCQild,  the  inviolable  divinity  of  this  dodrine; 

be 


fiwie  »atlMr»  Spiritual  doe- 
trine»  founds  powerfiily 
fearcliin^  preaching ;  and 
ficat  encomiums  they  juftly 
leiikow  on  miniftersy  who 
prefer  this  before  the  nore 
gaudy:  bot  lefs  uiefal  mate- 
rials of  glaring  ihowy  fer- 
jDDiiSt  which  aim  only  to 
tickle  the  ear*  One  may 
i|ieak  for  all. 

«*  A  powerful  fearching 
auaiftry,  that  bringeth  men 
to  %  iight  and  fenfe  of  their 
ftns,  is  beft  to  fit  men  for 
converfion  to  God.  There 
is  a  playing  with  fcripture , 
in  oratoriaa  floorifliesy  and  a 
found  inculcation  of  it  -  -  - 
It  is  faidy  Pericles  left  a  fting 
in  tbtc  mijids  of  his  hearers. 
That  is  the  beft  preaching, 
which  wonndeih  the  heart; 
it  is  moft  for  the  glory  of 
God»  and  for  the  good  of 
Ibuls.  Speaking  pleafing 
things  to  tickle  the  ear  better 
becometh  the  ftage  than  the 
pulpit.  Ic  H  faid  I'bi  ivonis 
of  fbi  fwifi  mn  as  goails^  and 
umih  faftentd  by  thumper  of 
a^emiliiSy  Bcclef.  xii.  ii. 
Words  that  have  a  notable 
mmmu  io  them}  fome  ipiri* 


tual  fliarpnefs  to  aSeft  the 
heart,  and  quloken  our  doll 
affedlions  -  -  *  He  is  acta 
wife  preacher^  who  doth  not 
mind  his  end^  whofe  fpeech 
is  fuller  of  flaihes  of  wit  than 
of  faTOury  wholefoQie  tmths, 
who  rather  thinketh  to  pleafe 
the  ear  than  to  awaken  the 
confdence :  \^  doth  not  aft 
like  $b0  maftm  •f  agmUm. 
They  are  the  beft  preaehcrst 
and  moft  affe(liaaatt  to  yoa^ 
who  wound  your  fouls.  Tlie 
workof  aminifter  is  not  to 

fain  applaufe  tQ  himfelf: 
ut  fouls  to  God.  He  is  the 
beft  preaoher,  who  maketh 
you  go  away,  and  fay,  aoti 
how  well  he  hjith  preached! 
but  how  ill  have  I  lived!'' 
Dr.  Mani4n*s  \  Sitm.  $9  A3t 
ii.  37,  38- 

Dr.  Bates  in  his  Kineral 
fermon  for  this  Dr<.  Manton 
applies  a  pretty  hiftorical 
anecdote  from  Suetonivs  to 
this  fubjea.  "  Dr.  Manton 
abhorred  a  vain  oftentacion 
of  wit  in  handlin?  facred 
things^  fo  venerable  and 
grave,  and  of  eternal  confe^ 
quence.  IndM  what  is  more 
unbecoming  •  mimfter  of 
Chrift 
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he  tberef^e  that  dtffifithy  defpifeth  not  man  hut  Gody 
who  bath  alfo  given  unto  us  his  holy  fpirit. 

As  to  the  firft,  the  fcnfe  of  the  apoftle's  words 
is  clear ;  for  he  means  to  affirm,  when  God  calls 
us  to  the  communion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  the 
hope  of  his  falvation,  he  does  not  leave  us  at  li- 
berty to  fin,  and  to  follow  our  own  lufts :  but  he 
impofes  on  us  a  neceflity  and  obligation  to  good 
works,  and  a  holy  life.  Obferve  i.  Itis  not  only 
here,  that  S.  Paul  declares  himfelf  upon  this  fub- 
jeft :  it  is  a  do6lrine  diffufed  through  all  his  epiftles. 
In  that,  vrhich  he  addrefles  to  the  Romans,  he 
employs  whole  chapters  to  eftablifti  holinefs  and 
perfqade  to  the  praftice  of  good  works;  cipher  by 
conclufive  reafoning,  or  by  clear  explications,  or 
by  exhortations  and  precepts.  He  does  the  fame 
every  where  elfe,  and  to  this  he  refer$  all  the  be* 
nefits  of  religion,  and  all  our  advantages  of  know- 
mg  God  and  his  myftcries.  Herein  he  follows 
that  general  fpirit,  which  animated  the  Evangefifts, 
and  firft  founders  of  Chriftianity.  Whichever 
way  you  turn  your  t^t%^  you  will  find  in  thefe 
divine  men  only  an  ardent  defife,  and  a  perpetual 
defign  of  abolifhing  the  empire  of  fin,  and  of 

making 

Chrift  than  towage  the  fpirits  laden  with  f^d  for  the  ttfe 

of  his  brain,  as  a  fpider  does  of  wrefllers.     In  fiich  extre-  ' 

his    bowels,   to  (pin  a   web  mity,  to  provide  only  for  de- 

only  to  catch   flies,   to  get  light,   that  there  might  bd 

vain    applaufe    by  foolifhly  fpe^tacles    on    the    theatre, 

pleafing  the  ignorant?  And  when  the  city  of  Rome  was  a 

what  cruelty  is  it  to  the  fouls  fpeAacle  of  fuch  mifery,  as 

of  men  ?   It  is  recorded,  as  to  melt  the  heart  of  any  but 

an  inftance  of  Nero's  faraee  a  Nero,  was  moft  barbarous 

temper,  that  in  a  general  fa-  cruelty :  but  it  is  cruelty  of 

mine,  when  many  were  pe*  a  heavier  imputation  for  a 

rifliing  for  hunger,  he  order-  minifler  to  prepare  his  itx^ 

cd  a  fhip  fhottld  come  from  mens  to  pleafe  the  fooliih 

£gypt*  the  granary  of  Italy,  cnrioiity  of  fancy  with  Halhy 
Vol.  II.  M  m  ^n* 
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making  piety  and  holinefs  reign  in  its  place.  Read 
the  Evangelifts,  the  A6ts  of  the  Apoftles,  the 
Epiftles,  in  a  word  all  the  books  of  the  new-tefta- 
mcnt,  and  you  will  find  this  the  Ihining  charaftcr 
of  them  all. 

Thefe  glorious  authors  have  in  this,  as  in  every 
thing  elfc,  followed  the  fteps  of  Jefus  Chrift  their 
fovcreign  I/)rd,  who  in  all  his  converfation  upon 
earth  propofed  nothing  clfe  but  to  infpire  thofe, 
whom  he  honoured  with  his  prefence,  with  a  ha- 
tred of  fin,  and  a  love  of  holinefs.  This  appears 
in  all  his  actions,  and  in  all  his  fermons,  particu- 
larly in  that  admirable  one,  which  he  preached  on 
the  mount,  related  by  S.  Matthew  in  the  fifth, 
fixth,  and  fcvcnth  chapters  of  his  gofpel;  there 
you  will  find  thefe  admirable  words,  which  regard 
all  the  faithful,  ye  are  tbefah  ef  the  earthy  hit  if 
the  fait  have  leji  bis  favour  wherewith  Jhall  it  he 
failed  t  It  is  thenceforth  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be 
4afi  outy  and  trodden  under  foot  of  men.  Te  are  the 
Hght  of  the  world.  A  city  that  is  fet  on  an  hill  can- 
not be  bid.  Neither  do  men  light  a  candle  and  put  it 
under  a  bufhel:  but  on  a  candlefiick^  and  it  givetb 
light  unto  all,  that  are  in  the  houfe.  Let  your  light 
fo  fhine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  father  which  is  in  heaven.  There 
you  will  meet  with  thofe  admirable  and  important 
words,  fo  worthy  of  being  eternally  engraven  upon 
your  hearts,  Except  your  rigbteoufnefs  J^all  exced 

the 


conceits^  nay,  fuch  light  var  termine  what  conftltuted  the 

iities  as  would  fcarce  be  en-  acumen— the     pungcnt-r/A< 

dured  in  a  fcene,  while  hun-  M<vidinf  a/under  ofjfwl  and 

^ry  fouls  UnguiQi  for   want  fptrit-r-nxi  a  reroQon«  it  woal4 

of  folid  qouriflimcnt/*  be   found   to    lie   in    thi 

I  believe,  were  an   accu-  truth  of  wh^t  was  fidd^ 
rgte  inqaiii^on  made  ^o  d^ 
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the  rigbteoufnefs  rf  tbt  fcribes  and  pbarifeeSy  yejhdl 
in  no  cafe  enter  into  tbe  kingdom  of  heaven.  (2) 

It  is  evident,  that,  of  all  the  religions  which 
have  hitherto  been  propagated  in  the  world,  no 
one  was  ever  comparable  to  the  Chriftian  upon  the  ' 
fubjed  of  piety  and  holinefs.  I  grant,  all  have 
profelied  to  dired  men  to  this :  but  they  have  been 
lb  far  from  excelling  in  it,  that  fome  have  con- 
founded all  our  ideas  of  vice,  by  making  that  pais 
for  virtue,,  or  at  lead  for  an  indifferent  thing, 
which  really  was  an  enormous  crime.  Others 
have  been  defcftive  in  enumerating  human  virtues. 
Some  were  content  to  regulate  external  aftions 
•without  troubling  themfelves  about  the  heart. 
All  together  were  deficient  in  their  motives  to 

good 


{2)  Except  your  rigbteoufnefs 
gxceed  that  of  the  pharifees. 
Mat.  V.  20.  Mr.  Claude's 
application  of  this  padage  to 
9ur  obedience,  not  to  Chrift^z 
in  our  (lead,  is  perfedly 
agreeable  to  the  whole  fcope 
or  thefe  chapters*  in  which 
no  mention  is  made  of  im- 
puted righteoufnefsj  nor  does 
this  text  ieem  to  belong  to 
that  article  of  our  faith.. 

Thofe  commentators,  who 
include  the  rigbteoufnefs  of 
Chrii!,  by  which  we  are  juf- 
ti£edy  do  not  exclude  in  he* 
rent  holinefs,  which  is  our 
fandiiication.  Thus  one, 
*«  inherent  rijghteoufnefs,  or 
the  fan^liii cation  of  the  fpirit, 
is  preferable  to  any  righte- 
Ottlnefs  of  a  natural  man  ;  it 
txceedi  it  in  its  author — na« 
ture— cffcdls — and  ufeful- 
ncfs.'*  Dr.GillontheVlace. 


Another  fays,  "  Wc  muft 
do  more  than  the' pharifees, 
and  hettir  than  they,  or  we 
fhall  come  fhort  of  heaven. 
They  were  partial  in  the  law, 
and  laid  mOil  itrefs  on  the 
ritual  part  of  it :  but  we  mnft 
be  mi'Oerfalf  and  not  think 
it  enough  to  give  the  pried 
his  tithe :  but  muft  give  God 
our  hearts.  They  minded 
onlv  the  outjide  :  but  we  muft 
make  confcieme  of  infide  god- 
linefs.  They  aimed  at  the 
praife  of  men :  but  we  muil; 
aim  at  acceptance  with  God, 
They  were  proud  of  what  they 
did  in  religion:  but  we, 
when  we  have  done  all,  miilfc 
deny  our/e/n/eSy  and  fay,  tvff 
are  unprofitable  fervantSy  and 
truft  only  to^thc  rigbteoufnefs* 
of  Chrift;  and  thus  we  may 
go  beyond  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees."     Henrj  on  the  Place. 

M  m  2 
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good  works,  giving  ^nly  cold  and  powcrkfs  rules, 
without  any  arguments  taken  from  our  true  m(v 
tives  to  hate  fin,  and  love  holinefs.  (3} 

In 


(3)  No  religion  is  compara^ 
hU  t9  Chrifiianiiy  on  thtfukjiH 
cf  bolimfi.     All  our   aipolo- 
giils  plead  this  in  proof  of 
the  divinity  of  chridianity. 
By  the  way,  the  word  atohgy^ 
ufed  by  the  greek  and  latin 
fathers,  figni^d  in  general 
a  difcourfe,  a  plea,  a  deda- 
tnation,  and   they,  properly 
enough,   cdled  their    argu- 
ments apologies  fbr  chriuia« 
aity:  but   with  us  apology 
fignilies  excUft  for  fomething 
<wrongf     not    *viniiieation    of 
what    is    right.     Apologies 
for  chriftiamtyj  therefore,  im- 
ply too  much.    To  return , 
The  holinefs  of  the  gofpel  is 
one  ^rand  argtiment  for  the 
divinity  of  k;  and  what  one 
of  th«  fathers  affirmed  of  it 
in  comparifon    with    paga- 
nifm  may  be  fairly  applied 
to  the  fimplicity  of  the  wor- 
fhip      of     fome     reformed 
churches  Ib  comparifon  with 
that  of  Rome,  and  other  cor- 
rupt   communities    like    it. 
<■  Quomodo  enim  dens  aut 
amabit  colentem,  ii  ipfe  non 
ametar  ab  eo,  aut  prseftabit 
precanti    quicqnid   oraverit, 
cum  ad  precandum  neque  ex 
animo  neque  obiervanter  ac^ 
,    cedat?  ifti  autem  cum  ad  fa- 
^crificandum    veniunt,    nihil 
intimum,  nihil  proprium  diis 
fuis  oiFerunt,    non    integri- 
tatem  mentisy  non  reveren« 


tiam,  non  timorem.    Perafiis 
itaque    facrificiis     inanibas, 
omnem  religionem  in  templo, 
et  cum  templo,  ficat  invene- 
rant    relinquunt:    nihil  que 
fecum  ex  ea  neque  aFerunt, 
neque    referunt.-      Inde  eft, 
quod  ejufmodi  religiones  nee 
,bono3  facerc  pofTunt,  neqoe 
firmse,  ac  immutabiles  e/Te. 
Traduci^ntur  ab  his  homines 
facile :  quia  nihil  ibi  ad  vi- 
tam,    nihil    ad    fapientiam, 
niliil  ad  fidem  difcitur.   Quae 
eft  enim  fuperftitio  illorum 
deorum  ?  quae  vis  ?  quae  dif- 
ciplina?    quae    ofigo?    qas 
ratio?   quod  fundamentum? 
quae  fubftantia  ?  quo  tendit  ? 
aut  quid  pollicetur,  ut  abho- 
mine  poflit  fideliter  fervari, 
fortiterque  defendi?  in  qaa 
nihil  aliud  video  quain  ritam 
ad  folos  digitos  pcrtinentem. 
Noftra  vero  religio  co  firma 
eft,  et  folida  et  immutabilis 
quia  juftitia  d6cet,  quia  no- 
bis cum  femper  eft,  quia  tota 
in  animo  cokntis  tft^  quia  ni en- 
tern    ipfam     pro    facrificio 
habet.     11  lie  itihil  aliud  exi- 
giturquam  fiinguispecodura, 
et  fumus,  et  inepta  libatio; 
hie  bona  mens,  hie  purom 
peftus,  innocens  vita."  lo^c 
tant,  Div,  Infi.  lit,  v.  r.  iO. 

With  good'  reafon  therefore 

might  TertuUian  triumph  a* 

he  did  that  every  mechanick 

jKmong  Chf  iftians  knew  more 

tbaa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    ^7/    ) 

In  all  thefe  refpedts  chrHHanifjr  h  admirable. 
There  is  no  vice  whatever,  which  it  does  not  con- 
demn, no  virtue,  which  it  does  not  ordain.  Ic 
not  only  regulates  the  exterior,  but  it  goes  even 
fo  far  as  to  purify  the  heart,  the  fource  of  all  oar 
aAions.  It  gives  us  precejjts  for  all  the  different 
ilate^  and  conditions,  m  which  men  can  be  placed. 
It  maintains  the  force  of  its  precepts  by  the  moft 
amiable  examples,  that  can  be  conceived.  It  af- 
fords us  in  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  a  perfeft  model, 
and  it  accompanies  all  this  with  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  powerful  motives,  and  prevailing  reafbns. 
It  is,  then,  in  this  general  fpirit  of  chriftianity 
that  S.  Paul  writes  thefe  excellent  words,  God  bath 
mot  called  us  /«  unckannefs^  but  unto  boUnefs.  (4) 

2.  But; 


than  tile  greated  of  the  hea- 
then philoibphers. 

"  Qttid  cnim  Thales  ille 
princeps  phyficorDm  fcifci- 
tanti  Crseio  de  divinitate  cer- 
tarn  renuacaavit^  commeatas 
ddiberandi  fcpe  froftratas? 
<kam.qu]libet  opifex  chrifti- 
anus  et  idvenit,  et  oftendit* 
et  exinde  totuxn  quod  a  dec 
qusritar,  re  quoqae  aflignat: 
licet  Plato  aiHrmet  fa^icato- 
ruih  univerdtati)  lieque  inve-r 
nire  fldl^ni,  et  inventum 
enarrari  in  ontn^s  difficilem.*' 
VertuI,  ApoL  c,  46. 

(4)  Hoiinefs  is  the  gefreral 
Jptrit  tf  ihrifilaniiy.  Since 
this  is  andeniable,  fince  as 
all  inan's  mifery  confifts  in 
the  lofs  of  God's  favour,  and 
image ;  and  one  great  end  of 
jedemption  is  to  reftore  us 
to  the  former,  and  re-imprefs 
u$  wich  the  laccer^  abd  iince 


this  is  the  end  of  all  vOrdi- 
nances,  for  <zvi6o  is  Pmulf  t 
mfJkat  is  Afott»s  but  inftm- 
ments  of  this  ?  how  ftranfte 
is  it  that  other  things  fhouTd 
be  made  the  ftibflance  of  tite 
gofpely  and  this,  this  for  the 
fake  of  which  the  whole 
flandsy  as  a  building  for  its 
inhabitant,  this  grand  article 
of  fan&ification  fliould  be 
coldly  treated.  Or  intltely 
negleftcd  ?  it  is  coldly  treat- 
ed, when  mi niflers  after  they 
have  fpent  an  hoar  in  cletN 
ing  and  proving  a  coatio- 
verted  point,  juft  for  two 
minutes  lightly  add»  it  is 
needlefs  to  dwell  upon  the 
fruits  of  this  faith,  for  if  the 
people  be  partaken  of  this 
grace,  it  will  teach  thtm  /t 
deny  itngodlinefsy  and  to  live 
Joberlj.  Did  Jefus  Chrift  and 
his  apofUcs  do  /5?  Did  the 
primi- 
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2.  But,  befide  all  this,  I  cannot  help  nrmark* 
mg,  S.  Paul  does  not  content  himfelf  with  pro- 
pofing,  in  general,  that  the  end  of  the  ChrilVian 
religion  is  to  fan£tify  men  i  but  he  makes  a  par- 
ticular application  of  it  to  his  Thcflalonians,  to 
whom  he  addreflcs  his  epiftle,  God  (fays  he)  hath 
not  called  us  to  uncleanneis  but  to  holineis.  As 
he  ardently  loved  that  people,  he  did  not  content 
himfelf  with  general  in£tru£tions  concerning  maxims 

of 


primitiTe  Chrifttans  do  fo? 
Did  thc7  treat  holinefs  in 
fuch  a  trite,  jejane  manner  ? 
Certainly  not.  it  is  fome- 
times  inurely  negleded,  by 
placing  it  in  what  it  does 
not  confift.  Holinefs  is  nei- 
ther zeal  for  forms  nor  againft 
them  ;  but  it  is  a  conformity 
to  the  blefied  God.  How 
much  prefled  in  primitive 
days  let  any  one  jadge. 

Thas  Clemens  Romanos. 
Hmci;  0V9  ArONI2XlME0A 

tUpS^CU     CV     TO     apiBfJUi    T«V 

tnrofiiicvh¥  aurovy  oTtag  fAsroc 
^<aSoi^  ruv  e?niyye^{A£V6iv 
^capaiuf.  Hug  h  erou  rtsro 
ayamfroi ;  tav  intpr/fisvn  u  n 
iiavoia  nfiuv  vtrsug  ^pog  rov 
Seoy  —  -  f«v  fViTcXncrAifAEv 
ra  ammoyra  m  ^jm/m  fiovXn^st 
auTH.  &c.  CUm,  Rom.Ef,  i. 
ad  C§rintb. 

To  the  fame  purpofe  Poly- 
carp.  O  0£o;  i^f  ex  nxpov 
fytptU  totv  nOiriMEN 
ATTOT  TO  0EAHMA, 
KM  iroptuofjLB^Of,  f y  Tcuq  evTO^oi; 
avrouy  xai  or/aTtufitv  a  aya- 


vwf/AOMfavES'i  Traam  Ofdo^ioim 
Poijcarpi  Epifi.  aJ  Philip. 
And        thus        Ignatius. 

of fiAft  afiapTOviif*  -  -  -  oc 
ivayrs?J^o^U9oi  .x^rv  fiTot  our 
e|  uv  KeyotfO't  fiovw^  ctMa  f|  up 
nPATTOTZEI  yvopiimm* 
£X  yap  rov  Mopina  ro  in^ 
yt9wrtuTai  AMEINON  EITI 
XinilAN  KAI  EINAI,  H 
AAAEIN  KAI  MH  EINAI- 
ovK  sy  xoyo  n  fie^iXtta  ru  0fO» 
aXK  *t9  .  ii/fCB^.  Kapiiat 
mreviTcuj  roitari  h  Ofuloya^ 
TM'  7D  fi&f  ci^  iauuoavffnr 
TwJlt  a;  aemtptav.  KAAON 
TO     AIAA2KEIN      EAN 

o  AErnN  noiH.  05  yap 

av  voifiam  nm  iiie^y  ovrc; 
[f^yati  IV  m  Qaffi\aa*  o  iwpw; 
YipiOfv  KM  h^H  Ino-ot/;  X^ro(  • 
t/io;  Tov  hiw  rou  (aivrof  IlPfl* 
TON  EnOIHDE^  KAI 
TOTE  EAIAAEEN.  /^»«/. 
Epift.  ai  Epbefitj: 

There  would  be  no  end  of 

quotations  of  this  kind,  all 

proving  that  (however  people 

now* 
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of  Chriftfanity,  he  would  have  them  make  a  holj^ 
application  of  thefe  to  thetnfelves^  and  put  them 
in  praftice  •,  for  without  this  the  truths  of  religion 
may  be  ufelefs,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  they 
are  rather  hurtful  than  profitable ;  the  Lord  fays, 
be  that  knows  his  mafter's  will  and  does  it  not^  Jhall 
hi  beaten  with  manyfiripa.  (5) 

The 


now-a-days  conilder.  the  doc* 
trines  of  grace)  this  grand 
article  oi/an3ification  through 
the  blood  of  the  crofs,  and 
the  aids  of  the  holy  ghoft, 
was  the  true,  genuine  fpirit 
of  primitive  Chriftianity. 

(5)  Without  fraOici  tbi 
truths  tf  TiUgi&n  may  he  %feli/s 
^  ^  •  or  hurtful.  There  is  not 
one  iin^}^  do6lrine  in  all 
the  chrifltan  fyftem,  which 
doth  not  reduce  itfelf  to 
pra^Uce;  and  this  is  the 
giory  of  the  fyftem.  The 
dodrine>of  God  requires  the 
pradUce  of  nvorfiipfing  htm. 
The  unity  of  Goa  requires 
the  pradtice  oi  fiU  worfhip 
of  him.  The  fpirituality  of 
God  requires  msnXdX  fyiritual 
ivorihip.  His  iuftict  is  an 
objeftof//iir;  his  goodne/s  a 
ground  of  b9pe\  and  fo  on. 

The  fame  may  be  affirmed 
of  the  dodlrine  of  provi- 
i>  E  N  c  B .  The  fuptrintindenci 
6i  God  requires  the  affiduitj 
of  his  fervants.  The  eh/cu- 
ritj  of  providence  requires 
the  patience  of  good  men. 
The  eqmty  of  the  governor 
requires  the  confidence  of  the 
governed  :  and  fo  on* 


The  knowledge  of  the(e» 
and  other  truths  of  religion, 
we  often  fay  with  Mr.Claude, 
may  be  ufelefs  and  pernicious, 
when  unaccompanied  with 
pradlice :  but,  ilridly  fpeak- 
mg,  libertinesy  who  pretend 
to  this  knowledge,  pretend 
to  more  than  the^  poflefs; 
for  they  have  viewed  the 
truths  of  religion  only  oa 
one  fide ;  they  have  not  (eeii 
them  in  their  connedlion, 
order,  and  dependence ;  their 
knowledge,  therefore,  is  par- 
tial  and  incompetent,  and  to 
them  may  be  applied  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  //  //  a 
people  of  no  underjlanding^  thert^ 
fore  he  that  made  them  tjuill  not 
han/e  mercy  on  them,  and  b$ 
that  formed  them  will  f^e*uf 
thim  no  fa<uour.  Ifai.  xxvii. 
11. 

It  is  curious  to  fee  the  va- 
rious (hapes  into  which  di- 
vines have  caft  the  dodrine 
of  f peculation.  Pafcheil  has 
proved,  that  Leffius,  Filiu* 
tins,  Efcobar,  and  other  Jc- 
fuits,  in  their  fy ftems  of  mo-, 
ral  divinity,  allow  murder, 
and  many  other  crimes  to  be 
lawful  in  fpeculation,  and 
onl^ 
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The  apoftle  then  would  (lir  up  the  Theflalo- 
jiians  to  hoUoefs,  aod  in  order  to  do  fo  more  effec- 
tually he  joins  himfelf  with  them,  and  acknow- 
ledges that  himfelf,  as  well  as  the  people  at  Thef- 
falonica,  was  under  the  fame  obligation.  God 
(faith  he)'hath  not  called  us  to  uncleannefs  but  to 
holinefs.  There  is  not  one  perfon  in  the  church 
exempt,  it  is  a  common  duty,  a  rule  without  ex- 
ception, and  againft  which  no  privilege  can  be  al- 
kdged,  it  is  not  faying,  I  am  an  apcStle,  or  I  am 
not  *,  I  am  a  m'uiiiter,  or  I  am  not ;  I  am  in  ao 
eminent  ftation  in  the  church  or  in  the  world,  or  1 

have 


'  oHynpt/afi  it)  prft£kii:e»  on 
accouat  of  political  coafe- 
quenoea.  In  plain  EngliA, 
If  a  maa  iUp  your  face,  you 
ottght  to  punifli  the  affront*, 
by  killing  him,  if  you  can 
avoid  hanging  for  doing  To. 
Provincfgl  Litters,  /.  xiii.  See 
the  fubjedl  at  large  in  Ha/'pi^ 
Mi4fn,  Hift.  Jifuitica.^ 

Thecalvinift  divines  con* 
Jider  a  contenplation  of  fin- 
ning as  a  kind  of  mental  im- 
nK>rality,  and  name  it  /^cw 
la^i'Vi  wiickidneji.  Of  thifi 
kind,  they  fay,  are  impujne 
dreams^  and  all  contempla- 
tive enjoying  pleafures,  and 
adittg  over  fins  in  the  mind. 
See  Dr.  Good-win^  i^oL  iii, 
S,  vi.  £,  4. 

Monks  and  myfticka  con^ 
iid^r  contemplation  as  the 
higkeft  degrei?  of  moral  cx- 
ceilpicey  and  with  them  a 
filenc  fpeculaior  is  a  divine 
map,  while  praifiical  chrif- 
tians,  who  are  the  pillars  of 
fociety,  are  reputed  hereticks 


or  th  'unrld,   at  tkeir  cant 
phrafe  is. 

Among  proteftantt,  fpeca- 
latton  runs  into  varioas  fan- 
ta(Ucal  forms.  In  ibme  con- 
m unities,  the  belief  of  fpe- 
cukitive  points,  not  nedaciUe 
to  praftice,  is  a  cefl  of  tr* 
thiofcy.  In  others  it  is  tbe 
i^idfnee  of  intcreft  in  Chrifi. 
lo  others,  again*  ao  effort  of 
fancy  is  eilential  to  the  fiO} 
of  a  religious  a&ion*  Wbst 
was  that  cafoift  thinkbg  ofi 
whQ  wrote  thfradice  9ffitt}t 
whienhefaid,  '^  that  all  com- 
municants,  at  the  article  of 
their  j-eceivisg,  ihoQld  ima- 
gine  the  ^^^rn  •(  Cbrift 
upon  the  crofs  ?''  To  fpe- 
culate  is  to  meditate — to  coo- 
teraplate-^^a  uke  a  view  of 
any  thing  with  the  niad* 
This  is  an  f»pera^ion  of  in- 
telligence, and  God  hiJnfelf 
ejrercifes  it.  There  is  nei- 
ther virtue  nor  vice  in  mere 
contemplation.  A  m^tal 
approbation  of  an  improper 
a^on 
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have  no  diftinftion  in  either ;  nobody  will  mind 
me,  or  take  me  for  an  example ;  all  thcfe  are  vain 
fubterfuges :  the  law  of  holinefs  is  the  law  of  all, 
it  obliges  the  great  and  thefmall,  the  young  and 

the 


•flion  may  be  involuntary, 
then  it  is  an  infirmity  to  be 
pitied;  and  it  may  be  vo- 
lontary,  and  laid  in  the 
mind  as  ground  of  fntare 
action  in  the  life,  and  thea, 
undoubtedly^  it  is  to  be 
abhorred;  it  refembles  an 
iniquitous  law  of  a  corrupt 
legiflator» 

Speculation  with  approba- 
tion  forms  an  important 
branch  of  miniderial  fcience, 
particularly  in  t<wo  cafes,  i. 
Mental  approbation  of  a  vir- 
tuous a£lion,  or  a  virtuous 
cou rfe  of  afUon,  although 
the  fpeculator  have  not  power 
to  reduce  his  plan  to  pradljce, 
is  virtue.  Ic  argues  a  good 
(late  of  mind  fanftiiied  by 
divine  grace.  To  this  be- 
long holy  refolutions>  the 
f  rounds  of  holy  adlions.  See 
fal.  ci.  /  tjoill  nvaU  in  my 
boufe  *witb  aferfeSlhtarty  &c. 
1  Kings  viii.  i8.  //  *wa5  in 
thine  heart  to  build  un  boufe-^ 
Vhou  Jbalt  not  build  an  hou/e 
-^but  thou  didft  ivell^  that  it 
*was  in  thine  hearts  See  2 
Cor.  viii.  12.— Rom.  vii,  18. 
&c.  The  difcuflion  of  this 
article  is  necelTary  to  the 
confolation  of  many  pious 
fouls,  whofe  plans  are  noble, 
though  their  powers  are  fee- 
ble. Such  perfons  often  dif- 
VoL.  Ik 


treis  themfelves  on  account 
of  their  weaknefs,  and  cri- 
minate themfelves  alfo  for 
the  evil  of  their  thoughts : 
but  they  ought  to  diftinguifh 
thofe  finful  thoughts,  which 
they  approve,  from  others, 
which  they  abhor,  and  fuch 
weakneffes  as  are  voluntary, 
fr^m  others,  which  are  not 
fo ;  for  the  religion  or  irre- 
ligion  of  fpeculatioQ  lies  iii 
that  approbation  of  virtue  or 
vice,  that  accompanies  it. 

2.  Mental  approbation  of 
vice,  although  the  fpeculator 
have  not  power  to  realize  his 
plan,  is  vice,  and  argues  a 
depraved  ftate  of  heart.  The 
emperor  Caligula  was  a  mon- 
i!er  of  iniquity,  and  hiilo- 
riahs  jullly  impute  to  him 
the  guilt  of  intentional 
crimes,  which  he  never  per- 
petrated. He  left  at  his 
death  a  large  box  filled  with 
various  poiTons,  and  twolifls 
of  names  of  perfons  doomed 
to  die,  the  one  entitled  Gla- 
diusy  the  other  Pugio.  By 
diving  into  the  human  heart, 
and  by  developing  and  ex- 
pofing  iniquitous  plans  of 
af^ion,  actually  impractica- 
ble, chriftian  preachers  deteft 
hypocrites,  and  difcpvei*  the 
exceeding  tnrpitude  of  fallen 
men.     1  John  iii.  15.    JVho^  . 

N  to  /oe'ver 
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the  old,  paftors  and  flocks,  magiftrates  and  fcopici 
both  fcxes,  every  age,  every  condition;  all  ar# 
under  this  law  without  any  diftinftion,  for  God 
hath  not  called  us  to  unckannefs^  but  to  boUnefs.  (6) 

3.  Morc- 


jUVir   HAXETH    his   hrolber 
is  a  murJirer,     Pfal.  xiv.  i. 
The  fool  bath /aid  in  bis  hearty 
There  is  no  God.  John  xv.  24. 
They  ba*ue  hated  me^  and  my 
father.       Rom.  viii.  7.     The 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  a^ainft 
God.     Ore  of   oar  divines 
fays,  *^  Sin  is  called  by  fome 
Deicide^   a    ilaugktering    of 
God;  becaufe  every  fin,  be- 
ing enmity  againft  God#idoth 
virtually  include  in  its  na- 
ture the  deftrudion  of  God." 
Cbarnock^s    two   Di/cour/es'^ 
en  enmity  againft  God.  Sueton. 
nfit.  Caligm  c.  49. 

(6)  J%e  latv  of  holinefs  is 
the  law  of  all  Thus  beau- 
tifully amplified  by  Saurin, 
<<  La  loi  de  la  faintete  que 
je  prcche  aujouyd'hui  eft 
pour  vous  BOS  maitr^s  et  nos 
fouverains.  Arbitrea  de  vos 
propres  loix,  vous  ne  voyez 
aucuD  mortel  fur  la  terre, 
auquel  vous  deviez  rendre 
cojnpte  de  votre  conduitc: 
jnaisy  il  y  a  un  Dieu  au 
ciely  doDt  vous  etes  vous- 
meme  les  fujets  et  les  crea- 
tures, et  qui  veut  que  vous 
foyez  faints.  La  loi  de  la 
fainteti  eft  pour  vous,  fa- 
crificateurs  et  Levites  de  la 
nouvelle  alliance.  Bien  loin 
que  le  facre  caradere,  dont 
voui  £te8  revetust  vous  dif- 
penfe  d'etre  faints,  il  vous 


y    ^og^ge    d'nne     maniere 
plus    etroite    et   plus    pref- 
fante.     Cette  Loi   eft  poar 
vous   tous  mes   chcrs  audi- 
teurs,  de  quclque  ordre,  de 
quelque  profeflion,  de  qoeU 
que  rap|;,  que  vous  puifficz 
etre.     Si  vous  etes  la  gene- 
ration   Sue,     la  facrifoatnre 
royaUf  le  feufle  acquis,  voos 
devez    etre    aaffi    la  nation 
faintei   asin  d'annoncer  les 
louanges  de  celui  qui  voos  a 
appelles   des   tenebres  a  fa 
merveilleufe  lumiere.    Qiiel- 
quo  prerogative  qne  Moyfe 
ait  efi  par  deflua  nous,  nous 
avons  le  meme  ordre  a  voos 
prefcrire,  et  la  voix  da  del 
nous  dit  aujourd^bui  comne 
a  lui :  parle  a  toutePafimMi/ 
des  enfoHS  ePlfrael,  et  di  Itur, 
foyeK  faints,  carjefuisfaimP 
Saurin  fer.  fur  la  faimeii, 
torn.  iv. 

*'  Hbnorare,  et  non  imi'* 
tari,  nihil  eft  aliud  quam 
mendaciter  adulari.  Chriftas 
pro  nobis  paiTus  eft,  relia* 
quens  nobis  exemplum  ot  fe- 
quamur  veftigia  ejus.  Q^\% 
eft,  quem  pudeat  dicere,  ia- 
par  lum  deo?  j^lane  inpar. 
impar  fum  Cbrifto?  etiam 
mortali  Chrifto  impan  Petras 
hoc  erat  quod  tu.  Paolos 
hoc  erat  quod  tn.  apoftoli  et 
Prophetse  hoc  erant,  quod  cq. 
Si  piget  imitari  doininam» 
imitare 
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J.  Moreover,  thcfc  words  muft  beunderftood 
in  good  earneft,  and  without  deceit.  Some  per- 
haps niay  fay,  "  true,  God  does  not  call  us  to  un- 
cJeannefSy  that  is,  in  calling  us,  he  does  not  com « 
mand  us  to  fin :  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  he  has 
abfolutely  forbidden  it;  for  there  are  many  things, 
which  God  does  not  command :  but  which  alfo  he 
does  not  forbid ;  he  leaves  us  at  liberty,  he  per- 
mits many  oblique  practices,  and  will  not  con- 
demn us  if  we  do  them.  I  undcrftand,  then,  fays 
one,  that  God  indeed  has  not  commanded  us  to 
be  unholy,  but  he  allows  us  to  be  fo,  and  will 
not  be  offended  when  we  fin."  This  is  a  criniinal 
fubterfuge.  The  true  fcnfe  of  the  apoftle's  words, 
God  has  not  called  us  to  uncleannefs^  is  not  barely 
that  God  has  not  commanded  us  to  fin ;  for  who 
imagines  he  has  ?  or  who  can  entertain  an  opinion 
fo  contrary  to  the  ideas,  which  all  men  have  of 
God  ?  but  the  apoftle  means,  God  hath  forbidden 
it,  and  his  adding  but  unto  holinefs  makes  his  mean- 
iag  plain  and  indifputable.  (7) 

Sin 


imkare  cOnfcrvom.  Coro-  tain  puritan^  fays  a  great 
nator  rofticitasy  non  excu-  learned  doftory  fcrupled  ps^- 
fator  vanitas."  Jng,  ferm*  ing  his  rent,  becaafe  his  land* 
325.  torn.  V.  t.  893.  lord  coald  not  produce  a 
(7)  God  allows  twhat  is  net  text  of  fcr|ptvre  in  ^roof  of 
forbidden,  Mr.  Claude  joftly  his  right  to  demand  it;  and 
reprobates  this  dangerous  this  is  the  cant  of  all  the  non- 
axiom  ;  fo  I  call  it,  for  it  lies  conformifify  they  will  do  lio- 
at  the  bottom  of  fome  mighty  thing  but  what  they  have 
ikbricks.  We  have  before  fcripture  for."  Why,  you 
obferved,  that  poiitive  law  rogue  of  Babylon!  you  great 
Is  effent'sallj  neceffary  to  pofi-  mafs  of  corruption,  putrify* 
tive  obedience,  vol,  i.  216.  ing  in  pron^a!  have  you 
vol.  ii.  130.  Hireling  prieils  not  fworn,  that  '<  Athana- 
laugh  at  this  article,  and  iius's  creed  may  be  proved 
forge  lies  to  k€ep  themfelve^  by  moft  certain  warrants  of 
in  countenance..     <•  A  wr-  holy  fcripture  1"  and  do  you 

N  n  2  wonder^ 
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Sin  and  hoHnefs  wc  incompatible  with  God's 
calling,  bccaufe  they  are  incompatible  with  com- 
munion with  him,  and  it  is  in  their  nature  to  de- 
prive us  of  the  manifeftations  of  his  love.  His 
eyes  an  tao  pure  to  behold  iniquity,  and  it  is  for  this 
reafon  that  he  fays.  Be  ye  bofy,  for  lam  holy.  We 
are  called  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  fon, 
and  his  fon  is  righteous,  hoiy^  harnSefs^  undefiled, 
feparate  from  ftnners.  We  are  called  to  be  temples 
of  the  hoty  ghojiy  where  corruption  and  fin  can  have 
no  authority.  , 

I  acknowledge,  fins  committed  afi:er  the  faith- 
ful are  called  do  neither  cut  them  off  from  the 
mercy  of  God,  nor  from  a  right  to  falvation,  nor 
entirely  from  a  hope  of  obtaining  it :  they  do 
not  feparate  them  from  communion  with  Jefus 
Chrift  their  redeemer,  nor  make  them  ceafe  to  be 
temples  of  the  holy  ghoft :  if  this  were  the  cafe, 
the  conditipn  of  believers  would  be  very  iniferable. 
Yet,  it  is  cer'lain,  fin  in  general  extremely  beclouds 
all  thefe  advantages,  and  very  much  diminiihes 
bo^  their  former  value,  and  our  future  defircs 
^fter  fuch  enjoyments  j  and  the  greater  and  more 

frC' 

vondcr,  after  this,  that  we  necefl!ary,  therefore,  to  find 
call  for  chapter  and  verfc  for  a  moral  command  for  every 
every  th^ng?  A  man,  who  branch  of  moral  re^litade. 
can  prove  that  creed  by  fcrip-  But  the  cafe  is  widely  diflfc- 
ture,  may  prove  any  thing  rent  in  regard  to  pofitiife  in-: 
by  it.  But  ferioufly,  a  dif  ftituies.  The  chriftian  mode 
tinflion  (hould  be  made  be-  of  diving  worfl\ip  is  a  courie 
^ween  fnoral  and  fofitiije  in-  of  adion  founded  on  pofitive 
flitutes.  Moral  obedience  is  commands,  and  wholly  re- 
founded  in  the  nature  of  gulated  by  them ;  and  on 
things,  and  particular  duties  this  groi;nd  we  rejeft  every 
are  enforced  by  general  com-  thing  in  divine  worfhip  not 
mands.  Thou  Jh alt  not  fteal  commanded.  For  example, 
forbids  all  fraud,  and  enjoins  we  aUc  why  chriHians  cele- 
aU  ibr?s  of  equity.     It  is  no;  l)^;atc  Eafter^  and  keep  Lent, 
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frequent  our  backflidings  are,  the  more  will  our 
communion  with  God  and  Jefus  Chrift  be  inter- 
rupted and  difturbed.  Moreover,  it  is  certain,  the 
love  and  tcnderncfs,  which  God  has  for  the  believer, 
when  in  a  ftate  of  juftification,  expreflcth  itfelf  in 
a  paternal  difpleafure,  when  he  falls  into  fin,  and 
hence  come  tbofe  chaftifemcnts  and  ftrolces  of  his 
rod,  with  which  he  vifits  them;  and  hepce  alfo 
thofe  difquieting  horrors  of  confcience,  with  which 
the  faithful  are  fometimes  agitated. 

In  brief,  it  is  certain,  the  paternal  love,  and 
royal  mercy  of  God  for  a  believer  fallen  into 
fome  enormous  crime,  and  thofe  remains  of  com- 
munion, which  the  backflider  yet  has  with  Jefus 
Chrift,  only  fubfift  upon  affurance  of  the  repen- 
tance and  return  of  this  rebellious  child ;  fo  that 
it  will  always  remain  true,  nothing  is  more  op^ 
pofite  to  the  divine  vocation  than  fin,  as  there 
is  nothing  more  oppofite  to  the  life,  and  natural 
funftions  of  the  body  than  the  ravages  of  a  burn- 
ing malignant  fever,  which  of  itfelf  tends  to  deaths 

an4 


und  fads  and  feftivals  ?  The 
incorporating  of  thefe  rites 
into  the  religion  of  Jefus 
originated  fomcwhere.  They 
are  no  parts  of  the  moral 
law— they  are  no  where  /o- 
Jiti'uely  indituted  by  Jefus 
Chrift-^thcy  arc,  therefore, 
human  traditions  to  as,  and 
they  were  human  infiituUs  to 
our  anceilors,  who  appointed 
them. 

The  damage  done  to  reli* 
gion  by  the  iign  of  the  crofs 
in  baptifm  does  not  fo  much 
}ie  in  two  ilrokes  of  a  priefl's 
iliii^^x^  as  in  |)revioufl^  ad- 


mitting the  dedrudlve/r/jf* 
cipk  on  which  it  is  grounded. 
Before  I  can  add  any  cere« 
roony  to  a  pofitive  in(litute« 
I  muft  neceiTariiy  aifirm  My 
right  of  religious  legiilation. 
Now  this  prindple  once  ad- 
mitted, popery  follows.  I^ 
is  your  will,  that  yo^r  infant 
ihould  be  chriftened  and 
froifed.  It  is  mj  will,  that 
every  tenth  year  you  ihall 
plough  and  fow  the  whole 
pariih,  and  I  will  reap  it.  It 
is  the  will  of  the  hijhopy  that 
I  ihould  pay  him  a  part  of 
the  plunder.  It  is  the  will 
•  of 
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and  which  in  the  iffue  will  certainly  procure  if, 
unlefs  remedies  be  applied,  or  nature  itlelf  makes 
^  feme  extraordinary  efforts,  (8) 

4.,  This  confideration  leads  us  to  a  fourth,  which 
condemn^  the  foolifii  illulion  of  the  greatcit  part 
of  mankind,  who  imagine,  they  can  join  together 
uncleannefs  and  holinefs.  On  the  one  hand,  they 
fay,  they  can  indulge  their  pafTions  and  fenfual 
pleafures,  if  on  the  other  *^  they  do  fome  good 
works.  They  even  pretend,  that  with  the  one 
they  compenfate  for  the  other,  and  that  their  alms, 
their  prayers,  their  fadings,  and  fuch  exercifes  are 
of  fo  much  value  before  God,  that  on  account  of 
them  he  will  take  no  notice  of  their  fins. 

The 


of  a  iitigt  that  the  biihop 
ihould  pfty  him  a  dividend  ; 
and  it  is  the  will  of  a  pcpe, 
that  princes  fhould  grant  him 
a  fhare.  It  is  the  will  and 
pleafurjc  of  its  nil  to  call  this 

THE     KELIOION     OF     JeSUS 

Christ.  S.  Paul  had  a 
quite  contrary  id^a  of  reli- 
gion, when  he  reproved  <u;///- 
n*>%rfijip.      Co),  ii.  18—23. 

(8)  Nothing  is  more  eppojiii 
to  the  di'vine  calling  than  fin  ^ 
There  is  no  extravagance, 
into  which  fome  theologiils 
have  not  run.  It  has  been 
a^rraed,  iin  docs  a  believer 
no  harm,  it  lies  on  thofe, 
who  fay  fo,  to  prove  their 
alTertion.  Sin  hurts  the  body 
— the  property — the  charac- 
ter— the  comfort — the  foul 
of  a  good  man,  as  good  me^ 
daily  find  by  woful  experi- 
ence. One,  who  is  foppofed 
to  carry  his  no  lions  of  grace 


farther  than  moA  modem 
divines,  has  well  obferved-^ 
<<  that  afiurance  of  hope  is 
founded  on  experience  of  the 
love  ^f  God-— that  no  man, 
by  enjoying  the  holy  fpirit 
as  a  comforter,  can  find  any 
ground  for  being  lefs  afraid 
of  ilnningt  or  of  its  confe- 
quences,  than  he  was  before 
-—that,  when  S.  Paul  was  iit 
diftrefs,  he  Jieard  nothing 
from  jefus  Chrift  to  relieve 
him  but  thefe  words,  n^ 
grace  is  fufRcient  for  thee, 
&c. — ^that,  when  S.  John  was 
terrified  in  the  ifle  of  Patmos, 
Jefus  Chrift  encouraged  him» 
by  reminding  htm  ofthe  fame 
truth,  which  encoarages  the 
worft  of  mankind,  when  the/ 
firit  underftand  it,  Fearw^t 
I  am  thefirft  and  the  laft^  kcJ* 
This  writer,  therefore,  ought 
not  to  be  taxed  with  intro- 
ducing  libcrtinifoi.     Baadf 
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The  apoftle  ftrikes  here  at  this  varn  and  perni- 
cious opinion,  when,  on  the  one  hand,  he  fays, 
without  reilriAion  or  limitation,  God  bath  not  called 
tts  to  ttncleannefsj  and  on  the  other  oppofes  fan6li- 
iication  againft  uncleannefs,  as  two  things  which 
deftroy  each  other,  and  which  can  never  be  affo- 
ciated  together.  The  one  is  the  ftate  from  which 
cfFeAual  calling  takes  us,  the  other  is  that  to 
which  it  conduds  us ;  the  one  is  the  kingdom  of 
darknefs  whence  the  dtvine  voice  calls  us,  the  other 
is  the  kingdom  of  marvellous  light  into  which  it 
introduces  us.  (9) 

Nor 


mat^s  Lit.  on  Theron  and 
Afpafin^  let.  vi.  W.  ii. 

Our  author's  fyftem  lies 
between  two  dangerous  ex* 
tremes.  They,  who  aifirm, 
fin  does  not  hurt  a  believer, 
encourage  vice:  and  they, 
who  affirm,  fins  committed 
after  regeneration  exclude 
believers  from  the  benefit  of 
redemption,  drive  the  finner 
CO  defpair.  Mr.  Claude's 
fyftem  oppofes  a  powerful 
barrier  againfl  (in  by  threat- 
ning  a  backflider  with  the 
lofs  of  God's  comforting  pre- 
fence,  the  higheft  of  all  pof- 
£ble  enjoyments  ;  and  he  at 
the  fame  time,  by  reprefent* 
ing  God  as  a  merciful  father, 
guards  againft  defperation, 
and  provides  for  the  fmner's 
return  to  his  firjt  love.  See 
Hof.  ii.  7. 

(9)  God  hath  called  you  out 
9f  darkne/s  into  his  mar*vellous 
light.  I  Pet.  ii.  9.  The  pagan 
religion  was  total  darknefs^ 


the  Jewifli  partial  light,  or 
comparative  darknefs:  front 
both  the  divine  calling 
brought  men  into  the  ferfeS 
light  of  the  gofpel,  a  light 
truly , marvellous  !  'A  Roman 
commentator  fuppofes  S.Peter 
to  take  his  ideas  in  this  place 
from  Ifai.  Ix.  2.  Darknefs 
Jhall  co*uer  tb:  earth  :  hut  the 
Lord  fiall  ■  rije  upon  thee. 
xliii.  21.  This  people  have  I 
formed  for  myfelf  they  Jhall 
Jhe<w  forth  my  praife.  Pfal. 
xxii.  22.— c;i.  i8.  **  Hoc  B. 
Petrus  defumpiit  a  prophetis. 
Hoc  olim  per  denfas  Egyp- 
tibrum  tenebras  adumbratum 
fuit :  quandoquidem  Ifraelitae 
clariffimo  lumine  gauderent» 
infidelibus  in  plufquam  cim- 
meriis  tenebris  degentibu^.'* 
An  alTortment  of  new  tefia-* 
ment  texts  with  old  tellament 
parages  tends  very  much  to 
elucidate  both.  Feuardentiuf 
in  loc. 
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Nor  arc  wc  to  hope  for  any  cortipenfadon  on 
our  part  towat'ds  God.     A  thoufatld  good  works 
cannot  expiate  the  guilt  of  the  leaft  fin,  and  one  fin- 
glc  fin  would  be  more  likely  to  defliroy  a  thoufand 
good  works,  than  a  thoufand  good  works  would  be 
to  fufpend  the  punilhment  of  one  fingle  fin.     You 
will  aik,  then,  How  are  the  fins,  which  wc  commit 
after  calling,  to  be  pardoned?   I  anfwer,  If  wc 
could  fully  difcharge  our  duty,  we  fiiould  commit 
none  at  all,  becaule  every  fin  is  contrary  to  our 
vocation,  and  all  produce  bad  efieds  in  us  :  but 
as  it  is  impofiible  for  us  in  this  life  to  attain  this 
perfect  fandification,  to  which  God  calls  us,  there 
is  only  one  way  of  having  the  fins  pardoned,  into 
which  we  fall,  and  this  way  is  not  by  pretending 
to  compound  with  God,  by  placing  our  fins  on 
this  fide,  and  our  duties  on  that ;  but  only  by  an 
application  by  a  lively  faith  to  the  blood  of  Jcfos 
Chrift,  and  to  the  mercy  of  God  the  father,  and 
at  the  fame  time  leaving  off  the  courfe  of  our  fins, 
and  by  mortifying  them  in  ourfclves  by  a  fincerc 
repentance.     Sin,  which  has  two  lives,  one  in  God, 
and  the  other  in  us,  one  in  the  remembrance  and 
wrath  of  God,  and  the  other  in  the  love,  which 
we  have  for  it,  cannot  die  in  God,  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  fo  to  exprefs    myfelf.)    that  is,   cannot 
be  pardoned  by  his  juftice,  till  firft  it  dies  in  usj 
till  we  renounce  that  unjuft  approbation,  which 
we  have  had  for  it,  and  feel  a  hatred  againft  it.  (i) 

5.  Morc- 

(1)  We  can  make  no  com"  fuhflitution.     Now  whit  can 

fenfation  to  God,     To  «oin-  wc  fubftitute  of  equal  value 

penfate,  ftridlly.fpeaking,  is  in  the  place  of  moral  redi- 

to  make  amends  for  dcpriv-  tude  ?  External  privileges  of   , 

ing  a  perfon  of  one  right  by  birth,     education,    fortune, 

performing  fome  other.  The  &c.  a  zealous   profeffion  of 

dodtrinc    of    c'ompenfation,  Religion  ;  a  ftridl  obfervance 

therefore,  is  the  doftrine  of  of  religious  rites ;  juft  fpc- 

culative 
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5-  Moreover,  you  may  remark  here  upon  the 
term  ^attedy  which  fcripture  fo  often  ufes,  and 
which  our  apoftle  employs  in  this  verfe,  that  a 
Chriftian  fbciety  is  not  a  fortuitous  or  tumultuous 
aflembly,  which  hazard  or  human  caprice  has 
ibrmed ;  nor  is  it  a  mere  human  aflembly,  which 
the  fimple  light  of  reafon,  inftin6t  of  nature,  or 
the  authority  of  magiftrates  has  convened :  but  in 
is  a  divine  aflembly,  gathered  by  the  order  and 
authority  of  the  fupreme  monarcn  of  all  mankind. 
It  is  an  aflembly,  of  whioh  he  himfelf  is  the 
founder  and  author;  either  as  it  is  formed  accord- 
ing to  his  eternal  counfels,  or  as  he  has  been 
pleaied  to  appoint  its  laws,  offices,  and  rules,  or 
in  fine  as  he  has  laid  the  inviolable  foundations 
upon  which  it  is  eftabliflied.  It  is  formed  by  the 
power  of  his  voice,  or  his  word,  and  by  the  in- 
fufion  of  the  holy  fpirit ;  for  to  thefe  principles 
only  can  the  forming  of  chriftian  afllemblies  be 
referred. 

S.  Paul  admirably  expreflcs  this  in  his  epiftlc 
to  the  Romans,  whom  be  did  foreknow  (fays  he)  be 

eolative  opinions;  good  re^  tliekind,  have  their  values 

folutions ;     extreme    fuffer-  bat  they  cannot  weigh  againfi: 

ings;  aU  thefe^  with  what-  perfonal  holinefs.  This  made. 

ever  elfe  can  be  imagined  of  Herbert  fay. 

All  Solomon's  Tea  of  brafs  and  world  of  (lone 

Is  not  to  be  compar'd  with  one  good  groan«      Temple. 

In  otu*  author's  fy (lem,  man  cation.    In  the  fecond  he  is 

is  coniidered  in  tnvo  points  of  a  fon»  and  nothing  can  be 

li^ht.     In  the  firft  he  is  a  fabHitutcd   in  the  place  of 

criminal    before   his  judge,  love  and  obedience  to  his  fa- 


pardoned,  and  accepted  Tor  ther.     In  this   latter    fenfe 

the  fake  of  a  compenfation,  Mr.  Claude  reprobates  com* 

which  Chrift  in  his  one  per-  penfation. 

.  Ion,  as  the  finnerfr  fubftitute,  Some   pretend   to  compound 

produccth.    This  is  juftifi-  njoith  God.    Compofiiion  dif- 

Vol.  II.  O  o                              fcra 
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alf§  did  predominate  to  be  conf firmed  to  the  image  of 
Hsfon  •,  and  whom  he  did  predeftinate^  them  healfo 
caUed\  and  whom  he  called^  them  he  al/o  juftijied-^ 
and  'whom  be  juftijied,  them  he  alfo  glorified.  This 
is  to  teach  us  that  this  fociety,  in  its  commence- 
qient,  progrefs  and  end  is  all  of  God.  This  truth 
is  not  only  a  very  juft  and  beautiful  notion:  but 
it  is  more,  it  is  a  very  weighty,  important,  and 
neceflary  doftrine,  (2) 

1.  It 


fers  from  cpmpenration.  The 
latter  puts  Jometbing  elfe  in 
the  place  of  moral  redlitude: 
but  the  former  gives  only  a 
U/s  degrtt  of  redlitude  ;  it 
gives  a  penny  the  value  of 
a  pound,  makes  one  good 
work  go  for  two,  and  ac- 
quires by  the  iraperfedt  obe- 
dience of  Jve  years  all  that 
is  due  to  a  whole  life  of  un- 
fpotted  purity.  Thefe»  we 
prefume,  arc  two  of  the 
nvayi^  in  which,  S.  Paul  fays, 
ttn  .deftruBion  and  mi/try. 
Kom.  iii.  i6.  Yet  thefe  are 
the  vfoyj  ^  pagan  darknefs^ 
for  the  fake  of  walking  in 
which  we  leatjt  tbt  paths  ef 
uprightntfs.     Pro  v.  i.  13. 

(2)  Tbt  coHvtning  of  the 
church  by  the  authority  bf 
Gid  is  an  imfortafit  dodlrine* 
Our  author  afligns  his  rea- 
fons,  and  there  are^  wethink. 


the  three  following  to  be 
added,  i.  This  is  a  -point 
laboured  10  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  God  is  every  where 
made  the  origin  of  all  reli* 
gion.  2.  This  idea  agrees 
with  all  the  reft  of  the  plan 
of  redemption  ;  the  oppofite 
notion  is  incongruous  with 
it.  3.  Thi^  has  always  pro- 
duced, and  muft  always  con- 
tinue to  produce  the  oobleft 
moral  efTeds.  This  date  of 
things  is  true  of  Individ  uals« 
as  well  as  of  the  church  in  a 
coUedive  body.  Each  may 
Uuly  fay,  •  By  grmct  I  am 
*w hat  I  am.     1  Cor.  xv.  10. 

This  do6lrine  is  taught  in 
the  epillle  of  James  i.  17.  in 
hexameter  ^erfi.  The  firft 
line  is  perfed ;  the  next  be- 
comes (o  by  a  fmall  tranfpo- 
(ition. 


Tl<xaa,  ioffi^  aya^n^  urn  vcof  i^aipn/*ci  itTatof^ 


E<v  try  good  gift  ^  and  cutty 
pcrfeB  gift  is  from  abo^utj  and 
comtth  doivn  from  tbt  father 
of  lights,  &c.    There  wa«  iu. 


the  primitive  churchy  among 
other  extraordinary  gifts, 
that  of  pfalmody,  1  Cor.  xir. 
26.  aod  it  is  not  improbable^ 
(hac 
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1.  It  oblige  us  to  acknowledge  that  all  we  are, 
and  all  we  have,  is  of  God,  we  hold  all  of  him, 
and  owe  him  an  entire  devotednefs. 

2.  It  condemns  that  abfolutc  and  fupreme  do- 
minion, which  men  would  exercife  over  the  church. 
Were  our  calling  into  this  aflembly  natural  and 
human,  I  would  confent  with  all  my  heart  that 
men  fhould  have  the  authority,  and  eftablifli  an 
empire  as  abfolutd  as  they  could :  but  as  the  church 
is  a  divine  fociety,  which  God  only,  has  convened, 
none  but  himfclf  can  have  a  right  to  the  fupreme 
government  of  it.  This  made  S.  Paul  himfelf,  as 
great  an  apoftle  as  he  was,  proteft  he  had  no  domi- 
nion over  the  faith  (3)  of  Chriftians.  He  could 
not  bear  to  have  it  faid  by  one,  I  am  of  Paul  \  and 

by 


that  thefc  arc  two  of  the 
lines,  which  were  then  fang 
in  the  church,  and  which, 
being  quoted  by  S.  James, 
are  preierved  to  this  day,  a 
monument  of  what  truths  the 
brethren  taught  one  another 
in  f/almSf  and  hymns f  and 
jpiritual Jongs,  Col.ili.  i6. 

(3)    S,  Paul  protefted,  be 
had  no  dominion  o*utr  faith,. 
Z    Cor.    u    24.     OvK    i/TSf, 
t/^<i»K,  AAAflt  TJff  nisTEQs, 
ifiquit  Cbryfofiomus  in  locum. 
J^ominion  over  faith  is  the 
xnolt    abfurd    and    impious 
claims  that  was  ever  fet  up 
by     bad    mem    abfurd,  be- 
caofe  it  can   never  be  ob- 
tained ;     and   impiotks,    be- 
CAufe  it  fubverts   that   very 
principle,  An  which  all  xfX\^ 
vion  is  founded.    This  is  the 
tmc    reafon    of  our  diifent 
{rosi  the  epifcop^l  church  in 


this  kingdom.  Epifcopalians^ 

always  pretend,  that  w«  dif- 

fent   for  trifles,   and   do  fo 

through   petulance,  caprice, 

fadlion,  obflinacy,  and  what 

not:  but,  when  the  chief 

SHEPHERD  (hall  appear,  and 

judge  tetiveen  cattle  and  eattUt 

thefe  fliepherds  of  Ifrael  (hall 

know,  that  we  diflented,  be- 

caufe    vfith  force  and   n^ith 

cruelty      they       RUHD      us. 

Seemetb  it  a  /mall  thing   to 

them  to  have  eaten  up  the  good 

pafture:  hut  they   mufi  tread 

donun  the  rejtdue  <with  their 

feet%    and  to  ha*ve  drunk  of 

the  deep  waters:  hut  they  mufi 

foul   the    refidue    wth   their 

feet  ?    God  hath  >/  up  one 

Jhepherd  over  us ;  he  is  our 

God,  and   Qhrift    the   prince 

among  us.     See  Esuk  xxxiv. 

1 7-^2—4—1 8--'23— 24,, 

Oo  X 
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by  another,  /  ef  Cephas  %  and  by  a  third,  I  of 
jipollos,  S.  Peter  in  like  manner  fpcaking  to 
the  pallors  or  elders,  and  injoining  them  to  feed 
the  flock  of  Jefus  Chrift,  abfolutely  forbids  their 
prctenfions  to  mafterlhip,  not  (fays  he)  as  bang 
lords  over  God's  heritage.  (4) 

3.  This 


(4.)  Clerh,  i.e.  gregibos. 
Clim  populus  Ifraeliticus  di* 
cebatur  xAnpo; ,  five  patrimo* 
Bium,  et  hsreditas  del ;  nunc 
populus  chridianus,  et  coetus 
fid};liuni  ex  Judsis,  et  genu- 
bus  conflatus. 

KANX2N  is  tuKnffiariHCi  n 

n  KUftou  Trafovffiav  vapaHiiQ" 
fxevn  ^ia$Y}ic)].  Clem.  Alex* 
Strom,  lib*  6. 

Not  lording  it  ovir  God^s 
heritage^  God's  clergy.  Popifh 
commencacors,  andtheir fol- 
lov^ers,  who  plead  for  prieftly 
dc minion  over  confcience, 
are  miferabl/  perplexed  with 
this  paiTage.  Here  the  pto^ 
fie  are  called  clergy,  and 
their  minifters  are  forbidden 
to  play  Jupiter  among  them. 
In  the  papal  fy (lem>  the priefis 
are  clergy^  and  they  are  com-' 
manded  to  rule  the  people. 
When  Jofiiua  divided  the 
holy  land  by  lot  among  the 
Ifraelites,  it  pleiifed  God  to 
provide  for  a  thirteenth  part 
of  them,  called  Levites,  by 
a^gning  them  a  perfooal 
eftate  equivalent  to  that  pro- 
vifron  made  by  real  elVate, 
which  was  allotted  to  each 
of  the  other  twelve  parts.  In 


conformity  to  the  ftyl^of  the 
tranlaaion,  the  Levites  were 
called  God*s  loi^  inheritoMce, 
or  clergy.     Thi$  &ylc^  bow- 
ever,  is  not  always  ofed  by 
the    old    teitamcnt  writers. 
Sometimes  chey  call  ail  the 
nation  God's  lot.     JmoHs 
the  lot  of  Jebovtdf^s  inheti' 
tamce.  Dent,  xxxii.  9.  David 
fed  Ifraelf  God's  inheritoMCU 
Pfal.  Ixxviii.  71— -xxviii.  9. 
&c.      The    new    teftameot 
writers  adopt  this  ftyle.  and 
apply  it  to  the  m}hoh  cbrif- 
tlan  charch.    S.  Peter  fays» 
yey  believers,  are  a  chofen  gt* 
neratiottf    a  renal  prieftbooi* 
1.  ii.  9.  And  here  again  he 
calls  the  whole  church  Go^s 
heritage.    It  is  the  charch  is 
diftingnilhedfrom  the<w«r//» 
and  not   one    part  oF    the 
church  as  diftinguiihed  from 
another  part,  fiywhatftrange 
art  then  do  prieft^  call  theiB* 
felves    clergy^   and   fome  of 
them  the  clergy,  and  deoo- 
minate    others    laity    (from 
A4o<  the  people)  or. by  what 
artifice  do  they  afl'ttme  do* 
minion  over  their  brethren, 
call    themf^plves    hrds^   and 
pretend    to    conciliate    the 
whole  with  a  parage  of  holy 
writ,  ^hich  cxpre^y  forbids 
bo 
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3*  This  confideradon  is  alfo  a  modve  to  holi* 
nefs}  for  as  ic  is  God  himfelf  who  has  called  us, 
as  he  has  honoured  us  by  making  us  a  part  of  the 
myftical  body  of  his  fon,  as  we  live  under  his 
divine  laws,  and  under  his  infpedion,  what  purity 
ought  to  prevail  in  all  our  conduct ! 

4.  This 


both  the  dominion,  and  the 
diain^iion  ?  Among  the  mul« 
titttdeof  abfurdities  exhibited 
by  divines,  who  have  written 
concerning  the  ciirgy^  by 
which  they  always  mean  them- 
felves,  there  are  three,  that 
challenge  a  particular  atten- 
tion. I. They  pretend  a  divita 
rights  and  yet  God  knows, 
and  the  whole  world  know, 
Jiiftorians  have  developed  the 
whole  fubjed,  and  have  pat 
it  in  the  power  of  a  child  to 
prove  to  a  demonftration, 
that  at  beft  they  are  only  of 
buma^  appointment*  2.  The 
powers,  that  create  them, 
create  them  on  condition  of 
their  renouncing  all  antho- 
rity  in  matters  of  faith ;  and 
oblige  them  a^nally  to  fti* 
pulate»  that  they  will  believe 
nil  the  creed  of  their  creators 
great  grandfathers,  and  no 
other;  and  yet  thcfe  very 
men  pretend  to  aiulwciij. 
Thus  H$oktr^  "  We  hold  that 
God's  clergy  ^re  a  ftate  which 
hath  been,  and  will  be  at 
long  as  there  is  a  charch 
upon  earth,  neceflary  by  the 
plain  word  of  God  himfelf; 
a  date  whereunto  the  reft  of 
God's  people  muft  ht/utjeSf 
^  touching  thio^  th^^t  ap- 


pertain to  theirfbnrshealth.'' 
Js  it  not  pleafant  to  hear  thefe 
flaves  talk  of  ruling?  3, 
Thefe  very  men,  who  hold 
the  main  article  of  popery,^ 
pretend  to  write  Confutations 
of  popery.  Thus  did  Dt^ 
Bennet:  but  let  any  maa 
read  the  fameDodor's  dreama 
in  his  g/fiy  on  tht  39  articles^ 
and  judge  whether  papiftt 
have  any  thing  to  fear  from 
fuch  divines  as  he«  The 
church  of  Rome  is  the  otAj 
confiftent  church  on  thefe  ar* 
tides.  Clerical  aathoritj 
there  pleads  for  itfelf  with  a 
good  grace:  but  we,  we  who 
allow  ourfclves  valid  tXctgf^ 
men  only  on  account  of  a 
commiffion  derived  from  a 
prince,  what  have,  we  to 
do  to  dethrone  the  /cr//,  to 
boaft  of  rulings  and  to  talk 
of  dimine  appointment  1  For- 
merly, fome  divines  were 
fo  raih  as  to  fport  with  ma- 
jefty,  and  to  enquire  whe- 
ther the  king  or  queen  of 
Great  Britain,  the  head  of 
Mf  charch  for  H^e^  time, 
were  clergyman  or  layman  ? 
Moderii  divines  omit  this 
dangerous  qaeftion,  and  we 
coj^mend  their  prudence.  I| 
Q.  Aim  were  a  layman,  and 
^  clcaed 
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4«  This  do^lrine  of  our  divine  calling  ftinuflies 
V5  with  abundant  matter  of  confolation  in  our  af* 
fliftiopsy  and  alTurance  in  our  dangers.  I  fay  confo- 
lation in  our  affliftions^  fince  we  can  never  fuifer  any 
thing  diftrefling  enough  to  make  us  forget  the  ho- 
nour of  our  calling,  nor  can  any  of  our  afflidions 
compare  with  the  glory,  which  is  prepared  for  us. 
I  fay  alfo  afiurance  in  all  our  dangers ;  for,  fince  it 
is  God  himfelf,  who  has  called  us,  he  himfelf  will 
alio  fupport  us.  When  he  made  the  world  of 
nature  he  joined  the  title  of  preferver  to  that  rf 
creator,  and  he  does  the  fame  in  grace ;  for  this 
itafon  the  apoftle  fays,  God  is  faitbfulj  wbo  bath 
called  you  Jo  the  fcUowJhip  of  bis  Jon  \  you  fee,  the 
apoftle  infers  our  protedion  from  our  callings 
and  in  that  beautiful  chain  of  our  falvation,  which 
we  have  already  alkdged,  he  joins  calling  in  an 
indiiToloble  bond  with  juKification,  and  glorifica- 
tion, whom  be  called^  tbem  bejuftified^  and  lOobam  bi 
juftifiedy  tbem  be  alfo  gkrified*  {$) 

6.  Saint 

ele^d    bilhops   aad  ^iiit*  crate     ihi     L^nft    fypn. 

chaplains,     Kow     dai'e    Dr.  Ifbinin    tdfi    thi    p'ettni9i 

Ben  net  pobliih  a  book  en<-  divim  right  of  tke   Laitt 

titled*    •*  tbi    rights   tf  the  to  eleB^  either  the  ferfins  H 

efergy  »  -  -  fieiviing  that  God  he  ordained^  or  their  e^wnfar-. 

Mat  gitoeit,   and  impropriated  ticular  paftorSf    is    exMmitfd 

to  tife  clergy t  authority  to  or-  and  DiSPitoVEB  ?'*      [f  hei' 

dainy  haprivse^  preachy  prefido  majefty   were   a  cler^nun* 

in  church  pritferSf  and  con/e^  might  (he  pfe^cH^baptuC)^ 

Sed  taceaniy  optimum  eft,  plos  (cireArtim  efiv 
Quam  loqui  fcfvum  homiAetn,  ea-fapientiaeft^ 

Plmt.  iuEpii. 
(5)  Whom  he  jufHfitd  them  All-cmr  divioeralloAr,  tbtt 
h  glorified:  Magliiffceiitif.  tbe  ejflftlfe  to.  the  RMans  x» 
ii.ma  conclufio  totios  Affl^i-  a-rfcgttler  iyftetn  of  chrifHan 
oris  de  jaftf  ficatione  graciiite  theology.  R  is  natural  thfft- 
difput&tionis.  BeKaiuRom*  ^ore,  to  expeft  fome  accoont 
viii,  31,  of  predeftiaatitfi*     S.  Paul 

afto- 
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6.  Saint  Paul,  placing  before  our  eyes  the  na* 
cure  of  chriftian  calling,  tacitly  remarks  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  works  of  God,  and  thofo  of  the 
devil.  Almofl  in  every  thing  the  devil  pnefumes 
to  imitate  God :  but  he  imitates  him  in  a  contrary 
fenfe.  Has  God  his  myftery,  a  myjiery  of  godUnefs? 
the  devil  has  his,  a  myjiery  of  iniquity.  Does  God' 
caft  his  feed  into  the  field  ?  the  devil  will  not  fail 
to  fow  his :  but  God  ibws  good  wheat,  Satan  tares. 
God  ipoke  to  our  firft  parents  ia  paradife,  and 
Satan  alfa  would  fpeak  to  .them :  but  Go4  fpoke 
to  make  them  happy,  Satan  to  render  them  mife- 
rable.  To  come  nearer  to  our  fubjeft,  God  has 
formed  his  fociety,  he  has  convoked  and  aflbciated 
men  in  one  bi3dy:  the  devil  alfo  has  coUefted 
one,  he  has  his  voice  and  calling,  his  fpirit  and 
power,  his  laws  and  empire  even  as  God  has  his : 
but  with  this  difference,  God  calls  us  not  to  unclean^ 
nefs^  but  to  bolinefs  -,  the  devil  calls  us  not  to  bolinefs^ 
hut  to  uncleannefs  \  the  one  condu6h  men  from  dark- 

nefs 


a£hially  iDtrodaces  the  word, 
and  greats  of  the  fubje&y  and 
this  verfe  feems  to  be,  what 
Beza  calls  i^,  the  conclufion 
of  his  dodrine  of  jufliiica- 
don,  and  the  introdudion  to 
that  of  predeftiiiation.  Ar* 
miniaa  divines  get  rid  of  this 
article  hy  €ori€us  criticifms 
on  iingle  ternif,  and  by  pre- 
tended elucidations,  which 
feem  not  to  have  fallen  under 
the  apo(lIe*s  notice.  Some 
have  faid,  <'  S.  Paol  puts 
theie  verbs  in  aorijto^  and  an 
aorift,  fay  they,  is  fometimes 
put  for  a  future,  and  thus  a 
gennine  conilrudtion  of  the 
words  refutes  the;  predeftina- 


nan  explication.^  V/e  plead 
the  fcope  of  the  place  again  ft 
inch  condniions  as  are  drawa 
from  grammaticifms.  No- 
thing is  more  frequent 
among  verbal  critlcks  than 
affirming— this  place  may 
mean  fo  and  fo — this  word 
may  be  taken  in  this  or  that 
fenfe— this  phrafe  is  vague, 
and  has  ieveral  meanings-^ 
and  fo  on  :  but  in  argumen- 
tation it  is  not  fufficient  to 
affirm,  the  word  may  be  un- 
derftood  thus,  it  mud  be 
proved,  that  it  mufi  be  unr 
derdood  thus,  and  cannot, 
coniiftently  with  the  fcope  of 
the  writer,  mean  otherwife. 
Thus 
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jiefs  to  light,  from  fin  to  holinds^  from  filthiriefi 
to  purity :  the  other  precipitates  them  from  light 
to  darknefs,  and.  from  innocence  to  comiption, 
and  fin.  (6) 

7.  Before 


Thus  an  etcdlent  eritick. 
**  Nihil  freqaendos  -  •  ouam 
allatis  argumends  ita  reipon- 
dere :  f9ttji  hie  l^cus  ita  ac* 
^Ph  potift  bigcuBX  aiitir  im^ 
ttlli^ ;  at  hoc  pro  probadope 
tropi  neqnaqaam^  fafficit. 
Demonftrandum  cnim  ex  ip& 
textus  evidenda»  non  fplam 
foffi  aliter  intelligi:  fed  et 
non  deberi  aiitir  mtiUift^  &C» 
Glajffii  Pbiht.  Sac.  L^  li.  /•  I* 
Tra^.  2.  SiS.  I.  Com.  iv* 

(6)  Satan  imitatis  God. 
This  idea  is  commoiiy  and 
ieems  to  be  well-grounded. 
S»  PauKs  words  are  well 
known.  Satan  bimfilf  it 
transformed  into  an  angel  of 
light'^His  minijiers  ayb  art 
transformed  as  the  mnifiers 
ofrighteoufnefs—Falfe  afafttes 
transform  themfeh/es  into  the 


apoftUs  of  drift  j^tfeat^  hf 
iff  awf  means  f  ae  the  Jerpeot 
iegniUdEve,  thrmgh  hisjkh' 
^iuj,  Jo  four  minds  Jh^tdd  he 
eormpted  frvm  the  ftmflieitf 
that  is  in  Chr^.  2  Cor.  il 

The  apoftle  alfo  makes  the 
contraft.  God,  ntfhocommandid 
the  light  to  Jhine  out  ofiarkr 
nffip  hathjhinedin  oar  hearts 9 
to  give  the  light  of  the  kmnsf 
les^  of  the  glory  of  God,  ht 
the  face  of  J^ns  Cbnft^The 
God  of  this  world  hath  hlindei 
the  minds  of  them  nnhtch  An- 
lieve  not,  left  the  light  rf  tie 
gkrions  gofpel  of  Chrift  ftosM 
Jhine  unto  them.  2  Cor.  ir« 
6*4. 

To  this  we  aTcrib^ 
I.  HjpocriJ^. 


Satan    -    •    •    -    was  the  firft 

That  pra£Us'd  falihood  under  faintly  ihow* 

Deep  malice  to  conceal,  couch'd  with  revenge. 

Milton  Par.  Loft.  B.  lY.  if* 


For  neither  man  nor  angel  can  difcern 

hjpocrijy,  the  only  ill  that  walks 

Invifthle^  except  to  God  alone. 

By  his  permiffive  will  through  heav'tt  and  eardi ; 

And  ofc  though  wifdom  wake,  fufpick>n  fleeps 

At  wifdom's  gate,  and  to  fimplicity 

Refigns  her  charge,  while  wifdom  thinks  no  ill» 

Where  no  ill  f^ems.  B.  iii.  /•  6S3. 

a.  The 
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7.  Before  I  <jiiit  this  part  I  cannot  deny  myfclf 
the  liberty  of  giving  a  moft  certain  rale  for  diftin^^ 
guifixing  the  falfe  religion  from  the  true.  I  will 
not  fay,  falfe  religions  are  thofc,  whi;:h  openly  fol- 
licit  to  fin  i  for  what  religion  can  you  find  in  the 
world,  which  does  not  profefs  to  forbid  vice,  and 
command  virtue  i  but  I  affirm,  fince  all  falfe  re** 
lipions  are  the  produftions  of  the  devil,  and  fince 
his  great  and  ardent  defign  is  to  prefcrve  and  pro- 
pagate fin  amongft  men,  it  is  impofiible,  there 
ihould  be  a  falfe  religion  in  the  world,  which  does 
not  by  covert  and  indireft  ways  labour  to  ruiii 
trae  holineis,  and  to  continue  men  in  fin.  Were 
it  otherwife,  it  would  be  certain,  the  devil  had 
forgot  the  art,  which  he  has  praftifed  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world. 

Allow  me  to  fliew  you  this  peaceably  without 
cfiending  any  of  you.  Confider,  I  befeech  you^ 
that  religion,  which  under  the  fair  pretence  oF 
mortifications,  falls,  penitential  habits,  and  other 
fuch  aufterities,  fills  the  minds  of  men  with  pride 
and  prefumption  under  pretence  of  merit,  meta- 

mor- 

2.  The  various  religtMs  deacons  in  imitation  of  the 
in  the  pagan  world.  There  fevefity  difciples,  &c;  Ths 
were  temples— oracles— fa-  whole  of  popery  is  a  denlifti 
criiicer — pr lefts— prophecies  imitation  of^  a  godlike  oeco- 
-— miracles,  &c.  nomy :  but  the  former  tends 

3.  The  feveral  corruptions  all  to  mifchief  and  mifery, 
of  revealed  religion.  The  while  the  latter  is  produdive 
true  chriftian  church  has  of  nothing  but  holinefs  and 
Chrift  for  its  head— fcripture  felicity.  Rome  calls  to  da- 
for  its  law-^minifters  for  of-  very;  God  to  liberty^^ome 
£cers»  &c. — ^-The  papal  to  bigotry;  God  to  benevot 
church  has  a  pope  for  its  lence— Rome  to  fuperftition ; 
head— traditions  for  laws—-  God  to  rational  piety— the 
prieds  for  officers-— twelve  one  to  ««r/ffl»j^/r  i  the  other 
cardinal  priefts  in  imitation  to  hoUmfi* 

of  twelve  apofiles^-eardinal 

VoL.n.  Pp  (7)^«*- 
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morphofing  men  into  proud  PharileeSy  and  ceacb-^ 
ing  each  to  fay,  /  fafi  iwicc  a  week^  I  give  tithes 
of  all  I  pojfefsj  lam  not  as  other  men^  not  as  that 
publican.  (7) 

Confider  that  religion,  which  under  the  admi* 
rable  vail  of  good  works,  and  adts  9/ devotion, 
makes  the  greatcK  part  of  piety  conf^ft  in  adlions 
altogether  (uperftidous,  vain,  and  ridiculous :  com- 
mitting the  two  evils,  with  which  God  formerly  re- 
proached the  Jews,  forfaking  the  founie^n  of  living 
waters^  and  hewing  out  to  tbemfelves  broi^  cifterns, 
which  can  hold  none.  Is  not  the  religion  we  fpeak 
of  guilty  of  this  ?  almoft  all  its  devotion  ttwds 
in  the  choice  of  foods,  in  the  celebration  of  feall^, 
in  pilgrimages,  in  touching  and  venerating  relicks, 

IB 


(7)  CoftfiJer  that  rtltgion^ 
'which  cktrijhes  pridi*  Mr. 
Claude  means  popery^  a  reli- 
gion (if  it  be  not  profane  to 
caU  fuch  a  farrago  religion) 
calculated  to  gratify  the  moft 
l>oundlers  ambition.  The 
power  and  pomp,  and  riches 
of  the  priellhood :  the  mag- 
fliiicenceof  temples,  ftatues, 
pidtures,  vellments,  procef- 
fions,  and  inllallations  ;  the 
veneration  paid  to  dreamers, 
viiionaries,  and  enthufiafts ; 
the  dofkrines  of  fupremacy, 
infallibility,  fupererogation, 
and  merit ;  the  fplendjid  ce- 
remonies and  duties  of  po- 
pery, all  are  calculated  to 
iatiate  human  ambition ;  and 
accordingly  this  church  hath 
produced  the  proudeA  mor- 
tals, that  evc^  the  fun  be. 
held.    Cacfars  and  Alexan* 


diert  are  novices  to  Popes  1 

the  latter  have  claimed  more 
fubjeds,  a  lar^r  revenue, 
and  a  greater  6ctent  of  jurif- 
didion  than  the  former  ever 
thought  of.  Our  laborious 
hiflorian,  John  Fox,  dofetl 
the  firft  volume  of  his  afis 
and  monuments  with  whtt 
he  calls  tbt  image  ofamicbrifi 
t^talting  HIMSELF  in  the  ttm- 
pUofGod^  that  is,  a  narra- 
tion of  the  powers  claimed 
by  the  pope  extraded  oat  of 
pontifical  decrees^  extrava- 
gants,  &c.  It  is  a  very  curi- 
ous compoiition :  bot  too 
long  to  infert  here.  It  con- 
cludes, "  the  whole  world  is 
my  diocefe  -----  and  it 
flandeth  upon  neccffity  of 
falvation  .  for  every  human 
creature  to  be  fubjcd  to  mi." 
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in  telling  beads,  in  vifiting  tombs,  and  in  other 
things  of  the  fame  kipd.  (8) 

Confider  that  religion,  which  under  pretence  of 
humility  and  godly  fear  forbids  men  ever  to  be  af- 
fured  of  their  falvation,  and  commands  them  to 
Femain  always  ignorant  or  uncertain  of  participa- 
ting the  favour  of  God  when  they  die.     Is  not 
this  entirely  to  reverie  fanftification,  and  to  deftroy 
its  true  principle  ?  for  the  principle  of  true  holi- 
nefs,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly^  the  effence  and 
foul  of  holinefs,  what  is  it  ?  is  it  not  that  filial  love, 
which  we  have  for  God  ?  but  how  can  that  love 
fubfift  with  a  perpetual  uncertainty?  how  ftand 
with  perpetual  doubts  whether  God  be  a  friend  or 
an  enemy,  whether  he  refolve  to  fave  or  to  de- 
ftroy us  ?  and  with  thefe  cruel  perplexities,  which 
accompany  this  uncertainty,  whatever  good  I  do, 
whatever  righteoufn^ls  I  am  enabled  to  do,  how- 
ever afcundant  the  meafures  of  grace,  which  God 
communicates  to  me,  I  cannot  aflure  myfelf  either 
pf  my  eledlion  or  pcrfcvcrance,  and  muft  believe, 
perhaps  God  has  rejeded  me,  and  will  eternally 
deftroy  me.     I  mult  fuppofe  that,  notwithftand- 
^ng  all  the  grace,  which  he  has  hitherto  beftowed 
upon  me,  notwithftanding  the  remiflion  of  my  fins 
which   he  has  granted  me,    notwithftanding  his 
bringing  me  into  communion  with  Jefus  Chrift, 
notwithftanding  his  giv^pg  fpe  bis  hol^  fpirit,  yet 

all 

(8)  Confider  that  nli^eig^  that  we  know  not  what  the. 

h  places  piety  in  fuferftu  chhrch   places  it  in.     Wha^ 

t  is  fofhewhat  remark-  a  body    of   divinity  !    Th^ 

in  the  index  to  pops    (Pontifex)    indeed  is 

Ltion  of  the  coun-  there,  and  above  forty  refe- 

ity  the  allowed  au-  rences  tender  it.     So  wtxy^  inr 

yftem  of  modern  tent  is  papal  zeal  on  efta- 

it  do  not  once  meet  bliihjng  popery,  that  it  fbr« 

e  word   pisty,  fo  gets  even  to  mention  piety  {. 

Pp  a 
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all  this  does  not  hinder  that  he  may  hate  me  iff 
his  heait,  and  perhaps  may  have  hated  mc  etcr* 
nally.  Tell  me,  pray,  is  this  to  reprefent  God  as 
a»i  amiable  beinp?  is  not  this  overturning  hdinefs 
inftead  of  eftabhlhing  it  ?  (9) 
.  Let  us  pais  now  to  the  fecond  part  of  our  ttxt; 
it  confills  in  the  aflurance,  which  the  apoftk'  gives 
that  the  do£brine  he  propofes  is  inviolable,  and 
entirely  divine.  He  tbiref§re  (adds  he^  tbiat  Je* 
Jjpifefbj  iifpifiih  not  man^  but  God^  'sffbo  bath  alfo 
given  unto  us  bis  boly  fpirit* 

You  muft  obfcrve,  firft,  that  we  rauft  not 
think,  that  by  thb  rgeftion-of  the  doArine,  the 
apoftic  means  (imply  fuch  an  open  and  declared 
rejefHon  as  infidels  make,  fuch  4n  one  as  Jews  and 
Pagans  make,  who  openly  blafpheme  the  gofpel« 
It  is  not  likely  S,  Paul  addreifed  himfelf  hoe  ta 

peopk> 


(9)  Comfidir  th^t  teHgioih 
which  f&rSids  affurance^  un- 
ier  pwenci  of  ^umilitj.  Wc 
luive  mentioned  this  fubje^ 
before,  See.  vol.  i,  258,  ^^9. 
The  diarch  of  Rome,  by  in* 
^ulc^ting  tke  doflrlne  of  hu- 
man merit,  deftroys  aAu- 
fanee,  u  mt^i\y  of  our  old 
divinet  have  fully  fhewn, 
*  The  pretence  of  humility 
dcfarve9  to  be  exploded  j  for 
the  fineft  notion  we  pan  form 
of  one  ^hi'iftian  grace  is  to 
Cooiider  it  a^  in  perfeQ  har* 
mony  with  all  other  chrifUan 

frames.  True  faith  is  always 
Umble }  and  genuine  humi- 
lity  is  ill  oerfe£^  harmony 
•  with  faith.  Half  the  religion 
of  fome  good  people  among 
proteftants  confifis  of  doubt- 
ing  an4   complaining,   fL^d 


under  pieteace  of  handlity 
too:  but  their  folly  (hoold 
not  be  charged  on  the  oon«« 
ftitution  of  diiags  among  ua. 
Papjfta  have  uncertaia 
grounds  of  ^Qing  and  be* 
Having,  as  traditions,  eccle* 
fiafVical  archives,  papal  in- 
fallibility, luid  fo  on;  hot 
proteftanu  lay  the  fare  word 
of  God  as  ground  of  faith, 
Papifts  are  required  to  yield 
implicit  faith  in  the  une3E- 
amiqed  opinions  pf  others; 
hut  proteftanu  are  required 
to  fe9  with  their  own  eyesf 
to  believe  09  their  own  evi^ 
den^e»  The  parallel  i^ight 
be  run  a  great  way:  butthefe 
hints  are  (iiffcient  to  ihew 
which  coqimanity  oottftituti* 
onally  produces  £uch,  an4 
which  generate  fear^ 
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people  who  did  not  at  all  acknowledge  chrifU^ 
anity&  he  fpeaks  to  chriftiam>  who  were  called 
already  to  the  profetBop  of  chriftianity  in  the 
churchy  and  who  externally  embraced  the  religion 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is  lefs  likely  ftill,  that»  amoi^ 
the  profeflbrs  of  chriftianity,  there  ihould  be  any 
found  in  the  apofties  times,  who  boldly  and 
openly  denied  the  necefficy  of  fanftification  and 
good  works.  There  were  indeed  afterward  cer- 
tain hereticks  called  Gnofbics  to  whom  they  im* 
pute  horrible  maxims  upon  this  futgeS ;  but,  be- 
fides  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  thefe  jpeople 
held  all  the  maxims  charged  upon  them,  befides 
this,  I  fay,  I  do  not  think  the  fcA  was  forung  up 
when  S«  Paul  wrote  this  epiftle  to  the  Theflalo- 
^iansy  or  if  it  were  in  embryo,  it  was  not  yet 
formed  completely,   nor  puhlickly  known,  (i) 

I  am 


(l)  Gmfiics.  Other  here- 
fiet  m  the  primitiTe  church 
lud  their  names  from  their 
mithorsy  at  Marcionites^ 
Carpocratians,  ValentinianSf 
$tt^  hot  GmJHc  feeois  to  be 
common  to  them  all,  and  if 
we  may  judge  by  the  word* 
a  Gnoftic  was  one  who  placed 
bis  religion  in  fpeculation 
only;  a  man  might  there- 
fore be  a  Gnoftic  not  only  by 
believing  errors,  but  even  by 
jniilaking  the  end  of  evan* 
^elical  truths,  which  are  re^ 
vealSd  not  barely  to  gratify 
speculation,  bat  to  dirett 
pradice.  I  fnppofe  it  is  dif- 
licult  to  fay  at  what  time 
this  ijpirit  firft  wrought  in  the 
ebulrches,  but  it  is.cercain, 
iJie^fiftle  of  James  is  diredted 


ikgainft  it,  Ac  whole  defign 
of  that  ap6ftle  bein^  to  fhevir 
the  ufeleffneis  of  believ- 
ing even  truth  itielf,  without 
a  correiponding  condud« 
Hen^e  LaJUncius  fays, 
**  Omnia  fapientia  hominis 
in  hoc  uno  eft  ut  Denm  c^g^ 
no/cat  t  BT  cot  AT.  Hoe 
noftrum  dogma  hsc  fenten- 
tia  eft.  Quanta  xtaque  voce 
poffum  teftificor,  proclamo, 
oenuncio,  &c.'*  LaS.  d'fv^ 
inji,  lib.  iii.  cap.  30. 

It  is  douhifuty  ivbitber  tbe 
Gttojlics  iv^re  kno*wn  in  S* 
Paul's  time.  Mr.  Claude 
follows  Clement  of  Alexan^ 
dria,  who  affirms,  that  the 
Gnoftic  fed  firft  rofe  under 
the  emperor  Adrian.  It 
fhould  (eem  from  i  John  ii^ 
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I  am  therefore  perfuadcd,  S,  Paul  fpeaks  here  of 
another  kind  of  contempt,  be  thai  defpifetb  is  he^ 
who  praSicaUy  defpifeth,  who  profeOlng  to  be  a 
chriftian  yet  remains  immerfed  in  fin,  and  not  in 
any  way  devoting  himfelf  to  holinels.  The  apof- 
tie  fpeaks  againft  fuch  defpifers  as  thefe,  and  of 
thefe  he  iays,  they  defpife  not  m^n  but  God*  (2) 

There 


18.— I  Tim.  VI,  ac-fCol. 
xi.  S. — rthat ,  the  Gnoftic 
\\tTt(y  did  fpring  up  10  the 
days  of  the  apoftks :  but,  ic 
IS  certaiB,  ic  was  not  ycry 
cotifpicuotts  till  Adrian's 
tifno. 

It  is  doubtful  wbttber  ib€ 
Cnoftics  held  all  thi  doQrints 
ufuallj  imputed  to  tbem*  This 
amiable  fpirit  of  equity  de- 
fer ves  to  be  imitated,  efpe- 
cially  in  an  inveftigation  of 
primitive  errors.  No  part  of 
church  hiftory  needs  more, 
elucidation.  All,  who  dif* 
pntcd  with  the  prevailing 
party,  and  diflented  froqf^ 
them,  were  reputed  herc- 
ticks ;  and  their  tale  ^as  told 
by  their  opponents.  Wc 
know  by  experience  how  do- 
mineering parties  tell  the 
tales  of  the  opprelTcd.  Few 
take  p^ins  to  ynderlland  pre- 
tended hereticks,  and  fewer 
l|ill  have  the  courage  to  do 
them  juflice.  It  is  almoft  im- 
poiiible  to  believe,  that  thefe 
people  held  fuch  notions  of 
f  he  firll  caufe — the  holy  fcrip- 
turcs — Jefus  Chrift — and 
ivorality — as  are  imputed  to 
them. 

JVJfcillian,      bilhop      of 


Abtla,  is  faid  to  liave  ro« 
vived  the  eld  Gnoflic 
dodrine  in  Spain  in  the 
fourth  century,  (thadas, 
bilhop  of  SoflTuba,  procured 
firft  from  the  emperor  Ora- 
tian  his  banifhrnent,  and  af- 
terward from  the  emperor 
Maximus  his  death*  This 
Ithacius  was  the  lirft  perfon 
who  introduced  civil  perfe- 
cution  into  the  church.  Sul- 
picius  Severus  gives  ihe 
bloody  wretch  tl^is  charader, 
**  He  w^  a  i9an  abandoned 
to  the  moft  corrupt  indo- 
lence, and  without  the  leail 
tinfture  of  true  piety.  He 
was  audacious,  talkative,, 
impudent,  Itu^rious,  and  a 
Have  to  his  belly.  He  ac- 
cufed  i^s  bentickix  aqd  as 
prote^rs  of  ^rifcill\an,  all 
thofe,  whofe  lives  w^re  con- 
fecrated  to  the  purfuit  of 
piety  and  knowledge,  or  dif* 
tingui(l\ed  by  a6^s  of  mortifi- 
cation and  abflii^ence.*'  What 
credit  is  due  to  what  fuch 
men  fay  of  hercfy  and  hcre- 
ticks !  See  Mojbeim^  cent,  vr* 
/.  2.  note.^ 

(2)  Deffi/etb  God.     Sin  is 

a  pradical  contempt  of  God^ 

They    rebelled    againft    the 

wofdi^ 
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There  is  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  think,  the 
apoftle  fpeaks  of  fuch,  for,  it  is  certain,  thefe  are 
the  mod  cruel  enemies  of  religion,  and  the  moft 
odious  kind  of  men,  that  can  be  imagined  in  a 
church.  They  arc  odious,  for  to  all  the  other 
vices,  with  which  they  arc  infcfted,  they  join  hy- 
pocrifyj  they  have  the  voice  of  Jacob  and  the 
hands  of  Efau;  wbited  fepukbres^  under  fair  out- 
fides  concealing  rottennels  and  putrefaftion.  They, 
who  are  openly  profane,  arc  not,  however,  fuch 
deceivers  as  thefe,  they  do  not  deceive  us,  they 
impofe  upon  nobody :  but  thefe  arc  impoftors,  (3) 

who 


words  of  God,  and  contimmd 
the  coanfel  of  the  mod  hieh. 
Pfal.  cvii.  II.  —  Wherefore 
doth  lYkCwitked contemn  God? 
Pfal.  X.  13. — Hence  the  ex- 
iiortatton  of  S.  Paul,  Defpife 
nvt  frofbe/yiugs.  i  Theff.  r. 
20.  Our  Lord  explains  and 
'  reproves  this  difpofition. 
Mat.  xxii.  5.  A  certain  king 
lent  his  fervancs  -  -  «  to  fay 
•  •  •  come  unto  the  mar- 
riage -  -  -  but  they  made 
light  of  it^  and  'went  their 
nuayst  one  to  his  farmt  ano^ 
ther  to  his  merchandize.  **  The 
/eat  of  fcornerst  fays  Dr. 
Canton,  is  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  fin."    Pfal.  i.  I. 

(3)  Imfofiors*  Such  were, 
in  the  primitive  church,  the 
falfe  apoilles,  whom  S.  Paul 
treats  with  fo  much  juft  ab- 
horrence. 2  Cor.  ii.  17.  We 
are  not  as  many  *who  corrupt 
the  fword  of  God^  KOLTtiK^voV" 
Tt(9  roanufadturiog  the  word 
of  Godj  dealing  deceitfully 


with  it,  lowering  its  value 
by  mixing  it  with  pagan  phi- 
lofophy,  or  Jewifh  traditions* 
— iv.  2.  IFe   have  renounced 
the  hidden  things  of  dijbonejiy^ 
mot 'walking  in  craftinefs^  nor 
handling  the  'word  of  God  de^- 
ceitfully.     WefpeeJtas  of  fin^ 
cerity^  as  of  God ^  &c«    Since- 
rity,   or    purity  is  twofold, 
firft  in  the  doQrine  delivered, 
called  tbefincere^  that  is  the 
pure  milk  of  the  nxjord^  un- 
mixed with  human  conjec- 
tures-and  traditions,     i  Pet. 
ii.  2.      Secondly,    in      the 
preacher,    whofe  intentions 
are  pure  and  his  ad^ions  up- 
right.     In   both  thefe    the 
falfe  apoflles  of  old  were  de- 
fective;   and   modern  hypo- 
crites exadlly  refemble  them. 
Salvian  contrails  thefe  pret- 
tily, **  Non    poteft   dici  dc  , 
gentibus,   evangeiia  legunr, 
et  impudici  funt — apoitolos 
audiunt,    ,et    inebriancur — 
Chriilum  fequuntur  et  rapi- 
unt— 
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ivho  hide  the  horror  of  their  crimes  under  a  fair 
exteriors  falfe  prophets,  who  fay  Lord^  Lord^  and 
who  yet  remain  fi^orkers  of  iniquity,  and  what,  in 
the  world  can  be  fo  odious  as  this  i  Thefe*  are  the 
moft  cruel  enemies  of  the  church  and  of  religion, 
chefe  do  us  a  hundred  times  more  harm  than  the 
moft  open,  declared,  perfecuring  enemies  can  do^ 
however  proud  and  vindiftive  the  Utter  may  be. 

Declared  enemies  calumniate  religion  ;  but  they 
are  not  beliered^  and  religion  fgfficiently  defends 

itfelf 


tint-*-^ittm  improbam  agunt, 
ct  probam  legem  fe  habere 
dicunt.'*  &c.  &c.    LiL  iv. 

fFhiud  Septdcbres.  Kfat. 
xxiii.  27.  Our  Lord  alludes 
to  the  popular  cuftom  of  to- 
vcridg  commoa  graves  with 
lime  or  chalk,  or  with  a 
whited  boar4»  rail,  or  iloue, 
which  was  done  annually, 
when  the  roads  were  repair- 
cd,  on  the  firft  of  Adar,  in 
our  February.  The  general 
intention  was  to  prevent  tra« 
vellers  contracting  a  ceremo- 
nial uncleannefs  by  touching 
the  dead.  The  whiteneu 
warned  them  to  avoid  the 
place.  The  Pharifces,  af- 
fedling  fuperior  piety,  buili 
tomhsfor  the  prtfhett^  and 
^amijhtd  tbt  fepulcbres  of  tbe 
rigbuottt.  Verfes  29,  30, 
Some  graves,  either  through 
poverty,  neglcft,  or  heavy 
rains  waihing  ofF  the  thin 
whitening,  appeared  not y  and 
meUf  tbat  ^walked  o<ver  tbem^ 
nnere  not  a^ware  oftbem*  Luke 
xi.  44.  To  thefe  three  forts 
of  graves  our  Lord  likens  the 
pharifees,  that  is  to  fay,  he 


Confidered  their  hypocrify  ia 
three  different  points  ctf'lighr* 
Their  exterior  couceeiUd  tSeir 
odious  inward  difpolitioss«— 
It  made  a  great  ^e^w  in  the 
tyt%  of  nuuikind--4od  it  eU^ 
cei^yed  the  unwary  into  a 
dangerous  admiration  ani 
imitation  of  them. 

Hypocrify  is  well  charac* 
terized  by  its  affefled  venc« 
ration  for  virtitous  prede- 
ceflors.  Dion  fays,  the  em* 
peror  Caracalla,  one  of  cht 
worft  of  men,  hated  good 
men  as  long  as  chey  lived* 
and  honoured  them  after  they 
were  dead.  Herod,  who 
murdered  Ariftobulus  for  his 
virtues,  paid  him  the  higheft 
funeral  honours  after  his 
death.  Thus  the  Jews  dealt 
with  the  prophets,  and  thus 
modem  hypocrites  ered  fta- 
tues  of  the  apoftles,  prociuip 
6ne  pi^res  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
atfd  his  renowned  difciples» 
and  cherifh,  like  the  old  ph»* 
rifees,  the  fame  bloody  dif» 
pofitions,  that  brought  them 
all  to  the  grave.  Ah  I  could 
your  Hatues  fpeak  1  -  •  « 
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itfclf  againfl:  their  accuf^tions  5  but  thcfe  are  com- 
monly believed,  when  they  difhonour  chriflian 
piety/  Why  (fay  people)  fhould  we  not  believe 
them  ?  .  thefe  are  friends  and  not  enemies,  their 
defigns  are  evident,  it  is  a  fpirit  of  religion,  which 
animates  them.  Pcrfccutors  only  trouble  the  out- 
ward ftate  of  the  church,  and  frequently  while 
they  difturb  its  outward  repofe,  they  contribute 

iin  fpite  of  their  defigns.)  to  augment  its  faith  and 
lolinefs:  but  thefe  wicked  hypocrites,  of  whom 
we  fpeak,  attack  the  very  vitals  of  religion,  and 
by  their  contagious  and  bad  examples  furprize 
the  fimple,  and  defile  their  piety.  But  why  fio  I 
ipeak  of  the  fimple  i  the  ftrongeft  chriftians,  even 
thole,  who  are  fartheft  advanced  in  the  practice  of 
piety,  cannot  fecure  themfelvcs  againft  their  poifon; 
for  what  can  be  more  dangerous  than  a  bad  exam- 
ple,  which  infinuates  under  the  veil  of  brother-* 
hood  and  friendfhip  ?  AlittU  leaven  (fays  the  apof- 
tlc.)  kavenetb  the  whole  lump.  A  vicious  conver- 
fation  is  a  peftilcnt  difeafe  in  the  church,  or,  if 
you  win,  it  is  a  fpark  of  fire  in  a  ftack  of  ftraw,* 
AUsl  we  are  all,  great  and  little,  itrong  and  weak, 
too  miKh  like  combuftible  matter,  we  have  all  of 
us  too  much  inclination  to  fin,  when  we  are 
tempted  on  any  fide,  and  how  much  more  liable 
are  we  to  fall  into  it  when  afifaulted  from  a  quar- 
ter, of  which  we  were  not  aware,  and  confequently 
for  which  we  were  not  prepared  ?  (4) 

2.  But 

(4)  Hypocriies.      Our  di-  xnandacis    dedit,     ne    eflent 

vine  mafter  had.  fuch  an  ab-  oMTTef  oi  vircKfiTAi  quail  vel 

horreace  of  hypocrify,  that  tanquaa    hypocritae;    aliud 

he  tiot  only  commanded   his  erat    hypocritas    efi'e,    aliud 

Ibllowers-  not   to   ie    hypo*  tanquam    hypocritas,     ^voluit 

critrs,  but  not  to  be  tike  them,  autem  mt  hjpccritis  quidem  Jt' 

Chriftus    difcipulis    fuis    in  miles  ferU     Bajlaui  in  c&nci- 

Vol.  II,  Q^q                             one 
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2.  But  you  will  alk  me.  Are  all  thofc  hypocrito, 
who  fin  in  the  church  ?  Are  there  no  true  be- 
lievers, who  fometimes  backflide  from  hoUneis^ 
and  who  confequently  offend  fome  of  the  brethren, 
and  give  bad  examples  to  all?  Alas!  too  many 
true  believers  fall  into  fin ;  and,  I  doubt  not, 
S.  Paul  had  thefe  in  view,  and  addrefled  thcfe 
words  to  them,  as  well  as  to  hypocrites,  compre- 
hending both  in  the  number  of  defpifers  of  this 
doftrine.  I  grant,  when  a  believer  falls  into  fomc 
fin,  it  does  not  follow  from  thence  that  he  has 
abfolutely  rejefted  the  dodrine  of  fanftification. 
God  forbid  we  Ihould  think  fo !  he  falls  through 
infirmity,  for  our  regeneration  is  never  fo  entire 

as 


one  tatinaf  apui  Leigh,  in 
Cfit,  /ac. 

Mat,  vi.  2.  When  ihou 
doeft  thine  alms,  do  not  -  - 
as  the  hypocrites  do* — 5.  When 
thou  PR  AY  EST,  thou  Jhalt 
not  he  as  the  hypocrites  are,^^ 
16.  When  ye  fast,  be  not  as 
the  hypocrites.'-^^.  Be  not  ye 
therefore  like  unto  them*  As 
if  the  Lord  had  faid.  Do  not 
afFeft  to  perform  your  reli- 
gious exercifes  as  thefe  men 
perform  the  fame  exercifes. 
Do  not,  under  any  fpecious 
pretences,  imitate  them.  This 
IS  advice  of  great  importance, 
and  deferves  more  attention 
than  hath  ufualiy  been  paid 
to  it. 

Five  minutes  attention  to 
the  do6lrine  of  imitation  opens 
a  wide  6eld  of  fpeculation, 
and  were  we  to  difcufs  the 
fubjedl,  we  (hould  fill  a  vo- 
lume.   Notes  are  only  hints^ 


and  a  hint  (hall  ferre  here. 
Obferve  this  train. 

The  pope  attempts  to  coo- 
vert  the  Chinefc.  The  Chi- 
nefe  refufe  to  accede  to  die 
papal  terms,  unleis  fome  con* 
ceflions  be  made  in  favour  of 
their  old  religion.  The  pon* 
tiff  fends  miffionaries  pr^ 
perfy  inHro^ed,  and  antJio- 
rizes  them  to  accommodate 
chriftianity  to  the  liking  of 
the  emperor,  and  the  empuc, 
by  imitating  the  old  cerenxK 
nies,  yea  by  incorporating 
them  into  the  religion  of 
Jefus.  Clement  XI.  CyU^« 
nal  Tournon,  Mezzabarba, 
and  the  Jefuits  feem  to  me 
to  difi^er  very  little,  after  all 
their  difputes.  All  make 
Chrifl  conform  to  ConfucittS. 
This  is  the  conftant  courfe 
of  papal  propagation  of  tbe 
gofpel. 

Tlic 
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as  to  exclude  all  remains  of  weaknefs  In  our  un- 
derftandings  and  afFcftions :    and  if  thofe,  who 
declaim  upon  this  fubje<5V,  were  better  acquainted 
with  human  nature,  they  would  not  fay  fo  peremp- 
torily as  they  do,  that  fin  could  not  dwell  in  the 
fame  heart  with  faith  and  love,  and  the  other  prin- 
ciples of  regeneration.    To  prove  this  I  only  ad- 
duce the  example  of  S.  Peter,     Who  can  believe 
that,   when  Jefus  Chrift   faid    to   him,   I  have 
fra^fed  for  thee  that  thy  faith  fail  not  \  who,  I  fayj 
can  believe  that  thefe  words  are  to  be  underflood 
only  of  fome  bare  illuminations  of  his  underftand- 
ing,  without  any  true  piety  or  love  in  his  heart  ? 
Who  can  believe,  that  S.  Peter  in  th^  moment  of 
his  fall,  when  he  was  carried  away  with  an  impe- 
tuous fear,  fuddenly  felt  all  love  and  piety  expire 
in  his  heart  ?  Who  can  thjnk,  that  all  his  attach- 
ments to  jiis  divine  mafter  were  fuddenly  diflfolved 

in 

THe  reformers  a6led    on  duce  gloria  patri,  repeat  the 

the  fame  principle  in  regard  Lord's    prayer,      affleft     to 

to  the  papifts,  and  retained  preach  and  pray  like  thein» 

rites,     ceremonies^     habits,  and,  in  a  word,  to  conform 

geftures,    and  fo  on ;    they  4s  far  as  they  can,  and  far^r 

were    not    hypocrites  :    bat  ther  than  they  ought.     So,  \ 

they  were  lih  them*    The  imitate  4  pariih   nriell-^the 

rpifcopal  church  retains  the  prieft  imitates  blQiop  Cran* 

refemblance  llill.  iner-*vCranmer    the  pope-^ 

Some    modern    diifenting  the  pope  Aarqn,  Confucius, 

minifters,  TK^iTefFed    with    1  Zoroafter,  or  any  body  tha; 

know  not  what  rage  of  imi*  comes  in  bis  way.     See  Dr^ 

Ution,  and  dazzled  with  the  Otugn*i  Sern^n,  tntitled  Rigb* 

gaiety  and  popularity  of  ibmq  teous  z^alp  /ro/n,  Jtr.  xv.  19, 

modern  pious  conformift  mi-  20.  Let  them  return  to  thee: 

liifters,  afied  to  imitate  them,  ^hut  return  not  tj^ou.  unto  tffem^ 

Some  pot  on  gowns ;  others  I  admire  tl;iis  faying  of  Kufl^^ 

fet  up  organs ;  fome  compofe  worth.  '<  It  is  poffijbk  for  an 

litargies,othersfing  anthems,  ingenuous  man  to   be  of  a 

Jearn  light  tunes  and  theatri-  party  y  and  yet  not  partial.^ 

^  airs»  while  others  intro-  JPref.  to  Colt. 
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ip  fo  complete  and  abfolutc  a  manner,-  that  there 
did -not  remain  in  the  bottom  of  his  heart  the 
leaft  confideration  for  him?  His  ready  return  to 
Jcfus  Chrift,  when  JeKis  Chrift  looked  at  him, 
accompanied  with  bitter  repenting  tears,  fuUy 
proves,  that  if  his  love  and  piety  had  fuffered  an 
eclipfe,  they  were  not  however  annihilated.  In 
cfFeft,  wc  muft  judge  of  the  fpiritual  as  of  the 
natural  life,  both  may  undergo  very  great  and 
enervating  changes  without  peri(hing  entirely. 

We  muft  then,  it  feems,  diftinguiih  an  abfo- 
lute  from  a  partial  contempt  of  the  dodrine  of 
holineis.  (5)    Hypocrites,   who  under  the  maik 


(5)  Dtfiinguifi  an  ahfiluU 
from    a  partial    contempt    of 
JanHifi^ation.  There  are  three 
principal  reafons  for  this  dif- 
tia6lion,     i.  Hence  arifes  an 
argument     for      chrifttanity 
againil  the  pleas  of  falfe  re- 
ligions.    You    objeft,    fays 
Tertullian    to    the    pagans 
f>m^where,  you  objedl  againft 
OS,  th^t  we  have  many  un- 
righteous perfons  in  our  com- 
munity.    We  allow  it:  but 
fee  how  ^ou  and  we  differ. 
Our    unrighteous    members 
are  reproved,  and  df  incor** 
rigible    are    expelled:    but 
among  you  the  wicked  ^re 
therlmedy     honoured      and 
adored.     I  forget  where  this 
paifage  is,  and,  as  I  ^uote 
It  from  my  memory,  proba- 
bly it  is  not  cxaft.    The  fen- 
tiroent,  however,  is  juil,  and 
fipplicable  to  modern  infide- 
iity.      2.    This     diflinaion 
ihop}4  ^  pxstde  for  the  ffike 


of  thofe  fiou$  Jonls  in  onl 
eommunitiesy     whofe    igno' 
ranee  would  drive  them  to 
defpair,  after  throngh  Mr* 
mity  they  had  fallen  unwarily 
into  fin,  were   they  not  in-» 
formed  of  the  difference  be- 
tween-fins  of  infiriftity  tod 
fins  of  enmity.     3.  Chriftiaa 
minifters     fhould    inculcate 
this  diftin^ion  in  regard  to 
cburch'di/tipUne.        It    hap- 
pensy  fbmetimes,  that  there 
are    in     ^hriftian    chorches 
pious  perfons  phyfically  de^ 
feftivc.    Such  ve  they,  who 
have  been  difordered  ia  their 
fcnfcs,  and  who  after  reco- 
very ret^n  i.  certain  wildncff 
and  irregularity  in  all  they 
do,     Such  alfo  are  they,  who 
are  coo  flan tly  or  periodically 
afRifted    with     lownefs    of 
fpirits,  or,  what  is  ffill  worfc, 
a  too  great  flow  of  aaimai 
fpirits,   animating  t^ienr  to 
take   ^Id  ft^des    in  their 
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of  external  profeOion  conceal  a  profane  heart,  and 
live  a  profane  life,  are  guilty  of  the  firft  rejcdlion; 
and  the  faithful,  when  they  fall  into  (in,  are  guilty 
of  the  iecond :  but,  be  it  which  it  may,  it  is  al- 
ways ,  true,  that  every  fin  which  we  commit, 
however  fmall^  is  a  contempt  of  the  doftrine  of 
fandification ;  for  did  we  obfervc  it  as  we  ought, 
we  ihould  never  fin,  as  the  gofpel  is  not  concent 
to  demand  an  imperfefl  fandification  of  us,  but 
on  the  contrary  it  exads  a  complete  and  perfeft 
holinefs,  as  well  in  degrees  as  in  parts,  fo  that  al* 
ways,  when  we  commit  any  fin,  we  do  in  a  man* 
ncr  renounce  the  honour  of  our  calling,  and  com- 
mit an  outrage  on  the  doftrine  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

3,  I  fay  on  the  doftrine  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  is,  on 
the  ibnx)!  God,  even  on  God  himfclf;  for  this  law  • 
of  hoiineft  is  neither  of  S.  Paul,  nor  of  any  other 
Aian,  but  of  God  and  his  beloved  fon :  he  that 
defpifetb  (fays  the  apoftle)  dtfpfetb  not  man  hut  God. 
He  means,  that  he  rejefts  the  authority  of  God 
himfelf,  who  is  the  author  and  publiQier  of  this 
law.  Every  fin  contains  two,  one  confifts  in  our 
doing  a  thing  bad  in  its  nature,  and  contrary  to 
that  publick  and  inviolable  order,  according  to  .  ^ 
which  reafonable  creatures  ought  to  aft :  the  other 
confifts  in  our  offending  the  infinite  authority  and 

majefty 

deportment.       God    forbid,  us  not  heat  thefe  y2r//<?w-y?r- 

we  fhoald  deny  thefe  people  'vants.    They  are  objedU  of 

the  comforts  of  religfon!  In  pity,    and  fhoiild  bj   borne   . 

order,  however,  touieir.en-  with  in  the  church  as  far  as 

joyment  of  them,  it  is  ne-  poflxble ;     for,    poor    foals  I 

ceflary  not  to  exa£l  that  nni-  what  (hould  they  do  in  the 

formity  of  adlion  in   them,  world?  Here  they  are  irre^ 

which  woald  be  efTentially  gular  and  queer :  but.  there 

feqaifite,    were   they  phyfi-  they  would  be  driven  raving 

cally    perfedl.     Alas!    twbo  mad* 
%tm  witrfiond  ffis  irrwrt !  Let 
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majcfty  of  our  Icgiflator,  and  in  revoking  from 
the  obedience  we  owe  him.  S.  Paul,  having  regard 
to  the  iirft,  calls  fins  uncleanneffes  contrary  to  true 
holinefs:  but  in  regard  to  the  fecond  he  calls 
them  rejeSions  of  God^  that  is,  rebellions  againft 
his  fupreme  authority  :  doubtlefs  a  great  and  enor- 
mous crime,  and  worthy  of  the  moft  rigorous  pu- 
nifhment.  (6) 

For  this'  reafon,  (by  the  way)  we  rejeft  that 
frivolous  diftinftion,  which  the  fchoolmen  in  the 
church  of  Rome  have  invented,  of  venial  fins.  (7) 

It 


(6)  Sin  is  bad  in  its  nature^ 
ana  ii  is  alfo  an  offena  agaiuft 
the  infinilt  authority  of  GoJ% 
tnr  legijlater.  This  is  a  truly 
chriftian  obfcrvation,  and 
this  wa/  of  dating  iin»  in 
order  to  difcovcr  its  turpi- 
tude, and  to  dellroy  its  em- 
pire,  is  one  noble  advantage, 
which  a  chriftian  minilter 
pofleffes  above  a  ihcrc  moral 
philofopher.  The  philofb- 
pher  coniiders  lin  as  a  di  for- 
cer ing  of  the  eAabli(hed 
courfe  of  things,  as  hetero- 
geneous ami  incongruous. 
The  fcrrani  of  Chriit  adopts 
this  idea,  and  adds  another, 
which  makes  the  incongruity 
appear  horrible.  He  intro- 
duces a  legiilator,  reads  his 
Jaw,  explains  its  parity,  ex- 
hibits revealed  motives  of 
obeying  it,  cxpofcs  the  folly 
of  rcfxfting  Goi^  and  fo  pol- 
fciTes  the  foul  of  the  finner 
with  a  mod  wife  and  cordial 
^.vcrfion  to  fm,  along  with  a 
juft  and  affcftionate  obedi- 
ence to  God,  The  <writttn 
law  ia  a  fct  of  rrne  wwVi 


^i'Vin  fr^m  49i  fitepherd,  andt 
in  the  hand  of  a  wife  mmfter 
cf  publick  afftmhUts^  thefe 
words  ar$  as  goads,  and  ai 
nails  faftened.  Bed,  xii.  jo, 
II. 

(7)  Vmial  fins.  Our  au- 
thor rightly  calls  this  a  fri- 
volous diftindion  of  the 
fchools.  Thomas  Aquinas, 
and  his  followers  lay  down 
feven  idle  di(lin£lions  be- 
tween venial  and  mortal  fins. 
They  are  not  worth  repeat 
ing.  Our  divines .  unani- 
mou/ly  rejed  this  diilindioo. 
Baxter  confutes  Aquinas  by 
fourteen  arguments,  and  ex- 
plains th^  p^iTages  urged  bj 
the  papills.  i  John  v.  16,^  17. 
— James  i.  13,  14.  Thefam 
feems  to  be,  i.'All  fin  is 
mortal,  or  deferves  eternal 
death  in  its  own  native* 
2.  AH  fin  is  vtnialf  pardon- 
able,  remiifible,  on  repen- 
tance, Baxt*  Meih.  t^tJi 
Chrift,  par,  i,  caf,  15,  %, 
Jn  dcntur  pcccota  fua  natttrM 
n/enalia  ^ 
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It  h  moft  certain,  that  the  fmallefl:  fins,  whidi 
can  be  conunitted,  contain  in  them  that  rebellion^ 
of  which  we  fpeak,  fince,  however  fmall  the  of- 
fences niay  feem  confidcred  in  themfelves,  they 
are  always  violations  of  the  law  of  the  ineffable 
majefty  of  God,  who  forbids  thefn ;  and  this  vi- 
elation,  in  what  manner  foever  you  confider  it, 
muft  needs  deferve  death.  What  can  appear 
fmaller  confidcred  in  itfelf  than  the  fin  of  our  firlt 
parents?  Eating  a  fruit  agreeable  to  the  eyes  and 
tafte,  and  feemingly  defigned  by  nature  only  for 
the  nouriihment  of  animal  life,  was  that  fuch  a 
mighty  thing  ?  But  whatever  the  aftion  was,  con- 
fidcred in  itfelf,  it  was  forbidden^  nor  could  our 
firft  parents  do  it  without  oppofing  the  infinite 
majefty  of  their  creator,  who  had  faid  to  themj^^« 
Jball  not  eht  it :  they  could  not  do  this  without  re- 
fufing  that  obedience,  which  they  owed  to  God, 
nor  confequently  without  falling  into  that  which 
conftitutes  the  effencc  of  the  greatcft  of  all 
crimes.  (8) 

How 


The  following  rcflcdlions 
of  a  Roniiih  divine  are  to  the 
parpofe.  **  I  will  endeavour 
to  avoid  venial  fin— becaafe, 
how  venial  ibever  I  imagine 
it,  it  offends  God.— Becaufe 
liow  venial  foever  I  fuppofe 
it,  there  is  no  imaginable 
reaibn  for  allowing  it — be- 
caoie  I  can  never  enter  heaven 
with  it  —my  venial  iins  are 
€Xtttmt\y  imincrous  — they 
are  anended  with  dreadful 
ooni«qttences.-»The  remedy, 
O  my  God!  is  an  attach- 
ment not  only  to  thy  law: 
but  to  mU  the  prrftahn  of 


•thy  law."  Bourdahue  Serm^ 
torn.  XV.  rttraitCy  fecoit^jour. 

(8)  Adam  could  not  eat 
msithout  falling  into  *what  con* 
ftitvtts  the  rjfence  of  the  greateft 
crimes,  "  in  hac  lege  Adamo 
data  omni^  praecepta  condita 
recognofcimus,  qua:  poflca 
pullulaverunt  data  per  Moy- 
fen,  i.  e.  diliges  dominum 
tuum  de  toto  corde  tno,  et 
ex  tota  anlma  tua ;  et  diliges 
proximum  tibi  tanquam  te, 
&c.*'     tertull  adjudges. 

**  Quis    dubitabit    ipfum 

illud  Ada?  deli6lum  hairefin 

pronuntiaj-c»  quod  per  eiec- 

tioncm 
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How  needful  is  it  to  have  this  truth  condno^ 
ally  in  view,  that  we  may  not  deceive  ourfehes  as 
we  too  often  do !  1  do  not  know  how  it  comes  to 
pafs  :  but  when  we  jud^e  of  (ins  we  almoft  always 
confider  them  only  as  they  are  in  themfelves^ 
and  hence  in  general  they  appear  to  us  fmall  and 
trifling,  not  wqrthy  of  our  attention,  and  lef^  ftill 
of  our  repentance,  after  we  have  confimitted  them. 
Is  not  this  a  moft  lamentable  lelf-deception  ?  We 
do  not  remember,  that,  however  inconfiderable 
our  fins  may  be  in  themfelves,  they  are  always 
extremely  confiderable  in  regard  to  our  fupremc 
legiflator,  who  has  forbidden  them,  for  they  arc 
nothing  lefs  than  fo  many  rejections  of  die  bleffed 
God. 

4.  Re- 


tionem  fuae  potiiu  qoam  di-  ^ 
vinae  fenteocise  admifit,  nifi 
quod  Adam  nunquam  figulo 
fuo  dixit,  non  prudenter  de- 
finxifti  me :  confeflus  eft  fe- 
du6tionen)^  non  occultavit 
iedu6lricem :  ruMs  admodum 
htertiicus  fuit :  non  obaudut: 
non  tamen  blafphemavit  ere- 
atorem^  nee  reprehendic  auc- 
toreniy  quern  a  primordio  (iii 
bonum  et  optimum  inveoe- 
rat."  TertulL  adv.  Marciott, 
iii,  II.  cap.  2. 

That  fin  has  entered  into 
the  world  nobody  difaliow^. 
Alas !  who  does  not  feel  ir- 
regularities in  his  own  bo- 
fom?  That  it  entered  by  one 
fnan,  and  from  him  defcends 
to  all  his  poller ity,  as  the 
fcripturc  teaches,  we  have 
all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to 
believe :  but  how  to  recon- 
cile- this  with  the  divine  per- 


fections is  the  oveftion.  Take 
whick  fide  ot  tlie  qiu^liaii 
you  will,  believe  with  bam 
that  we  bring  oiir  propenfi. 
ties  to  iin  into  die  world  with 
us;  or  believe  with  others, 
that  we  catch  the  contagion 
here,  difficulties  there  are, 
and  difficuhiei  there  will  be 
on  either  iide.  The  fad  js 
andeniable,  I  am  a  finner,  I 
inquire  how  I  became  fo? 
and  how  a  gracioat  God 
could  foffer  fiich  a  miste* 
tune  to  befal  me?  Arc  my 
difficulties  all  Iblved  ^r 
proving  that  not  A4am,  hot 
a  carelefs  tutor,  a  loofe  com- 
panion, or  a  bad  neighbour 
corrupted  my  innoceBce?  Not 
in  the  leaH,  I  have  aa  mach 
to  fay  a^ainfl;  God  in  one 
view  as  in  the  other;  oay 
^e,  who  holds  o.riginal  fia, 
appears  to  me  the  moft  rea- 
fonable 
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4.  Remark  here,  I  intreat  you,  the  conduft  of 
S.  Paul.  He  does  not  tell  the  Theffalonians  of 
his  own  authority;  nor  does  he  cloath  himfclf 
with  fuperb  and  pompous  titlcs^  in  order  to  con-  ' 
ciliate  refpeft  to  his  perfon,  and  veneration  for  his 
dodtrinci  he  does  not  fpeak  to  them  concerning 
his  rapture  to  the  third  heaven,  nor  of  his  vifions. 


nor 


ibnable  many  for  he  fays, 
God  allowed  fin  to  enter  once 
by  one  man;  but  he  who 
denies  it  tells  me,  that  God 
does  this  ten  thoafand  times 
over  every  day,  and  that, 
though  parity  is  his  own 
imaae,  yet  he  faffers  thou- 
ianos  of  innocent  creatures 
to  be  rifled  of  it  every  hour. 
—I  (hall  be  forgiven  for  in- 
terrupting Mr.  Clande  a  few 
moments  Jonger,  while  his 
countryman  Saurin  gives  us 
a  ufeful  word  of  advice. 

**  It  is  a  maxim,  from 
which  a  divine  ought  never 
to  depart,  that,  though  we 
know  in  general  what  the 
attributes  of  God  are,  yet 
we  are  profoutidly  ignorant 
in  determining  their  fphere 
of  a£tion.  We  know  in  ge- 
neral that  God  is  free,  that 
he  is  jttft,  and  that  he  is  mer- 
ciful :  but  we  are  very  igno- 
rant in  determining  how  far 
thefc  perfeclions  ought  to  go, 
becaufe  their  infinity  abforbs 
our  capacity.  An  example 
will  make  this  plainer.  Sup- 
pofc  two  philofophcrs  fubfill- 
ing  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  and  difcoorfing 
together    upon  the  plan  of 

Vol.  U. 


the  world,  which  God  was 
about  to  create.  Suppofe  the 
firft  of  thefe  philofophers  had 
maintained  this  thefis.  God 
will  create  intelli.:ent  beings, 
he  could  if  he  pleafed^ com- 
municate fuch  knowledge  to 
them  as  would  necelTarily 
condud  them  to  the  chiefs 
good :  but  he  will  give  them, 
reafon,  which  by  their  abuie 
will  condud  them  from  igno- 
rance to  vice,  from  vice  to 
mifery.  Moreover,  God  is 
about  to  form  a  world,  where 
virtue  will  almoft  always  be 
in  fetters,  and  vice  upon  a 
throne,  tyrants  crowned,  and 
good  people  confounded. 
Suppofe  the  firft  of  our  phi- 
loiophers  had  maintained  this 
tbefis,  would  not  the  fecond 
haveremonftratcd  againftthis 
plan?  would  he  not  in  all 
appearance  have  had  reafon 
to  maintain,  that,  God  ber 
ing  full  of  goodnefs,  it  was 
impoilible  he  fhould  create 
men,  whofe  exiftence  would 
be  their  mifcry  ;  that,  being 
fupiemcly  h^ly,  it  was  not 
pofiibie  he  fhould  permit  fin 
to  enter  into  the  world  ?  yet, 
however  plaufible  the  reaffns 
of  this  philofophcr  might 
R  r  have 
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nor  of  his  miracles,  nor  of  his  labours,  nor  even 
of  the  perfecutions,  which  he  had  fuffered  for  re- 
ligion, although  all  thefe  ought  to  have  rendered 
Jiim  very  respectable  among  good  people.  (9) 
When  it  was  needful  to  exalt  the  grace  of  God 
to  him,  he  fpoke'of  his  raptures,  miracles,  and 
vifions;  and  when  it  was  needful  to  Ihew  the 
faithfulnefs  of  his  conduft  in  difcharsing  his  mi- 
nift'ry,  againft  the  bold  accufations  of  his  enemies, 

he 


Have  appeared,  the  event  has 
juiliiied  the  former.  It  is 
.certain,  God  has  created  this 
world  upon  his  plan,  and  it 
is  alfo  certain  there  is  no- 
thing in  this  world,  which 
clafhes  with  his  attributes, 
whatever  pains  we  are  at  to 
anfwer  objeflions.  It  is  our 
Jittlenefs,  they  are  the  nar- 
row limits  of  our  minds,  and 
the  immenfity  of  God  him^ 
felf,  which  prevent  our  fee- 
ing hbw  far  the  attributes  of 
God  can  go."  Saur./er./ur 
Ics  Uurm.  de  Venfer.  torn  ii. 

(9)  ^.  Paul  does  not  ejiahlijh 
bis  dpSrine  bf  praifini  him/etf. 
How  different  is  this  from 
the  conduct  of  thofe,  who  en- 
deavour to  lull  the  prefent 
age  afleep  by  fmging  the 
praifes  of  the  lad  ;  who  argue 
thus, — Cranmer  was  a  mar- 
tyr, -therefore  the  thirty- nine 
articles  mull  be  fubfcribed— 
Ridley  was  a  right  reverend 
fufferer  at  a  ftakf,  therefore 
you  mud  ling  te  D»:um — Bi- 
Ihop  Hooper  was  very  hum- 
.  ble  and  very  happy  in  the 
fire,  therefore  the  book  of 
homilies    contains  a  whole* 


fome  do6lrine,  and  fo  forth. 
Vain  pretences!  As  well  hum 
the  Britidi  ditty.  Saint  Da- 
vid was  a  holy  man :  and  a 
holy  man  was  he  -  -  -  And 

what    then?     Why 

Nothing. 

S.  Jude  reproves  this  pmc- 
tice,  ver.  16,  17.  T&eir  moath 
fpeaketb  great  f  welling  insris^ 
iaviag  men's  ptr/cns  in  admi- 
ration hecau/e  of  advantage: 
buty  belo-vedj  remember  je  the 
ivordsf  *wbich  nvere  fpoken  be- 
fore of  the  apoftles  of  oar  Lord 
Je/us  Chrift. 

What  think  we  of  thefe 
arguments  ?  **  Some  hcre- 
ticks  of  old,  and  Anabaptifts 
of  late,  have  looked  upon 
the  Canticles  only  as  an  ordi- 
nary love  fong,  yet  the 
PIOUS  in  all  ages  have  cf- 
teemcd  it  an  allegorical  dia- 
logue between  God  and  his 
church.''  Dr.  NiMls' (Am- 
ffientary  on  the  articles  of  the 
church  of  Eng'.  art.  vi. 

King  Edward's  forty-two 
articles  came  into  the  world 
with  this  title,  ««  Articles 
agreed  upon  by  the  bilhops, 
and  other  Lorned  and  gmd 
men 
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he  recounted  his  voyages,  labours,  and  perfccu- 
tions :  but.  when  he  had  a  law  to  impofe  upon 
men's  confciences,  or  a  doftrine  of  faith,  or  a  rule 
of  conduft  to  eftablifli,  he  introduced  it  only  with 
the  name  of  God.  Nothing  but  what  is  divine ; 
no  condderation  at  ail  of  man  is  mentioned  here; 
for  faith  and  confcience  acknowledge  no  authority 

but 


xnen  in  the  laft  convocation 
beld  at  London  in  the  year 
1552,  &c.     Dr.  Heylin  and 
Dr.  Attcrbary  affirm  that  the 
articles  were  really  drawn  up 
in  convocation t  as  the  title  im- 
ports.    Dr.  Heylin  reafons 
thus,     ««  Had  it  been  other- 
wiie»  King  Edward,   a  moft 
fioMs  and  r^/r^>«/ prince,  mull 
needs    be    looked    on    as  a 
wicked   and   lewd  impoftor, 
in  patting   fuch   a  horrible 
cheat  upon  all  his  fubjedls, 
by  fathering  thefe  articles  on 
the  convocation,  which  be- 
gat them  not,  nor  ever  gave 
confent  to  them."    £dvvard 
was  born  OAober  1538,  the 
articles   were  drawn   up  in 
15^1.    Is  it  imaginable,  this 
Moji  pious  and  rth'gious  child 
of  13  years  of  age  compiled 
the  articles,  wrote  the  title, 
or  had  any  thing  more  to  do 
than  fet  his  hand  to  a  paper 
offered  Mm  at  the  council 
table  ?  Bifhop  Barnet  affirms* 
the  title  is  a  forgery,    and 
brings  authentick  proof  from 
Cranmer's    own    confeffion, 
that  the  articles  were  drawn 
op  by  himfelf  and  Ridley, 
and  not  in  convocation.    Yet 
(bit  does  not  fatisfy,  the  old 


argument  drawn  from  the 
pietj  of  the  king  muft  be  re- 
peated, and  ftrcngthened  by 
adding — "  to  charge  fuch  a 
fhuffiing  trick  upon  a  pious 
prince  and  his  miniftry^  to 
whom  we  owe  the  benefits  of 
our  reformation,  and  upon 
the  moft  eminent  of  the  pro- 
teflant  clergy ^  many  of  which 
laid  do'wn  their  lives  for  our 
comni6n  religion,  is  a  degree 
of  incaution  one  would  not 
expedl  from  his  lordfhip's 
prudence.*^  But  why,  good 
Dr.  Nicholls,  do  you  charge 
Burnet  with  imprudence  and 
incaution  for  performing  the 
part  of  an  impartial  hillorian, 
by  detecting  the  fraud  of  the 
title  of  an  old  pamphlet  of 
our  anceftors  ?  O,  replies  he, 
**  to  expofe  their  imperfec- 
tions drikes  at  the  truth  of 
our  religion,  and  gives  occa- 
iion  to  our  common  adverfa* 
ries  to  blafpheme."  -  -  Ay ! 
there's  the  rub!  Nicholls 
uhi  fufru* 

S.  Paul  lather  /poke  of  his 
raptures  -  -  -  nor  of  Bis  ia» 
hours  ^  -^  nor  of  his  perfecu- 
tions.  He  difiiered  then  from 
fuch  preachers  as  repeat  in 
every  fermon  their  own  grei|^ 

R  r  2  doing« 
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but  that  of  God,  nor  obey  afty  voice  but  that  of 
the  common,  matter  of  all  creatures.  JVe  preach  not 
ourfelvesy  but  Cbriji  Jefus  the  Lord^  and  our/elves 
your  fervants^  fays  the  apoftle  clfcwhere.  Herein 
he  refembles  the  prophets,  who,  when  they  ad- 
vanced any  thing,  always  ufcd  this  preface,  *Tbus 

faith 


doings   and  fulFcrings.     AH 
may  be  true,  and  yet  nothing 
to  the  purpofe.     Some  very 
good  men  offend  grofsly  in 
this  point,  under  pretence  of 
preaching    their    own   esfpe^ 
rience.     We  love  an  experi- 
mental preacher,  a  man  who 
treats    of  heart- religion,    a 
man  who  h^s    adlually  felt 
the  pains  and   plcafares,  of 
which  he  fpeaks  to  others,  a 
man  who,  while  he  pre^che?, 
is   deeply  affefled   with   his 
fubjedly  and  feels  what  he  is 
faying;    we    are    provoked 
with  a  man,  who  difcovers 
DO  emodo.ns  when  he  treats 
of  thofe  parts   of  religion, 
which  interefl   human   paf- 
fions :   but   all  this  will  not 
fatis  fy  fome  preachers  ;  they 
muft  coldly  tell  us  in  winter 
how   warm    they   were  .laft 
Midfummer;  they  mud  in- 
forin    us    when    and    where 
they  were  converted,  and  on 
what    occafions    they    were 
comforted  with  fuch  and  fqch 
fweet   paflages  of  fcripturc; 
how  they  have  backflidden, 
^nd  how  they  have  been  re- 
ftored  ;  where  tKey  found  the 
^ext,     and    what    fuggefted 
their  ideas  under  it,  and  fo 
pn.    Whatever  motives  may 


induce  thefe  good  men  to  aie 
this  me(hod,  and  by  what- 
ever mifconftrued  pafll^es  of 
fcripture  they  may  feem  to 
juftify  the  pra&ice,  it  is  cer- 
tainly  attended  with  feveral 
glaring  improprieties,  i.  It 
IS  a  deviation  froni  the  corn- 
mi  ffion  ;  preach  the  ge/pcli^ 
the  precept :  but  this  is 
preadiing  felf. — 2.  Ft  is  with- 
out precedent,  ijut  f  reach  MP 
our/ehfis  :  but  Chrifi  Jtfus  thi 
Lwd.  1  Cor,  iv.  5.—- 3.  The 
minifter's  experience  thus  de- 
livered has  the  air  of  a /<!«/- 
ard  for  the  people^  and  (b  is 
apt  to  excite  m  fome  con- 
tempt,  and  in  others  unn€^- 
ceffary  fears. — ;4.  It  betrays 
great  imprudence^  not  to  fay 
rndenefu  Why  Ihould  a  man 
wantonly  lay  himfelf  under 
the  difficult  n^ceflity  of  fpeak- 
ing  of  himfelf,  of  all  fubjefti 
the  hardefl  in  the  world  for  a 
modeR  man  to  difcufs?— 
5.  It  adds  no  weight  to  or* 
gument ;  for  a  do^rine  is  not 
therefore  true^  becaufe  it  hath 
given  the  preacher  pleafare 
or  pain. — Finally,  It  excites 
unneceflary  ridicule  in  dif- 
affefied  hearer^,  and  expofes, 
not  unfrequcntly,  a  whole 
party  to  contempt. 
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faith  the  Lord.  With  this  view  our  apolllei  Ipedk- 
ing  of  himfelf  and  his  lafibciates,  fays,  we  have 
this  treafure  in  earthen  vejfels^  that  the  excellency  of 
f be  power  mojf  be  of  Gody  and  not  of  us.  {i) 

5.  But,  you  will  fay,  the  Theffalonians  had  re- 
ceived the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  particularly 
this  doftrine  of  the  neceffity  of  holincfs  from  the 
mouth  of  mail  only>  methinks,  they  could  there- 
fore 


(l)  Con/dinci  aclnowlejgis 
po  authority   hut  that  of  God, 
llAr.  Claude  treats  of  this  in- 
^erefting  fubjeft  at  large  in 
bis  defence  of  the  rrformationi 
and    eilablifhes    th^  propo- 
^ti6n   above  with  his  nfual 
ability    in    three     chapters. 
Chap.  vii.   is  thus  entitled, 
f  The  authority  of  the  pre- 
lates  of  the  latin  church  ought 
not  to  have  obliged  our  an« 
cefiors  to  yield  a  blind  obe- 
<iience  to  them,  nor  to  pre- 
vent an  exaniination  of  their 
^odrine   •        -  for  i.  The 
word  of  God  exprefly  forbids 
all  paftoral  domination,  Luke 
xxii.  25,  26.— I  Pet,  V.  3-— 
2  Cor.  i.  24. — Mat.  xxiii.  8, 
9,    .10. — 2.'  The     fcripture 
-commands    all    believers   to 
examine  for  themfelves,  Mat. 
xvii.  6,  12.— I  John  iv.  i.«— 
z  Cor.  iv.  2  — Gal.  i.  8,  &c. 
—3.  God  gave  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  to  all  the  people,  Deut. 
V.  i,  &c. — iv.  10.— vi.  6,  7, 
&c. — :Pfalm.  i.  2.— Rom.  i. 
7. — John  V.  39. — Afts  xvii. 

II." The  eighth  chapter 

proves  **  that  prelatical  au- 
thority-over confcience  is  the 
ixvoil  pernicious  maxim  in  the 


world  -  -  for  on  this  ground 
1 .  The  Jews  would  have  been 
right  in  retaining  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  elders  —^2.  God 
would   have  been  nnjuft  ia 
punifhing  the  whole  nation 
with  captivity  in  Babvlon.-— ' 
3.  The  Jews  would  have  done 
right  in  reje£Ung  and  cruci- 
fying Chrift.— 4.JefusChrift, 
his    apoftles,    and    difciples 
would  have  a^ed  unjuftly.-^ 
5,  The  pagans   would  have 
done  right  to  rejeft  the  gof* 
pel. — 6.    Sometimes    Arians 
would  have  been  right,  for 
in  fome  councils  they  were 
in  power;  and  at  other  timet 
oppofite  teachers  would  have 
been  right  for  the  fame  reafon. 
—  God    himfelf    frequently 
waives  his  authoritv  in  pro« 
poiing    truths,    and     leaves 
them    to    examination ;     ib . 
that    thefe    two    concluiions 
may  be  feparatcly  and  inde- 
pendently drawn.   This  doc- 
trine is  /rwr— This  dodlrine 
is  di'vine^  &c."     The  ninth 
chapter   examines,    and   re* 
fiites  all   the  pretended  rea- 
fons  brought  by  prelates  for 
the  fupport  of  their  ufurped 
authority,  and    the    author, 
having 
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fore  only  confider  it  as  the  dodrine  of  man,  ^nd 
confequently  that,  by  defpifing  it,  they  ran  no 
other  rifque  than  that  of  defpifing  a  man.  S.  Paut 
precludes  this  objeftion  in  the  laft  words  of  our 
text.  God  {faith  he)  has  alfo  given  unto  us  bis  boh 
Jpirit.  It  is  almoft  as  if  he  had  faid,  I  own,  1 
brought  this  gofpel  to  you,  but  I  was  not  the 
author  of  it;  I  am  only  a  fimple  inftrument,  a 
lecond  cauf^,  for  al},  that  I  have  preached  to  you, 
comes  from  the  Holy  Ghoft.  1%  was  he,  who  di- 
fefted  my  fteps  toward  you,  he  opened  my  moudi, 
and  he  formed  the  words,  which  I  have  fpoken 
to  you.  (2) 

This 


lisving  quoted  feveral  paf- 
fages  of  fcripture  in  defence 
ef  his  do6lrine,  concludes 
llius,  "  Were  the  members 
of  the  church  of  Roipe  ac-r 
cuilomed  to  read  the  hol]^ 
fcriptures,  they  would  meet 
with  a  thoufand  proofs  of 
this  truth :  but  moSi  of  our 
controverfics  originate  in  their 
negligence  of  this  divine 
book,  and  their  negligence 
of  the  book  proceeds  frqm 
their  exceffive  confidence  in 
their  guides.'* 

(2)  The  My  ghoji  formed 
the  ^words  'which  1  ba*ve  fpoken 
to  you.  The  pfalmill  gives 
the  higheft  charafters  of  the 
words  of  the  holy  ghoft  in 
thefc  propofitions. —  The  law 
of  the  Lord  is  perfea,  —The 
teilimony  of  the  Lord  isfure* 
— The  llatutcs  of  the  Lord 
are  right. — The  commandr 
ment  of  the  Lord  is  ture^^^ 
&c.  xix.  7,  8,  &c.  What  he 
elfewhere  fays  of  thunder 
inay  be  truly  applied  to  th^ 


written  word.  The  voice  of 
the  Lord  ispowerfult  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  is  ftdl  of  majifij^ 
xxix.  4.  How  nufmatched 
are  the  trite  additions  of  men^ 
when  joined  to  them  I  They 
are  the  fqueakings  of  a  puppet 
affeding  to  imitate  and  per* 
petuate  thunder.  If  there  be 
any  cafe,  in  which  it  is  un- 
lawful to  add^  or  take  away^ 
(Rev.  xxii.  |8,  19.)  it  mo< 
needs  be  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  two  Handing  or* 
dinances»  baptifm  and  the 
Lord's  fopper.  Jefus  Chrift 
ordained  th^  firft  to  be  admi- 
niflered  in  the  natrn  of  the  Fa* 
ther,  and  of  the  S0M9  a^d  ef 
the  holy  Qhoft^  Mat.  xxviii. 
19.  What  authoritjr  for  ad- 
ding, **  We  receive  thi^ 
child  into  the  congregation 
of  Chrill's  flock,  and.  do 
iign  him  with  the  £gn  of  the 
crofs,  &cf" 

A  certain  writer  objcftcd 

againft  the  epifcopal  church, 

!*J5hat 
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This  advances  the  truth  of  S.  Paul's  minlftry, 
and  gives  a  fupremc  authority  to  his  words ;  but 
it  no  way  exalts  his  perfon,  any  more  than  as  an 
interpreter,  whom  it  had  pleafed  God.to  choofej 
now  this  teaches  us, 

1.  That  the  apoftles  faid  nothing  of  thcmfelves; 
but  that  they  were  infpircd  by  the  holy  fpirit,  who 
fcnt  them, 

2.  That  they  .themfelves  knew  they  were  infpircd ;  . 
for  the  fame  fpirit,  who  fpoke  by  them,  gave  them  the 
knowledge  of  it,  not  indeed  by  fenfible  charaders  as 
he  did  the  prophets,  but  by  the  confideration  of  the 
majefty  and  fanftity  of  their  mcflage,  and  by  com- 
paring their  preaching  with  the  powers  of  nature, 
which  was  never  capable  of  forming  a  dodlrine  fo  ef«- 
fe£tual.  To  this  may  be  added,  that  S.  Paul,  who 
as  well  as  the  other  apoftles  having  received  his  mif- 
lion  immediately  from  Jefus  Chrift,  muft  rationally 
conclude,  that  he,who  had  conftituted  him  apoftle 
of  the  gentiles,  and  had  appointed  him  to  fo  great  a 
work  as  the  converfion  of  the  heathen,  had  not  rc- 
fufed  him  the  extraordinary  influence  of  his  grace* ' 

In  fine,  his   own  experience  muft  cafily  con- 
vince him  that  he  was  animated  with  the  fpirit  of 
Jefus  Chrift  In  a  degree,  which  rendered  his  doc- 
trine 

**  that  in  the  adminifbation  the  cup  to  each  communicant, 

of  the  communion  the  priefls  and,  when  he  delivered  it  to 

added  words  of  their  own  to  one,  to  fay — Dare  you  take 

the  words  of  Chris's  inftitu  this  ?*— to  another.  Take  this, 

tjon,  as  p'tfirvi  tby  body  and  and   love   Chrifl*s    miniilers 

foui  unto  t<uirlafting  life.     A  better — to  a  third,  Here,  uke 

prieft,    who   undertook    the  this,  and  leave  off  your  lying  , 

defence  of  his  praftice,  in-  — to  a  fourth,  Take  this,  ana 

formed  him — that  it  was  a  take  heed  the  devil  does  not 

lonely    praftice— that     there  enter  into  you."     Would  not 

was  no  Jbarm  in  it— and  that,  one  tjiink,  thefe  animals  were 

had  not  the  church  provided  retained    to    burlefque    reli- 

thefe  words,  fome  men  would  gion !      Barton's    Li.-urgj^    a 

»kwor/e»   One  uied  to  carry  divine /er^'icey  orj^n. 
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trine  infallible,  as  he  had  not  only  not  taught  any 
thing  foreign  from  the  true  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift; 
but  he  had  been  enabled  to  penetrate  all  its  myf- 
terics  in  a  wonderful  manner,  as  we  may  fee"  in 
his  epiftles-  This  is  the  tcftimony,  which  himfctf 
bears  in  this  epiftle.  Our  exhortation  (fays  he)  uas 
not  of  deceit^  nor  of  uncleannefs^  nor  in  guik^  ha  as 
we  were  alUmed  of  Gody  to  be  put  in  trufi  with  the 
gofpelj  even  fo  we  fpeaky  not  as  pleaftng  men^  but 
Gody  who  trietb  our  hearts.  And  this  was  what 
obliged  the  faithful  to  receive  the  word  with  an 
entire  obedience,  as  he  fays  in  another  place  in  this 
epiftle,  we  thank  God  without  ceajing^  becaufe  when 
je  received  the  word  of  God^  which  ye  heard  of  usy 
ye  received  ij  not  as  the  word  of  men^  but  as  it  is  in 
truth  the  word  of  God^  which  effeSiualbf  worketb 
alfo  in  you  that  believe. 

6.  Finally,  you  may  remark,  that  the  faith  of 
thefe  believers  was  produced  by  the  conjunftion 
of  two  fpirits,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  by 
one  and  the  fame  fpirit  working  in  two  places ; 
in  the  faculty  of  the  hearer,  this  we  call  the  interior 
fpirit  communicated  to  each  believer;  and  in  the 
miniftration  of  the  word^  this  we  call  the  exterior 
fpirit.  From  this  conjunftion  arifes  that  approba- 
tion or  confent,  which  we  give  to  the  myfterics 
of  grace,  and  that  perfuafion,  which  we  have  of 
their  truth.  (3) 

(3)  Tbi  holy  fpirit  tvoris  which  places  religion  in  fob- 
ixteriorly  in  the  *word,  and  in-  miffion  to  authority.  This 
teriorly  in  the  belie'ver^  that  is  deprives  us  of  fcriptuie,  the 
to  fay,  the  holy  fpirit  pro-  only  ruU  of  faith,  and  gives 
pofeth  truth  in  the  fcriptures,  us  inftead  of  it  a  human  creed: 
and  formeth  in  thofe,  who  and  it  renders  perfonal  con- 
believe,  diipofitions  to.  ad-  vidion  unneceiTary.  Obfervc 
mit  it.  1  his  do£lrine  is  ut.  the  following  moaltrous  pro- 
terly  incompatible  with  all  pofxtions. 
that    cccleiiailical    artifice,  ,  «'AI1 
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If  you  fuppofe,  that  the  fpirit  of  God  illuminates 
and  animates  the  facylty  of  man,  and  that  an  ob- 
jeft  purely  human,  or  one,  in  which  the  fpirit  of 
God  is  not,  is  applied,  th»s  conjunftion  can  only 
produce  refiftance  and  rejection,  inftead  of  per- 
fuafion ;  becaufc  the  fpirit  of  God,  which  is  in 
the  faculty,  and  the  fpirit  of  falfliood,  which  is  in 
the  miniftry,  can  never  unite.  For  this  reafon,  S. 
John  in  his  firft  epiftle  aflures  the  faithful,  that 

*they  ftiould  not  be  left  to  the  feduftions  of  falfe 
teachers, /(?r  (fays  he)  you  hdve  an  unSlion  from  the 
holy  one,  that  is  from  the  fpirit  of  God. 

If  on  the  other  hand  you  fuppofe  the  fpirit  of 
God  in  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  in  the  fa- 
culty or  underftanding  of  the  hearer  the  fpirit  of 
vanity,  and  the  fpirit  ef  the  world,  nothing  can 

^  be  produced  by  fuch  a  conjunAion  but  infidelity 

.  and 


*'  All  are  oblifi;ed  to  fub- 
mit  to  tU  ar;|^iy/fi/  conditions 
of  the  epifcopal  communion 
where  they  live,  if  impofed 
by  the  ecclefiailical  govern- 
ment thereof.  There  is  lefs 
fecority  of  falvation  to  be 
had  even  on  performance  of 
the  moral  conditions  of  fal- 
vation out  of  this  cpifcopal 
communion  than  in  it. 

«*  This  vifible  church,  to 
whofe  external  communion 
the  ordinary  means  of  falva- 
tion are  confined,  is  no  other 
than  the  epifcopal  commu- 
nion of  the  place  where  any 
one  lives,  whilfl  he  lives 
there. 

*'  No  other  mi niftcrs  have 
authority  of  adminiilring  the 
iacraments  but  only  they  who 

Vol.  IL 


receive  their  orders  in  tho 
epifcopal  communion." 

In  defence  of  thefe  abfurd 
propofitionsy  and  others  like 
them,  Dodwell  wrote  a  quarto 
book  of  6z7  pages,  entitled 
TJbe  finfulntjs  and  mi/cbief  of 
fcbi/m.  We  celebrate  the& 
men  for  their  learning:  but, 
in  the  name  of  all  that  is  fa- 
cred,  can  Latin  and  Greek 
fupply  the  place  of  common 
fenfe  ?  What  avail  his  fixing 
the  year,  in  which  Athen  an- 
goras wrote  his  apology  ;  the 
time  when  Clement  of  Rome 
died  ;  the  fenfe  of  the  word 
Atavus,  and  fo  on,  while  he 
is  robbing  God  of  his  ho- 
nour and  men  of  their  liberty? 

Ail  writers  of  this  fort  do 
but  difgttife  the  fafi,  and,  in 

S  f  com* 
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and  rebellion  kgainft:  the  gofpel;  for  the  realbii. 
before-mentioned)  becaufe  the  one  fpirit  being 
Jjeavenly,  and  the  other  earthly^  they  can  never 
unite  with  each  other ;  and  it  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  that 
S.  Paul  fays  to  the  Corinthians,  if  eur  gofpd  he 
hid,  if  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lop^  in  whom  the  Q^d 
of  this  world  bath  blinded  the  minds  of  them^  ^bitb 
believe  not.  - 

*   This  may  ferve  iot  zn  example  of  difcuiCog 
texts  by  obfervations ;  (4)  but  to  thefe  two  general 

ways 


comparifon  with  them,  Moun- 
tagae  is  an  ingenuous  oppo- 
nent. He  entitles  his  no£- 
trams  An  afptal  to  dtfar-^ 
drags  his  adverfaries  before 
his  mofi  gracious  and  dread 
fo^enign  king  Charles— gets 
White,  Dean  of  Carlifle,  to 
write  an  approbation—— 
"  concludes  with  the  viii. 
CANON,  and  leaves  the  exe« 
cution  to  autbority^\fhic)\  he 


hopes  will  not  be  ncglcfted." 
Chap,  xxxiv.  This  is  fpeak- 
ing  out :  the  reft  is  all  gri* 
mace.  Some  former  learned 
owner  of  this  learned  book 
has  learnedly  written  10  a 
blank  leaf  **  Amantlffiina 
amici  Richardos  Montacad 
DocTissiMA  viri.*'  Alas! 
we  dare  not  write  Lada 
againil  you :  but  we  remem- 
ber a  Roman,  who  faid— 


Laudarc  paratns 


Si  bene  rudavit,  fi  reborn  minxit  amicus. 


(4)  ExMmpli  (f  difctiffion. 
It  is  needlefs  to  recapitulate 
oar  author's  obfervations ; 
in  general,  we  may  venture 
to  affirm,  they  are  al)  perti- 
lient  and  edifying,  and  lead 
up  to  that  one  general  ohji^^ 
which  the  text  aims  to  ex- 
hibit. A  French  author  of 
excellent  tafle  remarks  ano« 
ther  fort  of  obfervations, 
which  he,  properly  enoucrh, 
arranges  under  the  article 
CONCETTI.  He  gives  us 
thefe  following  examples 
(rom  fermons  of  his  country* 


7«v«  Smt.  nL 

men.  "  John  xx.  4.  Jth 
did  outruir  Pfier,  mmd  camt  H 
tJbi /efntlcbn.  Obferve  bow 
young  perfons  hailen  to  the 
grave,  John  came  to  the  fe- 
pulchre  before  Peter.— Mat. 
vi.  27.  tFbicb  ofy^m  hy  taking 
t bought  can  add  oni^cmiit  uwt§ 
his  ftatun?  You,  woa?a» 
who  wear  pauens,  do  yoii 
mean  to  alFront  Jefus  Chrift 
by  adding  to  your  ftaturcl— 
The  human  heart 'is  triangu- 
lar, the  world  \%  globolar, 
how  can  the  world,  then, 
fatisfy  the  dcfires  of  va^, 
kindl 
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ways  of  difcuilion,  explication,  and  obfervation, 
there  may  be  added  two  more,  which  it  will  be- 
proper  fometimes  to  ufc :  thefe  I  proceed  to  men- 
tion, and  I  (ball  devote  to  each  a  feparate  chapter. 


kind?^In  Hebrew  the  fame 
word  fignifies  both  life  and 
deaths  one  point  only  diflin- 
gttilhes  it ;  alas !  there  is  but 
a  poilDt  between  the  birth  and 
death  of  men  I — Mat.  xxvi. 
23.  Hr  thai  dippeib  Jbis  band 
suitb  mi  in  tbi  dijht  the  fame 
Jball  bitra;  JM.     The  fall  of 

iudas  was  a  punifhment  for 
is  incivility  to  Jefus  Chriil. 
This  unmannerly  fervantpre- 
famed  to  dip  his  hand  in  the 
di(h  with  his  mafterl— Our 
Lord  fweated  great  drops  of 
)>lood  in  all  parts  of  hie 
body.  He  was  God;  God 
is  all  eye;  he  could,  there- 
fore, weep  and  fweat  no 
otherwife.*— >Jefus  was  iilent 
before  Herod,  becaufe  the 
lamb  always  lofes'his  voice 
at  the  fight  of  the  wolf.*— 
He  was  naked  on  the  crofs 
becaufe  be  had  fallen  into 
(he  hands  of  robbers— He 
cdipfed  the  fun,  and  would 


have  no  light  at  his  funeral, 
in  order  to  difcourage  the 
parade  of  flambeaus  at  a  bu- 
rial— He  lay  in  a  fepulchrc 
of  done  to  exprefs  his  abhor- 
rence of  luxury — He  pub- 
lifhed  his  refurreftion  firfl  to 
a  woman,  becaufe,  intending 
to  make  it  as  notorious  as 
pofTible,  he  knew  fhe  could 
not  keep  a  fecret :  but,  like 
all  her  fex,  would  publifh 
all  (he  knew  to  the  whole 
world.''  How  eafily  might 
we  pattern  all  thefe  among 
our  countrymen  :  but  we  will 
not.  Let  Prance  take  the 
glory  of  thefe  conceits!  La 
Man.  di^bim  pen/er  dans  les 
owvrages  fefprit,  Prem»  DiaK 
Obferve  thefe  words  of 
Tertullsan,  «*  Diabolus  tra- 
gcpdos  cothnmis  ex^ulit,  quia 
nemo  poteft  adjicere  cnbitum 
unum  ad  ftaturam  fuam,  men* 
dacem  facere  vult  Chriftum.*' 
De  Speffac,  cap.  xxiii. 
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CHAP.    VIL 

Of  Texts  to  be   difcufled  in  a  way  of 
continued  Application. 

WE  have  faid,  there  are  two  general  ways 
of  difcuffing  a  text,  that  ot  explication, 
and  that  of  obfcrvation.  Thefe  two  ways  of 
preacfiing  we  call  textuary^  becaufe,  in  effeft,  they 
keep  to  the  text  without  digreffion,  they  regard  it 
as  the  fubjeft-matter  of  the  whole  difcuffion,  or, 
if  you  pleafe,  as  the  field,  which  they  have  to  cul- 
tivate, or  to  reap:  but,  befide  thefe,  there  is  a 
third  way,  which  is,  without  explaining  or  making 
obferyations,  the  making  of  a  continual  application 
of  it,  and  the  reducing  of  it  immediately  to  prac- 
tice, (i) 

In 

(i)  Maii  a  continual afp>i'  jud  diflinflion  to  determine 

enihn  of  tbe  text.     The  ca-  thcpropriety  of  each  method- 

Eital  art  of  a  preacher  is  to  "  Applicatio  a  nonnullis  fo- 

riog    his    fubje£l   home   to  let   fubjici   fingulis  partibus 

the   Dofoms  of  his    hearers,  explicatis  :  ab  ali  s  totitextui 

Divines   take   different  me-  applicato.     Scd  hie  non  ell 

thods   of   doing  this ;  fome  valde    laborandum,    quomodo 

apply  as  they  go  on,  others  id  fiat,  modo  id  commode  fi^t, 

rcferve  the  application  to  the  Turn  enim  prajftat  doftrinas 

laft,    and  doxe   the    fermon  toto  texta  explicato  refervare, 

y^ith   it.     An  eminent  pro^  quando  partes  fere  ad  eundem 

feflbr  of  divinity  in  the  uni-  Jcopum  fpeSiant  ;  quia  alioqui 

v^rfity  of  I^ydea  makes  a  cadcm    res    repeti    videtur, 

Sed 
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In  this  manner  we  muft  principallf  manage 
texts  exhorting  to  holinefs,  and  repentaiioey  as  this 


Sed  Ji  fartts  txplicata  fint 
di'uerji  gffuriSf  turn  non  eft 
inutile,  prims  parti  expli- 
catae  nonnuUas  dodrinas  nib- 
jicer  y  ut  tsdio  auditor!  oc- 
curratur,  et  major  rerum  va* 
jrietas  in  textu  appareat»  qine 
Temper  facit  auaitores  atcen- 
tiores.  Interim  tamen  i/laj 
slo^rinas  convenit  aifinem  fir^ 
^are^  in  quibta  maximum  '9A^if 
nquiritur,  Anion  WaUei  Optra* 
Metbodus  formand.  Concion, 
ration,  tradtns,  torn.  ii.  p.  425. 

When  all  the  parts  of  a 
iermon  tend  to  eftablifh  ont 
point,  then  the  amplication 
ihould  be  referved  till  the 
clofe  :  but  when  each  part 
cftabliiheth  a  difftrem  article, 
then  each  (hould  be  applied, 
as  t}ie  preacher  goes  on. 

To  give  notice,  that  we 
are  going  to  apply,  is  faid  to 
be  ar.  improper  method  **  The 
ufual  method  is  vicious.  The 
preacher,  when  he  diftributes 
his  matter,  frequently  fays,^ 
I  (hall  explain  the  Aibjefl— 
then  ellablifli  it— and  clofe 
with  an  application,  or,  hav- 
ing difcufled  his  fubjedl,  he 
fays,  now  I  come  to  the  ap- 
plication. He  (hould  do  it 
without  faying  he  is  going  to 
do  it ;  and,  to  facilitate  this 
pnrt  of  his  work,  he  Ihould 
have  in  readinefs  various 
forms  of  tranfitiotty  and  by 
them  pafs  from  explaining 
aflid  amplifying  to  applyipg. 


In  a  moral  application  feme 
fuch  form  of  tranfition  as  this 
ihould    be    ofed— Brethren, 
God  not  only  fpoke  thus  to 
his  people  formerly,  he  fpeaks 
thus  to  us  alio  now— See  how 
he  chaftifed  DaVid,  he  wiU 
chaftife  you  alfo  in  a  like 
cafe — Thou  art  this  Abra- 
ham, this  David,  this  Jonali 
*— This  dodrine  is  eafy  t» 
hear :  but  how  hard  to  prac- 
tife! — I  have  been  exfAain- 
ing  my  text:    but,   Mlieve 
me,  the  beft  comment  is  a 
holy  life— Think,  I  befeech 
yott,    auditors  1     might   not 
this  be  a  moft  ofefiir  fsbjeft 
to  us?— O  that  there  were 
as  many  doers  of  this  com- 
mand as  there  are  hearers  of 
it  1-^ Examine,   finner!  doth 
not  this  admonition  belong 
to  thee  ? — ^Was  a  fubjed  fo 
important,    fo    Gomfertable» 
{o  terrible,  given  us  merely 
to    fpeculate,    think   ye?— 
How  well  is  this  fubjed  fitted 
to  inform  the  ignofant,  to 
comfort  the  diflre&d,  to  fiin- 
port  the  weak,  to  alaim  the 
carelefs !— Heavenly  Cither; 
enable  us  to  lay  thefe  things 
to  our  hearts !— Do  ye  beUevo 
this  dodrine,  brethren!  re- 
duce it  to  pradioe  dien— 
Without  fuch  truths  as  thefe* 
how  flionld  we  pafs  throngk 
life  ?  o?  what  mould  we  do 
at  death  ? — Let  us  blefi  God« 
who   by    his   prophet,    kit 
apoftle. 
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of  Zephaniah,  examine  your/elves  diUgentlyj  O  natioM 
not  dejirable ;  for,  inftead  of  explaining  the  terms— 
or  making  obfervations  on  the  ncceffity  of  the  ex- 
kortation— the  prophet  who  fpoke  it — the  Jews  to 

whom 


apoftle,  his  fen,  fent  us  fach 
infbnnationy  foch  encoarage* 
aent,  as  this,  &c.'*  Tranfi. 
dons  of  this  kind  aptly  con* 
aed  dodrinc  and  ufe,  and 
prefenre  all  the  fpirit  of  an 
application  without  the  form 
of  It.  Many  of  thefe  were 
itfed  by  Bacholtzer.  Vide 
Ktckerman,  Rbet.  lib.  u  x. 

Pagan  orators  nfed  con- 
<ejiment  as  an  artifice:  but 
cbriftian  minifters  may.  ob- 
iiervey  that  in  this,  as  in  many 
^her  cafes,  artifice  orieinated 
in  natare— --thaty  whatever 
were  the  roles,  and  motives 
of  heathen  rhetoricians,  it  is 
ibridly  true,  previous  infor- 
j&ation  of  intention  to  affeft 
puts  anditots  on  their  guard, 
and  ireqaently  precludes  the 
intended  effed.  Yet,  after 
all,  I  muft  confefs,  the  no* 
don  of  forprizing  people  into 
faith  and  obedience  doth  not 
feem  to  me  to  comport  well 
with  a  fyftem  of  truth  and 
arjgttment.  The  introduAion 
Of  application  by  tranfition 
is  beaatiful  becaufe  it  is  na- 
toral ;  and,  if  pagan  rheto- 
ricians make  a  rule, .  and  an 
art,  and  a  merit  of  convinc- 
ing and  perfuading  an  audi- 
ence without  apprising  them 
diat  they  intend  to  do  fo, 
they  make  a  great  noife  about 
•  •  •  Nothing. 


Some  preachers  have  cer- 
tainly abofed  application 
both  in  an  illiterate  and  hete- 
rodox manner.  •*  Will  ye 
have  Jefus  Chrift  ?  What  (ay 
ye  ?  Speak  now,  or  for  ever 
after  hold  your  peace !  Now 
or  never !  See  finnecs,  I  offer 
you  the  Lord  Je^us  Chrifi:, 
will  ye  accept  him  ?  Ah  poor 
Chrift!  Muft  he  go  a  beg- 
ging !  Out  ye  hard-hearted  I 
What  will  Chrift  fay,  when 
he  comes  to  judge  you  ?  I'll 
tell  yott  what  he^l  do.  He 
will  bind  yon  in  bundles  and 
barn  you.  He  will  fay.  Here 
is  a  bundle  of  drunkards^ 
and  there  is  a  bundle  of  liars. 
Take  them.  Devil!  Take 
them.  Devil!''  Thefe  are 
bad  phrafes  of  the  better  fort 
of  much  worf&.  I  fpare  the 
authors,  and  quote  nobody  r 
but  every  one  knows  where 
to  find  them. 

We  have  divines,  who, 
juftly  oftended  with  this  me- 
thod, go  into  the  other  ex-  * 
treme,  and  make  no  applica- 
non  at  all.  Mr.  Hufley's 
book,  entitled  God'*s  operationt 
of  grace  :  but  no  offers  of  grace  ^ 
IS  written  exprefsly  againft 
applications.  "  \V  here  doc- 
trines of  Chrift  have  been 
fpicd  out,  they  have  been 
prefcntly  murder*d,  or 
knock  t  down,  b/  ihooting 
(Vom 
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whom  it  is  addrcffcd — the  defcripcion  of  the  nation 
noi  deftrable — the  mercy  of  God  in  calling  theft 
finners  to  repentance,  &c.  the  whole  may  very  ufe- 
fuUy  be  turned  into  praftice,  and  we  may  enter 
upon  that  ferious  felf-examination,  which  the  pro- 
phet commands.  (2) 

The 


from  the  (lalking  horfc  of  ufi 
and  application*  Ah!  vile 
doings  among  foul-mardcr- 
'  ers !  and  text-murderers  !  who 
go  and  let  out  the  life  of  a 
text,  and  kill  it  upon  the 
fpot. "  Glory  of  Cbrijl.  Intro- 
duSt.  S.  31.  page  II. 

Mr,  Huflfey's  defign,  and 
that  of  other  divines,  who 
have  adopted  his  method, 
was  to  fecure  to  the  holy  fpi- 
lit  the  fole  glory  of  convert* 
ing  and  fandifyin^  the  fouls 
of  the  eleft:  but  other 
preachers,  who  ufe  fober  ap- 
plications, are  equally  zea- 
lous to  preferve  the  glory  to 
God;  and,  if  the  latter  may 
not  ufe  application  lefl  they 
ihould  rob  God  of  the  glory 
6i  fanaifying  the  heart,  ai- 
furcdly  the  former  may  not 
ufe  explicationy  left  they  (hould 
deprive  God  of  the  honour, 
of  enlightening  or  informing 
the  mind.  In  both,  the  means 
are  ours,  the  blefling  his. 
After  all,  fome  have  obferved 
thefe  dodlrinal  divines,  who 
affcft  to  difcharge  their  office 
fully  by  narrating  and  reafon- 
ing,  and  reject  perfuafion, 
ihould  net  forget,  that  rea- 
foning  is  perfuafion — and 
tliat  thev  themfelves  Hide  al- 


moft  as  often  as  any  men 
into  perfbnal  application,  ef- 
pecially  in  difcufling  certain 
favourite  points  of  divinity. 
This  remark  is  abnndindy 
verified  in  Mr.  Hufley*s  ma* 
nufcript  fermons,  a  hundred 
"of  which,  I  fuppofe,  I  have 
read ;  and,  I  think,  I  could 
exemplify  it  plentifully,  were 
it  necefiary,  from  printed  fer- 
mons of  others  of  hb  judg- 
ment on  the  article  of  appli- 
cation. 

(2)  Examimi  yonrfelvis^ 
Zeph.  ii.  I.  Our  tranflatioa 
has  ir.  Gather  your/elves  tegt- 
tber,  yea  gather  torether,  0 
nation  not  defireJ.  The  French 
is,  Epluchex  *vous,  fift,  or 
examine^  confider  with  attea- 
tion. 

tj^B^p*  rccollcgit,  excuflit, 
inquifivit  juxta  Kimchium 
proprie  eft,  flipulas  colligere, 
id  fit  accurata  fcrutatioDe, 
Jiinc  dicitur  de  qnalibet  dili- 
genti  inquifitione — excudte 
vos  ipfos  iterum  excatite. 
Buxtorf, 

Scruiamini  'uosip/oi^  etfcru* 
tantini.  Firfl,  examine  and 
reform  yourfelves,  thM  exa- 
mine and  reform  others.-* 
Examine,  again  and  agaia 
examine. 

0»S' 
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The  fame  may  be  faid  of  i  Cor.  xi.  it.  tit  A 

man  examine  bimfelfy  andfo  let  bith  eat  of  that  tn-eaH^ 
'and  drink  of  that  cup  %  for,  laying  afidc  all  thcold- 
gical  obfervacions,  you  may  actually  enter  upoti 
lelf  examination.  (3) 

thi» 


d  nation  not  ieifirid*  Noii 
kmabilis—— non   amata—- non 

deiiderabiiis.    Hitron Nttl- 

lias  pudoris'.  Gr^ir.— rThoa 
imbluQiing^  linlovely  nation, 
^enriched  with  mercies,  bat 
snfenfible  to  all. 

O  nation  mi  defiring,   .Po- 

{>u]os  non  volens  converd  ad 
egem.  Jonatbiui.'-^^on  oh* 
iftantibus  mandati5>  mdnitio- 
hibus,  promiffisy  et  minis, 
yel  nuilo,  vel  non  iatis  va- 
lido  deiiderio  moventur. 
idarckius^-^O  inrcnfiblc  na-^ 
don,  not  even  defiring  to  be 
reformed.    Cocceius. 

(3}  £nter  upon  examination* 
Of  this  kind  is  a  fermon  of 
Saurin,  preached  at  Rotter- 
dam on  new-year's  da^  1727, 
from  Pfalmxc.  iz.  So  uacb 
kr  to  number  our  (days  that  w 
inajf  affly  our  hearts  unto  'wif* 
dom.  He  begins  th'os,  "  Sj 
what  pHvilege  does  this 
church  nopri(h  fo  many  ra^zp-' 
bers  in  its  bofcon^  to  afiift  in 
the  foleronity  of  this  day, 
and  to  compofe  an  aitembly 
to  numerous  ?  By  what  pri- 
vilege are  yod  with  your  chil- 
\ifeii,  friends;  fellow-citizens  ? 
-—not  all-^for  the  mourning, 
Which  covers  jTome  of  you, 
iells  me,  death  has  taken 
Vol.  II. 


a^ay  one  part  the  lad  year^ 
&c."  '  Having  finiihed  hit 
exordium,  by  briefly  obferv* 
ing  the  relation  the  words  as 
a  pjrayer  of  Mofes  had  to  tB« 
Ifraelites,  and  by  addreiling 
a  Ihort  prayer  to  God  to  fuc* 
ceed  his  endeavours,  he  fays» 
''  Let  us  apply  this  to  odr 
life,^  which.  IS  fo  m\i^  like 
that,  which  the  Ifraelites 
paiTed  in  the  defert,  let  us 
nrft  reckon  our  days.  AvA 
2dly,  Attend  to  the  conclufi^ 
ons,which  wifdom  drawsfroia 
the  account"  Firft,  He  rec- 
kons thofe  days  wherein  we 
feel  neither  good  X^or  evil,  joy 
iior  forrbw,  and  in  which  we 
pra^ife  neither  vice,  nor 
virtue,  aiid  which  he  calU 
days  ofifanityf  thefe  he  num* 
bers  and  compares  with  days 
of  reality.  Secondly,  He 
numbers  our  days  oiadver- 
Jsiy  with  thofe  of  pro/ferity. 
Thirdly,  tte  compares  out- 
days  of  ^wearine/s,  and  difgufi^ 
with  oiir  days  ofy^r  and  plea-^ 
/ure.  Fourthly,  He  com- 
pares ihofe  devoted  to  the 
worlds  with  thofe  dedicated 
to  religion^  and  finally  reckons 
to  what  the  whole  amounts. 
<'  I  fuppofe,  fays  he,  the  de- 
votion of  this  day  ha^  col- 
T  t  leaed 
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This  manner,  well  and  wifely  difpofcd,  by  choof- 
ing  proper  occafions,  wiU  produce  (as  1  hate  elfe-^ 

where 


Uded  eighteen  hundred  pet-    thefe  eighteen  hundred  per« 
font  to  this  exercife^  I  redace    Tons  to  fix  clafles. 

The  firil  of  perfons  between  »o  and  20,  "SSo* 
The  fecond  •««-  betwqen  ao  and  30,— — 440W 
The  third  «-  between  30  and  40»-— — 345. 
The  fourth  -^  between  40  and  50»*-*-2SS' 
The  fifth  -^      between  Co  and  60,— — i6o. 

And  the  laft  of  thofe  of  60  years  ana  upwards  about   7a. 


According  to  the  reckoning 
of  fuch  as  purfue  thefe  inqui-* 
Hesy  each  of  thefe  claflea 
muft  furnifh  a  tribute  of  ten 
peribns  this  year  to  death, 
and  upon  this  principle  there 
mail  die  this  year  fixty  of 
my  hearers,  upon  'the  fame 
principle  in  ten  years  there 
will  remain  only  1270  of 
thefe  1800  perfons.  In  20 
years  there  will  remain  but 
S30.  In  30  only  480.  In 
40  but  230.  In  50  but  70." 
He  then  paftes  to  the  concln- 
fions,  which  wifdom  draws, 
and  maintains  the  applicato- 
ry  turn  to  the  end.  Tom.  x\u 
Jur  U  compti  det  jours. 

Of  this  kind  alfo  is  a  fer« 
fnon  of  Fenelon  on  true  and 
folid  piety.  The  text  is  Ifai. 
xxxviii  .15.  /  Jhall  go  foflly 
•II  mj  years  in  the  hitternefs 
9/  fnyJouU  He  begins  by 
obferving  how  ncceflary  it  is 
for  finners  to  make  an  exadl 
fcrutiny  of  their  fins,  that 
they  may  humble  themfejves 
before  God,  and  even  for 
the  greatcft  faints^  left  thetr 


1800. 

rety  graces  become  hurtful,cr 
the  means  of  infpiring  them 
with  pride,  prefomption,  and 
felf-complacence.  **  The  de- 
ceitful balances  of  the  world, 
adds  he,  which  the  fcripture 
calls  abomiaahU,  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe,  which  the 
jaflice  of  God  ufes  to  weigh 
our  adlions ;  let  us  not  con* 
tent  ourfelves  with  a  conduA 
outwardly  regular,  let  us  es- 
amine  whether  the  eflence  of 
piety  be  in  our  (entimeats, 
and  afiiont.  Let  us  make 
this  examination  in  regard 
to  God,  ourfelves,  and  onr 
neighbours.  Firft,.  Do  yon 
love  to  fuffer  for  Godf  Should 
you  believe  all  his  myflerieif 
your  facrifice  would  be  in- 
perfedl,  if  your  will  remained 
unmortified.  In  vain  yoo 
follow  Jefiis  Chrift,  nnlefs 
jrou  carry  the  croft  with  him, 
in  vain  you  hope  for  his 
glory,  and  kin^clom,  nnlefs 
you  partake  of  his  reproaches 
and  fufferings,  &c.  Second- 
ly, Are  you  difpofed  to  die 
to  be  ttniced  for  ever  to 
Chrift? 
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where  faid)  an  excellent  eflfeft :  but  always  remem- 
ber on  this  rule,  that  in  uHng  this  method  fonie- 
thing  fearching,  and  powerful  mufl;  be  faid,  or  it 
W€)uld  be  better  let  alone.  (4) 

Wc 


Chrift  ?  There  is  I  know  not 
what  (ecrec  infidelity  in  our 
hearts,  which  ftifles  all  theie 
ientiments.  Who,  to  fee  the 
pains  we  take  to  render  this 
life  long,  and  agreeable,  wlio 
woold  &Iieve,  we  expedl  ano- 
ther perfedly  happy,  and 
^ernal  ?  The  hope  of  feeing 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  amiable 
and  confolating  objed,  ice. 
Thirdly,  Are  we  glad  to  be 
tnployed  in  the  fervice  of 
God?  That  is  to  fay,  do  we 
feel  a  fincere  joy,  when  we 
pray,  and  meditate  in  his 
prefence  ?  Prayer  is  the  mea- 
forc  of  oar  love,  he,  that 
loves  mnch,  prays  much,  he, 
chat  loves  little,  prays  little, 
be,  whofe  heart  is  clofely 
united  to  God,  has  no  greater 
confolation  than  that  of  en- 
joyirig  the  prefence  .of  the 
obje^  he  loves,  &c.  4.  Are 
we  determined  to  give  our- 
felves  np  diAntereHedly  to 
God?  Do  we  regard  the  care 
of  his  providence  as  pur  beft 
refource  ?  Whence  is  it,  that 
fb  many  people  undertake 
od  works  without  fuccefb? 


It  is  becaufe  the^  undertake 
them  without  faith,  it  is  be- 
caufe they  do  not  renounce 
themfelves,  &c. 

Secondly,  Let  us  examine 
cur/ilves.  Firll,  Is  not  our 
zeal  imprudence  ?    2.  Is  not 


our  prudence  carnal  policy  ? 
Thirdly,  Is  not  our  oevotion 
the  effef^  of  our  humour? 
Fourthly,'  Is  not  our  charity 
amufement,  our  friendihips 
vain  and  irregular? 

Thirdly,  Let  us  exaroitte 
in  regard  to  our  neigbl$ur. 
Pirft,  The  Foundation  of 
peace  with  all  men  is  humi^* 
lity,  do  we  humble  ourfelves 
to  each-  other)  Secondly^ 
Do  we  perform  any  good 
works  for  one  another  ? 
Finally,  Can  you  fuffer  ?  If 
you  have  a  lively  faith,  and 
Urong  love,  the  world  will 
blame  and  tempt  you,  and  if 
poilible  prevent  your  enjoy- 
ing the  tranquillity  of  the 
ftate ;  friends  and  enemies 
will  appear  in  concert  to  aim 
at  the  ruin  of  your  pious  de- 
iigns,  the  vtry  people,  with 
whom  you  are  united  to  glo-^ 
rify  God,  will  in  a  manaef 
tempt  you,  different  humours 
and  prejudices  will  try  you» 
their  defeds  and  yours  will 
perpetually  jar,  unlefs,  &c.'* 
Oewures  fhilof.  tdm,  ii.  /•  437* 
edit.Amft.  1731. 

(4)  Application  produces  «f-» 
cellent  eJfeSls.  There  feem  to 
me  thret  eifentials  of  a  good 
applicatory  fermon.— i.  A 
feha  fuhjeQ  wifely  and  judi* 
ciouily  adapted  to  the  ilate 
of  the  hearers  addreiTed,--* 
Tt:5  a.  A 
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We  will  exemplify  one  of  the  tcxtt,  which 
rnay  be  difcufled  Vy  way  of  perpetual  application. 
Lee  us  take  St.  Paul's  words  to  the  Philippians, 
U^erk  out  your  awn  falvaiion^  with  fear  and  trembling. 
Begin  with  a  tender  exordium,  lamenting  the  con- 
dition of  niankind,  that  fo.few  know  the  truth} 
for  there  js  aln^qfl  an  infinity  (i^iP^^  ^^  whom  it 
is  not  preached,  who  are  left  in  the  thickeft  dark- 
nefs)  almoft  an  infinite  number,  to  whom  it  is 
preached,  who  corrupt  it  with  errors  and  fupcr- 
ftitions,  apd  who  almoft  never  hear  it  but  with  a 
confufed  mixture  of  falihoods  and  human  inven- 
tions \  almoft  an  infinite  number  of  fuch  as  know 
;t  clearly :  but  yet  negleft  it,  and  by  their  negli- 
gence preclude  ^he  admjrable  fruits^  which  it  ought 
•         *  '    '      '     ta 


2.  A  timpir  in  the  preacher* 
whilehedifcalTesit,  free  from 
anger^  and  fournefs,  and 
^ver/  other  bad  difpofition, 
and  breaking  out  all  alon^; 
With  the  difirufliott  to  as  to 
ffee  the  auditors  from  all  faf- 
picioo  of  malipe  or  collufion, 
Siod  to  overpower  them  wi(h 
4  full  perfuafion,  that  the 
tniniller  fince^ely  aim)  to 
promote  their  felicity.  To 
reprove  is  tp  break  a  bone, 
or  to  |ay  on  a  blifter,  and 
tender  fkill  is  elTential  to  thb 
operation.  |iow  many  jujft 
i'epi'oofs  have  }oft  all  their 
force  by  (h^  imprudence  of 
Jilm,  who  gave' them1— J, 
ji  confhrmitjt  9/  exterior  cir* 
cumfiances.  A  certain'  hegU* 
gence  of  drefs, 'a  certain  in- 
attention to  fly ie  and  methodi 
t^p  abfcacc  of  every  thing 


tending  to  divert  attentiodi 
and  the  prefence  of  wjutere^ 
tends. to  excite  it,  are  necef- 
fary  on  thefe  occaiipos.    A 
prodigions  fat  priell  in  a  cer- 
tain pari  (h,  on  a  fa(l  day  af- 
eended  the  pulpit  Hrith  a  good 
ferroon  and  an  honeft  beartg 
I  dare  fay ;  b^t  he  produced 
only  rjfibility  in  his  hearers 
tWough    innocent     exterior 
circi^mflance,  |iis  foul  feemed 
buried  alive  in  fat  many  a 
fathqtn    oeep,    his    moatk 
pointed  aboee  tbe  oppofite 
gallery^  his  eyt%  rolled  to* 
wards  the  cieiing,  when  forth 
from    collops  of   fat  came 
thefe  words, — «*  Coloffiaas— 
the  third — chapter,  and— the 
fifth  verfc— «ar/V/y  tberefrrt 
jour  membert — *w£icb     mre  ■ 
kfon  the  eartb'*  -  -  Oft  skfy/t 
oay  the  worthy  man  flioold 
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^  produce.  Maying  exprefled  aftonifhment  that 
(ofew  will  hefaved^  and  finally  having  fhewed  tb? 
true  caufes,  why  fo  few  apply  to  it  in  the  manner 
they  ought,  the  exordium  mufl:  be  finifhed  by  an 
oihortation  to  profit  by  this  time  of  our  caUin^^ 
and  not  when  we  go  out  of  the  world  to  have  to 
alk  oprfelyes  what  we  have  been  doing  in  it ;  and 
to  reproach  purfelves  with  havmg  abufed  the 
patience  and  mercy  of  God*  Lit  us  nqw  work  our 
fahation  with  fe(fr^  and  irmhUng^  &c»    This  cx^ 

'  prdium 


liave  read  prayers.  Ifdwr 
yioxxldi  he  have  ihooe  in  this 
part  of  the  litany ;  "  That 
it  may  pieafe  thee  to  give  and 
fTtittyt  to  our  uie  the  kindly 
traits  of  the  earth,  fo  as  in 
due  time  we  mxyenfty  them/' 
Bp.  Burnet  fays;  «<  Great 
jodgmeat  maft  be  ufed  to 
make  applications  fall  the 
heavieft;  and  lie  the  longeft 
on  fuch  particulars  as  may 
be  within  the  compafs  of  the 
auditory:  diredions concern- 
ing hi^  devotion  to  a  ftupid 
Ignorant  company,  or  of  ge- 
nerofityl  and  bounty,  t6  a 
very  poor  people;  againft 
pride  and  ambition  to  fuch 
Us  are  doll  and  low-minded, 
Bre  ill-fuited  and  fo  muft  have 
little  tSt€t  on  them. — ^The 
application  muft  be  clear  and 
Ihort,  very  weighty  and  free 
of  every  thing  that  looks  like 
the  affedations  of  wit,  and 
eloquence ;  here  the  preacher 
mull  be  all  heart  and  foul, 
defigning  the  good  of  his 
people.— If  he  is  maftcr  of 
j^loquence  he  is  to  employ  it 


aU  in  giving  femetimes  facl|  * 
tender  touches  as  may  foften^ 
abd  deeper  ga(hes  fuch  a$ 
may  awaken  his  hearers—* 
fuch  an  eloquence  as  makes 
the  hearers  look  grave,  an4 
as  itwere  out  of  countenance, 
is  the  propereft.  Paft.  care^ 
chap,  9* 

Adapting  the  matter  tQ 
the  apdience  atcourt  in  Harrjr 
the  yill.  days,  had  like  to 
have  conveyed  honeft  Lati- 
mer from  the  pulpit  to  the 
tower,  but  his  fimple  apologj 
faved  him.  **  I  had  been  a 
ytry  ^olt  to  have  preached 
fo^  at  the  borders  of  you^ 
realme,  as  I  preache  before 
your  grace.  I  never  thought 
myfelf  worthy,  nor  I  never 
fued  to  be  a  preacher  before 
your  grace,  out  I  was  called 
to  it,  and  would  be  willing 
if  you  mid  ike  me  to  give 
place  to  my  betters;  but  if 
your  grace  allowe  me  for  e 
preacher,  I  woulde  defire 
your  grace,  to  geve  me  leave 
to  difcharge  my  confcience.^ 
Latimtr's  /ermgnu 
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ordlutQ  muft  be  rendered  lively  and  agreeable,  and 
executed  fo  that  it  may  awsdcen  the  hearer>  and 
obtain  a  particular  attention.  (5) 

This 


(5)  Ih  apflUaiory  firmttSj 
J9U  Jhould  emleamour  to  obtain 
a  fartiiular  attenttOH,    Here, 
if  an/  wbere^  the  preacher 
ibouM  addref$  the  eyes,  and 
cars  of  his  auditors,  as  well 
as  their  reafon ;  for  to  hear 
ff«ths,  which  diredly  addrefs 
the  paflions,  delivered  in  a 
cold,  lifelefs,  unafieded  man- 
aer,  i»  enough  to  make  a  man 
mad.    Ahhe  Ewetitre  tells  us 
a  talt  not  foreign  from  the 
pnrpofe. .  **  A^entieman  at«» 
tended  a  certain  prince  one 
day  to  a  fermon.  The  prince 
aiked  him  at  his  return  what 
le  thought  of  the  preacher. 
Loth  to  lay  any  thing  to  the 
preacher's  difadvaatage,  and 
pot  being  able  in  confctence 
to  praife  him,   he  told  the 
prince,  that  his  attention  was 
diverted  from  the  pulpit  by 
the  behaviour  of  a  young  ec« 
defiaftick,  who,  ftanding  b^ 
9  pillar  near  bis  feat,  behaved 
like  a  raving  madman.     He 
wrung  his  hands — he  rolled 
his  eyes  to  heaven— he  (Ump- 
ed*— -he  exclaimed-^-O  /  Mow- 
^mr  Racine  /  —  O  /  Monfieur 
Jiae/nt/V/hzt  could  he  mean  ? 
faid  the  prince.     I  afked  him 
what  was  the  matter,  as  we 
came  out,  continued  the  gen- 
tleman, and  he  faid.  What 
fir!  did  you  never  JtearvC'hat 
happentd   to  Monfieur  Ra- 
fjinc'j  tragedy  of  Alexander, 


which  is  a  inilhed  piece? 
His  friends  had  all  afliired 
him,  it  was  an  excdlent  tra* 
gedv,  and  they  had  great 
rea&n  for  faying  lb.  Txtift- 
ing  to  their  judgment,  he 
gave  it  Moliere*s  company  to 
aa.  What  followed?  It  was 
damned  the  Brft  night.  Ra- 
cifie  was  extremely  cka^rioed 
at  this  difap^intment,  and 
reproached  his  friends  with 
either  want  of  judgment,  or 
fidelity.  O,  (aid  they,  th<^ 
tragedy  is  excellent:  bat 
Moliere's  company  excel  only 
io  comedy,  and  the^  fpoiled 
it  in  a^ing.  Give  it  to  the 
Burgundy- hotel,  ai^d,  you'll 
ice,  it  will  meet  with  ap- 
plaufe.  He  followed  theii 
advice,  and' the  piece  gained 
him  great  reputation.  Now, 
this  is  my  cafe,  i  compofed 
the  fermon  which  you  jnft 
now  heard*  In  the  opinion 
of  GomnoiiZenrs  it  is  a  finiflied 
piece.  Unhappily,  I  gave  it 
to  this  vile  executioner  to 
preach,  ,and  fee  what  efie&t 
it  produced  in  his  ungovem* 
ed  mouth !  where  he  fhould 
have  elevated  his  voice,  yoo 
could  hardly  hear  him;  and 
in  the  foft  and  tender  pans» 
where  he  Ihould  have  melted 
his  audience^  the  beaft  beU 
lowed  like  a  mad  bull.  Bat 
ril  play  Moniieur  Ractae 
with  himj  ril  take  my  fer^ 
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This  being  dotu^,  you  mull  obferve,  tbat,  wcip 
you  about  to  treat  of  tbefe  words  in  the  ordinaiy 
way,  you  could  not  fail  to  make  fevcral  refleftions 
on  the  doftrinea.  j.  On  thefc  terms  your  ownftd" 
vatioHj  which  are  very  weighty,  and  of  ^rcat  im- 
portance.-*-2.  On  St.  PauFs  command*  that  wr 
ihould  wcrk  it  aut^  on  which  you  would  have  manf 
things  to  fay,  and  finally  on  that  fear  and  trim- 
iUn^y  which  muft  accompany  our  labour,  formaof 
important  re|le£tions  would  alfo  arife  from  that — 
but,  you  may  add,  that,  laying  apart  all  dofbine^* 
which  ycry  often  fcrve  only  for  amufemcnt  through 
our  kvity,  your  defi^n  is  to  endeavour  to  enable 
your  auditors  to  do  what  St.  Paul  commands ;  and 
to  aflift  them  adually  to  labour  during  this  hour 
devoted  to  piety  to  work  out  th/ir  own  fahation 
with  that  fear  and  tftmbUng^  which  fo  gr«at  a 
work  demands.  (6) 

Hetc» 

non  from  him,  and  Pll  give  tion  Ihould  be  grave»  decent^ 

it  to  fomebody,  who  knows  free,  natural,  moderate  ani 

Jiow  to  pronounce  it.''   Fu-  fuitable,   without  diftortioi, 

retieriana^  /.  73,  conftraint,     or     affedation. 

One  of  our  writers  on  this  All  rules  of  preaching  are 

fubjed  obferves,  ''  There  are  reducible  to  four  heads.    It 

i*ojo  ixtreniis   in    the   *voice,  ^ould  be  plain^^fraQicid-^ 

The  one  is  a  drawling  duU  mcthsdical^-afe^iouati.** 

nefs^  which  (hews  unconcern-  ClanvlVs  EJfay  onprtac%^ 

cdnefsand  want  of  zeal.  The  ing^  fart  I. 

other    is    a   hoifttrous    noi/ty  (6)  Enable  your  auditor m 

which  argues  rudenefs,  and  nvork  But  their -own  falvathn, 

want  of  modeily   and  man-  This  way  of  preaching  has  of 

cers.  There  are  alfo  fwo  ex-  lat»  been  almdft  totally  latd^ 

tremes  in  aSii^n*   Some  a^e  alide   by  many  pious  mea^ 

mimi^alf  fantaftical,  and  vio-  under  a  miftaken  notion  of 

lent ;  this  is  rude  and  irre-  its  incongruity  with  the.doc- 

verent.     Others    Hand    like  trine  of  decrees.    I  will  noc 

images^  and  preach  without  venture  to  fay,  it  is  leoniifteAt 

any   motion  at  all;  this   is  with    thiir  notions  of    the 

fiupid  and  nnnatuxal*    Mo«  '  decrees  1  but  I  truft  I  may 
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iicTc^  becaufe  the  fubjeft  is  praflical^  zh^  oiiti 
yinovld  wiih  to  open  all  avenues  to  cohfcience,  and 
cffeftually  to  move  the  hearer,  it  would  riot  fc 
improper  (after  n)aking  a  kind  of  divifion  into 
three  parts,  the  firft  of  which  ihould  be  fomc  coli- 
^derations  On  cUr  awnfalvaiion.  SecOridly,  the  ads 
by  which  we  work  it  out.  And  laftly,  xhtfear  aid 
iremblingy  with  which  thefe  ads  are  accompaniedO 
to  put  tip  a  fhort  prayer  to  God  in  fortii  Ox  a  wiilj^ 
brief,  but  lively,  that  it  may  pleafe  him  to  blefi 
this  fermon,  and  to  give  us  all  neceflary  power  to 
enable  us  to  fet  about  the  work  of  our  lalvadon, 
that  it  may  be  much  foi^varded,  before  we  gaoUt 
of  the  affcmbly,  (7) 

Aftt* 


be  allowed  to  fay  withottt  of- 
jj^nce,  it  is  perfedUy  agree- 
able to  Ihtjcripture  doorine 
6f  decrees*  for  this  plain 
reiifon:  the  fame  fcripture, 
which  teaches  the  one,  ex- 
emplifies th^  other ;  and  he, 
who  from  all  eternity  fore- 
faw,  and  fore-ordained  (which 
when  we  fpeak  of  Cod  is  the 
fame  thing.)  what  would  1^ 
the  end  of  all  things,  for- 
mally declares,  that,  «/  bi 
U'UiSi  bf  defifttb  net  the  death 
9f  ti  Jinner:  hut  had  rather 
that  he  Jhould  turn  andli*ve. 
For  this  purpofe  he  orders 
his  minifters  to  bid  to  the 
jaarriage  as  many  as  theyjind^ 
and  even  compel  them  to  come 
19,  that  his  hou/e  maj  be  filled. 
It  would  become  minifters 
to  do  all  his  commands  nuith- 
0ut  murmuring  and  nuithout 
difputln^f  to  leave  to  God 
the  harmonizing  of  his  word. 


its  wdl  as  of  his  works  of 
nature,  and  moral  govern- 
ment: and,  if  ad^  objeddr 
demand  confiftency,  to  hj^ 
I  knpov  theMeffias  cemutht  91A0 
is  called  Chrift^  and  when  hi 
comes  he  will  tell  us  all  thiligu 

(7)  tt  is  net  iirif refer  i$ 
flit  nf  a  fieri  fritter  to  Gei. 
Some  preachers  d6  this  coiw 
ftantly,  others  only  dn  par- 
ticular occaiions.  Foreigil 
preachers  afibrd  mzhy  beaii- 
tiful  patterns.  Here  follow 
a  few. 

Domihus  Deus  adfit  nobii 
fpiritu  fuo  !  Condi  I.  Di* 
doQ*  Fecconis. 

Deus,  pater  omnis  confo- 
lationis,  laigiatur  nobis  vi- 
Vificam  fpem  omnis  coofola- 
tionis,  faciat  que  ot  corda 
noftra  valde  exfultent^  et 
clan^ant,  ad  ejus  gloriani,et 
noftri  omnium  ialutem ! 

CencieL  Cenfetateriii 
Adit 
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After  this  preparation,  the  firft  thing  you  may, 
fey^  which  I  befecch  you  to  meditate  on,  is,  that 
God  has  had  fo  much  compaffion  for  us  as  to  pre- 
pare a  fahatiim.  We  were  his  enemies,  and  he 
has  mercifully  propofed  reconciliation.     We  were 

deady 


Adiit  Dobis  Jeliova  fpiritu 
fuo  fanflo,  ec  hanc  gratiam 
nobis  largiatnr^  ut  banc  par-> 
tern  iblide  expliceinus,  et 
dodlrinamy-qusB  ex  eaeraanat, 
obfervefDus  ad  com  mod  um 
Boftrum.  Amen.  Con.  11. 
Dibortateria. 

The   biihop  of  Bellai  ia 
France  uied  to  fay,    "  Two 
things  furprized  him,  the  one, 
that   the  Roman  Cadiolics, 
who  fay  the  bibl^  is  a. very 
obicure  book,  (b  feldom  ex- 
plain   it  in    their  fermons ; 
and  the  other,  that  the  pro- 
teflantSy  who  alfirm  it  is  as 
clear  as  the  day,  ihould  do 
nothing    but   explain  it   in 
tfccir  churches,"     This  re- 
mark is  not  altogether  im- 
proper;   in    fomc    reformed 
churches,  as  well  as  in  the 
popiih  church,   fermons  are 
aJmoil  ibnt  out  to  make  room 
for  long  liturgies,  and   the 
defence  of  them  takes  up  the 
remaining  fbort  time,    that 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
explication  of  the  oracles  of 
God.     In  fome  other  com- 
maoities,  long  and  perpetual 
preaching    almoft    excludes 
prayer.     This    is   notorious 
in  the  laft  prayer,  which  is 
generally    too     ihort:     bat 
which    might    b«    rendered 
•     Vol.  II. 


very  edifying,  were  the 
preacher  to  recapitulate  and 
pray  over  the  chief  heads  q« 
his  fermon.  See  Bibliot.  anu 
H  mod*  torn.  xiv.  1720. 

Oar  preachers  fay  often  in 
their  fermons — May  God 
biefs  this  word  to  our  tdx^' 
cation  ! — Lord !  write  th\t 
truth  on  our  hearts  l^-BIeiTed 
fpirit  fanAify  our  attention  ! 
— O  thou,  who  knoweft  our 
infuificiency,  afTift  us  we  be- 
feech  thee !  &c.  &c.  &c. 

'^Superftition  (fays  Voltaire) 
is  to  religion  what  aftrology 
is  to  aftronomy,  a  very  fooliih 
daughter  of  a  vtiy  wife  mo- 
ther; 4hefe  two  daughters, 
adds   he,  have  a  long  time 
enilaved  the  whole  world.** 
True  :  but  in  avoiding  fuper* 
ftition  let  as   take  care  of 
atheifm.  Oar  anceftors  (eem* 
ed  to  think  themfelves  in  an 
enchanted  world,  and  one  of 
our  graved  hiilortans  at  tht 
Reformation   attributes    the 
lofs  of  an  Englifh  fleet  in  a 
florm  to  the  necromanctrs  tf 
ikiFrtncht  kynge\  and  hence 
thofe  numerous  exorcifms  in 
religious  worihip,  wherein  it 
was  hard  to  fay  whether  God 
or  the  devil  were  invoked. 
The  reformation  awoke  men 
as  out  of  a4reani,  who,  per- 
U  tt  ceiviog 
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dead,  and  he  has  prepared  a  refurreftion  for  os. 
We  were  plunged  into  an  abyfs  of  mifcry,  and  he 
has  kindly  Itretched  out  his  hand  from  on  high  to 
help  us.  Salvation  confifts  in  benefits  inexprcffi- 
ble,  of  immenfe  value,  which  we  caiinot  fufficiently 
efteem  -,  for  they  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  worth 
of  the  blood  of  Jcfus  Chrilt  who  merited  them. 

This 


C^iving  how  they  had  been 
impofed  on,  thought  they 
teuld  never  get  far  enough- 
from  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftition»  till,  not  knowing 
where  to  ftop,  we  are  fallen 
hito  downright  infidelity  and 
ifreligion.  Compare  our 
wodlrrn  Englifh  hiilorians 
with  Rolliuy  and  other  fo- 
reign writers  on  this  head, 
«nd  it  will  foon  appear,  that 
infidelity  is  our  fafhionablo 
crime,  and  that  the  late  Mr. 
Hervey  complained  but  too 
juilly,  that  io  fuch  a  voyage 
as  Lord  Anfon's  fb  many  fine 
opportunities  were  \ofk  of  ac- 
knowledging the  mighty  God 
io  the  ^reat  deep.  This  is  a 
fingle  inftance:  but  it  is  a 
true  fpeclgien  of  the  whole. 
Whatever  hiilorians,  or  phi« 
lofophers  may  do,  leaft  of  all, 
furely,  can  divines  avoid y^/- 
iing  th$  Lord  al'-ways  be/ore 
\  uff  particularly  in  the  pul- 
pit. Is  it  not  an  article  of 
our  faith,  that  'mitbout  him 
nvi  can  do  nothing?  Our  au- 
thor would  inculcate  this, 
and  well  knowing  that, 
prayer  before  fermon  being 
ended 9  the  people  would  dif- 
pcnfe  with  divine  helpwhile 


they  liftened  to  the  preachn*! 
at  leaft  they  would  not  retain 
a  fenfe  of  its  ntcejjhy  on  their 
minds,  directs  to  a  ihort  pe- 
tition here,  and  he  has  the 
fandion  of  able  preachers  to 
confirm  the  rule.  Here  fol- 
low examples.  **  The  dcfccnt 
of  the  fpirit  is  the  myftcry  of 
which  1  am  to  fpeak  to  day: 
but  as  we  cannot  fee  light 
without  light,  fo  neither  cai 
we  fpeak  of  the  fpirit  of  God 
without  the  fuccours  of  the 
fame  fpirit.  Without  hia 
every  heart  is  in  tradable, 
every  word  unfruitful,  wilh- 
o«t  him  every  preacher 
preaches  in  vain ;  withoot 
him  every  hearer  is  infenfi- 
ble  to  the  truth,  even  though 
he  hear  it,  let  us  then  ad- 
drefs  our  prayers  together  to 
him,  &c."  Flfchier/tr.  torn. 
iu  ptnucote, 

**  In  vain  we  form  the  wife 
deiign  of  redacming  future 
time,  if  we  have  not  time  to 
execute  it.  O  God!  our 
timgs  are  in  thy  hand^  thou 
needeft  only  fay  to  thefe 
mortals.  Return  ye  font  of 
men,  and  all  thefe  bodies 
now  alive  and  in  motion 
will  become  carcafes  withoac 
motion^ 
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This  blood,  which  has  acquired  them  for  us,  is 
of  all  things  in  the  world  the  moft  facred  and  va- 
luable, and  yet  the  moft  mournful  and  afFefting. 
Enter  then,  I  inrreat  you,  with  me  into  this  me* 
dilation.     Whence  is  it,  we  take  fo  little  pains 
about  that,  which  is  fo  very  important  to  us  ?  Sal- 
vation prefents  itfelf  every  day  to  us  as  a  rich  trea- 
fiire^  coming  from  the  bofom  of  eternal  mercy,  as 
the   divine  and  incomparable  production  of  the 
blocJy  death  of  the  Son  of  God.     It  is  a  v^ffel, 
which  prefents  itfelf  to  us  in  this   ad  (hipwreck, 
that  we  have  made.     Yet  we  do  not  think  about 
it,  and  when  we  refleft  on  the  little  attention,  that 

we 


noclony  and  without  life,  and 
aU  our  defigns  will  be  un- 
fuccefsful.  Lea\re  us  only  to 
our  own  vanity,  and  the  va- 
pour of  our  life  will  diffipate, 
and  Ipfe  itfelf  In  the  air.  Suf- 
pend  thine  order  great  God 
in  favour  of  this  alTembly  of 
penitents !  preferve  this  va- 
pour a  little  louger!  grant 
^ach  of  us  a  little  more  time, 
that  we  may  recover  what 
we  have  loll !  O  grant  wc 
may  think  on  our  nuays  amln^ 
turn  to  thy  teflimonies.  Amen.** 
Saur^  ferm,  on  rtdemption  of 
time^  torn,  viii. 

"  My  brethren,  let  usfeek 
the  prefence  of  God  with  all 
the  application,  let  us  de- 
mand it  with  all  the  ardour, 
of  which  we  are  capable. 
Let  us  fay  to  our  Jefus  as 
once  his  difciples  did.  Lord 
Abide  nuitb  us^  for  it  is  to- 
nvards  e'ueningt  and  the  day 
isfarfpent!  6od  grant  this 
prayer  may  be  heard.  Amen!'' 


Zaur.  ferm.  on  the  prefence  of 
Gody  torn,  vii. 

'*  Thou  great  God!  God 
of  love!  blefs  extraordinarily 
this  holy  work  !  root  out  of 
our  hearts  this  hue  of  the 
'woridf  which  is  enmity  againfl 
thee!  grant  us  grace  tofeek 
firfi  the  kingdom  ofGody  and 
bis  righteoufnefs^  and  deign 
at  length,  according  to  thy 
promife,  to  add  all  other 
things  unto  us.  Amen  V*  Su^ 
per  vi  lie  J  torn.  i.  /er,  6. 

Thus  Ma(?iIlon  in  his  (tr* 
mon  on  the  ambition  of  the 
clergy^  after  the  exordium^ 
•«  May  it  pleafe  Jefus  Chri(l» 
my  brethren,  that  truths  fo 
important,  may  fall  upon 
teachable  and  prepared 
hearts!" — Again,  on  the%fe 
of  church  revenues,  after  the 
di'vifouf  •*  (t  remains,  O  my 
God,  only  with  thee  to  blefs 
thefeinHrudions,  and  to  give 
ears  to  thofe  that  hear  me.'^ 
Tom,  i,  confir. 
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wc  have  hitherto  paid  to  the  voice  of  God,  who 
bath  fo  often  fpoken  to  us,  we  are  aftoniftied  to  find 
ourfclvc$  under  fuch  extreme  ftupidity.  (8) 

That 


Indeed,  there  is  hardly  a 
French  fermon  to  be  found 
without  this  ncceifary  part. 
A  part  fo  reafonable  that,  it 
is  faid,  Pericles  never  fpokc 
in  public  at  Athens  till  he 
bad  prayed  the  gods  to  dir^ft 
him, 

(8)  Our  author  diTcovers 
creat  ability  in  difcufling  this 
lijbjeft  in  the  applicatory 
method.  It  is  extremely  dc- 
}icate  and  difHcult. —  i,  He 
inakcs  a  judiciou^s  choice  of 
tcpickst  all  true,  indilputable 
lind  of  allowed  importance.-— 
2'  He  felcdls  that  part  of 
each*  topick,  which  is  bed 
adapted  to  his  purpofe,  not 
aiming  to  fay  all  that  could 
be  laid  :  but  only  what  fuitcd 
liis  prefcnt  particular  view. 
— 3.  He  makes  each  article 
jixc]tt\  into  a  (hiking  point 
0^  view  by  icntrajl, — 4..  He 
^  iupplts  and  foftei.s  the  audi- 
tor by  a  /fffrtVr  mode  of  cxpreh 
jfon.^^ln  all  he  appears  a 
.  ,pi2j[ter  ef  ajievihiies  fajievhig 
rails  in  a  Jure  place^  J  aMude 
;o  Kcci.  xii.  11. 

Firft,  The  topick  here  is 
faivaiicny  the  imp  rtant  wi(h 
of  "every  human  foul. 

Secondly,  Salvation  is  con- 
fidcred  as  fprirging  from 
^i^/Yj— -flowing  through  me- 
fiiatorial  LUq^^^h^  bringing 
along  with  it  an  ocean  of  rich 
4f(wfu{  parts  Qjily  pf  the  tOr 


pick :  but  parts  highly  adapt- 
ed to  touch  the  heart, 

Thirdly,  The  mercy  of 
God  is  contrafted  with  our 
«//^r^— the  agonies  of  Chrift 
fet  againll  our  infenf.*dity 
—the  henefiis  propofed 
attain  11  damage ^  danger ^  ind 
death*  All  this  is  heighteo- 
ed  with  the  beautiful  imagi 
of  a  fill p wrecked  mariner  in- 
^  at  te  n  tive  to  a  fri  c n  d  1  y  vcffcl  . 
coming  on  purpofe  to  fevc 
him,  a  veffel  freighted  with 
treafures  for  him  infiniicly 
exceeding  all  he  had  loft. 

Fourthly,  All  is  foftencd 
with  melting  phrafe — Mcdif 
late,  I  hcjeecb  you — God  «/y-  \ 
ci fully  propofes  falvation-^ 
he  kindly  Jiretcheth  tut  hi* 
hand — Salvation  comes  from 
the  hojlm  of  mercy,  &c.  tVc. 
Thefe  are  *'  apes  in  tenero 
Claudii  ore  dukes  favos  po- 
ncnies  "  I  allude  (p  tuc 
fable  of  Plato's  bees. 

The  human  palHons  re 
fource^  of  eloquence,  and  no 
minifter  can  poflibly  excelin 
this  part  of  pulpit  eloqiicncii 
unleis  his  own  affeclions  be 
thoroughly  moved.  The 
chriftian  pallor*  of  all  iceu 
in  the  world,  Ihouldhaveao 
afFeftionate  heart.  When 
he  preaches  thus,  it  is  the 
Ihepherd  in  fearch  of  hi* 
ftrayed  (beep,  the  father  in 
,  purfuit  of  his  loll  ch^d.    li 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    34*   ) 

That  we  may  the  better  perceive  the  importance 
of  this  falvation,  and  the  necellity  of  attaching 
ourfclves  to  it,  methinks,  we  need  only  turn  our 
eyes  a  little  to  the  miferable  ftate  of  thofe,  who 
negleft  it  during  the  whole  courfe  of  their  lives, 
and  at  length  go  out  of  the  world  without  having 
at  all  employed  themfclves  about  it-  ^  Behold !  I 
befeeoh  you,  what  a  great  number  of  unbelieving 
and  profane  finners  there  are  in  the  world !  Would 
you  choofe  to  be  of  their  number  ?  One  is  a 
giddy  young  creature,  whofe  head  is  full  of  no^ 
thing  but  pranks,  and  miilakes.  Another  is  aa 
old  mifer,  who  has  filled  his  houfe  with  extortions 
and  iniquities.  A  third  is  a  proud  and  cruel  wretch^ 
who  delights  and  glories  in  violence  and  blood  like 
a  wild  beaft.  A  fourth  is  a  fly  hypocrite,  who 
never  appears  in  the  world  unmaflced,  who  never 
goes  out  but  to  fet  fnares,  nor  ever  ftirs  but  to  de- 
ceive the  fimple,  a  notorious  impoftor,  who  thinks  . 
only  1k)W  he  may  impofe  on  the  whole  world.  Ano- 
ther is  a  filthy  epicure,  always  drowned  in  wine,  or 
immcrfcd  in  fenfual  pleafures,  a  fwine  whofe  foul 
is  buried  in  flefli,  and  who  thinks  of  nothing  but 
how  to  invent  new  pleafures.  (9) 

How 

it  poffible  for  flatues  to  diC^  able  images.     Scripture  and 

charge  this  part  of  ncceffary  profane^vriters  exemplify  the 

duty  !  As  well  might  a  m^r-  method.  In  general,  vve  mly 

ble  parent  fupply  the  place  previoufly    obferve,   on    the 

of  a  real  one.  one  hand^  that  piu-ity  and 

(9)  j^  fraud  and  cruel  man  (implicity  of  manners  arege- 

'  '  is  a  fwild  heaft — an  efi-  nerally  accompanied  with  a 

(ure  -   'ha  fwine.       Our  blunt,  rough,  rank  fpeech ; 

author's  aim  is  to  excite  ha-  and,  gn  the,  other,  that  de- 

tred  of  fm,  pride,  intempe-  pravity  of  manners  generally 

ranee,  and   fo  on.     To   do  hides  itfelf  under  an  afFe£ted 

thi5,  laying  aUde  a  falfe  fi-  refinement  and  delicacy   of 

n1cal    delicacy,    he    expofes  llyle.       The    old     prophet^ 

yi^e  to  vie\y  .u^dcr  difagree-  fpoke  bluntly :  bqt  they  were 
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How  many  abyf&s  has  vice  opened  to  ingulpft 
mankind  !  Into  how  many  Ihapes  does  it  transform 
itlelf  to  furprize  and  deftroy  them  !  Sometimes  it 
appears  under  the  beautiful  vail  of  riches  and  gran- 
deurs. 


very  hojjr.  Modern  courtiers 
/peak  refencdly  :  but  they 
are  behind  the  curtain  ex- 
tremely vicious.  Here  and 
there  indeed  a  bold  libertine 
is  an  exception  to  this  rule. 

S.  Jade  calls  the  wicked 
hirtf  leaftsj  verfc  lo.  2  Pet. 
ii.  12. — S.  Pekr  refcmbles  a 
backflider  to  a  dog  turning 
again  to  bis  otva  *vomit ;  a 
fifiy  that  nvas  ivaj/bed'waileijtf'' 
iffg  iff  the  mire,  2  Pet.  ii.  22. 
— The  Lord  likens  the  luke- 
warm to  an  emetic,  and  faysy 
I  'will  fyue  thee  out  of  my 
mwtb*  Rev.  iii.  16.— The 
prophet  likens  the  jews  to  a 
l^razen»  fcolding,  proditute. 


a  xncer  billingfgate,  Thon 
dofi  the  ivork  of  an  imperii 
eus  ^vkmrifi  'woman,  iizek. 
xvi.  30. — He  compares  nati- 
onal iubfidies  to  the  gffts  of 
a  rake  to  his  jniftreis,  verfc 
33. — All  nafty  images  cx- 
preffive  of  a  filthy  people, 
whofe  vices  rendered  them 
objeds  of  general  abhor- 
rence. 

In  this  view,  we  do  not 
wholly  approve  of  Ariftotle's 
rule.  He  fays,  Tropes  (hoaid 
be  taken  from  ^reeahle 
things,  {fibet,  iii.  2,  4)  Nor 
can  we  with  the  archbifliop 
of  Cambray  wholly  rejed  tk!( 
propriety  of  Horace^s  line* 


Profcrlpti  r^gis  Rupili  pus  atque  vcnenum. 


For,  at  this  rate,  unjuft  ac- 
tions, and  odious  perfons 
could  never  be  expo  fed  by 
imagery,  agreeable  images 
cannot  colour  difagrecable 
objeds,  and  to  be  denied 
the  ufe  of  the  htcer  would 
deprive  an  orator  of  one 
nican  of  perfuafion.  How- 
vver,  we  allow  the  rule  in 
|renera1,and  think  great  cau- 
tion neceffary  in  the  agree- 
able ufe  of  difagreeablQ 
images. 

If  it  be  neceffary  after  fcrip- 
ture  to  add  human  authority, 
the  following  may  be  fub- 
joined,    *«  §in  vile  fit  argu'^ 


mint  urn  et  fervile,  mitapbone 
quoque  tales  crunt,  veluti 
fterquilinium  publicum  pro  fi)r- 
dido  lenone — Laberias  vetu- 
lam  impudicam  et  morofam 
vocavit  grunnientem  fcrofaa^ 
•— I^ucius  pomponius  ftuhum 
quendam  comicum  irridens 
vocat  comicum  eomnd^iUmf 
hoc  eft  dignum,  in  quem 
canes  meiant/*  Eman,  Tbe^ 
faur,  orat*  de  metafb.  caf% 
viii. 

**  Qui  in  ftatuas  mortao- 
rum  faeviunt  fimiles  funt  r«* 
nibusy    qui  faxum   roordcox» 
Apn  illum>  qui  projecii.** 
Plat^.  Rep.  V. 
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deurs>  Ibmetimes  under  the  agreeable  charnis  of 
fenfual  pleafures,  fometimes  under  the  juftice  of 
fupporting  one's  own  interefts  and  fatiating  a  juft 
revenge,  fometimes  under  the  reafons  we  have  to 
envy  another's  profperity,  fometimes  under  the 
idea  of  the  joy  of  fucceeding  in  a  lawful  enterprize, 
or  under  an  idea  of  the  Ihame  of  not  fucceeding 
in  what  we  have  undertaken.  In  fhort,  fin  is  a 
Proteus  changing  itfelf  into  a  thoufand  Ihapes,  or» 
if  you  will,  a  ferpent  twifting  itfelf  a  thoufand 
ways  to  Aide  into  men's  hearts,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  thinking  about  their  falvation.  ( i ) 

Moreover,  if  you  caft  your  eyes  on  this  part  of 
the  world,  which  appears  the  moft  civilized  and 
refined,  you  will  fee  people  fo  immerfed  in  an  al- 
moft  infinite  number  or  occupations  perpetually 
employing  them,  that  there  does  not  remain  a 
moment  to  think  of  the  moft  important  matters. 
Some  are  wrapt  up  in  the  ftudy  of  human  fai- 
ences, and  others  in  worldly  employments-  Each 
gives  himfelf  up  entirely,  and  none  remembers 
chat  piety  and  the  fear  of  God  ought  to  be  a 

pro- 


*•  Plebs  eft  fimiiis  naufean' 
0ibus,  qui  alimenca  fua  eji- 
ciunt."     Demofthenes, 

**  Poefis  eft  Umilb /ormitju-' 
njtniliy  nam  ii  hxc  dtfloruit^ 
ctifta  numeram  amiiity  utra- 
quc  caret  gratia,"  Demo/- 
ibenet* 

**  Oratorca  nutricibus  funt 
fimlles,  qus  cibos  ipfae  de- 
vorant,  /ali'va  autem  pucros 
inufiguat.*'  Democrat es  apud 
Arift.  Rbet,  iii.  4. 

Sec  how  Cicero  defcribes 
Anthony  the  younger,  who 
had  got  fo  drunk  at  the  wed- 
ding of  Hippks  ai  to  vomit 


next  day  in  open  court.  C/V. 
Phil  2. 

( I )  Zin  difguifes  and  'varies 
it/elf,  Man  cannot,  it  is  al- 
lowed, pifrfue  evil  under  the 
idea  of  evil :  he  purfues  ic 
under  the  notion  of  good. 
Hence  deception  is  eftential 
to  the  empire  of  fin.  This 
is  carried  on  various  ways—* 
as  by  giving  vices  the  names 
of  virtues — by  propofing  fin- 
ful  purfuits  partially y  &c«&c. 
It  is  glorious  to  religion  to 
require  nothing  but  expofurc 
to  reoooimend  it. 
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pcofdCion  common  to  them  all.  Piety  dott  hOt 
ninder  lawful  employments  :  but  it  rcftrains  thcnfi 
within  proper  bounds,  that  itfclf  may  not  be  hin- 
dered hy  them.  (2) 

To  thefc  confiderations  you  may  add  another 
which  more  immediately  regards  good  people,  that 
36,  the  finall  number  of  bdicvers,  who  in  a  manner 
are  feparated  from  the  world  to  fervc  God,  It  is 
certain,  that,  at  what  diftance  foever  we  are  re- 
moved from  the  world,  and  it's  vanities,  we  have 
yet  too  much  communication  with  worldly  things, 
on  which  account  we  fkould  look  upon  our  falva- 
tion  as  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  torn  from  us. 
We  are,  I  grant,  feparated  from  the  worldly  by 

the 


(2)  Piefy  d»fs  mt  binder 
law  fid  employ  ments*  This  «r-' 
tick  ihould  be  thoroughly 
Inculcated  among  young 
people  under  firft  religious 
imprelGons.  When  the  light 
of  religion  firH  breaks  in 
upon  a  benighted  foul,  it 
difcovers  fo  many  great  and 
glorious  objedtsy  that  a  little 
human  mind  is  apt  to  be 
abforbed  in  them.  It  is  the 
fame  u  ndcr  great  did  re  fs,  and 
in  high  enjoyments. — My 
heart  is  /mitten  Jh^  that  I 
forget  to  eat  my  bread,  Pfal, 
cii.  4. — The  difciples  had  for^ 
gotten  to  take  bread*  Mat. 
xvi.  5,  The  ivoman  left  her 
nvater-poti  and  ivent  h,  r  ^ivay, 
John  iv.  28. — Hey  that  *was 
healed^  *wift  not  tvho  it  w«/. 
John  V.  13. — Jo/epb  and  his 
mother  knew  not  of  it,  Luke 
ii.  43'. — /,  Daniel^  njuas  mourn* 
ing  three  full  nveehs,  1  ate 
no  fleafant  brtadj  &c.  Dan. 
X,  23., 


Yonnp  people  fiionM  ht 
exhorted  to  excd  an  their  ie> 
veral  profeffions,  religion  is 
honoured  by  it,  and  an  old 
calumny  is  wiped  off.  Pha^ 
raoh/aidf  Te  are  /V/*,  ye  are 
idUt  therefore  ye  fay  ^  Let  us  go 
and  do  facrifice  t9  the  Lord* 
Exod.  V.  17. — The  king  faii% 
Te,  Mofes  and  Aaron^  hinder 
the  peofh  from  their  nvoris* 
T.  4.  S.  Paul  exhorts  to  what 
we  recommend,  Titus  iii.  S* 
14.  See  page  u,  of  this  vo- 
lume. For  this  reafon  fome 
of  us  preach  ledlures  in  vil- 
lages on  week-days  at  Eve  in 
the  morning,  before  poor 
people  go  to  work,  and  at 
fcvea  in  the  evening,  after 
they  have  done,  and  induf- 
trions  people  find  leifure  to 
attend  them:  bat  unlefs  they 
excel  in  bufinefs  all  day, 
we  cannot  bid  fla&dcrers  de- 
fiance. 
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the  profeflion  of  the  gofpel :  but  do  we  not  yet 
live  in  a  commerce  with  them  in  civil  life  ?  and 
are  we  not  confequently  always  expofed  to  the 
inQuetice  of  their  bad  examples,  and  to  the  falfe 
Ifaame  of  feeing  ourfelves  oppofio?  in  fentimencs, 
maxims,  and  cuftoms  to  the  re&  x)f  mankind  ?  are 
we  not  expofed  to  the  flattering  baits  of  their  prcA 
miles,  the  violence  of  their  threatnings,  the  de- 
luflon  of  their  fophifms  and  artifices,  and  in  one 
word  to  an  infinite  number  of  temptations  arifing 
from  them  ?  (3) 

Were  we,  through  thefe  temptations,  prevailed 
on  to  lay  afide  the  work  of  our  falvation  for  a  time, 
or  to  labour  but  negligently  at  it,  our  lofs  would 
be  inevitable.  You  cannot  but  iee  how  neceifary 
it  is  never  to  difcontinue  the  work  we  have  un- 
dertaken, never  to  relax,  but  rather  to  bold  faft 
"vobaf  we  have  received  till  the  Lord  comes.  Salva- 
tion can  never  be  obtained  unlefs  we  ftrive  againft 

the 


(3)  Wi  an  in  dangir  from 
forUly  .ionne^ions.  Cafaifls 
will  diflinguilh  thofe  con- 
neflioRs  with  bad  meiiy  which 
arc  neeeffatyt  from  others, 
which  arc  arlntrary^  depend- 
ing folely  on  the  will  of  the 
chriilian.  Of  the  firft  fort 
are,  j.  All  natural  connexi- 
ons with  parents,  brethren, 
fillers,  children,  and  fo  on. 
2.  All  ci^vil  connexions  for 
government,  trade,  literature, 
and  fo  on.  Thefe  connec- 
tions are  not  finful :  but  they 
may  be  productive  of  much 
An  through  our  imprudence. 
Arbitrary  connexions  are  fin- 
ful in  therofelves,  they  lie 
i>ut  of  the  path  of  duty,  and 

Vol.  II, 


they  generally  produce  great 
mifery  and  fcandal.  S.  Paul 
preferred  the  company  of  a 
bad  man,  who  did  not  pro- 
fefs  to  be  religious,  t>efore 
that  of  a  loofe  living  profeiFor 
of  chriilianity.  I  *wrote  unto 
you  not  to  company  •with  for^^ 
nica/oTJ,  Ttt  not  altogotbtr 
luith  tbi  fornicators  of  this 
loorldi  or  *witb  the  covetous f  or 
extortioners^  or  with  idolaters  ; 
for  then  muft  ye  needs  go  out 
of  the  ivorld.  But  now  1  have 
nwitten  unto  you  not  to  keep  com-* 
panji  if  any  many  that  is  calU 
ed  a  brother^  be  a  fornicator^ 
i^c.  I  Cor*  V.  9,  lo,  II.  See 
a  critique  on  ihis  veife,  vol.  i, 
p.  145. 
Xx 
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the  dream  of  the  world.  We  muft  not  onlf  make 
fomc  efforts ;  but  we  muft  make  them  perpetually; 
for,  if  we  fufpend  or  diminifli  our  efforts  ever  fo 
little,  it  will  be  impoflTible  for  us  not  to  be  carried 
away.  Sin  will  gain  ground  by  the  leaft  negli* 
gence,  and  confiderably  remove  us  from  the  end 
we  propofe.  It  is  not  in  this  fpiritual  work  as  it 
is  in  temporal  concerns  ;  we  may  lay  afide  the  lat- 
ter for' a  time  without  fuffering  any  damage:  but 
as  to  our  falvttion,  it  is  certain,  the  leaft  inteir- 
ruption  is  capable  of  retarding  it,  and  two  days  of 
fufpenfion  will  ruin  more  than  9  thoufand  well- 
ipent  days  can  advance.  (4} 

Aim 


(4)  SahvaitM  nquiru  cm* 
tinual  efforts.  Our  Lord's 
language  is  vory  remarkable, 
Luke  xiii.  24.  Strive  toin- 
Or  in  at  thtftraitgatt,  hyta^ 
vi^i^i*  Erafxnus  renders  it 
X^iffrtf/f—- Vatablus  has  it 
Certate^Lucis  Brugenfis  pa- 
raphrafes  it>  Enitimini  omni- 
tus  viribtts.  The  word  h 
certainly  very  expreffive, 
equal  to  our  £ngli(h  phrafe 
firain  ivery  nerves  or,  without 
a' figure,  tamefily  employ  all 
your  ponvers  to  obtain  eternal 
happinefs. 

Our  divines  generally 
make  two  praAical  remarks 
on  thefe  words.  x.  The 
words  are  an  avfnutr  to  a 
queftion.  One  faid^  Lord, 
are  there  few f  that  hefatjed? 
To  this  curious  ufelefs 
quefUon  the  Lord  replies, 
S^i^ve  to  enter ^  and  fb  on  ;  as 
if  jie  had  faid.  Do  not  inquire 
^nccrning  abftrufe  and  ufe- 


lefs fubjeds;  bat  employ 
your  time  and  attention  to 
(ecure  your  own  falvation. 
2.  The  words  preve,  that, 
be  the  fecret  purpoTe  of  God 
what  it  may,  there  is  nothing 
in  it  to  excufe  indolence,  or 
todifcourage  diligence.  Do 
you  afk.  Are  there  few  thai  hi 
favedP  I  have  faid,  Strait  it 
the  gattt  and  narrono  is  the 
fwayf  nvhich  leadeth  onto  life, 
andfe-w  there  he  that  find  it^ 
Mat.  vii.  14.  but  there  is  do> 
thing  in  this  doctrine  incon- 
iiftent  with  ftriving :  on  tht 
the  contrary,  it  enforces  the 
utmoft  diligence. 

The  fcripture  ufeth  a  great 
number  of  ftrong,  fignincant 
terms,  fully  expreffi ve  of  the 
greatell  attention.  Striate  ■ 
lahour'^run'^-'wreftU-^fybit'^ 
give  diligence  to  make  your 
calling  and  cleftioa  fait.  9 
Pet«  u  10. 
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After  all,  fay  you,  what  intercft  have  we  in  thia 
falvation  ?  and  why  muft  we  quit  all  things  to  ap- 
ply ourfelves  to  this  with  fo  much  diligcncCj  and 
earneftnefs  ?  My  brethren,  to  judge  rightly  of  the 
intereft:  you  have  in  it,  I  intreat  you  to  confider 
fome  few  truths,  which  are  not  unknown  to  you,- 
although   perhaps  they  have  never  made  all  the 
impremon  on  you,  which  they  ought  to  halve  made. 
Remember,  then,  you  muft  die,  this  neceflity  is  im- 
pofed  on  us  all,  in  fo  inviolable  a  manner,  that  no 
man  can  poffibly  exempt  himfelf.  Remember»  God 
has  hid  from  you,  under  an  impenetrable  vail  the 
hour  of  your  death,  and  all  that  you  can  know 
i$,  that  your  life  will  be  fhort,  and  that  there  does 
not  pafs  one  fingle  moment,  in  which  ypur  death 
inay  not  happen.     You  are  always  in  danger,  and 
always  liable  to  fome  dreadful  accident*     Remem- 
ber, immediately  after  your  death,  you  muft  be ' 
obliged  to  appear  and  anfwer  for  the^  deeds  done  in 
the  body  before  the  tribunal  of  God ;  for,  as  God 
is  the  governor  of  the  univerfe,  and  you  are  not 
only  one  of  his  creatures,  but  one  of  his  reafon- 
able  creatures,  for  whom  he  has  made  laws,  and 
prefcribed  the  bounds  and  meafures  of  their  duty, 
he  muft  neceffarily  be  your  judge,  (5) 

As, 

(5)  RemembeTf  you  muft  die.  this  fubjeft  may  be  famili- 

Saurin  fomewhere  fays,   he  arized   tiU  it  has  no  force, 

chofe  to  introduce  death  into  Sicknefs  and  death   do   noc* 

every  fermon,  as  that  fubjei^,  appear  to  phyficians  and  fol* 

which   was   bed  adapted  to  diersas  they  do  to  other  men, 

affeft   the  hearers,    ancT   to  whofe  profeflio'bs  never  throve 

render  them  tenacious  of  rcr  them  in  the  way  of  the  dying 

ligious  impreffions.     Moftof  or  the  dead.     On  this,  then, 

our  mafters  in  Ifrael  do  fo,  as  well  asonathoofandother  , 

efpeciaUy  in   their  applica-  articles,  prudence  muft  guide  ' 

tions,  and  good  effefls  are  the  preacher ;  nvi/dcm  is  fre^ 

generally    produced.     It  is  JitabU  to  dir$a.    Eccl.  x.  10. 

|iot  impoffible,  however,  that  Oar  author's  trai^fition  from 

X?^  a  4cat}i 
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As,  then,  death  is  inevitable,  fo  is  judgment 
but  alas!  what  judgment !  a  judgment  fo  terrible 
that  St.  Peter  rcafons  in  this  manner.  If  the  rt^ 
U9US  fcarcely  hefaved  where  Jhall  the  wicked  and  tph 
godfy  appear  f  (6)     A  judgment  fo  dreadful,  that 
fmners  will  cry  to  the  mouniains^  Fall  m  usy  and  to 
the  billst  Cover  us^   hide  us  from  the  face  of  the 
lambj  for  the  dof  of  his  wrath  is  come.    A  judg- 
ment fo  exaft  that  all  our  thoughts  and  all  our 
words,  all  the  principles  and  emotions  of  our  con* 
fciences,  all  the  fecrets  of  our  hearts,  our  connec* 
tions,  ways,  ends,  artifices,  crimes,  in  general  all 
that  belong  to  us  (hall  be  difcovered  before  the 
eyes,  and  under  the  hands  of  our  judge,  nor  can 
any  thing  efcape  the  light  of  his  eyes,  or  the  trial 

of 


death  to  jadraent  is  nataral 
and  beaattfur,  and  his  choice 
of  thefe  plain,  eafy  articles 
in  an  apflicjton  difcourfe 
if  agreeable  to  the  nature  of 
it;  for  iiere  the  preacher 
fhould  feled  clear,  allowed 
truths,  which  require  little 
or  no  exercife  of  judgment 
in  the  auditor.  The  heart 
is  to  be  impreiTed,  and  the 
mind  muft  be  relieved  from 
fufpcnfe,  and  engaged  by 
evidence  to  affcft  the  heart, 
•*  In  applicationc  neceflaria 
eft  ingenii  vis  et  celeritas, 
qux  duas  res,  qua?  videntur 
remotae  et  diilentaneasy  con- 
ciliat ;  et  porro  requiritur 
fingularis  in  vocibus  et  com- 
paracionibus  perfpicuit^^s,  u^ 
auditor  fine  labore  veritatem 
Ct  rerum  convenientiam  ag- 
pofcat/*  Eman.  The/aur,  de 
#r/«  QT^t*  Metafb*  DfcefthniSf 


(6)  If  tbi  riihitpus  Jcartdf 
te  favid,  I  Pet.  iv.  iS.   Our 

author  v^ry  properly  applies 
this  pafTage  to  zfuian  ftate* 
at  the  happinefs  of  which  the 
righteous  arrive  with  difi* 
culty,  through  the  variooi 
afflidionsy  perfecutions,  and 
temptations,  that  lie  in  the 
way:  hut  the  words  feem 
literally  to  belong  to  the  then 
pnftnt  (late  of  the  chHrcb» 
when  S.  Peter  wrote.  We 
fubmit  the  four  foUowijig 
reafons  to  confideration.  i. 
The  cpiAle  was  written  be- 
fore the  deflrudUon  of  Jeru* 
fs^lem'y  and  the  writer  adverts 
much  to  that  expected  event, 
».  The  preceding  y^iit,  fays, 
thi  time  is  come  that  judgment 
mufl  bf^ii  ^t  the  houfi  tf 
Godj  that  is  to  fay,  national 
calamities  rouft  overwhelm 
U$  ^ong  with  our  coantry-a 
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cf  his  wiClom  and  equity.  Above  all,  rcmembcrjj 
this  judgment  muft  needs  be  followed  with  eter- 
nal Itfc,  or  eternal  death,  with  perfeft  falvation  or 
damnation.  There  is  no  medium  between  thefe 
things,  heaven  and  hell  will  then  divide  the  world, 
and  they,  who  have  not  the  happinefs  of  hearing 
this  comfortable  voice.  Come  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father^  * 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  yoUy  will  receive 
this  dreadful  fentence,  Depart  ye  curfed  into  everlaft^ 
ing  fre  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  Thii 
judgment  is  fo  certain,  that  the  Lord,  not  content 
only  to  declare  it  in  his  word,  gives  us  fom^  fore- 
Ibodings  of  it  in  our  confciences.  What  believer 
does  not  feel  every  day  a  tribunal  of  God  prepared 
in  hb  heart  ?  who  does  not  hear  this  fecret  voice 
demanding  an  account  of  his  a^ons,  making  in^ 
quiry  into  the  ufe  he  has  made  of  benefits  receiv- 
ed, of  the  obedience  he  has  rendered  to  the  law, 
the  fruit  he  has  yielded  to  the  gofpel,  the  improve* 
ment  of  opportunities,  and,  in  one  word,  6f  the 
virtues  he  has  praftifed,  or  the  fins  he  has  com« 
mitted  ?  who  is  that  finner,  however  infenfible, 
who  does  not  frequently  feel  in  his  heart  fome  pre- 
fentiments  of  this  judgment?  Do  not  all  the  tears 
and  terrors,  the  inquietudes,  and  remorfes,  which 
ufually  agitate  wicked  men,  come  from  hence? 
We  have  every  one  of  us  thefe  prelibations  through* 

out 

men,  the  Jews.    '3.  The  text  lowing    verfe    reconmendf 

i$  a  quotation  from  the  fep*  patience  under  frtfent  fnfTer* 

tuagint  veriion  of  Prov.  xi.  mgs.    Our  anchor's  applies- 

31.  BihoU^  tbt  rigbttmu  Jhall  tion  of  the  paflage  to  final 

bg   recomptn/ed  in  tbe  eartbt  judgment  is  rational ;  for,  if  ' 

mucb  more  tbe  fwitkid  and  the  pre(ent   afflidions     try    the 

Jinmrs.     S.  Peter's  Jcwraly  righteous    and    terrify    ^e 

/wved  is  fynonimous  to  the  wicked,  what  muft  the  final 

wife    man's    recompin/ed   in  judgment  do?. 
TUB  ¥ART«,     i(.  The  fol- 
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MT  life :  but  they  become  tncomparabfy  ftrooger 
at  ihe  approach  of  death.  Then  man  feels  the 
Jiaod,  the  mighty  hand  of  the  omnipotent  God 
drawing  him  to  himfelf.  Then  is  he  faaxd  and 
fyrood  in  fpite  of  himfcif  before  the  throne  of 
tiie  ib?efeign  judge  of  the  workL  In  thefe  laft 
mooients  of  Ufe^  as  the  eyes  of  the  body  are  dark« 
f  iiedy  thofe  of  the  mind  are  enlightened,  and,  pe-< 
iKtrating  into  the  fecrets  of  the  world  to  come»  dii^ 
CQver  the  good  or  evil  confequences,  which  we 
nuft  expeS:,  What  dteadful  Uindnefs  is  it  then, 
tiiat^  vrith  fo  much  certainty,  fo  many  marks,  ib 
many  outward  and  inward  teftimonies  of  this  di- 
irine  judgment,  we  Ihould  yet  negted):  to  prepare 
i^  it,  and  leave  an  artick  fe  capital,  on  which 
ctemky  depends^  to  hazard.  (7) 

One  of  the  moft  uieful  and  admirable  powers, 
vihich  nature  has  beftowed  upon  man,  aad  which 
&Uows  reafon,  and  diftinguiihes  man  from  other 
sM^imals^  is  prudence,  a  iagactty  reiped-injg  future 
things.  Bcafts,  which  have  not  received  this  advan* 

tagc 

(7)  Con^idierjudgmifri.'Tht  9/ the  righteons  and thenvichi^ 

force  and  th<;  beauty  of  this  is  all  made  up  of  thefe  plaio^ 

t^anch  of  our  author's  ap-  affeding   articles.      I   could 

plication  lie  iu  the  properties  never  read  his  delcription  of 

of  thcfabje£t.    A  judgment  the  wicloed  man's  Ufi  too* 

fo  terrible — a  judgment   fo  mentis  without  a  mixture  of 

exaa — a  judgment  fo  certain  pity  and  fear.     The  pafTage 

.—a  judgment  inevitable — a  begins  with  <*  Alors  le  pe- 

i'ttdgment  that  ^f/ in  eternal  cheur  mourant/*    and  eud^ 

lappinefs  or  mifery»  this  is  thus.     <^  At  length,  amidft 

the    fubjed,  and    thefe    the  thefe  diftrefsful  eflbrts,    his 

j^roperties  of  it,    which  the  eyes  fix— his  features  alter-^ 

wifdom  of  God  ufes  to  alarm  his  countenance  is  di^figared 

and    afitdt   a  finner.     How  -^is  livid  mouth  falU  open 

highly  fitted  to  anfwer  the  of  itfelf— ^is  whole   frame 

end!    '  trembles— and»   by    a   final 

That  incomparable  fermon  Uruggle*   his  unhappy^  foal 

pfMaflUlon^  entitled /^^(/r^/^  9a^n»  with  reluftance  from 
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tage  from  the  hand  of  nature,  only  ^  mASS^ 
play  their  feeble  fenfes  about  piefent  things  y  they 
ivalk  the  way,  that  offers  to  their  eyes,  they  eac 
the  herb,  which  they  fee,  and  only  move  as  they 
are  intked  by  the  obne&s,  at  which  they  \o6kt 
but,  as  they  have  no  knowledge  of  futurity,  they 
arc  at  perfeft  reft.  It  is  quite  otfaerwife  with  man^ 
his  realon  aimcipates  yean,  and  ages,  be  ice» 
things  long  before  they  arrive,  he  knows  them  by 
a  concatenation  of  their  caufes  and  efiedbs,  and  at 
the  fame  time  provides  to  fcM^ward  or  to  fruftrace 
them.  (8)    By  this  prudential  forefight  kingdoms 

and 

Its  habitation  of  cUf^  falls  die  wkked,  »  yon  liavs 
into  the  haadtf  of  God,  and  lived ;  your  death  wiH  re* 
finds  itA»lf  naked  at  the  bar  femble  your  life  •  .  .  •  1 
of  his  formidable  tribund.  O  preclade  this  miTery  by 
Thosy  ray  brethtny  do  thev  living  the  life  of  the  righte« 
di^,  who  forget  God  through  oas.'*  Serm.jfvMt, 
life!  Thus  will  you  die,  if  (8)  Beafis  bwue  m  kfUw-> 
your  fins  accoinpany  you  to  Uge  of  futurity.  This  ar« 
your  death.  Every  objeft  gument  iox  the  immortally 
around  you  will  change,  you  of  the  human  foul  is  pret- 
alone  will  remain  the  fame—  tily  urged  in  the  following^ 
you  will  die:  and  you- will    lines; 

Deep  in  rich  pafture,  will  thy  flock«  complain  \ 
Not  fo;  but  to  their  mailer  is  deny'd 
To  (hare  their  (wttt/ereui.    Man,  ill  at  eaie. 
In  thi8>  not  bis  own  place,  this  foreign  field. 
Where  nature  fodders  bim  with  other  food. 
Than  was  ordain*d  his  cravings  to  fuffice. 
Poor  in  abundance,  famiih'd  at  a  feaft. 
Sighs ^n  for  fomething  more^  when  mojf  en}oy*d. 
Is  heav'n  then  kinder  to  thy  flocks,  than  thee? 
Not  fo ;  thy  pafture  richer,  but  remote; 
In  part,  remote ;  for  that  remoter  part 
Man  bleats  from  infii/i^t  tho'  perhaps,  debauch'd 
By/in/tt  his  rea/bm  fleeps,  nor  dreams  the  caufe. 
The  caufe  how  obvious,  when  his  reafbn  wakei ! 
His  grief  is  but  his  grandeur  in  difguife; 
An4  difcontent  is  immoftAlitjf^      Nigkt  Thought t^  K.  7«I 

**  Toua 
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and  empires  fuppbrt  themfelves,  by  this  cities  and 
families  are  prcferved,  and  by  dits  all  men  endea- 
vour, each  as  far  as  it  is  in  his  power,  to  procure 
a  comfortable  condition  in  this  life.  (9)  How  then 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that,  while  we  employ  our  pru- 
dence fo  utefuUy  about  temporal  things,  we  are 
all  on  a  fudden  deprived  of  it,  when  we  flK)uld  be 
concerned  about  the  moil  important  of  all  future 

things. 


**  Toosles  aiitresetresy  cod- 
ten  s  de  leur  deftineeyparoifFent 
heureaxt  a  leur  maniere  dans 
la  iitaation  ou  Taatear  de  la 
nature  les  a  places :  les  aftres 
tranqttilles  dans  le  firmament 
ne  qaictent  pas  leur  fejour 
pour  aller  edairer  une  autre 
terre:  la  terre  reglee  dans 
let  mouvemens  ne  s'elance 
pas  en  haut  pour  aller  pren- 
dre leur  place :  les  animaux 
rampent  dans  les  campagnes, 
fans  envier  la  deftinee  de 
rhomme  qui  habite  les  villes, 
etles  palais  fomptuenx;  les 
oifeaax  fe  rejouifTent  dans 
les  airs,  fans  pcnfer  s'il  y'a 
des  creatures  plus  heureufes 
qu'eux  fur  la  terre :  tout  eil 
heureux — I'homme  feul  ne 
rencontre  rien  ici-bas  ou  Ton 
CQBur  puifie  le  fixer*  &c.  MaJ^, 
Jur  Vaiitnir^  torn*  i.  car. 

(9)  By  prudent  forefigbt 
cities  and  empires  are  pre- 
/er*ued^  There  are  two  ge- 
neral caufes  of  the  preferva* 
tion  of  dates,  the  firil  are 
iMternaif  and  fubfift  in  the 
ilates  themfelves ;  thefe  may 
be  forefeen:  but  the  lad, 
txtemal  caufes,  cannot  be 
tottktxit  becaufe  they  depend 


on  an  infinite  variety  of  dr- 

cumftances.  The  three  ibrts 
of  government,  monarchy, 
ariftocracy,  and  democracy 
have  others,  which  lefemblt 
them,  and  into  which  they 
often  degenerate,  and  (b  dif« 
folve  themfelves.  Monarchy 
may  run  into  defpotifm,  an- 
ftocracy  into  oligarchy,  and 
democracy  into  anarchy. 
Thofe  governments,  which 
have  the  firongeft  confii- 
ttttional  checks  ^gainft  de- 
generacy, are  bed  calcu- 
lated to  perpetuate  them- 
felves, and  the  operation  of 
thefe  checks  may  be  fore/eea, 
and  forjctold.  On  thefe  prin- 
ciples Polybius,  and  others, 
foretold  the  fate  of  Rome, 
and  other  dates. 

On  principles'  fomewhat 
fimilar  wife  men  forefee  and 
foretell  the  fate  of  indivi- 
duals. Thus  Hedor  foretold 
the  death  of  Achilles,  and 
Patroclus  that  of  Hedor. 
(Horn,  IL  xvi.  85a.xxii.  35 S.) 
Thefe,  and  other  fuch  in- 
dances  of  human  fagacity, 
mud  not  be  confounded  with 
a  fpirit  of  prophecy. 
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things,  falvation  or  damnation  ?  is  it  not  for  this 
realbn,  that  St.  Paul,  fpeaking  of  worldly  men, 
calls  them  animals  ?  ( i )  Tke  animal  man.  fays  bcy  re* 
£eiveih  not  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  GocL     As  if 
he  had  faid.  This  man,  who  for  the  world  teftifies 
that  he  is  truly  man,  who  has  fo  much  induftry^ 
vivacity,    and    penetration   for  futurity,    and   ib 
much  folidity  of  judgment  in  the  choice  of  ways 
and  means,  is  yet  a  brute  beaft,  a  Ample  animal 
without  reafon  and  without  intelligence,  when  the 
affair  of  his  falvation  is  in  queftion.     Let  us  not 
be  of  this  number,  my  brethren,  let  us  not  fleep 
like  the  fooliOi  virgins,  while  we  wait  for  the  bride- 
groom.    Jefus  Chrift  is  made  unto  us  uifdom^  and 
this  wifdom  confifts   in  always   having   the   eyes 
open,  and  the  mind  concerned  and  ad:ivc  about 
what  mull  follow   this  life,  and  the  means,  by 
which  we  may  attain  eternal  felicity.  (2) 

Ican- 


( I  \  The  natural  man,  i^c, 
1  Cor.  li.  14.  Vhomme  ani- 
mal ne  comprend  point  les 
chofes  qui  font  dcDieu.  Our 
text  has  it,  the  natural  man^ 
("YKtyuo^  (LV^^vi's^  )  on  which 
arclibifhop  Leigh  ton  makes 
this  remark.  "  The  apolUc 
1  Cor.  ii.  14.  names  the  man 
by  his  belt  part,  his  foul, 
intimating  that  the  foul  even 
in  the  higheft  faculty  of  it, 
the  undcrtlanding,  and  that 
in  the  higheft  pitch  of  excel- 
lency, to  which  nature  can 
raifc  it,  is  blind  to  Jpiritual 
objects.**     ^iUa  'works,  p.  6. 

Mr.  Claude  does  not  un- 
derftand  the  apoftle*s'^i;j^/*a; 
in  fo  exalted  a  itwit :  but 
feems  to  ufe  it  with  natura- 
lills  for  what  is  common  to 

Vox..ir. 


irrational;  "  the  fcripture 
does  not  term  men  peculiarly 
captivated  to  brutilh  affec- 
tions "^vyiKU  cLv^fc^TTot,  na* 
tural  men,  but  ct\oyA  ^&ics 
^vj/aa,  2  Pet.  ii.  iz.  natural 
hrute  leajls.  Auftin  there- 
fore expounds  it  thus  (TraSi. 
98.  Johan.)  animalis  homo, 
i.  e.  qui  fccundum  hominem 
fapit,  animalis  diflus  ab  ani-. 
ma,  carnalis  a  came,  quia 
ex  anima  et  carn9  conftat 
omnis  homo,  non  percipit  ea 
quae  funt  fpiritus  dei,  i.  e. 
Quid  gratia  credentibus  con- 
feratcrux£hrilli,  &c."  Q-wen 
on  the  fpirit^  p.  J 1 7. 

(2)  Jefus  Cbrift  is  made 
unto  us  'wifdom.  i  Cor.  i.  30, 
The  fcope  of  this  place  de- 
termines the  meaning  of  S. 

y  y  Paul 
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T  cannot  help  obferving  here  two  illufions,  ta 
^hich  the  greateft  part  of  mankind  are  fubjeft, 
Firft,  we  almoft  always  imagine,   our  falvation  is 
a  very  eafy  thing,  which  requires  but  very  little 
time.     One  moment,  fay  we,  is  fufficient  for  con- 
verfion,  and  a  true  converfion  though  wrought  in  a 
moment  is  fufficient  to  fave  us.     Befidc  the  time 
of  calling  is  long,  it  endures  tfll  death.     This  is 
as  much  as  to  fay,  that,  when  we  have  employed 
the  bed  part  of  our  days  in  our  pleafures  and  fmful 
interefts,  we  (hall  have  time  enough  to  repent  and 
be  faved.     Never  was  any  thing   more  falfe  or 
deceitful  than  this  idea  of  falvation.    I  grant,  there 
needs  only  a  good  and  fincere  converflon  in  order 
to  falvation.     Provided  it  be  good  and  fincere  it 
cannot  fail  of  being  eflfeftual,     I  own  farther,  that 
a  true  and  fincere  converfion  at  the  laft  hour  of 
life  is  not  altogether  unexampled.     God  Oiewsus 
now  and  then  one,  to  make  us  admire  the  marvels 
of  his  grace,  and  the  depths  of  his  elefting  love: 
but,  granting  all  this,  I  beg  you  alfo  to  remark 
the  following  truths.    Firft,  True  and  fincere  con- 
verfions  in  the  laft  moments  of  life  are  fo  rorty 
that  God  has  left  us  but  one  example  in  all  fcrip- 
ture ;  .and  even  that  example  is  Angular  in  its  cir- 

cum- 


Paul  i  n  thefe  words.    Tn  this  Greeks^  it  fecmcd  the  power 

chapter  the  apoftle  cohtem-  and  the  wiTdom  of  God.  The 

platts      three      objects — the  apoftle  tries  the  caufc  in  dif- 

Jcwifh  religion— that  of  mo-  pute,  pionounces  in  favour' 

ral  phil'ofophy  of  the  pagans  of  the  gofptl,    and  adduces 

—and    ihe   gofpcl,    or   that  cfFc(its  for  proofs.     Thegof- 

body  of  fcience,  which  was  pel  of  Chrill  is  become  to  us 

taught  by  Jcfus  Chriit.      He  bo:h  a  fyllcm  of  knowledge 

allows   the   gofpel  appeared  and    a    fource    of  bolineii. 

fcandalous  to  fome  Jews,  and  Chriji  is  made  unto  us  nuijdmy 

ridiculous   to   fome  Greeks,  rif>hteou/nefs^  holiaefs,  andrt- 

yet  to  others,  both  Je-ws  and  dempthn. 
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cumftances,  it  is  that  of  the  converted  thief.  But, 
bcfides  that  nothing  Icfs  th'an  a  crofs,  that  is,  a 
moft  infamous  and  cruel  death,  was  neceflary  to 
affect  him,  there  was  needed  alfo,  to  work  this 
great  miracle,  the  dying  prefence  of  the  eternal 
Ion  of  God.  It  was  in  that  grand  aftion,  in 
which  our  redeemer  offered  his  eternal  facrifice  for 
the  whole  world ;  in  that  aftion  in  which  he  caufed 
the  fmoke  of  his  oblation  to  afcend  as  it  were  from 
earth  to  heaven,  in  a  fwect-fmelling  favour  to  God 
the  father ;  in  that  adtion,  in  which  the  fun  was 
eclipfed,  the  earth  trembled,  the  graves  opened, 
the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  twain  j  it  was, 
I  fay,  very  juft  that  the  Saviour's  blood  Ihoul^ 
work  fuch  a  miracle,  and  that  the  fpirit  of 
grace,  to  honour  the  death  of  the  eternal  fon  of 
God,  Ihould  difplay  his  power  in  an  extraordinary 
manner:  but  let  no  one  imagine  from  this  ex- 
ample, that  it  Ihall  be  fo  with  him.  Jefus  Cbrift 
does  not  die  every  day,  his  blood  was  ibed  but 
once,  and  who  told  you  that  what  he  did  in  the 
aft  of  his  facrifice,  he  will  repeat  again  every 
day.?  (3) 

2.  Con- 


(3)  The  exampU  ofibe  thief 
on  the  cro/s      ^he  converfion 

.  of  the  thief  on  the  crofd  is  a 
credible  hiHorical  fadt :  but, 
before  we  can  apply  this  to 

.  the  condition  of  any  other 
perfoDy  we  muft  afcertain 
the  true  nature  of  the  fad, 
and  from  correfponding  cir- 
cumllances  prove  it  a  cafe  in 
p5int.  Now  this  is  extreme- 
ly difficult  to  do.  Monfieur 
Tillemont  has  coHeded  many 
various  opinions  concerning 

'the- penitent  thief:   but  afl 


conjedlures  not  fupport^d  by 
holy  fcripture  are  uncertain. 
Saurin  dates  thefe  .historical 
conjedlures,  endeavoars  to 
prove  that  the. two  thieves 
were  notorious  criminals, 
who  deferved  to  die,  allowf 
and  denionftraces  the  truth 
of  the  converiion  of  one,  and 
takes  particular  care  to 
evince  that'  nothing  can  be 
deducted  from  this  man's 
converiion  in  favour  of  pro- 
cradinating. 

•*  If  any   thing  (fays  he) 
y  y  2  feeia 
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2.  Convcffion  in  the  laft  hour  is  the  moOidf/- 
ficult  thing  in  the  world,  the  foul  is  as  it  were  ex- 
haufted,  without  power,  without  light,  without 
vigour ;  the  heart  is  bound  by  a  thoufand  old  ha- 
bits, long  ago  contrafted,  and  which  like  fo  many 
chains  prevent  a  freedom  of  aftion.  The  con- 
'  fcience  has  long  been  in  a  profound  lethargy,  all 
the  doors  of  the  foul  are  fhut  againft  ideas  of  piety, 
and  thefe  ideas  like  ftrangers  know  none  of  the 
-avenues  to  the  heart.  In  fhort  the  whole  man  is 
fo  funk  in  ftupidity,  and  fo  incorporated  with  the 
world  (if  I  may  venture  to  fay  fo.)  that  the  world 
•  is  at  \t  were  converted  into  his  own  fubftancc, 
and  become  eflential  to  him.  By  what  means  then 
fliall  a  man  be  brought  out  of  fuch  a  miferaWe 
ftate?  By  what  means  then  can  be  be  detached 
from  all  the  relatbns  and  connexions,  which  he 
has  formed  with  the  world  and  its  vanities?  I 
know,  God  can  do  it,  for  nothing  is  impoffible 
to  him:  but  for  this  purpofe  there  muft  be  an 
cxti*aordiAary  fund  of  grace,  a  Angular  effort  of 
the  omnipotence  of  God.  If  the  Lord  faid,  it 
was  eqfier  for  a  camel  fo  go  through  a  needUs  eye  t 

than 

fcem  to  invalidate  what  we  who  take  advantage  of  evciy 
have  fo  often  preached  againft  thing  to  fortify  themfelves 
the  delay  of  your  con  vcrfion,  in  corroption,  it  woald  be 
it  is  the  example  of  the  pe-  needlefs  to  attempt  to  pre- 
nitent  thief.  This  is  the  in-  rent  tlve  devil's  ufing  the  ex- 
trench  men  t,  from  which  the  ample  of  the  nufckea  thief  to 
moftobltinate  finners  defy  as  hinder  your  labouring  after 
to  force  them.  I  will  tell  conver(ion>  becaufe  you  have 
you,  my  brethren,  what  there  deferred  it  fo  long,  we  moft 
is  comfortable  in  this  exanv-  endeavour  now  to  prevent 
pie  on  your  death-beds,  his  uHng  that  of  the  g9»i 
fhould  providence  caufe  me  thief  to  engage  you  to  defer 
to  furvive  and  attend  any  of  the  work  ftill  longer."  Ser. 
you  :  bur,  while  you  arc  fur  les  deux  Brigaiuisf  ttm.  i. 
woll;  in  this  pulpit,  to  men,  fn-,  xu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     357     ) 

ihan  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven: 
how  much  more  may  we  fay  fo  of  an  old  rich  man, 
of  an  old  finnef,  who  has  added  to  the  obftacle  of 
his  riches  thoufands  of  vices,  and  crimes.  (4) 

3.  lam 


(4)  Confutrfion  is  difficult  in 
a  dying  illnefs.  Saurin  adopts 
YAt^  CUode's  juft  and  nccef- 
fary  diOinAion  on  this  fub- 
jcdi  and  expatiates  beaatifally 
oa  it.  He  afHrcns,  there  is 
an  ordinary^  and  there  is  an 
4xtraordinary  way  of  convert- 
ing a  fouU  The  firft  is  a  rule 
to  us :  the  lall  is  always  open 
to  God,  and  his  wifdom  de- 
terminei  when  to  make  ufe 
of  it.  *<  God  has  efiablifhed 
laws  in  nature  with  the  ut- 
moil  wifdom,  he  has  aligned 
a  fa'vilion  for  the  fuJij  fixed 
the  earth  upcn  pillars ^  and  fet 
bounds  to  the  fia  :  yet  fbme- 
times  he  has  been  pleafed  to 
pafs  thefe  laws,  to  Jhake  the 
earthy  to  fiop  the  fun,  to  di- 
n;ide  the  fea,  and  has  diico- 
vcred  as  much  wifdom  in  vi- 
olating the  laws  of  nature  as 
in  eilablifhin^  them.  In  like 
manner,  religion  has  its  laws, 
which  wifely  edabliih  God's 
ufual  way  of  working:  yet 
ibmetimes  he  has  been  pleafed 
to  difpenfe  with  thefe  laws 
and  extend  their  limits.  In- 
Head  therefore  of  judging  of 
the  general  laws  of  religion 
hy  particular  examples,  you 
ought  to  govern  your  ideas 
of  particular  examples  by 
thcfe  general  laws.  Com- 
plaifantdiredlors!  Remifsca- 
'fuilh!    Publick  pells!    who 


amufe  your  penitents  with 
deceitful  hopes;  when  a  phy- 
fician  has  exhauftcd  all  tRe 
fecreta  of  his  art  to  refkore 
the  health  of  his  patient,  aM 
fees  they  are  unfuccefsfui^ 
when  every  fymptom  of  over- 
loaded nature  publi/hes  the 
approach  of  death,  he  faysi 
the  cafe  of  his  patient  is  deC. 
perate,  he  docs  not  pretejid, 
God  cannot  heal  him,  he 
does  not  even  pretend  to  f:ty, 
he  has  never  fccn  a  recovery 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  fpeaks  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary 
courfc  of  nature,  according 
to  the  maxims  of  his  arc,  he 
fpeaks  as  a  phyfician,  not  as 
a  nxronderfworier.  In  Jikc 
manner,  when  we  fee  a  nan^ 
who  has  perfifted  thirty,forty, 
fifty  years  in  criminal  habits, 
when  we  fee  fuch  a  man 
taken  ill  and  defpairing  ef 
life,  weep,  figh,  pray,  and 
pretend  to  converiion,  w« 
fay,  his  flate  is  fufpici- 
oosy  a«d  infinitely  fufpici* 
ous:  but  w€  fpeak  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  laws  of 
religion,  and  do  not  mean  to 
exclude  miracles,  we  know, 
God  is  almighty,  &c.*'  Sur 
U  renvoi  de  con'verfion,  torn.  ii» 
This  difliiiftion  is  nocef- 
fary  to  the  underft.mding  of 
many  paflagcs  of  icripture— 
to  the  difcuiiion  of  many  hif- 
torical 
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3.  I  am  not  afraid  to  fay,  that  the  fin  of  thofe 
who  defer  their  repentance,  is  of  fo  aggraroated  a 
nature,  thk  it  renders  them  altogether  unworthy 
of  God's  extraordinary  aid  to  convert  them.  Such 
people  are  crafty  deceivers,  who  aft  fraudulently 
with  God,  and  pretend  to  dupe  him  with  their 
artifices;  for  they  do  as  much  as  fay,  God  calls 
us,  and,,  we  acknowledge,  repentance  is  juft  and 
neceffary,  if  we  mean  to  be  faved;  but  in  order  to 
this  we  muft  quit  our  pleafures.  What  then  (hall 
we  do  to  enjoy  our  delightful  fins  and  yet  avoid 
damnation?  This  is  the  way,  we  will  be  wifcr 
than  God ;  we  will  employ  all  our  beft  days  in 
debaucheries  and  fins,  and  fo  content  ourfelves 
,  with  them ;  and  when  we  are  no  longer  good  for 
any  thing,  we  will  be  converted,  and  fo  prevent 
our  damnation.  Do  you  think,  a  reafoning  fo  hor- 
rible, a  procedure  fo  deteftable  can  be  agreeable 
to  God?  Do  you  think  it  will  extremely, invite 
him  to  bellow  extraordinary  converting  grace  oh 
fuch  affronting  wretches  ?  No  furely !  What !  bfr^ 
caufe  God  is  free  in  the  difpenfation  of  his  grace,  is 
there  any  likelihood  that  he  will  faeftow  it  to  cfta- 
blilh  and  reward  deceit  ?  (5) 

Con- 


torical  fafts— and  to  the  cla- 
cidation  of  many  cafes  of 
confcicncc— all  which  may 
become  fources  of  innume- 
rable errors  and  vices,  un- 
lefs  diftindions  be  made  be- 
tween ordinary  and  extraor- 
dinary— ^judicial  and  extra* 
judicial — intrinfick  and  ex* 
traneous.  It  is  need  lefs  to 
give  inftances  of  each  :  they 
will  occur  to  cbe  leaft  atten- 


(5)  Will  God  hrfto^  extra- 
ordinary  grate  to  reiuard  dt- 
ceit!  Thus  amplified  by 
Saurin.  *•  Strange  reafon- 
ing !  deteftable  fophifm,  my 
brethren  !  this  is  the  bighcft 
pitch  of  corruption  !  this  is 
ingratitude  of  a  fuprcme  de- 
gree !  how  ungrateful  focver 
forae  people  are,  the  worft 
fhew  a  little  fenfibility  im  the 
indant  of  receiving  favours ; 
when  they  have  forgottca 
them^ 
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Confider,  I  intrcat  you,  there  cannot  be  a  mord 
foolith  and  rafli  defign  than  that  of  putting  off 
repentance  to  old  age,  fince  it  takes  for  granted 
the  moft  doubtful  and  uncertain  thing  in  the  world, 
which  is  that  we  Ihall  live  to  a  hoary  old  age.  Is 
not  this  the  grofleft  of  all  illufions  ?  I  omit  urging 
what  all  the  world  knows,  that  no  one  can  affurc 
himfelf  of  the  morrow.  I  fay  to  you  fomcthing 
more  ftriking.  Make  the  different  orders  of  men 
pafs  before  your  eyes,  count  them  one  by  one, 
and,  it, is  certain,  the  number  of  thofc,  who  die 
before  they  are  thirty  years  of  age,  is  incomparably 
greater  than  of  thofe,  \yho  come  to  that  age.  How 
many  die  between  thirty  and  forty !  how  few  arrive 
at  fifty!  fewer  ftiU  live  to  fixty,  and  how  very 
fmall  in  all  ages  and  countries  is  the  number  of 
t)ld  men?  In  a  city,  which  contains  a  million  of 
fouls,  you  will  find  two,  or  perhaps  three  thou- 
Oind  old  people,  that  is,  in  tlie  proportion  of  two  or 
three  hundred  to  every  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  (6) 

Now, 

then),  indeed,  they  maybe-         "    Quid    ergo,     fratrcs? 

come    ungrateful:    but    be-  Cum  nos  muhis  peccatis  et 

hold  !  in  ihis  Tinner's  reafon-  criminibus  fentiamus  obnox- 

"ing  a  new  kind  of  outrage^  ios,    numquid  defperandum 

a    wicked  art   of   inclofing  ed?     Abfit    hoc    a    populo 

within  the  circumference  of  Qhrifliano.       Non     quidem 

his   ingratitude   the  prefent  defperandum  eft;  fed  nee  in 

and   the  future,  favours  re-  ipfis  pe(:catis  inimica  fecuri- 

ceived,  and  favours  expedl-  tate    perfeverandum.       Qui 

cd!    In  the   perpetration  of  enim   dixit,    qum  ponverfus 

every  crime  f  (hall  remind  ingemueris,  falvus  eris :  ipfs 

myfelf  of  mercy  one  day  to-  dixit,  nolite  tardanc  converti 

be   bellowed,  and  (hall  find  ad  Dominum,  nee  diiFeratis 

in  this  idea  a  motive  for  iirm-  de  die   in   diem.*'     C^efariL 

nefs  in  rebellion,  and  bold-  ferm,  102,    />   append.   Aug. 

pefs  in  iin.     Is  not  this  an  op,  torn,  v.  p,  374. 
excefs  of  corruption  ?    This        (6)  Tbi  wtality  of  oldpeo^ 

is  the  moft  dcteftable  ingra-  pU  is  in  the  proportion  of  two 

titude  I  Ac,"    Saur»  renvoi^  or  three  hundred  to  everj  bun- 
(tin%*  iif  dred 
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Now,  allowing  this,  what  foolilh  fecurity  is  it  to 
imagine  you  (hall  be  in  the  happy  number  of 
thcfe  two  or  three  hundred,  in  a  multitude  of  a 
hundred  thoufand !  Were  a  man  to  hazard  his  for- 
tune on  fuch  an  uncertainty  he  would  pais  in  the 
world  for  a  madman,  and  all  his  relations  and 
friends,  his  wife  and  children  would  picy  and  con- 
fine him:  but  thou!  miferable  wretch !  doft  tliou 
hazard  thy  falvation,  thy  foul,  the  friendfhip  of 
thy  God,  thine  eternal  happinefs  on  this  frivolous 
hope!  and  to  complete  thy  mifery,  does  thy  wife, 
do  thy  children,  thy  friends,  thy  relations,  do  all 
the  world  let  thee  go  on  to  do  fo !  or,  if  they  advife 
thee,  doft  thou  pay  no  regard  to  their  advice! 

The  fccond  illufion,  which  beguiles  multitudes, 
is  an  imagination,  that  they  difchargc  their  duty, 

when, 


iireJ  tleufaud.  This  obfer- 
vation  is  not  ftriftly  theokgi" 
^ai:  bttt  it  is  pertinently  in- 
troduced here,  and  may  ferve 
for  an  example  of  what  our 
Dr.  Gill  recommended  in  an 
cjrdination  fermon  from  z 
Tim.  ii.  7.  Confider  <i\jhat  I 
Joy  ;  and  the  herd  gi've  ibee 
undcrfianding  in  ail  things. 
C'onfider  principally  rc'veaUd 
truths:  but,  as  all  fciences 
may  fuhfervc  religion,  do 
not  neglcft  the  acquiiition  of 
human  knowledge. 

This  article  belongs  to 
pHiical  arithmetick^  and  wri- 
ters on  the  doflrine  of  life- 
annuties  treat  of  it  with  great 
pcrfpicuity,  and,  in  general, 
<in  folid  principles.     Mr.  De 

Moivre Dr.  Halley Sir 

William  Petty — Arbuthnot — 
Paveaant King— Kerflc- 


boom— and  others  have  be- 
flowed  miich  laudable  labour 
on  this  fubjea.  Tbe  fob* 
ilance  may  be  found  in  FoT- 
tlethwaite's  DiAionary,  un- 
der the  word  ANKUlTy. 

There  is  a  wonderful  ten- 
dency in  remarks  of  this  kind 
to  aroufe  and  ;iffe£t  the  bulk 
of  ordinary  hearers :  botthey 
ought  to  be  made  \^  iel< 
dom,  and  very  fobsrly.  It 
is  not  ncceffary  for  a  preacher 
to  invcftigatc  thcfe  articles 
with  the  accuracy  cf  an  an- 
nuitant; it  is  fufEcient  for 
him  to  have  the  autUrity  of 
allowed  judges  for  what  he 
affirms,  and  if  is  enough  for 
him  to  fpeak  in  general 
terms,  as  Mr»  Claade  does  : 
"  The  proportion  is  of  two 
or  tbne  hundred." 
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when,  without  concerning  themfclves  about  their 
own  falvation,  as  the  apoftle  commands,  they 
employ  themfelves  about  that  of  ofher  people. 
There  arcjn  general  two  ways  of  doing  this.  i. 
By  faying  the  fined  things  in  the  world  about 
religion.  Obferve  what  paflcs  in  the  world.  You 
will  hardly  find  one  among  many  employed  about 
his  own  convcrfion :  yet  every  body  will  tell  you, 
we  ought  to  be  good  people — the  corruption  of 
the  age  we  live  in  is  prodigious — there  is  hardly 
any  virtue  or  good  faith — there  is  very  little  pro- 
feflion  of  praftical  religion,  and  almoft  no  real" 
godlinefs.  Thefe  common-place-fayings  are  in  the 
mouths  of  all :  but,  with  all  thefe  fine  fpeeches, 
you  will  rarely  find  one  retiring  from  general 
views,  ferioufly  reflefting  on  himfelf,  and  faying 
What  am  I  ?  Am  I  not  like  others  ?  Since  I  allow, 
every  one  ought  to  correft  himfelf,  is  it  not  juft 
that  I  fhould  begin  with  myfclf,  put  the  firft 
hand  to  the  work,  and  fet^an  example  to  my  bre« 
thren !  (7) 

The  fecond  way  of  pretended  concern  about 
the  falvation  of  others,  without  attending  to  your 
own,  is  ilill  more  fcandabus  than  the  firft.     It 

confifts 

(7)  Mav^  bad  men /ay  fine  Some  think  a  fulnefs  of  talk 
ibings  about  religion.  The  a  juft  ground  for  fuft>e&ing 
excellent  Mr.  Edwards,  than  the  talker  to  be  a.Pharifec,  an 
whom  no  man  hath  written  oilentatioas  hypocrite.  Others 
better  on  religious  affedions»  rafhiy  pronounce  him,  on 
fays,  "  Fluent  fervent  abun-  the  fame  account,  an  emi- 
dant  talking  of  religious  fub-  nently  pious  man.  The  pro- 
je&  is  no  certain  iign  of  truly  bability,lies  againft  the  great 
gracious  afFedUons ;  for  it  may  talker  in  the  opinions  of  Ed- 
proceed  from  holy  afFedions,  wards-^Shepard— Fiavel-^c« 
and  it  may  not.  There  are  ^tQEd-warttionrelig^affe^ions 
iwo  extremes  in    this  09X9*  f^rt  2.  /.  5. 

Vol,  II,  Z  z 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    3«^    ) 
confifts  in  being  always  on  the  watch  to  unfia^e 
^nd  (lander    the  aftions  of  others.     If  they  be 
really  blame-worthy,  you  will  hear  them  exclaim 
againft  the  crime,  they  will  appear  to  be  extremely 
offended,  they  will  fet  them  off  with  the  blackeft 
circumftances,  and  exaggerate  them  in  every  de- 
gree :  but  if  the  a£fcions  of  others  be  a[jparendy 
good  and  virtuous,  not  being. able  to  condemn 
them  in  themfelves,  they  will  condemn  them  in 
their  principles.     It  is  only,  fay  they,  theeffcd  of 
ambition  or  hypocrify,   they  only  want  to  make  a 
parade,  to  be  talked  of,  and  raife  their  credit  and 
reputation  with  good  people.     Certainly  all  thefe 
are  very  diftant  from  St.  PauPs  meaning,  when  he 
fays,  work  out  your  own  fdvation.    I  will  not  fay, 
we  fhould  entirely  negle£t  the  falvation  of  our 
neighbours,  God  commands,  and  charity  obliges 
us  to  attend  to  it,  and  it  would  be  a  very  unworthy 
and  wicked  faying,  Ihould  any,  like  Cain,  cry  out 
Am  I  my  broSber*s  keeper.    However,  I  do  affirm, 
it  is  not  this  only,  which  ought  to  employ  us,  it 
is  not  our  firft,  and  principal  occupation;  we 
muft  begin  by  working  out  our  own  falvation,  to 
this   we  muft  particularly  apply  ourfelves,  left 
while  we  corred  others  we  become  incorrigible  our- 
felves.    /  keep  under  my  body^  fays  the  apoftle,  sad 
bring  it  into  fubjeHion ;    left  ibat,  by  any  means^ 
when  I  have  preached  to  others^  I  myfe^footdd  be  cefi 
0way.  (8) 

But 

(8)  Diludtd  piopU   eenfure  ple«.     Firft,    they    arc  col- 

ondjlanderothirs,  Mr.  Claude  ledgrs,     carriers,    wbolelidt 

confidcrs  flanderers^  that  exe-  and  retail  venders  of  all  the 

crable  clafs  of  bad  men,  as  improper    anions,    that    are 

trafficking  ill  two  forte  of  com-  performed  within  their  circle* 

nodi^9§»  «^os4  aod  princi«  Far  from  the  chriftiaa  dif|iQ- 
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But  it  is  time  to  pafs  to  the  feccnd  part  of  thhi 
fermon,  in  which  I  rcquifc  lefs  the  attentiqn  of 
your  minds  than  the  emotions  of  your  hearts.  I 
intrcat  you  both  fimply  to  hear  and  judge  of  the 
truth  and  importance  of  what  I  fay  to  you,  and 
to  aft  yourfclvcs.  May  your  confciences  do  what 
my  tongue  diftatcs,  work  out  your  ownfalvation ! 
let  us  work  at  it  now,  without  putting  it  off  to 
another  time,  and  let  a  juft  comment  of  thefe 
divine  words  be  found  to  day  in  the  exaft  obedi- 
cnce,  which  we  render  to  them. 

The  firft  aft,  by  which  we  muft  begin,  is  a 
holy  reconciliation  to  God.  For  this  purpofe  hav- 
ing caft  our  eyes  on  thegreatnefs  of  the  fins,  which 
we  have  committed,  and  which  we  are  perpetually 
committing  againft  him,  and  having  confidered 
what  favours  we  have  received,  and  how  fhame- 
fully  we  haveabufed  them,  having  conceived  a  juft 
grief  for  our  innumerable  fins,  let  us  humbly  have 

rccourfe 

fition  of  pity,  they  take  an  in-  of  Samfon's  foxes^were  we  not 

fernal  pleafure  in  propagating  to  obferve  his  total  want  of 

evil,  and  in   aggravating  it  ienfe ;  he  is,  in  a  word,  the 

with  a  hundred  nl/e  circum*  Jack  Ketch  of  the    fociety, 

fiances.     Moil  congregations  who  executes  all  the  criminsds 

have  one  of  thefe  ;  (happy  if  that  fall  into  his  hands.     All 

they  have   bat  one!)  he  is  this  is  wicked :  but  what  fhall 

generally  a  great  »«^/-/ttwj'^r,  we  fay  of  a  wretch,  who  pro- 

though  he  declares   nobody  ceeds  to  cenfure  the  principles 

hears  fo  little  news  as  he ;  a  of  good  adlions!  No  words 

great  dealer  in y^cr^//,  though,  can  exprefs  the  guilt  of  fuch 

good  foul!  nobody  hates  whif-  a  man.     To  him  may  truly 

pering  fo  much  as  he  does ;  be  applied  the  words  of  a 

he  is  exceffively  bufy^  though  prophet.  In  thee  h  found  the 

he  never  goes  out  of  his  way ;  hUod  of  the  fouls  of  poor  inno^ 

h^  would  be  millaken  for  one  €euts.     Jer.  ii.,34* 

W^hat  king  fo  flrong. 

Can  tie  the  gall  up  in  the  ilanderous  tongue  ! 

Z  z  2  Sbakefpeac^ 
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rccourfe  to  his  mercy,  (9)  Let  each  of  us  in  parti- 
cular recall  bis  wanderings  from  God,  his  traaf« 

greffions 


(9)  Having  conceived  a  juft 
grief  for  our  .  .  .  Jins,  let  us 
i.  t  •  have  recourfe  to  mercy. 
This  (eems  to  have  been  the 
true  original  method  of 
preaching.  It  is  a  Hate  of 
fa^s;  it  is  founded  in  the 
nature  and  fitnefs  of  things ; 
and  it  has  been  that  method^ 
which  the  holy  fpirit  has 
thought  fie  to  feal  and  fucceed 
in  the  hands  of  his  minifkrs. 
Mere  defcriptions  of  fm  aiPeft, 
exhibiting  its  confequences 
affright,  vehement  cenfures 
of  it  alarm,  reafoning  con- 
cerning it  opens  the  gloomy 
road  to  defpair :  bat  all  this 
does  not  convert.  On  the 
other  hand,  preaching  pro- 
fufions  of  divine  goodnefs 
without  urging  the  guilt  and 
mifery  of  fm,  does  not  an- 
fwcr  the  great  end  of  preach- 
ing, the  conveHion  of  the 
foul.  It  is  the  union  of  both 
fubjefts,  that  poflcfles  the  fin- 
ner  with  a  loathing  of  him- 
felf,  and  a  love  to  God.  I 
call  this  the  criginnl  method. 
Thus  S.  Peter  preached  to  the 
Jews,  Ads  ii.  Thus  S.  Paul 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,  A€ls 
xiii.  xiv.  &c.  I  call  this  a 
ftating  of  fails  ^  for  it  is  ftridlly 
true  —  that  errors  and  vice 
are  in  the  world — that  they 
are  fourccs  of  mifery  to  men, 
and  reafons  of  punifhment 
with  God  the  judge  of  man- 


kind— that  God  is  a  merciful 
parent  as  well  as  an  equitable 
judge— that  his  goodnefs  fent 
his  fon  to  beftow  forgivenefs, 
wifdom,  and  virtue  as  a  be- 
nevolence— that  thefe  are  fet 
before  unworthy  men  in  the 
gofpel— and  that  if  they  have 
any  fenfe  of  duty,   or  anir 
den  re  after  felicity,  they  mui 
fall  in  with  thb  eligible  plan 
of  recovery.    Thefe  arc  fads, 
and  a  good  applicatory  fer^ 
mon  only  ftates  them.  I  faiu, 
this   method    of   addrefs   is 
founded  in  the  nature  and  fit- 
nefs of  things.     Prefomption 
and  defpair  are  the  two  dan- 
gerous  extremes,    to  which 
mankind  are  prone  in  reli- 
gious   concerns.      Charging 
home  fin  precludes  thelrfl, 
proclaiming  redemption  pre- 
vents the  \zik.   I  affirmed,  the 
holy  fpirit  had  fucceedtd  this 
method  to  the  converfion  of 
fouls.       Wickliff,      Lather, 
Knox,      Latimer,      Gilpin, 
Y^  u  nyan,Livingftonc,  Franck, 
Blair,  Elliot,  Edwards,  Whit- 
field, Tenent,  and  all,  who 
have  been  eminently  bleiied 
to  the  revival  of  practical  god- 
linefs,  have  conftantiy  availed 
themfelves  of  this  method; 
and,    prejudice  apart,    it  is 
impoffibletodeny,  that  great 
and   excellent   moral  dEt&s 
have  followed.     See  GiUit^ 
Su^cefsofthe  Gofptl. 
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greilions  of  his  laws,  how  often,  and  how  varioufly 
each  has  diOionoured  his  calling,  with  what  negli* 
gence  each  has  violated  his  natural  and  religious 
obligations,  and  particularly  thofe,  to  which  his 
Chriftian  profeffion  engaged  him.  Let  thepaffion- 
ate  remember  the  injuftice  of  their  angry  tranfports. 
Let  the  covetous  remember  the  many  oblique 
ways  they  have  taken  to  amafs  riches.  Let  the 
outrageous,  the  proud,  the  flandcrous,  the  re- 
vengeful,  remember  the  injuries  they  have  done 
their  neighbours.  Let  the  worldly  and  voluptu- 
ous think  of  the  many  vain  and  raih  defires  they 
have  had  for  earthly  things.  In  one  word,  let 
each  of  us  review  his  pad  conduft,  lee  each  weigh 
his  actions  in  the  balances  of  the  fandiuary  -,  and, 
acknowledging  himfelf  a  tranfgrcffor,  a  dilobedi- 
cnt  and  rebellious  child,  unworthy  of  the  love  of 
God,  fall  at  the  footftool  of  his  mercy  with  pro- 
found  humility.  This  is^the  ad  of  repentance  lb 
pathetically  expreffed  in  the  fifty-firft  pfalm.  Have 
mercy  upon  me  0  Gody  according  to  thy  loving-kindnefs^ 
according  to  the  multitudes  of  thy  tender  mercies^  blot 
out  my  sranfgrejfions.  Wajh  me  thoroughly  from  mine 
iniquity  J  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  Jin.  For  lacknow^ 
ledge  my  tranfgrejions^  and  my  Jin  is  ever  before  me. 
Againjt  thee  J  thee  only  have  I  finned^  and  done  this 
evil  in  tbyjight.  ( i)     This  is  the  repentance,  which 

the 

(i)  Againftthtif  theeovLr,  fhlfe,  and  neither  can  be  in- 

lave  I  finned.     It  is  a  ridicu-  tended  in  the  text.     Kimchi, 

,  lous   fenle    of  this    paflage,  and  after  him  feveral  ch/iftiaa 

which  fome  have  given.Kings,  expofitors  take  the  words  to 

fay  they,  when  they  lin,  fin  fignify.  Thou,  O  God,  only 

only    againd  GW,    and  are  inaivefi  my  guilt    in    thefe 

acccuntahU     only    to     him.  tranfadions;    no    mortal    is 

Both  (hefe  propofitions  are  able  to  prove  ic— -Calovius, 

and 
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the  church,  afraid  of  the  anger  of  God,  cxpre/les 
in  the  fixty-fourth  of  Ifaiah.  Pf^e  are  all  as  an  un^ 
clean  tbinfr^  and  all  our  rigbucufn^Jfes  are  as  filthy  rags^ 
and  we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf^  and  our  iniquities  like  the 
wind  have  taken  u^s  away  ;  and  there  is  none  that  call- 
eth  upon  thy  name^  that  Jlirreth  up  himfelfto  take  bold 
of  thee  \  for  thou  baft  bid  thy  face  from  us^  and  bat 
confumed  us  becaufe  of  our  iniquities.  (2)  This  is  the 
repentance,  which  Jefus  Chrift  propofcs  to  us  ia 

the 


and  others  fay,  Againft  thee 
chiefly  have  I  finned.  I  have 
injured  Uriah,  and  am  guilty 
on  that  account :  but,  great 
as  that  crime  may  be,  it  is 
not  equal  in  enormity  to  the 
crime,  that  1  have  committed 
againft  thee,  *'  From  this 
topick,  lays  Mr.  Henry,  Jo- 
fcph  fetched  the  great  argu- 
ment again  ft  fin.  Gen.  xxxix. 
9.  and  David  here  the  great 
aggra'vathjn  of  it.** 
*  Henry  on  the  place. 

(2)  The  church  expreffelh 
repentance  in  the  Jixty -fourth  of 
l/aiah.  This  chapter  feems 
to  be  a  prophetical  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  the  Jews 
after  the  deftruaion  of  Jeru- 
falem.  The  prophet  fpeaks 
of  a  time,  when  the  metro- 
polis, the  other  cities,  the 
temple,  and  all  their  p  leaf  ant 
things  <ivere  laid 'vjajte.  v.  lO. 
1 1. -Alt  was  after  God  had 
revealed  by  his  fpirit  what 
men  had  not  perceived  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  world, 
ver.  4.  I  Cor.  ii.  9. — The 
prophet  perfonates  the  bulk 
of  his  countrymen  at  the  time 


forefeen.  None  calletb  ar/i« 
thy  namey  none  (iirreth  up  him" 
f elf  to  take  hoUofthee,  ver.  7. 
and  therefore  njoe  are  all,  the 
whole  nation,  a  few  individu- 
als excepted,  are  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  leper,  and  all  our 
pharifees  and  fcribes,  and 
pretended  good  men,  are  in 
the  fiate  of  menftroous  wo* 
men,  we  are  in  the  ftate  of  a 
tree  in  autumn,  and  the  po- 
nifhment  of  our  iniquities 
hath  taken  us  away ;  we  are 
excluded  our  religious  privi- 
leges, and  expofed  to  endlefs 
maladies.  Immundus,  ut  le- 
profus,  feperatus  a  confortio 
hominum  et  Dei. — Jufiiti^ 
noflr/e.  Ego  de  perfonis  por 
tius  quani  de  adibus  locum 
inteliigo.  Micah  vi,  9.  Wif- 
dom,  that  is^  the  man  of  wif* 
dom,  &c.  Prov,  xiv.  i. 
Foolifhnefs,  that  is,  the  fool- 
ifh  <v:oman.  Pfal.  cxx.  7.  I 
peace,  that  is,  I  am  a  man  of 
peace,  &c.  This  form  of 
fpcaking  is  equal  to  a  fupcr- 
lative,  extremely  foolifh,  excef^ 
fiiitly  wicked,  &c. 

^oli  Sjn9pf. 
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the  cxajpple  of  the  prodigal  fon,  in  thefe  tender 
words  of  confcflion,  Father !    I  have  finned  againfi 
heaven  and  before  tbeey  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  thy  fon.     If  our  repentance  brings  us  to  the 
foot  of  God*s  tribunal,  let  it  bring  us  there  pro- 
foundly humbled ;  for  God  refiftelh  the  proud^  but 
giveth  grace  to  the  humlle.  (3)    L9t  it  bring  us 
there  deeply  affeded^  for  a  carelcfs  repentance  is 
a  treacherous  rcpentance^g^etraying  confcience  by 
its  fears,  which  are  not  only  inefFcdual,  but  even 
pernicious  :  juft  as  the  uncertain  cnfes  of  difcafes 
weaken   inftead  of  relieving  nature.     As  our  re- 
pentance, however  finccre,  avails  nothing  without 
a  propitiatory  facrifice  for  fin,  let  uskdd  a  holy 
and  fervent  recourfe  to  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  to  the  fatisfadtion,  which  he  prefcnted  to  God 
the  father  on  the  crofs.     This  is  the  faith,  which 
is  fo  often  recommended  to  us  in  fcripture,  and  to 
which  the  gofpel  is  not  afraid  of  joining  the  pro- 
mifes  of  eternal  life.     If  any  ntanfin  (lays  St.  Johp) 
we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father^  Jefus  Chrtft  the 
rigbteouSi  and  be  is  the  propitiation  for  ourfim.     We 

are 


(3)  Godrefifteth  the  proud. 
James  iv.  6.  This  is  part  of 
a  difficult  period  of  fcriptare^ 
concerning  which  Mr.  Claude 
^ave  his  judgment  in  a  letter 
to  a  lady,  who  had  required 
it.  /**  There  are,  fays  he, 
two  difficulties  in  this  pafTage. 
The  firll  is,  it  is  a  feeming 
^u9tation  in  the  fifth  verfe. 
But  there  is  no  particular 
quotation  at  all ;  S;  James 
only  (peaks  the  general  fenfe 
of  fcripture;  and  the  words 
ivould  be  clearer  read  thus, 
verfe  4*  Ye  adulterers,  and 
adult Aifes,  know  ye  not  that 


the  friendfhip  of  the  world  is 
enmity  againft  God?  Who- 
foever  therefore  will  be  a 
friend  of  the  world  becomes 
an  enemy  of  God.  Do  ye 
think,  the  fcripture  fpeaketh 
in  vain  ? — verfe  5,  The  fpU 
rit,  that  dwelleth  in  us,  ftriv- 
eth  againfi  envy^ — verfe  6. 
But  he  giveth  more  grace,  &c. 
— The  other  difficulty  is  the 
connexion  of  the  fihh.  verfe 
with  the  preceding  verfcs  : 
but  this  is  difficult  only  to 
inattentive  readers,"  &c. 
Otwurespoftbum*  Let.  9.  ^.v* 
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are  Jujtified  freely  ^fays  St.  Paul)  iy  Gotts  grace 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chri/i  JefuSy  whom 
God  hath  fet  forth  tote  a  propitiation  through^ faith 
in  his  blood.  Through  this  redeemer  God  will  be 
reconciled  to  us,  and  we  fhall  find  grace  in  his 
fight,  when  we  prcfent  ourfelves  before  him  in 
communion  with  this  great  Saviour;  iot  there  is  no 
other  name  given  among  men  whereby  we  can  befavedj 
his  blcod  alone  cleanfetb0rom  all  Jin.  What  joy» 
my  brethren  !  to  wafti  m  this  myftical  Jordan ! 
how  haj^py  Ihall  we  be,  if  we  can  lay  our  hands 
on  the  head  of  this  holy  viftim,  that  in  charging 
him  we  may  difcharge  ourfelves  of  all  our  crimes. 
Come  unto  ^e  (fays  he)  all  ye  that  labour j  and  are 
Jreavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  reji. 

As  this  peace  with  God  is  not  made  in  a  mo- 
ment, there  muft  be  great  efforts  to  bring  our 
hearts  into  a  ftate  proper  for  fuch  a  reconciliation. 
Having,  then,  as  well  as  we  are  able,  colieftcd 
our  own  fins  before^ureyes,  let  us  make  fome  re- 
flections on  the  horrors  of  them.  And  jfr/?,  let  us 
well  examine  what  we  are  by  nature  compared  with 
x\it great  God,  A  little  handful  of  duft  and  alhcs, 
a  little  earth  kneaded  together  with  blood,  mifera* 
ble  little  worms,  a  leaf  carried  away  with  the  wind, 
a  vapour  which  the  fun  exhales  and  diffipatcs*  Arc 
we  not  in  comparifon  of  God  infinitely  lefs  than  a 
drop  of  water  to  the  ocean,  or  a  grain  of  fand  to 
the  whole  univerfe.  We  have  a^ftitureof  fiveorfix 
feet,  a  fubfiftence  ia  the  world  of  a  tew  years, 
a  life  full  of  infirmities,  a  death  perhaps  fud- 
den,  but  however  fo  certain  that  neither  realbn 
nor  obfervation  can  have  the  lead  doubt  about  it: 
and  yet  altogether  miferable  as  we  are,  mifery  and 
nothingncfs  itfclf,  we  have  dartd,  or  rather  wc 
have  inccfTantly  prefumed  to  offend  and  infuft  the 
^  i[ifinitf 
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(3^9)^ 
Jrtflnije  majefty  of  our  Creator  and  Lord !  this  vain 
fliadow  vauncs  itfelf  againft  the  fun !  this  drop  of 
watcrxontcnds  with  the  ocean  !  and  this  ridiculous 
grain  of  fand  proudly  elevates  itfelf  againft  the 
creator  of  the  univerfe !  Tell  me,  I  intreat  you, 
is  there  the  leaft  fpark  of  rcafon  in  all  this  ?  Are 
we  not  always  fools  when  we  offend  God  ?  ^s  ic 
poflible  to  conceive  a  blindnefs  equal  to  ours,  when 
fuch  mean  vile  creatures  ^we  dare  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  Lord  of  all  ?  (4) 

2.  Docs  not  our  blindnefs  appear  yet  more 
ftrange  if  to  this  we  add  the  power  of  the  God, 
whom  we  offend  ?  I  affirm,  it  would  ^ folly  and 
fkupidity  to  rebel  againft  him  in  confid^^tion  only 
of  his  infinite  majefty,  compared  with  our  nothing- 
nefs :  yet  if  our  offences  could  pafs  off  with  im- 
punity, if  our  meannefs  could  fecure  us  from  the 
ftrok(|^  of  his  vengeance,  our  folly,  however  great, 
would  only  be  coniiderable  in  itfelf,  and  not  in  its 
conlequences ;  we  fhould  fin  fgainft  the  general 
dictates  of  right  reafon :  but  we  fhould  do  nothing 
contrary  to  the  particular  voice  of  prudence,  Buc 
it  is  far  otherwise  -,  for  the  God  we  offend  is  arbiter 
of  the  death  and  life  of  all  mankind,  the  fole  dif- 
penfer  of  adverfity  and  profpcrity,  all  creatures 
are  under  the  laws  of  his  providence,  as  a  great 
army,  which  marches  by  his  orders,  and  obeys  all 
iiis  commands;  he  has  eternal  prifons  for  the 
punifiiment  of  his  adverfaries;    he  has  dreadful 

Vol.  II.  3  A  cxecu- 

(4)  This  grain  of  fand  eU^  with  the  majifiy  of  the  of- 

n/ates  itfelf  againft  the  creator  fended.     An  excellent  point 

cftbeuni'uer/e,    Mr.  Claude's  ofview^purely  fcriptural^and 

deiign  is  to  aggravate  £n,  09  highly  adapted  to  ihake  the 

rather  ip  expoje  its  aggrava-  confcience,   and   awake  the 

cion.    He  therefore  contrails  criminal.     See  Job  xzxviii* 

Che  meannefs  of  the  offender  xjueix.  xL  a^ 
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executioners  of  his  juftice,  to  whom  he  iflucs  his 
orders,  and  into  whofe  hands  he  delivers  his  cri- 
minals, to  fuffer  fuch  vengeance  as  he  commands. 
All  creatures  follow  his  love  and  hatred,  all  live 
and  fmile  on  the  objcfts  of  his  favour,  all  frown 
at  and  deftroy  thofc,  who  incur  his  difpleafure. 
He  jUants,  he  plucks  up;  he  builds,  he  dcftroj's; 
he  kills,  he  makes  alivc^  he  raifes,  he  abafes  ;  he 
comforts,  he  affli£ts:  aM  all  the  deflinies  of  all 
creatures,  their  goods  and  their  evils,  from  the 
greatcft  to  the  fmalleft  things,  from  the  throne  to 
the  dunghill,  from  the  lofs  of  life  to  the  fall  of  one 
of  our  haijjL  all  depend  on  his  will.  What  wild- 
nefs  then  W  frequently  and  cruelly  to  ofiend  an 
almighty  God,  a  righteous  avenging  God,  who  will 
ftoi  jujiify  the  wicked^  who  will  not  hold  the  linoer 
guiUlefSy  and  who  has  protcfted,  the  wicked  fiall  not 
ft  and  in  the  judgment!  (5)  ^ 

3.  To  this  rcfleftion  another  may  be  added, 
which  will  much  ftntribute  to  difcover  the  enor- 
mity of  our  fins.  Confider  how  much  we  arc 
indebted  to  God  not  only  for  his  patience  hitherto, 
but  for  that  almoft  infinite  number  of  mercits^ 
which  he  has  afibrded  us,  and  particularly  for 
calling  us  to  the  profe£5on  of  the  gofpeL     I  own, 

our 

(5)  7tf  the  majefty  add  the  7.     N€Xt,  God  will  not  hold 

fowerof  God»     This  is  ano-  him  guiltU/s^   Exod.  xx.  7. 

therjuft  method  of  expofing  Lait,  God  JAs  proteHed  he 

the  turpitude  of  fin.     Omni-  fhall  not  ftand  in  the  jVdg- 

poteiice  employed  to    make  ment,  PlaJ,  i.  5.     See  Nk- 

a  finner  miferable,   what  a  hum  i.  where    the    prophet 

thought!     What  a  dreadful  makes  a  noble  ufe  ofthear* 

thought !    Mr.  Claude  places  gdment   taken    ff  om  divine 

three  paffagcs  in  the  clofe  of  fower.     Jehtwah  u  moi  in 

this  period  in  beai.tiful  gra-  foiver,  and  tvill  net  dmall m- 

dation.     Firil,  God  will  not  ^uit  the  wicktd.     Vcr,  3. 


jttfii/j  chewicked^xo^xiii. 
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our  a(5lions  would  be  very  puniihable  by  the  law 
of  God,  for  God  has  given  it  to  us,  he  has  natu- 
rally engraven  it  on  our  hearts,  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  follow  and  obey  it :  but  muft  it  not  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  we  are  infinitely  more  worthy  of  pu- 
nifliment,  when  to  the  voice  of  his  law  he  has  added 
that  of  his  divine  patience  waiting  long  f^r  our 
repentance?  (  6)  Wha^Jias  prevented  the  Lord's 
executing  his  great  vengeance  on  us  ?  Why  were  we 
not  deftroyed  the  firft  moment  we  offended  him  ? 
What  then  fliall  we  fay,  when  this  patience  ihall 
reckon  the  days,  months  and  years  of  its  exercife 
towards  us  ?  What  fliall  we  have  to  *afwer  whea 
it  fliall  accufe  us,  that  inftead  of  employing  thefe 
days,  months,  and  years  to  our  converfion  and 
fanftification,  we  have  made  no  other  ufe  of  them 
.than  to  incrcafe  the  number  of  our  fins?  But 
whdl  will  become  of  us  when,  after  the  voice  of  the 
law,  and  the  complaints  of  patience,  we  fliall  find 
the  favours  and  mercies  of  G^'  rife  up  againfl:  us 
one  after  another,  and  all  together  join  in  a  thoU- 
fand  reproaches  of  our  ingratitude  ?  It  would  be 
3  A  2  enough 

(6)  Diwne  patience mfaitetb  written  on  principles  of  me« 

fir  our  repentance*     Some  mi-  taphyfical  accuracy  :  but  they 

nifters  have  been  flow  to  ufe  fpeak    after   the  manner  of 

this  topick,  left  they  fhould  men^  according  to  general  ap* 

injure  the  doctrine  of  irrefift-  pnearance  and     popular  no- 

ible  grace.  Wewouldbegat-  tions.     Thirdly,  We  hazard 

tention  to  the  following  fads,  nothing  when  we  follow  in- 

Firft,  it  is  certain,  the  infpired  fpired  guides :  we  rifque  eve- 
writers,  whofe  orthodoxy  can-  *  ry  thing  when  we  make  un- 

not  be  doubted,  ufed  this  ftyle.  known  purpofes  rules  of  ac« 

^helottg'/ufferingofGodnnait'  tion.    This  argument,  taken 

ed  in  the  days  of  hioab,  I  Brt.  from  divine  patience,  is  a  moft 

iii.  ^     The  Lord  will  wait  affecting  one,  and  has  bcea 

that  »e  may  be  gracious.    Ifa«  applied  to  the  nobleft  ufes  by 


XXX.  1 8.   Secondly,  It  is  cer-    minUtcr^ 
(ain«  the  fcriptures  are  no(        ^ 
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enough  for  each  crime  to  appear  m  its  own  turpi* 
tude,  it  would  be  enough  for  all  our  fins  together 
to  appear  in  that  horror,  which  their  number  gives 
them:  but  what  muft  we  fay  when  there  are  a 
thoufand  fins  in  one  -,  I  mean  when  each  fin  is  in- 
finite in  its  nature  ?  Befides  our  rebellions  againft 
the  frf^reme  authority  of  God,  befides  our  extreme 
obfiiinacy  and  hardnefs  Mainfl:  his  patience,  each 
fin  is  a  particular  outrage  againil  all  the  favours 
we  have  received  of  God :  and  as  his  favours  have 
been  infinite,  fo  each  of  Qur  fins  has  contained  an 
infinite  number  of  outrages  againft  the  Lord.  (7) 

Thcfe  ti|^cc  reflcftions  may  be  followed  by  a 
fourth,  on  the  indifpenfible  neceflity  of  a  lively 
and  profound  repentance  to  reconcile  us  to  God. 
Let  us  not  flatter  ourfelves,  the  God  we  adore  can 
never  renounce  his'holinefs.  The  love  of  good, 
and  hatred  of  evil,  are  as  natural  and  eflenfl^  as 
^his  omnipotcjice  and  infinity.  Yet  muft  God  re- 
nounce his  holinefA*  he  receive  us  into  his  favour 
without  our  renouncing  fin.    He  would  have  com- 

munioQ 


(7)  Sin  is  infinite  in  its  na^ 
iure.  To  the  infinue  guilt  of 
iin  ereat  objediions  have  been 
made  by  many  divines :  but 
noobje^ion,  furely,  can  lie 
again  11  the  expreiHon  taken  in 
the  fober  fenfeof  our  author. 
Three  words  fhall  fuffice.  i. 
By  the  word  infiniu  Mr. 
Claude  means  innumerable. 
2.  He  affirms,  tw^ry  offence 
committed  againft  God>  ia 
committed  againft  innumera- 
hlt/a'vours  beftowed  on  God's 
part,  each  of  which  is  a  rea- 
son of  obedience.  3.  He  ar- 
{uaj  Suppofe  a  mux  ^dony 


years  of  age  to  have  received 
a  hundred  thoufand  millions 
of  favours  from  God,  one 
fin  againft  God  includes  a 
hundred  thoufand  millions  of 
a£is  of  ingratitude  ;  and,  if  he 
have  received  innumerable  fa- 
vours, each  £n  contains  in- 
numerable ads  of  iogratitude. 
If  to  this  we  add,  that  each 
.  excellence  in  God  is  a  reafoa 
of^obedience,  that  his  excel- 
knciet  are  innumerable,  and 
tiiat  fin  is  againft  all  his  ek- 
ccllenciei,  v^o  can  Any  the 
sx^iQ^offinl 
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munion  with  fin  if  he  had  communion  with  impe- 
nitent finners.  It  is  then  as  impoflible  to  unite 
ourfclvcs  to  God  without  repentance,  as  it  is  to 
unite  life  and  death,  light  and  darknefs ;  as  impof- 
fible  as  for  God  to  deny  himfelf,  or  to  ccafc  to  be; 
Neither  let  us  flatter  ourfelves  about  the*  quality 
of  this  repentance,  for  it  is  not  a  cold  and  carclefs 
repentance,  it  is  not  that,  which  confifts  in  words 
only,  it  is  not  that,  which  pafles  lightly  through  the 
mind,  and  which  hardly  touches  the  heart,  God 
requires  a  penitence,  which  pervades  all  the  powers 
of  the  foul,  which  penetrates  to  the  bottom  of 
them  all,  which  produces  fighs,  tears,  and  re- 
grets, which  is  accompanied  with  a  m^ely  grief,  a 
bitter  fadnefs,  not  only  for  having  cxpofed  our- 
felves to  punifhment,  but  alfo  for  having  offended 
the  Lord,  and  fo  drawn  down  upon  ourfelves  his 
juft  indignation.  In  one  word,  an  habitual  and 
powerful  repentance,  which  breaks  the  mind  and 
rends  the  heart,  keeps  us  a  Iq^g  time  in  that  ftate, 
and  empowers  us  fincerely  to  return  to  rightcouf- 
nefs  and  holinefs.  (8) 


(8)  Repentance  muft  be  ha^ 
lituaL  How  rational  and 
fcriptural  h  this  kind  of 
repentance,  and  how  much 
to  advantage  the  reformed 
churches  appear^  when  the 
repentance  pre fcribed  in  them 
is  contrafted  with  the  confef- 
fions,  and  pen  nances,  that  are 
prefcribed  in  the  church  of 
Rome !  The  following  is  a 
form  ufed  by  our  anceftors  in 
the  reign  of  King  Edgar,  a« 
bout  the  year  967,  the  Saxon 
mannicript  of  which  is  in 
^ene't  college,  Cambridge. 

"  Lugenti    animo  parni- 


To 

tens  confeilionem  faam  fao 
confefTario  huroillime  referat; 
et  conquinifcens  dicat  fup« 
pliciter  in  hunc  nu>dum. 

•'  Confiteor  Deo  omnipo* 
tenti  et  confefTario  meoipi- 
ritnali  medico  omnia  peccata^ 
quae  malorum  fpirituum  ia- 
quinamento  unquam  perpe* 
travi;  five  in  fa6lo,  £ve  in 
cogitatione  ;  five  cum  maf- 
culis,  five  cum  faeminis;  ali- 
ave  creatura,  five  fecundom 
naturam^  five  contra  natu- 
ram* 

**  Confiteor  engluviem  ci- 
boram  |C  mane  ec  veipeii. 
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To  incline  you  more  cfFcftualljr  to  this  repent- 
ance, let  us  (1  befcech  you)  lift  up  our  eyes  to  the 

mercy 

Confiteor  me  horns  mcas  ca- 
non icas  fscpius  negrexi&,  fse. 
piufque  pejerans  Domai  vi- 
taniy  et  nomen  ejus  in  van  am 
accepifi'e. 

"  RogoecobteftorDominDm 
meum  pro  his  omnibus  re- 
niifilonem»  utin  me  nunqnam 
ex  infidiis  pratvaleat  Diabo- 
lus>  ne  forte  moriar  abfque 
confeflione,  ct  peccacorum 
meorum  emend atione,  ficoc 
hodie  confefias  fum  omnia 
mea  peccata  coram  Domioa 
noRro  Salvatore  Chrifto,  qui 
coelum  et  terram  moderator 
et  coram  facro  iHo  aitari,  et 
reliquiis  iSds,  et  coram  con- 
feiTario  meo,  et  domini  milTali 
facerdote;  et  iicut  param  e- 
di£ti'et  veracem  conf efnonem, 
et  prompti  fum  animi  com- 
gere  omnia  peccata  mea^et 
qua  poflim  fedulitate  ea  fern- 
per  poftea  declinare. 

•'  Et  tu  Jefu  Chrifte  Sal- 
vator  roii-mifere  animae  mes, 
et  remitte  precor,  deletoqne 
peccata  mea,  et  tranfgrefi- 
ones  roeaSy  quae  vel  oHm»  vel 
recentius  unquam  perpetrari^ 
et  ducas  me  in  fublime  reg- 
num  tuum,  ut  illic  verier 
cum  eledlis  et  fandis  tois  abf- 
que fine,  et  in  aeternDin. 
Nunc  et  tebumiliter  obfecro, 
Sacerdos  Domini,  ut  tu  mihi 
teilisiis  indiejudicii,  m  nnl- 
1am  in  me  poteftatem  habeac 
Diabolus^  et  uc  ta  apud  Do- 
minam 


Confiteor  omnimodam  avari- 
tiam,  et  invidiam,  et  detrac- 
tationem,  et  bilingue  vitium, 
mendacicatem,  et  inanem  jac- 
tantiam,  et  vaniloquium,  pro- 
digalitatem  impiani,  ct  cujus- 
que  generis  faftum,  quieffrse- 
Bato  huic  corpori  meo  ali- 
qualiteracciderit.  Confiteor 
me  frequcniius  fuiffe  pcccati 
authorem,  p^cati  fautprem, 
peccati  con  (Rum,  ct  peccati 

-dodorcm. 

«'  Confiteor  animo  meo 
perpetratum  homicidium,per- 
juria,  fedicjoncm,  fuperbiam, 
et  negleftum  prcceptorum 
Dei.  Confiteor  omnia,  quae  o- 
cuHs  unquam  vidcrim  vel  con- 
cupifcendo,  vel  vituperando 
indebite;  etiam  omnia,  quse 
vel  auribus  audiverim  vana  et 
fuperflua,  vel  ore  meo  locutus 
fuerim. 

"  Confiteor  etiam  corpoiis 

.  mei  peccata  omnia,  cutis,  car- 
nis,  ofilum,  et  nervorum,  re- 

.  sum,  et  carttlaginum,    lin- 

.  guae^  et  labiorum,  fauciuni, 
dentium,  ec  cxfariei,  medul- 

.  Ik,  et  rei  cujufque  alterius, 
quae  vel  mollis  ed,  vel  dura, 
humida,  vel  ficca. 

*'  Confiteor  baptifmum 
tneum  me  pejus  obfervafle 
ouam  Domiiro  meo  fum  pol- 

.  licitus,profeifionem-q.ue,  qua 
teneblr  in  Dei  et  fandorum 

-  fuorUm  laudem  cufiodire,  et 

, .  in  niei  ipfius  falatem  ^ternam. 
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mercy  of  God,  and  to  the  blood  of  the  covenant,. 
which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  Ihed  for  us.  Let  us  not 
imagine,  while  we  feel  rcmorfe  for  fin,  that  there 
is  no  balm  in  Gileadj  no  confolation  in  God  :  (9) 

doubdcfs 


minum  mihi  fis  caufidicus,  ut 
peccata  mca,  ct  tranfgreffio- 
nes  commiAas  corngam,  et  ab 
ejtifinodi  aliis  commitcendis 
dcfiftam.  Ad  hoc  prasftan- 
dum  adjavet  me  Dominas 
ilk,  qui  vivit  ct  regnat  abfquc 
termino  in  aeternum.  A- 
men.'*  Spelman,  ComiL  De- 
cret»  ^c*  Ecclef^  Bi\t,  Caaones 
dat.fub  Edgar 0  Rege,  /  459. 
Habitual  repentance,  Mr* 
Claude  does  not  mean  to  limit 
the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  Pfal. 
Ixxviii.  41.  and  to  make  a 
given  length  of  timeefl'ential 
to  true  repentance :  but  he  in- 
tends to  inculcate  the  ncccifity 
of  continued  adls  of  piety. 
To  hear  fome  fpeak  of  con- 
verfion,  one  would  fuppofe,  it 
began  in  convidion  of  (In, 
which  laAcd  a  few  days,  or 
weeks,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
an  ajfurance  of  falvation-,  in 
which  the  convert  is  bound 
to  continue,  happen  what 
will,  the  remaining  part  of 
his  life.  Faith,  in  this  cafe, 
coniifts  in  believing  you  ihall 
be  faved,  and  to  quelUon  this 
is  unbelief,  the  gi  cat,  yea  the 
only  fm.  On  the  contrary, 
faith  is  the  belief  of  a  truth, 
2  Theff.  ii.  13.  and  repent- 
ance is  forrow  for  fin.  Belief 
grows  with   increafing  evi« 


dence,  and  repentance  is  re- 
peated Avith  the  repetition  of 
fin.  Repeated  ads  conlUtute 
a  habit,  and  thus  repentance 
becomes  habitual. 

(9)  Balm  in  Gilead,  Jer. 
vii.  22.  Gum— rofin— balfam 
—turpentine,  &c.  This  text 
is  one  of  thole,  which  afford 
a  rich  variety  of  matter,  con- 
vertible to  various  purpofes, 
according  to  the  genius  and 
prudence  of  the  preacher. 
Were  a  miniHer  preaching  oa 
a  Lord's-cay  during  a  fair, 
or  to  a  trading  company,  or 
a  fadory,  where  wouid  be  the 
impropriety 'of  his  taking  the 
literal  meaning?  His  dif- 
courfe  would  turn  rn  ihe  xr^z- 
tural  advantages  of  Judea— 
on  their  artificial  improve- 
ments—on the  advantages 
which  they  deri'ved  from  cpm- 
merce,  and  on  thofe  whicli 
they  communicated  to  other  na- 
tions—on the  influence  of 
their  religion  on  trade,  as  con- 
taining the  whole  clafs  of 
trade  virtues  in  their  fyllem 
of  morality  —  from  all  thefc 
h» would  derive  arguments  iu 
proof  of  thetrutii  of  revelation 
agaiiiit  infideh,  and  exhorta- 
tions to  believers  to  imitate 
and  excel  the  Jews,  &c. 

The  fame  text  on  a  fail- day 
might  ' 
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doubtlefs  there  is,  and  were  we  fuch  as  wc  ought, 
we  might  come  with  boldnefs  to  tbe  throne  of  grace^ 
and  be  affured  of  obtaining  mercy  and  of  fining 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.  Come  nowy  fays  God 
by  the  prophet,  let  us  reafon  together^  though  jowr 
fins  be  as  f carle t  tb^fhall  be  as  white  as  fnoWj  shougb 
they  be  red  like  crimfon  they  Jhall  be  as  wool.  And 
again.  Have  I  any  pleafure  at  all  that  tbe  xvicked 
Jhould  die^  faith  tbe  Lord  God,  and  not  that  befijould 
return  from  bis  ways  and  live  ?  This  is  the  perpe- 
tual language  of  the  gofpcl,  this  is  the  voice  of 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  thefe  promifes  declare  the  rc- 
iniffion  of  our  fins,  and  the  blood  of  Jcfus  Chrift 
purifies  our  confciences  from  dead  works.  Let  us 
then  go  with  faith  and  hope  to  the  propitiatory^ 
which  God  in  all  ages  ordained,  (i)    Let  us  go 

with 


might  be  coniidered  in  con- 
jiedlion  with  the  context*  Is 
there  no  hope  of  national 
profperity  in  luch  and  fuch  a 
cafe  ?  No.  Should  your  vices 
bring  on  fuch  a  time  as  that 
defcribed  in  this  chapter,  your 
cafe  would  be  irremediable. 
Now  then  prevent  it,  &c. 
Here  this  fermon  would  turn 
on  national  vices,  and  divine 
temporal  punifhments. 

The  fame  paifage  has  been 
often  difcuffed  in  the  fenfe  of 
Mr.  Claude.  Is  there  no  re- 
lief for  a  guilty  confcience  f 
There  is  none  in  the  worlA. 
Is  there  any  in  the  church  ? 
Yes.  The  death  of  Chrift  is 
the  balm,  the  Spirit  is  the 
phyfician,  the  bible  is  the  pre- 
Icription.  Thefe  familiar  im* 


ages  facilitate  the  undcrftand- 
ing  of  the  fubjed,  and  for 
this  reafon  many  minifters  de- 
light to  preach  Chrift  by  cextt 
of  thb  kind. 

( I )  Let  us  go  to  tie  profit  U" 
toty,  Rom.  iii.  25.  So  many 
expofitors.  read  the  word. 
The  fenfe  feems  to  be  con- 
tained in  one  or  other  of  thefe 
propofitions.  God  hath/#r/- 
ordained  Chrift  a  profit tatir 
^^God  hath /oretold  the  pro- 
pitiation of  Chrift — God  hath 
furrjhe<wed  Chrift  in  the  Mo- 
faical  propitiatorj,  or  mercy- 
feat. 

*'  WhomGodhath  appointti 
to  he  a  propitiation  .  .  Jm- 
a  demonji ration  of  bis  rigb^ 
teoufnefs:*  So  Worjieys  Ne^ 
Te/fament  tends  it. 

'*  ^Tioa 
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with  humility  to  the  grace,  which  calls  us.  Let 
us  be  reconciled  to  a  God,  who  only  feeks  to  do  us 
good.  We  have  livrcd  long  enough  under  difgrace^ 
let  us  try  to  recover  his  peace,  and  with  his  peace 
the  tranquillity  and  joy,  which  we  have  loft.  Is  ic 
any  pleafurc  to  thofe,  who  defire  to  work  out  their 
falvation,  to  live  a  little  longer  at  war  with  God  ? 
Are  not  the  days  of  his  anger  days  of  defolatioa 
and  mourning  for  us  ?  Let  us  then  feek  his  face 
and  his  favour,  let  us  a(k  his  blefling.  My  heart 
faid  of  tbecy  Seek  my  face.  I  will  feek  thy  face^  O 
Lord.  (2) 

O! 


''  Whom  God  hath  fct 
forth  to  be  an  atonement,  as 
a  facrifice  for  fin,  and  the 
price  of  our  redemption,  to 
declare  his  jafticein  overlook- 
ing for  fo  many  ages  the  iins 
of  mankind.*'  So  AJam  ex* 
pounds  It.^-'Parafb.  on  xi. 
€bapters  of  Romans » 

(2)  Seek  my  face.  Pf.  xxvii, 
8.  Our  tranflation  interpo* 
lates.  When  thou  saidst. 
Seek  ye  mj  face  I  my  heart  faid 
unto  thee.  Thy  face  Lord  nuilll 
feek.  The  French  more  lite- 
ral •  Mon  cceur  me  dit  de  far 
ioi,  CberchiMafaee,  Jecher* 
therdi  taface  O  Etemii.  The 
Latin  and  Greek  bibles  tranf- 
late  in  much  the  fame  man- 
ner. The  former,  Tibi  dixit 
€or  meum,  quaritefaciemmeami 
faciem  tuam  domine  qu^tram. 
The  latter,  0-01  itfrfir  n  Nap^ia 
fMv,  tec.  The  literal  mean- 
ing of  the  Hebrew  feems  to 
be,  MybeartfaiJtOf  or  con^fm* 

VoimIL 


ing  thee.  Seek  my  face ;  Thy 
face,  O  Jehovah,  I  'will  feek. 
However,  Calvin's  comment 
juflifies  the  interpolation  in 
our  text.—**  In  diftione  n^ 
ambiguns  poteft  tK<t  fenfus. 
Tantundem  Hebneis  valet  ac 
Latinis,  tibi.  Sed  quia  litera 
fervilis  h  non  raro  pro  de  fu- 
mitur,  non  male  vertetur,  de 
te  dixit  cor  meum :  in  quam 
partem  major  pars  interpret 
turn  inclinat.  Mihitamen  (ut , 
ingenue  loquar)  magis  pro- 
batur,  notari  mutuum  pro- 
phetae  cum  Deo  coLLO(^i- 
Um.  Dixi  nuper  fieri  non 
poiTe  utquifquamfide  aiTurgat 
ad  deum  quaerendum,  donee 
ejus  invitatione  patefadus 
fuerit  aditus :  quemadmo- 
dum  etiam  alibi  oflendi  pro-* 
phetx  teftimonio,  dicam  Hits 
*vos  populus  mens  et  ills  njicijjsnt 
mi  hi,  tu  deus  nofter.  Zech .  xiii* 
9.  Jam  ergo  David  fe  hac 
clave  januam  fibi  ad  dennt 
3  B  quai* 
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O!  how  happy  Ihould  we   be^  my  brethren; 
could  we  fee  this  gracious  face  of  God^  in  which 
tlicre  is  ^fulnefs  of  j^^  as  the  prophet  fpeaks!  (3) 

Should 


Sdefendttin  foifle  apertam 
icit,  quia  veloti  Deo  fucci- 
nens,  promiflionem  hanc  in 
ihcdl«m  attulcrit,  et  ccrte 
atii  hac  prsetfuiite  (ymphoaia, 
nemo  imrocacionii  >chorttin 
dttcec.  Simul  ergo  ac  deiiin 
fe  liberalker  noBis  of  ere  audi- 
muj,  prompto  animo  refpon- 
idamaSjAmen:  Ejafquepro' 
miffiones  non  fecas  repute- 
mus  nobifcum,  ac  &  familia- 
ns  cunj  eo  nobis  fermo  efleu 
lea  nihil  opas  eft  anxium  arti- 
icium,  et  longaa  ambagea 
quaerere^^  quibus  fe  fideles  in 
jDei  gratiam  iniinuent,  quan- 
do  hKC  prsfatio  facilem  illk 
viam  fternit*  Quantumvis 
indigni  fimus  quos  excipias 
Domine,  mandatam  tamen 
tuum  quo  accedere  nos  jubes^ 
fatis  animi  nobis  factt.  Vox 
ergo  Dei  in  anitnis  ncflris, 
*nou  fecus  atquc  echo  in  con-^ 
cavis  locis,  refonare  debet,  ut 
ex  mutuo  confentu  emergat 
invocationis  fiducia,  &c.'*— 
Cal*v,  in  he* 

Our  Pool»  having  given 
many  opinions  of  others,  adds, 
**  The  paflage  is  imperfedl, 
and  Oiould  be  fupplied  thus. 
Thou  faidil.  Seek  my  face. 
My  heart  hath  revolved  this 
command  of  thine,  and  re< 
peaced  it  under  all  my  trials* 
J  have  made  it  the  rule  of  my 


paft  afbions,  and  it  u  tha 
ground  of  the  fotlowing  pniy« 
er.'^  See  a  fimilar  defeA, 
I  Kings3rx.  33,  34. 

(3)  There  isafuhefi  9f}eyt 
a$  tbi  fropbft  /peaks.  Chfi- 
ilian  preachers  differ  vtfr 
much  m  their  methods  of 
quoting  icripture  in  public. 
Some  always  name  chapter 
and  y^h ;  others  never.  It 
is  a  popular  notion*  that  the 
ottoting  of  chapter  and  verfii 
fully  proves  a  nunifter's  inti* 
mate  knowledge  of  fcriptiue. 
I  do  not  think  fo  ;  I  believe^ 
on  the  contrary*  if  it  prove 
any  thing,  it  proves  on  the 
other  fide.  Ajtmdeni  of  fcrip* 
tnre  does  not  Aifier  himfelf  to 
atund  to  the  figures,  they 
would  miikad  him,  divide  h^ 
attention,  and  break  the 
meanings  He  reads  on,  as 
the  authors  wrote,  and  par- 
fues,  as  we  fay*  the  thread  of 
chf  argament. 

Many  learned  aien  have 
juftly  lamented  the  preieat 
difpofition  of  the  fiiUe  into 
chapters  and  verfes.  "  There 
feem  to  me,  fays  one,  no  con* 
veniences  in  the  divifion  of 
the  facrcd  books  into  chapcers 
and  verfes,  that  can  balance 
the  inconvenience  and  piqo' 
dice  they  bring*  •  •  Th€ 
ft^Uoni  and  paufee  are  m* 
proper. 
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Should  wc  behold  it,  let  ys  not  imas;inc  we  are  tp 
(top  theres  the  work  then  would  be  but  half  done; 

wc 


proper.  •  •  The  argument 
IS  mangled  and  broke  off*.  •  p 
Tkere  ts  not  one  chapter  U 
the  New  Teftament^  tk^t  i^ 
Aot  faultily  divided.  •  •  « 
The  whole  frame  is  cramped 
and  disfigured  by  its  odd  dif- 
pofidoa  into  diapters  and 
Tcrjfca,"  &c.  In  proof  of 
lhis»  he  obferves^  That  A^ 
xxi.  concludes  with  a  comma 
—-that  the  ift  verfe  of  the  vii, 
chapter  of  the  2d  of  Coiin* 
dbian9  ought  DOC  co  have  been 
divided  from  the  hJk  verfes  of 
the  vi  chapter — thax  the  laft 
verfe  of  vii  of  S.  Jolin  ihould 
be  the  i  ft  of  the  viii.— ^c.  ice. 

M.f4w^  2.  cJ^af,  I. 

Robert  Stephens  formerly, 
Worflcy  and  others  lately, 
bave  endeavoured  to  remedy 
this  inconvenience  by  print- 
.ing  the  N«v  Teftanwnt  as  it 
was  written*  TJhe  utiiity  of 
this  method  is  manifeft. 

To  return  to  the  quota^^ 
tion  of  chapter  ukd  verfe.  It 
ihonld  feem,  in  urguaumta- 
tivf  pMaching  it  is  pnoper  to 
quote  texts  for  authority,  and 
to  name  chapter  and  verfe  ior 
the  auditors  to  look,  tarn 
dtram,  and  examine  lei£irely : 
but  in  mppUcatory  iiermonfi, 
as  in  this  of  Mr«  Claude,  it 
feemt  moft  eligible  to  urge 
plain  well  known  pofiages 
without  naming  the  places ; 


at  leaft,  we  have  obferved  the 
ableft  preachers  prefer  this 
method.  When  the  fame  dif. 
conr/es  are  printed,  it  mvf 
anfwer  ^  good  end  to  throw 
chapter  and  verie  into  the 
margin.  Figures  in  the  text 
disfigure  the  print,  and  en* 
cumber  ^e  reacier,  efpecialjy 
if,  in  reading  to  others,  he 
read  them. 

The  New  Teftament  wri- 
ters ttfe  various  methods.*^ 
Sometimes  in  particular,  ^t 
is  written  in  thc/e<ond  Pfalm* 
JiQs  xiii.  33.— Sometimes  in 
general,  Mo/u  faitbt  I  will 
provoke  you.  E/aias  faith ^ 
Lord,  who  hath  believed? 
B.o]»«  X.  19.  t6*  ^  God  Jmth 
in  Hofea,  Rom.  ix, — Some- 
times more  general,  //  iV 
*wri/ien,  I  have  made  thee  a 
father.  .  .  WhsLt/aitb  tJ^ 
BcHfturef  Rom.  iv.  17.  3. 
It  is  written  ih  the  Propkets^ 
Mark  i.  2.  The  JptftUs  of 
the  Lord  ^U  jimt  there  ihould 
be  mockers,  Jude  17,^0.  I 
have  heard  a  learned  able  mi« 
nifter  preach  an  excellent  bf'- 
anon,  which  with  g**A(  com- 
pofure  he  began  thus :  **  My 
text,  brethren,  is  in  the  book 
of  Pfalms.  I  have  forgot  both 
the  verfe  and  the  pfalm.  if 
I  recoiled  them  before  I  £niih 
my  difcourfe,  i  will  inform 
you.  I  take  pleafure  in  know- 
ing that  you  can  tell  where  to 
B  B  a  £Ad 
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vft  muft  ufc  all  pofliblc  means  to  prefcrve  an  ad- 
vantage fo  ineftimable.  In  order  to  work  out  our 
own  falvation  we  muft  indeed  be  reconciled  to 
God,  and  we  muft  alfo  ufe  means  to  maintain 


peace: 


for  the  one  without  the  other  would  be 


nothing.  To  preferve  this  advantage  then  three 
things  are  neceffary.  ift.  Our  faith  muft  be  kept 
and  increafed.  2d;  We  muft  live  a  holy  chriftiau 
life.  3d.  Repentance  muft  be  familiarized  •,  for, 
(fuch  is  our  mifery)  whatever  application  we  make 
to  holinefs,  we  fhall  always  be  committing  many 
fins.  I  grant,  thefe  three  things  are  not  barely 
the  praftice  of  one  day  •,  and  they  demand  much 
more  application  than  we  can  make  during  the  fev 
remaining  moments  of  this  exercife.  Let  us, 
however,  undcrftand  what  we  may  do  now,  with- 
out deferring  it  any  longer.  We  may  without 
delay  form  good,  and  holy  refolutioos.  (3) 

I.  In  regard  to  the  prcfervation  and  increafeof 
oxxrfaitb^  as  both  depend  on  the  frequent  reading 
of  holy  fcripture,  and  books  of  piety,  on  medi- 
tating 


.  find  them  better  than  I  can  at 
prefent.  The  words  are,  Tl&r 
Lord  God  iscA  fun  and  Jhield  : 
the  Lord  nuill  gi^e  grace  and 
glorj  :  no  good  thing  *wg/I  he 
^withhold from  them  that  tvalJt 
Mprightiy. 

(3)  ff^e  may  form  good  re/o- 
Inisons.  Some  minSers  ex- 
claim bitterly  againft  refola- 

.  tionsy  and  all  the  religion  of 
/ome  hearers  is  to  iit  and 
form  them.  Extremes  are  met 
with  twtry  where.  The  doc- 
trine of  refolutions  is  a  very 
plain  and  eafy  fubjefl.  Jt  is 
avvirtue  to  make  them,  and 


it  is  a  fin  to  break  them. 
Peter  was  not  to  blame  for 
refolving  to  live  and  die  with 
his  mafter:  his  fault  lay  in 
darting  from  his  engagement. 
It  was  a  virtue  in  David  to 
draw  up  a  plan  of  holy  liv- 
ing, before  he  came  to  the 
kingdom,  and  to  refolve  to 
realise  it.  Pfal.  ci.  Indeed, 
though  the  beft  may  break 
their  refdutions,  and  fall  very 
ihort  of  their  defigns:  yet 
they >  who  never  fo  moch  as 
refolve  to  do  well,  will  aflof* 
edly  fiever  i^^^  6u 
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tating  oh  the  divine  myfterics,  on  affiduity  in  relt* 
gious  cxcrcifcs,  on  attachment  to  prayer,  and  in 
fine  on  a  holy  remotencfs  from  worldjy  things,  as 
much  as  the  duties  of  civil  life  will  permit ;  let  us 
form  now  this  moment  the  defign  of  carefully  per- 
forming all  thefe  articles :  I  mean,  of  reading  the 
book  of  God,  of  ferioufly  meditating  on  its  con- 
tents, of  being  afliduous  and  attentive  in  publick 
aflemblies  of  worlhip,  of  praying  to  God  as  often 
as  polfible,  and  of  ihaking  off  as  much  as  cveif 
we  can  the  thoughts  and  occupations  of  this  pre- 
fcnt  life.     (4)  To  what  can  we  better  apply  our- 

feivcs 


(4)  Lit  us  read  the  bock  of 
God.  St.  Paul  gave  this  ad- 
vice to  Timothy,  Gi've  atten* 
4lance  to  reading*  i  Tim.  iv.  1 3. 
There  are  two  extremes.  Some 
i^ad  a  great  deal :  but  never 
Tneditate.  Aridippus  conii- 
dered  thefe,  very  properly,  as 

.great  eaters,  who  diged  no- 
thing.    Mr.  Claude  advifed 

.one  of  this  fort  to  read  nor 
thing  for  three  or  four  years, 
as  if  he  had  faid,  (adds  Bayle) 

)yotL  have  eaten  enough '^  nonudi- 
geft.      On   the   other   hand, 

•ibme  never  read.     This  is  ab- 

•iurd,  if  they  pfofcfs  a  'written 
religion. 

There   arc  four  principal 

•  methods  of  reading  the  holy 
fcriptures.  i«  It  is  adopted 
by  fome  as  a  proper  pare  of 
fri*vate   devotion.       Were  a 

.young  perfon  to  get  by  heart 
only  one  verfe,  a  part  of  this 
private  reading,  tv^i-^  night 
pr  morniog>  it  wp.uld  iniipven 


years  richly  furnUh  his  mind 
with  fcr jpt ure .  In  private  the 
fcripture  fhould  be  iludied* 
z, Family  reading  requires  fltill. 
Some  read  a  period  only  of 
/eight  or  ten  verfes.  Otheit 
fuch  a  period  with  ^n  expoii- 
tion,  as  Henry's,  Guyfe's, 
&c.  Others  read  a  chapter. 
Others  again  oblige  each  child, 
or  fervant,  to  read  one.  Cir- 
cumdances  determine  the  pro- 
priety of  each  mode  of  read- 
ing* 3*  ^^r/W  reading  is  pro- 
fitable. There  are,  in  many 
reading  focieties,  and  in  att 
private  meetings  for  prayer 
there  ought  to  be,  a  good  read* 
er  of  fcripture.  It  fornifhei 
ideas  and  exprcflions  to  plaia 
chriHians.  4.  Some  of  oar 
churches  read  the  fcripturcs 
in  public  worfhip  conftantiy^ 
others  on  churcA-meedng 
days,  faft-days,  and  other  cx- 
Xraordinary  times.  1  he  for-. 
mer  feems  to  me  not  only  a 
primitive ; 
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fclvcs  than  to  read  the  fcripturc,  that  htzrcvly 
book,  which  conuinsin  it  treafures  of  wii^om  and 
knowledge  ?  and  to  which  we  may  fay,  as  the  diCr 
ciples  to  the  Lord,  tbcu  bafi  the  words  of  etemd 
life.  How  can  we  cmjJloy  ourfelves  better,  whca 
alone  and  free,  than  in  converting  with  the  doc* 
trines  and  precepts  of  religion,  and  endeavouring 
to  know  and  comprehend  them  i  Wc  may  truly 
fay,  when  wc  apply  to  thefe  things,  we  arefaiisfd 
Hviib  the  marrow  of  GoiTs  boufe^  and  drink  of  the  river 
cf  bis  deligbts.  Where  can  we  be  happier  than  ia 
the  houfe  of  God,  when  we  have  opportunity  ?  Ia 
hearing  his  word,  in  finging  his  praifes,  in  a  par- 
ticipation of  the  facraments,  and  in  the  reft  of  the 
fervices  of  his  houfe  we  find  a  harveft  of  coofola- 
tion,  edification,  and  joy.  What  can  we  do  better 
when  in  our  houfes,  than  to  watch  againft  a  too 
itrong  attachment  to  worldly  things,  lince  the 
world  is  an  abyfs,  out  of  which,  when  wc  arc  once 
plunged,  we  cannot  eafily  get.  You  arc  not 
ignorant  how  difficult  it  is  to  take  care  and  ma- 
nage your  worldly  affairs  with  innocence :  but  if 
that  were  pofTible,  what  is  the  world  but  trouble 


and  torment  ?  (5) 


To 


primitive  i  but  an  apoftolical         {5)  Where-can^-t  ^ h^ur 
f>i  aaicc.  ^   Caufit  ibis  tpiftU  to    thmu  in  the  bnufe  of  C«/?  Tte 


h  read  in  the  church  rf  tht  general  negled  of  paWc  \ 

LMdiaans.     Co],  iv.   i6.     /  ihip  is  an  nffial  topick  of  ooffl- 

charge  you  that  this  MfiJiU  he  plaint.  MinifterfilaytheblaiK 

rtad  unto  all  tht  holy  brethren,  on  the  people,  the  people  on 

I  Thef.  V.  27.  When  our  au-  the  minifers.     Ptobably,  d* 

thor/s  rule  is  thus  obferved^  ^  blame  ought    to  be  divided 

people  ms^y  be  truly  faid  to  between  both.     The  true  fc- 

Dc  nourtjhcdup  in  the  words  of  cret  of  filling  a  place  of  wof 

faith,  and  of  good  do^rinf.    %  ihip  is  the  art  of  making  the 

Tim.  iv.  6.  {>]ace  a  ftAt  of  fkmfmre  nmA 

]iappinef» 
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To  thcfc  holy  refolutions»   let  us  add  othfrt, 
which  concern  hoUnels  of  life.    Let  us  now  this 

inilant 


liappinefs  to  the  people.  Some 
accencion  fhould  be  paid  to  the 
houfe,  thlit  hearers  may  hazard 
nothing  in  their  health.  Great 
heats    and    exceffire     colds, 
damps  and  dangerous  draughts 
of  air   Ihould  be  prevented* 
The  aflembly  ihould  be  Co  dif- 
pofcd  as  be  freed  from  the  in- 
commodioafn efs  of  crowding, 
and  from  the  folitary  pain  of 
being  placed  where  they  be- 
come   gazing   flocks.      The 
clatter  of  pattens,  pcw-open- 
ing,   the  clapping  of  doors, 
and    all    other   rude    noifes 
ihould  be  banifhcd«  The  wor- 
ihip  itfelf  fhould  be  focondufl- 
ed  as  to  interefl  all ;  zeal  and 
prudence  mud  dired  it.   The 
vile  tubs,  that  we  call  pulpits, 
which  bury  a  man  alive,  and 
betray  him  into   a  thoufand 
unnatural  geilures,  often  pro- 
broking  the  contempt  of  the 
people,  fhould  be  exchanged 
for  light,    low   and    decent 
roftrums.     Above  all,  the  mi- 
nifler,  who  ofHciates,  ihould 
excel   in  all   office-qualifica- 
tions, in  modeRy,  zeal,  hu- 
manity, energy,   and  fo  on. 
The  horrid  habit  of  fleeping- 
In  fome  is  a  fource  of  infinite 
pain  to  others,    and  damps, 
more  than  any  thing  elfe,  the 
vivacity  of  a  preacher.     Con* 
ilant  fleepers  are  public  nui- 
•iknces,  and  dcferve  to  be  whip- 


ped outof  a  religious  aflembly, 
to  which  they  are  a  con  flan  t 
difgracet      There   are   fome, 
who  have  regularly  attended 
a  place  of  worfhip  for  feven 
years  twice   a  day,    and  yet 
have  not  heard  one  whole  (ct' 
mon  in  all  the  time.      Thefe 
dreamers  are  aconflant  diftrefs 
to  their  preachers,  and,  could 
fober   reafoning    operate   on 
them,  th^y  would  foon  be  re* 
claimed.     In  regard  to  their 
health ;  would  any  but  a  flu- 
pid  man  choofe  fuch  a  place 
to  fleep  in  ?  In  refpe£l  to  their 
thara^er^  what  can  be  faid  for 
him,  who  in  his  fleep  makes 
mouths  and   wry  faces,  and 
exhibits  flrange  poflures,  and 
fome  times  fnorts,    flarts  and 
talks  in  his  fleep,    rendering 
himfelf  ridiculous  to  the  very 
children  in  the  place  ?  Where 
is  his  prudencfy  when  he  gives 
fuch  occafion  to  malicious  per- 
fons  to  fufpedl  him  of  glut- 
tony, drunlcennefs,    lazinefs, 
and  other  ufual  caufes  of  fleep- 
ing  in  the  day-time  ?  Where 
is  his  breeding?  He  ought  to 
refpeft  the  company  prefent  j 
what  an  offenfive  rudenefs  to 
fit    down    and   fleep    before 
them  I    Above  all,   where  is 
his  piety  and  fear  of  God  \ 
There  will  come  a  time  in 
the  exiflence  of  this  u  retched 
drone,  in  which  he  will  awake 
and 
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ififtaht  form  the  defign  of  never  doing  any  thing  till 
we  have  firft  confultcd  confcience,  to  know  what 
it  permits,  what  it  forbids,  and  what  it  ordains. 
I  fee  many  people*  who  appear  to  have  the  beft  in- 
tentions in  the  world,  who  would,  as  they  fay,  live 
holily,  and  who  for  that  purpofe  defire  particular 
rules,  precepts,  and  direftions.  I  approve  of 
thefe  defires :  but  this  we  fay  on  this  earoeft  rc- 
qucft  of  theirs  for  rules  and  precepts.  Confult  on 
every  aftion  the  light  and  precepts  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  follow  them  in  good  faith,  without  viola- 
ting, without  warping,  without  entangling  them 
with  foreign  views,  and  be  afTured,  you  will  find 
therein  the  beft  and  moft  certain  of  all  direftions. 
Let  us  refolve,  my  brethren,  to  acquit  ourfelves  the 
beft  that  we  can  of  all  our  duties  towards  God,  by 
a  conftant  prafticc  of  piety  ;  of  all  duties  of  jufticc 
and  love  towards  our  neighbour ;  and  of  all  the 
duties  of  fobriety  and  temperance,  that  we  may  do 
nothing  diihonourable  to  our  nature  or  calling, 
nothing  which  does  not  comport  with  our  heavenly 

original. 


and  find  the  Philillines  pu- 
aiftiing  the  idler,  who  was 
ihorn  in  his  flcep  I 

Minifters  have  tried  a  num- 
ber of  methods  to  rid  our  af- 
fem biles  of  this  odious  prac- 
tice. Some  have  reafoncd, 
fome  have  fpoke  loudtr,  fome 
have  .whifpered,  fome  have 
threatened  to  name  the  flccp- 
cr>  and  have  actually  named 
him,  fome  have  cried  fire, 
fome  have  left  off  preach- 
ing, Dr.  Young  fat  down  and 
.  wtpt,  Bifhop  Abbot  took  out 
his  icitament  and  read  Greekt 


Each  of  thefe  awaked  the  au- 
ditors for  the  time :  but  the 
deilruftion  of  the  iaStt  be- 
longs to  the  (LteptT  himfeif ; 
and  if  neither  reafon  nor  reli- 
gion can  excite  him,  whj,  he 
mull  deep  on,  I  think,  till 
death  and  judgment  awake 
him  [ 

I  have  thrown  together  here 
feveral  feeming  heterogeneous 
articles :  but  all  with  a  view 
of  (hewing  how  Mr.  Claude*« 
good  deiign  of  making  a 
meeting-houfe  a  paradiic  is 
defeated. 
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original^  and  tend  to  the  happinefs,  for  which  we 
are  referved. 

Finally,  as,  while  we  are  in  this  earthly  ftatc, 
we  are  conftantly  fubjeft  to  falls,  let  us  remember 
to  have  oiir  eyes  open  alfo  on  tUs  article,  iet  us 
not  pafs  one  day  without  examining  what  of  this 
kind  has  happened  to  us,  and  having  acknow* 
Icdgcd  our  faults,  let  us  not  defer  repenting  of 
them  till  to-morrow.  I  own^  repentance. is  not  aa. 
agreeable  thing,  it  is  a  grace,  which  is  an  enemy 
to  depraved  nature ;  Ihe  never  vifits  us  but  to 
trouble  our  repofe.  Her  approach  makes  us  tremble, 
and  her  looks  are  fierce -and  threatening;  but  (be- 
fides  that  it  is  a  necefiary  virtue  as  we  have  already, 
faid)  (6)  her  firft  approaches  only  are  hard  ana 
difagfeeable,  her  firft  interviews  only  are  forrowful, 
for  when  Ihe  leaves  us,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly^ 
when  (he  abides  with,  us,  ihedififufes  in  our  fouls  a 
thoufand  delights,  a  thoufand  confolations.  We 
hiay  apply  to  her  what  David  fays  of  God.  ClmiJs 
find  darknefs  arc  round  about  bir^  rigbnoufnefs  and, 

judgment 


(6)  tFe  have  already  fui J  i 
i  .  •  repentance  at  firft  it 
Ji/a^reeable.  See  Vol.  I.  p. 
no.  III,  112.  Thcdoflfine 
of  repentance  is  highly  proper 
to  be  urg&d  in  proof  of  that 
of  religious  feelings,  A  jnaa 
in  a  ftate  of  fin  is  in  a  (late  of 
danger.  Religion  expofes  this 
danger.  Now  it  would  be 
unnatural)  were  it  poffible, 
to  difcover  oile'^  felf  in  a  dan* 
gerous  ftatc,  and  not  to  feel 
fain  on  account  of  it.  This 
pain  is  repentance.    If  it  arift 

Vol.  II. 


from  the  mere  apprehenfion 
of  being  lofl,  it  is  what  our 
divines  call  legal  repentance  : 
If  from  a  belief  of  the  excel- 
lence of  God>  and  from  a 
tender  concern  for  his  glory, 
if  thb  concern  be  accom]^a« 
nied  with  faith  in  the  media* 
tor,  it  is  denominated  rvan^ 
gelical  repentance.  Moil  con* 
verts  begin  with  the  iirll  and 
proceed  to  the  laft;  and  in 
ibme  the  firft  mixes  with  the 
laft  all  their  d«ys. 

3C 
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judgment  are  the  balitasm$f  her  tirdne.  The  fw:- 
ceffivc  aflts  of  her  government  arc  like  the  pro- 
phet's vifion,  when  a  burning  fire  and  an  impetu- 
ous wind  were  fucceeded  by  a  U>h  and  tranquil 
founds  in  which  was  heard  the  voice  of  God.  (j) 

Let 


(7)  Darknefi  is  reun^aBowt 
reptntanei  •  •  righttmfntfa  is 
fki  brnkitatidn  §f  mx  thrMi. 
Qmr  author  kere  illuHraces  his 
fobjed  bv  a  figure  of  fpeech, 
and  fpeaks  or  repentance  ^i/- 
leg»ricaitjtz$  an  eaierefs  mild- 
ly resgtiin^  oter  the  ibai  of 
chepeniteat.  In  like  manner 
be  before  confidered  avarice 
as  a  defpotical  governefs,  p. 
8 1.  Some  have  pretended, 
great  myfteries  w^re  included 
in  the  fejces  of  graces^  mufes^ 
irirtuesy  and  ^  on.  The 
truth  is,  the  words  cxprefllvc 
ef  i^epentaixcei  fakh,  avarice, 
and  others  in  common  ufe, 
are  of  the  feminine  gender  in 
Latin,  and  xherefpra  we  fay» 
in  imitation  -of  Roman  elo- 
quence, of  repentance,  Af 
reigns — of  a  {hip^Jhehih  fail 
f.— of  a  churchy  J^r  fays  fo  and 
fo«  Love  is  a  gendeman,  and 
hope  is  a  lady,  the  moon  is  a 
Jady,  and  the  fun  is  a  lord^ 
#e  have  often  objeded  againd 
this  ftyle,  when  it  is  ufed  in- 
Head  of  argument  in  a  dif- 
courie,  where  fevere,  ration^ 
ai,  lofirical  accuracy  is  requi- 
ilce ;  but  when  it  is  employed 
to  illuftran  a  fubje6l,  as  here 
by  our  author^   it  is  proper. 


and  tenets  to  aieft.  Eccle>^ 
itaftieal  writers  fliould  remem« 
ber,  that  giring  (ex  or  gender 
to  thefe  fabjeds  is  eilential  to 
grammatical  parity  in  Greek 
and  Latin  r  but  the  fame  writ- 
ings rendered  into  Engliih^  fa 
as  to  «xprefs  gender  or  fex» 
ceaie  to  be  grammatical  pari* 

?%  and  aftuaUy  become  either 
ne  illuflradons,  or  fcAfelefs 
abfurdities.      See  W.  i.  pai% 

Itefifitamct  refimhUs  iki  ^fa« 
/><r'x  vifiott*  1  Kings  xix, 
11,  12.  The  L9rdp^edh» 
tisul  A  gnat  and  Jtromg  mnd 
rent  the  meuntains  •  .  aad 
after  the  nuind  an  earthquake 
•  •  und  after  the  emrthftiaki 
afire  *  .  and  after  the  fire 
afiillfmaU  veice.  There  art 
three  principal  expofitions  of 
this  vifion,  Grodns,  and 
many  others  think,  the  Lord 
intended  to  teach  Elijah  a 
fpirit  of  moderaQOR>  an4 
to  abate  his  vehement  zeal* 
Others  think,  the  wind  rcpre^ 
fented  UazaeU  the  earth- 
quake Jehu,  and  the  fir? 
^lifha.  They  ground  this  on 
vcrfes  15,  16,  17.  Monf. 
Roques  cakes  the  vifion  to  be 
an  anfwcr  to  the  plaintive 
prayer 
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Let  us  now  pafs  to  the  third  part.  As  this 
peace,  which  repentance  works  in  us,  is  not  a  car- 
nal fecurity,  a  finful  lethargy,  it  is  noc  contrary 
CO  every  kind  of  fear,  or,  more  properly^  it  is  not 
only  compatible  with  fear,  but  it  is  preferved  on- 
ly by  means  of  fear.  St.  Paul,  therefore,  was  not 
content  with  commanding  us  to  w^k  out  cur  ovm 
folvation ;  but  he  adds,  with  fear  and  trembling ; 
prefcribing  in  thcfe  words,  the  manner  of  our  con- 
<Iu£):in^  ourfelves  in  the  work  of  our  falvation« 
On  thjs,  wc  have  a  few  refle&ions  to  make  befoi^ 
we  finiih  this  fermon. 

Firft,  then,  you  muft  refuse  a  falle  fenfe  of  the 
apoftle's  words,  that,  by  fear  and  tremblings  he 
nieant  we  fhould  indulge  the  fear  of  nfiave  or  an 
Memys  which  would  nuke  us .  confider  God  as  a 
judge  always  fevere,  and  always  angry^  or  as  a  hard 
jnaller,  who,  let  us  do  what  we  would,  would  al- 
ways be  diflatisfied  with  our  iervices,  who  would 
only  medicate  evil,  and  feek  every  occafion  of  a« 
venging  hin^felf  on  us,  and  who  even  iets  fnares 
to  entangle  us  in  perdition.  Far  from  this  being  a 
chriftian  virtue,  it  is  certain,  on  the  contrary,  no- 
thing is  more  pernicious  to  the  creature,  nothing 
more  injurious  to  God,  nothing  more  oppolite  to 
true  piety.  This  fear,  which  is  only  proper  ta 
devils  and  damned  fpirits,  is  a  perpetual  fourcc  of 
inquietudes  and  agitations,  and  it  can  only  in  the 

end 

prayer  of  the  prophet,   is  tf  eaithtfaakei^fires^aadpUgaet 

<»od  had  faid,  "  True,  the  in  refcrvc  for  them,   and  I 

children  of  Ifrael  have  thrown  have  alfo  foft  confolations  for 

down  my  altars,  and  flain  my  my  prophets,  and  people  a* 

prophets,  «s  you  fay ;  bat  do  mong  xhem."    Sour*  J^jfi^h 

Aoc  imagine  their  crimes  fhall  Tms.  iii.  J>ifc*  n% 
^  uoponilbed*  I  have  winda^ 

jC  z 
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end  drive  to  madncfs  and  dcfpain  What  poffib:- 
lity  is  there  of  faving  ourfclvcs  from  the  hand?  of 
the  devil,  if  God  is  refolvcd  on  our  deftrudion. 
Or  what  hope  can  we  have  of  efcaping  punilhmcnt, 
if  his  natural  properties  incline  him  to  hate  and  de- 
ftroy  us  ?  Above  all,  whdt  can  be  more  injurious 
to  God  than  fuch  a  thought  ?  Js  I  live,  faitb  the 
Lord  himfclf,  /  have  no  fleafure  in  the  death  of  the 
wicked  J  but  that  tke  wicked  turn  from  bis  way  and 
live.  No,  my  brethren,  God  is  not  naturally  an* 
enemy  to  his  own  work*  1  grant  he  is  juft :  and 
becaufe  he  is  juft,  I  conceive,  he  will  not  al- 
ways  chaftize  us  for  our  fins.  Moveovcr,  he 
has  fo  much  goodnefs  and  tcnderncfs  for  us, 
that  he  freely  opens  a  way  for  .our  return  to  his 
favour  after  all  our  offences,  having,  for  this  pur- 
jx)fe,  offered  up  his  fon  a  facrifice  for  fin,  and 
is  now  calling  us  to  repentance.  Befides  all  this,  he 
has  promifed  to  treat  us  with  the  tcnderncfs  of  a 

j  father,  ^nd  to  carry  his  love  fo  far  as  to  bear  with 

our  defcdls  and  we^kneflcSy  the  deficiencies  of  our 
Tcpentance  and  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  He  has  com- 
manded us  to  put  our  confidence  in  his  mercy, 
and  to  be  perfuadcd,  chat^j  a  father  fitietb  bis  chil- 
dren^ fo  will  the  Lord  pity  tbem  that  fear  him.  Far 
from  us  be  this  fcrvile  fear,  which  is  fo  incoqipa- 
tible  with  piety !  Piety  is  nothing  but  a  profound 
cftccm,  an  infinite  love  for  God :  but  how  could 
we  cfteem  and  love  him,  if  we  imagined  he  was 
jealous  of  our  happincis^  and  an  enemy  to  our 

I  perfons  ?   (8) 

I  la 

I 

j  (8)  Far  from  us  hi  ftmjiU    topicks*     1.  From  the  «#/ifr# 

ftar !  Mr.  Glaude  rcafons  a-    of   God  ;    from  hi«  JQiiice» 
£ainlt  llavifh  fear  from  feven    goodnefsj  &c.»-i.  Frgm  tiip 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  389  ) 

Ip  the  ftcond  place,  the  fear  in  queftion  is  what 
IS  called  jf/f/z/,  which  not  only  agrees  very  wcUwith 
confidence  and  love:  but  which  is  their  perpetual 
aflbciate.  This  fear  infpires  us  with  different  emo- 
tions according  to  the  different  objedls  we  nieet 
with.  I.  It  impreflfes  us  with  a  profound  refpcft 
and  veneration  always  when  we  appear  before 
God,  a  rcfpcft  which  arifes  from'  a  confidcration  of 
his  infinite  maj.efty,  the  rays  of  which  dazzle  us; 
of  the  ineffable  wifdom  and  glorious  power,  which 
ihine  in  all  his  works;  of  his  jutticeand  holinefs, 
and  in  one  word,  of  all  his  perfeftions;  fo  that  we 
cannot  confider  theni  without  diminifhing  in  his 
prcfcncc,  and  acknowledging,  that  in  comparifon 
Vrith  him  we  arc  but  dull  and  aflies. 

2.  When  we  remember  the  great  privilege  which 
God  has  granted  us  by  declaring  himfelf  our  father 
in  Chrill  Jefus,  it  is  not  poflTiblc  for  us  not  to  be 
under  perpetual  apprehenfions  of  pfl[ending  him, 
and  of  drawing  ypon  ourfelves^  by  pur  mifcon* 
du(9:,  the  jull  effeds  of  his  indignation.  The  light 
only  of  fin  ajarnis  us,  and  were  we  fure  we  never 
Ihould  commit  it,  the  idea  itfclf  would  be  horrible 
/enough  to  makjc  us  tremble  ^almoit  like  a  man 
Vho  from  the  top  of  a  high  tower  looks  down  a 
precipice,  or  like  feeing  on  Ibore  the  abvfTcs  of  the 

fea, 

uftimouy   of  God  ;  •  he  hath  lie  hath  perfaaded  as,  &c.  la 

/aidt  he  defiretb  not  the  death  £ne>  froxA  the  incompfuibility 

of  a    iinner.— 3..  From    the  of  fervile  fear,  with  piety  aod 

nuorks  of  God  ;  he  hath  given  human   felicity,    which  rcii- 

his  ifon  to  die.<— >4.  From  his  gion  evidently  tends  to  pro- 

frcmi/es ;  he  hath  promifed  to  mote.     Thele  are  fuhftautial 

accept  us,  &c.— 5.  From  bi^  helps  againft  defpair,  excel- 

€ommandi  he  hath  comman.dr  lent  in  themfelves,  and  we^ 

cd  us  to  confide  in  his  mercy.  »aitheflUcated  to  U5»  > 

•r-.6.  Fcom  his  ixfofiulaihns  } 
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e  a,  the  horrors  of  a  temptft :  for  however  lafc  wc 
are^  chefe  objeds  will  not  fail  to  affright  us.  (o) 

3.  When  we  refledt  on  ourfelves,  and  coniider 
pur  natural  inclinations  prone  to  evil*  and  com- 
pare them  with  thole  good  and  holy  difpofition.s 
which  grace  has  formed  in  us,  it  is  impofllble  not 
CO  acknowledge,  that  all  we  have  of  good  comes 
from  God,  that  of  ourfelves  we  arc  incapable  of 
the  leaft  good  thing,  and  that  //  is  God  wboworkttb 
in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good  pleafure. 
Now  this  produces  that  humility,  which  the  Scrip* 
ture  calls  fometimes/<;^r,  as  in  that  famous  paflage 
to  the  Romans,  Be  not  high  minded:  but  fear  \  and 
jn  thefe  admirable  words  of  the  fecond  pfalm^  Serve 
the  Lord  with  fear ^  rejoice  before  him  with  trmblif^. 
In  both  thefe  places  }>43r  Iignifies  bumlity.  (i ) 

4.  Whm 


(9)  Filitd  fesar  mgrers  wtb 
fo*ue.  One  of  the  fined  no- 
tioiu,  that  can  be  formed  of 
Hoy  one  chriftian  grace^  is 
that  of  its  imrmHy  with  all 
Other  chriAiaa  graces.^  No 
general  rule  of  deicribing  a 
virtue  will  tend  more  towards 
prefervlng  n$  from  error  than 
this.  Hope  lightens  fear,  and 
fear  is  ballafk  to  hope.  Faith 
keeps  repentance  from  run- 
ning into  delpair,  and  repen- 
tance keeps  faith  ftom  nfing 
to  prefumption.  The  Me*t» 
maM,  or  that  /tt  of  graces, 
y/hkk  conflituces  a  chrifUan^ 
is,  like  the  natural  body,  a 
'beautiful  compofition  of  fcem* 
ingly  oppofite  materials  form- 
4ed  into  one  uniform  fyftem, 
each  part   efiential    to  tbt 


whole,  and  the  '  whole    the 
glory  of  each  part. 

<l)  fior/imfiei  hilmlitj. 
That  is  to  fay,  fear  is  fome* 
times  fpoken  of  Mutctrfmicslfym 
The  fear  of  Ifaac,  Gen.  xxxu 
A2.  Is  the  Gdd  whom  Ifaac 
fearedi— I  wilt  mock  when 
yoor/sM-  cometh,  Pror.  i.  26. 
that  is,  when  thofe  xaUmitits 
come,  of  which  yt  are  afraid. 
— TYi^fear  of  the  Lord  is 
clean,  Pfal.  xix.  9.  that  is, 
the  lam  of  the  Lord.-^T  wiH 
teach  you  tkt/emr  of«the  Lord» 
Pfal.  xxxtv.  1 1*  that  isri  will 
tnftrud  you  in  the  ^wcwfinf  of 
God — By  the/jur  of  the 
Lord  are  riches  and  honosr» 
Prov.  xxii.  4.  that  is  by  a 
coorle  of  wurml  9b$dUmto% 
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4.  When  we  confidcr  not  only  that  ftatc  of 
natural  corruption  whence  we  were  taken,  but  alfd 
the  infirmities  and  weakneffes,  which  remain  fince 
our  regeneration,  and  when  we  compare  thefe  with 
the  numerous  fnares,  which  are  fet  for  us,  with 
that  formidable  multitude  of  enemies,  which  at- 
tack our  falvation,  with  the  force  and  addreft^ 
which  they  difplay  to  furprize  and  enfnare  us: 
however  intrepid  we  may  be,  it  is  not  poflible,  if 
we  fmccrely  intend  to  be  faved,  but  we  muft  fear 
making  fome  falfe  ftep,  and  confequently  this  will 
awaken  all  our  diligence  and  caution  to  endeavour 
to  guard  againft  it ;  for,  after  all,  there  is  no  art, 
which  our  adverfaries  will  not  try  to  make  us 
ftumble,  nor  is  there  any  fin,  which  we  are  not 
capable  of  committing.  Which  of  us,  however 
advanced  he  may  be  m  piety,  can  anfwcr  for  his 
own  heart  ?  This  made  Jefus  Chrifl  fay  to  his 
difciples,  J9^atcb  and  pray y  left  you  enter  into  temp^ 
fation ;  fcr  the  fftrit  U  V^ilUng :  hut  the  fiejh  is 
weak,  (a) 

5.  Though 


(2)  Then  is  no  fin,  ^whicb 
^V4  are  not  capable  of  commit^ 
ting.  Out  author  does  not 
aatcnd  to  contradid  what  he 
)iad  erfewhere  a&med,  con-r 
cerniog  the  impoifibility  of  9 

food  oum^j  committing  the 
n  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
He  oaiy  xiieaQS»  that,  wer^we 
wholly  left  to  die  aatural  der 
pravity  of  our  hearts,  ^d 
were  wre  denied  the  aids  of 
cbe  ble^ed  Spiclt  (neither  of 
which  can  come  to  pafs  acr 
jfiordiog  to  Mr.  Chude'^  iy- 


ftcm)  we  might  proceed  to  thp 
commiflion  of  every  ^n,  and- 
confequently  of  the  unpar^ 
donaWe  fin.  The  Calvi- 
niHick  fvflem  is  preferable  to 
every  other  on  this  article,  a> 
it  lays  a  folid  ground  of  hope 
for  every  true  believer,  that 
he  fhall  not  fo  fin  as  to  perii]! 
everlaJftingly.  All  other  fy- 
flems  leave  the  unpardonable 
2n  open  to  every  ehriftian : 
bu(  this  Ihuts  the  gulf,  and 
fo  provides  ftrong  con/otation 
for  the  hirs  ofpromtfe*     Heb« 
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•  ,5.. Though  the  grace  of  God,  which  fopports 
ys  in  temptations,  be  capable  of  preferving  us» 
yct,fhould  God  fufpend  the  influence  of  his  grace* 
what  advantages  wpuld  not  the  flcfli  obtain  over 
the  fpirit,  as  the  falls  of  David  and  Peter  too  fuf- 
ficiently  teach  us?  This  conficjeration  fliould 
perpetually  make  us  fear  and  tremble^  for  who  can 
aflure  us,  that  there  will  be  no  momenta  in  our 
lives,  in  which  God  will  leave  us  a  prey  to  the 
temptations  of  the  world,  and  theoccafions  of  fin? 
And  fhould  this  happen,  it  would  be  the  moftdc- 
plorable  and  miferable  ftate,  into  which  a  believer 
could  fall.  This  is  then  a  juft  fubjed  of  fear, 
which  ought  always  to  make  us  lift  up  our  eyes 
and  prayers  to  God,  to  beg  him  not  to  lead  us  into 
temptation^  but  to  deliver  us  fronv  the  wiles  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  evil  tempers  of  our  own  hearts.(3; 

la 


vL  17,  18.  See  the  fubjea 
at  large  in  Monf.  Claude's 
Oeu^res  foftbumeSf  Tom,  iv. 
Train  du  paht  conin  Li  S. 
E/priU 

(3)  This  is  a  jttft  fuhjea  of 
ftar.  We  conclude  this  chap- 
ter by  cur  forily  obferving  the 
peculiar  turn  of  our  author's 
applicatory  fermons.  To  af" 
flyy  in  his  fenfe,  is  to  bring 
home  to  the  coufcience.  In 
order  to  this  his  aim  is  to 
convince  the  judgment,  that 
fo  the  pailions,  which  are 
excited,  may  be  excited 
rationally  and  voluntarily. 
Now  there  are  only  two  ways 
of  doing  this  J  either  un- 
known truths  muft  be  ftated 
and  proved,  or  known  allow- 


ed truths  mu/1  be  urged.  Mr* 
Claude  wifely  prefers  the  lat* 
ter  method,  and  compofes 
applicator/  fermona  of  the 
plaineft  iimpleft  truths  in  the 
world,  and  like  a  true  mafter 
in  Ifrael  exclaims.  This  is  1 
juft  ground  of  hope — that  is  a 
jiift  lubjcdl  of  fear,  &c. 

The  following  remark  of 
the  Archbifhop  of  Cambray, 
may  not  improperly  be  ap» 
plied  to  this  method  of 
preaching. 

'*  Some  zealous  preachers, 
under  pretence  of  apoftolical 
fintolicity,  do  not  effedually 
(ludy  either  the  do&ine  of 
Scripture,  or  the  powerful 
manner  of  perfuafion  that  we 
are  taught  there.  They  im»> 
giac 
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In  a  word,  there  zrtfive  kinds  of  fear,  m  which 
we  ought  continually  to  be.    A  fear  of  refpe^^ 

re- 


.  glne  that  they  need  only  bawl, 
and  fpeak  often  of  hell  and  the 
devil.  Now  without  doubt  a 
preacher  ought  to  afFed  peo- 
ple by  (Iron?,  and  fome times 
even  by  terrible  imager ;  but 
it  is  from  the  Scripture  that 
he  fhould  learn  to  make  pow- 
erful impreffions.  There  he 
may  clearly  difcover  the  way 
to  make  fermons  plain  and 
popular,  without  loiing  the 
force  and  dignity  they  ought 
always  to  have.  For  want  of 
this  knowledge  a  preacher 
oftentimes  doth  but  ilun  and 
frighten  people  ;  fo  that  they 
'remember  but  few  clear  no- 
tions: aadeveii  the  impref-. 
iions  of  terror  they  received, 
are  not  lading.  This  mif- 
taken  Simplicity  that  fome 
afFe£l,  is  too  often  a  cloak  for 
ignorance :  and  at  befl  it  is 
fcch  an  unedifying  manner  of 
addrefs,as  cannot  be  accepta- 
ble either  to  God,  or  men. 
I<jothing  can  excufe  fuch 
homely  preachers,  but  the 
fincerity  of  their  intentions. 
TThey  ought  to  have  lludied 
and  meditated  much  upon  the 
vrord  of  God,  before  they  un- 
dertook to  preach.  A  prieft 
who  underftands  the  Scrip- 
ture fully,  and  has  the  gift  of 
fpeaking,  fupported  by  the 
authority  of  his  fundion,  and 
f)f  ^ood  life,  might  make 
Vol,  II. 


ex»ellent  difconrfes  without 
great  preparation.  For  one 
ipeaks  eanly  of  fuch  truths  as 
make  a  clear  and  ftrong  im- 
preflion  on  his  mind.  Now 
above  all  things,  fuch  a  inb- 
jea  as  religion  muft  furnifli 
exalted  thoughts  :  and  excite 
the  nobleft  fentiments:  and 
this  is  the  defign  of  eloquence* 
But  a  preacher  ought  to  fpeak 
to  his  audience,  as  a  father 
would  talk  to  his  children, 
with  an  afFedtionate  tender- 
nefs :  and  not  like  a  de- 
claimer,  pronouncing  an  h4* 
rangue,  with  fliffhefs,  and  an 
afFe^led  delicacy.**-— jD/Wdf«f/ 
on  Eioquinci,  fiiaL  3. 

The  following  rules  for  ob* 
taining  facility  of  fpeaking 
feem  to  me  very  juft.  **  You 
are  well  verfed,  fays  the  wri* 
ter,  in  liurature,  and  you 
have  a  due  /en/e  and  relijh  of 
religion  on  your  own  foul  \  to 
thefe  add  the  following  rules, 

''  I .  Do  not  content  your- 
felf  ^vUti  general  knowledge  ; 
but  endeavour  to  fettle  in  your 
mind  the  genuine  notion  of 
all  the  do&ines  and  duties 
of  religion.  If  you  be  thus 
mafter  oftbe/ubjeS^  you  will 
be  able  to  fpeak  readily  and 
diftindly  on  all  occafions. 
Want  of  clcarnefs  of  fpeak- 
ing generally  arifeth  from  a 
defed  of  clear  thinking. 

3  D  •'  2.  B$ 
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remembering  what  wc  are  in  the  eyes  of  chat  infi- 
nite Majeily,  who  fees  us,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
perpetual  Providence,  which  governs  us — A  fear  of 
horror  in  regard  to  fin,  remembering  that  the  great- 
eft  kA  evils  is  that  of  offending  a  good  and  mer« 
ciful  God,  of  whom  we  have  received  fo  many 
favours — A  fear  of  tumiSty^  remembering  that  aU 
wc  are,  and  all  we  have  by  grace,  we  hold  not  of 
ourfelves,  but  God — A  fear  oi pncaution^  remem- 
bering that  fhijuftfaUetbfeven  times  a  day^  and  that 
if  we  yj?y,  IF€  have  nojin^  fve  deceive  our/elves^  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  us— A  fear  oi  attachment  to  God,  iky- 
ing to  him  with  the  prophet,  Forfake  me  nct^  O  Lord^ 
O  my  Go^j  be  not  far  from  me.  In  this  manner  lee 
us  work  out  our  own  falvation,  and  God^  behold- 
ing  his  talents  multiply  in  our  hands,  will  increafe 
their  number  by  adding  bleffing  upon  UcflSng, 
till  at  length  he  will  change  grace  into  glory,  and 
give  us  the  entire  and  perfect  enjoynieqt  of  ^ 
cverlafting  inheritance. 


«'  2.  Bi  much  in  the  fiudj 
•/•  tht  Scriptural  this  will 
farniih  )roQ  with  matter,  and 
it  will  give  yonrjfy/i  a  tinc- 
tare,  that  will  render  it  more 
acceptable  to  the  pious* 

"  3,  Ctnvirft  with  tie 
•writings  0/  thofe  pradtical, 
prefllng.  Mtvakening  Jiwnes, 
who  fpeak  moft  naturally  to 


the  fouls  of  men.  Here  70a 
will  Sfquire  the  beft  fat  of 
polpit-eloquence. 

«*  4.  PriMfb  €9npaMtlj.  Fre- 
quency will  render  the  woifc 
eafy  to  be  performed  by  joor- 
felf,  and  What  is  fo  will  be 
more  eafy  to  be  anderllood 
by  the  hearers." — GAnrvi/V 
Iffaj  9n  PrwbiMg,  fmrt  i  • 


CHAR 
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996 


CHAP.    VIII; 
Of  Texts  to  be  difcufTed  in  Propofitions; 


TO  thefe  three,  a  fourth  may  be  added,  which 
confifts  in  reducing  the  texts  to  a  number  of 
propofitions,  two  at  leait,  and  three  or  four  at 
moft,  having  mutual  dependence,  and  conne&ion. 
Thus  for  example,  Rom.  viii;  13.  Ifyt  live  after 
tht  ftejb^  ye  jhaU  die :  hit  if  ye  through  the  fpirit  do^ 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  hody^  ye  fhall  live.  You 
may,  without  pretending  to  explain  the  terms^^ 
JkJb^Jpirit — death— Ufe^  or  the  phrafes,  live  after 
the  flifi — mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body — (which  u 
the  ufuaI~mefhod.)  you  may  reduce  the  whole  to 
two  propqfitions  ^  the  one,  that  the  damnation  o^ 
finners  is  inevitable — and  the  other,  that  a  good 
and  holy  life  is  both  a  principal  end  of  the  gof* 
pel,  and  an  infeparable  charafter  of  chriftianity. 
When  this  method  is  taken,  there  is  much  more 
liberty  than  in  the  former,  and  a  more  extenfive 
field  opens.  In  the  former  methods  you  are  re«- 
ftrained  to  your  text^  and  you  can  only  explain,  and 
apply  that  ^  you  can  make  no  other  obiervations^ 
than  fuch  as  precifely  belong  to  it :  but  here  your 
fubjeft  is  the  matter  contained  in  your  proportions^ 
and  you  may  treat  of  them  thoroughly,  and  extend 
3  D  a  theni 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  30  ) 

them  as  far  as  you  plcafe,  provided  you  do  not 
violate  the  general  rules  of  a  fermon.  Here  you 
muft  propofe  not  to  treat  of  the  text,  but  of  thofc 
fuhjeSiSy  which  you  have  chofcn  from  fcveral  con- 
tained in  the  text.  The  way  of  explication  is  moft 
proper  to  give  the  meaning  of  Scripture ;  and  this 
of  fyftcmatical  divinity.  ( i )  The  way  of  appli- 
cation rather  regards  pradtice  than  theory :  but 
this,  which  we  call  the  way  of  propofitions,  or 
poinds,  is  more  proper  to  produce  an  acquaintance 

with 


(l)    Sjftematical   dMnlty, 
Some  writers  have  exclaimed 
bitterly  againft  fyftems  of  di- 
vinity, others  have  exaggerate 
«d  the  utility  of  them.     Per- 
haps the  truth  may  be,  neither 
fide  has  taken  fuffident  pains 
to  underhand  the  other.  The- 
ology reduced  to  a  fyftem  is 
nothing  rtiott  than  a  regular 
arrangement  of  what  we  hold 
for  religion,  and  there  can  be 
no  damage  done  by  fuch  or- 
derly diipontions  of  truths : 
on  the  contrary,  much  benefit 
arifes  to  a  (ludent  of  divinity 
by  them,  for  a  fyftem  is  as 
advantageous  toaminiiler,  as 
a  regular  fet  of  books  to  a 
merchant.    A  minifter's fancy 
is  a  kind  of  wade  book,  his 
iyftem  is  a  fort   of  ledger. 
There  are  many  ways  of  abuf- 
ing  fy Hems,  and  thefe  abufes 
have  given  jufl  ground  of  com- 
plaint.    If  human  fydems  be 
made  ilandards  of  orthodoxy, 
if  they  be  impofed  on  mini- 
ficrs^  if  they  be  given  not  to 


be  examined,  but  only  to  be 
defended,  if  they  take  a  place, 
which  belongs  to  the  facred 
Scriptures,  if  aflent  to  them 
be  a  ground  of  po/Tefiing  civil 
and  ecclefiafiical  benefits, 
then  indeed  they  deferve  all 
that  has  been  (aid  againft 
them. 

Syftem  is  defined  a  fcheme, 
which  unites  many  things  ta 
order,  and  reduces  them  t0 
regular  dependence ;  and  the 
following  remarks  fecm  juft. 
**  A  regularorder  is  required 
in  the  general  arrangement 
of  a  fyftem  of  divinity,  and  a 
connexion  is  to  be  preferved 
in  the  feveral  matters  that 
form  it— the  definitions  ihould 
be  juft— the  divifions  exad-« 
the  arguments  foUd«— the 
proofs  clear— ^the  citations 
condufive— the  examples 
ftriking— the  terms  of  each 
thefis  are  to  be  explained  at 
the  beginning— '-from  each 
definition  certain  axioms  are 
to  be  drawn— from  thence 
pro-* 
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with  fyftetnatical  divinity,  and  it  will  equally  fervc 
theory  and  pra6lice.  (2) 

For 


propofitions  are  to  be  formed 
-^which  are  to  be  lUuflrated 
by  fcholia,  and  proper  rea- 
ibning."— J?/^«^«/J  of  Uni- 
'ver/id  Erudition,  hy  Baron 
gitlfeU,  'voL  i.  book  i .  cbaf, 
1./.  5. 

(2)  PropoJitions.T\ihTXi\t\A 
beautifully  exemplified  by 
Saurin  in  his  fermon  on 
Chrift's  divinity.  "  The 
doftrinc  of  the  divinity  of 
Jcfus  Chrift  (fays  he)*  we 
ground  on  three  propofitions. 
I  ft,  Jefus  Chrift  is  fuprcmely 
adorable,  and  fupremely  a- 
dored  by  beings  the  moft  wor- 
thy of  our  imitation.  2dly, 
It  implies  a  contradifUon  to 
fay,  that  God  communicates 
the  honburs  of  fupreme  ado-' 
ration  to  a  iimple  creature, 
jdly.  Our  idea»  of  this  fub- 
jeft  are  perfeftly  conformable 
tothofe  of  the  ages,  in  which 
orthodoxy  is  bcft  eftablifhed, 
and  leaft  fufpeaed."  The 
text  is  Rev*  V.  11,  12,  13, 14. 
and  the  fermon  a  full  anfwer 
to  all  that  can  be  objected  a- 
gainft  the  dodrine.  Saur. 
Jer.  torn,  iu/er.  4. 

Maffillon  abounds  in  this 
method;  but  feldom mentions 
them  in  form  :  a  finghe  pro- 
poiition  is  the  ground  of  the 
fermon,  and  its  proof,  the 
parts.  Thus,  in  a  fermon 
on   indifference  in  religion. 


*'  Lukewarmnefs  is  a  certain 
prelude  of  a  fall,  ift.  Be- 
caufe  fpecial  aids  are  neceflary 
to  perfeverance  in  grace  ;  but 
they  are  not  afforded  in  this 
ftate.  2dly,  Becaufe  the  paf- 
fions,  which  draw  us  away, 
ftrengthen  in  this  ftate.  3dly, 
Becaufe  all  external  helps  to 
piety  become  ufelefs  in  fuch 
a  ftate.**  Set,  Car.  torn.  iv» 
pour  lejeudi  dela  '^fem.  Some- 
times three  propofitions  are 
the  three  parts  of  his  fermon. 
Thus,  on  **  Mat.  viii.  10. 
ift.  Religion  is  reafonable. 
2dly,  Religion  is  glorious, 
jdly.  Religion  is  neceffary. 
Ser*  Car,  torn.  i.  pouir  le  jeudi 
apres  Us  cendres. 

So  again,  *'  1  CoJ*.  ii.  7,  8. 
ift;  A  fufferihg  God  renders 
Humiliations  honourable.  2d, 
A  God  carrying  our  griefs 
renders  fufferings  amiable* 
3d.  A  God  uhited  to  man 
Confounds  reafon,  and  renders 
even  faith  reafohable."  Mj" 
fier.  pour  V incarnation , 

Mr.  Superville,  from  Mat, 
xxii.  41.  46.  extrads  three 
{}roponcions,  which  he  calls 
three UJons.  ift,  "Two truths 
may  be  certain,  and  worthy 
of  all  acceptation,  though  we 
know  not  how  to  make  them 
agree  together.  Chrift  was 
David's  fon,  and  David's 
Lord,  ad.  There  always  were 
^bfcurities 
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For  example^   let  \is  take  the  text  juft  now 
quoted.     If  ye  Uve  after  the  pfi^  yt  fiM  Jit  5 

InU 


obfcorities  in  revelationi  nor 
is  it  poflible,  or  fit  that  it 
ihoald  be  othcrwife.  3dly, 
Pride,  and  indodlity,  are 
vteot  fo  odious  to  the  Lord, 
that  they  provoke  him  to  leave 
in  ignorance  thofe,  who, 
being  altogether  blind,  boaft 
arrogantly  of  thur  know* 
ledge.*'  Ser*/ur  Ut  oi/cur* 
diiarewL  /e0v.i. 

Mr  Sanrin,  in  a  fermoa  on 
Ecdef.  vii,  z^.  lays  down 
ftven  propofitions,  which  he 
calls  maximu  <'  i « A  miferable 
being  oaeht  to  endeavour  to 
cUminiih  his  miferies^  inftead 
of  labooringtoincreafe  them, 
a.  Not  to  attend  to  evils, 
which  cannot  be  kealed  but 
by  attentbn,  is  to  perpetuate, 
mnd  aggravate  them*  3.  Eveiv 
iyftem  of  happinefs,  which 
has  no  relation,  or  ovXy^  a 
diftantone,  to  the  perfection 
of  the  faculties,  and  the  con- 
dition  of  the  being,  that  it 
would  render  happy,  is  a 
falfe  fyftem,  at  leaftit  is  an 
incomplete  fyftem  of  happi- 
tkt(i.  4*  A  good,  of , which 
the  world  has  high  notions  : 
but  whick  we  know  by  rea« 
fon,  by  feeling,  by  experi- 
ence, by  all  the  kinds  of 
proofs,  that  the  fubje£t  will 
admit  of,  is  incapable  of  ma- 
Jung  us  happy,  is  not  a  good 
^  regard  to  us.    5.  To  float 


in  uncertainty  on  the  moft  tn« 
terefting  qneftions,  and  not  to 
colled  all  one's  attention,  not 
to  fofpendall  one's  occopations 
in  endeavouring  to  clear  theie 
qoeftions,  to  baniili  doubt, 
and  acquire  ceruinty,  is  to 
aft  contrary  to  our  true  in- 
terefts.  6.  The  greatnefs  of 
an  objeft  makes  up  for  its  an- 
certmnty;  or,  to  expreis  my- 
felf  more  clearly,  a  great 
good,  if  it  be  poffible,  and 
probable,  though  uncertain, 
meriu  the  facrince  of  a  finall 
good,  chough  preient,  and 
certain :  and  a  great  evil, 
though  di((ant,  and  uncer- 
tain, merits,  in  order  to  avoid 
it*  an  ezpofure  to  a  iinall 
evil  prefent,  and  certain. 
Finally,  a  condud,  which  we 
are  fure  of  repenting^  is  an 
unreafonable  coaduft.  Tfaefe 
maxims  (adds  he)  are  fo  ge« 
nerally  received  in  the  wond^ 
thut  according  to  oar  viola* 
tion,  or  praftice  of  tbem,  we 
are  reputed  as  more  or  left 
diftant  from  wifdom,  or  folly  2 
and  when  we  have  vudaM 
them  to  a  certain  degree,  we 
are  gcneralhr  regarded  aa 
madmen*  We  are  gobg  to 
prove,  th|it  finners  in  the 
plans  of  happinefi,  vrfiich  thcr 
form  to  themfelves,  violate  aU 
thefe  maxims."  Samr./ir.  tm. 
vtff.  \Q,/urktrmverstlic. 
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ht  ifyethnmgb  the  J^irk  io  mort^  the  dtets  of  the 
bed; J  yeJbaU  Uve.  After  faf  ing  in  a  few  words, 
that  by  thofe,  who  Uvi  after  tbeftefb^  the  apoftle 
^neans  the  worldly,  and  wicked,  fuch  as  are  govern* 
ed  by  worldly  interefts,  and  carnal  paffions ;  and 
that  by  the  deaths  with  which  be  threatens  them, 
he  means  eternal  damnation  ;  and  that,  on  the 
contrary,  by  Ufe^  he  intends  that  eternal  iklvation, 
;ind  heavenly  glory,  wjiich  the  gofpcl  promifes  ; 
and  that,  by  th$  mortification  of  the  deeds  of  the 
iodjff  of  which  he  ij>eaks,  and  of  which  he  fays 
the  holy  Jpsrit  is  the  author,  he  intends  an  holy 
life,  fpent  in  the  exercHe  of  virtues,  and  prafkice 
of  good  works  ;  after  briefly  faying  this,  reduce 
fche  whole  difcourfe  to  two  propoficions,  iirft.  The 
damnation  of  the  wicked  is  inevitable. — Secondly, 
The  pradice  of  good  works,  and  an  holy  and  re- 
ligious life  is  the  principal  end  propofed  in  the  gof- 
pel,  and  9  principal  cbara<5|;er  of  a  true  chrif« 
fian.  (3) 

Toil 


tropofitiwt  or  p9iMU.  Oar 
Uttthor  ttfes  thefc  terms  iyno- 
himouily;  our  Bngliih  di- 
vines uuce  the  latter  in  a  far 
more  vague  and  equivocal 
sneaning.-r-"  The  death  of 
Chrift  is  the  foundation  of  the 
ipirit  of  life ;  to  unfold  this 
foint  therefore,  becaufe  it  is 
ti/picial  point." — '*  For  the 
underftanding  of  this  com- 
fortable point'* — Sibbs.  ■ 
f*  Thepcsnt  to  be  coniidered 
IS  the  expediency  of  a  divine 
revelation.  Common  reafon 
will  lead  us  to  acknowledge 
(he  bebg  of  a  Go^^-will  give 


us  fome  notion!  of  his/#nw> 
noJ/idom,  juftict^  and  gooimifs^ 
«— will  fiiggeft  to  us  the  belief 
of  a  provideuci — will  teach 
us  the  relation  in  which  we 
Hand  to  God  as  ertaimru'-^ 
*-our  obligations  xo'umJiHp 
and  obij  him  in  the  general-* 
the  duties  q{  jtjiict^  ebari$f^ 
and  Hmperamci  in  the  more 
obvious  inftances,  and  lafUy^ 
that  we  de/er*vi  to  fuller,  as 
often  as  we  deviate  from  the 
known  rules  of  duty,  i  hefe 
poims  cannot  be  diljpated,'* 
&c.  Conybian, 
(3)  If  j$  Uvt  afttr  tbepfi 
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Yoo  may  enter  on  the  firft  propofition,  by  ob-^ 
ferving,  that  ic  is  deplorable  to  confider  the  blind- 

ncfs 


ye  fi>4dl  dii.  How  difFeren t  is 
the  fkctch  (Iruck  out  by  our 
di/intere(led  author  from  that, 
which  formed  the  plan  of  a 
fermon  on  a  fimikr  paflage 
by  one  of  the  intolerant  bi- 
fhopis  of  Charles  III  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  it  was  the  lufi 
fermon,  that  Laney,  Bp.  of 
Ely,  preached  before  his  ma- 
jefty ;  for,  however  men  live, 
one  would  wifli  to  fee  them 
4ie  in  a  chriitian  temper.  This 
fermon  is  entitled  Of  compre* 
bntficn,  that  is  to  fay,  gentle 
reader,  the,  opinion  of  Bp. 
Laney  ^nd  his  fadion  on  the 
generous,  liberal  fcheine  of 
feme  great  and  good  patriots 
for  fo  modelling  the  eftalifh- 
ed  church  as  to  comprehend 
the  non-con fprmifts.  The 
ilyle  of  this  fermon  is  low  and 
vulgar,  the  fpirit  of  it  is  fic^ 
and  intolerant,  and  the  whole 
defign  of  it  is  to  eftabliih  the 
hierarchy  on  the  ruins  of  noa- 
conformity«  The  text  is  Gah 
vi.  7,  8.  Be  net  dtcei'vtd^ 
God  is  not  mocked \  for  tubatfo* 
i<ver  a  manfywetb,  that  Jball 
be  alfo  reap.  F^r  be,  tbat 
fowetb  to  tbiflefi,  Jball  oftbi 
JUJb  reap  corruption:  hut  be, 
that  fowetb  to  the  fpirit,  Jball 
ef  t  be  fpirit  reap-  life  en^erlafl^ 
ing.  A  fpice  of  this  man's 
perverfion  of  the  facred  oracles 
of  God  will  be  fuffident  to 


excite  in  us  a  j  oft  difiike  of 
the  whole  art.  «'  St.  Paul 
exhorts  bim,  tbat  is  taught  im 
the  njsord,  to  communicate  to 
bim,  tbat  teacbetb,  in  all  good 
tbings.  If  there  be  any  co- 
herence in  the  difconrfe,  any 
reafon  in  the  rational  particle 
for,  the  communicating. our 
goods  for  the  gofpel  is  true 
fo*wing  to  tbe  fpirit.  Our 
worldly  goods  by  nature  and 
kind  are  carnal,  yet  being 
fywn  to  tbe  fpirit  [that  is  » 
fay,  lands  being  iettled  oo  the 
church  'of  England]  become 
fpiritual,  they  are  infranchifed 
and  incorporate  into  the  fa- 
mily and  retinae  of  the  fpirit^ 
they  alter  their  property  by 
giving  the  refpefi  that  perfom 
of  low  birth  have,  when  they 
are  adopted  or  affianced  into 
a  more  noble  Hock.  When 
the  flelh  ferves  the  fpirit,  it 
is  advanced  above  l|er  condi- 
tion, the  volatile  nature  of 
the  fleih  is  fixed  by  the  fpirit, 
and  helps  to  make  up  the  title 
to  life  everlafiing» 

"  //  is  reported^  from  zboufe 
of  Cbloe,  that  .  •  a  church 
Ihall  be  contrived,  that  will 
give  room  and  liberty  to  them 
all.  •  •  It  is  to  be  call- 
ed a  com prehen five  church 
»  .  though  I  think  it  might 
better  be  called  a  drag-net.  • 
•     •    It  is  a  Trojan  horfe. 
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nefs»  in  ^hich  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  in 
the  world  live,  who  feldom  think  of  the  punifh* 
mencs  of  hell,  or  the  confequcnoes  of  deat^. 
You  may  remark,  that  from  this  blindnefi  comes 
their  in&nlibility  to  religion,  and  their  extreme 
attachment  to  the  vanities  of  this  prefent  world ; 
for  it  would  be  impolfible  for  them  not  to  endea* 
vour  to  avoid  the  eternal  tordients,  which  await 
finners  after  this  life,  were  they  well  perfuadcd  of 
the  truth  of  them,  as  nature  itfelf  would  lead 
them  to  this,  and  felf-love  would  reduce  know- 
ledge to  practice.  Yet  you  may^  add,  that,  how- 
ever  great  this  blindnefs  is,  it  is,  in  a  meafure,  af- 
ieded,  and  voluntary,  proceeding  more  from  the 
malice  of  the  heart,  than  the  daricnefs  of  the  un- 
derftahding ;  for  the  paffions  avoid  thofe  objefts^ 
which  arc  difagfeeable  to  them,  and  perpetually 
fubftitute  others  to  employ  the  mind.  Whence  it 
may  be  concluded,  that  it  is  of  the  lad  importance 
to  meditate  on  this  matter,  on  which  depends  the 
juftice,  or  injullice  of  our  life,  the  good,  or  bad 
ftate  of  our  death,  and  our  eteK;nal  intereft  in  a  fu- 
ture world. 

Having  this  prepared  the  people's  minds,  enter 
into  the  matter  more  particularly,  and,  above  all 
things,  take  care  to  eftablifh  the  truth,  and  evi* 

dence 

with  a  eomprihenJi*ve  bellj.     .  gliih,  it  was  foppofed  by  a 

It  is  defired  for  what  governs  junto,  at  the  hoaie  of  one  of 

all  the  world,  gain  and  profit  •  the  king's   Chloes,  that  the 

.     •     but  it  is  the  greateft  removal    of  penal    laws  for 

diihonour  that  can  be  to  the  confcience  fate  would  open 

fpirit  to  make  it  ferve   for  church-preferments     to     the 

tomfoft  only  to  lay  in  the  iidd  non-cons.     Gloriouily  faid, 

of  the  flefli."     In  plain  En*  and  like  a  Stuartine  biihop ! 
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dcnce  of  your  propolition  (4)  by  obfcrving,  firft 
ilidt  Man  is  a  creature  fubjeSl  to  a  law^  that  even  the 
Pghc  of  his  confcicnce  difcovers  an  cffcntial  diffe- 
rence between  vice,  and  virtue,  good  actions,  and 
bad,  that  thence  come  the  emotions  of  confcicnce:, 
and  the  judgments  we  make  of  one  another's  ac- 
tions, approving  or  condemning  them ;  for  this 
necefiarily  proves,  that  there  is  a  common  rule  by 
which,  we  acknowledge,  all  men  ought  to  live; 
and  this  is  a  truch  fo  natural  to  all  men,  that  the 
wickedeft  of  all,  who  endeavour  to  elude  its  ap- 
plication to  themfelvcs,  do  however  acknowledge 
it,  when  propofed  in  general,  and  applied  to  other 
fubjefts,  (5)     If  there  be  a  law  common  to  all 

men. 


(4)  Jhve  all  things  take 
tare  to  render  the  truth  of  your 
propoJjtioH  fvident*  We  have 
before  obferved^  that  the  pun^ 
gencj  of  a  fermon  lies  in  the 
truth  of  the  doctrines,  that 
compofe  it.  FoL  ii.  page  274. 
To  which  we  beg  leave  to 
add,  the  truth  of  a  do6b-ine 
mail  be  made  apparent ,  or  it 
cannot  produce  its  cfFed. 
Some  truths  in  learned  fci« 
ences  admit  of  only  learned 
demonftrations  ;  they  are  the 
fame-  to  the  lower  clafs  of 
mankind  therefore  as  errors, 
for  they  cannot  comprehend 
the  arguments  that  eflablifh 
them  :  but  theology  is  not  a 
fcience  of  this  kind,  it  admits 
of  popular  proof,  and  this  is 
its  glory.  A  good  judge  has 
well  faid,  '«  The  whole  art 
of  evangelical  popular  per- 


futfion  lies  in  an  ability  of 
blending  the  hard  with  the 
cafy,  the  obfcure  with  the  ob- 
vious, fo  that  the  learned  may 
not  be  naufeated  with  vulgar* 
ifms,  nor  the  populace  per- 
plexed with  fopiufms."-^— 
£man.  The/,  de  argut.  tap* 
xviii. 

(5 )  There  is  a  rule,  Ij  <which 
all  men  ought  to  li*ue.  •  .  The 
moft  nuicked  allo^v  it*  That 
is,  the  moft  wicked  are  oblig- 
ed to  allow  it,  if  they  rea- 
fon  confequentially.  Mr. 
Hobbes  fuppofed,  *'  That  the 
deciitons  of  the  civil  magi- 
'  ilrate  were  to  be  the  ruU  of 
morality,  and  that  the  very 
obligations  of  duty  could  be 
founded  only  in  his  wilL'* 
To  which  a  divine  well  re- 
plied, "  What  if  the  xnagi- 
ilrate  himfelf  fhoald  be  under 
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men,  there  mufl:  be  a  Supreme  Judge,  before  whofc  , 
tribunal  they  muft  appear  to  give  an  account  of 
their  adlions;  and  if  there  be  a  fupreme  tribunal  to 
judge  them,  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  there  are 
punifliments  ordained  for  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  this 
common  law.  Law,  Judge,  Punifliment,  arc 
three  things,  which  reafon  and  nature  have  joined 
together  in  indiffoluble  bonds.  A  law  is  no  law 
if  it  does  not  fuppofe  a  judgment,  and  judgment 
is  no  Judgment  if  it  does  not  fuppofe  puniftiment : 
but  it  thde  three  things  be  infeparable  from  each 
other,  they  are  alfo  from  a  fourth,  the  nature  of 
man,  and  dignity  of  his  condition  as  he  is  a  rea- 
fonable  creature,  reafon  being  only  a  principle  of* 
good  or  evil,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  a  power  which  ren- 
ders 


a  miftake  ? — Should  either  re- 
fufe  to  eflablifh  any  fcheme  of 
viriui  ac  all  ?— -Or  choofe  an 
imperfe^  one?— Or,  having 
once  made  a  right  choice^ 
through  levity  of  temper 
tbange  it? — Thofe,  who  are 
incapable  of  being  influenced 
to  a  virtuous  life  in  any  other 
way  than  this^  muft  be  left  in 
v^ry  uncertain  condition."— 
Dr*  Conyhear^s  Sermon  on  the 
Expediency  of  a  Di'vine  Rtn/e'^ 
/at  ion.  1729. 

"  There  are,  fays  Bayle, 
laws  of  reafoning  indepen- 
dent on  the  will  of  man. 
Rules  of  reafoning  are  not 
therefore  juft  and  true,  be- 
caufe  men  have  thought  pro* 
per  to  throw  them  into  fyllo- 
giftical  form ;  they  are  juft  in 
themfdves*      Sophifms  mzy 


violate  thefc  rules :  but  they 
cannot  free  themfelves  from 
thefe  criteria.  As  there  are 
immutable  laws  for  the  ope^ 
rations  of  the  judgment,  fo 
there  are  iimilar  laws  for  a£ts 
of  volition.  Thefe  are  not 
arbitrary,  they  are  natural 
and  neceftkry,  and  lay  us  inn- 
der  indiipenfible  obligations  ; 
and  as  it  is  inaccurate  to  rea- 
fon contrary  to  the  fixed  laws 
of  fyllogifm,  fo  it  is  unjuft  to 
will  any  thing  not  conforma- 
ble  to  fixed  laws  of  volition. 
There  is  in  virtue  a  natural 
and  interior  fitnef&,  and  in 
vice  a  fimilar  unfitnefs  and 
injuftice,  fo  that  virtue  and 
vice  are  two  kinds  of  quali^^ 
ties  naturally  and  morally 
differ^nu''^£aiU  PenjHu 

sEa 
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ders  us  capable  of  good  and  eviU  in  oppofition  to 
brute  beads,  not  naturally  made  capable  of  cither 
vice  Or  virtue.  It  muft  therefore  be  owned,  that 
Vie  are  fubjeft  to  a  law,  a  law  relates  to  a  judge,  a 
judge  to  a  difpenfation  of  punifhments,  fb  that 
(hefe  four  things,  reafon,  law,  judgment  and  pu- 
nifliment,  arc  truths  of  incontcftible  evidence,  nor 
can  any  one  be  denied  without  deilroying  them 

Now  from  all  this  it  appears  how  pernicious 
this  wilful  blindnefs  is,  which  makes  the  wicked 
deny  the  pains  of  hell;  for  thereby  they  turn 
themfelves  into  brute  beafts,  and,  openly  profefling 
to  deny  their  own  realbn,  they  degrade  tnemielvcs 
below  that  admirable  dignity  of  their  nature,  which 
places  them  above  all  other  animals. 

Having  thus  eftablifhed  your  propofition  by 
reafon,  you  may  eflablifli  it  by  the  cmifmi  rfsH 
msmkind\  for  in  the  thickeft  darknefs  of  paganifm, 
when,  as  the  Scripture  fays,  God  fufered  all  naiians 
Uwalk  in  tbcir  own  waysy  even  then,  it  was  always 
acknowledged,  that  as  there  was  a  reward  propofed 


(6)  Ren/on,  lofw,  judgment 
mnd  funififment  .  .  •  an 
connt^ed  together*  Our  ex- 
cellent Dr.  Sam.  Clarke  has 
placed  thefe  articles  in  the 
cleareftl!gbt»  and  proved  their 
conne^on  in  the  moft  ma- 
ilerly  and  ccmclufive  manner. 
*'  Though  eternal  moral  o* 
bligations  are  incumbent  in- 
deed on  all  rational  creatures, 
antecedent  to  any  refpeft  of 
particular  reward  or  punifh- 
ment»  yet  they  muft  certainly 
and  lieccflarily  be  attended 


^th  rewards  xxApisdftnmntii 
becaufe  the  fame  reafons, 
which  prove  God  himlelf  to 
be  neceflarily  juft  and  good 
.  •  prove  alfo  that  he  can- 
not but  be  f  leafed  nvitt  and 
approve  fuch  creatures  as  imi- 
tate and  obey  him  •  •  and 
difplea/ed  with  fuch  as  a6l  con- 
trary •  •  and,  coniequendy, 
that  he  cannot  but  fome  way 
or  other  make  a  /uitahU  dif^ 
ference  in  his  dealings  with 
them."  icC'-^Demonflreu.  •/ 
Being  and  JlUribates  ofGod^  ' 
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to  the  juft^  and  viriuous,  fo  there  were  alfo  punilh- 
ments  determined  for  the  umuft  and  impious. 
I  own,  when  the  pagans  phifofophizcd  on  thcfc 
punifhmentS)  they  alilipft  all  faid  chimerical,  and 
unreafonable  things,  yet,  allowing  this,  they  were 
not  far  from  this  general  idea,  that  there  mud  ne« 
ceiTarily  be  apunilhment  annexed  to  vice.  (7) 

This 


(7)  Provi  yomr  doBrint  fy 
4tjirmiiig  the  com/ent  tftdl  mam* 
kind,  uaiverial  confent  has 
been  difputed  as  VLfaSi,  and 
denied  as  an  mrgument :  yet 
we  have  great  authority  for 
the  truth  of  the  fa£l»  and 
ftrong  Teafona  to  retain  the 
argument.  We  will  colIe& 
1k^  in  this  note  from  divines, 
hiftorians,  philoTophers  and 
travellers  of  great  ja4gnieot 
and  approved  fidelity. 

<'  It  is  objeaed  (fays  Mr. 
Saarin)  that  what  is  confider* 
ed  as  a  crime  by  one  nation  is 
regarded  as  a  virtue  by  ano- 
ther>  notions  therefore  of  vir- 
tue and  vice  are  arbitrary. 
But  if  one  nation  refpeds  as  a 
virtue  what  another  detefts  as 
a  vice,  I  conclude,  that  it  is 
becaufe  they  both  agree  in 
this  general  propoiition,  that 
virtue  is  preferable  to  vice, 
and  jttilice  to  injuffa'ce.  One 
nation  maintains  that  a  child's 
love  to  his  father  muft  incline 
him  to  fuccour  his  father  to 
the  laft  extremities  of  his  life, 
and  carefully  to  guard,  and 
if  poffible  lengthen  the  life  of 
a  perfon  fo  dear  to  himp.    ^ n- 


other  nation  maintains  that  a 
child's  love  to  his  father 
ihould  engage  him  to  eat  his 
father,  when  arrived  at  ascer- 
tain a£e»  that  he  may  deliver 
him  from  the  infirmities  of 
old  age,  and  the  anguifh  of  a 
flow  death,  and  that  he  may 
give  in  his  own  bowels  a  re- 
fuge to  him,  who  carried 
htm  in  his.  But  both  theie 
nation's  agree,  that  childreh 
fliould  love  their  parents. 
Love  to  parents,  then,  is  ona- 
nimouily  confidered  as  a  vir- 
tue, ^thenuniverfalagree*^ 
ment  be  a  condnfive  argu- 
ment, it  concludes  for  our 
fyftem."— ^tfirr.  Ser.  fur  U 
troHHTs  dt  /'  eJfrU  bumam. 
t9m,  iv. 

If  uninftrfal  cwfiwt  be  a 
conclufive  argument^  fays 
Mr.  Saurin.^— —  I  conceive 
what  Mr.  Locke  fays  of  the 
unwirfal  com/ent  of  mankind 
concerning  the  being  of  God, 
may  be  applied  to  future  pa- 
niihments.  His  words  are 
thefe:  **  I  think  that  the  «m- 
'ver/kl  C9nfeut  of  mankind,  as 
to  the  being  of  a  God,  a- 
.  mounts  10  thus  much  :  That 
the 
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This  may  be  further  proved  by  the  principle  of 
all  religions.     There  never  was,  nor  can  there  ever 

be 


the  vaftljr  greater  majority  of 
mankind  have,  in  all  ages  of 
the  world,  a^ually  believed 
a  God  ;  that  the  majority  of 
the  remaining  part  have  not 
adually  difbelieved  it ;  and 
confcqoently  thofe^who  have 
actually  oppofed  the  belief  of 
a  God,  have  truly  been  very 
few;  fo  that  comparing  thofe, 
that  have  a^ually  difbeliev- 
ed, with  thofe,  who  have  ac- 
tually believed  a  God,  their 
number  is  fo  inconiiderable, 
that  in  refpedk  of  this  incom- 
parably greater  majority  of 
thofe  who  have  owned  the  be- 
lief of  a  God,  it  may  be  faid 
to  be  the  uni*verfal  confent  of 
mankind."«^i'^/iy,  b.  i.  c.  4. 
/.  8.  mu. 

An  approved  hlftorian  af' 
£rms,  **  In  t.\txy  people  we 
difcover  a  reverence,  and  awe 
of  the  Divine  Being ;  an  ho- 
.  mage  paid  to  him,  and  an  open 
profeflipn  of  an  entire  depcn- 
dance  upon  him  in  all  their 
undertakings  and  neceffities, 
in  all  their  adverfities  and 
dangers.  Incapable  of  them- 
felves  to  penetrate  futurity, 
and  to  afcertain  events  in 
their  own  favour,  we  find 
them  intent  upon  confulting 
the  divinity  by  oracles,  and 
by  other  methods  of  a  like 
nature,  and  to  merit  his  pro- 
leftiou  by  prayers,  vows^  and 


offerings."— ^fl///V/  Anc, 
Hifi.  b,  X.  f.  3. 

A  modern  traveller  fays, 
"  The  ravages  of  Canada 
think  that  the  country  of  fools 
is  very  far  weftward,  that  they 
have  great  difiicatties  to  far- 
mount,  and  great  dangen  to 
run  through  before  they  arrive 
there.  They  {peak  of  a  river 
they  have  to  pafs,  where  ma- 
ny have  been  wrecked ;  of  a 
dog,  from  which  they  find  it 
hard  to  defend  themfelvcs ;  of 
a  place  of  torment,  where  they 
expiate  their  faults  ;  of  ano- 
ther where  the  fouls  are  tor- 
mented of  the  priibaers  of  war 
that  have  been  burnt."—— 
Charlevcix^s  Voyage  to  C«- 
_nada.  Utter  2j. 

I  cannot  help  obierving, 
that  all  ancient  and  modem 
accounts  concerning  pagan 
ignorance  of  God,  lutvre  re- 
wards and  pnniihmentSy&c.do 
not  in  the  leaft  difprove  Mr. 
Locke's  affertion, "  That  we 
have  119  innate  ideas  ,*  as  a  late 
reverend  author,  methinks, 
rather  too  hallily  concluded. 
Perhaps  they  prove  thos 
much.  That  the  evidence  of 
thefe  truths  is  fo  clear,  that  2 
moderate  nfe  of  our  facoKi^ 
will  perceive  it.  Sec  an  in- 
flance  of  this  in  Crantz^sHiJi* 
of  Greenland^  *voL  i.  /•  197. 

eT«V  OV?  TO  ^V  ll'AI  f>  ToSlMff 
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be  any,  which  is  not  founded  on  this  principle,  that 
God  is  our  fovereign  judge,  who  holds  in  his  hands 
our  life  and  death;  this  made  a  profane  writer  fay. 
Fear  made  Gods ;  meaning  that  from  this  fourcc 
all  religions  generally  proceeded. 

Finally,  you  may  proceed  to  revelation^  and  ob- 
ferve,  that  revealed  religion  has  carefully  placed 
this  truth  in  full  evidence.  You  may  cftablilh 
this  by  reciting  fome  principal  texts  of  Scripture, 
which  exprefsly  fpcak  of  the  damnation  of  finners. 
Such  texts  arenotdifEcult  to  find,  (8)  The  truth 
of  the  punifliment  being  thus  proved,  go  on  to  the 
degree  of  it,  which  is  very  important,  and  will 
niake  a  deep  impreflion.  You  may  fay,  ift.  That 
this  punifhment  muft  not  be  in  this  life  only,  but 
after  death;  the  rcafon  is  plain,  it  is  a  punilhment 
which  tnuH  follow  the  judgment,  for  the  judgment 
cannot  be  till  life  is  ended,  as  the  courfe  of  life  wc 
purfue  muft  be  finiflied,  before  the  decree  can  be 
pronounced  to  acquit,  or  condemn  us.     It  muft 

not 


ftj;  IW4  TO  TrXtirov  xut  fjLyi  SiXa/ai 
YGK  vacTi    ovfJitpuyriTtn    tvi   Tecq 

•'Quum  igitar  deum  efle  unum, 
plerique  omnes  uc  plurimum 
vel  iuviti  confentiaDC^  uhi  ad 
univerforum  principia  appli- 
caveHn  t.  ~  Jtbenag,  JpoL 

(8)  Textsy  that /peak  of  the 
damnation  of  finners y  are  not 
difficult  to  find.  The  notion 
auvanced  by  fome,  that  the 
O/^Teftiiinent  fpeaks  of  only 
temporal  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments,  would  make  a  confl* 
derablc  difference  in  our  bo- 

'  ^i^%  of  divinity,  if  it  were 


well  founded.  Our  divines, 
ancient  and  modern,  teadi 
che  doctrine  of  future  puniih* 
ments,  and  confirm  it  by  a 
multitude  of  pa/Tages  in  both 
Tellaments,  for  which,  we 
think,  they  have  the  beft  au- 
thority. However,  when  this 
doftrine  is  to  be  eftablifhed  in 
zferfnon,  it  fliould  feem  moil 
eligible  to  quote  undifputed 
Ncw-Teftament  texts  ;  for  as 
there  can  be  no  necellity  for 
quoting  many,  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  omit  {hofe, 
which  prove  mcfl  and  quick- 
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not  then  be  imagined^  chat  the  punifliment,  of 
which  we  fpcak,  confifts  in  the  affliftions  of  this 
life  only.  2d.  It  mud  be  a  punifhtnent,  which 
involves  both  foul  and  body,  for,  as  both  have 
joined  in  the  pra6tice  of  vice^  both  mud  alfo  par- 
take of  the  punilhment ;  whence  it  follows,  that 
the  punifliment  can  neither  be  temporal  death, 
which  does  not  afFcd  the  foul,  nor  the  inquietudes, 
and  agitations  of  confcience,  which  do  not  afied 
the  body.  3d.  It  muft'be  a  real  punifliment,  that 
is,  fomething  which  has  truly  theeflence  of  pain, 
and  adually  relates  to  the  juftice  of  God,  whence 
it  follows  that  it  cannot  confiil  (as  fome  pretend) 
in  the  annihilation  of  body  and  foul  *,  for  divine 
juftice  demands  an  eternal  pain,  which  glorifies  it, 
and  confequenrly  which  does  not  deilroy  its  fub- 
jefb,  but  continues  its  fubfiftence  for  a  perpetual 
monument  of  God's  hatred  to  fin.  4th.  It  muft 
be  a  punifhmcnt  proportional  in  greatncfs,  as  well 
as  in  duration — to  the  greatnefs  of  the  judge  who 
ordains  it,  the  tribunal  which  decrees  it,  and  the 
almighty  hand  which  executes  it.  Here  a  ftrong 
and  pathetical  defcription  may  be  made  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  punifhmencs  of  thcdamned.  (9) 

Having 

(9)  Di/criti  fatheticmlljf  tii  ments,  is   only  intended  tm 

pmnijbments  of  the  damned,'^  terrify  iinners;  th or  think  it 

Some  preachers,  (fays  Saurin)  allowable  to  fuppole»  that  in 

under  pretence  that  tl^  doc-  the  end  God  will  relax  the 

trine  of  eternal  puniihments  rigour  of  them :  but  if  the 

has  thrown  fome  weak  people  defign  of  God  in  denouaciog 

into  doubts  about  the  divine  the  puniihments  of  hell  was 

perfections^  have  thought  it  only  to  terrify  the  impeni- 

their  duty   to  remove   that  tent^  would  it  become  os  to 

ftumbling-blocky  by  prefam-  oppofe  his  wife  de£gns«  and 

ing  that  the  idea^  which  Scrip-  with  our  profane  hands  pull 

cure  gives  of  eternal  puniin-  down  the  dams,  with  which 

he 
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"  Having  thus  eftablifhed  the  truth  of  our  propo^ 
fition,  and  treated  of  the  degrees  of  punifhments^ 
wc  may  pafs  on  to  the  vzin  fubterfu^es^  which  tinners 
ufe  on  the  fubjedt.  ift.  It  is  a  diftrefling  fubje&» 
therefore  they  do  not  like  to  think  about  it.  You 
may  obfervc  the  folly  of  this  conduft,  for  their 
condemnation  is  not  the  lefs  certain  for  their  for- 
getting it.  They  refemble  prifoners,  already  in 
irons,  and  doomed  to  punilhment,  who  ftifle  the 
lenfe  of  their  mifery  by  plunging  into  debauchery. 
They  refemble  the  old  world,  who  were  eatings 
drinidngy  marrying j  and  giving  in  marriage^  as  the 
fcripture  fays,  and  fuddenly,  when  they  leaft  of 
all  thought  of  it,  the  flood  came  and  took  them  all  a^ 
way.  They  cry  peace^  peace^  while  deflru&ion  ad- 
vances a  great  pace  towards  them ;  and  irrecover- 
ably loie  the  precious  moments,  which  yet  re- 
main for  their  efcape.  sdly.  When  worldly  men 
cannot  entirely  avoid  the  thought  of  damnation, 

which 


he  meant  to  ftop  the  carrent 
of  our  crimes?  Woald  we 
penetrate  into  his  coanfels, 
and»  after  having  (as  it  were) 
extorted  his  confidence*  in- 
difcreetly  pabliHi  his  fecrets  ?— 
Let  ns  not  bg  *wifi  above  'what 
is  'written,  let  us  preach  the 
gofpel  as  it  has  pleafed  God 
to  commit  it  to  us.  He  has 
not  judged  that  the  do^rine 
of  eternal  puniihment^  would 
wound  the  holinefs  of  his  at- 
tribates>  don't  let  us  think  fo 
then.**  Ser.  de  Penfer.  torn. 
li. 

'^  Where  is  the  minifter  of 
the   ^rpel  who   has  not  a 


thoufandy  and  a  thoufand 
timesy  difplayed  the  charma 
of  religion,  and  difplayed 
them  in  vain?  Some  fonla 
mud  be  terrified,  fome  din- 
ners muft  he/aved  twitb  fear, 
and  pulled  9ut  rf  the  fire.  Some 
hearts  are  fenfible  only  to  one 
religious  objed,  that 'is  hell, 
and,  if  there  be  any  one  way 
of  preventing  their  being 
really  precipitated  into  that 
frightful  abyfs  by  and  by,  it 
is  ^y  precipiuting  them  there 
in  imagination  now.  JCvmi;- 
ing  therefore  the  terror  of  the 
Lord,  'weper/uad$fnw<.**  Swr 
les  Compa/f 
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which  is   frequently    the   cafe,   for  <5od    rficn 
thunders  in  their  confcicnces,  as  well  as  in  the  aifi 
and  thcfe  thunder  claps  frequently  awake  the  moft 
fleepy  j  when  this  is  the  cafe,  I  fay,  they  venture 
to  take  refuge  in  faJfe  nolions.     i.  They  flee  to  the 
mercy  of  God.  "God,  fay  they,  is  indeed  our  judge: 
but  he  is  a  gracious  judge,  he  has  the  compalSons 
of  a  father,'*  and  fo  on.  When  a  (inner  would  flatter 
himfclf,  he  will  not  fail  to  magnify  reigning  grace, 
and  to  colleft  all  the  moft  tender,  and  foft  paila- 
ges  of  fcripture  on  the  fubje^.      What  a  marvel- 
lous abufe  is  this  of  mercy  !  To  make  it  an  ail- 
ment againft  the  juft  punifliments  their  crimes  have 
deferved.  True,  God  is  merciful :  but  he  is  fo  only 
to  repenting  fuiners,  and  not  to  thgfc,  who  perfc- 
vcre  in  their  crim^.      Mercy,  on  the  contrary^ 
arms  iifelf  to  purfue  the  impenitent,  for  mercy  is 
cruelly  abufed,  nor  will  mercy  allow  the  impunity 
of  that  firmer,  who  perfifts   in   fin,   and  would 
make  compaffion  itfelf  an  accomplice  in  his  crimes. 
2.  The  wicked  feldom  fail  to  abufe  the  evangeli- 
cal doftrine  of  the  death  of  Chrift.     "  The  hhU  «/ 
J  ejus  Chrift  (fay  they)  cleanfelbfrm  alljmr     But 
this   is  to  make  Jefus  Chrift  the  mtnifter  of  fin, 
and  to  entertain  the  moft  horrible  of  all  notions, 
that  he  came  into  the  world  to  leave  men  in  an 
abyfs  of  corruption,  and  to  make  himfelf  a  church,  a 
myftical  body  compofed  of  infidels,  and  libertines. 
Harfti  as  this  may  appear,  it  muft  be  fo,  if  there 
were  any  room  for  the  illufion  of  thefc  miferable 
people,  who,  to  evade  the  neceffity  of  repentance, 
oppofe  the  unapplied  blood  of  Chrift  againft  the 
fear  of  damnation,     (i) 

3.  The 

(1)    Impenitent  JtMHers  take    our  miaifters  tUow,  thtX  tbe 
refage  infalfc  Mtionu     As  aU    do^iriaet  of  grace  may  be  mif* 

uaierftaod 
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3.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  people,  when  tfeey 
fee  the  fword  of  divinejuftice,  acculrom  themfelves 
to  hide  in  a  multUude  like  themfelves,  and  to  oppofe 
their  numbers^  againlt  the  natural  fear  .of  punifti- 
ment.  ^*  If  God  (fay  they),  were  as  rigorous  as 
you  reprcfent  him,  Paradifc  would  be  a  defert, 
and  all  men  would  be  damned,  for  how  few  keep 
his  commandments  !  how  few  forfakc  fin  by  fuch 
a  repentance  as  you  require  of  us!'*  But  Jefus 
Chrift  has  already  anfwercd  this  vain  pbjeftion, 
mawf  are  called^  faid  he,  but  few  chofen.  Ifaiah 
and  St.  Paul  have  anfwered  it,  though  the  number  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael  be  as  thefand  ofthefea^  a  rem- 
nant ox\\y  fball  be  faved.  How  great  foever  the  num- 
ber of  thpfe,  who  perilh,  may  be,  their  perdition 
will  be  never  the  lefs.  The  death  of  them,  who 
were  ingulphed  in  the  deluge,  was  not  the  lefs 
painful  for  being  general  j  nor  was  the  deftruftion 
of  the  five  cities  by  fire  from  heaven  the  lefs  ter- 
rible to  the  unhappy  fufferers,  becaufe  Lot  and  his 
family  only  were  favcd.     (2) 

^  4.  One 


tinderflood  and  abufed  by  Ii« 
bertiiles^  what  becomes  of  that 
argument  a^ainft  chriftianity, 
t\^hich  is  derived  from  the 
loofe  lives  of  fomeof  its  pro- 
feflbrs  ?  Every  dodtrine  has 
been  abufed,  becaufe  every 
dodlrine  has  been  mifunder- 
Aood  bv  fomebody.  Chrif- 
tianity  m  this  point  is  analo- 
gous to  Tudaifniy  natural  re- 
Rgion,  tne  bleffings  of  provi- 
dence, and  the  whole  created 
univerfe.  Obferve  how  fome 
heathens  abufed  the  dodrine 
of  the  immortalityof  the  foul. 


**  A  malis  mors  abducit^ 
non  a  bonis,  verum  fi  quseri.- 
mus.  Et  qaidem  hoc  a  Cy- 
renaico  Hegefia  fie  copiofe 
difputatur,  ut  is  a  rege  PtoIe<* 
mxo  prohibitus  efle  dicatar 
ilia  in  fcholiis  diCere;  quod 
multi  his  auditis  mortem  fibi 
ipfi  confcifferent.  Callimachi 
quidem  epigrammain  Cleoni- 
brotum  eft,  quem  ait,  cum  ei 
nihil  accidifTet  adverii,  e  mu- 
ro  fe  in  mare  abjeciffe  le^o 
Platonis  libro."  Ciceron.  Tu/c* 
Difp. 

(2)  DeluM  fiofli  try  /# 
3  F  2  bidi 
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4*  One  of  the  moft  common  evafions,  ^hich  the 
iRficked  ufe  to  elude  their  converfion,  is  to  con&der 
damnation  as  a  very  diftant  thing,  and  to  oppofe 
to  the  idea  the  advantages,  and  fweetnelles,  which 
they  find  in  finful  prefent  objeds.  **  Let  us  enjoy 
(fay  they)  the  time  prefent,  and  not  trouble  our- 
drives  about  futurity/'  I  grant,  when  God  is  for 
uSy  this  maxim  of  not  troubling  ourfelves  about 
futurity  is  good,  and  neceflkry  to  preferve  a  tran- 
quillity in  the  mind :  but  it  is  only  good  becaufe 
it  is  wife,  and  it  is  only  wife  becaufe  we  therein 
commit  the  care  of  futurity  to  the  providence  of 
an  all-merciful)  and  almighty  Father,  who  watches 
over  believers,  and  will  fuffcr  no  evil  to  bcfal 
them.  But  there  is  no  greater  folly  than  to  be 
carelefs  about  futurity  when  God  is  againfi  ns. 
With  the  help  of  this  negligerjce,  our  punilhments 
increafe  in  proportion  to  our  fins.  After  tby  bard- 
nefs^  and  impenitent  hearty  (fays  the  apoiUe)  tiou 
treafurefi  M  unto  thyfslf  wrath  againft  the  day  ef 
wratby  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of 
God.  (3)  Sinners,  you  would  have  been  auoufand 

times 

hUithem/thisiMtktm^hitude.  (5)  Dttf  9f  the  tivtUtiwf 

I  know   of  no  writer,    who  tht  rigbtious  jfulgmemf  9f  Gpd, 

goes  deeper  into  this  illufion  The  following  plan  for  diA 

than  tKe  celebrated  Voltaire,  cuffing  this  £>£brine  in  the 

^gainft  all    pofitiye    proofs  propofitional  way,  appears  to 

|>roaght  by  divines  for  Chrif-  me  beautifully  juft  and  dear, 

tianity,  he  conllantly  oppofes  "  Eccl.xi.  9.  Rejnce,  Oj§M»f 

the  multitudes,  that  live  with-  man  !  in  thyjpmth,  ami  Ui  tfy 

out  it,   the  number  and  an.  heart  cbter  tbu  in  the  WIqf/  »f 

tiquity   of  the    Chinefe,  the  tJly  jomib,   and  walk  in  the 

Japanefe,  the  Mexicans,  and  nuajs  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the 

lo   on.     This  is   the /ir/  of  figbt  tf  tbine  ejtes:  bnt  int^u 

writers  of  this  fort,  and  a  begr  tbou^  ^Ifat  for  all  tbefe  thing: 

m^Xy  one  it  is  I  God  will  bring  thee  intojndg* 

menf* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<  413  ) 
times  lefs  miferable,  if  God  had  fhortened  your 
days,  if  he  had  done  you  the  favour  (if  I  may 
fpeaic  fo)  of  putting  you  to  death  in  your  cradle ; 
had  he  fubje£tcd  you  to  the  pain  of  natural 
death,  he  would  at  leaft  have  favcd  you  from  the 
accumulated  torments,  which  the  commiffion  of 
fo  many  adtual  fins  have  defcrved ;  and  the  longer 
you  live  the  more  terrible  will  the  judgments  of 
divine  juftice  bcj  for  as  your  days  incrcafe,  the 

number 


wtiHt.  Propoficion  i.  There 
//  «  judgment  to  come.  Prop. 
2.  Theu  (hale  be  brought  to 
judgmcncProp.  3.  G^^will 
bring  thee  to  judgment.  Prop* 
4.  God  will  bring  thee  to 
jadgment/^r  the/e  things ,  the 
ways  of  thy  heart,  &c.  Prop. 
^.  God  will  bring  thee  to 
judgment  for  ii//thefe  things. 
Prop.  6.  All  this  is  certain 
and  evident;  for  it  is  not 
think  or  belieye;  but  knmu 
thou." 

This  fennon  was  preached 
at  the  Abby  Church  m  Weft- 
miniler^  before  the  houfe  of 
Peers^  0€t,  iotb»  f666»  on 
a  day  of  fafting  and  humili- 
ation^  on  account  of  the  lace 
fireof  I^ondon,  by  SethWard. 
Lord  biihop  of  Exeter;  and* 
although  1  praife  xhtform  of 
difcuffion,  as  an  example  of 
of  the  clear,  yet  far  be  it  from 
me  to  applaud  the  ffirif,  in 
y/hich  the  application  runs. 
It  goes  exadlly  more  epi/cofali, 
or,  ihall  I  rather  fay,  more 
N^ronio  ?  What  a  cruel  heart 


mud  a  man  have,  who  could 
coolly  apply  fuch  a  calami- 
tous event  as  the  fire  of  Lon- 
don, and  fuch  an  awful  fub- 
jedt  as  fiery  future  judgment, 
to  purpofes  of.  per/ecution! 
Alas!  Alas!  Had  not  foa\e 
non-conformids,  who  were 
burnt  out,  fuffered  enough  by 
fire  without  the  addition  of 
impriibnment  for  confciencc- 
fake  !  Was  the  fire  of  Lon- 
don, indeed,  intended  to 
cftabliih  the  hierarchy !  And 
was  perfecuting  men  for  con* 
fcience-fake  the  heft  ufe,  that 
a  Britilh  houfe  of  Peers  could 
make  of  that  national  cala- 
mity, the  burning  of  half 
their  metropolis  !  Let  us  hear 
this  inhuman  difciple  of  the 
mofl  compafHonate  of  mailers. 
**  God  hath  upheld  our  r^* 
ligion  and  government  .  • 
and  hath  given  us  xMii/eafon-' 
able  opportunity  .  ,  to 
attend  the  publique  fervice. 
It  is  difficult  to  redore  our 
city,  and  defend  our  country, 
to  reftore  the  boqfes  of  God, 
and 
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number  of  your  fins  increafe  too.    (4)  Befides  all 
this,  who  told  you  that  your  damnation  was  at  the 

diftance 


and  publique  buildings,  to 
re-edify  teii  thoufand  private 
habitation^,  to  fuAein  the 
poor  and  needy,  to  prpferve 
the  rights  and  properties  of 
men,  to  find  fuch  a  temper 
of  juftice  and  equity,  that 
there  be  no  decay,  no  juft 
€omplainiftg  im  our  ftreets^ 
to  uphold  the  traffic  of  the 
nation,  and  to  keep  it  in  or- 
der and  fecurity,  free  from 
private  robberies  and  publick 
infurre6lions,  and  therefore, 
in  order  to  all  iho/e  ends,**  • 
.  .  .  Now,  reader,  what 
do  you  think  his  Lordfhip 
ought  to  fay  next  ?  He  has 
laid  down,  you  allow,  a  great 
number  of  defirable  ends: 
what  means  ought  he  to  pro- 
pofe  to  his  noble  auditors  for 
the  obtaining  of  them  ?  I 
protell,  no  good  chrifliaa 
would  gucfs  what  follows. 
Hear  his  Lordfhip's  own 
words,  *'  In  order  to  alltbofe 
ends,  to  uphold  our  religion  in 
the  zealous  and  effedlual  exer- 
cife,  in  the  fincerity  and  u- 
K I  FORM  IT  Y  thereof,  to  pre- 
ferve  it  from  encroachments, 
and  undermining  tolera- 
tions, ruinous  to  religion, 
deflrudive  to  the  government 
of  the  nation."  Thanks  be  to 
God  !  time  has  proved  this 
a  lying  prophet.  Epifcopal 
uniformity  has  been  difpenfed 


wth,/tf/^r4//tf«rhas  been  grant- 
ed, and  yet  neither  is  religton 
ruined,  nor  goverament  dc« 
ftroyed. 

If,  young  iladent,  you 
have  a  mind  to  aniufeypar- 
felf,  by  examining  the  paw 
of  this  dead  lion,  you  may 
cad  his  do^rine  into  propo- 
iitional  form — as — the  ad  of 
parliament,  that  forbids  a 
non-conformift  miniller  to 
come  within  five  miles  of  a 
corporation  town,  will  uphold 
national  traffic — ^will  prefervc 
the  rights  and  properties  of 
men — will  reftorc  publick 
buildings — will  re-build  tea 
tboufand  private  houfes— 'Will 
prevent  all  juft  complaining 
in  OUR.  STREETS.  Nothing, 
you  fee,  can  be  clearer.  They 
can  never  complain  in  the 
flreets,  who  muft  not  come 
within  five  miles  of  the  town  ! 

(4)  Had  ye  died  in  your 
cradle,  ye  *would  hoFut  been 
Javed  from  accumulated  tor* 
ments.  Various  opinions  con- 
cerning the  future  flate  of 
infants  have  been  adopted. 
Some  think,  all  dying  in  ia- 
fancy  are  annihilated',  for,  fay 
they,  infants,  being  incapable 
of  moral  good  and  evil,  arc 
not  proper  objefts  of  reward 
or  punifliment.  Others  fay, 
infants  are  mod  of  them 
damned  for  Adam's  £n.  Some 
think. 
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diftance  you  imagine?  The  Lord  once  faid  to 
Cain,  If  thou  duft  evily  Jin  tietb  at  the  door.  This 
every  finner  ought  to  a{^ly  to  himfelf,  his  crimes 
arc  at  the  door;  Death  follows  fin,  ftep  by  ftep, 
wherever  it  goes,  and  who  can  aflure  you  of  twen- 
ty-four hours  life?  "  Converfion  (you  fay^  is  pro- 
per for  old  men;  but  it  is  not  proper  for  young 
people :  let  us  pafs  our  juvenile  years  witliout  per- 
plexing ourfelves  about  thefe  fcrupulous  reflcftions, 
they  will  qpme  in  their  fcafon."  No,  they  will 
never  come ;  for  the  infult  you  offer  to  the  mercy 
of  God,  who  calls  you,  by  proudly  putting  him 


tliinky  they  (hare  a  fate  fimi« 
lar  to  that  of  adults,  a /or/ 
are  faved,  and  a  part  perifh. 
Others  affirm  ail  are  faved^ 
becaufe  all  are  immortal,  and 
all  are  innocent.  Others,  per- 
plexed with  thefe  divers  fen* 
timents,  think  bell  to  leave 
the  fubje6l  antonched.  Cold 
comfort  to  parents,  who  bury 
their  families  in  infancy ! 
The  moil  probable  opinion 
feems  to  be,  that  they  are  aU 
faved  through  the  merit  of 
the  mediator,  with  an  ever- 
lafling  falvation.  This  has 
nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the 
perfedUons  of  God,  or  to  any 
declarations  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures ;  and  it  is  highly  agree- 
iible  to  all  thofe  paHages, 
which  affirm,  nnbert  fin  hath 
ab^undtd^  grace  bath  much 
mere  abounded.  On  thefe  prin- 
ciples, the  death  of  Chrift 
^ves  mortt  than  th^  fall  of 
Adam  iofi« 


Creat  objeftions  have  been 
made  againll  revelation  on 
account  of  its  commanding 
the  Ifraelites,  at  certain  times, 
to  flay  the  infants  and  fuck" 
Ihgi  of  devoted  cities :  but 
thefe  objeifHons  are  founded 
on  an  unfair  parallel  between 
the  government  of  God  and 
jufl  civil  governments  among 
men.  There  are  three  dif* 
ferences  between  them,  and  an 
attention  to  thefe  folves  the 
difficulty.  1.  Magiflrates  are 
guardians  of  life :  but  not 
anthers  Oi  it,  as  God  is.  a. 
Magifb-ates  cannot  indemmfy 
an  infant  for  the  lofs  of  its 
natural  life:  God  can. '  3.' 
Magiflrates  cannot  forefei 
whether  the  infant  would  bq 
a  blefliag  or  a  curfe  to 
ibciety  :  God  can.  Wc 
cannot  ufe  too  much  caii« 
tion  in  comparifons  of  chif 
kind. 
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off  till  a  more  coftvenient  feafofij  will  provoke  him  t<> 
withdraw  when  that  feafon  comes.  You  would 
fix  God  your  time,  you  would  aA  like  fovcrcigns 
to  him,  you  would  have  him  go,  when  you  fay  gp^ 
and  come,  when  you  fay  come :  but  you  arc  not 
mafters.  Do  you  think  to  deceive,  and  ad  frau- 
dulently with  him  ?  Why,  were  it  only  for  your 
hypocrify,  you  would  render  yourfelf  eternally  ua- 
worthy  of  converfion. 

5.  The  wicked  have  moreover  ufed  themfelves 
to  another  illufion,  that  is,  to  extenuate  their  fios, 
and  to  hide  the  enormity  and  number  of  them. 
'^  We  are  not  (fay  they  j  fo  criminal  as  is  imagined*, 
it  is  the  cuftom  of  preachers  to  exaggerate  every 
thing,  and  to  over-a£t  all.  We  love  pkafute,  it  it 
true,  we  labour  to  acquire  riches,  we  have  pride  and 
ambition,  we  would  cut  a  good  figure  in  the  "world^ 
and  what  can  be  more  natural  than  all  this  ?  And 
where  are  the  faints,  who  are  not  affefbed  with  the 
fame  paffions  ?"  Foolifh  fouls  !  I  fincertly  pit7 
you  !  I  own,  were  ye  to  give  an  account  of  your 
aftions  to  me,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  to  the  moil  feverc, 
and  difcerning  of  all  men,  yea,  were  ye  to  give  an 
account  of  your  lives  to  an  angel,  or  to  all  the  an- 
gels of  heaven  together,  perhaps  you  might  pal- 
liate your  crimes,  no  doubt  you  would  have  art, 
and  addrefs  enough  to  conceal,  at  leaft  one  half  of 
your  fins,  and  to  diminilh  confiderably  the  enor- 
mity of  the  other  half:  but  neither  men,  nor  an- 
gels are  to  enquire  into  your  lives  ;  you  muft  ap-* 
pear  before  the  tribunal  of  an  all-feeing  God,  before 
whom  there  is  no  vail  fo  thick,  which  he  does  noc 
penetrate,  and  in  comparifon  of  whom  the  beaoens 
are  unclean^  and  the  angels  unwife.  TFbitber  wiS 
ye  go  from  ins  fpirit,  or  whither  will  ye  flee  from  Ins 

frefaue  I 
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prefence  ?  If  you  afcend  up  into  heaven  be  is  tbere^  if 
you  make  your  bed  in  hell  he  is  there^  if  you  take  tho^ 
wings  of  the  morningy  and  dwell  in  the  uttermojl  parts 
of  thefeay  even  there  fhall  his  hand  lead  you^  and  his^ 
right  hand  hold' you.  If  you  fay ^  Surely  4he  darknefs 
Jhall  ccver  me^  be  affured,  the  night  fhall  be  light  a^ 
houtyouy  know  that  the  darknefs  hideth  not  from  him^ 
but  the  night  fbineth  as  the  day^  the  darknefs  and  the 
Ught  are  both  alike  to  him.  It  is  any  eafy  thing  to 
flatter  one's  felf,  and  to  declare  one's  felf  righteous, 
by  comparing  one's  fclf  with  thieves,  and  high^way 
robbers:  but  when  a  man  compares  himfclf 
with  the  unfpotted  purity  of  God,  when  God's 
immortal  hand  applies  the  rule  of  his  law  to  the 
heart,  the  holiefl:  mu(V  become  nothing,  and  fay 
to  him.  Unto  thee^  O  Lordj  belongetb  righteoufnefs^ 
hit  unto  me  fbame^  and  confujion  of  face.  If  tboUy 
Ijordj  fbouldft  mark  iniquity ^  O  Lord  who  canfland^ 
My  righteorufnefs  before  thee  is  as  filthy  rags* 
Now  if  this  be  the  language  of  a  holy  man, — if 
the  righteous  fcarcely  arefavedy  where  fhall  the  ungoSy^ 
and Jinner  appear?    (5) 

But 


(5)  ^bi  wcktd  txtifuutti 
tieir  fins.  There  is  a  fine 
paiTage  to  this  purpofe  in  the 
thirty-iixth  pralm.  Tbetranf- 
greffion  rf  thi  <u)uked  faith 
*witbin  my  hearty  that  then  is 
no  fear  of  God  btfore  his  eyes ; 
for  befattereth  himfelf  in  his 
onvn  eyes  until  his  iniquity  be 
found  to  be  hatefuL  Abun- 
dance of  literal  criticinn  hai 
been  made  on  this  verfe,  a 
great  many  difficulties  Parted, 
and  all  learnedly  riin  down^i 

Vol.  II. 


one  fide  rejeding  what  an* 
other  applauded.  It  ihould 
feem,  there  is  an  art  of  wind- 
ing and  pulverizing  the  Tetters 
of  the  Hebrew  alphabet*  prac- 
tifed  with  infinite  labour,  and 
tending  to  nobody's  edifica* 
tion.  This  verfe  has  given 
ample  fcope  to  ^pofitors  of 
this  fort;  and,  after  all,  it  gives 
no  tolerable  fenfe  without  ad'^ 
mitting  that  rule  of  expofi^ 
tion,  which  goes  on  the  idiom 
of  a  language,  and  gives  ra« 
3  G  ther 
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But,  to  fpeak  plainly,  all  thefe  are  only  vaifi 
pretences,  the  falmood  of  which  even  the  wicked 
acknowledge;  the  only  reafon  why  they  avoid 
cdnverfion  is  that  ardent  love,  that  obftinate  at* 
tachment,  which  they  have  to  vice.  This  is  the 
true  caufe,  and  all  the  reft  are  only,  if  they  would 
ipeak  honcftly,  all  the  reft  are  only  vain  pretences. 
The  avaritious  is  not  ignorant  that  an  intenfe,  fu* 
rious  love  to  the  world  is  odious  to  God,  and 
men.  The  ambitious  knows  the  gofpel  of  Jcfus 
Chrift  calls  us  to  far  more  noble  dignities  than 
any  the  world  can  ofier,  he  knows  that  his  ambi- 
tion is  incompatible  with  that  chriftian  moderation, 
which  religion  ordains.  The  voluptuous  is  not 
ignorant  th'^t  his  debaucheries  and  excefles  are  di- 
reAIy  contrary  to  the  profeflion  of  the  gofpel.  In 
general,  all  finners  know  very  well  that  they  do 
wrong,  and  they  know  alfo  that  by  fuch  means 
they  draw  down  upon  themfclves  the  wrath,  and 
curfc  of  God.  Yet,  however  dear  their  knowledge 
©f  thefe  awful  truths  may  be,  when  the  idea  of 
riches  prefents  itfelf  to  the  covetous,  when  that  of 
lioftours  tempts  the  ambitious,  when  that  of  plea* 
fure  ftares  at  the  debauchee,  fo  powerfully  arc  their 
paffions  touched  by  thefe  objefts,  that  they  are  infen- 

fiblc 

ther  the  fenfc  of  the  whole  fellow  creatures.     He  even 

than  of  each  component  part.  ai!e6b  to  be  a  good  man,  and 

♦*  I  have  made  my  own  ob-  wears  the  ma&  till  it  cementi 

fervations    on    that    wicked  with  his  face,  accoan  ting  him- 

man,  Saul,  and  I  hare  ima-  felf  as  good  as  any  other  man, 

gined,  he  is   an  atheifl.      I  till  fomebodydetdfts  his  rices, 

obferve,  although  he  commits  and  expofes  him  to   ihane  ; 

many  crimes,  for  which,  did  and  this  is  the  common  cod^ 

he  fear  God,    he  would  al«  diuonofalmoftall  badmen.** 

tvaya    blufti,    yet    he    never  This  ieems  not  an  improbable 

blufhes  till  his  iqiquities  ap-  fenfe  of  ihepaflage, 
^ear  hateful  in  the  eyes  of  his 
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fible  to  every  thing  elfe,  all  their  reafon  evaporates* 
and  vanifhes  before  thefe  dear  objeds,  the  min^ 
IS  for  one  thing,  the  heart  for  another,  and  in  this 
combat  between  judgment  and  affedion,  the  heart 
always  obtains  th^  conqueft.  Now,  £  afk,  is  noc 
this  love  to  fin  the  greateft  folly  in  the  world  ? 
when  on  the  one  hand  it  renders  us  incapable  of 
enjoying  ourfelves,  and  diihonours  us  in  our  own 
eyes,  depriving  us  of  one  of  the  moll  fweet,  and 
valuable  of  all  our  bleffings,  which  is  a  juft  efteem 
of  ourfelves,  the  joy  of  being  able  to  approve  our 
own  conduft  :  and  on  the  other  hand  deftroys  us, 
for  it  draws  upon  us  the  condemnation  of  God^ 
and  condufts  us  a  great  pace  towards  thofe  eter* 
nal  torments,  which  he  has  prepared  for  the  wick* 

^'    -(^)  Faffing 

(6)  Sh  dijhonours  us  in  our 
tnun  eyes.  Perhaps  one  caufe 
of  much  unprofitable  preach- 
ing is  an  indi(Hnft  notion  of 
the  dignity  of  hunian  nature. 
Confider  man  fbyfically,  and 
too  great  thiags  cannot  be 
faid  of  his  dignity,  be  is  fear' 
fully  and  ^wonderfully  made. 
But  view  him  morally^  and  he 
is  fearfully  and  ^wonderfully 
vile.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  how 
'  dangerous  a  miftake  is  here ; 
for  Uie  remedies  we  apply  will 
always  be  fuited  to  the  ideas 
we  form  of  the  maladies  we 
would  remove.  Hence  on  the 
one  hand  light  and  gentle  re- 
proofs of  the  moft  enormous 
crimes,  and  hence  on  the 
other,  thofe  weighty  and 
powerful  difcourfes,  which  are 
10  much  admired^  becaufe  fo 


much  felt;  Mr.  Claude's 
fe<ven  obfervations  might  be 
all  exemplified  from  the 
greateft  preachers  amongft 
his  own  countrymen :  but 
I  will  mention  only  a  few. 

Our  author's  lad  obfer- 
vation,  that  depravity  of 
heart,  and  not  defeA  of 
underftanding,  emboldens 
numbers  in  fin,  is  the 
ground  of  the  following  fer« 
'mon. 

Bp.  Maffillon  on  John  viL 
27.  compofes  hb  exordium 
of  this  thought,  that  the  greater 
eft  part  of  thofe,  who  fay  they 
are  infidels,  are  not  fo.  He 
obfcrves,  *'  that,  if  the  fool 
fays  there  is  no  God,  it  is  in 
his  heart  he  fays  fo ;  that  is, 
it  is  the  language  ol  dejire,  he 
wifhes  there  was  none."  He 
3  G  a  adds^ 
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PaflJng  on  to  the  fecond  propofitioi),  (that  the 
pradicc  of  good  works,  and  an  holy  and  religious 

life 


adds,  '<  to  be  a  debauchee 
and  admit  a  hell  is  to  be  a  no- 
vice in  debauchery,  the  liber- 
tine muft  therefore,  to  keep 
himfelf  in  countenance,  aiFcS 
to  deny  it."  He  concludes 
with  this  fine  remarks  **  Re- 
ligion would  have  no  enemies, 
if  itfelf  were  riot  an  enemy 
to  vice."  Pour  h  mardi  dt  la 
iv,/em»  Car,  iv, 

Mr.  Claude's  2d  obf.  that 
linners  on  certain  occafions 
magnify  mercy,  is  the  maxim  on 
which,  I  prefume,  Maffillon 
compofed  the  fermon  entitled 
Vain  confidence.  The  text  is 
Xuke  xxiv.  2 1 .  He  obferves 
*'  that  expeding  to  be  crown- 
ed without  warring  a  good 
.warfare  is  an  error  the  moft 
univerfal,  and  the  moft  ef- 
tabliihed  among  ^rpfefiing 
chriflians,  though  it  has  no 
authority  fiom  Jefus  Chrift  ;" 
and,  alluding  to  his  text, 
adds,  **  when  the  Lord  ap- 
.pears  a  Jecond  time  upon 
earth,  he  will  find  many  in- 
fidel-difciples,  who  will  fay 
to  him,  nue  trujfed.^*  Lundi 
de  pa/ques.  Car,  iii. 

Mr.  C*s  5th  remark,  on 
confidering  punifhment  as  a 
diftant  thing,  is  the  ground 
of  Saurin's  fermon  on  Eccl. 
viii.  II,  12.  '*  I  am  ftruck 
with  horror  (fays  he)  when 
I  coniider  this  diipofition  in 


its  true  point  of  light ;  it  feems 
to  me  as  if  it  were  impoffible, 
except  to  monfters,  who  have 
eradicated  hot  only  tvtrf  feed 
of  piety  and  religion  from 
their  hearts,  but  even  cvciy 
degree  of  rcafon,  and  huma- 
nity .-—<— But  let  Qs  rend  the 
vails,  with  which  wc  ufually 
conceal  ourfelves  from  oor- 
felves,  let  us  dive  into  thefe 
hearts  deceitful  above  alltbing{, 
and  defperately  imcked,  and  we 
ihall  find  that  this  difpofition, 
which,  at  hr^  fight,  mikes 
us  fh udder  with  horror,  is  one 
oi  thofe  with  which  wc  arc 
moft  familiar.  Were  wc  con- 
vinced that  God  had  the  for* 
midable  dcfign  of  plunging 
us  into  the  depths  of  hell  on 
the  firft  aft  of  rebellion^  who 
is  he,  who  is  he,  who  woald 
have  the  madnefs  to  be  a  re- 
bel >  Why  then  are  wc  rebels? 
The  wife  man  tells  us,  iecaafe 
fentence  againfi  an  tn/il/wn-iis 
not  executed fpeedily^*  Sur  le 
delai  qui  Dieu  accerde  aax 
pecheurs.  torn*  vii. 

That  moft  admired  piece 
of  modern  eloquence,  MaflTI- 
Ibn's  fermon  on  the  death  of 
the  finner,  and  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  faid  by  fome  good 
judges  to  be  the  fined  piece 
of  eloquence  that' the  latter 
ages  have  produced,  is  an  af- 
femblage  of  all  the  abov^- 
mentioned 
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life  is  the  principal  end,  which  the  gofpcl  propofes, 
and  the  principal  charafter  of  a  true  chriftian) 
you  muft  firft  cftablifh  it  by  folid  fcripturc  proofs; 
As — The  grace  of  God  thai  brijigetb  fahiition  hath  ap- 
peared to  all  metiy  teaching  us  that  denying  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lufts^  we  Jbould  live  foberly^  righteoujly^ 
and  godly  in  this  prefent  world.  Tit.  ii.  1 1,  12. — 
This  is  a  faithful  faying^  and  thefe  things  I  will  that 

thou 


mentioned  obfervations,   re- 
prefented  under  the  moft  affedt- 
ing  images.     The  following 
palTage  has  been  exceedingly 
admired.  •'  Mors  Je  pechcur 
xnourant,.  nc   trouvant  plus 
dans  le  foavcnirdu  paiTe  que 
des  regrets,  qui  i'accablent ; 
dans  tout  ce  qui  fe  paffe  I  fes 
yeax,    que    des    images   qui 
I'affligcnt ;  dans  la  penlce  de 
Tavenir,  que  jdcs  horreurs  qui 
lepouvantent* :     ne     fachant 
plus  a  qui  avoir  recours :  ni 
aux  creatures,  qui  lui  echap- 
pent:'   ni    au  monde,    qui 
f'evanouit;  ni  aux  hommcs, 
que  ne  fauroicnt  le  dclivrer 
.de  la  mort ;  ni  ^u  Pieu  jufte,^ 
qu'il  regarde  comme  un  enne- 
mi  declare,  dont  il  ne  doit  plus 
attendre  d'indulgence :  il  fe 
roule  dans  fes  propres- hor- 
reurs ;    il  fe  tourmente,    il 
ragite  pour  fuir  la  mort  qui 
le  faifit,  ou  du  mt)ins  pour  fc 
fuir  lui-meme  :  y  fort  de  fes 
ycux  mourans,  je  ne  fai  quoi 
*  de  fombrc,   et  de  farouche, 
cui  exprimcles  fureorsde  fon 
amc  :  il  poufTe  du  fond  de  fa 
trifleffe  des  paroles  enirccou- 


pees  dc  fanglots,  qu'on  n'cn- 
tend  qu'a  demi ;  et  qu'on  ne 
fait  fi  c'eft  le  dcfefpoir  ou  Ic 
repcnrir  qui  les  a  formees  :  il 
jette  fur  un  Dieu  crucifie  des 
regards  affreux,  et  qui  laif- 
fent  douter  fi  c*efl  la  crainte 
ou  I'efperance,  la   hainc  ou 
Tamour  qu'ils  expriment :    il 
entre  dans  des  faiiiflemens  ok 
Ton  ignore  fi  c'eft  le  corps 
qui  fe  difibut,  ou  Tame  ^ui 
icnt  I'approche  de  fon  juge, 
il   foupire  profondcment;  ct 
Ton  ne  fait  fi  c'eft  le  fouvenir 
de  {cs  crimes  qui  lui  arrach^ 
ces  foupirs,    ou  le  defcfpoir 
de  quitter  la  vie.      £nfio  au 
milieu  de  ces  trifles   efforts^ 
Yes  ycux  fe  fixent,  fes  traits 
changent,  fon  viffagc  fe  de- 
figurc,  fa  bouche  lividc  f 'en- 
trouvre   d'ellc-meme ;     tout 
fon  corps  fremit ;  et  par  cc 
dernier  effort,  fon  ame  infor- 
tunee  f 'arrachc  comme  a  re- 
gret de  ce   corps  de   booe, 
torn  be  entre  les  mains  de  Dieu, 
ct   fe  trouve  feule  aux  pieas 
du  tribunal redoutabk.  Ji'vsnt 
p,  61.  62.  a  Purisy  1762. 
See  p.  350  of  this  vol. 
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Shcu  affirm  coi^anify,  7%at  tbey^  wbicb  bow  believed  iff 
Cod^  migbt  he  careful  to  maintain  good  works.  Tit.  iii. 
—The  fame  apoftle  clfewherc,  diftinguilhing  true 
from  falfc  proteiTors,  fays,  For  many  walk  ofwbom 
I  have  told  you  often^  aid  now  tell  you  even  weepings 
That  they  are  tbe  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Cbr^j  wbofe 
tnd  is  deftruSiony  wbofe  God  is  their  beUy^  and  who 
glory  in  their /bame^  who  mind  earthly  things :  but  our 
€onverfation  is  in  heaven^from  whence  alfo  we  look  for 
the  Saviour^  the  Lord  Jefus.  Phil.  iii. — TVe  are  bis 
workmanftnpy  fays  the  fame  apoftle,  created  in  Cbrifi 
Jefus  unto  good  worksy  wbicb  God  batb  before  or- 
dained  that  wefhould  walk  in  them.  The  whole  fixth 
of  Romans  is  written  to  fhew  that  the  true  end  of 
the  dodrine  of  grace  is  to  fanftify  men.  What 
fballwefay  then?  Shall  we  continue  in  fiiy  that  grace 
may  abound?  God  forbidl  How  fhall  we^  that  are 
dead  to  ftn^ .  live  any  longer  therein.  Know  ye  not^  that 
fo  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jefus  thrift  were 
baptized  into  bis  death  ?  Therefore  we  are  buried  with 
him  by  baptifm  into  deaths  that  like  as  Chriftwas  raifed 
up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father j  evenfo  we 
alfo  fibould  walk  in  newnefs  of  life.  &c.  (7)     Again, 

in 

(7)  Wt  are  hurieii 'ivith  him  and  to  rife  Into  newnefs  of 

hy   baptijm   into  death*     Al-  life.     "    Chriltum   fepuhum 

moil  ail  commentators  allow,  per   baptifmum   reprxfenu- 

that  this  pafi'age  is  defcriptdve  mus.      Oflendit   non    verba 

of  the  mode  and  end  of  pri*  tantam  bapciliaai,  {tA  et  xpfam 

mitive   baptifm.     The  mode  ejus  formam^    hoc    innaere. 

was  that  of  immerfion,  and  Nam  immeriio  totius  corporis 

the  end  or  deiign  of  immerf-  infiumen,  ita  utnon  confpice- 

ing  the  difciplc  of  Chriit  was  retur  amplius,  imaginem  ge- 

to  reprefent  his  faith  in  a  re*  rebat    fepulturae   quae    datur 

deemer,  who  died^  was  bu-  mortuis.   Confer.  Cor. xi.  12; 

ried^  and  rofe  again,  and  his  Alludit  ad  ilium  ritum 


own  profeHing  to  die  to  fin,    ^^^i,  ubi  corpus  ^aafifepeii- 

ebatar. 
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in  his  epiftle  to  the  Galacians,  having  flrongly  de^^ 
fended  that  gofpel  liberty,  which  Jefus  Chrift  has 
acquired  by  his  blood  for  us,  he  prevents  an  abufe, 
which  might  be  made  of  it,  by  adding,  Brethren^  ye 
have  been  called  to  liberty y  only  ufe  not  liberty  for  an 
oecajion  to  tbeflejh — Jf^alk  in  the  fpirit^  and  ye  Jhall 
not  fulfil  the  luft  of  the  fUfh—for  the  flejh  lujietb 
againjl  tbefpiritj  and  the  fpirit  againfi  tbeflejby  and 
tbefe  are  contrary  tbe  one  to  tbeotber — Now  tbe  works 
of  tbeflejh  are  tbefe ^  adult ery^  fornication^  uncleannefs^ 
lafcivioufnefsj  idolatry^  witchcraft^  hatred^  variance^ 
emulations^  wrath,  flrifcj  feditionSy  herefies,  envyingSj 
murders,  drunkennefs,  revellings  andfuch  like^  of  tbe 
which  I  tell  you  before,  as  I  have  alfo  told  you  in  time 
faft,  that  they,  which  do  fuch  things,  floall  not  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God.  But  tbe  fruit  of  tbe  fpirit  is 
i^fj  jyy  peace^  long-fuffering^  gentlenefsj  goodnefs^ 

faith^ 


ebatur^  et  mox  rurfusextra- 
liebatar  tanquam  e  fepul- 
chro."— P«/i  Synop/.  in  loc^ 

Now«  to  a  man,  who  allows 
that  baptifm  was  originally 
ftdminillered  to  adults  by  /m* 
merfion,  the  modern  bapcifb 
only  propofe  one  modeil  que- 
iftion.  If  the  founders  of  the 
chxifUan  church  adminiHered 
laptifm  fo«  and  if  no  authen- 
ticated religious  legiflators 
liave  arlfen  fince,  by  what  au- 
thority is  it  now  adminiilered 
to  injants  by  /prinkling,  fee- 
ing; fuch  an  adminiltration 
changes  both  fubjedt  and 
anode  ?  Tbe  baptifm  of  John, 
*wbence  nvas  it  ?,  From  bea<ven 
or  of  mtttf  M»t.  xxi.  25. 
All,  who  pretend  to  defend 


that  Innovation,  infant* 
fprinkling,  do  but  trifle,  ex* 
cept  they  go  to  the  true  ground 
of  the  debate*  and  either 
prove — that  infant  fprinklih^ 
IS  fomewhere  appointed  by 
Chrift  our  legiflator— or  that 
the  authority  of  Chrill  is  not 
mcefary  to  the  eilabliihmenc 
of  a  poiitive  inftitute— or  that 
foxne  perfon  has  fince  appeared 
q;^/</ with  fuch  authority  as 
Chrifthimfelf  cxerpifed.  Cir^ 
cumiion,  Abraham's  cove- 
nant, Greek  particles,  and  a 
thoufand  more  fuch  topicks^ 
no  more  regard  the  fubje^ 
than  the  firft  verfe  of  the  firl(b 
book  of  Chronicles,  Adam^ 
Sbeth,  Enofi, 
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yj»//i,  meeknefsj  temperance^  againft  fucb  there  is  mo 
law.  And  they  that  are  Cbrift^s  have  crucified  the 
fiejh,  with  the  affeSions  and  hip.  (8)     Wc  muft 

here 


(8)  Chrid'tans  ha*ve  cruet* 
fied  the  flijh.  S.  Paul  lays 
down  in  this  period  a  beauti- 
ful model  of  the  manner  of 
difcaffing  difHcult  and  ab- 
ftrufc  queftions  in  theology. 
Every  que  (lion  is  fubjeft  to 
two  fciences,  phiiofophy  and 
theology.  Phiiofophy  ex- 
plains it;  theology  improves 
It.  Ifphilofophy  cannot  com* 
prehend  the  mode,  and  yet 
allows,  the  fad,  theology  does 
not  alter  the  Hate  of  the  cafe : 
but,  taking, the  fad  allowed, 
and  leaving  conjedures  and 
debates  concerning  the  rea- 
fons  of  it,  applies  itfdf  to  an 
improvement  of  .  the  whole 
cafe  to  moral  purpofes.  This 
is  building  on  fure  ground. 

The  cafe  before  us  is  of 
this  kind.  The  fenfes  of  my 
body  rebel  againft  the  delibe- 
rate reafonings  of  my  mind, 
or,  as  the  apoftle  words  it,  the 
fejb  lufieth  againft  the  /pit  it. 
How  is  it  confiftent  with  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  my 
creator  to  put  my  reafon  to 
fuch  a  fevere  and  conft.mt 
trial  ?  This  b  a  difficult  que- 
ftion.  Let  us  fee  how  the 
apoftle  handles  it. 

I.  Obferve,  the  queftion  is 
not  the  invention  of  modern 
philofophers.  They  often 
boaft  more  than  they  ought 


of  fuperior  fagacity.  Their 
predeceftbrs,  pagan  philofo- 
phers knew  this  objedion  ;  it 
was  agitated  in  the  apoftle's 
days*     He  himfelf  knew  it. 

2.  S.  Paul  allows  the  faA« 
The  JUfl)  lufttth  againft  the 
fpirity  Jo  that  ye  cannot  da  the 
things  that  ye  njDould. 

3.  He  expofes  the  difmal 
confequences  of  yielding  to 
the  carrent.  In  this  world 
ignorance  produces  idelatry^ 
avarice  witchcrafts  pride  *&-«- 
riance^ ;  and  in  a  future  ftate 
perfons  under  the  power  of 
their  paffions  will  be  excluded 
from  the  kingdom  of  God. 

4.  Heoppofes  againft  this 
fad  condition  religion,  that 
fpiritual  religion  chrLftianity, 
including  love,  joy,  teace,  and 
fo  on  ;  a  religion  that  gives 
energy  to  the  didates  of  right 
reafoD,  and  teaches  it  how  to 
obtain  an  empire  over  the 
fcnfcs. 

5.  He  obferves,  that,  dif- 
ficult as  it  might  appear  to 
realize  this  fyftcm,  fads  prov- 
ed, fome  had  realized  it,  they 
that  are  Chrift^s  ha*ve  cruciftei 
theJleftSf. 

6.  He  proposes  them  as  an 
example  to  others  ;  This  I  fey 
then,  If^'alk  in  the/pirit,  andyt 
ftjall  not  fulfil  the  hft  of  the 

This 
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here  repeat  almoft  all  the  whole  New  Teftament, 
if  we  would  particularly  mention  all  the  paffages^ 
which  oblige  us  to  good  works,  for  the  whole  book 
enforces  obedience.  It  is  fufficient  to  fpcak  of 
our  Lord'.s  divine  and  admirable  words.  Let  your 
light  fojhine  before  men^  tbaty  feeing  your  good  workSy 
they  may  glorify  your  Fat  her  ^  which  is  in  heaven.  In- 
deed, by  a  general  view  of  the  end,  for  which  Jefus 
Chrift  came  into  the  world,  you  will  fee  he  came 
to  dejlroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  The  works  of  the 
devil  are  principally  two,  fin,  and  punifhment. 
Let  us  not  imagine,  that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into 
the  world  to  take  away  punifhment  only,  and  to 
leave  fin  triumphant;  he  c^me  to  deftroy  both.  I 
will  even  venture  to  fay,  he  came  to  deftroy  fin 
rather  than  forrow.  Suffering  concerns  only  the 
creature :  but  fin  concerns  the  creator  as  well  as 
the  creature;  it  dilhonours  the  one,  and  diftrefles 
the  other.  Punifiiment  indeed  makes  man  mifera^ 
ble:  but  at  the  fame  time  it  glorifies  divine  juftice: 
but  fin  is  equally  contrary  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  dignity  of  man.  The  principal  end  of  Chrift's 
coming  upon  earth  was  to  deftroy  fin.  Is  it  likely^ 
think  ye,  that  Jefus  Chrift  would  have  quitted  his 
manfion  of  glory,  and  defcended  to  this  earth  to 
acquire  an  impunity  for  criminals,  leaving  them 
immerfed  in  fenfuality  and  fin  ?  Is  it  likely,  that 
he  can  hold  communion  with  people  in  rebellion, 

and 

This  is  a  beaatifal  model  he  left  to  philofophers :    k 

of  the  apoftle's  method,  and  only  became  him  to  improve 

nothinj^  can    be  obje^ed  a-  an  allowed  fad  to  a  pious  pur« 

gaind  It.     It  did  not  lie  on  pofe.     This  mode  of  preach- 

him«  as  an  apoftle  of  Chrift,  ing  would  fhut  many  a  bran* 

10  explain  the  difficulty^  that  gle  out  of  the  church. 
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j^d  profancncfs?    Is  it  poffiblc  for  him,  the  bofy 
Jcfus,  to  join  his  fpirit  to  our  flclh,  his  purity  to 
our  profanity,  his  holinefs  to  our  iniquities  ?     This 
would  be  faying  he  came  to  unite  things,  which 
cannot  unite,  and  which  are  naturally  and  necefTa- 
rily  incompatible.     One  of  the  moft  imbittered 
enemies  of  our  religion  reproached  the  primitive 
chriftians,  that  their  Jcfus  came  jnto  the  world  to 
make  the  moft  horrible  and  dreadful  focieties,  for 
(faid  he)  he  calls  finners,  and  not  the  righteous,  fo 
that  the  body  Ke  came  to  affemble  is  a  body  of 
profligates,  feparated  from  good  people,  amongft 
whom  they  were  heretofore  mixed  •,  he  has  rgc&cd 
all  the  good,  and  collefted  all  the  bad  in  the  world. 
Falfe  and  cruel  accufation  !     Origen,  in  tbe^name 
of  the  whole  church,  folidly  refuted  it.     "  True, 
fays  he,  our  Jcfus  came  to  call  Jtnners :  but  it  was 
to  repentance-^  he  allembles  the  wicked :  but  it  is  to 
convert  them  into  new  men,  or  rather  (o  change 
them  into  angels.     We  come  to  him  covetous,  he 
makes  us  liberal;  unjuft  and  extortioners,  and  ho 
makes  us  equitable  •,  lafcivious,.  and  he  makes  us 
chafte  V  violeot  and  paffionate,  and  he  makes  us 
meek  -,  impious  and  profane,  and  he  makes  us  re- 
ligious."    This  is  the  true  efFedt  of  conununion 
with  Jefus  Chrift,  it  transforms  us  into  his  image, 
and  this  transformation  is  fo  efiential,  that  if   it 
does  not  appear  in  a   m^n,  we  are  obliged  to 
conclude,  he  is  not  in  communion  with  this  great 
Saviour.     But   befides  that   holinefs,    love,  and 
equity  are  infeparable  from  communion  with  Jefus 
Chrift  confidered  in  himfelf,  I  add,  they  are  alfo 
from  communion  with  our  heavenly  Father,  to 
which  communion  with  Jefus  Chrift  leads  us.    As 
he  came  into  the  world  in  the  quality  of  a  media- 
tor. 
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tor,  he  called  men  to  himfclf  only  to  unite  thchi  to 
God;  for  which reafon  he  faid,  lam  tbewff^y  the 
truths  and  the  life  \  no  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by 
me :  and  clfcwhere.  Neither  pray  I  for  thefe  alone^ 
hut  for  them  alfo^  which  fball  believe  on  me  through 
their  word^that  they  all  may  be  one^  as  thou  Father  art 
in  mtj  and  I  in  thee^  that  they  fllfo  may  be  one  in  us. 
But  how  is  it  pofTible  that  God  ihould  hold  com- 
munion with  people,  who  live  in  fin?     Thou  art  not 
a  God {{zys  the  prophet)  that  haft  pkafure in  wicked^ 
nefs^  neither  fhall  evil  dwell  with  thee.     The  foclifh 
Jballnot  ft  and  in  thy  fight  ^  thou  bat  eft  all  workers  of 
iniquity.     It  is  evident  then  that  the  religion  of 
Jeius  Chriil,  which  brings  us  into  communion  with 
God,  brings  us  alfo  at  the  fame  time  into  true 
holinefs,  without  which  communion  with  God  is 
not  attainable.   It  is  inconceivable,  that,  while  we 
remain  immerfed  in  fenfuality,  and  fin,  we  can  be 
the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoflr,  as  the  fcripture  fays 
true  believers  are.     Can  the  Holy  Ghoft  dwell  in 
a  man  without  producing  efFefts  of  his  power  and 
grace?     Can  he  dwell  idly  in  a  man?     Can  he 
poflefs  his  heart  and  affeftions,  and  yet  leave  his^ 
affeftions  cnflaved  to  fin?     It   is  with  the  holy^ 
Spirit  as  with  fire,  which  cannot  be  any  where 
without  heat  \  or,  if  you  pleafe,  as  the  fun,  which 
cannot  be  above  the  horizon  without  giving  light ; 
That  which  is  born  of  the  fiefb  isflefh^  fays  our  Sa- 
viour, and  that  which  is  born  of  the  fpirit  is  fpirit. 
With  the  fame  view  the  apoftle  tells  the  Romans, 
They^  that  art  after  tbeflefh^  do  mind  the  things  of  the 
flefh^  but  they^  that  are  after  the  fpirit^  the  things  of 
the  fpirit.     It  is  then  impoflible  to  be  a  true  chrif- 
tian,  or  to  have  communion  with  Jefus  Chrift, 
unlcfs  we  partake  of  his  fpirit ;  If  any  man  have 

3  H  2  not 
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not  thcjpirit  ofCbriJi^  fays  S.  Paul,  he  is  none  of  his. 
Bicmje  ye  arefons^  he  fays  clfcwhcre,  Ge;J  bath  fen f 
forth  the  fpirit  of  his  Jon  into  your  hearts^  ^U^f^S  Abha^ 
Father.  From  all  which  it  clearly  follows,  that 
an  unfiinftificd  man  has  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  iz 
not  in  communion  with  him,  does  not  belong  to 
his  myftical  body,  is  not  a  true  believer,  in  a  word, 
is  not  a  real  chriftian.  Holincfs  is  an  infeparablc 
companion,  and  a  neceflary  efFeft  of  the  golpel, 
and  it  is  alfo  an  infallible  charafter  or  mark  of  a 
found  convert.  (9) 

But, 


(9)  Holine/s  is  the  mark  of 
a  found  counter t.  A  mark  is  a 
token  by  which  any  thing  is 
known;  a  mark  of  converfion 
as  fuch  a  character  as  diflin- 

fuiihes  a  true  convert  from  a 
ypocrite.  Pious  perfonsare 
naturally  defirous  of  afcer- 
tainine  the  truth  and  genu- 
inenels  of  their  piety,  and 
divines  lay  down  many  figns, 
tokens^  or  marks,  by  which 
they  may  be  ailifled  in  their 
enquiry.  The  unhappinefs 
is,  each  of  thefe  marks  may 
be  counterfeited,  fo  that  there 
is  ufually  as  much  difficulty 
ih  afcertaining  the  goodnefs 
of  the  mark  as  in  making  out 
the  truth  of  that  faith,  which 
is  to  be  proved  by  it.  We 
will  take  the  liberty  to  make 
a  few  obfervations  on  this 
fubjea. 

I .  Some  lay  down  fpurious 
marks.  Thus  one.  «♦  T\i^ 
befl  men  cannot  be  fure  of 
themfelves   until  they  have 


been  proved.  •  .  But  to  iee  a 
good  man,  with  Job,  holding 
a  dreadful  difeafe  no  evil  in 
comparifon  of  letting  go  bis 
integrity y  is  a  noble  trial  and 
inftance  of  juftifying  .faith." 
This  fermon  is  "  Jgainfi  the 
dangerous  and Jinful  fradice  of 
inoculation  J"*  The  text  is  Job 
xi.  7.  and  according  to  our 
preacher's  reafoning,  to  be 
inoculated  is  to  let  go  inte^ 
gritjf,  and  confequently  to 
die  of  the  fmall-pox  in  a  na- 
tural way,  through  a  dread  of 
offending  God  by  being  ino- 
culated, is  a  mark  of  j  unify- 
ing fsuth.—MaJey'sfer.  at  S. 
AndrenM*Sj  Holbourne^  J^b* 
vjzt.  •        ' 

2.  Some  lay  down  arhi^ 
trary  marks  of  their  own  de- 
vi/ing,  xMfcrjptural  if  not  at- 
//Tcriptural,  The  Athana- 
fian  creed  affirms.  Except 
rvery  one  do  keep  the  ca/hoHe 
faith  ivhole  and  undefied, 
without  iouit  hi  fiall  perifb 
rver^ 
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But,  if  holinefs  be  a  neceflary  confcquence  of 
the  gofpd,  it  is  no  Icfs  true  that  the  gofpcl  is  an 
incxhauftible  fource  of  motives  to  holinefs,  I  pafs 
over  its  precepts,  and  rules  of  conduft,  which 
give  us  an  idea  of  holinefs  in  a  manner  fo  lively, 
fo  beautiful,  and  fo  full  of  charms,  that  it  alone 
is  a  powerful  motive  to  obedience.  Nor  will  I 
Hop  to  obferve,  that  the  nature  of  vice  is  repre- 
fcnted  in  the  gofpel  fo  fully,  and  the  horror  of  it  fo 
well  dcfcribed,  that  we  muft  needs  hold  it  in  ab- 
horrence. It  fhall  be  fufficient  now  to  remark  to 
you,  and  (if  may  venture  to  fay  fo)  to  make  you 
feel  by  your  own  experience,  that  nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  powerful  than  the  reafons,  by 
which  the  chriftian  religion  enforces  the  neceflary 
pradice  of  good  \yorks.     All  its  myfteries  point 


everlafiingjy.     Where  has  Jc- 
fus  Chrift  faid  fo  ? 

3.  Some  lay  dov/n  general 
marks,  as — chat  chriftians  be- 
lieve the  /rii/i&— love  the  peo- 
ple of  God — defire  to  do  good, 
andfoon.  The  queftion  in 
all  chefe  returns,  who  are  the 
people  of  God?  What  is  the 
truth?  &c. 

4.  Some  lay  down  precari- 
ous marks,  as—that  good  men 
love  prayer — rejoice  in  religi- 
ous ordinances -^^wy  and  re- 
lieve the  /0or-— and  fo  on .  All 
thefe  may  be  found  in  a  be- 
liever at  one  time,  and  thro* 
the  infirmity  of  his  nature 
may  be  abfent  at  another. 
Should  he  always  judge  of  his 
ilatc  therefore  by  a  prefent 
i&ame,  he  mightj  as  a  good 


at 

divine  ufed  to  fay,  look  for 
the  time  on  a  fun  dial  whea 
the  fun  did  not  (hine. 

Mr.  Claude,  along  with  all 
our  bed  divines,  takes  the 
good  man  altogether,  if  I 
may  fpeak  fo,  and  forms  a 
judgment  of  his  ftate  by  thege^ 
neral  habitual  eour/eofbis  lifg^ 
In  like  manner  we  fay  of  one 
man,  he  enjoys  a  good  ftate 
of  health,  of  another,  he  is 
very  rich,  of  a  third,  he  is  a 
very  chearful  companion ;  yet 
the  firft  has  been  now  and  then 
fick,  the  fecond  has  fomecimes 
wanted  money,  and  the  third 
has  had  days  of  gloom  aad 
ihade.  Holinefs  then  is  tne 
general  charader  of  a  goud 
man. 
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at  this.  All  the  moft  grand,  and  mod  marvellous 
things  it  teacheth,  regard  this.  All  its  dodrines 
are  fo  many  bonds,  bonds  the  ftrongeft,  to  bind 
our  hearts  to  the  obedience  of  faith,  or,  to  ufe  the 
language  of  S.  Paul,  they  are  fo  many  weapons  of 
waty  mighty  through  Godj  to  caft  down  imaginations 
and  every  high  things  and  to  bring  into  captivity  every 
thought  to  the  obedience  of  Cbrifi.     (i) 

The 


( I )  The  doSrims  of  the  go/- 
pel  caft  donjun  imaginations, 
CT  reafonings.  This  fubjed  is 
difcuiTed  in  a  mod  maderly 
manner  by  the  great  Saurin  in 
three  fermons  on  Ecclef.  vii. 
29. 

The  fit^  fermon  coniiders 
man  in  relation  to  the  difFe* 
rem  fyftems  of  religion,  which 
be  adopts,  and  (hews  the  abufe 
be  makes  of  his  reafon  by  ad- 
hering to  certain  dodrines* 
The  third  coniiders  man  in 
relation  to  the  different  fyf- 
tems  of  felicity,  which  he 
purfues,  and  fhews  the  abufe 
he  makes  of  his  reafon  in  his 
furfuits  of  bappintfs.  The 
maxims  quoted  at  the  begining 
of  this  chapter  ^e  the  parts 
of  this  difcourfe  :  but  the  fe- 
cond  fermon  more  immediate- 
]y  relates  to  the  fubjed,  of 
which  Mr.  Claude  is  here 
fpeaking.  In  it  he  coniiders 
man  as  fubjed*  to  a  fupreme 
legiHator,  and  fhews  the  a- 
bufe  he  makes  of  his  reafon  in 
regard  to  nioral  'virtues.  He 
feduccs  the  irregularities  of 
the  mind  in  morality  to  iix 


clafles.  The  firft  he  calls  the 
irregularities  of  fcepticifai. 
2d.  The  biafs  we  have  for  the 
marvellous;  3d,  The  irre- 
gularities  of  orthodosty.  4. 
Of  exaggeration.  5-  Of  li- 
bertiniim,  6.  Of  accommo* 
dation,  and  compofition.  In 
that  on  orthodoxy,  he  oppofes 
fuch  '^  as  imagine  that  the 
eifence  of  a  chriilian's  calling 
is  to  have  found  ideas  of  the 
myfteries  of  religion,  and  to 
embrace  its  promifes,  bat  that 
it  is  even  dangerous  to  dwell 
much  on  its  precepts.  This 
.pretence  has  againft  it  (adds 
he)  a  world  of  demonflratioas ; 
but  you  will  perceive  the  in- 
juftice  of  it  (uiHciently  if  the 
fpirit  of  God  is  pleafed  to  de- 
clare himfelf  deofively  on  two 
propoiitions.  id.  The  moft 
found  and  pore  orthodoxy  is 
ufelefs,  it  is  even  dangerous, 
if  it  does  not  regulate  the 
heart,  and  fandify  the  life. 
Moreover,  the  more  perfed  a 
man's  knowledge,  and  the 
more  pure  his  orthodoxy,  the 
more  rigorous  will  his  puniih- 
ment  be,  if  his  virtues  are  not 
foitable 
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The  gofpel  confccratcs  to  holy  ufcs,  even  what 
the  light  of  nature  teacheth  us — as,  that  God  is 
our  creator^  who  at  the  beginning  called  us  into 
exiflence  by  his  power,  and  made  us  what  we  arc 
— that  he  is  our  preferver^  who  by  a  perpetual  in- 
fluence fupports  us,  and  prevents  our  falling  back 
into  non-entity— that  it  is  his  providence,  which 
governs  all  tht  whole  univerfe,  particularly  watches 
over  us,  and  furnifhes  whatever  his  goodnefs  and 
wifdom  judge  needful  for  us.  What  can  more 
forcibly  incline  us  to  a  pra&ice  of  oWdience  than 
thefe  important  truths  if  weir  confidered?  For 
what  obligations  have  we  to  God  lince  he  is  our 


fuitablc  to  his  light/*  This 
he  requires  at  the  oracles  of 
God,  and  receives  from  Luke 
iii,  47.  Niat.  xi.  21.  2  Pet.  ii. 
21.  I  Cor.  xiii.  i.  &c.  Jame« 
ii.^  19.  a  clear  anfwer  m  the 
affirmative.  His  fecond  pro- 
pofition  h,  **  The  dodrines, 
which  men  have  thought  moft 
proper  to  favour  their  indo- 
lence, are  moft  proper  to  ex- 
cite vigilance.  Moreover,  one 
chief  end  of  the  holy  Spirit  in 
revealing  thefe  do£lrines,  was 
to  awaken  our  attention  to 
pra^ical  piety,"  Thefe  he 
cakes  one  by  one  to  fcripture, 
and  receives  a  clear  anfwer, 
that  they  all  enjoin  the  ftridt- 
eft  diligence.  Man*s  original 
depravity  and^eaknefs^  iVlai. 
xxvi.  41.  PhU.  ii.  12.  13,— 
Decrees,  2Pct.  i.  10.  2  Tim.ii. 
19.  Deut.  XXX.  II,  12,  to  the 
cud.     Free  juflification  by  tbt 


Hood  of  Cbrift  ^without  nnorksf 
Rom.  vi.  I,  2,  &c.  Jam.  i.  21. 
26.  Perfrverance,  Ezek.  xxxiii« 
12,  13.  He  clofes  by  faying 
*'  it  would  be  ttafy,  my  bre- 
thren, to  heap  np  a  far  great- 
er number  of  paiTages  to  prove 
thefe  propofitions  :  but,  I 
fbme times  afk  myfelf,  have  we 
not  declaimed  too  much,  or 
written  too  much  againft 
thofe,  who  maintain  that 
fome  dodirines  in  our  gofpel 
weaken  the  neceffity  of  good 
works  ?  There  are  fome  errors 
perpetuated  only  by  our  con- 
tinuing to  refute  them.— 
Men,  who  profefs  to  believe 
the  bible  a  divine  revelation^ 
affirming  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  prefs  the  neceffity  of  its 
precepts,  do  they  deferve  to 
be  ferioufly  .refuted  ?  I  pror 
nounce  nothing  on  this  prob- 
lem* Bat  heap  who  will  difV 
tindion 
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creator  who  gave  us  life,  and  being  ?  Ought  not 
we  to  devote  all  to  him,  from  whom  we  received 
all  ?  And  if  we  owe  him  all,  fhould  not  we  be 
monfters  rather  than  men  to  difhonour  his  crca- 
tion,  to  infult  his  bounty,  to  rebel  againft  Im 
laws,  and  to  have  his  glory  always  before  our  eyes  ? 
But,  perhaps,  creation  may  appear  to  you  a  diftant 
benefit,  which  muft  needs  have  loft  much  of  its 
value  by  the  great  number  of  ages,  which  have 
expired  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  till  now; 
or  perhaps  by  the  many  years,  which  have  paflcd 
fince  your  birth.  Surely,  were  this  the  cafe,  a 
favour,  which  beftowed  on  us  all  we  are,  and  all 
we  have,  however  long  fince  it  was  conferred, 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  on  that  account.  But 
this  is  not  true,  for  he,  who  created  man  at  the 
beginning,  he,  who  brouglit  us  into  being,  he  it  is^ 
who  ftill  preferves  us ;  and  whofe  influence  is  ftill 
neceffary  to  our  cxiftence :  fhould  he  fulpend  it 
but  one  moment  we  fhould  be  no  more.  Every 
day,  every  moment  then  does  God  renew  the  fa- 
vour, or,  to  fpcak  more  properly,  every  day, 
every  moment  he  increafes  the  number  of  his  fa- 
vours. David,  fpeaking  of  the  MefTiah,  fays, 
thou  baft  the  dew  of  thy  youths  from  the  wcmb  of  tbt 
ntorning.  (2)  And  in  another  place,  on  a  different 

fubjcd, 

tindlion  upon  diflindtlon ;  lofe  faiherlefs  andnuitiaivs  in  their 

him  felf  who  will  in  fcholallical  affli^ion,    and  io  keep  bimjelf 

\2\iynnt\is  \/eek  out y  who  v/iW,  unfpotted  from    the    ivorld.^* 

ma/ij  r/tvenf ions  :  for  our  pZTts,  Saur.  torn,    iv.   p.   376.  aU 

wc  will  always  admit  the  dc-  Haye.  1755. 
finition,  which  an  apoflle  has         (2)  **  InboUntfs  iterj  liM'- 

"^vrtn  of  ntVigLon*  Pure  religion  ti/ul,  more  than  the  aurora^ 

and   undefiled  before  God  and  or  ^ivo/.tb  of  rbe  morning,  wheu 

the  Father  is  ibts,  to  'vfjit  tie  ihe  is  ready  to  briag  tortk  the 
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fubjeft,  day  unto  day  utUretbfpeecb^  night  unto  nigbf 
Jhiwetb  knowledge.  (3)  Eut  we  may  fay  of  God's 
wonderful  prefcrvation  of  us,  that  our  life,  our 
motion,  our  being,  come  every  morning,  not  from 
xhitwomb  of  tbt  mornings  but  from  the  inimortal 
fources  of  the  goodnefs,  and  power  of  God.(4)  One 
of  his  favours  uttereth  fpeech  to  another,  fince  the 
moments  are  not  more  clofely  joined  together  than 
his  favours  are.    Yet,  more  than  all  this,  he  adds 

his 


fun,  and  then  it  is  a  noble 
figure  to  exprefs  the  glorious 
beauty  of  God's  ways.**  Rty- 
nolds  on  the  place. 

"  Si  quis  diflindlins  habere 
velit  fcnfum  verborum,  ita  re- 
folvat,  ex  utero  prodituram 
effe  innumeram  fobolem,  fi- 
cuti  ros  ab  aurora  diftillat." 
Calnj.  in  ioc» 

(3)  ^^j  ^^*^  ^^y*    *^  ^^^^ 

quidem  unus,  fi  fatis  at- 
tenti  effemus  ut  decebat, 
nobis  idoneus  elTet  gloriae 
Dei  teftis :  nox  etiam  una 
idem  officium  prsflaret.  Sed 
quum  videmusfolem  etiunam 
quotidie  fuo  ambitu  mundum 
compledi,  interdia  folem  ftt« 
per  capita  noftra  extare,  lu- 
nam  fuccedere  vicibus,  gra* 
datim  folem  afcendere^  etfi* 
jnul  propius  ad  nos  accedere, 
poftea  iter  fuum  refledere,  ut 
SL  nobis  paulatim  recedat^^hinc 
dierum  vel  nodium  longitu- 
dinem  confide  et  hanc  verita- 
tem  xquabili  lege  ita  eHe  dif- 
poiitam  ut  quotannis  recurrat, 
h2ec  longe^clarior- teftificatio 
eft.'*  Calv.  in  P/al.  xix. 
Vol.  U 


Hiceftenim  (i.e.  Chriftus) 
qui  iicuc  fpoufus  egredicur  de 
thalamo  fuo,  exultavit  ut  Gi- 
eas  ad  currendam  viam,  a 
lummo  ccelo  egreflio  ejus,  ec 
ufque  ad  fummum  regrefEo 
ejus.  Novat.  de  trin.  cap.  xiii. 

(4)  Pf.  ex.  3.  Thy  people Jball 
be  'Willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
power f  in  the  beauties  of  bolt'- 
nefsfrom  the  nuomh  ofthemorn* 
ingi  thou  haft  the  de^w  of  thy 
youth.  We  have  elfewhere 
ventured  a  conjecture  on  thh  . 
obfc  u  re  paiTage  •  See  Saurin  *s 
fennons,  vol.  ii.  p.  84.  Thy 
people  ftfall  he  'willing  in  the 
day,  ivhen  thou  /halt  ajfemhle 
thy  boft  in  holy  pomp.  We 
have  fuppofed  the  paiTage  a 
prophetical  alluiion  to  the  old 
Jewifh  cuflom  of  conqueiors 
returning  from  victorious  bat- 
tles, when  they,  and  their  ar- 
mies prefented  to  God  a  part  of 
the  fpoils  taken  in  war.  Thefe 
free  nvill  offerings  were  carried 
in  folemn  proceffion  by  the  ar- 
my to  the  temple.  Thus  the 
Meffiah  (hall  clofe  the  fcene  of 
his  glorious  atchievements. 
3  I  Hit 
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his  providential  care,  he  watches  over  us  whik  we 
flcep,  he  thinks  about  us  when  we  forget  him,  he 
defends,  and  protcds  us  when  we  do  not  fee  him^ 
he  Dourilhes,  and  cloaths  our  bodies,  he  furnifhes 
matter  for  our  thoughts,  and  actions,  he  numbers 
the  very  hairs  of  our  heads,  and  not  one  of  them 
falls  without  him.     O  powerful  motives  to  love, 
and  obedience!  Shall  it  be  faid,  that  God  pre- 
fcrves  ungrateful  and  rebellious  creatures,  who  do 
nothing  but  affront  him  ?  Shall  it  be  faid,  his  fun 
chears  us  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  docs  ferpcnts, 
and  vipers,  and  that  it  influences  us  as  it  does  en- 
venomed dragons  ?  Shall  we  keep  none  of  his'com* 
'  mandmcnts,  while  he  keeps  each,  the  lead  hair  of 
our  heads  ?    Alas !    fhall  we   be  fuch  miferable 
wretches  as  to  abufc  his  own  benefits  to  his  dif- 
honour  ? 

But  all  thefe  motives,  however  great  and  power* 
ful,  are  nothing  in  comparifon  of  thofe,  which  the 
gofpel  does  not  borrow  from  the  light  <rf"  reafon, 
but  takes  from  its  own  fource,  I  mean  fuch  as 
cpme  from  fu  per  natural  revelation*  Thefe  mo» 
tives  are  almoft  all  comprehended  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  in  the  myfteries  of  his  oeconomy,  and  they 
are  fuch  as  muft  afFc<9:  every  foul,  which  is  oo^ 
I  do  not  fay  hard  and  iofcnfible,  but  entirely  dead 
in  fin,  or  pofleffcd  by  the  devil;  for,  in  one  word, 
that  God  after  all  our  rebellions,  and  all  our 
crimes,  fhould  yet  be  reconciled  to  us,  that  be 
fhould  give  his  fon,  that  1^  ihould  give  him  to  be 
flefh  and  blood  like  us,  that  he  fhould  give  him 

to 

His  followers  and  iheir  ofFer-     ing  brings  forth  in  thejuaihpiX 
ings  ihall  be  nuniej'ous  as  the     fpring  of  the  year* 
drops  oiilt'U)^  which  che;s«0/*«* 
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to  be  our  head,  our  brother,  and  our  example, 
that  he  (hould  give  him  to  die  for  us,  to  die  the 
mod  bloody,  the  mod  ignominious,  and  the  moft 
cruel  death,  that  could  be  coRceived,  is  not  this 
love  and  mercy  worthy  of  eternal  praife  ?  And 
what  horrible  ingratitude  muil  it  be,  if  after  all 
this  we  fhould  be  yet  capable  of  wilfully  finning 
aga;nft  a  God  fo  good,  and  of  counting  ibe  blood 
offucb  a  covenant  an  unholy  thing  ?  (5) 
,  Aftef 


(5)  M9t$*oti  takin  frtm  r#« 
milution.  Thus  Saurin.  **  A- 
bove  all  enter  into  his  fane- 
tuary,  fix  your  meditation  on 
the  incarnate  word,  compre- 
hend, if  yoar  nind  be  capa- 
ble of  comprehending,  what 
it  is  for  a  God  to  Ucome  of 
no  reputation,  and  to  take  upon 
him  the  form  of  a  /errant* 
Confider  the  oujefty  of  God, 
approach  his  throne,  behold 
his  fiery  flaming  eye«,  fee  the 
.power,  and  m^jefty,  which 
fill  his  fandnary,  view  the  ar- 
mies of  heaven  miniftering  to 
his  will,  and  thus,  if  poffible, 
form  fome  idea  of  the  fupreme 
being.  Thinjc  that  this  God 
united  himfelf  to  mortal  fleih, 
in  order  to  fufFer  for  ns  what- 
ever the  fury  of  men,  and  the 
rage  of  devils  could  invent.  I 
know  not,  my  brethren,  what 
impreflions  thefe  objeds  make 
on  you,  for  my  part,  I  own, 
if  any  thing  could  render 
chriftianity  doubtful  or  pro- 
blematical to  me,  it  would  be 
what  it  tells  U4  on  this  myf- 


tery.  I  own,  I  need  at  leaft 
all  my  faith,  and  ail  the  au* 
thority  of  him,  who  fpeaks 
in  our  fcriptures,  to  perfuadd 
me  that  God  would  abafe  him- 
felf in  this  manner*  But 
if  amidft  the  darknefs  with 
which  this  myilery  is  covered^ 
I  fpy  a  fmall  glimmering  ligkc 
to  reduce  at  in  fome  fort  to 
my  fize,  this  glinomering  ray 
^fcovers  to  me  the  punilh- 
ments,  which  God  will  infiidl 
on  thofe,  who  defpife  fo  great 
a  facrifice.  After  this,  the 
.  dodtrine  of  eternal  punifli* 
ments  feems  to  have  nothing 
contrary  to  divine  juftice.  No, 
this  burning  lake  v/ith  its 
fmoke,  this  eternity  with  its 
abyfs,  thefe  devils  with  their 
rage,  this  hell  with  its  hor«- 
rors,  have  nothing,  methinks^ 
too  rigorous  for  men  who  have 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of 
Cod,  eounted  the  Hood  of  the 
Con;enaiU  an  unholy  thing,  and 
crucified  afrejb  the  Lord  of 
glory.**  Sdur./er./urlestour^ 
wtnsdeVenfer^  torn.  ii« 

^ll  Hovt 
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After  this,  fomc  moral  confequcnccs  may  be 
drawn  from  the  truth  you  have  proved.  As  firft, 
that  chriftianity  is  difhonourcd  when  the  outward 
profcffion  of  it  is  attended  with  a  bad  life,  for  it 
proves  how  little  efficacy  religion  has  had  upon 
us,  and  it  gives  occafion  to  the  profane  to  infult 
the  chriftian  religion,  and  to  impute  to  it  the  vices 
of  its  profeffors.  Our  converfations^  fays  TcrtuHian, 
hlujh  when  compared  with  our  fentiments.  St.  Paul 
fpeaks  ftrongcr  ftill,  the  name  ofGed^  fays  he,  isblaf- 
pbemed  among  the  Gentiles  through  you.  2.  You 
may  alfo  fhew  how  they  deceive  themfelves,  who, 
without  fanftification  and  good  works,  imagine 
themfelves  chriftians.  They  arc  by  ho  means 
chriftians  ;  they  fcandaloufly  bear  a  name,  which 
they  have  rafhly  ufurped,  but  which  indeed  docs 
not  belong  to  them  •,  they  are  baftards  and  not  fons^ 
or  rather  they  are  born  offlejh  and  bloody  but  not  of 
God  :  but  true  chriftians,  according  to  St.  Jojm, 
are  born  of  God^  and  not  of  the  will  of  thefUfb^  nor  of 

the 


How  awfully  triie  is  tlie 
following  complaint  of  the 
good  Fenelon  to  hu  God. 
"  O  God !  Men  fleep  in  thy 
tender,  and  paternal  bofom, 
and  full  of  deceitful  dreams 
are  infcnfible  of  tlie  mighty 
hand  that  holds  them.  Wert 
thou  a  barren,  weak,  and 
inanimate  body,  fuch  as  a 
fading  flower,  a  pa£5ng  river, 
a  decaying  houfe,  a  pidure 
which  is  only  an  aflemBIage 
of  colours  to  ftrike  the  fancy, 
or  an  ufelefs  metal  to  dazzle 
the  eye,  they  would  perceive 
^ce^  and  would  foolifhly  at* 


tribute  to  thee  the  po^er  of 
giving  them  pleafure,  though 
indeed  inanimate  things, 
which  have  no  plcafing  fenfa« 
tions,  can  communicate  none. 
Of  pleafure  thou  art  the  only 
fource.  Wert  thou  only  a 
grofs,  brittle,  and  inanimate 
being,  a  mafs  without  life, 
the  ihadow  of  a  being,  thy 
vain  nature  would  bufy  thdr 
vanity,  thou  wouldefl  bean 
objeft  proportioned  to  their 
bafe,  and  brutal  roijids.'^ 
Oeuwes  pbilo/,  torn.  i.  iji. 
torn,  ii*  155. 
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the  will  of  man.  3.  The  vaineft  of  all  hopes  5s  to 
imagine  that  we  may  be  faved  by  the  bare  profef- 
fion  of  chriftianity,  without  any  regard  to  goqd 
works,  I  own  the  chriftian  religion  gives  lifet 
but  it  is  only  to  thofe,  who  are  fanftificd.  Toti 
jhalllive^  fays  the  apoftle,  but  on  what  condition? 
if  ye  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body.  (6)  The  bare  out- 
ward profeffion,  far  from  faving  men,  will  only 
aggravate  their  condemnation,  according  to  thfs 
inviolable  maxim  of  Jefus  Chrift,  That  fervant^ 
which  knew  his  hordes  will^  and  prepared  not  himftlf^ 
neither  did  according  to  his  willy  fhall  be  beaten  with 
manyftripes.  In  another  place,  defcribing  the  form 
of  the  laft  judgment,  he  fays,  many  will  come  to 
him  in  that  day,  faying,  Lord^  Lord^  have  we  not 
prophefied  in  thy  name^  and  in  thy  name  have  caft  out 
devils^  and  in  thy  name  have  done  many  wonderful 
works?  But  he  will  prof efs  unto  thtm^  I  never  knew 
youy  depart  from  me^  ye  that  work  iniquity.  Depart 
into  everlajiing  fire^  prepared  for  the  devil  and  bis 
angels.  Finally  you  may  add  reproofs,  and  ex- 
hortations. 

It  muft  not  be  thought,  that  thefe/^r  ways  of 
difcuffing  texts  are  fo  heterogeneous,  that  they  caa 
jicver  be  mixed  together  5  on  the  contrary,  there 

are 

(6)  Conditions  of  fal*vation.  36.  xil.  4*  Rom.  x.   10.    So 

Our  author  does  hot  mean  to  that  he  is  to  be  underftood 

^ftablifh  the  popifh  notion  of  here    in    perfect   coTififljency 

merit,  when  he  calls  holinefs  with  what  he  fays  elfewhere 

a   condition^  he  only    means  on  Phil.  ii.    13.  Vol.   i.   p. 

that  it  is  (as  they  call  it)  rtf»/<i  197,    &c.     They    are^    fays 

Jint  qua  non  ;    that    is,  that  one,  the  way  to  the  throne, 

good  works  arc   neceflary  to  not  the  price  of  the  crown. 

ya/*va/ioo,  not  lo  juftijication.  Via  regniy  non  cau/a  repumdL 

In  this  he  agrees  with  fcrip-  ^^Btrnard. 
cure^  Matt.  x.   zz.  Heb.  x» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    438    ) 

arc  a  great  many  texts,  in  which  it  will  be  ncceflaiy 
to  make  ufe  of  two,  or  three,  and  fometinnes  even 
of  all  the  four  ways.  When  a  text  is  explained^  \t 
will  be  very  often  needful  to  make  fomc  obfcrva* 
iions  alio,  and  the  matter  will  require  as  long  an 
cpplication.  Sometimes  to  explain  a  text  well,  the 
matter  muft  be  reduced  into  many  propqfiUons^  as 
we  have  obferved  on  thefe  words,  //  is  Ged  tba$ 
wcrketh  in  you  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good  pUafure. 
In  like  manner,  when  the  method  of  ebfervation  \% 
ufed,  it  very  often  happens  that  fome  pare  of  the 
text  needs  explainingj  and  fo  of  the  reft,  (7)  Thefe 
four  ways  muft  be  diftingutlhed  for  two  reafons. 
ifl.  Becaufe  they  are  very  different  frocn  one  ano* 
ther :  to  explain,  to  make  obfervations,  to  apply, 

and 


(7)  Methods  ef  difcuffiM 
may  he  mixed^  Mr.  Saurin, 
on  Heb.  x.  5,  &c.  Sacrifice 
and  offering  thou  njuouldft  not. 
Ant  a  htdy  haft  thou  prepared 
me  :  in  burnt  offerings  and  fa- 
CTi&ccs/orftu  thou  haft  had  no 
plea  fur e.  Then /aid  I /Lo^  I  come 
(in  the  'volume  of  the  hook  it  is 
^written  of  me)  to  do  thy  ivlli,  O 
God,  firft  confiders  thp  words 
as  proceeding  from  Chrift's 
mouth,  and  fecondly  as\hf 
language  of  his  people.  In 
the  firft  Dart  he  fays,  there 
are  three  things  nece/Tary.  ifl. 
Our  text  is  a  citation,  it  muft 
hcuerifted.  2.  It  is  difficult, 
it  muft  be  explained,  t.  It  is 
one  of  the  moftefTential  truths 
of  religion,  it  muft  be  folidly 
proved. 

Mr.  Domont  ufes  ytrj  a« 


greeably/ro/^iMr  and  appU* 
cation  OQ  I  Cor.  xlii.  0.  He 
difcufTes  the  fubje£^  in  xwb 
fermons.  In  the  firft  he  fays, 
**  I  will  ixplaiu  this  hum* 
bling  truth  in  two  propofttiont 
exprefledinthetext;  theone, 
that  God  has  not  judged  it 
necefTary  to  reveal  himfelf  fol* 
]y  to  us,  *we  knonv  hut  impartm 
The  other,  that  our  know- 
ledge of  what  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  reveal  is  vcnr  im- 
pcrfcd,  wf  prophejy  hut  in 
part,**  In  the  iecond  fermon 
he  applies  the  fubjed  to  ufe, 
and  teaches  a  leifon  of  faith, 
humility,  meeknefs,  refigoa^ 
tion,  diligence,  deadnefs  to 
the  world,  Scc.'-^Serm.  par 
Dumontf  fur  t*  imperf*  dt  not 
Connoijanceu 
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and  to  reduce  to  propoficions^  arc  four  very  dlf* 
fcrent  ways  of  treating  a  text.  A  compofer,  then, 
muft  not  confound  them  together:  but  he  muft 
obfervc  the  difference  well,  that  he  may  ufe  them 
properly.  2d.  Becaufe  it  is  cuftomary  to  give  the 
difcuffion  of  a  text  the  name  of  the  prevailing  man- 
ner of  handling  it.  We  call  that  the  way  of  ex- 
plication, in  which  there  is  more  explication  than 
obfcrvation.  We  not  only  call  that  tjic  way  of 
obfervation,  which  has  only  obfervations,  but  that 
in  which  there  is  more  obfervation  than  explica- 
tion, or  application;  and  fo  of  the  reft. 


C  H  A  Pi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


V      f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.    IX. 


Of  the   Exordium* 


THE  Exordium   is  that  part,  in  which  the 
minds  of  the  hearers  are  prepared^  and  a  na- 
tural and  cafy  way  opened  to  the  difcuflion.  ( i ) 

But  firft,  a  queftion  prefents  itfelf  (on  which 
opinions  are  much  divided)  whether  Exordiums  be 


(i)  ^ht  Exoriium prepares 
the  hearers  for  the  di/cuffion. 
Mr,  Claude's  rales  for  £xor« 
diaois  ^^  perfe^ly  agr^able 
to  thofe  of  ancient  orators^ 
and  moft  likely  taken  from 
tliem,  to  whofe  directions  no- 
thing catf  be  added.  It  fhall 
fjiffice  to  obferve  his  agree- 
xnent  with  fome. 

"  Qood  principium  Latine 
vel  Exordium  dicitar,  msjore 
qtiadam  rationeGra&ci  viden- 
ttir  .grpo«ijbctoy  nominate  :  quia 
4  nouris  initium  modo  (ignifi* 
catur,  illi  fatis  clare  partem 
hanc  effe  ante  ingreflum  rei 
de^qua  dicendum  fit,  often* 
dant*      Nam  five  proptercai 

You  II. 


nc^. 

qu&d  offii}  cantus  eft>  et  citha- 
rcedi  pauca  ilia  quz  antequam 
legicimum  cartamen  incho- 
entj  emerendi  favoris  gratiii 
canunt,  prooemium  vocave« 
runt :  oratores  quoque  ea 
quae  priufquam  caufam  exor- 
diantur,  ad  conciliandos  fibi 
jndicnm  animos  pracloquun- 
tur«  eadem  appellatione  fkgm 
narunt :  five  quod  cTimv  iidem 
GrsBci  viam  appellant,  id 
quod  ante  ingre/Tum  rei  poni- 
tur,  fie  vocare  eil  infiitutum : 
cerce  prooemium  eH  quod  apud 
judicem  did  priufquam  cau* 
fam  cognoverit,  profit*  ^int^ 
inft^  lib.  iv,  eaf.  i. 
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neceflary  ?  or  even  whether  they  be  not  in  all  cafes 
quite  ufelefs,  and  in  fonne  hurtful?  Whether  it 
would  not  be  better  entirely  to  omit  theoi,  to 
begin  immediately  with  the  connexion  of  the 
text  with  preceding  verfes,  pafs  to  the  divifion^  and 
fo  enter  on  the  difcuflion  ?  There  are  many  of  this 
opinion,  and  their  reafons  are,  ill.  That  there 
appears  too  much  artifice  in  an  Exordium,  which  is 
more  likely  to  diffipate  than  to  conciliate  tlie  at- 
tention of  your  hearers.  **  It  is  evident  (fay  they) 
CO  the  auditors,  that  you  defign  to  come  inienfibly, 
and  by  a  kind  of  artful  manoeuvre  to  your  matter, 
and  to  lead  your  hearers  almofl  imperceptibly  to 
it :  but  this  feems  a  fineffe  altogether  unworthy  of 
the  gofipel",  and  contrary  to  that  fincerity,  ingenu* 
oufnef^,  gravity,  and  (unplicity,  which  flu>uld  re^ 
in  the  piupit.  Indeed,  when  a  wife  hearer  perceives 
you  deiign  to  deceive  him,  he  conceives  a  ftrong 
prejudice  againft  you,  and  that  prejudice  will  cer- 
tainly be  hurtful  in  the  following  part  of  the  di(^ 
cpurfc." 

They  add  in  tht^  ftami  piece,  that  ^^  ExordmoEis 
are  extr^mefy  diffkuU  to  ctnnprfe^  and  juftly  ftilcd  the 
irojfes  of  freachm.  Should  fomc  final!  advantage 
be  gained  by  Exordiums,  it  would  not  be  of  con* 
&quence  enough  to  induce  ua  to  compofe  them. 
hi  fa  doing  we  Ihould  wafte  a  part  of  our  time  and 
ftrcngih,  which  might  be  much,  more  ufefiiUy  em* 
ployed/' 

They  lay  tJnrSy^  that  "  the  principal  end  pro- 
^ofed  in  an  Exordium  is  either  to  conciliate  the 
Hearer's  affeftion,,  or  to  excite  his  attention,  or  rt> 
pi-cpare  the  way  to  the  matters  to  be.  treated  of: 
but  all  thefe  are  to  htfuppofuL  As  to  their  aifec* 
tion,  pallors,  who  preach  to   their  own  flocks^ 

ought 
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pught  hot  to  doubt  that.  We  (jxak  to  chriftknH 
^  perfons  who  confider  us  as  the  minifters  of  Jefut 
Chrift,  whom  confcquently  thejr  refpeft  and  love^ 
As  to  attentioDt  it  oug^t  alfo  to  be  fuppofed ;  not 
tuly  becaufe  pulpit-fubjeds  are  divine  and  falutary 
to  men,  but  alio  becaufe  fuch  only  come  to  bublkk 
worihtp  aa  defire  to  hear  the  word  of  God  accen^ 
tively :  and  indeed,  if  the  auditors  have  iKX  that 
difpofition  of  themfelves,  an  Exordium  cannoc 
give  it  them;  Such  a  difpofition  is  an  tSk&  of  a 
man's  faith,  and  piety,  and  it  is  not  to  be  thought, 
that  an  Exordium  of  eight  or  ten  periods  can  con- 
cert the  worldly  and  profane,  or  give  faith  and 
piety  to  thofe,  who  have  them  not.  As  to  what 
regards  the  introducing  of  the  matter  to  be  treated 
of,  the  bare  reading  of  the  text  fufficiently  does 
that  i  for,  accorc^ng  to  the  common  way  of  preach* 
ing,  the  text  contains  the  fubjeft  to  be  dif- 
cufled/*    ' 

Finally,  they  add,  ^*  delivering  an  Exordium 
is  only  mifpending  iime^  ufelefsly  diflipating  a  part 
of  the  hearers  attention,  fo  that  afterward  they 
frequently  fleep  very  quietly  when  you  enter  on 
the  difcuffion.  Would  it  not  be  better  theo  im- 
mediately to-  engage  them  in  the  matter,  fo  chat 
their  attachment  may  afterward  ferve  to  maintain 
their  attention,  according  to  the  natural  inclination 
which  all  men  have  to  Snifh  what  they  have  Once 
begun  ?" 

But  none  of  thefe  fcafons  are  weighty  enough 
to  perfuade  us  to  reject  Exordiums,  or  to  be  care- 
Icfs  about  them.  As  to  the  firft.  The  arc,  which 
appears  in  an  Exordium,  fo  far  from  being  odious 
in  itfclf^  and  feeming  unnatural  to  th$  hearers,  is 
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ton  tlic  contrary  altogether  natural.  (2)  It  is  difip^ 
■grceable  to  enter  abruptly  into  theological  matters 
without  any  preparation.  It  would  not  be  ne- 
ceffary,  were  our  minds  all  exercifed  about  divine 
things :  but  as,  alas  I  we  are  in  general  too  little 
verfcd  in  fuch  exercifcs ;  it  is  good  to  be  conduc- 
ed to  them  without  violence,  and  to  have  emotions 
excited  in  us  in  a  foft,  and  infenfible  manner.  It 
IS  not  finefle,  and  deceit,  fince  in  doing  it  we  only 
accommodate  ourfelves  to  the  weaknefs  of  roan's 
mind,  and  indeed  it  is  what  he  himfelf  defires. 
Moreover,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  hearers  are  now 
fo  habituated  to  an  Exordium^  that  if  they  heard 
a  preacher  enter  abruptly  into  his  matter,  they 

would 


^  (2)  T&e  an  •/  intro^H^hn 
is  altogttbtr  natural.  That  is. 
It  is  natural  to  man  to  enter 
coolly  and  deliberately  on  a 
new^  and  foreign  fubjed ;  and 
to  lead  men  by  an  Esordiam 
from  earth  (as  it  were)  to 
heaven  is  an  art  perfedly  a* 
greeable  to  fuch  natural  in- 
clinations. It  may  not  be 
improper  to  fubjoin  what 
Quintilian  fays  of  compoii- 
tion^  as  the  remark  is  jufl  and 
very  beautiful. 

•*  Neque  ignoro  quofdam 
ciTe,  qui  curam  omnem  com- 
pofitioiiis  excludanty  atqqe 
Ilium  horridum  fermonem  ut 
forte  effluxerit^  modo  magis 
natur-lem.  modo etiam  magis 
virilem  efle  cpntendant.  Qui 
fi  id  demum  n at  u rale  eile  di- 
frunt,  quod  a  iiatura  primum 
ortum  ell>  et  quale  ant6  cul- 
tum  fuic,  tou  h9C  ars  orandi 


fubyertetur.  Neqne  eaifii  Iq« 
cuti  funt  ad  hanc  regalam  et 
diligentiam  primi  liomine5^ 
nee  prooemiis  pracparare,  do- 
cere  '  expofitione,  argumentis 
probare,  affedibus  commovere 
icier un  t.  Ergo  his  omnibus 
non  fola  compo£tione  carue- 
runt ;  quorum  fi  ,£eri  nihil 
melius  licebat,  ne  domibus 
quidem  cafas^  ant  vcfHbus 
pellium  tegmina,  au;  urbibos 
montes  ac  Tylvas  mutari  opor* 
tuit.  Qux  porro  ars  ftatim 
ftiit  ?  quid  non  culta  nitefcit  ? 
cur  vites  coercemus  manu? 
cur  eas  fodimus  ?  rubos  arris 
excidimus  ?  terra  et  harc  ge- 
neral. Manfuefacimns  ani- 
malia  ?  indomita  nafcuntur. 
Verum*  id  eft  maximcnata- 
Tulcy  quod  fieri  natnra  cpdme 
patitur."  Inft.  lih.  u.  ciif^ 
iv. 
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would  be  extremely  difgufted,  and  would  imagine; 
the  man  was  aiming  to  do  with  them  what  the  an- 
gel did  with  Habbakkuk,  when  he  took  him  by 
the  hair  of  his  head,  and  tranfported  him  in  an  in- 
ftant  from  Judea  to  Babylon.  (3)  Some  time, 
then,  ought  to  be  employed  gently  to  lead  the 
mind  of  the  hearer  to  the  fubjcfts,  of  which  you  arc 
going  to  treat.  You  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  he 
already  underftands  them,  nor  that  he  is  thinking 
on  what  you  have  been  medicating,  nor  that  he  can 
apply  it  inftanrtly  without  preparation. 

The  fecond  reafon  may  have  fome  weight  with 
-weak  and  lazy  preachers,  but  it  has  none  with  wife 
and  diligent  ftudents:  and,  after  all,  exordiums 
are  not  fo  difficult,  as  to  be  impraf^iGablej  a  little 
pains  taking  is  fufficient,  as  we  every  day  expe- 
rience. 

The  third  is  not  more  confiderable.  I  grant, 
preachers  ought  to  fuppofe  the  love  and  afiedion 
of  their  hearers :  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  they 
ought  not  to  ^excite  it,  when  they  preach  to  them. 
Perhaps  their  affeftion  is  not  always  in  cxercifc,  it 
may  be  fometimes  fufpendcd,  and  even  oppofed  by 
contrary  fentiments  5  by  coolnefs  and  indifference, 
by  hatred  or  envy,  arifing  frpm  the  dcfcdks  of  the 

paftor 

(3)  Hahbakkuk  was  inflantly  than  a  prophet.  It  is  faid  of 
tranfported  from  Judea  to  Ba-  the  Lord,  He  put  forth  the 
.iylon.  He  alludes  to  the  hif-  form  of  an  hand,  and  took  Ezc- 
lory  of  Bell  and  the  Dragon,  kiel  by  a  lock  of  his  head,  and 
verfe  36,  where  this  quaint  brought  him  to  J erufalem:  hot 
itory  is  related.  .The  fudden  this  was  done  in  the  viJUms 
tranfport  of  the  prophet  has,  of  God,  that  is,  the  prophec 
however,  this  excellency,  that  dreamed  that  he  was  thu6  car- 
it  is  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  of    ried  to  Jerufalcih. -£zskl 

the   hiftory,  which  defcribes  viii-  3. 
I)aaiel  rather  as  a  conjuror 
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ptftor  (for  however  able,  he  is  not  perfe&)  or  from 
the  depravity  of  the  hearers.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  or  accention*  although  they  ought  to  have  it 
entirely  for  the  divine  truths,  which  the  preacher 
fpeaks :  yet,  it  is  certain,  they  have  it  not ;  and 
all  that  a  preacher  can  delire  is,  that  his  heaicrs 
have  a  general  difbofition  to  hear  the  gofpd. 
The  preacher  muft  endeavour  to  give  them  a 
peculiar  attention  to  fuch  matters  as  he  has  to 
difcufs.  As  to  the  relt,  it  muft  not  be  thought; 
that  the  bare  reading  of  the  text,  or  the  connec- 
tion, or  the  divifion  only  can  produce  that  effeft : 
a  greater  compafs  muft  be  taken  to  move  the  hu- 
man mind  and  apply  (he  fubjed.  And  this  alfo 
may  be  faid  of  preparation,  for  which  an  exordium 
IS  principally  defigned.  The  reiding  of  the  tcit 
may  do  fomething,  connedion  and  divifion  may 
contribute  more^  but  all  this  without  an  exordium 
will  be  ufelcfs. 

Nor  is  it  difEcuIt  to  anfwer  the  fourth  itafon,  for^ 
befide  the  advanti^es  of  an  exordium,  which  arc 
great  enough  to  prevent  our  calling  it  loft  time^ 
its  parts  are  ordinarily  fo  fliort,  that  they  can* 
not  juftly  be  accufed  of  diflipating  or  fatiguii^ 
the  hearers*  minds.  To  which  I  add,  that  the 
exordium  itfelf,  if  well  chofen,  will  always  conuin 
j^reeable  and  inftrudtive  matters,  fo  that  confi- 
(kred  in  itfelf  fomething  good  is  always  to  be 
learned  from  it. 

We  cannot  approve  then  of  the  cuftom  of  the 
Engli/b  preachers^  who  enter  immediately  into  the 
literal  explication  of  the  text,  and  make  it  ferve  for 
^  exordium,  after  which  they  divide  their  dif- 
courfcs  into  feveral  parts,  which  they  difcufs  as 

they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(457    ) 
they  go  on.  (4)    Surdy  the  hearer  is  not  fuddcnly 
able  to  comprehend  their  explications,  having  yec 

neither 


(4)  We  cannot  upfr9vt  of 
tie  Englifi  cuftom.  Mr. 
Claude  died  on  the  i3tli  of 
January,  1687,  leaving  this 
piece  in  manttfcript,  which* 
we  have  fappofed,  vol.  i* 
preface,  p.  24,  was  written 
Wore  1676,  that  is  to  fay, 
about  the  middle  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  il.  The  Eneliih 
preachers,  therefore,  to  whom 
he  refers,  muA  be  they,  who 
flooriihed  about  that  time. 
It  is  always  difficult  to  give 
gimeral  duradlers,  it  is  parti- 
cularly fo  in  regard  to  the 
time,  of  whick  oar  author' 
fpeaks;  for  there  flouriihed 
at  that  period  fome  of  the 
beft,  and  fome  of  the  worfl: 
preachers,  that  England  ever 
had*  Nothing  can  equal  the 
ahTurdity  of  fome,  nothing 
can  excel  the  piety,^  the  judg- 
ment and  the  taite  of  others. 
However,  the  general  run- 
ning method,  as  Mr.  Claude 
fays,  was  a  bad  one.  Many 
great  truths  were  thrown  to- 
g.eHier,  and  delivered  to  the 
people  in  a  confufed,  clumfy 
manner.  The  parts  of  fer- 
mons  were  called  by  barba- 
rous names,  taken  from  obfo* 
lete  treatifesof  logick.  The 
faihionable  book,  Uudied  then 
as  a  guide,  was  Wilkin's  Ec^ 
diJUftes^  which  was  firft  pub- 
li^ied  in  1646,  and  had  run 


throQgh    fix  editions  before 
this  ^ay  of  Mr.  Claude  was> 
written.     The  book  conuins 
rude  outlines  of  compoiition, 
capable  of  great  improvement* 

The  ufual  method,  I  think, 
was  this.  The  firft  part  ex- 
plained the  terms  and  fubjedt- 
matter,  removing  the  difficul- 
ties, and  rendennc;  the  doc- 
trine clear.  The  iecond  part 
was  eonfrmationy  this  connflcd 
of  fcriptnre  and  reafoning* 
The  third  was  apflrtation^ 
preffing  home  the  neceffity, 
&c.  Then  followed  their  co^ 
roUarys  as  they  termed  them, 
fometimes  twelve,  fometimes 
twenty,  and  fometimes  Miy* 
Thefe  were  called  u/es,  i.  Of 
infornuaion^^z .  Of  inftruHion 
-—3.  Of  examineUion-^^.  Of 
reproofs ^,  Of  encouragement 
— 6.  Of  comfort-^j.  Of  ex- 
bortation'^'ZndL  fo  on. 

Bp.  Burnet,  who  firfi  pub- 
lilhed  his  Paftoral  Care  in 
1692,  four  years  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  piece  of  Mr» 
Claude,  though  he  difcharges 
preaching  from  an  enormous 
load  of  lumber,  yet  fays, 
"  Sermons  are  reduced  to 
the  plain  opening  of  the 
meaning  of  the  text  in  a  few 
ihort  illuftrations  of  its  cohe- 
rence with  what  goes  before 
and  after,  and  of  the  parts  of 
which  it  is  compofed.  To 
that 
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neither  emotions  nor  preparation.  Methinks,  ic 
would  be  much  better  gently  to  ftir  them  up,  and 
move  them  by  fomething,  which  gives  no  pain^ 
than  to  load  them  all  on  a  fudden  with  an  explica. 
tion,  which  they  can  neither  clearly  comprehend» 
nor  perhaps  dillindHy  hear.  (5) 

Lcaft 


that  Is  Joined  the  clear  dating 
of  fuch  propofitions  as  arife 
out  of  it  in  their  nature, 
truth,  and  i^afonablenefs,  by 
which  the  hearers  may  form 
dear  notions  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  religion,  fuch  as  are 
beft  fuited  to  their  capacities 
and  apprehenfions*  To  all 
which  applications  are  added, 
tending  to  the  reproving,  di- 
recting, encouraging,  and 
comforting  the  hearers." 
This  is  vague,  and  indeed  it 
is  only  the  old  method  riew 
worded,  and  freed  from  the 
incumbrances  of  fathers,  ori- 
ginals, councils,  &c, 

(5J  Jlutiitors  cannot  dearly 
tomprehend  an  explication  on  a 
J'uddetu  Mr.  Claude  fup- 
pofes,  that  the  mind  is  not 
prepared  for  divine  fubjcfts  in 
the  generality  of  hearers  be- 
fore they  come,  and  that  it 
is  not  likely  they  fiiould  be 
prepared  by  hearing  the  text, 
and  the  connexion.  This  is 
in  general  true  of  «// religious 
fubjeds,  and  it  is  a  rcafon 
for  the  ufe  of  introdudlions : 
but  there  are  fome  difficult 
fubjects,  to  the  underftanding 
of  which,  I  had  ahnoil  faid. 


exordiums  are  eflential.  Dr. 
Calamy's  fcrmons  on  the  Tri- 
nity are  nine  in  number,  and 
from  eight  different  texts: 
yet  fcvcn  of  thefc  have  no 
exordium  at  all.  The  third 
begins  thus:  **  Hcpuing,  us 
fwas  propo/eJ,  gi'otn  feriptural 
proof  bf  the  Sou*s  deity,  mmd 
made  afe^w  remarks  upem  the 
deity  that  is  afcrihed  t$  hisK  ise 
our  /acred  <writifigs  ;  /  manss 
proceed  thirdly  to  offer  fvme^ 
thing,**  &c.  Can  it  be  fap- 
pofed,  the  hearers  were  fo 
foon  brought  into  a  ftate  of 
mind  fit  to  enter  on  this  pro* 
found  fubjcdl? 

Dr.  Owen  on  Hab.  liL  i, 
&c.  begins  thus.  **  Of  ihb 
chapter  there  are  four  parts. 
Firll,  The  title  and  preface^ 
ver.  I.  Secondly,  The  pro* 
phet's  main  requeft  in  it,  ver. 
2.  Thirdly,  Arguments  ta 
iudain  his  faith  in  that  re-* 
quell,  from  verfc  3  to  17. 
Fourthly,  A  refignation  of 
himfelf  and  the  whole  iifue  of 
his  defires  unto  God,  from 
ver.  17  to  the  end.  We  fhall 
treat  of  them  in  order."  Thefe 
four  heads  multiply  into  ai« 
moll  one  hundred  and  ^hy 
obfcr* 
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Leaft  of  all  do  we  approve  6f  the  cuftom  of 
fpme  of  our  own  preachers,  who,  intending  to  ex- 
plain the  text,  or  to  make  fome  refledlions  through- 
out the  whole  lermon,  enter  immediately  into  the 
matter  without  any  Exordiums  at  all.  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  they  are  induced  to  do  thus  6nly  for  the  fake 

•     of 


©bfcrvations,  ufes,  reafons, 
ice.  Ought  not  fo  abftrufe  an 
aiFair  to  have  been  introduced 
by  an  Exordium  on  patience 

and    perfeverance  ?" Dr. 

Owen's  fermons^  and  traSs, 
foL  238. 

The  people  cannot  diflinHly 
hear  the  explication  at  firft, 
Moft  congregations  are  for  a 
few  minutes  after  prayer  in  a 
little  fort  of  buftle,  and  the 
beft  way  for  the  preacher  to 
obtain  audience  is  either  to 
faufe  two  or  three  minutes  be- 
fore he  reads  his  text,  till  the 
people  have  feated  themfelves, 
and  are  Hill,  or  lofing  one  or 
two  vcrfes  between  prayer  and 
fcrmon.  Preachers,  who  know 
how  to  govern  their  voices, 
arc  always  very  cautious  in 
uttering  their  firft  words,  for 
if  they  pitch  too  high,  they 
foon  find  themfelves  obliged 
to  bawl  out  in  difagreeable 
unnatural  tones  of  fpeaking. 
IVlod  begin  low,  and  this  is 
the  onlv  way  to  obtain  audi- 
ence, iox  it  warns  the  people 
to  liften,  if  they  intend  to 
hear :  on  the  contrary,  if  a 
fpeaker  fets  off  loud,  they 
will  not  be  afraid  of  makiijig 

Vol.  ![• 


a  noife,  for  they  will  think, 
they  are  fure  to  hear,  make 
what  noife  they  will.  People, 
who  come  late,  after  the 
worfliip  is  begun,  are  great 
difturbers,  and  they  ought 
either  to  leave  off  the  lazy 
habit,'  or  to  fit  down  as  fooa 
as  they  get  in  at  the  door. 
Coughing,  again,  is  another 
common  diflurbance.  Juil  as 
the  preacher  is  going  to  utter 
that  one  word,  on  which  the 
fcnfe  of  a  whole  period  de- 
pends, out  ifTues  a  cough  from 
fome  wide  mouth,  that  fhakes 
all  the  air,  prevents  the  hear- 
ing of  ^v^  hundred  attentive 
people,  and  gives  half  the 
houfe  the  headrach.  They, 
who  have  very  bad  coughs, 
fhould  keep  at  home,  they, 
who  cough  by  rote,  fhould  be 
reproved,  and  they,  who  have 
colds,  and  yet  think  proper 
to  attend  a  fermon,  fhould 
cough  into  a  handkerchief, 
and  fo  lefTen  the  noife.  Every 
cough  is  a  kind  of  attack  on 
the  preacher's  voice,  and  it  is 
miferablc  for  him  to  fland  up 
merely  to  be  pelted.  The 
mofl  and  befl  a  publick  fpeaker 
can  do  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  to 
3  L  .      utter 
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of  tvoidihg  thft  difficulty  of  compoling  an  Exor- 
dium, that  is,  in  one  word,  only  for  the  f;dct  <^ 
indulging  their  idlenels  and  negligence.    ( 6) 


utter  his  ftrmon  by  periods, 
And,  by  making  proper  paufes 
between  each,  to  give  the 
people  time  to  eaie  their 
lungs. 

(6)  Ssmi  inter  tn  tht  matter 
njuithout  att^  Exordium,    I  fup- 

S)re,  Mr.  Claude  means,  tha{ 
xordtumsfV^jTifrtf/onght  to 
be  nfed:  but  not  that  they 
may  never  bb  omitted.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  as  proper  fometimes 
to  omit  an  xntroduftion  as  at 
other  times  to  ufe  one. 

Quintilian,  after  giving 
rules  fer  Exordiums,  adds, 
**  Haec  de  procsmio  qtiotiisirif 
€Jus  ufus:  non/emperautem  fft. 
Nam  et  fapervacunm  aliquan<- 
do  eft,  ut  n  lit  praeparatns  fatis 
etiam  fine  hoc  judex :  aut  ft 
res  pneparatlone  non  ejgeat. 
Ariftoteles  quidem  in  totuift 
id  neceifarium  apud  bonos  ju- 
dices  negat.  ^int.  Mm  iv. 
'€,  i. 

AMiTip  a»  ^Xoy  »  (  i.  e.  TiXoc 
Ttf  Xoytf)  K^  ^Kpoy  TO  vpeypt,  l» 
;^rfoy  ''ttrpoo(^»«r.*-'j/r//^.  Rket» 
L  iii.  r.  14. 

See  Cicero's  fecond  and 
third  orations  concerning  Ca- 
tiline, the  beginnings  of 
which  are  not  fo  properly 
Exordiums  as  propofitions, 
luting  the  purport  of  the 
U'hole  orations. 
•  Quintiiian  ipeaks  fo  beau- 


Tdung 

dfully,  and  fi>  very  aptly  ta 
the  purpofe,  that  I  fhall  be 
forgiven  for  tranicribtsg  a 
few  Hues. 

**  Nemo  antem  a  me  exigat 
id  praeceptorum  gen  as,  qaod 
eft  a  plerifijue  fcriptonbas 
artium  tradimm,  at  qoafi 
^aaidam  leges  itmiuitmhUi  sr- 
€iJiteUe  confcriptas  ftudiofis 
dicendi  feram  :  ntique  pro- 
oemium,  et  id  juale :  proxi- 
Uia  huic  narrano;  qux  kx 
deinde  narrandi :  propofitio 
pofthaac,  vel,  ut  quibuiaam 
placttit,  excurfio:  turn  oertos 
ordo  qnacftionura ;  ca-cenque: 
quae  velnt  fi  aliter  ^cere  fas 
non  lit,  quidem  tanqinmi 
jufli  fequuntor.  Irat  cnim 
thetorice  res  prorfus  fodlis  ic 
parva,  fi  ano  et  brevi  pre* 
fcripto  condneretor.  Seduo* 
tantur  pleraoue  caufis,  tern- 
poribus,occauone,  neceficaer. 
Atque  ideo  res  in  oratorepne- 
cipuaconfilium  eft,  quia  varie, 
et  ad  rerum  momenu  conver- 
titur. 

"  Quid  enim  fi  praecipiis 
imperatori,  ouotics  adeai  in- 
ftruet,  ut  dirigat  fromoi, 
cornua  utrinque  jpromorat, 
equices  pro  cornibtts  looet? 
Brit  hxc  qifidem  redijBiaia  fbr- 
taffe  ratio,  quoties  lioebit: 
fed  mutabitur  natnra  lod,  fi 
mous  occurretj  fi  flumenob- 
ftabic. 
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Taking  It  for  grstnted  then  that  an  C^ordium 
muft  beufed,  it  may  be  allied,  what  are  the  prinpipaj 
benefit;3  we  expert  to  receive  from  them  ?  Aa4 
with  what  general  view3  ought  they  to  be  com- 
pofed  ?  In  anfwcr,  we  fay,  the  principal  dcfign  of 
an  Exordium  is  to  attrad  or  excite  the  affeSlms  of 
the  audience— to  ftir  qp  their  anention — ^v^  to 
prepan  them  for  tlie  particular  matters,  of  which 
we  are  about  to  treat.    (7) 

The  two  firft  of  thefe  ipuft  only  be  propofcd 
indireSfy,  A  preaclier  would  render  himfelf  ridi- 
culousy  if  in  ordinary  difc6urfes,  and  without  caies 
of  extreme  neceflity,  he  fhould  iahur  by  this . 
mean  to  acquire  the  efteem  and  affe&ion  of  his 
congregation.  This  method  WQu.ld  be  nKKe  like- 
ly to  make  them  rather  defpife  than  efteem  him. 

You  muft  not  then  compliment  the  people,  nor 
praiie  yourielf,  nor  indeed  fpeak  of  yourfelf  in  any 

manner 


ftabity  fi  coUilms,  fyhns,  af- 
pcritateve  aliqaa  prohibebi- 
tur."  In  iborty  nc  reduces 
all  to  ^U  dictate  and  ^md 
€xptdiat^  and  of  tbeie  cveiy 
man  can  beft  jo4ge  for  bim- 
felf.  Siwmt.  infi.  iii.  ii.  cap. 
xiv. 

(7)  Imtro4uSicms  artinttnd^ 
to  txciti  affe&ioH  and  aitentwu. 
4md  to  prepare  the  audiior  for 
the/uhj4^.  **  Caufa  priod- 
pii  nalla  alia  eft>  quam  at 
audltorum  ^uo  fit  nobis  la 
caeteris  partibas  accominoda- 
tior,  praeparenns.  Id  fieri 
tnbas  maxime  rebu8>  inter 
adores  plurimos  conftat,  fi 
tiMivoUm^  a^UunuMf  doqkm 


lecerimus :  ikni  quia  iiU  per 
tocam  adionem  non  fi nt  cufto- 
dienda,  {tA  qnia  in  initiis 
maxime  neceflaiia,  per  quie 
in  animam  jndicis^  ut  proce- 
dere  ultra  poffimos  admitti- 
mw:.**  ^MiMt.  mfi.  Hi*  iv« 
cap.  L' 

*^  Ubiqoe  carajsdum  ut  x^% 
afferantnr  novae  et  vari«>  ia- 
que  pnefentibus  futurorum 
ieminaadfpergantur:  quoi|a 
aoditoris  animi^s  detineatur 
^uall  fuf[>enfu8,  ct  ad  fequeo- 
tta  roagis  feftinet.  roffius 
enft.  poei.  /.  iii.  r.  v. 

To  /Miv  ovy  «y*yxftierpn'«»  j^f 

Til  ir^OOI^Uf  JC^  l^ir  TITTO,  hfiKtiffOLi 

Ti  ir>  TO  rt^of  TV  i»iju»  •  hoyo^'^^ 
^  L  z  Arijhi^ 
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manner  of  way.  (8)  Thcfc  are  afrcflations,  which 
never  Succeed,  and  yet  fomc  able  preachers  (lip 
into  this  wcaknefs,  efpccially  when  they  preach  to 
Arrange  congregations,  and  above  all  when  they  ad- 
drefs  affcmblics  of  the  rich,  the  learned,  or  the 
noble. 

Then  they  never  fail  to  interlard  their  Exor- 
diums with  fome  common  place  faws — cither  the 
pleafure  it  give$  them  tobecalled  to  that  pulpit— or 
Ian  afFe6iation  of  felf- contempt — a  confcffion  of 
their  great  weakncfs — or  fomething  of  this  kindl 
To  fpeak  my  opinion  freely,  I  think  thefe  are  pe- 

dancick 


Ariftot,  flhet,  lib.  iii.  r.  xiv.  Ji 
procemih. 

(8)  Do  not  compliment  or 
fatter  the  people.  Whence  is 
flattery  to  be  banilhed,  if 
fuifcicd  to  ftalkin  the  pulpit? 
a  place  where  every  fpecies. 
of  infincerity  ought  to  be  re- 
proved, if  for  no  other  reafon, 
yet  Icll  th^  hearers  fhoAild  in- 
fer what  the  Corinthians  did 
from  Paul's' non-fujfilmeat  of 
his  promife  to  viflt  then). 
That  is,  that  the  gofpel  hjeq^ 
yea,  and  nay,  nay,  Cpinp,  i 
Cor.  xvi.  5.  2  Cor.  i.  15,  16, 

17.18. 

No  men  fo  fubjed  to  this 
falfe  and  fulfome  flattery  as 
the  French  popifli  preachers, 
cfpecially  in  ihtir  funeral  ora- 
tions. The  Biftiop  of  Meaux, 
in  his  funeral  oration  for  the 
Duchefs  of  Orleans,  clofes  his 
Exordium  with  thefe  words, 
addrefled  to  the  Duke  : 
. «'  Thefe  are  truth§,  which  I 


have  thought  worthy  of  being 

propofed  to  (o  great  a  prince , 
and  to  the  moft  illufirious  af 

femhly  in  the  uniijcrfe.^^  Could 
Bofluet  be  ignorant  that  this 
princefs  was  poi/bned  by  or* 
^tx  of  the  Duke  for  being  too 
intimate  with  bis  broth«r 
Lewis  14th  ?  Did  not  he 
know  what  pains  her  confeflbr 
took  to  keep  it  from  the  Eo- 
glifh  ambaflador  Montague? 

.Was  he  only  a  flranger  to  the 
intrigues  of  Lewis  to  prevent 
a'  rupture  with  Charles  the  fe- 
cona  on  the  account  of  it  ? 
How  dare  he  call  fuch  an  af- 

.  fembly  the  mofl  illufrious  in 

.  the  uniijerfe  ?  How  could  he 
call  fuch  a  criminal y^^rr^/  a 
prince,  in  the  houfe  of  that 

.  God,  in  luhofe  eyes  a  *vsle  per* 

fan  is  abhorred? 

In  his  oration  for  the  Queen 
of  Charles  the  firfl  of  England, 
he  fays,    **  It  would  be  necd- 
l^h  to  fay  much  on  the  glori- 
ous 
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dantick  airs,  which  have  a  very  bad  effcdt,  Senfible 
auditors  do  noi;  lik<s  to  hear  fuch  fantaftical  pre- 
tences. 


ous  birth  of  this  princcfs.  We 
fee  nothing  under  the  f4n 
which  equabits  grandeur.  St. 
Gregory  gave  in  the  firft  ages 
this  fingular  encomium  of  the 
crown  of  France.  //  is  as  far 
mbove  all  cf her  crowctis  in  the 
•world y  as  tht  royal  dignity  fur- 
fajfes  a  pri'oate patrimony.  If 
this  was  faid  in  the  time  of 
King  Childebcrt,  if  the  Me-  ■ 
rovean  race  was  exalted  to 
this  height,  judge  what  his 
holinefs  would  have  faid  of 
the  blood  of  St.  Lewis,  and 
Charles  the  great,  JHued 
from  this  race,  daughter  of 
Henry  the  great,  and  of  fo 
many  kings,,  her  magnani- 
mity was  faperior  to  her 
birth."  &c. 

Judge  tjobat  his  holinefs 
nvould  banje  fuid  of  the  blood 
of  S.  Lenxjis  /  •  .  No.  .  Judge 
what  a  fordid  court  chaplain 
would  fay  for  a  bifhoprick! 
Bojitet,  oraifftmeb. 

Rollin  fays,  *•  Boffuct's 
orations,  of  Henrietta  of 
France,  Queen  of  England, 
and  that  of  the  Duchefs  of 
Orleans,  are  full  of  thoughts, 
which  Hermogenes  calls  ma- 
je (lick,  which  carry  their  con- 
viction with  them,  foicibly 
fcize  the  judgment,  move  our 
palTions,  and  lire  our  fouls." 
He  quotes  a  part  of  this  very 
paiTage  to  prove  it,  BdUs 
lettres*  ii.  3.  2. 


An  able  critick  fays,  "  On 
the  contrary^  this  funeral  era* 
tion  upon  the  J^uchefs  of  Or^ 
leans  is  a  perfcd^  hodgc  podge 
of  chearful  and  melancholy 
reprefentations/'  &c,  Elem» 
crit,  'voL  i.  ch,  viii. 

Even  the  charming  Bifliop 
of  plermont  falls  into  thif 
dangerous  fnare  in  almoll  all 
his  funeral  orations.  In  that 
for  Lewis  XIV.  he  fa>s  : 
"  This  king  was  the  terror  of 
his  neighbours,  the  ailoniih^ 
jncnt  of  the  univerfe,  the  fa- 
ther of  kings,  greater  than  all 
his  anceflors,  more  fxagni" 
ficent  than  Salomon  in   all  bis 

glory,'. The    world   was 

dazzled  with  the  glory,  that 
funounded  him,  enemies  en^ 
vied  his  power,  ftrangcrs  came 
from  the  moft  diilant  iflands 
-  to  vail  their  faces  before  the 
glory  of  his  majefty,  hii  ful>- 
jeds  were  ready  to  ercft  altars 
to  him,  and  theillulions,  that 
were    around   him,    feduced 

all  except  himfelf,'' How 

truly  is  it  faid,  neput  omuibus 
boris  Japit !  MaJfiL  traif. 
funtb^ 

I  mention  thcic  occaiions, 
rather  than  any  u:he. ,  bec'auie 
thib  fault  prevail  luoft  with 
us  mfuneraljcrf?ions,  in  which 
lies  are  laviihed,  wuh  :he  ut- 
moil  profufion,  common  abi- 
lities exalted  to  r.poItoIical, 
common  duties  to  uiiexamplcd 
piety. 
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ti?nces,  which  are  both  contrary  to  the  gravity  of 
the  pulpit,  and  to  xht  decency  of  a  mMeft  man. 

How  then,  you  will  aflc,  muft  the  ^eSions  of 
the  hearers  be  attraded  ?  I  anfwer,  iiMre^h/^  by 
an  Exordium  well  chofen,  and  well  ipoken,  and 
this  is  the  furcft  way  of  fucceeding. 

In  regard  to  attention^  it  is  certain,  it  ought  to 
be  awakened,  and  fixed  in  the  fame  manner,  thtf 
is,  by  fomething  agreeable,  and  worthy  of  bcii^ 
heard,  a  compolition  of  piety  and  good  fenfe.  I 
do  not  difapprove  of  alking  fometimes  for  atten- 
tion, 

pfety,  and  common  afflidions  is  diiagreeable.«— Nothing  k 
to  the  pains  of  martyrdom^  more  intimately  reiattd  lo  a 
vices  are  extenuated,  virtues  man,  than  his  fentiments, 
exaggerated,  the  whole  world  words  and  adions;  and  there- 
the  worfe  for  the  lofs  of—-  fore  we  require  here  the  Arid* 
They  remind  us  of  a  French  eft  conformity.  Whea  %ve 
writer,  who,  cenfuring  a  very  £nd  what  we  thus  reqoire,  we 
different  pradlice,  but  which  have  a  lively  fenfe  ot  oroprie- 
affedls  4//  natun  too,  fays,  ty:  when  we  fiad^  tne  con- 
**  The  priefis  danct,  tbe/oldiers  Mry,  our  fenfe  of  impropric- 
dance,  the  gods  dancty  tbt  di-  ty  is  not  lefs  lively.  Hence 
^ilt  doHce,^*  Sec,  the  univerfal  diftafte  of  of- 

(9)  Fedantici  airs  are  cm"   fe&mtiom^    which    confifts   in 
trarj  to  modefty.      **  It  is  a    making  a  fliew  of  greater  dc- 
matter  of  experience,    that    licacy  and  refinement,  than 
congruity  or  propriety,  where-    is  fuited  either  to  the  charac- 
ever  perceived,  is  agreeable ;    icr  or  circumftances  of  die 
and  that  incongruity  or  im-     perfon."    Ekm.  crii.  vcl*  u 
propriety,  whereverpcrceived,    ex. 
Hence  Shakefpear  properly  enough  to  our  purpofe. 
"  But  good  my  brother. 
Do  not,  as  fome  ungracious  paftors  do. 
Shew  me  the  fteep  and  thorny  way  to  heav'n, 
Whilft  like  a  pun  and  carelefs  libertine, 
Himfelf  the  primrofe  paths  of  dalliance  treads 
And  recks  not  lis  own  reed."— That  is,  reganfs 
not  his  own  dodrine*  HmJi** 

•*  Frt- 
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tton,  eitlicr  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the 
matter,  the  folemnity  of  the  day,  the  ftate  of  the 
church,  or,  in  Ihort,  of  any  other  particular  occa- 
fion :  but  it  mull  not  be  done  often,  for  then  it 
would  never  be  minded,  and  whctt  it  is  done  the 
fewer  words  the  better,  f  i) 

The 


*'  PreqnentiiEme  veropro- 
«emium  decebitet  fententia* 
rum,  et  compoiidonis,  et  vo- 
cis,  ec  vuhus  moJefiia :  adeo 
ut  in  genere  caufae  etiam  in« 
dubitabili,  fiducia  fe  ipfa  ni- 
Mv0«»  Ti  prnip  ifjttvenf 
Verboram  que  oxacor  ut 

(l)  Tok  maj  fimetimif  ajk 

fir    at  tint  ion*       A     prudent 

preacher  will   foon   obferve 

when  this  b  proper.     Ht^  that 

bath  tars  to  iear,  let  bim  hear* 

Mat.  xi.  19. — Hear,  and  un* 

derftand*  Mat.  xv.  lO.-^Hear 

the  nvord  of  the  Lord,  ye  /corn" 

ful  men.  Ifaiah  xxviii.   14.— 

Hearken,  O  I/rael,  to  the  Jfa^ 

tutes  I  teach  you*  Deat.  iv.  i. 

—^Hearken,  O  people,  e*viry  one 

of  you.     I  Kings  xxii.   28.— 

Men,  brethren,    and  fathers, 

hearken,     Afts  vii.   2.     The 

moft  ufual,  ^^^y»  and  natural 

method  feems  a  brief  allocu'-^ 

tion.    Thus    the    Athenians 

A»^f;  pA%mioi,  nfed  alfo  by 

S.  Paul  in  the    Areopagus, 

Ads  xvii.  22.— So  the  Ko- 

mans,   ^Htes^und  (o  the 

2ews,  Te  men  of  Judea^^^^e 
ave  fpoken  of  thefe  before. 
Page  172, 173. 
The  fathers,  about  the  time 


minnn  exerere  non  debeat. 
Odit  enim  judex  htt  litigan* 
tis  fecuritatem  •  curaque  jus 
fnum  intelligat,  tacitusrevc* 
rentiam  poftulat.*'— J^/«/« 
hb.  iv.  f.  i. 
™«  Tf  «jpy«f. 
eues,  adtor  que  rernm. 

Horn*  Iliad.  ix«  /.  443, 
of  Chryfollom,  made  ufe  of 
what  fome  have  called  praex^ 
erdia,  and,  they  thought,  they 
derived  the  cuftom  from  the 
apoftles.  Paul  begins  his  e* 
piftles  with  Grace  and  peaci 
be  'with  you  from  God  the  Fa^ 
ther,  and  our  Lordje/us  Cbrijt* 
In  imitation  of  this,  whea  .a 
father  afcended  the  pulpit,  he 
nfed  to  paufe  a  moment,  and 
then  (ay.  Peace  be  'with  you 
all  /—or  The  grace  of  our  Lord 
Je/ns  Chrift  be  *withyou  all! 
or  fomething  of  this  kind. 
In  return  the  people  an- 
fwercd,  Jnd  <with  thy  fpi^ 
rit !  And  then  he  entered  on 
his  fcrmon.  •'  Non  incipit 
aUquidepifcopus  adpopnlum 
dicere,  nifi  prius  in  nomine 
Dei  populum  falntaverit."— 
Optat.  Milen).  Append,  lib* 
y'lU'-^Nicepb.  Hif.xiv*  23.— 
Qhryjoft.  ad  Colof.  Horn.  iii. 
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The  principal  ufi  of  Sin  Exordium  is  ta.prcpard.thc 
hearer's  mind  for  the  particular  matters  you  have 
to  treat  of^  and  infcnfibly  to  conduft  him  to  it.  If 
this  end  be  not  obtained,  the  Exordium  cannot  but 
be  impertinent;  and,  on  the  contrary,  if  this  end 
be  anfwercd,  the  Exordium  cannot  be  improper. 

When  I  fay,  the  hearer's  mind  muft  be  prepared 
for,  and  conduced  to  the  matter,  I  mean  to  fay, 
thefe  are  two  different  things.  You  prepare  the 
hearer  for  the  matter,  when  you  ftirup  in  him  fuch 
difpcfnions  as  he  ought  to  have  to  hear  well,  and  to 
profit  much.  You  infenfibly  conduSl  your  hearer  to 
the  matter,  when  by  the  natural  connexion  of  the 
fubjefts  of  which  you  fpeak,  you  lead  him  from  one 
thing  to  another,  and  enable  him  to  enter  into  the 
doftrine  of  your  fcrmon. 

Let  us  advert  a  moment  to  each.  The  prepa- 
ration muft  be  determined  by  the  fubjeft,  of  which 
you  are  going  to  fpeak  •,  for  if  it  be  a  fad  and  af- 
flifting  lubjeft,  in  which  you  aim  to  incite  the 
compaffion,  the  grief,  and  the  tears  of  your  au- 
dience, you  muft  begin  the  Exordium  by  impart- 
ing fuch  a  difpofuion.  (2  j 

If 

(2)   Impart  thi    difpojitlc^  fetation  will  be  difcovered, 

njiihicb     you     ^ould     excite •  and  it  will  excice  the  con- 

Would  you  afFeft  your   an-  tempt   of  the    hearers,  thejr 

ditors?    be  aiFeiSed  yourfelf.  will  think  the  preacher  a  hy- 

V/ould  you  excite  their  grief?  pocrite,  who  aims  to  iinpoie 

weep  yourfelf.     Nothing  can  on  them. 

be    more   natural   than    this  The  bed  method  feems  to 

method,  yet  nothing  requires  be  that,  which  the  moft  popa* 

greater  delicacy.     Thefe  c-  larand  pious  preachers  ufe. 

motions  muft  not   be  afted.  They    ftudy    till    they  tho- 

they  muft  be  free  and  natural,  roughly  underftand  the  Tub* 

They  cannot  be  aftcd,  they  jcd.     They   habitually    feel 

may  be  aftc<llcd  :  but  the  af-  it.     They  retire  ten  Diinaces 

bef()re 
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If  you  have  to  treat  of  a  profound  and  difficult 
myftery,  ainm  to  difFufe  elevation  and  admiration 
among  the  hearers.  If  fomc  terrible  example  of 
God's  jufticc  be  the  fubjcft,  endeavour  to  flir  up 
fear.  If  fome  enormous  crime,  prepare  the  mind 
for  horror  by  a  meditation  on  the  enormity  of  hu- 
man corruption.  If  you  have  to  treat  of  repentance, 
and  in  an  extraordinary  manner  to  intereft  your 
hearers  in  it,  you  mull  begin  todifpofe  them  to  it  by 
general  ideas  of  God*s  wrath,  which  we  have  deferved 
r-of  the  little  fruit  we  have  borne  to  his  glory— or 
fomcthing  of  a  like  nature.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
\thc  matter  you  have  to  treat  of  be  common  and 
tranquil,  aim  in  your  Exordium  to  place  the  mind 
in  its  natural  itate,  and  only  endeavour  to  excite 
honeft  and  chriftian  tempers,  which  we  all  ought 
always  to  have.  In  a  word,  the  Exordium  mud  al- 
ways participate  the  fpirit  of  the  fubjedt,  that  you 
mean  to  difcufs,  in  order  to  difpofe  your  hearers  for 
it.  Not  to  ufe  in  this  manner,  is  to  lofe  all  the 
benefit  of  an  Exordium :  and  to  ufe  it  to  an  op* 
pofite  purpofe  would,  be  to  renounce  commoa 
fenfe,  and  to  adl  like  an  idiot.  (3)  ^j^^ 

before  preaching,  and  in  fer-  divine   worlhip   were    kept, 

vent  prayer  to    God,  pofTefs  The  <vifirjf  was  that,  in  which 

their  fouls  with  a  full  idea  of  the  minifters  veftments  were 

the  importance  of  the  matter,  kept.     Where  there  is  only 

ofwhich  they  are  going  treat,  one  veflry,  and  the  preacher 

They  go  from  prayer  to  the  has  no  other  convenient  room 

pulpit,  as  Mofes  went  down  at  hand,  this  fhould  be  left 

from  the  mount  from  God  to  free  for  his  ufe  before  worfhip 

fpeak  to  the  people.     This  begins, 

was  the  primitive  ufe  of  one  (3)  jfn  ExorMum  is  intended 

ofthofe   little  rooms,  which  to  prepare  the  hearers.     Ic  may 

were  always  added  to  places  happen,  the  heaiers  may  be 

ofworihip.     The/<jfr//5y  was  pre'viovjlj  prepared,  by  fome 

that,  in  which  the  utenfils  of  awful,    or  pleaiing   circum- 

VoL.IL  3  M                      ftanccs. 
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The  fccond  ufe  of  an  introduftion  is  to  etmduff 
the  hearer  gradually  to  the  fubjeft,  of  which  you 
are  about  to  treat.  This  (as  I  have  faid) 
depends  on  the  connexion  between  the  fubjcfis 
of  the  Exordium  with  themfelves,  and  with  the 
matter  of  the  difcuffion.  I  fay  firft  with  ibm^ 
felves^  for  they  muft,  as  it  were»  hold  each  other  by 
the  hand,  and  have  a  mutual  dependence  and  fub* 
ordination^  otherwife  the  auditor  will  be  furprized 
to  find  himfelf  fuddenly  tranfported  from  one  to- 
pick  to  another.  I  fay  alfo  with  the  difcujfum^  for 
the  Exordium  is  principally  intended  to  introduce 
that. 

The  firft  quality  of  an  Exordium  is  hrmi)^ 
This,  however,  has  a  proper  meafure,  for  as  it 
ought    not    to  be  .exceflTively  long,    fo  neither 
ihould    it    be    too    fhort,    the   middle  way  is 
bcft.     The  longeft  exordium  may  have  fen   or 
twelve  periods,    and   the  Ihorteft  fix  or  fevcn, 
provided  the    periods  be  not  too  long.      The 
reafon,  is,  that  on  the  ope  hand,  proper  time  may 
be  given  the  hearer  to  prepare  himfelf  to  hear  you 
•  with  attention,  and  to  follow  you  in  the  difcuffion 
of  the  matter  \  and,  on  the  other,  that  in  giving 
time  fufficient  for   that,  you  may  prevent  his 
wandering  out  of  the  fubjedb,  wearying  himfelf, 
and  becoming  impatient.    If  the  Exordium  were 
too  fhort,  it  would  oblige  the  hearer  to  enter  too 
foon  into  the  matter  without  preparation  enough; 
and  exceflive  length  would  weary  him,  for  it  is  with 
an  auditor,  as  with  a  man  who  vifits  a  palace,  he 

docs 

fiances,  feme publlckevent^or    no  need  of  an  exordlmii  to 
fome  particular  cafe  known     prepire* 
to  che  auditors  i  then  there  is 
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does  not  like  td  ftay  too  long  in  the  court,  or  firfl^ 
avrtiues,  he  would  only  view  them  tranfiently  with- 
out ftopping,  and  proceed  4s  foon  as  poilible  to 
gratify  his  principal  curiofity.  (4) 

2.  An  Exordium  muft  be  clear^  and  confequentfy  . 
4irengaged  from  all  forts  of  abftrufe  and  mecaphy- 
iical  thoughts.  It  fhould  be  exprefled  in  na« 
tural  and  popular  terms,  and  not  overcharged  with 
matter.  Indeed,  as  the  auditors  are  neither  enli- 
vened nor  moved  yet,  you  muft  not  expeft  of  them 
at  firft  a  great  degree  of  penetration  and  elevation^ 
nor  even  a  great  attempt  towards  thefe,  though 
they  may  be  capable  of  them,  when  they  are  ani- 
mated. You  muft,  therefore,  in  an  Exordium,  a* 
void  all  that  can  give  pain  to  the  mind,  fuch  as 
phyfical  queftions,  long  trains. of  reafoning,  and 
fuch  like.  However,  do  not  imagine  that,  undef 
pretence  of  great  clearnefs,  an  Exoi^ium  muft  have 
only  theological  matter,  or  confift  rather  of  words 
than  things.  This  would  be  falling  into  the  other 
extreme.  An  Exordium,  then,  muft  contain  matter 
capabk  of  nouriifhing  and  fatisfying  the  mind,  to 

do 

(4)  Exordiumi   muft  Be  aT  fore  a  difcourfe,  erpeeially  of 

moderate  lengths      **  Ridendi  the  familiar  kind,  ought  ne- 

vero*   qui    velut   leges  pro-  ver  to  be  introduced  with  a 

oemiis  omnibus  dederunt,  ttt  long  period. — An  example  of 

intra  quatuor  fenfus  termina-  this  fault  is  in  the  commence- 

rentur.    Nee  minus  evitanda  ment  of  Cicero's  oration,  pro 

eft  immodica  ejus  longitudo,  Archia  foeta.^* — J?/,  of  Qriti 

ne  in  caput  excrevifie  videa-  r«  xviii« 
tur,  et  quo  prseparare  debet.        It  is  impoffible  to  infert  ex- 

fatigetft'* — Siuint*  L  iv.  c*  i.  araples  at  length  here :  but 

*'  In  particular,  long  pe«  there  are  abundance  of  very 

riods  ought  to  be  avoided  till  beautiful  ones  in  ipany  mo- 

the  reader's  attention  be  tho-  dern  Englifh  iermonSy  in  eve* 

roughly  engaged^  and  there-  ry  body's  hands. 

3   M  2 
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do  which  they  muft  be  clear,  eafy  to  comprehend, 
and  expreffedin  a  very  natural  manner*  (5) 

3.  An  Exordium  muft  be  cool  and  grave.  Con- 
fequendy  no  grand  figures  may  be  admitted,  as 
apoftrophes,  violent  exclamations,  reiterated  inter- 
rogations, nor,  in  a  word,  any  thing  that  tends  to 
give  vehement  emotions  to  the  hearers-,  for^  as  the 
difcourfe  muft  be  accommodated  to  the  ftate  of  the 
hearer,  he  in  the  beginning  being  cool,  and  free 
from  agitations,  the  ipeaker  ought  to  be  fo  too.  {6) 

No 


(5)  Exordiums  mufi  hi  clear, 
«'  In  cseceris  artibtis  id  matxi- 
jne  excellit,  quod  longiiliine 
fit  ab  ixnperitorum  intelligen- 
tia  fenfuijue  disjun6lum  ;  in 
dicendo  autem  vitium  vel 
maximum  eft,  a  vulgari  ge- 
xiere  orationis  atque  a  confue- 
tudine  communis  fenius  ab- 
horrere." — Cic,  de  'Or at.  L  i. 

Quintilian  ffom  Livy  fpeaks 
of  a  mafter,  who  ufed  to  dired 
Ills  pupils  to  render  their 
compofitions  difficult,  and 
when  they  complained,  they 
were  obfcure  and  uninielligi- 
ble.  So  fhucb  the  better,  fays 
hcj  /  don*t  uhderfiand  them 
tnyfelf. 

(6)  An  Exordium  muft  he 
cpoL  Mr.  Claude's  rule  is 
undoubtedly  good  in  general, 
and  his  reafon  weighty.  An 
author,  often  quoted  in  thefe 
notes,  agrees  with  him  ^  **  Vi- 
da,  following  Horace,  recom- 
mends a  modeft  commence- 
ment of"  an  epic  poem;  giv- 
ing for  a  reafon,  that  the  wri- 


ter ought  to  hufband  his  fire. 
Thisreafoln  has  weight,  bat 
there  is  a  reafon  ftiU  more 
Weighty:  bold  thoughts  and 
figures  are  never  relifhed  till 
the  mind  be  heated  and  tho- 
roughly engaged,  which  is  noc 
the  reader's  cafe  at  the  com- 
mencement. Homer  inxio^ 
ducies  not  a  iingle  £mile  in 
the  firft  book  of  the  Iliad,  nor 
in  thefirft  book  of  the  Odyf- 
fey, "—£/?».  Crit.  W.  ii.  e. 
21. 

This,  however,  is  a  rule 
fonletimes  difpenfed  with. 
Cicero  begins  one  oration 
thus.  **'Jamnevidcs,  bcllua, 
jamne  fentis,  quae  fit  homf- 
num  querela  frontis  tuae.^* 
Another  thus.  "  Quonam 
meo  fato,  P.  C.  fieri  dicam, 
ut  nemo  his  annis  viginti  rei- 
publicx  hoftis  fuerit,  qui  n on 
Dellum'eadem  tempore  mifai 
quoque  indixerit  ?"  Ano- 
ther thus.  •*  Quoufque  tan- 
dem abutere,  Catalinapaci^n- 
tianoftraf  Quamdiu  eiiam 
furor 
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No  Wife  man  will  approve  Exordiums  full  of  en- 
thufiafms,  and  poetical  raptures,  full  of  impetuous 
'i^^^    or  of  bold  interrogations,  or 

'"  to  excite    admiration.    (7) 

Yeu 


A^V^     VVAIV     i4*ail       TVIIJ     aL/l^l\/TV,«    JL^JI 

thufiafms,  and  poetical  raptui 
or  angry  emotions,  o"  -^^  ^^ 
furprizing  paradoxes 


faror  i£e  tous  nos  iJIodet? 
Quern  ad  fincm  fefe  eFrenata 
ja&abic  aiidacia?"  &c.  He 
therefore  wifely  varied  his 
jnethod  2s  he  faw  reafon.  Thu^ 
himfclfexprclTesit.  "  Etfi, 
Quirites,  non  eft  meac  confu- 
etudinis,  initio  diceodi  ratio- 
nem  reddere  qua  de  caufa 
qaemqoe  defendam — tamen 
3nhacdefeniione»"  &c.— C/- 
^eron.  prat,  in  Pi/c^in  Ant, 
FbiL  2, — inCat\  i.^pro  Ra-' 
iirio, 

FJechier  begins  a  funeral 
oration  thus.  **  With  what 
defxgn^  Sirs,  are  youaflembled 
here,  and  what  idea  have  you 
of  my  miniAry  ?  Ami  come 
to  dazzle  you  with  the  glory 
of  terredria]  honours  and  dig- 
nities ?  Do  you  come  to  in- 
terrupt your  attention  ?"  &c. 
^^FUchier  Orai/.  Funeb.  de  M. 
Le  Tellier. 

Fenelonthus.  "Blefledbc 
God,  my  brethren,  who  has 
this  day  put  his  word  into  my 
jnouth  to  blefs  and  praife  the 
work  which  he  accomplifhes 
in  this  houfe.    I  own  I  haive 


heart  before  thefe  altars ^Ic 
is  then  in  a  tranfport  of  jo^ 
that!  fpeak." — Otmxres pbiL 
torn,  ii^/ir.  i. 

Saurin  thus.  *'  Can  joa 
have  patience  with  us  once 
more,  if  we  proceed  in  draw- 
ing the  fad  picture  of  your 
miferies  ?"— 5tfw.  $er.  torn. 
\w,/er,  9. 

None  of  thefe  are  cool  ex^ 
ordiums,  yet  none  of  them 
appear      improper.  Mr. 

Claude's  rule  is  good  in  ge- 
neral, on  particular  occafions, 
it  feems,  it  may  be  laid  a£de. 

(7)  Etttbujta/ms.  Mr, 
Clauds  means  all  violent 
tranfports  of  pai&on,  fuch  as 
thofe,  with  which  the  poets 
and  Delphian  priedelles  were 
inflamed,  which  violently  a- 
gitated  the  bodies  of  the  la&- 
ter  in  delivering  their  oracles; 
and  which  fo  powerfully  ani- 
mate the  defcriptions  of  the 
former.  Plato  fpeaks  of  the 
£ril.  'Otrro^  01  Keu  ij  ^iw*  ir- 
^fot/(  IJA9  fi7oa»  avra},  iia  jk  r^f 
t9^i6i9   rot/r«/y    oAXa^j    fidov<ria"> 

in  lont* 


long  wiihcd  to  pour  out  my 
Virgil  of  the  laft, 

Ventum  erat  ad  llmen,  cum  virgo:  pofcerefata 
Tempus  ait :  Deus,  ecce,  Deus.     Cui  talia  fanti 
^nte  fores^  fubito  non  vultus,  non  color  fiaus^ 


Non 
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You  muft  in  the  beginnmg  fpeak  gently,  itmem^r 
bering  that  your  auditors  are  neither  yet  in  heaven^ 
nor  in  the  air,  nor  at  all  elevated  in  their  way 
thither,  but  upon  earth|  and  in  a  place  of  wor- 
fliip.  (8) 

4.  An 

Non  comptas  manlete  coins :  feci  pedos  anbeUm^ 
Et  rahiifira  nrda  tmaunt  ;  wu^9rqmt  videri. 
Nee  mortalc  ibnans  :  affiaia  eft  nomine  qaando 
Jam  propiore  Dei.  ^irg.  jSmtid.  v.  45. 

Very  likely,  the  heathens,    clergyman  of  that  dty,  who 


xlMl  long  to  confider  diilor- 
dons  as  evidences  of  inspira- 
tion, and  obferring  that  con- 
vnlfions  were  common  at  the 
approach  of  death,  conceived 
the  notion  of  men's  prophefy- 
ing  jnft  before  their  departore. 
However  that  be,  this  we 
nav  depend  npon,  twang, 
and  tautology,  diflortions, 
and  convalfions,  are  no  cer- 
tain indications  of  divine  af- 
fiflance.  Scripture-enthufiafm 
is  conformity  to  the  ble/Ted 
God.  I  John  iv.  12,  13.  It 
is  efpouAng  God's  intereft 
(if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  in  God's 
own  way.  Had  truth  always 
been  propagated  by  love,  the 
word  enthuiiafm  would  have 
have  retained^  its  primitive 
idea,  that  is,  it  would  always 
have  been  taken  in  a  good 
fenfe:  but  now,  its  friends 
have  miftaken  the  thing,  and 
its  enemies  the  name. 

For  example,  A  pamph- 
let publiflied  in  16^^  by 
fome,  who  were  imprifoned 
at  Norwich  for  maners  rf)f 
confcience,   in   anfwer  to  a 


printed  againft  them,  is  in- 
titled,  ^*  IJhmailaMJhum§- 
ihir  caft  9ut  imf  tbevnidenufi, 
among  the  imld  heafii  •/  tk 
/ami  nature.  Or  a  re^y  to  a 
book  pot  forth  by  one  of  lih- 
mael's  children,  who  calls 
himfelf  a  minifter  of  the  gof- 
pel»  but  is  clearly  made  ma* 
nifeft  by  the  light  rfGeiin 
his  fer'vants  to  be  a  fcoffer, 
and  enemy  of  the  gofpel, 
which  the/ainti  */  God  folFw 
for.^  Gi'ven  forth  from  the/pi- 
rit  of  the  Lord  in  ns — whofe 
names  in  the  ficfh  arc."  &c. — 
This  child  of  lihmael  is  ad- 
drefTed  by  thefe  inffiredMnti 
thus.  Shame  cover  thy  fate 
thou  full  ofrottenmfs  andflthy 
dreams,  what  haft  thou  to  do, 
thou  dreamer,  to  frofefs  thy 
felf  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel', 
who  art  hut  yet  in  thj  mediate 
natural  conceivings . '  *— God 
forbid,  we  fhouldjaftify  the 
imprifonment  of  men  for  coo* 
fcience-fake :  but,  in  good 
earneft,  do  fach  men  think 
themfelves  infpired  ? 

(8)  Jfjonariite  the  elands, 
your 
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4.  An  Exordium,  however,  ought  not  to  be  fo 
cool  and  grave,  as  not  to  be  at  the  fame  time  en^ 
gaging  and  a^eeahle.  (9)  There  are  three  princi- 
pal ends,  which  a  preacher  Ihould  propofe,  to  in- 
ftruft,  to  pleafe,  ana  to  affeft :  but,  of  thefe  three, 
that  which  fhould  reign  in  an  Exordium  is  to 
pleafe.  I  own,  you  fliould  alfo  aim  to  inftru£t  and 
affedb :  but  lefs  to  inflruft  than  to  pleafe^  and  lefs 

ftiU 


jTtfirr  auditors  an  upon  earth* 
Oar  author  rallies  the  entha- 
fiaA«  Sallaft's  remark  is  yery 
juft  on  this  occafion  as  well 
as  oa  writing  hiftory  ;  the 
hearers,  obferving  the  preach- 
er's vehemence,  anddefpair- 
ing  of  attaining  the  like,  will 
condemn  htm,  and  perhaps 
diftrefs  themfelves*  **  Ac 
mihi  qaidem,  tametfi  haud- 
quaqoam  par  gloria  fequatur 
fcriptorem>  et  adorem  rerum  : 
tamen  in  primis  arduum  vide- 
tor,  res  geftas  fcribere  :  pri- 
mhm  qudd  fada  di£Us  exae- 
qaanda  funt;  dein  quia  pleri- 
que,  quse  deliAa  reprehen- 
deris,  malevolentiaet  invidia, 
dida  putant,  ubi  de  magna 
virtute,  atque  gloria  bonorum 
memores ;  quajihi  quifyue/aci* 
UafoBufuttt^  €tquoanimo  acci^ 
fit ;  Juprm,  'utlutifiaafffalfit 
^tacit.*'  SaL  M.  Catal.  ixfd. 


(9)   Exordiums  mufi  be  tf- 

greeahle. MThat  Qointili- 

an  fays  of  narration  agrees 
exactly  with  Mr.  Claude, 
*^  Quantum  opus  eft  anteni, 
Bon  ita  folum   accipi  volo, 

2nantam  ad  indicandum  fuf- 
cit,  quia  nws  iuoruata  debet 
ejfe  bre^itas^  alioqui  fit  in-K 
doda :  nam  et  fallit  voluptas, 
et  minus  longa  quae  deledkanc 
videntur:  at  amxnum  ec 
molle  iter,  etiamfi  eft  fpatii 
amplioris,  minus  fatigat 
quam  durum  arduumque 
compendium.  Nee  enim  mi- 
hi unqoam  tanta  fuerit  cum 
brevitatis,  ut  non  ea  quae  ere* 
dibilem  fadunt  expofitioneni, 
ioferi  veiim.  Simplcj^  enim, 
et  undique  praedfa,  non  tarn 
narratio  potcft  vocari»  quam 
confufio."  ^nt.  inft.  lib. 
iv.  cap.  2. 


**  Altum  aliis  afturgat  opus ;  tu  node  dieque 
Exiguum  meditator ;  ubi  fint  omnia  culta, 
Et  vifenda  novis  iterumque  iterumque  figuris. 
Quod  fi  longarum  cordi  magis  ampla  viarum 
Sunt  fpatia,  anguftis  cum  its  tibi  finibus  arcta. 
In  longum  trahito  arte  ;  viae  tibi  miilc  trahendi, 
Mille  modi :"  $ct.  Vidade  art. poet*  /,  ii.  c.'^'^f^* 
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ftiU  to  afFcft  than  to  inftruft.  Indeed,  if  you  can 
judicioufly  and  properly  introduce  any  thing  ten- 
der into  an  Exordium  (efpecially  on  extraordinary 
occafions)  you  may  to  good  purpofe:  but,  be  that 
as  it  may,  the  agreeable  fhould  reign  in  this  part. 
You  eafily  fee  by  this  that  you  muft  bani(h  trom 
the  Exordium  all  ill-natured  cenfures,  terrible 
threatenings,  bitter  reproaches,  and  in  general  ail 
that  favours  of  anger,  contempt,  hatred,  or  in- 
difference, and  in  fhort  every  thing  that  has  the  air 
of  quarrelling  with  the  hearers,  (i)  Their  atten- 
tion 


(l)  J  void  every  thing  that 
has  tit  air  of  quarrelling  nvitb 
the  bearers.  It  m  uil  be  allow- 
edy  ibme  weak  paifionate  men 
have  grievoufly  oiFended  their 
aaditors  in  this  way>  and  a 
great  imprudence  it  is.  It  is 
nnman]y  to  accufe  where 
decency  forbids  the  accufed 
to  anfwer.  It  never  produces 
any  good  efteds^  either  in  the 
accnled,  or  in  other  hearers; 
and  it  always  ilnks  the  preach- 
er's repotacion  with  both. 
The  former  are  provoked,  the 
latter  are  filled  with  pity  or 
contempt.  It  betrays  a  total 
want  of  felf- government,  and 
exhibits  nothing  but  pafllon 
andrevenge,  and  thefe  in  a 
place,  from  whence,  of  all 
others  in  the  world,  they 
ought  to  be  for  ever  excluded. 
However,  where  thcfe  fad 
cafes  have  happened,  the 
good  people  ihould  overlook 
them,  and  remember  their 
jniniller  is  but  a  man. 


There  is  a  fort  of  loofc 
living  hearers,  whofe  ill* 
turned  minds  give  an  ugly 
call  to  all  the  di^ouries  of  the 
mod  undefigning  preacher. 
Thefe  people  know  they  de- 
ferve  reproof,  and  the/  ima- 
gine Qvtry  reproof  given  in 
the  courfe  of  a  man's  labours 
is  pointed  at  them.  What  is 
the  good  minifter  to  do  ? 
There  is  a  method  to  avoid 
giving  offence  to  this  fcrt  of 
people,-  but  a  faithful  preach- 
er dare  not  ufe  it.  What 
fhould  we  think  of  a  paftor, 
who  fhould  give  publick  no- 
tice, that,  as  he  dehred  to 
give  offence  to  none,  and  as 
he  had  reafon  to  believe  man/ 
of  his  congregation  lived  in 
fome  practices,  which  they 
would  not  choofe  to  hear  re- 
proved, he  would  oblige  them 
by  omitting  to  ceniure  all 
fuch  pradiccs  ;  and  that,  in 
order  to  afceriain  ihefe,  he 
would  always  fit  in  the  veilrv 
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ti<Hi  mtsft  n6t  orrly  be  excited,  you  may  fu/RdenC- 
4y  do  fo  by  cenfures  and  reproaches  2  but  you  ttiuft 
foftly  infinuate  yourfelf  into  their  efteem,  fothat 
^hey  may  not  only  not  oppoSt  what  you  fay,  but 
Ise  well  iatisfied  you  are  an  honeft  and  well-mean- 
ing man.  (2) 

5.  The  whole  cf  iU  $x&r^um.muft  hnataralfy 
fonne&ed  mnih  all  ibe  master  of  the  text.  I  fay  firlb 
the  whole  oi  the  exordium^  For  great  care  muft  be 
taken  to  put  noching  then  foreign  to  your  fubjeft: 
therefore  the  beft  exiDrdium$  are  thofe,  which  are 
<x>mpofed  of  two  propofitions,  the  tikt  of  which 
is  naturally  and  immediately  cenne&ed  with  the 
fecond,  and  the  fecond  naturally  and  immediatelf 
with  the  text*  Each  of  thefe  propofitions  may  be 
cither  proved,  or  amplified:  but  thc'laft  muft  al* 
avays  conduft  yoti  with  eafe  fiothe  fubjeft  inqueftion, 

nor 


i^lf  40  honr  before  preaching 
to  receive  fuch  lifts  of  errors 
and.  vices  as  che7'WQol4plea& 
\o  have  (pared  f  Could  honeft 
^icaiah  have  done  fo,  even 
Ahab  ivould  not  have  ex- 
claimed, /  J^ate  him,  for  hi 
never  profhefietb  good  unto  me* 
;t  Chron.  ;cviii.  7, 

{2)  Safu/jiyour  hearers,  thett 
you  ore  a  'well'meofling  man- 
Hence  Quintilian  fo  much 
in  fids  on  his  orator's  being  a 
good  man.  The  whole  RtA 
chapter  of  his  twelfth  book  is 
fpent  in  proving  the  i\eceflitv 
of  this  ;  and,  if  this  be  ip 
needful  at  the  b^,  how  much 
more  fo  is  it  in  the  pulpit! 
}]is  conclttfion  is  enough  to 

Vot.II. 


make  a  chriflian  minifter 
blufh.  *'  Men  had  letter  he 
iom  dumh^  Mnd  even  d^imte 
of  reajon,  than  pervert  ihoft 
gifts  ofprovidenci  to  pernicioui 
purpojfes.  Mutos  enim  nafi^ij^ 
et  egere  omni  ratione  fatrus 
fuiiTet,  quam  providently 
munera  In  mutuam  perniciem 
converterc,"  S»int.  L  »ii. 
V.  i. 

**  Ad  docilitatem  autem. 
jeducere  hac  omnia  poterit  it 
quis  velit  atque  illud  etiam  tit 
Qfiis  vir  probus  appareat*  If- 
tiufmodi  eniih  viris  libentius 
attendcre  confueverunt."  A* 
rift.  Rhet.  Ub^  iii.  cap*  xiv« 
deproamio^ 
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nor  mull  the  firft  be  very  diftant  According  to 
this  maxitn^  ail,  exordiums  muft  be  condemDcd, 
which,  inftead  of  leading  you  into  the  text,  make 
you  as  it  were  tumble  from  a  precipice  into  it, 
which  is  intolerable.  .  Thofe  alio  are  to  be  con- 
demned, which  conduA  to  the  text  b^  many  long 
circuits,  that  is,  by  many  .{>fopofiuons  chained 
together,  which  is  certainly  vicious,  and  can  only 
fatigue  the  hearen  I  add  in  the  Iccond  place,  the 
exordium  muft  be  contie&ed  with  the  wbole  mat* 
ter  of  the  texL  It  ought  not  merely  to  relate  to 
one  of  its  parts,  (or  to  one  view  only,  if  you  intend 
to  confider  it  in  difierent  views)  but  to  all.  One 
of  the  principal  ufes  of  an  exordium  .is  to  prepare 
the  mind  of  the  hearer  for  the  matter  to  be  dif- 
cufled.  If,  therefore,  the  exordium  refer  only 
to  one  of  its  parts,  or  to.  one  view  only,  it  will 
prepare  the  mind  of  the  hearer  for  that  one  part, 
for  that  one  view  only,  and  not  for  the  reft.  (3) 

6.  An 


(3)  fcur  tvh$li  ixtrdium 
muft  be  conuiSed  nuttb  tbi 
^boU  text.  "  We  are  framed 
by  nature  to  relifti  order  and 
conne£(ion.  When  an  objeft 
IS  introduced  by  a  proper  con- 
nexion, we  are  confcious  of 
a  certain  pleafureariiing  from 
that  circumflancc.—— Every 
work  of  art  that  is  conformable 
to  the  natural  couife  of  our 
ideas,  is  fo  far  agreeable  ; 
and  txtry  workof  art  that  re* 
vcrfes  that  courfe  is  fo  far  difa- 
greeable.  Hence  itisrequir- 
'cd  in  every  Aich  work,  that, 
like  an  organic  fyftemt  its 
p^irts  ihould  b«  orderly  ar- 


ranged and  mutually  con- 
ne£bed,  bearing  each  of  them 
a  relation  to  the  whole,  fome 
more  intimate,  fome  lefs,  ac- 
cording to  their  deilination: 
When  due  regard  is  had  to 
thefe  particalars,  %ve  have  a 
fenfe  of  juA  compoiition,  and 
fo  far  are  pleaded  with  the 
performance. — The  two  pie- 
faces  of  Salloft,  look  as  if 
they  had  been  prefixed  br 
fome  blunder  to  his  two  hif- 
tories :  they  will  fuit  aay 
other  hiilory  as  well,  or  any 
fubjedl  as  well  as  hiilory. 
Even  the  members  of  chefe 
prefaces  are  but  looieiy  cod- 
neded ; 
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%.  An  Exordium  mujt  btfimpU.  We  would  not 
entirely  baniih  figures  :  on  the  contrary,  we  would 
always  employ  fuch  as  may  render  thedifcourfe 
pleaiant  and  agreeable:  but  pompous  and  nu^ni- 
ficent  expreflions  muft  be  avoided,  as  far  as  the 
things  fpoken  will  permit.  Do  not  ufe  a  ftyle  too 
elevated,  bordering  oh  bombaft-^nor  periods  too 
harmonious— 'iior  overftrained  allegories — ^nor  even 
metaphors  too  common  or  too  bold,  for  indeed 
the  hearer's  mind,  yet  cool  and  in  its  natural  ftaie, 
can  bear  nothing  of  this  kind.  (\) 

7.  An  exordium  mufl:  not  be  common.  As  thia 
is  a  rule  much  abufed,  it  will  be  needful  to  explain 
at.    By  a  common  exordium,  I  do  not  mean  an 

exordium^ 


ntfled :  they  look  more  like  a 
number  of  maxims  or  obfer* 
vadons  than  a  conne^d  dif- 
courfe."  £Um.  tfciit.  W.  i« 

€.  1. 

(4)  This  direaion  of  Mr. 
Claude's  is  fo  nearly  allied  to 
what  he  fays  on  the  third  j^to^ 
perty  of  an  exordium,  that 
is>  that  it  fhonld  be  c§el  and 
gravtt  that  I  fhall  refer  the 
reader  to  that,  only  begging 
leave  to  fay  a  word  on  bar" 
fnonious  periods,  about  which 
he  adviies  not  to  be  too  nice. 
.  The  harmony  of  a  period 
flows  from  the  proper  ar* 
jangement  of  the  words  and 
fentences,  of  which  the  period 
jacompofed.  This  art  was 
invented  by  the  Greeks,  car* 
ried  to  a  great  degree  of  per^ 
fedlion  by  the  Romans^  a^* 
bu&d  awhile^  and  at  length 


quite  loft :  till,  after  the  re- 
formation, witlk  other  bran« 
ches  of  andent  polite  learning 
it  revived:  but  it  has*  not 
been  carried  to  any  great  per- 
fection with  us.  Our  fafhioa 
is  the  cliar,  and  not  the  mu* 
fical. 
Wonderful  are  the  prejudices 
of  fome  againft  it,  it  is 
thought  too  trifling  for  a 
grave  mind,  and  it  is  faid,  a 
good  ear  b  worth  a  thoufand 
rules. 

Indeed,  it  ihould  feem,  it  it 
an  art  too  trifling  for  iht pulpit: 
but  in  all  other  produdions^ 
and  even  in  fome  frintid  kx^^ 
mons,  it  has  inconceivable 
charms.  In  poitry,  it  is  intole- 
j-able  not  to  attend  to  it.  Pro- 
nounce the  two  following,  an^ 
try  the  contraft : 
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exordiiim;  wMch  ^ill  fuit  many  texts ;  for,  if  the 
ttxts  are  paj-alkl,  and  the  fubjea  be  nfianaged  with 
the  fame  views,  and  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
what  occafion  is  there  to  QOOipofe  difierenc  exor- 
diums ?  By  a  /Common  exordium,  I  mean,  in  the 
firft  place,  one  taken  from  tririal  things,  and 
which  hare  been  faid  over  and  over  again  •,  thefe 
the  people  already  know,  and  your  labour  will 
be  Infallibly  thrown  away.  Such  are  exordiums 
taken  from  comparifons  of  the  fun — of  kings— 
of  conquerors— of  the  ancient  Romans,  &c.— or 
from  fbme  hiftories  of  the  Old  Teftametit^  which 

have 

"  I'll  cftft  kim  down  as  d^;j 
As  Taitara&'( the  brood  of  night)  where  Barat^irum  doth  fieep 
Torment  in  ^u  profoundeft  ^nks ;  where  is  the  floor  of  brais 
And  gates  of  iron :    the  place  for  depth  ^  far  doth  hell  fftipais^ 
As  heaven  for  height  exceeds  the  earth/* 

Thia  is  infuiferably  harfli«    The  following  Is  ^s  |bft ; 
f*  Teach  me  to  feel  another's  woc^ 

To  hide  the  fault  I  fee ; 
That  mercy  I  to  others  fliow 

That  inercj  ihow  to  me. 
If  I  am  right,  O  teach  my  heart 

Still  in  the  rieht  to  ftay ; 
If  I  am  wrong,  thy  grace  imparl 
To  find  that  better  way/ 
Can  any  man  be  infenfible        Every  ear  moft  feel  a  dift* 
tothemajeftickandmelodions    rence>  and  thongh  tmewiA 

fravity  of  the  firft  verfes  of  dora  may  be  conveyed  under 
t-  John  ?  (Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  vfry  difagreeable  foands,  yet 
£j^y  CH  the  Powir  and  Har'-  how  defirable  is  it  to  have 
^of^  of  Frofmc  numbers^  has  found  and  fenfe  agree! 
thus  meafured  them.  thaf.  With  Of^  thia  kind  of  know^ 
Viii.)  l^dge  b  moft  nfefol  in  read* 

In  the  belglnning  was  |  the  in|^  iie  fcriptures  in  pnblick* 
'iKTord;  I  and  the  word  |  was  or  in  giving  oat  the  pfalm  or 
with  Udd,  }  and  the  w5rd  |  ^ymn.  There  are  fome  lines 
wis  God.  I  The  same  |  waiia  in  our  pfalms  and  hymos^  in 
.|he  I  begin[ning  with  God*       vhich  (he  reader  janft  either 

facrifice 


Digitized  by 


Google 


( .  479  ) 
have  been  often  repeated — or  of  fomc  well-known 
types,  as  the  IfraelUes  paflag^  through  the  Red 
Sea — and  many  more  of  the  fame  kind.  In  the 
iocond  place,  I  mean,  by  ^  common  or  general 
exordium,  one,  which  may  be  alike  applied  to 
two  texts  of  different  matter,  or  to  two  contrary 

interpretations 


iMcn&tt  found  ot /en/^f  for  he 
will  find  he  cannot  preferve 
both.  A  good  render  of  a 
hTinn  in  paoHcIc  worihip  will 
edify  the  people  by  giving 
oot  line  by  line,  for  he  will 
found  fo  as  to  explain  and 
enforce  the  feAfe :  but  unlefs 
the  hymn  can  be  well  found- 
ed by  him,  who  gives  it  out^ 
it  would  be  better  only  to 
name  the  pfalm  to  be  fung» 
read  only  the  firil  line,  and 
let  the  people  fingon.     I'his 


churches :  bat  they,  wh0 
cannot  read,  old  people^ 
whofe  eyes  are  dim,  and  the 
poor,  who  have  no  books,  can* 
not  fing.  If,  then,  the 
hymn  be  read  line  by  line, 
great  care  fhould  be  taken  to 
choofe  expreilive  ones,  and 
great  decency  and  propriety 
fhould  be  regarded  m  giving 
them  out.  They  fay,  had 
David  heard  fome  men  read 
fome  of  his  pfalms,  he  would 
have  gone  mad. 


is  the  method  ufed  in  foreign 

**  Expreffion  is  the  ivtSk  of  thought,  and  fUll 
Appears  more  decent  as  more  fuitable  : 
A  low  conceit  in  pompons  ^words  exprefs'd. 
Is  like  a  clown  in  regal  purple  drefs'd, 
]Por  dXfs.ttTii  founds,  witn  different  fubje^  fort. 
As  fev'ral  garbs  with  counuy,  town,  and  court.'* 

fcpi  on  Critic. 


This  fubjeais  handled  with 
great  accuracy  by  Mr.  Mafon 
in  the  above  quoted  piece, 
and  many  eafy  and  excellent 
rules  given  topublick  fpeakers 
in  his  ^ffity  on  EJocntion ywh'vch, 
l^owever  infignificant  they 
may  appear  to  fome  called 
preachers,  are  not  beneath 
the  notice  of  any  man, 
learned,  or  unlearned,  who 
would  be  heard  with  pleafu£e« 


<*  K  this  fcjence  (fays  he) 
be  fubjed  to  abufe,  (and 
what  is  not  ?)  does  it  there- 
fore deferve  contempt  ?  If 
fools  and  fops  lomeames  ap« 
pear  in  rich  and  gay  attire^ 
that  is  no  reafon  that  a  maa 
of  fenfc  ihould  be  a  flovcn." 
On  thefewtr  of  frofaiQ  nitmi. 
cbaf.  X, 
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interpretations  of  the  fame  text.     It  is  in  this  fcnfc 
that  common  exordiums  are  vicious  anql  diftaftc- 
ful. 

8.  Even  in  metaphorical  or  figurative  texts,  it 
is  quite  puerile  to  make  an  exordium  join  the 
text  by  a  metaphor ;  for,  whatever  ingenuity  there 
may  feem  to  be  in  it,  it  is  certain,  there  is  no 
tade,  no  judgment  difcovered  in  the  praflice,  and, 
however  it  may  pafs  in  coll<^e-declamations,  it 
would  appear  too  trifling  in  a  gofpel-pulpit.  The 
exordium,  then,  mud  be  conncded  with  the 
text  by  the  matter  itielf,  that  is,  by  the  fubjeS 
intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  figure,  and  not 
by  the  figure.  I  would  not,  however,  forbid  the 
joining  of  the  exordium  to  the  text  fometimes  by 
the  figure,  provided  it  be  done  in  a  challe  and 
prudent  manner. 

Let  us  give  one  example.  He  that  eoMb  ntf 
flejbj  and  drinkeib  my  bloody  batb  eternal  life.  John 
vi.  54.  An  exordium  to  a  fcrmon  from  this  text 
may  be  taken  from  the  idea,  which  holy  fcripturc 
teaches  us  to  form  of  our  converfion,  as  if  it  were 
a  NEW  biribj  which  begins  a  new  life — that  for 
this  purpofe,  it  fpeaks  of  a  new  many  a  new  bea- 
venj  which  illummates,  and  a  new  earlb,  which 
fupports  him — that,  attributing  to  this  new  man 
the  {sLtncfenfeSy  which  nature  has  formed  in  us,  as 
fight,  hearing,  feeling,  fmelling,  tafting ;  it  attri- 
butes alfo  to  him  cbjeffs  proportioned  to  each  of 
thefe  myftical  fenfes,  and  afcribcs  to  them  effeSs 
like  thofe,  which  our  fenfes  produce  by  their  na- 
tural operations, — It  tells  us — that  our  eyes  con- 
template the  caeleftid  ligbl^  which  illuminates  and 
guides  us  in  the  ways  of  rightcoufnefs — that  our 
ears  hear  the  voice  of  God,  who  calls  us,  and  who 

by 
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by  thcfe  means  makes  us  obey  our  vocation.— -:It 
tells  us  that  the  gofpcl  is  a  favour  of  life,  which 
communicates  falvation  to  us. — And  finally,  it 
attributes  to  us  a  mouth  to  eat  thefle/h^  and  drink 
the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  order  to  nourilh 
us  to  life  cternaL  It  is  this  laft  cxpreflion,  which 
Jcfus  Chrift  has  made  ufe  of  in  the  fixth  of  John, 
and  which  fays  in  my  text,  be^  that  eatetb  my  flejb 
and  drtnketh  my  hlood^  hath  eternal  life. 

This  exordium  joins  itfelf  to  the  text  by  the 
figure  made  ufe  of  in  the  text,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  be  chargeable  with  afFedtation,  or 
witticifm ;  for  it  is  by  a  ferious  rcfleftion  on  the 
fcripture  ufe  of  the  figure,  acknowledging  it  to  be 
a  figure,  *  and  preparing  the  hearer  to  attend  to  the 
explication. 

To  thefc  rules,  I  fubjoin  a  word  or  two  on  the 
vices  of  exordiums,  i.  There  are  fbme  preachers, 
who  imagine  it  a  fine  thing  to  take  exordiums 
from  the  pcrfons  of  their  hearers,  or  the  circum- 
frances  of  times,  places,  general  affairs,  or  news 
of  the  world :  but  I  believe  this  is  altogether  a 
vicious  method,  and  fhould  never  be  ufed  but  on 
extraordinary  occafions.  Firfl,  there  is  too  much 
affeSlation  in  it.  Is  it  not  a  vain  parade  to  begin  a 
difcourfe  with  things,  which  have  no  relation  to 
the  matter  ?  It  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  chafliry 
and  modefty  of  a  chriftian-pulpit;  Secondly, 
exordiums  of  this  fort  are  ufually  pulled  in  by 
head  and  fhouldcrs.  How  (hould  it  be  otherwife, 
when  the  articles,  of  which  they  are  compofed, 
havej  if  any,  only  a  very  diftant  relation  to  the 
text  ?  By  fuch  means  you  defeat  the  principal  de- 
fign  of  an  exordium,  which  is  to  prepare  the 
hearers  minds,  and  to  condudt  them  infenfibly  to 

the 
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the  fubjeft.  And  finally,  it  is  vety  difficult  in 
fuch  exordiums  to  avoid  faying  impertincncics ; 
for  what  in  a  publick  difcourfe  can  be  more  indeli- 
cate than  to  fpcak  of  yourfclf,  or  heafcrs,  or 
times,  or  news?  In  my  opinion,  fuch  exordiums 
ought  to  be  entirely  rejcAed.  (5) 

2.  You  muft  alfo,  for  the  moft  part,  rcjcft 
exordiums  taken  from  profane  hiftory^  or  what 
they  call  the  apothegms  of  illuftrious  men.  (6; 
This  method  favours  too  much  of  the  college,  and 
jfi  by  no  means  in  the  taile  of .  pious  well  bred 
•men«  Alexander,  Csfar,  Pompey^  all  the.  greiC 
names  of  antiquity  have  no  bufinefs  to  afcend  a 
gofpel*pulpit,  and,  if  they  are  not  fuf&red  now- 
a^dayS)  either  in  orations  in  the  ienate,  or  in  pleas 

at 


(5)  ^J  nfUiouj  txordiums 
the  principal  dejign  of  an  exor- 
dium is  defeated.  «*  Ncc  mi- 
nus diUgenter,  ne  fufpe^i 
firausia  ulUparte,  vitandam; 
propter  quod  minime  oilencari 
debet  in  principib  cura,  quia 
videcur  ars  omnis  d ice nds 
contra  judicemadhiberi.  Sed 
ipfam  eft  cvitare>  fumme 
artis."  Sinint*  lib,  i\\  de 
Exord. 

(6)  The  apothegms  of  iU 
.  luftrious  men  Jhould  feldom  ap^ 
fear  in  a  /ermon.  We  may 
venture  to  add,  they  Ihould 
never  appear  without  peculiar 
difcernmcnt  in  the  choice, 
4ind  jp«ca)iar  propriety  in  the 
application.  A  famous  Jefuit 
expofltor  relates  a  remarkable 
faying  of  Aagultus,  applies 
it  to  S.  Peter,  atid  thus  fpouts 


away.  "  Urbcm  Romam  iu 
excolait  Augufttts,  ut  jure 
lit  gloriatus,  marmoreem  ft 
relinquerey  qsuxm  laientiam  ac* 
cepijit.  Meliori  jure  gloriari 
poceft  multo  Auguftior  An- 
gufto  Petrus,  coeleftem  fc 
teciife  Romam,  quam  Tartaro 
addidkam  in\Tnit.  Petti  enim 
in  terris  Dei  vices  TOrentii, 
coelefti  cathedra^  ccsieftibaf- 
que  clavibqs,  itaeft  adomata, 
ut  ceeieAis,  potius  urbs,  quam 
terreftris  merito  debest  appel- 
?ari.  Dabat  olim  orbi  jura 
terrena,  nunc  jura  dac  ccelef- 
tia;  in  corpora  dominatum 
olim  obtinebat,  nunc  ob- 
tinetin  ipfos  etiam  animos; 
li^abatolim,  ac  folvebatfer- 
reis  compedibus  carnem.nuac 
Hgat  folvitque  fpiritalibus 
vinculis  fpiritus.  Latericiam 
Romam 
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at  the  bar ;  much  Icfs  ought  they  to  be  allowed 
in  chriftian  fermons.  It  may  not  be  amifs,  if  they 
appear  now  and  then  in  the  difculTion,  or  in  the 
application :  but  even  there  we  ought  to  fee  them 
but  feldom,  notoftener  than  once  a  year  at  moft: 
but  to  introduce  them  at  the  beginning  of  a  fer- 

mon 


Rbmam  accepit,  marmoream, 
»mmo  auream  reddidit  Petri 
cathedra."  Ah  Father !  were 
an  acute  proteftant  to  call  you 
ad  exanun  on  thefe  articles^  at 
the  tribunal  of  hidory, — fcrip- 
tare — rcafon,  or  confdeoce, 
he  wooJd  excite  in  your  foul 
fuch  an  idea  of  tarpitude^ 
that  yoar  reverence  would 
blufh  for  thus  declaiming! 
Yes !  you  have  obtained  the 
city^^  the  fee— —and 
the  keys:  but  you  have. de- 
throned princes^— traduced 
the  apoille— butchered  his 
defenders««»and  betrayed  his 
BiaHer  to  obtain  them  f  Sf 
ifoft^  Barradii  c^mmtnt.  torn* 
xi.  libn  u<ap.  I. 

A I  moft  every  vice  has  been 
at  one  time  or  other  in  faihion^ 
and  this  vicious  way  of  preach- 
ing had  once  a  great  run*  It 
was  accounted  learned^  pious^ 
and  ingenious:  but  it  was 
unnatural  and  unedifying^and 
foon  fell  firft  into  difufe^  and 
then  into  difsrace. 

We  will  fubjoin  an  example 
or  two.  **  Brutus^  confnlt* 
ing  the  oracle^  who  ihould 
be  conful,  received  this  an- 
fwer,  that  he  ihould  be  coa« 

Vol.  If. 


fttl,  who  firft  kiiTed  his  motberi 
he  by  and  by  fell  on  his  face, 
kifled  the  ottrtb,  returned 
home,  and  was  created  con- 
ful.  Thus  men  of  the  world 
do,"  &c.  '•  Cyrus  and  Dio- 
^nes  lived  both  but  for  m 
time,  and  both  in  a  time* 
though  not  both  in  a  tub; 
and,  Plutarch  fays,  they  both 
died  in  one  day.  Death,  yoa 
fee,  makes  no  diiFerence.'* 
&c.  &c.  G<0«  HalPs  /armonsp 
1641,  en  Gin.  iii. 

"  As  Pompey  faid,  whea 
going  on  a  publick,  but  dan- 
gerous expedition,  Neceffh  tfi 
ut  earn,  nom  nt  vi'vam,  fo  m»ft 
we,"  &c.  i  .  "  As  Ju- 
venal faid  of  children,Af<z;r/Vara 
debetur  funis  rrverentia,  fo  I 
9iayfay,  in  another  fenfe 
of  the  holy  fcriptures."  Dr*. 
Reynold* s/er^  be/,  tbe  afemblj 
efdiifinesy  16^2,  Self-deniaL  ^ 

**  Caefar  was  wont  to  com- 
mand his  {oldlers/iuiem/erire, 
to  ftrike  at  xhe/ace  :  the  laws 
of  our  fpiritual  warfare  give  us 
another  rule."  *'  Pythagoras 
faid.  Above  all  things,  befura 
to  makeyonrfelf  mafter  of  your 
belly."  &c.  Hale's  golden  ri^, 
mains i  Ser.  i.  1  Cor*  vi.  13. 
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0ion  is  intolerable.  I  fay  much  the  fame  of  ci- 
tations from  profane  authors,  they  mud  be  for- 
borne, unlefs  it  be  fomething  fo  particular,  fo  a- 
greeable^  and  fo  apt  to  the  text,  as  to  carry  its 
own  recommendation  along  with  it.  Of  this 
kind,  I  think,  was  the  exordium  of  a  fennon  on 
this  text.  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days^  that  vje 
maj  appfy  our  hearts  unto  wifdom.  It  was  taken 
from  Plutarch,  who  relates^  that  Alcibiades  call- 
ed one  day  to  fee  Pericles,  and  was  told  by  his 
domefticks,  that  their  mafler  was  bufy  in  preparing 
bis  accounts  to  lay  before  the  republick :  to  which 
he  immediately  replied,  Inftead  of  labouring  to 
make  up  his  accounts,  it  would  be  incomparably 
better  to  render  htm&lf  not  accountable  to  them 
"at  all.  It  was  added — ^that  this  is  the  notion  of 
almoft  all  wicked  men,  who,  being  ignorant  of 
God  their  governor,  and  feeling  their  confciences 
charged  with  a  thoufahd  crimes,  think  only  of 
eluding  the  judgment  of  God,  and  of  avoiding 
that  account,  which  they  will  one  day  be  obliged 
to  give  to  the  mailer  of  all  creatures — that  if  only 
one  man,  or  two  men  were  in  queftion,  the  attempt 
of  Alcibiades  might  fucceed :  but  as  it  was  God, 
with  whom  they  had  to  do,  it  muft  be  worle  than 
loolifh  to  imagine,  his  tribunal  could  be  avoid- 
ed— ^that  there  was  no  other  way  to  take  than  to 
l^repare  to  give  an  account  to  God,  nor  any  ad- 
vice more  reafonable  than  to  labour  continually  to 
do  it  well — and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  even  felf- 
intereft  fhould  oblige  us  to  have  recourfe  to  God 
to  aflift  us  by  his  gr jce — this  is  what  the  church 
aims  to  teach  us  in  the  words  of  the  prophet.  So 
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teach  as  to  ^number  ear  iays^  thai  ibe  may  apphf  bur 
hearts  ttftto  wifdom.  (7) 

In  gerteral,  the  beft  exordiums  are  taken  from- 
theology ;  for,  as  On  tfie  one  hand,  they  have  al-^ 
ways  more  relation  to  the  matter  of  the  text,  fo,  on( 
the  other,  they  much  better  prepare  thfe  heaters* 
minds,  being  more  gra^ej  and  free  from  the  puerile 
pedantries  of  the  college; 

In  order  to  compofe  an  exordium,  after  you 
have  well  confidercd  the  fenfes  of  the  text,  and  ob- 
fcrved  what  are  the  principal  matters,  which  ought 
to  enter  into  the  difcuffion,  and  after  you  have 
made  the  divifion,  endeavour  to  reduce  the  whole 
to  one  common  idea,  and  then  choofe  fomc  other 
idea  naturally  connefted  with  that  common  idea, 
either  ipnmediately,,  dr  by  means  of  another.  If 
it  be  immediately  cbrinera^d  with  the  fubjedt,  cn- 
deiavour  to  reduce  it  to  one  propofition,  which  may 
be  cleared  and  proved  as  you  go  on,  or  if  it  have 
parts,  which  require  feparate  explications  and 
proofs,  it  mtift  be  managed  fo  as  to  include  them, 
and  finally,  by  the  natural  connection  of  that  propo^ 
fition  with  the  difcuffion,  enter  into  the  text.  If  the 
propofition  be  connected  with  the  text  only  remote- 
ly, then  cftablifli  the  firft,  pafs  on  to  the  fecond, 
and  fo  proceed  from  the  fccond  to  the  text,  (8) 

Exordium^ 

{7)  Citaihns  ff;9ifr  pnftaH  render    every  thing  propct, 

aMtbers  mty  hi  vftil,  'tvbtn  they  and  everv  thing  improper.  A 

are  pfrtintniy  and  carry  their  fitting  of  oompofition  to  thefe 

onjenrecammenJ^fionnvifh(be9i.  circomftances  is  the  troe  ai'C 

Mr.Claude  is  to  be  underftood  of  compoiing. 
here,  as  almoft  evtrj  where         {Z)  ConneSi  the  farts  of  thi 

clfe,  as  reprobating  only  int-  exordium  nioitb  the  fuhjeS  of 

proprieties.      He  wifely  ob.  /^f  ^(/rtfirr/r.  "  Quoties  aotcm 

ferves>  that  circumftances  may  procemia  fueri^nDS  aii,    turn 
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exordiums  may  be  taken  from  almoft  all  the 
fame  topicks  as  obfervations,  that  is  from  genusj 
fpeciesy  contraries^  6?^.  For  there  are  but  few  good 
exordiums,  which  might  not  go  into  the  dif- 
cuflion,  under  the  title  of  general  obfervations. 
Of  fuch  obfervations.  that  muft  be  chofcn  for  an; 
exordium,  which  is  leaft  eflential,  or  lead  ne« 
cefTary  to  the  difcuflion,  and  which  beiides  is  clear, 
agreeable,  and  entertaining.  (9)  A  comparifon  n)ay 
fometimes  be  employed  in  an  exordium  :  but  not 
often,  nor  mud  trivial  comparifons  be  ufed,  which 
all  the  world  know,  or  which  are  taken  from  any 
thing  mean,  nor  mud  they  be  embarrafllng,  taken 
from  things  unknown  to  the  people,  as  thofe  are^ 
which  are  borrowed  from  mechanicks,  aftronomy^ 
&c.  of  which  the  people  know  nothing  at  all. 

Bibk-biftorj  may  be  uied:  but  fparingly;  and 
the  application  muft  be  always  jult,  agreeable,  and 
in  fome  fort  new  and  remarkable. 

^ypes  may  alfo  be  employed :  but  with  the  fame 
precautions,  always  confulting  good  fenfe,  and 
taftc. 

The 


Jive  ad  expofitionem  traniibi- 
xnus,  five  protinus  ad  proba- 
tionem,  id  dcbebit  in  princi- 
piopoftremaa  efTeycaicommo- 
diffime  juDgi  initiam  fequen- 
tium  pocerit:  Ut  non  abrapte 
cadere  in  narracionem,  ita 
non  obfcure  u-anfcendere  eft 
optimum.  Si  ver6  longior 
fequetur,  ac  perplexa  magis 
cxpoiitiOf  ad  earn  ipfam  prs- 
parandus  judex  erit :  ut  C/- 
€tro  fsepitta,  {t^  hoc  pnedpue 
Igco  fecit :  Paulo  Ungius  €x^ 


€rdium  ret  iemonfiramd^e  f€tam\ 
qu9d  qiue/o,  jmiias,  ne  wfUfic 
fatiamini.  Frlmcipus  taim 
ctjgnith,  mulf/acilims  ixtrema 
int€llig€tis?*'-''-^Pr9  Claemt. 
'^Mtnt*  infi,  lib,  iv«  de  $x9r£9* 
(9)  Exordiums  mufi  ht  ^gru^ 
Mt  Muliutirtmimiug.  "yernm 
quoniam  non  eft  fatis  demon- 
ftrare  difcentibus,  que  Ant  in 
ratione  prooemii,  fed  dicea- 
dum  etiam  quomodo  F^ci 
facillime  poffit :  hoc  adjioo>, 
ut  diflurttt  intueatora  quid* 
apod 
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The  bell  method  is  to  compofe  feveral  acoriiumi^^ 
forXbefamf.tfXt^  by  turning  your  imagination  di« 
vers  ways,  by  taking  it  in  all  its  didlerent  rela^ 
lions,  for  by  fuch  means  you  may  choofe  the  mod 
proper.  But  after  all  thefe  general  precepts,  which 
indeed  ought  to  be  known,  and  by  which  exor- 
diums muft  be  regulated,  it  is  certain,  the  in^ 
vention  and  compqfition  of  an  Exordium  can  only  be'- 
come  eafy  by  praSice.   (i)  A  young  preaclier  ought 

not 


apudqaem,  pro  quo,  contra 
quern,  qao  tempore,  quo  lo- 
co, qao  reruns  ftatu,  qua 
vul^  fama  dicendum  fit,  quid 
jttdicem  fentire  credibile  fit 
antequam  incipiamas:  turn 
quid  ant  defideremus,  aut  de- 
precemur,  ipfa  ilium  natura 
c6  ducet,  ut  fciat  quid  pri- 
mum  dicendum  fit/'  ^iut. 
ut  fupra. 

( I  )Pra3ice  makes  compofition 
eajyn  The  very  ingenious 
author  of  Elements  of  critici/m 
fays,  '*  Taftemuft  be  improved 
hy  edueatiom^  reJUffion,  and 
experience f**  and  adds  the  fol- 
lowing note.  **  That  thefe 
particulars  are  ufeful,  it  may 
be  faid  necefiary,  for  acquir- 
ing a  difcerning  tafte  in  the 
fine  arts,  will  appear  from  the 
following  fa&,  which  fiiew 
the  influence  of  experience  Jin^ 
giy,  Thofc  who  live  in  the 
world  and  in  good  company, 
are  quick  fighted  with  refpe^ 
to  every  deled  or  irregularity 
in  behaviour :  the  very  flight- 
cil  fingularicy  in  motion,  in 
fpeech,  or  in  drefs,  which  to 
a  peafant  would  be  invifible. 


efcapes  not  their  obfervation* 
The  moft  minute  difierences 
in  the  human  countenance, 
fo  minute  as  to  be  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  words,  are  dif- 
tin£tly  perceived  by  the  plain* 
eft  perlon :  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  generality  have 
very  little  diicernment  in  the 
faces  of  other  animals  to 
which  they  are  lefs  accuftom* 
cd.  Sheep,  for  example,  ap- 
pear to  have  all  the  fame 
face,  except  to  the  ihepherd, 
who  knows  every  individual 
in  his  fiock,  as  well  as  he 
does  his  relations  and  neigh* 
bours.  The  very  populace 
in  Athens  were  critics  in  lan» 
guage,  in  pronunciation,  and 
even  in  eloquence,  harangues 
being  their  daily  entertam* 
ment.  In  Rome  ac  prefeat 
the  moft  illiterate  ihopkeeper 
is  a  better  judge  of  ftatues, 
and  of  pictures,  than  ^erfons 
of  the  higheft  education  in 
London.  Thefe  fa£b  afibrd 
convincing  evidence,  that  a 
difcerning  tafte  depends  fiill 
more  on  experience  than  on 
nature."  Ciap.  xxv.  on  tafie^ 
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not  to  cofaiplain  of  troable,  nor  to  be  anyway 
negligent  in  the  matter^  for  he  may  be  fure  of  foe- 
ccedtng  by  attention  and  application. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,      X. 


Of  the    Conclusion,  (i) 


THE  Conclufion  ought  to  be  lively  and  ani- 
mating^  full  of  great  and  beautiful  figures, 
:(iming  to  move  chriftian  aflTeftions — as  the  love 
of  God^hope—zeal— -repentance — fclf  -  condem- 
nation— a  deli  re  of  fclf-corre6kion— confolation— 

admi- 


•  (i)  Conclufion.  This  in  a 
fermon  anfwer»  to  what  in  an 
,  oration  is  called  the  pirora" 
tien,  **  It  recapitulates,  or 
films  op  the  flrongelt  and 
chief  arguments,  and  by  mov- 
ing the  paffions,  endeavours 
to  perfuade  the  hearers  to 
yiiU  to  the  force  of  themt" 
'T-'Arift.  Rbtt. 

.  The  ^t.  of  the  preacher 
Ihould  blase  here,  he  ihould 
collect  the  ideas  of  his  whole 
fermon  into  this  part,  as  x?q% 
are  collefled  in  the  focus  of  a 
burning  glafs,  and  inflame 
the  hearts  of  his  auditors. 
The  three  following  general 
jTules  feem  very  proper.  <<  i* 
Let  the  peroration,  or  con- 
clufion, M.  ihort****2«  Let  it 


be  bold  and  lively.— 3.  Let 
fome  one  or  more  ftrikuig 
idea,  not  mentioned  beforo 
in  the  difcuffion,  be  referved 
for  this  part,  and  let  it  be  ap- 
plied with  vigour.  Bucholt- 
zer  ufed  to  fay,  J g09d preacher 
nvas  known  by  bis  ciMcluJUn^ 
He  often  clofed  his  fermons 
defignedly  in  a  curt,  terfe, 
abrupt  manner.— Here,  my 
brethren  !  I  flop,  and  I  leavo 
the  holy  fpirit  to  preaclt  to 
you.— -Now,  chnHians!  I 
have  done  my  part.  May  the 
Lord  condefcend  to  do  his  in 
your  hearts  !—^I  have  plan ted» 
and  watered.  May  God  givo 
the  increafe !— *I  have  been 
Breaching  to  yon,  and  fetting 
Wore  you  the  gofpei  of  fal- 
ration. 
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admiration  of  eternal  benefits — hope  of  felicitjr-^ 
cqurage  and  conftancy  in  afflidtions — fteadinc&  ia 
temptations — gratitude  to  God — rccourfe  to  him 
by  prayer — and  other  fuch  dilpofitions.  (2) 

There 


ipation.  May  the  Lord  God 
apply  it  to  your  hearts,  for  his 
glory,  and  for  your  eternal 
felicity  l—«May  the  Lord  fet 
home  to  your  hearts  what  I 
have  beep  preaching!  For 
my  part,  I  am  only  his  mef- 
fcngcr  to  you.  He  is  the 
fliepherd  and  bifhop  of  your 
fouls  !-*With  fome  one  fuch 
ftntence  he  frequently  con- 
cluded his  difcourfe.''  TAg 
^crdt  oftbt  ijui/i  are  as  goads  ^ 
and  a:  nails  faftened  bj  the 
mafters  9/  ajemhlies.  Eccl. 
3cii«  II. — Keckermauni  Rbet, 
EccL  lib,  i.  cap,  x. 

(z)  A  conclufionjhould  excite 
chriftian  di/pofitious,.  Bifhop 
Burnet  fays^  **  A  fermon, 
the  conclufion  whereof  makes 
the  auditory  look  pleafed,  and 
fets  them  all  a  talking  with 
one  another,  was  certainly 
cither  not  rightly  fpoken,  or 
sot  rightly  heajd ;  it  has  been 
£ne,  and  has  probably  de- 
lighted the  congregation  ra- 
ther than  edified  it :  but  that 
fei-mon  tYmt  makes  every  one 
go  away  filent,  and  grave, 
^d  haiiening  to  be  alone  to 
meditate,  and  pray  the  matter 
over  in  ibcret,  has  had  a  true 
^ca."— Pii/?,  Care,  cb.  ix. 

The  publiiherof  Maflillon's 
iisrmoni  defcribes  in  the  pre^ 


face,  the  bifhop's  method  ol 
preaching,    by    faying    that 
"  What  formed  the  diftina 
charafber  of  Father  MaiEIJon*s 
eloquence  was,  that   all  his 
ftrokes  aimed  diredly  at  the 
heart f  fo  that  what  was  fimply 
reafon,  and  proof  ia  odiers» 
was   feelin?    in    his  mouth. 
He  not  only  convinced,  he 
affcded,  moved,  and  mel^ 
his  hearers.     He  did  not  con* 
£nc  hirofelf  to  difcover  only 
the  injuflice,  and  nnreafona- 
blenefs  of  vice,  he  fhew  it  in 
fuch  a  hideous,  and  hateful 
light,  that  yoo  could  no  lon- 
ger fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  ander 
the  empire  of  fuch  a  cniel 
tyrant ;  you  could  no  longer 
coniider  it  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  a  fwom  enemy 
of  your    felicity.     Entering 
into  an  holy  indignation  a- 
gainU    yourfelf,  yon   woold 
appear  to  yourfelf  (b  blinds 
founjuft>  fo  miferable^  that 
you  would  fee  no  otl^r  r^ 
medy  than  that  of  falling  into 
the  arms  of  virtue."     After 
this  defcription  he  fabjoiss, 
*'  Sermons  compofed  in  this 
taile  cannot    fail    of   being 
heard  with  extreme  attention, 
every  one  fees  himiclfintbe 
lively,  and  natural  pidures 
in  which  the  preacher  paints 
the 
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There  arc  three  forts  of  difpofitions,  or  emotions, 

the  violent — the  tender — and  the  elevated.     The 

violenl  are,  for  example,  indignation,  fear,  zeal, 

courage,  firmnefs  againft  temptations,  repentance, 

'  felf-loathing,  &c.  (3) 

The 


the  haman  heart,  and  difco-  *  (3)  Soae  emotions  are  wo^ 
vers  its  moil  fecret  fprings  of  tent,  andmuft  he  excited  by  w- 
adion.     Every  one  imagines,     elent  conclufions.     Example  of 


the  difcourfe  is  addreiicd  to 
him,  and  thinks  the  orator 
meant  him  only.     Hence  the 
remarkable  effects  of  his  in- 
fh-udions:  nobody  after  hear- 
ing him  flopped  to  praife,  or 
criticife    his   fern^on.     Each 
auditor  retired  in  a  penfive 
filence,  with  a  thoughtful  air, 
downcaft  ^ycs,  and  compofed 
countenance,  carrying  away 
the  arrow,  which  this  chrifHan 
orator  had    faftened    in  his 
heart.     Thefe  filent  fuffrages 
exceed  the  loudeft  applaules. 
yfhtn  Father  Maflillon  had 
preached  his  firft  advent  at 
VerfaUles,  Lewis  the  XlVth 
faid  thefe  remarkable  words 
to  him.  Father,  I  have  heard 
many  fine  orators  in  my  chafe! , 
and  ha*oe  been    much  fleafed 
nbitb  them  :    but  as  for  you, 
airways  when  I  have  heard  you, 
J  hoFue  been  'very  much  dif* 
fka/ediMith  my/elf*     Afiniih- 
^i  encomium,  which  does  e- 
^ual  honour  to  the  tafte  and 
piety  of  the  monarch,    and 
the  .talents  of  the  preacher." 
^■^Serm.  de  MaJJillen.  pet*  car. 

.  Vol.  II, 


the  violent  from  Saorin's  Cer'- 
mon  on  the  /even'/y  of  God. 
The  text  is  Heb.  xii.  29,  For 
our   God  is  a  con/uming  fire. 
Having  fpokenof  fudden  un- 
prepared deaths,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  iick-bed  repen- 
tances,   he    adds,     *'   God*s 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts. 
True,  we  have  fecn  fome  few 
examples  of  people,  who  have 
proved  after  their  recovery* 
that  thev  were  converted  in 
their  ficknefs ;  and  who  make 
us  prefume  that  fome  dying 
people  may  alfo  be  converted 
m  the  fame  manner :  but  yet^ 
Our  God  is  a  con/uming  fire. 
How  rare  are  thefe  examples ! 
Need  we  prove  it  ?     Need  we 
demonilrate  it  ?     You  are  our 
proofs,  you   are  our  demon- 
llratiohs.     Which  of  us  has 
not  been  fick,  and  (I  fpeak  of 
perfons  of  a  certain  age)  which 
of  us   has  not  feen  himfelf 
fometimes   at   the    brink  of 
death?     Who  has  not  made 
refolutions  in   that    terrible 
moment,  who  has  not  pro* 
mifed    to    reform    himfelf? 
The  laws  of  thefe  cxercifes 
3  P     •  foib>d 
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The    tender   txtm\otk%   arc    joy,   coi^olatiort^ 
gratitude^  tender  fubje£ts  are  pardon,  pity,  prayer^ 


S»rbid  me  i^rtain  detula,  it  ia 
not  allowable  to  name  fuch 
of  you  as  hear  me:  but  I  ap- 
peal to  your  confciences,  and 
if  your  confciences  be  afle^p* 
I  appeal  to  the  immortal  God« 
How  many  perfons  are  there 
amongft  you,  who  have  made 
i)s  the  depofitaries  of  your  re- 
folutionsy  who  engaged  fo- 
lemnly  to  renounce  the  world 
and  its  maxims  f  How  man  y 
of  you  by  thefe  appearances 
of  converfion  have  impofed 
on  us,  and  impofed  on  yonr- 
fehres  toof  How  many, 
whom  we  ihoald  have  aliedgc4 
as  new  examples  of  people 
converted  on  a  death-bed,  if 
God  had  not  reflored  you  to 
life  i  Are  you  converted  in- 
deed? Have  you  renounced 
the  world,  and  its  maxims  f 
Ah!  when  we  would  judgo 
by  the  condudb  of  Uiofe>  who 
^e  raifed  from  ficknefi,  of 
the  fate  of  thofe,  who  are 
are  dead  •  .  •  My  brethren, 
I  dare  not  examine  this  mat- 
ter to  the  bottom,  and  I  leave 
it  to  your  meditation. 

**  Gcii's  thoughts  art  not  as 
9ur  thou^ts.  It  is  true,  there 
is  nothing  in  our  fcriptures, 
which  authorizes  as  to  fhut 
the  gates  of  heaven  againft  a 
dying  man,  who  difcovers 
tokens  of  repentance:  Nor  is 
there  any  thing,  which  autho- 
rizes us  to  tell  him.  There  is 


no  hope  for  yon,  you  are  lofl 
wittuottt remedy:  bttt3fet,Oicr 
G^d  is  a  confimsftg  firty  and 
there  are  hundreds  of  paflagea 
in  fcriptore,  which  authorize^ 
What  do  I  fay?  There  are 
hundreds  of  pafl^es  which 
forbid  us,  under  pain  of  being 
poniihed  with  all  the  judg- 
ments referved  for  the  crimes^ 
to  conceal  any  thing  from  the 
criminal ;  there  are  hundreds 
of  palfages,  which  command 
us  to  tell  you,  you  who  are 
fifty  years  of  age,  you  who 
are  fixty,  you  who  arc  fbur- 
fcore,  you  who  after  this  put 
off  your  converfioa,  that  it  it 
a  madnefs,  an  exce/s  <^  haid- 
nefs,  and  indQlence,  which  alt 
the  flames  of  hell  c«i  aevcr 
es^iate. 

**  After  all,  this  is  a&  arti^ 
de,  of  which  your  pc^hin 
hope  to  render  to  God  a  fit- 
ful account,  how  undeferving 
foever  we  acknowledge  <Mf^ 
felves  of  his  patience.  How 
often  have  we  repreffaitiod  to 
you  the  dreadful  cofaie^oen* 
ces  of  your  delays?  WewtMild 
take  yon  to  witnefi,  Walk  of 
this  church  I  if  you  wcreca> 
pable  of  gjvbg  evidence.  But 
I'bu  ihallbe our witbefles, yr 
aifcourfes  preached  io  theife 
afTemblies!  a  remembrance 
of  which  iball  be  awakened 
in  that  great  day,  when  our 
liearers  Ihall  give  aa  account 
of 
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See*  (4)    The  ekvdfed  are  admiriiition  of  thb  nia£ 
jcfty  of  God,  the  ways  of  providence,  the  gloiy 

of 


of  the  ufe  they  hare  made  6t 
tkem*  Confciefices  I  yoxL 
fhall  be  oar  witnefles^  yo« 
hare  heard  onr  dire6libn8. 
You  yourfelves  ftall  be  cui- 
witncflfes,  gailiftyers  i  you, 
«vho  have  fo  often  pretended* 
foy  revehin^theideas*  which 
the  gofpel  gives  us  of  the  iner*> 
cy  of  God»  to  obfcure  others* 
which  it  gives  us  of  hisjufticc 
and  vengeance — fTg  an  /Vra^ 
€int  ffyomrSUfJ,  <wi  J^dpvt  not 
femmed  to  declare  t9  yu  the 
•mhtle  c0unfel  of  OoJ^-^^^nd 
though,  when  called  before 
his  tribunal^  we  muft  iay  td 
him  under  a  fenfe  of  the  weak^^ 
AtfTct*  with  whieh  our  itlini* 
Iby  was  accompanied^  Enter 
mot  into  judgment  'with  tby/er^ 
wants,  O  Lord ;  yet  will  we 
even  then  venture  to  Tay^wheil 
Vit  recoiled  the  overtures  we 
have  made*  and  the  intrcaties 
we  have  ufed  tb  ftiKyou  up  to 
improve  the  prefent  moment, 
/  ha'ifi  preached  rigbteou/nefs  ik 
the  gredt  congregati^.  Lo,  I 
dfave  not  Ytf^ained  my  lipt,  O 
Lard,  tbouknonjitefi,  akdthokgh 
J  have  tahot&ed  in  'udin,  and 
/pent  my  ftrenph  for  nought, 
yet  Mj  judgment  is  tuitb  the 
Lord,  and  my  ^ork  wth  my 
Ged. 

<'  Ah!  M^y  God  ahimsite 
QS  with  nobler  motives  1  GOd 
graati  not  that  the  tormentt 


inflifted  on  onr  hHfen  in  th^ 
^economy  of  eternity  mayhk 
the  apology  of  our  miAiftry^ 
but  rather  may  God  mftke 
you  our  cr&wn  akd  joy  in  the 
de^  of  the  Lord!  Amen.^'*>- 
8aur.  S^r»  torn*  vi.  /tr,  qnetm 
triemt. 

(4)  Tendef  contliifion*  Ex« 
ample  of  a  tender  coaclufion, 
from  a  fermon  of  Bp.  Ma£il«> 
loo  to  his  clergy*  **  And 
indeed^  my  brethren*  can  a 
paftor    live  either    without 

!>rayer,  or  can  he  pray  but 
eldom*  or  can  he  pray  with^ 
out  fervour*  and  zeal*  or  caa 
he  conilae  all  his  prayers  to  a 
co]d>  inattentive*  and  haltf 
rehearf^t  of  his  breviary*  whil^ 
he  gaffes  his  life  ailiongft  hi& 
panihioners*  and  ibes  tha 
|reateil  part  of  them  living  lA 
Sn,  and  peri/hing  every  day 
before  his  eyes  f  When  the 
high-prieft  Aaron  faw  a  part 
of  his  people  finitten  by  th^ 
hand  of  God*  and  expiring 
before  him*  he  ran  betweea 
the  dead,  aad  the  living— ho 
lifted  his  hands  to  heaven-^ 
he  wept  for  the  miftry  of  fuch 
as  fell  before  his  eyes— he 
cried^&e  wreftled— and  hia 
prayer  was  heard*  the  plague 
Was  flopped*  atid  the  fword  of 
God's  anger  retired*  A  good 
paftor  never  prays  for  his  peo» 
pk  ia  VaiO.  jM  diarMji—d 
3  P  2  bti'Witm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  Paradifc, 
(5.) 


the 


(    4?4    ) 
cxpeftatipn 


titnvien  the  dtad^  t^nd  thi 
li^ingt  and  tie  phgu€  *w€U^ 
Jtajid. 

*'  TWs,  my  brethren,  is  the 
image  pf  a  good  pafior.  A- 
inongft  his  peopled,  (as  I  may 
izy)  he  walks  between  the 
dead,  and  the  living  ;  he  fees 
hy  his  fide  feme  of  his  fiock 
dead,  and  others  ready  to 
expire,  having  only  fome 
flattering  Agns  of  life.  He 
iees  the  inviiible  fword  of 
God's  wr^th  hang  over  thefe 
people,  he  fees  reigning 
crimes,  and  haftening  death. 
All  this  he  beholds,  and  it  is 
a  /pelade,  which  he  has  e- 
very  day  before  his  eyes.  If 
lie  is  not  aifedled  with  this : 
)ie  is  not  a  paftor,  he  is  a 
mercenary  wretch*  who  fees 
}n  cold  blood  the  deilrufUon 
of  his  flock.  Jie  is  either  a 
miniAer  fallen  from  the  grace 
of  ^he  priefthood,  gr  one  who 
has  never  received  it.  3Qt  iJF 
this  aiFe£U  him,  ah  1  what 
muft  the  firil  motion  of  his 
grief  and  zeal  be  ?  He  will 
addrefs  himfelf  to  God,  who 
wounds  and  heals— he  will 
offer  to  him  fecret  tears  of 
grief  and  love  for  hi$  people^ 
he  will  remind  an  angry  God 
of  his  ancient  mercies — h^ 
'  will  move  his  paternal  heart 
by  his  iighs— and  off*er  him* 
tclf  to  .be  ac^urfed  for  his 


of   bi!ncfits,  iicl 
There 


bretJiren.— — Ji0r9n  (t99d  h* 
tfuftn  the  dead,  amdtie  /i'^ag, 
ani  the  plague  ^w^sjifpfed, 
'  "No,my  brethrcn,aprieft, 
a  paftor  who  does  ootprayj 
>vho  does  not  Ipve  prayer, 
does  not  belong  to  that 
church,  which  p'oys  'witbnU 
eeafing.  He  is  not  united  to 
the  fpirit  of  prayer,  and  love. 
He  is  a  dry  and  barren  trce« 
which  cumbers  the  Lord's 
ground.  He  is  the  enemy« 
and  not  the  father  of  his  peo- 
ple. He  is  s^ilranger,  who 
has  ufurped  the  pallor's  place, 
and  (o  whom  the  falyation  of 
the  flock  is  indiflerent. 
Wherefore,  my  brethren,  b^ 
faithful  to  prayer,  and  youjc 
functions  will  be  more  ufefulj 
your  people  more  holy,  youj 
labours  will  feem  much  fweet-* 
cr,  and  the  church's  evils 
will  diminiih."  UqH^L  dijc. ' 
fyni>dauxy  tqm.  ii.  di/.  x, 
.  (^)  Elevated evnclufi^m,  £z« 
ample  of  an  elevated  condn- 
iion  from  Saurin.  "  I  am 
Cod's  (thus  fpeaks  the  be- 
liever) I  am  God's,  not  only 
becaufe  he  has  a  fovereign 
pmpir^  over  ^le  as  a  creator; 
not  only  becaufe  as  a  redeem- 
er he  has  the  right  of  a  mafler 
over  a  flave,  whom  he  has 
purchafed;  but  I  am  God's, 
becaufe  I  love  him,  and  be* 
^aufe  I  know  God  is  worthv 
a3P 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(   495    ) 
There  arc  fome  chriftian  paflions  which  may  be 
excited  either  by  4  tender,  or  violent  method.  Re- 
pentance 


of  my  love.  The  lively  ira- 
preffions,  vvKich  his  adorable 
perfeftions  have  made  on  me, 
make  me  impatient  with 
every  thing,  that  intercepts 
my  view  of  him.  I  could 
not  be  content  to  be  any 
longer  upon  earth,  except 
his  law,  which  is  the  rule 
of  my  condud,  ordained 
it:  yc]C  tha  law,  which  or- 
dains me  to  live,  does  not 
forbid  my  defiri)ig  to  die. 
Death  I  confider  as  the  fum- 
mit  of  my  deiires,  and  as  the 
confummation  of  my  happi* 
nefs.  While  I  am  in  the  hody, 
I  am  abfent  from  the  Lord, 
But  it  is  incomparably  better 
for  me  to  be  dhfent  from  the 
ioifyf  and  pre/ent  nvith  the 
Lordt  and  what  ihoald  flay 
hie  upon  earth,  when  God 
ihall  pleafe  to  call  me  to  him-^ 
felfi 

,  ^*  It  (hall  not  be  you,  criminal 
objefts.  You  I  never  loved, 
and,  if  I  have  fometimes 
fufFered  myfelf  to  be  feduced 
by  your  deceitful  delights,  I 
have  been  fo  punilhed  by  the 

friefs  you  have  caufed  me, 
y  the  confufion  the  remem- 
brance has  made  in  my  con- 
fcience,  that  I  have  no  fear 
of  your  entering  into  the  plan 
of  my  felicity. 

•«  It  Ihall  not  be  you,  lawful 
pbje^isA  how  tender  foeyer  the 


bonds,  which  unite  me  to 
you  are  ;  you  are  only  rills  of 
happinefs  to  me,  and  \  go  (o 
the  fpring  of  felicity ;  yoa 
are  only  emanations  of  good- 
nefs,  «nd  I  go  to  the  hlejjhi 
God. 
*'  Nor  (hall  it  be  you,  objefts 
of  .  religion.  You  are  only 
means,  and  death  will  con-' 
duft  me  to  the  end.  You  are 
only  the  way,  and  death  will 
bring  me  home.  True,  I 
(hall  read  no  more  excellent 
books,  in  which  fuperior  ge- 
niuffes  have  drawn  the  trflih 
from  an  abyfs  of  prejudices, 
and  darknefles,  where  it  was 
buried.  I  fhall  no  more  hear 
difcourfes  in  which  the  preach- 
er, animated  by  the  fpirit  of 
God,  endeavours  to  raife  me 
above  the  prefcnt  world :  but 
I  fhall  contemplate,  I  ihall 
hear  the  eternal  wifdom,  and 
therein  difcovcr  the  views, 
defigns,  and  plans  of  my 
creator  j  and  I  Ihall  learn 
more  in  one  moment  of  that 
union,  than  all  books  and  all 
religious  difcourfes  could  pof- 
iibly  teach  me. 

"True,  I  Ihall  no  more  give 
myfelf  up  to  you,  Clofet-cx- 
ercifes,  holy  meditations,  ef- 
forts of  a  foul,  that  feeks  its 
God,  and  which  cries  to  him. 
Lord,  fienu  me  thy  glory.  Lord 
<dillipate  thefe  clouds,  an4, 
darkneiTcs, 
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pentance  is  of  this  kind,  for  which  txtresnely  tta--' 
der  motives  may  be  employed,  as  the  love,  and 
bounty  of  God,  which  we  have  fo  unworthily 
treated.  Violent  motives  may  alfo  be  ufed,  as 
cenfure,  an  enomer^tion  and  defcription  of  the 
enormity  of  the  fins  reigning  amongft  us,  the  hor« 
for  of  our  ingratitude,  the  fear  of  God*s  judg« 
ments,  the  juftice  of  his  fcourges, .  and  chaftife- 
ments,  &c.  (6) 

In 


darknefTeSy  which  hide  thee 
from  sny  fight ;  let  that  light 
approach  me,  which  has  hi- 
therto been  inacceffible :  hot 
this  light  will  be  approached, 
thefe  clonds  and  darkneiTes 
will  be  diffipated,  I  (hall  be 
no  more  in  the  clofet :  but  I 
ihall  be  like  the  feraphims  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne  of  God, 
and  the  lamb. 
*'  True,  I  (hall  no  more  know 
you  holy  facraments,  auguft 
ceremonies  which  have  fo  of- 
ten filled  my  foul  with  confo* 
lation,  which  have  fo  much 
contributed  to  unite  my  heart 
to  God,  and  which  have  fo 
often  been  to  me  a  heaven 
upon  earth:  but  I  ihall  re- 
ceive you  immediately,  elftt- 
iions  of  divine  love  !  Plea- 
fures  at  God's  right  hand! 
Fulnefs  of  joy !  1  ihall     .     . 

Alas!  Per. 

haps  your  hearts  efcape  me, 
my  brethren,  perhaps  thefe 
difpofitions,  fuperior  to  yoar 
piety,  are  no  longer  the  fub- 
jcAs  of  your  attention*  I  have 


however  no  other  diredion  to 
give  you,  and  the  abridgment 
of  all  this  difcoarie,  of  all 
my  preaching,  and  of  all  mf 
whole  miniftry  is,  LoVb  God, 
be  to  God  by  inclination 
what  you  are  by  condition 
and  engagement,  then  the 
miferies  of  this  life  will  be 
fupportable,  and  then  the 
approaches  of  death  will  be 
delightful.  God  grant  yo« 
thisgnce,  to  him  be  honour, 
and  glory  for  ever,  amen.'* 
Saur,  /er.  som.  viii.  /er.  ii* 
/ur  V empire  it  Jefiu  Cbrift. 

(6)  Gouclti/Uu  mmy  hi  mxtd^ 
Example  of'^a  mixed  condu* 
iion  from  Maflillon.  <•  The 
annihilation  of  the  (bnl  is  the 
lail  refource  of  impiety.  But 
what  puniihment  would  it  be 
for  a  wicked  man  to  be  no 
more  ?  He  wiihes  for  annihila« 
tion,  and  propofes  it  as  his 
hi^heft  hope.  He  lives  tran« 
quil  in  the  midft  of  his  plea- 
fures  in  this  agreeable  expec« 
tatiod.  What !  Will  the  jofl 
God  puniib  afinner  by  pviog 
him 
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In  like  manner,  firmncfs  againft   teinptationar 
may  be  difcuffcd ;  for  tender  motives  may  be  ufcd» 
as  the  vanity  of  the  promifes  and  hopes  of  this 

world. 


Vim  what  he  defires  ?  Ah  !  It 
is  not  thus  that  God  punifhes. 
For  what  can  the  wicked  find 
ib  very  bad  in  annihilation  ? 
Would  it  be  the  privation  of 
God  f  But  a  wicked  man  does 
not  love  him,   he  does  not 
know  him,  he  will  not  know 
him,  for  his  god  is  himfclf. 
Would  it   be  annihilation  ? 
But  what  more   pleaiing  to 
fuch  a  monfler,  who  knows 
that  if  he  lives  after  death  it 
is  only  to  fuffer,  and  expiate 
the  horrors  of  an  abominable 
life.     Would  it  be  the  lofs  of 
worldly  pleafures>  and  of  all 
the  objeds  of  his   pafTions  ? 
But  when  he  ceafes  to  be,   he 
jnuft  ceafe  to  love.     Imagine 
if  you  can  a  more  defirable  lot 
for  the  wicked,  and  (hall  this 
after  all  be  the  fweet  end  of 
his  debaucheries,  horrors,  and 
blafphemies  I 
*'  No,  my  brethren,  the  b^pi 
.  tf  tbi  <wi€kid  Pall  perijb : 
hut  his  crimes  (hall  not  perilh 
with  him.     His  torments  will 
be  "as  endlefs  as  his  pleafures 
would  have  been,  if  he  had 
been  mader  of  his  fate.     He 
would  fain  perpetuate  upon 
earth  his  fenfual    pleafures. 
X^eath  limits  his  crimes :  but 
does  not   limit  his  criminal 
At^tt%.      The  j  u(l  j  udge  who 
Searches  the  heart  will  pro- 


portion then  the  fufferingto 
the  oiFence,  immortal  flames 
ior  intentionally  immortal 
pleafures,  and  eternity  itfelf 
will  be  only  a  juft  compenfa- 
tion,  and  an  equality  of  pu« 
ni(hment.  Tbifi  Jhall go  a^waj 
into  iverlafting  punijhment. 
"  What  is  the  conclaiion  of 

this    difcourfe? That    a 

wicked  man  is  to  be  pitied 
for  placing  his  hl^heft  hope 
in  a  frightful  uncertainty  a- 
bottt  revealed  truth's. — He  is 
to  be  pitied,  in  that  he  is  not 
able  to  live  peaceably,  unlefa 
he  lives  without  faith,  with* 
out  wor(hip,    without   God, 
without  hope— ^hat  he  is  to 
be  pitied  if  the  gofpel  muft 
be  a  fable,   the  faith  of  all 
ages   credulity,    the  con  fen  t 
of  all  men  a  popular  error, 
the  firft  principles  of  naturt 
andreafon  chilai(h  prejudices, 
the  blood  of  fo  many  martyrs, 
whom  the  hope  of  a  futnritjr 
fupported  in  torments,  a  con- 
certed game  to  deceive  man- 
Jkind ;  the  converlion  of  the 
univerfe  a  human  enttrprize, 
the  accompliihment  of  pro* 
phecies  a  lucky  hit,  in  oxkt 
word,  if  all  that  is  bed  ef- 
tablifhed  in  the  univerfe  mud: 
be  found  falfe,    fo  that  he 
may  not  be  eternally  mifer- 
able.     What  madnels  to  be 
able 
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wv)rld,  which  are  only  falle,'  and  dclufive  appear- 
ances— the  confideration  of  the  mifcrable  ftatc  of 
backfliders  and  apoflates— the  dignity  to  which 
God  calls  his  children — the  eternal  rewards  which 
attend  perfcverance— the  joy  of  a  good  man  when 
he  has  gained  a  fignal  victory  over  temptations- 
Violent  methods  may  alfo  be  employed,  as — ^infpir- 
ing  an  holy  ambition  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
world — a  contempt  of  the  plots,  and  powers  a- 
gainft  us — the  hope,  or  rather  the  inviolable  af- 
furance  we  have  that  all  the  powers  of  earth  joined 
together  cannot  fliake  us.     St.  Paul  ufcs  mixed 
motives  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  of  Romans.     Wb9 
Jhall  feparaU  us  from  the  love  of  Chrifi  ?  Shall  tri- 
bulation^ '  or  diftrefs^    or  perfecution^   or  famine^  or 
fiakednefs^    or   perils  or  fword  ?  Nay\    in   all  thefr 
things^  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  thai 
loved  US.     For  I  am  perfuadedj  thai  neither  deaths 
fior  life^  nor  angels^  nor  principalities y  nor  powers^ 
nor  things  prefenty  nor  things  to  come^  nor  height^  nor 
depths  nor  air/  olbcr  creature  Jhall  be  able  to  feparaie 

MS 

able  to  contrive   a  kind  of  and  not  by  doubting  whether 

tranquility    made    up  of   fo  he  fees  you.      The  peace  of 

many  fooliih  fuppofitions !  the  wicked  is  only  a  frightful 

*.'  O  man !  I<wiUpe'wyoua  defpair;  fcek  your  happinefs, 

more ixcellent  nvay.     Fear  this  not  in  fhaking  oS  the  yoke 

futurity,    which    you    force  of  faith,  but  m  taflin?  hour 

yourfelf  to  doubt.    Aflt  us  no  fweet    it    is.       Pradiie  the 

more  what  pafTes  in  that  other  maxims    it    prefcribca,    aod 

life,  of  which  we  fpeak :  but  your  reafon  will  no  longer  rc- 

aik  yourfelf  frequently  what  fufe  to  fubmit  to  the  m^eries 

you  are  doing  in  this.     Calm  it  propofes.      Futurity    will 

your  confciencc  by  the  inno-  ceafc  to  be  incredible  to  you, 

cence  of  your  manners,  and  when  yoa  ccafe  to  live  like 

hot  by  the  impiety  of  your  ihofe  that  confine  all  their 

fentiments.      Set  your  heart  felicity   within    the    narroiir 

at  reft  by  calling  upon  God,  bounds  of  life.     Then  fer 
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nsfnm  ibe  bvi  of  God^  wbicb  is  in  Jefus  Chrifi  ou$ 
Lard.  (7) 

A  concluGon  fhould  be  diverfified.  I  meant  we 
Ihould  not  be  concent  to  more  one  fingle  chriftian 

Eaffion,  many  muft  be  touched,  ana  a  proper 
mgth  of  difcourfe  affigned  to  each,  in  order  to 
ftir  up  the  paflion.  Too  long  time,  however^ 
muft  not  be  fpent :  but,  when  the  effeft  is  eMi* 
dently  produccxl,  pafs  to  another  paflion.  As  the 
conclufion  ought  to  be  compofed  at  leaft  of  four,  or 
fiverefledions  (naturally  arifing  from  the  text,  either 
general,  from  the  whole  text,  or  particular,  from 
fome  of  the  parts,  into  which  it  is  divided)  fo  if 
poflible  thefe  refle&ions  muft  be  placed  in  prudent 
order,  fo  that  the  weakeft  and  l&ift  powerful  may 
be  the  firft,  and  the  ftrongeft  laft,  and  fo  that  the 
difcourfe  may  become  more  rapid  as  it  runs. 

I  think,  however,  it  would  be  vicious  to  finifli 
with  motives  too  violent,  as  fubjeAs  tending  to 
horror — indignation— or  heavy  cenfure.  It  would 
be  much  better  in  general  to  clofe  with  a  tender^ 
or  even  with  an  elevating  motive.  Different  mo- 
tives may  be  (and  indeed  they  ought  to  be)  mixed 
in  the  fame  conclufion,  that  is,  violent,  tender, 
and  elevated,  in  order  to  ftir  up  many  pafiions  of 
difierent  kinds. 

Conclufion  fometimes  delights  in  examples,  fi- 
militudes,  (hort  and  weighty  fencences,  the  inven- 
tions 

from  fearing   this  futnrityy  his  kingdom  all  foch  as  have 

yea  will  haften  to  it  in  defire,  lived  in  expedation  of  a  blef- 

yoa  will  £gh  after  rhe  happy  fed    immortality/'      MaffiL 

day,  when  the  fon  of  man,  fir.  Car.  torn.  i.  /mt  U  ImjuS 

the  father  of  the  world  to  dt  la  i.fim. 

come,  will  appear  to  panifh  (7)  St.  Paul  c^ncMn  with 

iD&Ach»  and  to  receive  into  9u^i  m^tiva.     We  cannot 

Vou  IL  3  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    500    ) 

ftons  of  a  fine  imagination,  and,  in  one  word,  it 
need  not  be  cither  fo  ch^ftc  or  fo  regular  as  the  body 
of  the  fermon,  where  more  accuracy  mull  be  ob- 
ferved.  There  is  no  danger  when  a  preacher  iii  a 
conclufion  gives   himfelf  up  to  the  (8)    fire  of 

his 


omit  this  opportunity  of  ob- 
fcrving  the  beauty  of  that  fine 
methoa  of  concluding  pub- 
lick  worihip,  ufed  after  apofl 
tolical  example  in  chriftian 
churches.  I'he  preacher  (huts 
up  all  by  lifting  holy  hands 
in  prayer  to  God,  by  fpread- 
ing  them  over  the  people^  and 
by  faying,  T^e  ^race  of  our 
lord  Je/us  Cbrift,  the  love  of 
Qad^~  and  the  fdloiAiJhip  of  the 
Holy  Ghojl  he  tvith  you  all. 
Amen,  Some  add  other  words 
of  their  own — xki^faving  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jefus — the  ^x^/r- 
lajling  love  of  God  thefa^ 
ther-» the  fweet  and  comfor  • 
tahU  communion  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  be,  and  remain  with 
-you,  and  fo  on.  When  (hall 
we  ceafe  to  be  wife  above 
what  is  written  !  When  fhall 
vie  be  content  with  the  iim- 
^licity  of  revelation!  This, 
chough  ihort,  is  a  fine  iignifi- 
calu  part  of  facred  worAiip, 
and  the  people  fhould  be 
taught  to  avoid  that  hateful 
cuftom  of  hurrying  out  before 
it  ib  completed.  It  fhould  be 
iittered  gravely,  deliberately, 
aifedionately,  and  kindly  by 
the  preacher,  and  it  ihould 


be  attended  to  in   a  fimilar 
manner  by  the  people. 

(8)  A  frtacber  may  gi've 
himfelf  nf  to  the  fire  of  his  ge- 
nius. The  Archbifhop  of 
Cambray,  that  fine  cool  rea- 
foner  in  his  other  works,  is 
remarkable  for  this  fire  in  his 
fermons,  particularly  in  the 
conclufions  of  them.  The 
following  fpecimen  is  fix>m  a 
fcrmon  of  his  on  the  feaft  of 
St.  Bernard. 

*«  Who  are  you,  700  pro- 
fane men,  who  laugh  when 
you  fee  a  renewed  £nner  fol- 
lowing Jefus  Chrift,  and  coan- 
tcraflingthe  torrent  of  all  his 
paffions?  What  then,  yoa 
cannot  endure  chat  we  ihoald 
declare  ourfelves  openly  for 
the  God,  who  created  us? 
According  to  you,  it  is  a 
weaknefs  to  fear  his  eternal 
and  almighty  juilice,  and  not 
to  be  ungrateful  to  his  good- 
nefs.  According  to  you,  it  it 
a  folly  to  live  by  faith,  in 
hope  of  eternal  life.  Who 
then  are  you,  you  that  make 
game  of  religion,  as  well  as 
of  the  religious?  Are  yoo  of 
another  religion  ?  Do  not  yoa 
believe  any  \  Go  then  oot  of 
ov 
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provided    he  fay  nothing 


cxtr.ava,- 
gant. 


oar  churches,  be  gone  from 
our  myftcrics,  eo  live  with- 
out hope,  without  Chrift, 
without  God  in  the  world. 
Go  where  your  impious,  and 
brutal  defpair  would  hurry 
you.  But  alas  1  who  would 
believe  it  ?  You  are  chriftians, 
and  yon  have  promifed  to  re- 
nounce the  world,  and  its 
pomps,  to  carry  the  crofs  af- 
ter Jefns  Chrift,  to  defpife 
all  you  fee,  and  to  afpire  after 
invisible  realities.  You  have 
promifed,  you  dare  not  deny 
.your  promtie,  you  dare  not  re- 
nounce your  falvation,  you 
tremble  when  approaching 
death  ihews  you  the  abyfe 
.that  opens  under  your  feet. 
Miferable  wretches  i  foolifli 
people !  You  would  have  us 
think  you  wife,  and  yoo  treat 
thoie  as  fools,  who,  hoping 
for  benefits  which  you  pretend 
jaotto  have  renounced,  labour 
to  obtain  them.  Odcilrudion 
of  common-fenfe  !  O  mon- 
ib-ous  folly  !  O  devils,  you 
pofTefs  them,  it  is  not  they 
that  fpeak,  it  is  yoa  who 
blafpheme  in  them.  We 
want,  my  brethren,  another 
Bernard,  though  I  know  not 
whether  the  impiety,  un- 
known in  his  age,  but  fa(hion- 
able  in  ours,  would  not  refifl 
all  his  'dodtrine^  and  all  his 
flairacles*    Doci  he  not  fpeak 

3 


to  you  every  day  by  his  writ* 
ings,  and  by  hiftories  of  his 
times  which  atteft  what  he  did? 
Let  us  hear  him,  my  brethren  ) 
at  leaH,  at  lead  in  this  day 
harden  not  your  hearts.  O 
my  children,  (Thushefpeaks, 
and  thus  he  has  a  right  to 
.fpeak  to  you)  O  my  children ! 
Muft  I  then  rife  up  in  judg- 
ment  againft  you  ?  The  light 
which  your  fathers  fa w,  and 
which  from  generation  to 
generation  has  been  reced- 
ed even  on  you,  does  it  only 
ferve  to  di (cover  your  aniqui* 
ties  ?  What  have  I  not  fufer* 
ed  that  I  might  prefentyou 
all  together  as  a  virgin  with- 
out fpot  to  the  holy  bride- 
groom ?  But  what  do  I  fee  a- 
mongft  you  t  O  my  children  I 
I  have  oiFered  you  a  bleifing, 
andflyouhaverejededit.  The 
curfe  will  come,  it  will  come» 
and  you  will  be  overwhelmed 
with  it.  It  will  diftill  on  your 
heads  drop  by  drop  to  the 
end.  No,  I  will  no  loneer 
be  your  father.  I  will  harden 
my  heart,  and  my  foul  ftiali 
rcjcd  you  for  ever.  I  will 
forget  you,  I  will  be  afliamed 
of  you  at  the  coming  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  I  will  demand  of 
him  vengeance  for  my  words, 
or  rather  for  bis  which  yoa 
have  fo  often  dcfpifed."  Fen, 
Oewures  fhilof.  torn*  ii./.  270. 
Q^a  I  con- 
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gant,  or  capricious,  nothing  that  iavoun  of  en 
thufiafm,  or  declamation. 


I  conclade  thefe  notes  with 
<»ne  word  of  Bp.  Burnet's, 
and  one  of  Bp» '  Wilkin's. 
The  former  fays/  f '  Ajtificiid 
eloquence  without  a  flame 
within,  is  like  artificial  poetry, 
all  its  produAIons  are  forced, 
and  unnatural,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  ridiculous.  Art 
helps,  and  guides  nature: 
but  if  one  was  not  born  with 
this  Same,  art  will  only  fpoil, 
and  make  him  redundant. 
A  man  muft  have  in  himfelf 
a  deep  fenfe  of  the  truth  and 
power  of  religion.  He  muft 
have  a  life  and  flame  in  his 
thoughts  with  relation  to  thefe 
fubjeds.  He  muft  have  felt 
in  himfelf  thofe  things,  which 
he  intends  to  explain,  and 
recommend  to  others.  There 
is  an  authority  in  the  fimpleft 
things  that  can  be  faid  when 
they  carry  vifible  charaders 


of  genuiiienefi  in  them.''  Ptt^l 
eari,  tbap.  ix. 

Bp.  Wilkin  fays,  «'  As  the 
inilder  affef^ions  t«  l^dn,  do 
beft  fuit  with  the  introduc- 
tion, lyhich  infinaates  into  the 
love,  and  attentioa  of  the 
hearers;  fo  t«  v«3i,  the 
more  eager,  and  vehemeat 
ajffedtions  wUl  beft  become  the 
conclufions."  **  But  (adds 
he  from  Luther)  bene  orafle, 
eft  bene  ftuduifle."  Andthis 
indeed  is  the  fool  of  alL 
Wilk.  Etclefiajtes. 

Givi  atiiM^amei  f^  readimg^ 
ixb»rtati9H,  and  J^Srhu.  Nig' 
U&  n9t  tkngift  tkmi  is  im  tha, 
meditati  up9u  thifi  things ^gi^ft 
tbjfilf wholly  U  thmuTakt  had 
U  thyfilfy  astd  f  iky  d^arime, 
confimui  im  thtm  ^  fir  in  dthtg 
ibis,  tboujbalt  hothfrnvt  thy* 
/tlf^  €md  thm  ihsf  hear  thtu 
PduJ  t9  Tim. 
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TO     THE 

SECOND      VOLUME. 


A 

ABRAHAM,  his  charaftcr,  57. 
His  covenant  nothing  to  do  with  baptifnit  423« 
Abbot,  Bp.  read  Greek  to  awake  flecpers,  384. 
Abfoltttion,  its  inflneDce  in  monkery,  46. 
Abfardities,  what  gives  them  currency,  36,       ^ 

Some  monftreus  ones  laid  down  by  fome  epifcopalian  di» 
vines,  6o. 
Abufe,  of  topicKs,  examples  of,  103,  104* 

Every  fyftem  of  religion  fubjed  to,  411* 
Accents  belong  to  grammarians:  not  to  expofitors«  205 f  5ec« 
Accuracy  of  compofition,  what,  249* 
A^on,  proper  jpnlpit,  33^;. 

Violent,  nougn  of  eminent  zeal,  479* 
AAivity,  a  property  of  divine  love,  55, 
Adors,  religious,  who,  236. 

Adam,  an  aukward  heretickin  Tertullian's  eye,  312. 
Adam,  Melchior,  his  high  encomium  on  Bucholtzer,  134* 
Adams,  Dr.  example  from  him,  23. 
Adan),  how  he  paraphrafes  Rom.  iii.  2$.  377. 
Addifon,  his  remark  on  the  partiality  of  thofe,  who  judge  of 
Itylc,  83. 

Reproves  raillery  in  religion,  112. 
Additions,  human,  to  divine  ordinances,  dangerous,  318* 
Admiffion  of  members  of  churches,  various  methods  of,  139* 
Affedation,  univerfally  difliked,  464. 

Hurts  a  preacher,  466* 
Aik€i\on,  ^^ential  to  a  good  preacher,  340. 
Atfedions,  religious,  wRatihould  be  done  to  excite,  14S,  149* 

Wifely  treated  of  by  Edwards,  361. 
Age,  a  topick,  or  a  principle  of  perfuaiion,  103. 
Agency,  hee,  how  lome  reconcile  it  with  neceffity,  242. 
Agoniftical  games,  frequently  alluded  to  in  fcripture,  i2}, 
Aytfu^ofAcu,  what,  346. 

Aericola,  the  reputed  parent  of  Antinomianifm,  260. 
Alexandria,  who  founded  the  church  theit,  i6o« 

Succeeded  tp  the  Ua4e  of  Tyie,  49. 

AUegoTiftSf 
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AUcgorifts,  the  fathers  were  great,  174. 

Modern  do  great  injury  to  religion,  87. 
Allegories  fhould  be  governed  by  fcriptural  expHcatioOj  141, 

143. 
How  thofe  in  the  Old  Teftament  are  quoted  in  the  New^ 

164. 
Alliance  between  church  and  ftate»  what  it  refembles,  202; 
Allocutions,  various,  172. 
Alois,  Abbot,  his  extravagant  nxyfticifm,  52. 
Alvarez,  his  myfticifm,  52. 
Amalarius  took  the  Pelagian  fide  in  the  controverfy  ccmceni- 

ing  grace,  IC3. 
Ambition,  clerical,  how  it  operates  in  fome  communities,  27: 
Ames,  Dr.  how  he  pleaded  the  puritan  caufe,  i66. 
Amplification,  where  neceflary,  175. 
Amflerdam  fucceeded  to  the  virtues  and  the  trade  of  Antwerp, 

49* 
Ananias  and  Sapphira,  their  punifliment  no  precedent,  251. 

Anarchy,  whence,  352. 

Anaximenes,  how  he  (looped  to  obtain  attention,  129. 

Andrews,  fee  Eij,  vol.  i. 

Ann,  Queen,  how  her  clergy  fettled  her  ecdefiafiical  ac» 

counts,  72. 

Her  bounty  to  refugees,  209. 
Anonymous  orations  bound  up  with  the  fathers,  what  proba- 
bly, 170. 
Anfelm,  his  blafphemy  concerning  the  Virgin  Mary,  267. 
Anfon,  Lord,  what  fault  fome  divines  find  with  the  hiftory  of 

his  voyage,  338. 
AnUnaclaiis,  an  elegant  one  in  S.  John,  27. 
Anthems,  in  fublick  tuorjbip^  a  fymbolising  with  pajufis,  307. 
Antinomians,  who,  260. 

How  Saurin  reproves  them,  3$  8. 
Antithefis,  beautiful  one  in  Adls,  238. 
Antwerp  fucceeded  Venice  in  trade,  and  trade  virtoes,  49. 
Apes,  Bunyan's,  had  long  tails,  106, 
Apollinarians,  who,  198* 
Apology,  what,  276. 
Apoftles,  the  xii«  had  mean  thoughts  of  a  MeCah  at  firftt 

^37* 
How  they  underftood  their  commiffion,  i86« 
Whether  they  would  be  admired  now,  222,  &c« 
Why  they  did  not  make  creeds  and  canons,  132. 
Why  they  did  not  cenfnre  infant  fprinUiog,  132. 

ApolUet, 
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Apoftlesy  the  xii.  how  far  their  con<!u6tb  to  be  imitated «  250 
Apoilles,  falfe,  debafed  chriftianity,  253. 

How  the  twelve  treated  them,  303-  ^ 
Apothegms,  fliould  not  be  ufed  often  in  preaching,  482. 
Jppilh  Cof/arem,  the  fpirit  of  that  vile  book,  322. 
Application,  perfonal,  fome  hearers  make  it  and  onjuillylay 

it  on  the  preacher,  474. 
Appliation,  the  ufaal  clofiug  part  of  a  fermon,  30. 

Abufed  by  fome, and  rejeded  by  ochers,  327,  &c. 

One  common  fault  of,  8.  ^ 

Sometimes  compofed  of  concomitants,  30. 
Application,  continual y  what,  325. 

Perfedly  confiftent  with  the  doftrine  of  decrees,  335, 

Properties  of ,  3  3  3 ,  3  64. 

The  beft,  392. 
Approbation,  eifential  to  mental  fin,  280,  kc. 
Aquinas,  his  definition  of  faith,  263. 

Defcription  of  fear,  40. 

Of  avarice,  70. 

Of  venial  ^x{,  310.    ^ 

Taaght  Popifh  preachers  the  Ciceronian  method  of  ad« 
drefling  the  Virgin  Mary,  172. 
Archbilhops,  when  their  titles  were  fettled,  37. 
Archives,  papal,  precarious  grounds  of  adion,  300. 
Ariftippus,  to  what  he  likened  great  readers,  381. 
Arifto,  Titus,  his  character  a  model,  92. 
Ariftobultts  murdered  by  Herod,  and  then  lamented,  394* 
Ariftocracy,  to  what  it  tends,  352. 
Anftophanes,  his  buffoonery  fatal  to  Socrates,  112,  i6o* 
Ariilotle,  how  he  defines  matter,  263. 

Diitinguifhes  letter  from  fpirit  of  law,  143. 

Thought  appearance  of  integrity  eflential  (o  perfuaiioa. 

One  of  his  laws  of  imagery  cenfured,  342. 
Referred  to,  27!),  460,  461. 
Arithmetick,  political,  converted  to  a  religious  topick,  360* 
Arminians,  how  they  expound  S.  Paul's  epiUle  to  the  Ro« 

mans,  295, 
Arminius,  kb  account  of  the  ufe  of  the  moral  law,  15^. 

Cenfured  after  his  death  by  James  I.  199. 
Arnobius,  a  reprjover  of  pomp  in  religion,  237.     . 
Articles  of  faith,  human,  contain  the  ideas  of  the  compilers 
of  them,  not  neceifarily  thofe  of  infpired  writers,  138. 
>     SuUcription  to  any,  a  fatire  on  fcripture,  78. 

Artxclea 
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Articles  oftheeftabliihed  church.  Come  aointelii^ble,  243«- 

How  defended  by  Tome,  514. 

The  title  of  them  fpunous,  314,  &c, 
Afkewe,  Ann,  bnrnt  by  Cranmer,  210. 
Aflembly  of  divines,  mifreprefented  and  abofed,  99. 
Aflemblies,  publick  chriftian,  (hould  be  accommodated,  384^ 
AiTociations,  fanciful  ones  make  mirth,  78* 

Of  irrelative  ideas  produce  ridicule,  85. 
Aflumptions  in  reafoning,  what,  149. 

Examples  of  dangervus  ones,  147. 
Aflorance,  falfe  notion  of,  375. 

Scripture  doArineof,  fadly  abufed,  169. 
Afteifrous,  what,  113. 
AHerins,  or  AHurius,  Bp  of  Amafia,  his  jnft  notion  of  merit, 

318. 
Aftrology,  judicial,  deflroyed  by  chrifUanity,  247. 
Athanafiaa  creed,  antifcnptural,  unhitelligibie  and  cmel, 

283,428. 
Atheifm,  modern  times  faid  to  be  inclined  to,  337. 
Atheifts,  who,  in  the  account  of  fome  divines,  42. 
Athenagoras,   ufes  the  argument  taken  from  nniverfal  oon* 

lent,  407. 
Athens,  the  fcandalous  idolatry  and  vice  of,  1 1 1  • 
Atonement,  proved  by  ChrifPs  agony,  195. 
Attention^  fhonld  not  be  acquired  by  fanciful  methods,  129. 

How  beft  acquired,  464,  &c. 
Atterbnry,  not  preferred  for  his  piety,  131. 

How  he  proves  the  genuinenefs  of  the  title  to  the  epifcopal 
articles,  315. 
Attributes  of  God,  Saurin's  wife  caution  to  thofe^  who  dif- 
cufs  them,  313. 

Fine  topicks  of  application,  370. 
Audience,  preachers  ihould  try  to  obtain  at  firft,  450. 
Auditors,  how  they  difcover  a  good  fermon  at  their  <fcpartui«t 

Aadland,  his  reply  to  a  flanderous  perfecutor,  216. 
Aoguftine,  St.  advifes  preachers  to  begin  early,  176. 

Recommends  an  imitation  of  the  apoftles,  282. 

One  of  the  firft  diiputants  about  grace,  153. 

Not  a  perfecutor  ull  foured  by  controverfy,  108. 

What  makes  his  gloiTesgo  for  arguments,  203. 

Hisfenfeof  iCor.ii.  14,  353. 
Auguftus,a  faying  of  his  applied  to  Peter^  482* 
Aufteritiei  in  religion,  whence,  45. 

Antbority^ 
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Anthonty,  church,  cannot  produce  faith,  135* 

Submiflion  to  it  is  no  part  of  religion,  320. 

The  ultima  ratio  of  church-tyrants,  322, 
Authority,  on  what  topicks  divines  may  allow  it,  360. 
Avarice,  what,  6y. 

Injurious  to  fociety,  70. 

Incompatible  with  chriftianity,  71. 

Its  fatal  influence  on  religion,  68. 
Ayerft,  example  from  him,  23. 

B 
Bacchus,   the  infamous  celebration  of  his  feiUval  at    A- 

thens.  111. 
Backfliders,  to  what  rcfembled  by  fcripturc,  342. 

Contrail,  a  proper  topick  of  addrcfs  to,  193. 
Bacon,  Lord,  on  topicks,  270* 
Baius,  Dr.  or  Michael  De  Bay,  revived  the  controverfy  about 

grace,   153. 
Baker,  the  nonjuror,  fome  account  of  him,  208. 
B  ptifm,  primitive,  42?. 

Cannot  be  explained  by  circumcifion,   163* 

Orijfinal  form  of  words,  ei&ntial  to  the  right  admiAiftra- 
tion  of,  3x8. 

How  Tertullian  wrote  about  it,  lo^. 

How  to  be  rcftored,  if  loft,   184. 

Pradlifcd  by  immerfion  in  the  year  ccclxxxviii,  92. 

Of  infants,  why  not  cenfured  by  the  apoftles,  132* 
Baptifts,  the  ground  of  all  their  arguing  for  the  immerfioa 
of  adults,  423. 

Perfecuted  by  Cranmer,  211  • 

Abufed  by  Featly,  98. 

Mifreprefented  by  Neal,  8r. 
Barbon,  his  ranting  defence  of  liturgies,  319. 
Barclay,    his  apology  contains  unanfwerable  arguments  for 

religious  liberty,  55. 
Barker,  the  part  he  tool^in  Salter's-hall  fermons,  231. 
Barradius,  how  he  mifapplies  a  fayingof  Aagnftus,  482* 
Barrow,  Bp.  direded  prayer  to  be  faid  for  his  foul  after 

death,  225. 
Bafil,  what  he  thought  of  merit,  218. 
Ballwick,  hb  prayer,  42, 
Bates,  Dr.  ufed  anecdotes  fometimes  in  fermons,  272,  &e« 

Far  fuperior  as  a  divine  to  fuch  a  man  as  Bp.  Co£of^ 

Baxter,  Rev.  Richara,  a  better  divine  than  Bp.  Land,  131. 
Vpif.  II.  3  R  Baxter, 
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Baxter^  how  he  defines  venial  iin,  310. 

His /at tit^ J  refi,  an  excellent  book,  66. 

Referred  tO|   134. 
Bayle,  his  excellent  remarks  on  reafon,  and  volition,  403. 

His  apology  for  Shaftefbury,   113. 

What  he  5iid  of  Claude's  Je/ence  of  the  reformatiom,  17S. 
Beads,  in  religion,  offspring  of  hypocri fy,  52, 
Bears,  how  thofe  in  the  hiftory  of  Elilha  may  be  examined,  1 20, 
Beaafobre,  how  he  pleads  for  toleration,  io8« 

His  account  of  Saul's  converfion,  109,  &c. 

Exonerates  minillers  from  the  charge  of  avarice,  82, 

Example  of  mixed  obfervations  from  him,   127. 
Bebelius^  complains  of  abufe  of  the  Latin  tongae,  80. 
Becon,  applies  medical  and  muiical  images  to  theology,  loo. 
Bede,  his  account  of  Eafter-homilies,  135, 
Bel  and  the  diagon,  a  filJy  fable,  455. 
BcUai,  Bifhop  of,  what  puzzled  him  in  the  ftatc  of  preach- 
ing/ 357: 
Bellarmine^  his  marks  of  the  true  church,  75. 
Belihazzar,  fcripture  does  not  fay  he  was  damned,  71. 
Benedidtion,  a  £ne  part  of  poblick  divine  worfhip,  500. 
Benefices,  how  father  Paul  wrote  concerning,  224. 
Bennet,  Dr.  ill  fitted  to  confute  popery,  293. 
Bentley,  Dr.  what  he  faid  of  free- thin  king,    15. 
Bernard,  St.  thought  pomp  injurious  to  religion,  t^j* 

What  he  thought  of  good  works,  437. 
Bernardine,  of  Sienna,  his  blafphemoas  addrefTes  to  the  vir- 
gin Mary,  266. 
Bertheau,  example  from  him/  258. 
Beveridge,  Bp.  his  wild  reafoning  for  the  liturgy,  i8. 

Example  of  difcuffing  a  fermon  from  him,  24. 
Beyerlinck,  his  defcription  of  hope,  64, 
Of  fear,  40. 
Beza  difliked  kneeling  at  the  facrament,  jj^ 

On  Rom.  viii.  3 1 . 
Bible,  prefent  Englifh,  ill  divided,  378. 

Court  influence  ufcd  in  translating  it,  loi. 
Bielfeld,  Baron,  what  he  fays  are  the  properties  of  a  good 

fyftem  of  religion,  396. 
Bigots,  mercenary,  contemptible  animals,  72. 
Bigotry,  the  national  fin  of  the  Jews,  187. 
ftiikenhead,  Sir  John,  a  hiftorical  (harper,  99, 
Bifhops,  Englifh,  the  incongruity  of  the  form  of  their  ordi- 
nation, with  their  pradice,  141 » 
«  .  'BiAops, 
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Bifhops,   the  pliaWencfs  of  Q^  Ann's,  210. 
Bifle,  how  he  pleads  for  epifcopacy,  17. 
Blackwall,  his  encomiums  on  the  ftylc  of  the  apoftles  com- 
miffiony  i86. 
Cenfures  the  prefent  divifion  of  the  bible,  379. 
Blair,  Rev.  Robert,  his  method  of  preaching,  2^^* 
Blandford,  Bp.  prayed  for  the  dead,  225. 
BpaCiwf,  in  the  Grecian  games,  who,  39. 
Bradbury,  had  an  excellent  talent  for  irony,  1I3» 
Bradford,  Bp.  example  from  him,  29 » 
Bribes,  prevalent  arguments  with  bad  men,  81. 

Benefices  are  often  church,  224. 
Britain,  proteflant  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of,  favourable  to 

primitive  religion  in  Whifton*s  account,  66. 
Brochmand,  his  account  of  ChriA's  kingly  oiRce,  4. 
Brown,  how  he  anfwered  Shafte(bury,  112. 
Bona,  Cardinal,  a  profound  myftick,  44.  52.264. 

Makes  divine  love  the  principle  of  all  fciences,  58. 
Bonner,  Bp.  what  he  faid  of  die  reformers  retaining  popifti 

ceremonies,  125. 
Borromeo,  Cardinal,  his  excellent  rules  of  preaching,  168. 
A  fine  contraft  of  his,  107. 
Example  of  figurative  difcuflion  from  him,  189. 
Bo/Tuet,  Bp.  his  extravagant  flattery,  462,  &c. 

Referred  to,  126. 
Bofton,  how  he  confiders  the  moral  flate  of  man,  114. 
Bougy,  Marquis  4e,  did  not  chink  fo  highly  of  the  Englifll 

epifcopal  church  as  fome  did,  212. 
Eourdaloue,  his  refle^ons  on  venial  fin,  311. 
Boxhornius,  his  arguments  for  indefeifible  right,  97; 
Bozius  makes  out  100  marks  of  the  true  church,  75. 
Buddeus,  whence  he  thought  myflicifm  came,  265. 
Bucholtzer  hated  difputes  in  religipn,  1 34. 
His  method  of  introducing  application,  326. 
Thought  a  good  preacher  might  be  known  by  his  con* 
dufion,  489. 
Bugg,  not  carefied  for  his  abilities  or  piety,  131, 
Bunyan,  his  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364. 

Not  flighted  for  his  want  of  abilities  or  piety,  131. 
His  indictment,  228. 
Burgh,  £(q.  his  juft  cenfureof  hiftorical  aflumption,  148. 
Burnet,  Bp.  fcts  very  light  by  artifical  eloquence  in  the  pul- 
pit, 502. 

.3  R  2  Burnet, 
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Burnet,  Bp.  his  direaions  for  applying doarinc,  333. 
For  condufions  of  fefmons,  490. 
When  his  paftoral  care  was  firft  publifticd,  457. 
His  account  of  Harry  VIII.  injundion  to  his  bifliops  con. 

cerning preaching,  loi. 
Proves  the  tide  of  the  articles  a  forgery,  315. 
Says  the  cafe  of  loft  ordinances  was  debated  by  the  re* 

formers,  184. 
His  contempt  of  James  !•  200. 
Example  or  difcuflion  from  him,  z6. 
Buflnefs  and  piety  not  at  variance,  3^, 
Bufy-bodies,  pells  of  chriftian  focieties,  363. 
Butler,  Bp.  his  character  by  Dryden,  271. 

An  incomparable  writer  on  the  nature  of  evidence,  147. 
Butler,  Sam.  proved  nothing  by  Hudibrafs,  113,^ 
Buxtorf  on  Pfal.  xviii.  2.  31. 
Zeph.ii*  1.  328. 

C 

Cacfar,  referred  to,  251. 

Cafarius,  guards  from  pre fumption  and  dcfpdr,  359. 

Calamy,  Dr.  wrote  well  on  the  trinity,  13. 

Ufed  no  exordiums  in  fome  of  his  fermons,  458. 

Too  complaifant,  i8o* 
Calendar,  Shepherd's,  cenfures  dominion  over  confcience^ 

Caligula,  his  intentional  wickednefs,  281. 

Calovius,  on  Pfal.  li.  4^     366. 

Calvin  abufed,  when  let  up  for  a  mailer,  106. 
Quoted,  47,  48.  237.  377.  433. 

Calvinifm,  preferable  to  other  fyftems  in  regard  to  the  nn» 
pardonable  iin,  391. 

Calviniit    divines,   how  they  confider  fpeculative  wicked- 
nefs, 280. 

Cameron,  example  from  him,  261,  &c. 

Canada,  favages  of,  believed  a  future  lUte,  406. 

Candidates  for  orders  in  the  epifcopal  church,  obliged  to 
profefs  themfelves  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,   141. 

Canons,  church,  a  fatire  on  a  ferftS  code  of  religious  law, 
78. 

Canonids,  explain  away  their  own  definitions,  202. 

Cant  words,  90. 

Canterbury,  Ibme  account  of  the  French  church  there,  211* 

Caraallaj 
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Caracalla,   like  the  old  Pharifces  in  venerating  the  dead, 

Carol^nt    French  refugees    had  fome    defign    of   fleeing 

thither^  212. 
Carthage,  a  Tyrian  colony,  49- 
Cartwright,  a  greater  divine  than  Whitgift,  131. 

How  he  was  forced  to  plead  the  caufe  of  religious  liberty. 

Cafaubon,  Meric,  his  injudicious  way  of  accrediting  fcrip- 

ture,  140. 
Cafe,  various  ways  of  ftating  a,  121.  a    ♦.  ^^ 

Caflandcr,  propofcd  a  re  union  of  papifts  and  protcftants  oa 

wrone  grounds,  225. 
Caflian,  the  father  of  Semipelagians,  153. 
Cafuifts,  what  Saurin  thought  of  complaifant,  357. 
Cafuiftry,  what  neceflary  to  it,  126.  143. 
Catechifm,  epifcopal,  abftrufe  on  the  facrament,  7. 
Catechumen,  ftate,  the  revival  of  it  defirable,  139. 
Cenfures  alone  only  alarm,  they  do  not  convert,  364, 
Ceremonies,  human,  in  religion,  whence,  52. 
No  church  has  power  to  decree,  262. 
It  is  impolitick  to  retain  papal,  125. 
Chaldeans,  their  national  charader,  57. 
Chandler,  Dr.  his  fevere  cenfure  of  popery,  185. 

His  part  in  Salter's-hall  fermons,  231, 
Chapels,  royal,  and  collegiate,  what  fort  of  preaching  pro* 
per  in,   175. 
Private,  what  allocutions  proper  in,  172. 
Chaplets,  the  fruits  of  hypocrify,  52. 
Chapter  and  verfe,  when  to  quote,  379. 
Charafters,  topicks  of  illuftration,  29.  57.  232. 

How  beft  defcribed,  82. 
'    A  great  a/Tortment  in  fcripture,  177. 

DiiFerence  between  real  and  fiaitious,  235,  230. 
Charnock,  why  he  calls  fin  deicide,  282. 
Charientifmus,  what,  113.  .      t       1- 

Charles  V.  Emperor,  ordered  the  interim  to  contain  the  reli- 
ligion  of  hb  empire  as  long  as  it  fuited  him  to  have  it 
fo,  260- 
'Charles  I.  court-divinity  in  the  time  of,  42. 
A  patron  of  church- tyrants,  322. 
His  illogical  declarations,  84. 
Mifreprefents  the  puritants,  78* 
Charlevoix,  Father,  his  account  of  the  Canadians,  406. 

Charondas^ 
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Charondas,  why  he  attributed  his  laws  to  a  deiiy. 
Chaftifement  quickens  religious  love,  47. 
Chinefc,  their  ignorance  of  chriftianity,  no  argument  agaisft 
pofitive  proof  of  the  truth  of  it,  41 2. 
liow  the  cathoiicks  accommodated  chriftianity  to  the  oU 
religion  of  the,   306. 
Christ,  area!,  and  inimitable  chani£ter,  235* 
Chriftianity,  how  formed  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  230. 
Incdiftiparable  in  point  of  holinefs,  276.  279. 
Its  fup«riority  over  philofophy,  247; 
Reprobates  paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftaace  in  matters 

of  religion,  136. 
The  apodles  commiffion  elucidates,  i86* 
When  ejfentiallj  corrupted,  252. 
What  Whifton  thought  revivals  of,  66. 
Chriftians,  primitive,  neceffarily  non-confbrmifts,  17?. 
Taken'  for  a  feft  of  Jews,  187. 
Why  they  built  no  temples,  237, 
Manj^  judged  for  themfelves  in  ccclxxxiii,    92. 
Chridiancraft,  what,  236. 
Chronology,  a  neceffary  branch  of  pulpit  knowledge,   bat 

not  popular,  13. 
Chryfoftom,  angry  with  one,  who  did  not  own  boadxxA  lu- 
thority,  '^j. 
Whom  he  thought  the  Herodians,  256. 
Defcribc^  the  dcbafing  of  the  gofpei,  255. 
On  John  v.  14.     203. 
On  Ads  i.  '  14c. 
On  Romans  viii.     169. 
On  2  Cor.  i.  24.     291. 
Referred  to,  465. 
Church,    primitive  chriftian,    how    it    admitted  rocmben. 

Greek,  when  it  adopted  tranfubftantiation,  6. 
Roman,  ordains  ceremonies  on  a  falfe  principle,  165. 
True,  not  known  by  profperity,  178, 
Epifcopal,  ads  on  papal  principles,  307. 

On  what  Stillingfleet  placed  its  rites,   130. 

How  Trapp  pleaded  for  it,  229. 

Gained  by  the.  re  volution,  72. 

Whether  it  be  a  tolerant  conftitution,  202.   211.  212 

Has  changed  its  dodrine  and  temper:  but  not  its  creeds, 
canons,  and  tefts,  131. 

Whether  it  be  a  wealthy  corporation,  62, 

Chnrth, 
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Charch,  epifcopal,  what  it  requires  of  candidates,  141, 
Its  jealoufy  to  prcfcrve  its  i.amc,   loi. 
On  what  diifent  from  it  is  grounded,  291. 
Church-government,  how  defended  by  fome^  i6o« 
HiAory>  mufl  be  caucioufly  examined,  210. 
Power,  an  unmeaning  phrafe,  262* 
Cicero  condemns  obfcunty,  470. 
Aforibes  pagan  idolatry  to  popular  enthnfiafm  for  libera 

His  account  of  the  abufc  of  philofophy,  41 1. 

Diftinguifhes  letter  of  law  from  fpirit^  143. 

How  he  underflood  Ep^or,  11. 
'  Defcribss  Anthony's  vomiting  in  court,  343. 

Examples  from  him,  24.  28.   117.  120.  460.  470.  4S6. 

His  oration  for  Archias  cenfured,  469. 

Referred  to,  270. 
Circumcifion,  impertinently  urged  in  difputing  about  bap- 

tifm,  42^. 
Circumllances,  determine  the  nature  of  adtions»  114    485« 

Often  afford  evidence,  1 30,  243. 

Vary  cafes  of  confcience,  i  z6. 

Innocent,  may  be  hurtful,  152.  332. 
Clarendon,  Lord,  his  hiilory  neceffarily  partial,  41. 

Mifreprefents  the  puritans,  78.  | 

What  thought  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  41.  j 

Clarke,  Dr,  bamuel,   his  excellent  defcripcion  of  moral  ob* 

ligation,  404. 
Clarke,  Rev.  Mr,  Samuel,  hit  ii'va  contain  many  improba- 
bilities, 118. 
Claudb,  his  advice  to  a  great  reader,  381. 
-  His  difputc  with  Dr.  NicoUe  on  tranfubftantiation,  6.  ' 

His  reafons  for  liberty  of  confcience,  3 1 7. 

Hu  defence  of  the  reformation y  a  golden  book,   178. 

His  wife  method  of  application,  340. 

Exceedingly  averfe  to  Englilh  intolerance,  212. 
Clearnefs  of  ideas,  how  obtained,  15.  | 

Clement  of  Rome,  his  zeal  for  holincfs,  278.  ' 

Referred  to,  89.  i 

Clement  of  Alexandria,  when  he  fays  Gnoflicks  arofe,  30K  i 

His  advice  to  allegorizer^,  89. 
Clement   XI.    Pope,    accommodated   Chrift   to  Confucius, 

306.  , 

CIcombrotus,  how  he  abufcd  the  pagan  doftrine  of  immor- 
tality, 411. 

Clerc,  i 
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Clerc,  Lc.     Sec  Le  CIcrc. 

Clergy,  no  countenance  as  a  diftintt  order  from   icriptarc, 
292. 
Not  fairly  taxed  with  avarice  as  a  body,  82, 
When,  and  why  they  aiTumed  titles,  37, 
Jtomijhy  not  all  bad,  82.   54.  53. 
Their  fcrvile  ftate,  6^ 
.  Slaves  to  intereft,  224. 
Jr^»f/5»,  what  they  do,  when  hard  driven,  221, 
Englijh  epifcopah  not  by  divine  right,  293. 
/         How  they  flattered  James  I.  200. 

How  they  preached  in  the  time  of  Charles  L  42. 
How  variable  from  the  reHoration  to  the  death  of  Queen 

Ann,  81. 
What  Bunyan  thought  of  theai,  io6» 
Some  garnifh  thcmfelves  with  flate  feathers,  21  !• 
And  yet  complain  of  contempt,  17. 
Cocceius,  his  fcnfe  of  Zeph.  ii.  1.     329. 
Coercion,  none  in  religion  among  the  diiTenters,  62. 
Collea,  the  laft  prayer  fhould  be  a  recapitulatory,  337. 
Command,  divine,  efTentialtoa  pofitive  inftitulc,  ijj. 
Oommiffion,  chriftian  minifter's,  186. 
Common  places,  what,  24. 

Muft  not  be  ufcd  promifcuoofly,  117. 
Common  place  preaching,  mere,   ridiculous,  14. 
Company,  trading,  proper  fubj eds  for  fermons  to  a,  375. 
Comparifon,  a  beautiful  topick,  174.  265. 
Caution  in  the  ufe  of,  neceflary,  177. 
Compenfation,  what,   288. 
Complaining,  too  much  chcrilhed  by  fomc  preaching,  300. 
Complaint,  a  curious  one  prefented  by  the  French  prelates 

to  their  patron,  221. 
Complaifance,  when  a  crime,  37.  55. 

A  publick  nuifance  in  matters  of  confcience,  357, 
Compliments,  produce  ill  eifefts  in  religion,  179. 
Otfenfive  in  a  place  of  worfhip,  122, 
Deteftable  in  preaching,  173.  462. 
Compofition,  in  theology,  what,  290. 
Of  a  fermon  requires  tafte,  21. 

The  chief  art  lies  in  a  conformity  to  circumftances,  485. 
Compofers  of  fermons,  fome  would  go  mad  to  hear  them  de^ 

livered,   334* 
Compound  words,  90. 
Comprchenlion,  in  EngHlh  chiirch  hiilory,  what,  400. 

Cor.cealmcot^ 
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Concealment,  rhetorical  artifice,  327. 

Conceits,  a  favourite  topick  with  fome  preachers,  522^  &c. 

Conclufion,  what,  489. 

Loves  contraft,  197. 

Violent,  tender,  elevated,  &c.  491,  &c.  &c. 
Concomitants,  what,  and  of  various  ufes  of,  30,  &c» 
Condition,  a  vague  word,  266. 

Offalvation,  an  innocent  phrafe  with  fome,  437. 
Coneybeare,  his  propofitional  points,  399. 

His  proper  reply  to  Hobbes's  noib-ums,  403. 
Conference-meetings,  may  be  very.ufeful,  246. 
Confucius,  Chrifl  made  to  conform  to  him,  306, 
Confutations,  how  properly  introduced,  1^5. 
Cofinedion,  natural  to  us,  and  pleafing  in  all  addrefles  CO 

OS,  476. 
Conhe^ons,  worldly^  nece£ary  muft  be  diflinguiflied  from 

arbitrary,  345. 
Confcience,  fuUUk,  an  abfurdity,  68. 

Doubtful,  cant,  as  applied  to  diifenters^  6g, 

Of  a  good  man  unpliable,  55. 

Complai(ance  plays  the  cheat  with,  37. 

Dominion  over,  a  violation  of  the  goipel,  38. 

Snbjed  to  no  authority  but  that  of  God^  317. 

Libertv  of,  England  always  allowed  it  to  refugees^  evea 
while  it  was  denied  to  natives,  209. 

Addrefiing,  a  Angular  talent  in  fome  preachers^  126. 
Confent,  univerial^  what,  405. 
Confequences^  a  topick,  146. 

Conftantine,  his  reign  &tal  to  true  religion,  37.  82.  237; 
Confubftantiation,  7. 
Contemplation,  Jilgheft  degree  of  moral  excellence  with  fome^ 

280. 
ContradiAions,  feeming,  offcripture,  how  reconciled,  ii^ 

162. 182.. 
Contraft,  a  fine  topick,  193.  196.  369. 
f^ontroverfy,  what,  and  how  beft  managed^  215.  244* 

Church,  how  fadly  intereft  afifeds  it,  68. 

How  it  might  be  rendered  a  privilege,  152, 

Popilh,  what  necefiary  to  be  ftudied  in  it,  125. 
Converfion,  ordinary  fhould  bediftinguilhed  iroln  extraordii 

nary»  357- 

Treated  very  injudicionfly  by  fome,  375. 
Converts,  new,  to  what  prone,  344* 
Corinth,  why  the  Romans  facked  it^  126* 

Voi.,l|.  3  S  Coroeliusf 
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Cornelius,  Bp  of  Rome,  a  pkin  brother,  36. 
Corrumion  of  chriftianity,  when  fundamental,  252. 

Various,  whence,  297. 
Cotelerius,  the  proper  ufc  he  makes  of  an  apothegm,  146* 
Coughing,  a  great  difturbance  in  publick  worfliip,  459. 
Country,  a  topick,  103. 
Court-ifWB/'/jr,  what  in  James  I.  time,  159. 
What  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  41. 
Sermons,  church-gazcttcs,  159. 

Chaplains,  Saurin  thought  the  French  publick  pefts,  iij; 
Coverdale,  far  fupcrior  to  Cox,  131. 
Cranmer,  tolerant  to  foreigners,  209. 
Bloody  at  home,  210. 
Flattered  by  foreign  penfioners,  21  !• 
His  piety  no  argument  for  the  truth  of  his  dodriae,  314* 
Crantz,  his  hiftory  of  Greenland  referred  to,  406.  ^ 

Crafhaw,  ridicules  papal  holinefs,  75. 
Creduloufnefs  a  great  blemiih  in  a  minifler,  119. 
Creeds,  do  not  preferve  do^rines,  131. 
Wron^  rules  of  interpretation,  138. 
Chriftians  need  none,  132. 
Crellius,  reafens  a  great  point  from  a  Greek  aitide",  172. 
Cretians,  their  national  character,  cy. 
Crifp»  Dr.  not  a  praAicai  Antinomian,  260. 
Criticks,  verbal,  poor  expofi tors,  295. 
CroAy > -compkins  of  Neal's  partiality,  81. 
Relates  what  the  old  baptifb  tkonght  of  reriniig  a  loftor^ 
^dinance,  184. 
Crols,  where  Ibe  fathers  found  it,  173. 

Sign  of,  inchriftening,  where  the  chief  evil  lies,  285* 
Crowley,  ufed  trade-images  in  religion,  190. 
Curiofuy»  dangerous  on  lomefubjeds,  156. 
Cyprian,  his  Eternal  epilleJar]^ftyle,  36* 
How  he  expounds  Deut.  xxxiii.  17.    173* 
D 
Damafut»  Pope,  extravagantly  complimented  by  Jerom,  37* 
Daniel,  Prophet,  adiflenter  in  Babylon,  178. 

Weeks  of,  not  a  popular  fubjed,  13. 
Data,  (hould  be  fettled  previoufly  by  dtfputtnts,  247. 
*    Philofopbical,  proper  grounds  of  reafoning,  92,  Scc» 

And  of  fermons,  1 2. 
Peacons,  primitive,  thdr character,  57. 
peath,  a  hne  appiicatory  ix>pick,  348. 
A  favourite  one  with  fome  preachers,  347* 

^  .  Deception^ 
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Deception,  eiTential  to  the  dominion  of  vice,  343. 
Beclatmers,  mere,  poor  tools  in  the  pal  pit,  20. 
Declamation,  flyle  of,  no  fafe  ground  of  fad,  170.  \ 

Decrees,  two  ways  of  ftadying,  156, 

How  Saurin  preached,  13.3. 

Calviniftical  dodrineof,  rational,  155. 

And  confident  with  moral  faafiofi,  335.   . 
Dedication  of  the  temple  at  Tyre,  Eofebius's  fexmcn  at  the, 

237-  .      ^ 

Dedication  of  books,  the  fafhioa  of,  in  (^  Eliaabeth's  days> 

211. 

A  iingular  one  by  James  h  200* 

Of  the  En^iifli  bible,  a  courtly  effay,  loi,      ^ 
Defcftive  phrafes,  examples  of,  378. 
Defence  of  chriilianiiy,  the  bcft,  231, 
Definition,  a  topick,  260,  &c. 

Of  terms  e/Teiicial  to  a  minifter,  151* 
Degree,  a  topick,  249. 

Degrees,  academical,  why  cenfnxed  by  therefomters,  37,  3B. 
Deicide,  what,  282. 
Deifts,  enthufiails,  ii8. 
Delaune,  his  fine  plea,  ananfwerable,  63. 
Delicacy-,  finical,  to  be  avoided  in  the  pulpit,  341. 
Delivery,  of  a  fermon,  fhould  be  adapted  to  the  fubjed,  334^ 
Dell,  why  he  cenfured  titles  and  degrees,  38* 
Del,  Rio,  his  ingenious  turn-on  Eccl.  vi.  3.  81  • 
Demetrius,  intereft  made  him  a  bully  for  Diana,  75. 
Democracy,  to  what  it  tends,  352. 
Democrates  fometimes  u(ed  coarfe  imagery,  343. 
Demonax,  what  he  faid  toayoang  declaimer,  iy6. 
Demofthenes,  an.exprefiion  of  5.  Paul's  contraied  with  an 
admired  one  of  his,  83. 

Sometimes  ufcd  coarfe  colouring,  343. 
Depravity,  human,  very  great^  419. 
Defcriptions,  good  ones  ailed,  364. 
Defign,  of  a  writer,  muft  be  ftndied,  132,  &c. 
Defign  of  Chnftianity^  ftwnc  accaonnt  of  that  book,  104; 
Defpair,  how  precluded,  364.  389. 
Defpaucerius  on  epithets,  loo. 
Defpotifm,  the  corruption  of  monarchy,  352. 
Dctraders,  how  they  ought  to  be  treated,  151.      . 
Diana,  Chrift's  church  is  not  fupponcd  as  her  corjoration 

was,  75. 
Diafyrmus,  what,  1 1 3. 
Didionaries,  precarious  helps,  149. 

3  S  2  Diiferencesj 
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Differences,  of  fubjeas,  muft  be  remarked,  175.^ 

Of  opinion,  may  be  innocent,  and  fliould  be  tolerated,  185* 
Dignity,  human,  phyfical,  419. 
Diogenes,  what  he  did  to  obtain  audience,  128. 
Diotrephes,  a  chnrch-tyrant,  197. 

Modern,  execrable,  160,  &c. 
Dionyfius,  Monk,  how  he  defines  myfticifm,  264. 
Difcipiine,  church,  occafion  regulates  it,  1S3. 

Should  be  very  cautious  and  tender,  308. 
Difcontent,  an  argument  for  immortality,  351. 
Difcretional  power,  how  far  allowable,  183. 
Difintereftednefs,  cffential  to  religion,  73. 

The  beft  qualification  in  aftudent  of  divinity »  255* 
Diipofition  of  fubjedl,  various  methods  of,  5. 
Difpute,  what,  245. 

Why  fome  hate  it,  245,  &c, 
Difputants,  why  fome  never  fucceed,  259. 

Often  do  damafi;e,  227, 
DiiTent,  from  eftabiifhments,  when  neceflaryj  136. 
DifiTenters,  ancient,  178. 

Engliih  proteftant,  two  forts,  230. 

Their  prefent  ftace  in  regard  to  religions  liberty,  6u 

Neednothavea  lord  brother,  unlets  they  will,  i6i. 
Dijhiiers  Sayings,  of  what  fuch  books  are  composed,  84. 
DiHindion,  a  topick,  258. 
Divine  right,  an  obfolete  plea,  42.  loi.  293. 
Divinity,  hurt  by  pretendedly  learned  definitions,  263. 
Divines,  Greek  and  Roman  not  all  reprobates,  218. 

Foreign,  fome  are  penfioned  by  England,  and  not  un- 
grateful to  their  benefadors,  209.  21 1. 

Epifcopal,  what  forry  arguments  fome  of  them  nfe,to  fop* 
port  their  hierarchy,  314, 

Old,  many  of  their  words  and  phrafes  now  obfolete,  32. 

Of  what  fome  complain,  154. 

What  fort  of  preaching  they  loved,  271,  &c. 

Not  very  clear  in  the  do^rine  of  law,  162. 

Some  do  too  much  honour  to  pa^an  writers,  140. 

Mercenary,  whatmonfbrous  pofitions  they  lay  down,  68. 

Fraudulent,  how  they  ftate  objedions,  229. 

Why  various  forts  sJSt&.  candour  and  execrate  controveriy, 

244- 
Why  fome  moderate  ones  ftate  obfcure  points,  227. 
Some  run  mad  with  a  fpirit  of  panegyrizing,  210. 
Why  they  ufe  imagery,  190. 
Mere  do&rinal,  nee  ytry  confiftent,  328^ 

Dodrines^ 
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©oarines,  what  taught  in  the  Jtnmfi  church,  16a. 

OiCbrifl,  fublimc  Ucaufcall  fafts,  all  true,  all  praaical, 

and  all  admit  of  popular  proof,  233.  279.  2z8. 
Of  ^r«r/ may  be  mifundcrftood,  410. 
Of  popery  f  encourage  pride,  and  other  vices,  298; 
Doddridge,  Dr.  how  a  zealot  mifuuderjiood  him,  150. 
Dodwell,  a  learned  man:  but  a  wretched  divine,  321. 
Domeftick  principles  ncceflary  to  a  miniHer,  141. 
Dominicans,  took  S.  Auguftine's  fide  in  the  controvcrf/ 

concerning  grace,  153. 
Doniavius,  the  proper  ufcof  his  Sapientia  joco  feria,  99,  ioo#. 

207- 
Dort,  fynod  of,  did  no  good  In  their  attempts  to  fettle  contra* 

verfies,  153. 
Doubts,  (hould  not  be  cherifhed  by  preachers,  300. 
Concerning  the  hierarchy,  diifenters  have  none,  69. 
Very  dangerous  to  it  in  the  account  of  Harry  VIIL  loi. 
Downame,  Sp.  referred  to,  268. 
Draco,  why  he  attributed  his  laws  to  a  deity,  6^» 
Drawling,  intolerable  in  a  preacher,  33$* 
Dreams,  time  important  to,  118. 
Drcfs,  of  a  preacher,  (bonld  incline  to  negligence,  efpcciallf 

in  fome  periods,  334*    . 
Drunkenneis,  applauded^  99. 
At  Athens  univerfal.  111. 
Druids,  imperious  tyrants,  and  the  model  of  modern  priefts^ 

251. 
Dryden,  hb  ufc  of  the  word  mercy,  151. 
His  fine  charadUr  of  Bp  Butler,  271. 

E 
Eafe,  in  the  j>nlpit,  what,  i6. 

How  acquired,  175. 
Eafier,  a  human  invention,  284* 

No  fuch  word  in  S.  Luke,  10. 
Eber,  Paul,  improved  fynergifm,  154. 
Ecclefiaftes,  not  compoled  by  modern  rules,  137* 
Ecclefiaftical  words,  ki  James's  care  of  them,  loj* 
Edgar,  King,  a  curious  form  of  confeffion  in  his  time,  373* 
Edification,  pleaded  with  an  ill  grace  for  the  liturgy,  i8. 
Edward  VI.  England  tolerated  xtixi^^es  in  hi^  time,  209. 

His  name  and  authority  prollitutcd  bypriefis,  314. 
Edwards,  Rev.  Jonath.  his  ul'uai  method  of  preaching,  364. 

What  he  thought  of  great  talkers  of  religioii,  ^6j. 

Edwards^ 
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Edwards,  wfAe  well  on  rtlm6xts  aflfed^ons,  j6u 

Example  of  joft  inference  from  him,  149* 
Egan,  bu  renonciadoA  of  popery,  46, 
EXiTxof,  what,  220. 

Elements  0/  Critid/m,  judicious  remarksof  the  aatbor  of,  on 
variou3  fabjeA*,   19.  35.  463.  464.  469,  470,  476. 
487. 
Eleufis,  the  abominable  myftcriesof,  11 1. 
Elimelech,  necefiarily  a  diilenter  in  Moab,  178. 
Eliiha,  the  cafe  of  his  killing  forty-two  children  ftated,  120, 
Elizabeth,  Q^  Whitgift  argued  from  her  godiiaeia  to  her 
fubje£ts  fcrvility,  203  • 

Tolerated  refugees,  209, 

And  was  flattered  by  them,  and  by  her  epifcopalian  na* 
tives,  21 1  • 
Elliot,  his  nfoal  method  of  preaching  to  the  Indians,  364« 
Elocution,  a  few  hints  concerning,  479. 
Eloquence,  natural,  belongs  to  the  pulpit,  250* 

Affedion  eiTential  to  it,  340. 

Various  in  various  places,  175. 

What  does  full  as  well  in  fomc  places, 

jfrtrfidai,  excluded  the  chrxftian  pulpit,  250. 
Elymas,  charadlerised,  57, 

His  puniihmenc  no  precedent  for  perfecotion^  io8.  251* 
Emotions,  what,  30. 

How  excited,  33.  340.  491,  Sec. 

Cannot  be  adod,  466. 
Emphafis,  Le  Clerc's  neceffary  caution  concerning,  43, 

Fondefsfor,  greatly,  mifleads,  173,  174. 
Emulation,  fome times  mifleads,  2. 
End,  a  topick,  158. 

England,  wifely  joins  trade  and  toleration,  210* 
Enthufiafm,  what,  472. 
Enthufiafts  in  all  parties,  1 18« 

Cannot  excel  in  exordiums,  471, 
Epiphanius  referred  to,  198. 
Epifcopacy,  >he  divine  right  ©f,  an  old  fable,  101. 

Some  hirelings  fay,  it  is  more  necciTary  than  mcvality^ 
321. 

With  how  ill  a  grace  it  ridicnles  puriunical  gloomiocfs, 
77-      ^ 

Should  not  be  flattered  by  non-conformilb,  179,  «rc. 
Epiftlesof  Paul,  what  c3q>ofitors  of  them  flioold  attend  to, 
124.  165,  294. 

Epithets, 
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Epithcte,  ufc  and  abufe  of,  100. 

Wnat  aeceflary  to  the  difcuffiosi  of,  170. 
Erafmus,  his  jocular  preference  of  folly,  207. 
His  account  of  topicfcs,  102,  &c. 
His  diredions  concerning  place,  122. 
How  hcexi>0VLnds^e4iiiMg  ic  the  heart ,  126. 
His  fenfe  of  Luke  xnu  24.     346. 
How  fcurribufly  he  treated  Lee,  i66. 
£^9>  what,  1 1  • 

Eroteiis,  a  beantifU  example  of  in  Matthew,  83 . 
Errors,  old,  Ihouldnotbe  refuted  in  preaching,  n8.  155, 

Cannot  be  fuppreffed  by  penalties,  251. 
Efcobar,  his  loofe  morality,  279. 
Eflcncs,  who,  93. 

£unooitan3  baptized  by  fingle  immerfion,  92* 
Eofebios,  how  he  raiued  at  the  dedication  of  a  chrilUaa  ten*. 

pic,  237. 
Eutychius,  his  old  noftrumsno  arguneAts,  lOO. 
Evidence,  a  topick,  HS- 
Various  degrees  of,  247. 
Probable  and  demonftrative,  147. 
Examination,  a  powerful  topick  of  appiication,  329. 
Sxcommunicltion,  a  brief  hi&ory  of  it,  251. 

Why  the  Pope  inflided  it  on  (^  Elizabeth,  209. 
Exerctfe,  frequent,  neceflfary  to  a  yo|ing  preacher,  176. 
Exordium,  what,  452,  &c« 
Experience,  improves  tafte,  4871 

Religious,  effcntial  to  a  preacher,  iz^. 
'Miniller  (hould  ufe  caution  in  preaching  hiff  own,  316. 
The  fame  in  all  ages,  163. 

Whence  the  cuftom  of  fpeaking  one  at  admiffion  to  churchy 
fellow(hip,  1 39* 
Explication^  abfolutel^  neceflary  to  fome  obfervations,  8,  Uc. 

And  obfervation  mixed,  4,  &c* 
Expofitors,  fome  are  great  trifiers,  171,  &c.  165,  &c. 
Extacy,  religion  does  not  confift  in,  44. 

None  in  a  good  exordium,  Se^Exordiuwi 
Ezekiel,  happy  at  defcription,  48.  342. 

F. 
Facility  of  fpcech,  kow  to  obtain,  393. 
Fadory,  proper  fubjedis  for  fermons  to  a,  ^:;^. 
Fadls,  the  only  fafe  grounds  of  inference,  148. 
The  furefl  grounds  of  pceachip^,  4^4,  4c. 

Fads, 
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Fa6b»  the  ftating  of,  a  £ne  mode  of  preadiing,  364* 
Muft  not  be  ftatU  rhetorically,    majr   be  illu/hraSii  b^ 

2289  &c. 
ShonldbedifFerentlydiicaiTed,  199. 
Fairs,  proper  fermons  at,  375. 
Faith,  cannot  be  produced  by  power,  135. 
Dominion  over  it  inadmiffible,  291* 
Falfe,  what,  375. 
Familiarity,  what,  16. 

Familiarized,  fubjeds  may  be,  till  they  have  no  force,  347. 
Family,  a  topick,  103. 
Family-reading,  how  beft  conduced,  381. 
Far-fetched  articles,  abfurd,  17.  97. 
Fafts,  regular  church,  wrongly  deduced  from  Jndaifm,  163. 
Faft-day-fermons,  view  a  proper  rule  of  compofing,  158. 
Fathers,  the  firft,  bent  all  their  attention  to  propagate  holi« 
nefs,  278. 
Did  not  perfecute,  io8. 
Confidered  martyrdom  as  a  reward,  124. 
Some  were  great  allegorizers,  87* 
All  loved  the  marvellous,  173. 
Ufed  fklutation  in  the  pulpit,  465;. 
How  fome  fpurious  cafes  came  to  be  afcribed  to  them,  i/a 
"Fear,  what,  40. 

A  concomitant  of  love,  30. 
Servile  generates  fuperfliuon,  49. 

How  guarded  againft,  388. 
A  vague  term,  390. 
Fe^tly,  Dr.  a  perfecuting  calumniator,  98. 
Feelings,  religious,  what,  385. 
Felicity,  eternal,  a  grand  objedl,  6^. 
Fenelon,  in.what  he  places  the  ellence  of  religion,  54. 
.   His  fine  foHloquy  on  the  brutality  of  impiety,  436. 
His  maxims  of  faints^  265. 
Cenfores  vague  noify  preachers,  392- 
Reproves  too  haftily  an  image  of  Horace,  342* 
Mot  always  cool  in  his  exordiums,  471 . 

His  fine  irregularity  of  condufion,  500. 
Example  from  him,  330. 
Feiiivals,  church,  why  they  cannot  be  reafoned  from  Tadaifa, 
163. 
Papal,  whence,  52. 
All,"faUman  inventions,  285. 
Feikardentitts  on  x  Pec.  ii.  9.    287. 

Figures, 
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Figures  rhetorical,  compofition  by,  189,  124. 
Filiutius,  his  loofe  moralit)r»  279. 

Fiiher,  Bp.  the  title  of  his  funeral  fermoa  for  Lady  Mar- 
garet, 208. 
flattery  <Kiious  in  a  pulpit,  462. 
Flavel,  what  he  thought  of  great  talkers,  361* 
Flechier,  on  the  religion  of  the  heart,  54* 

Begins  foinetimes  warm,  471. 

Examples  from  him,  98.  181.  338. 
Fleming,  his  natural  images,  190. 

Florus  took  S.  AuguHine's  fide  in  the  difpute  of  grare,  153. 
Fooce,  his  Minor,  a  fenfelefs  piece  of  buJSbonery,  154. 
Forbes,  Bp,  held  purgatory,  225. 
Forcing  texts,  what,  16,  &c. 
Foreign  proteftants,  what   value  we  ought  to  fet  on  their 

praile,  209^  212,  &c* 
Forefight  muft  not  be  confounded  with  a  fpirit  of  prophecy, 

Foulks,  her  intolerant  zeal  for  toleration,  159. 
Fowler,  his  ill  treatment  of  Bunyan,  104,  &c» 
Fox,  John,  his  merit  greater  than  that  of  Cranmer,  I3i« 

How  he  expofed  the  pride  of  popery,  298. 

Relates  fome  miraculous  events^  118. 
Francifcans,  a  ftupid  blafphembus  church  fa£Uon,  4;. 
Franck,  FrofefTor,  his  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364, 
Fraternities,  papal,  examples  of  avarice,  82. 
Free- thinking,  necefiary  to  a  preacher,  15. 

And  to  his  hearers,  i88. 
Freedom  of  ipeech  neceflary  to  a  preacher,  i6« 
Friars,  raife  fyflems  on  fubtihies  and  fophifms,  45* 
Funeral  fermons,  how  properly  compofed  fometimes,  158* 

Very  apt  to  degenerate,  463. 
Fanigeri,  why  the  Francifcans  call  themfelves,  45. 
Furetiere^  his  tale  of  a  bad  preacher,  334. 

G. 
Galatians,  the  deiign  of  the  epiille  to  the,  164. 
Gale,  Dr«  John,    on  what  grounds  he  argues  for  baptifm> 

and  church -fellowfliip,  i86. 
Gauden,  Dr.  his  Steliteutick,  95. 
Gauzza,  his  jocular  praife  of  flattery,  207* 
Gender,  is  grammar  in  Greek,  and  rhetorlck  in  EngHfli^ 

386. 
Generoiity,  the  genuine  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  71,  &c. 
Genus,  a  copick«  22. 
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Gerfon,  how  he  defines  myfticifm^  264. 

Makcj  fifty  properties  of  love,  58. 
Gefture,  pulpit,  16. 

What  leads  co  unnatural,  383. 
Gibbon,  what  fome  think  of  his  JecUm  of  tbi  Ramam  n^in, 

148. 
Gibbons,  Dr.  examples  from  him,  149. 
Gifts,  extraordinary  occafional  benefits,  183.  ii8. 
Gilbert,  Abbot,  how  he  illuftrates  Rev.  iii.  15.     194.    • 
Gill,  Dr.  his  wife  advice  concerning  nniver(al  knowledge^ 
360. 

His  fenfe  of  Mat.  v.  20.     275. 

Referred  to,  259. 

Abufed  by  a  zealot,  150. 
Gillies,  his  cxccUent/ucre/s  9/thi  go/fel,  referred  to,  364. 
Gilpin,  his  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364. 
Glanvii,  his  rules  of  preaching,  335.  393^   &c» 
Glaffius,    Solomon,    cenfures  thofe,    who  warp  fcriptoie, 

296. 
Gloria  patri,  &c  not  very  confiftcntly  ufcd  by  diflentoi, 

307- 
Gnollicks,  who,  301.  198. 
Godefchalcus,  what  fide  he  took  in  the  difpnce  cooccniiflg 

grace,  153. 
Gomar,  his  violence  againft  Arminius,  153^ 
Good,  and  bad,  a  topick,  205. 
The  produ&ion-of  the  greateft  focial,  a  noble  mle  cS  ae-> 
tion,  188. 
Goodnefs,  divine,  flionld  not  be  preached  alone,  364* 
Goodwin,  Dr.  diftinguiihes  mercy  from  love,  150. 
How  he  confiders  mental  immorality,  280. 
Innocently  occafions  a  falfe  inference,  152. 
Complains  of  mifreprefen tation ,  154. 
Goflavius  pleaded  a  doctrine  on  a  Greek  article^  172. 
Cofpel,  not  made  for  a  regal  tool,  42. 
Forbids  dominion  over  confcience,  38* 
Degraded  by  perfecutors,  io8. 
To  be  preached  to  unconverted  finners,  186; 
Government,  civil,  the  beft,  352. 

Takes  cognizance  of  only  overt  adls,  139; 
What  hign  chnrch«men  fay  of  its  origin,  42. 
Churchy  drawn  from  wrong  principles,  i6o» 

Cannot  be  argued  from  the  Old  TeftamenC,  164. 
Ought  to  be  analogous  to  civil  government,  138,  &c. 
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G<nvns»  ckrical,  the  wearing  of  them  by  diflenten  is  a  need« 

lefs  fymbolizing  with  impofing  conformifts»  307. 
Grace,  the  beft  notion  of  any  one  chriftian,  300.  390. 
Dodrine  of,    a  brief  Iketch  of  the  difpute  concerning, 

152,  Sec. 
Should  not  be  mixed  with  that  of  works,  267. 
Not  inconfiftent  with  moral  fuaiiony  327,  &c«  335,  Sec. 
Graces,  whence  the  fexes  of  the,  386. 
Graduates,  have  no  right  to  monopolize  divinicy  and  the 

pulpit,  38. 
Tpaftf**,  what,  143. 

Grammarians  fometimes  force  fcripture,  138. 
Gratian,  by  whom  perfuaded  to  perfecnte,  302, 
Greenlanders  believed  a  fature  ftate,  406. 
Gregory  of  Nazianzum,  how  he  argued  againft  the  domi- 
neering party,   178. 
On  the  converted  thief,  259, 
Gregory,    Pope,   his  extravagant  flattery   of  the    French 

kings,  463. 
Grey,  Dr.  Zacharv,  a  bitter  enemy  to  the  Puritans,  225. 
Grindall,  Archbifhop,  hard  driven  to  defend  ceremonies,  jy^ 
Grotius,  William,  his  fine  charader  of  Ariilo,  93* 
Grotius,  Hugh,  a  promoter  of  re- anion  between  papifts  and 
proteAants,  225. 
His  opinion  of  Elijah's  vifion,  386* 
Thought  the  gofpef  a  new  law,  258. 
How  he  underftood  2  Thefll  iii.  5,     30. 
Mat.  xvi  22.     213; 
Zeph.ii.  I.     329* 
Ecclef.  iv.  8.     67. 
Mark  i.  24.    $9. 
Ground,  a  topick,  198. 
Grove,  Dr.  his  plagiarifm,  79. 
Gualter,  a  penfioned  panegyrilt,  209.  ^ii« 

H. 
Habbakuk,  carried  by  the  hair  of  his  head  into  Babylon^ 

455- 
Habit  of  thinking,  Chrifi  meant  to  form  in  his  followers  a, 

142. 
Habits,  church,  vainly  argued  from  Jewiih  polity,  163. 

Erafmus  ridicules  that  of  S.  Francis,  46. 
Hagemeier,  his  injudicious  arnuigemcnt  of  troths,  225. 
Hakfpan ,  h  is  fen  a  torial  fty  le,  171, 
Jiiarule  of  reafoning,  172. 

}T  9  "       Hakfpan^ 
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Hakfpan,  anenthufiaft  to  points »  and  gramma ticifms^  205. 
Hale,  his  ufe  of  apothegms^  483. 
Hall,  Geo.  example  of  apothegm  from  him,  483. 
Hammond,  Dr.  on  Rom.  viii.  19.     6i. 
Pfal.  cxxiii.  3.     24. 
Hampton-coart  conference  fpread  in(o  foreign  coantrics  bj 

the  prelates,  166,  &c. 
Hand  of  God y  what,  25. 
Harmony  of  llyle,  477,  478. 
Harris,  Dr.  his  part  in  Salter's-hall  fermons,  23  t. 

Example  from  him,  232. 

His  jull  notion  of  John  vi.     7. 
Harry  \  HI.  by  what  rale  he  made  bis  bifhops  preach,  lor. 

And  they  made  his  godline/s  an  arg6menc  for  his  tyranny, 
203. 
Health,  to  drink  the  king's  no  crime,  35. 
Heart,  to /peak  to  the,  what,  126. 

An  admirable  pulpit  talent,  490. 
Hebrew,  grievoufly  tortured  by  fome  expofitprs,  417. 
Hebrews,  defign  of  the  epiftie  to  the,  164. 
Hedor,  on  what  principles  he  forctol4  the  death  of  Achilles, 

Hfdcricus  quoted,  8. 

Hegcndorph,  his  joe  alar  execration  of  drunken  ne/s,  99. 

Hegeiias,   what  fad  efieds  followed  his  good  inftruttions, 

411. 
Helding,  had  a  hand  in  drawing  up  the  Interim,  z6o. 
Hell,  the  dodrin/e  of,  how  to  be  preached,  407,  &c. 
Hemmingius,    what  principles  he  thought  neceifary  to  a 
preacher,  141. 
Thought  difintereftednefs  the  tcft  of  a  good  pallor,  73. 
Henry,  Matthew,  his  liberal  fentiments,  185. 
An  ingenious  expofitor,  3I 
On  Pfal.  li.:4.     366. 
Mat.  V.  20.     275, 
Herbert,  Lord,  an  enthuiiaH,  11 8. 

Herbert,  Rev.  George,  prefers  one  figh  above  all  ceremo- 
nies, 289. 
Herefy,  grammatical,  what,  90. 
Hereticks,  what  made  one  with  Chryfoftom,  37. 

How  we  came  by  fo  many,  302. 
Herod,  the  great,  a  great  hypocrite,  304. 
Herodians,  who,  256.     . 

Hirvty, 
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Hervey,  Rev.  James,  what  he  cenfured  in  Anfon's  vojra^^ 

338- 
Heterodoxy,  what  in  the  reign  of  Charles  !•  41. 
Heylin,  his  curious  method  of  arguing,  314. 
Hickeringill,his  abfardreafoning  for  prelacy,  6S, 
Higgins,  could int  iind  one  word  of  toleration  in  the  tolera- 
tion a^,'i59« 
High-church  faftion  in  Q^  Ann's  reign,  a  vile  fet  of  men«  72. 
liiiary,  advifes  attention  to  fcope  and  defign,  142. 
Hilderfham,  Arthur,  an  excellent  preacher,  226. 
Hincmar  took  the  Pelagian  fide  on  the  article  of  grace,  i^^m 
Hillorians,  fhoujd  not  uke  facts  from  declamation,  iji* 

Fafhionable  with  them  to  aiFeft  infidelity,  337. 
Hiftory,  texts  of,  how  todifctjfs,  2. 

Church,  fliould  be  ftudied  impartially,  209. 
Fatally  debafedby  interefl,  81. 
Hoadley,  Bp.  contended  for  the  fpirituality  of  Chnft's  king* 

dom,  229. 
Hobbes,  hia  wild  notion  of  moral  obligation,  402. 
Holcroft,  his  opinion  of  the  Englifh  hierarchy,  130. 
Holinefl,  the  fpirit  of  chriltianity,  277. 
Indifpenfible,  428,  &c. 

Habitual,  jcharadlerizes  a  good  maOi  428,  ^c« . 
.  Popiih, ridiculed,  75. 

Holland  wifely  unites  trade  with  toleration,  210. 
Holy  Ghoil,  what  Lord  Clarendon  thought  the  unpardonable 

iin  again  ft  the, '41* 
Homer,  abounds  with  compound  words,  90. 

His  firll  books  o^  his  poems  cool  and  unadorned,  470, 
His  advice  of  Phoenix  to  Achilles  applied  taminiAers,  465. 
A  mode  of  fcriptur^  fpeech  compared  with  his,  43. 
Homilies,  Englifh  epifcopal,  how  proved  to  contain  a  whole- 

fome  do£Vrine,  3 1 4. 
Honour  of  epifcopacy,  no  teft  of  truth,  91. 
Hooke,  a  remark  of  his  on  Roman  policy  explained,  64. 
Hooker,  whence  he  fays  errors  on  the  dodriue  of  ChrilL's  na- 
ture proceed,  198. 
Claims  dominion  for  priefls,  293. 
Hooper,  his  martyrdom  a  teft  oi  truth  with  foroc,  314. 
Hope,  the  lowejft  chrilHan  grace,  fuperior  to  the  higiielt  pagan 

virtues,  64^  65,  &c. 
Horace,  a  rough  image  of  hisjuftified,  342. 
Hofpinian  cenfures  Jefuitical  morality,  280* 
HoA,  a  blafphemous  prayer  at  the  elevation  of  the,  135, 

Houiholdsj 
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Houfiiolds,  afford  no  argument  for  infant-fprinkling,  270. 
Howe^  Rev.  Mr.  a  fine    preacher :  but  more  complaifa&t 

than  his  enemies  deferved^  180. 
Hudibrafs,  proves  nothings  113. 

Hughes,  Dr.  his  fcverc  fatire  on  popilh  invocation,  232. 
Home,  his  motive  in  writing  the  hitlory  of  England,  147, 
Humfrey,  fancifal  example  from  him,  20. 
Humility,  concomitant  to  love,  39. 
Hunnis,  ufes  natural  images,  190. 
Hufs,  why  he  cenfured  degrees,  37. 
HufTey,  defign  of  his  book  of  operations,  327. 
Hymns  of  private  compofition  fung  in  publick  worflup  m 
ccclxiv.  92. 

The  convenience  and  inconvenience  of  reading  line  b}r 
line,  479. 
Hyprocrify  generates  fuperflition,  51. 

Celebrates  the  praifes  of  the  dead,  304. 

Cenfured,  296. 
Hypocrites,  chriitians  forbidden  to  refemble,  305. 

I 

I%Sv?,  what  in  the  flyle  of  the  fathers,  102. 
Ideas,  confufion  of,  produces  controveriies,  154. 

Arbitrary  aiTociations  of,  produce  endle(s  abfurdilics,   S$^ 
&c. 
Idioms,  who  ought  to  let  them  alone,  1 70. 

Are  rules  of  explaining,  417. 

Muft  not  go  for  arguments,  386. 

Church,  what,  260. 
Idolatry  an  inclination  of  depraved  nature,  50* 
Ignatius  zealous  for  holinefs,  278. 
I.  H.  S.  a  myderious  amulet,  206. 

Illation,  a  fair  mode  of  reafoning  :  but  requires  caution,  maS. 
Imagery,  rhetorical,  may  be  fomecimes  coarfe,  341, 

Various  kinds  of,  ufed  by  divines,  199, 
Image-worfhip,  whence,  52. 
Imagination  muft  not  fport  with  preaching,  19. 
Imitation,  306. 
Immortality,  known  to  the  pagans,  and  abnfed,4ii, 

.Dr.  Young's  fort  of  arguments  for,  351, 
Impcrtinendes  in  theology,  ill  placed,  102. 
Implication,  what,  89. 
Impofition  makes  triHes  important,  185. 

Unfavourable  to  free  enquiry,  and  true  religion,  66. 

loipo&oon. 
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Impofidon»  none  among  diflenters,  62. 
Impoftors,  who  in  the  primitive  church,  303. 

Modern,  235,  236. 
Impoftorc  early  infefted  chrillianity,  119. 
Indelicacies/ 32. 

Indifferent,  nothing  impofed  can  be,  185. 
Indttdion.     See  Illation. 
Indulgence,  papal,  whence,  51* 
Infallibility,  an  improbability,  loi •  ^ 
Infant- fprinkline,  an  unwarrantable  innovation,  423* 

Why  not  ceniurcd  by  the  Apoftles,  132. 

What  lays  the  ax  to  the  root  of,  247.  423. 

How  beft  attacked.     See  Inftitute  poAtive. 
Infants,  various  opinions  of  the  flate  of,  414. 
Inferences,  a  rule  of  valuation  of,  146, 
Infinite,  what,  34. 

Love,  33. 

How  fin  is,  372. 
Infirm  people,  how  they  ihonld  be  treated  in  oar  chnrches, 

308,  &c. 
Infirmity,  lins  of,  fhovld  be  diftinguiihed  from  thofeof  en« 
mity,  308,  &c. 

A  topick  of  illuftration,  236. 
Inflexibility,  a  virtue  in  matters  of  confcience,  55. 
Inhumanity,- a  mark  of  reprobation  in  a  minifter,  23;. 
Innocent  III.  Pope>  efUbliihed  tranfubftantiation,  6. 
Inoculation  for  the  fmall-pox,  averfion  to  it  accounted  a  figa 

of  jullifying  faith,  428. 
Infpiratidn,  ]H«tenders  to  it  forget  time,  1 1 8. 
Inllitutes,  politive,  a  knowledge  of,  necelTary  to  the  ander'^ 
landing  of  fcripture,  1 24* 
•  On  whatfoanded,  258. 

What  eiTential  to  them,  423. 
Intention  elucidates,  142. 
Intentional  virtue  and  vice,  281* 
Intereft,  a  topick,  254. 

Partial  felf,  warps  mankind,  224* 

Fatal  to  religion,  68. 

Of  one  party  no  teil:  of  truth,  91^ 
Interim,  what,  260. 

Intolerance,  the  endlefs  mifchiefs  it  produces,  185. 
Introdudion,  natural,  454. 

Properties  of  a  good.     Sec  the  whole  chap,  en  ExttrJium. 
Xareftigator  of  unth,  his  qualifications,  93. 

Inviution, 
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Invitation,  not  ioconfiftent  with  the  dodrine  of  decrees.  See 

Grace,  335,  &c. 
Irony,  fevcrat  forts  of,  1 13. 
Irrelatives  fhoald  not  be  aflbciatcd,  84. 
Irrcfponfibilicy  of  kings,  how  argued  for  by  ibme,  365. 
Isidore  enamerates  nine  vices  that  flow  from  avarice,  70. 
lihmael,  how  fome  infpired  men  ferved  one  of  his  childreiiy 

472. 
Ifraelites  were  dilTenters  in  Egypt*  I78« 
Iihacias^  faid  to  be  the  firft  man,  who  introduced  civil  perfe- 

cntion  into  the  chri^an  cbarch,  302. 

Jacombe,  Dr.  example  from  him,  30. 

James,  Apodle,  his  fine  defcription  of  divine  wifdom,  5^. 

James  I.  the  difmal  ftate  of  the  pulpit  in  his  time,  42.  159* 

What  orders  he  gave  the  tranflators  of  the  bible,  loi. 

His  curioas  book  again  ft  Vordius,  199. 

Would  have  played  the  hypocrite  if  he  had  been  endued 
with  fenfe  enough,  236, 

Dedicated  a  book  to  God  Almighty,  200. 
Janfenifts,  embraces.  Augnftine's  do^rine  of  grace,  153* 
Japanefe,  improper  evidences  againft  revelation,  412. 
Jealoufy  of  divine  love,  what,  42. 
Jerom,  St«  whom  he  thought  the  Herodians,  z^6. 

Thought  pomp  hurtful  to  religion,  237* 

His  fenfe  of  Zeph.  ii.  i.  329. 

What  make  his  glomes  go  for  proofs,  203. 
Jefttits,  take  the  Pelagian  iide  in  the  contcoverfy  ofgrace^ 

Wretched  moralifls,  279. 
Jenkins,  or  Jenkyn,  Rev.  William,  complains  of  the  pla* 
giarifm  of  his  perfecutors,  79. 
Kidicules  the  cant  of  fcrupulous  confciences«  69. 
Died  in  Newgate,  80. 
Jews,  their  theology,  1 24. 

Their  national  charader,  57, 
Job,  his  charader,  57, 

John,  Apollle,  the  vi.  chapter  of  his  gofpel  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Lord's  fupper,  7. 
The  harmony  of  the  Engli(h  of  the  firft  verfes  of  his  »>fpel« 
478.  *    '^ 

John^  a  Monk,  how  he  defines  myftical  theology^  264. 

John^ 
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John,  of  $^dvitf»  his  definictod  of  chriftian  l^tty,  262. 

Adviies  preachers  to  ufe  fober  addrefles,  172* 
Johnfon,  Dr.  hb  definitioti  of  mercy,  150. 
Jonas,  Jvttttis,  penfioned  by  Bnglaad;  209^ 
Jonathan,  on  Zeph.  ii,  i.  329. 
Jofephas  refdted  to,  236. 
Jubilees,  papal,  whencoj  51. 
Judaifnt,  i^  What  die  fame  a^  chrifHanity,  i6z: 
Judas  fingularly  defcribed  in  ftriptnre,  71. 

}nde,  example  of  roug^  ima|;es  from  him,  542. 
udgment,  the  lait,  a  powertal  topick  of  appliauionj  34S; 
Jttftificatioii,what,  267.  289.  437. 
Juftin  Martyr,  a  lover  of  the  marveHouSj  i73» 
Juftinian  cufhons,  good  hiftory,  92. 
Juvenal  reproves  fordid  flatterers,  322^ 


Karaites,  who,  93. 

Keckerman,    Irofeflbr,  Ms  cantion  conceftdng  aillegoty/- 

143* 
Rules,  for  acquiring  eafe,  176.' 

Of  tranMon  and  applicatiott,  32(7. 
Of  conduiion,  489,  &c. 
Of  confutation,  155* 
EBs  aocout  of  ar  preacher,  who  made  a  fad  mlilake  jtn  read^' 
ing  an  old  homily,  1 18. 
KcDdett,  Bp.  hi»  injadiciotn  a^perSon  of  the  non-conformifb^ 

89,  90. 
Kefler  treats  the  doftrine  of  quotation  accurately^  164^ 
lUmchi,  Rabbi,  on  Pfalm  li.  4.  365. 
Zeph.ii.   1.  328. 
Kiag^craftr,  vifhttt  James  L  called,  236. 
Kings,  ihould  not  write  on  religion,  unlefs  their  fubjofig 

riik  nothing  by  contradifting  their  opinion?,  200. 
Kxiif^,  what,  292* 
Kueeling  at  the  Lord's  table  goes  alon|;  with  tranfubftanlia; 

tion,  77, 
Knox,  John,  his  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364, 
idi^,  what,  i6o,  61  • 

I^dbtrltta,  cills  an  old  fcoM  a  grunting  old  fow>  342; 
LaiUatins,  cenfores  mere  STpeculation,  301. 
Ferfcention,  io8f 
Vol.  II.  3U  ta£Untiosi 
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La£taAti4U,  contrads  paganifm  ind  chriftianity  in  poxac  of 
holine fsy  276. 

Jaftifies  chri^ns  for  not  bailding  temples,  337. 
Laity,  a  name  of  inferiority  given  by  priefls  to  all   except 
themfelves,  292. 

Their  miferable  Hate  in  the  popi(h  church,  65. 

Governed  with  the  clergy  in  d^exlii.  91. 
Laney»  Bp.  hb  curioas  fermon  on  comprehenfion,  40Q. 
Langford,  Dr.  a  blafphemous  poacher,  17. 
Langnage,  necelTarily  obfcure  in  fome  cafes,  234. 

(^fpletey  ihbuld  not  be  ufed  in  preaching. 
Lalifdowne,  Lord,  what  he  faid  of  the  teft  ad,  |8g^ 
Lardner,  Dr.  hb  account  of  love-feails,  1 1  • 
Lafco,  John  a,  his  pradentplea  for  toleration,  2io« 
Latimer,  £p.  hb  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364* 

Preached  toleration  tiar  refugees,  209. 

What  application  had  like  to-havecodhlm,  333, 
Law,  moral,  its  ufe,  132. 
,  How  S,  Paul  ufed  the  word,  1 62; 

*  Of  the  church  of  Rome  is  the  Pope's  will,  y^^ 
Lawyers,  in  the  Jewiih  church,  who,  93. 
Lawyers,  a  maxim^f  tliein  applied  to  expofiton,  142. 
Lawgivers,  pagan,  knew  mankind,  63. 

Lawrence,  St.  the  coals  that'roafied  him  kept  in  England^  go. 
Layman,  the  head  of  the  epifcopal  cliurch  being  one  makes  a 

^  puzzling  queftion  for  the  clergy. 
Learning,  human,  not  eiTential  to  the  knowledge  of  dml^ 
tianity,  ^. 
Revival  o^  friendly  to  religion,  66. 
Why  fome  are  difgttfted  with  it,  191. 
That  of  the  reformers  no  tefl:  of  their  orthodoxy,  314,  fee 
The  Engliih  reformation  was  carried  on  with  very  little, 
^-.        J9i.^ 

Contemptible  when  proHitu ted,  321- 
Lc  Clerc,  John,  his  excellent  canons  of  interpreting  fcrip- 
.       ture,43.  '74« 

*  Hb  diflinaion  of  letter  and  fpirit,  143, 
\       Reproves  alkgorizcrs,  89.- 

Leduresf  md'miiig  and  evening,  how  they  may  be  made  ale-. 

fttl  to  the  poor,  344. 
Lee,  Archbifliop,how  he  anfwered  Erafmns,  166. 
L*Eilrange,  a  coUeaor  of  nonfcnfe,  that  proved  BOthiji|^  42*' 
Lcighto^,  Archbiihop,  what  he  thought  of  high  life,  lac, 
Hb  fcnfc  of  I  Cor.  iL  14.  353. 

.  .  ..  .I-egei*» 
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Legends^  unmeaning  declamations,  170. 
Leger,  Example  from  him,  220* 
Leg]flatton;cbarcfa,  belongs  toChrift  alone,  i86. 
Legiilator,  in  what  fenfe  Chrift  was  one,  258. 
Lent,  an  unprofitable  human  inftitute,  285. 
LeiTons,  what  Supenrille  calls  fo  in  a  fermon,  397. 
Letter  of  fcripture,  neccflarily  fobjedk  to  difficulties,  228. 
Letters,  iingle,  fanciful  expofitions  of,  205. 
Lewis  XIII.  what  he  faid  of  our  Solomon,  200. 
Lewis  XIV.  a  greatdiHembler,  236. 
•  Exceffively  flattered  by  his  dergy,  463. 

Hisencomiom  on  Maffillon's  fermons,  491* 
Lexicographers  may  innocently  miflead,  31. 
Lexicons,  precarious  helps,  '  Jo.  ^ 

Libertines,  in  a  chriftian  chnrcff;  are  vain  pretenders  to  know-^ 
ledge,  279. 
If  cenfared  no  argument  againft  the  church,  410. 
Liberty;  Wc;//,  left  by  Jefus  Chrift  tp  the  care  of  reafon^  as  he 
found  it,  185. 
Has  a  fine  influence  on  learning  and  trade,  50/ 
Favourable  to  religion,  66* 
Empowers  men  to  diflent,  230. 
Ch-ifiian,  what,  62,  63«« 

Allowed  by  Jefus  ChriH,  18$. 

Endangered  by  complaifance,  37. 

Unknown  in  the  church  of  Rome,  6^» 

In  what  degree  the  epifcopal  chui-ch  in  England  has  It, 

62.    1 85-  202. 

t  On  what  terms,  and  in  what  degree  the  Engliih  diflenters 
enjoy  it,  62.     , 
Life,  a  holy,  the  chriftian  preacher's  befttopick,  271. 
Lincoln,  6p*of,  his  weakreafoning  for  vifitations,  28. 
Lindfey,  Rev.  Mr.  what  fome  think  of  his  reafoning,  148. 
Linguiil,  good,  not  necefiarily  a  good  divine,  38* 
Literal  fenfe,  what,  142. 

Littleton,  his  good  didionary  may  eafily  miflead,  149. 
Liturgies,  curtail,  fpoil,  and  ihut  out  fuffident  preachings 

•    337- 
.  Diflenters,  fteps  toward  epnforinity,  307. 
Liturgy,  the  Engliih,  eftablifhed  by  violence,  77, 
Supported  by  weak  reafoning,  1 8, 
Martyrdcm  of  the  compilers  no  proof  of  1(9  profrietj^ 

Lives^  caution  muft  be  nfed  ip  reading,  170, 
4^  3  U  a  ^       Xivlngftonev 
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Livin^one,  his  general  method  of  preaching,^  j^. 
Livy  ndicules  atotor,  who  was  £Mia  of  obfcurUy,  47a' 
Lloyd,  De\n,  Walker's  fuUbme  praife  of  him^.  79* 
Locke,  his  accoDOt  of  infinite,  34. 

Of  univerfal  coafeot,  405* 
Logicians  fimietipes  force  fcriptare,  138. 
Long,  his  fenfelefs  cenfurc  of  feperatifts,  68. 
Longinus,  what  he  calls  fiiblioity,  233. 
Cenfures  an  ^ffedation  of  noyelty,  271. 

Aeyof,  what,  I  !• 

Lord^brother  among  djirenters,jiow  to  make  ftad  unnukeA, 

161. 
Lord  Vprayer,  frequent  repetitions  of  the,  fymbolizing  with 

litnrgifls,  307. 
Lord's-fuppier,  apontiveinftitiit^,  25 8« 

Original  form  of  words  (hould  be  retained,  318* 

Why  it  cannot  be  parallelled  with  the  pafibvci',  163* 

Pro^tuted  when  made  a  qualification  for  office,  i8o» 
Lot,  a  diiTenter  in  Sodom,  178. 
Love  to  God*,  the  foul  of  religion,  3b,  Ice*  kc* 
Love-feafls  in  the  primitive  oinrch,  what,  1 }  • 
Lowman  taxes  popery  with  fchiffi,  10. 
Lucas  of  Bntges,  his  fenfe  of  Luke  xiii*  24*  34^5* 
Lucretius  quoted,  3. 
Luther,  what  he  cenfured  the  Francifcant  for,  4$. 

What  he  meant  by  cenfnring  academioal  degrees,  37. 
'  On  what  he  fuppofed  the  reformation  fbofide4,  162. 

His  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364. 

Recommends  prayer  more  thun  ftudy  to  a  preacher,  502  «j 

An  enemy  to  Agricola,  260. 
Lycaonians,  their  propenfity  to  idolatry,  50. 
Lyra,  Nic.  De,  thought  Chrift  was  a  minorite  friar,  45  • 

Recommends  attention  to  fcope,  142* 

M. 
Maclaine,  Dr.  remarks  the  policy  of  popes  in  availing  then** 
felves  of  the  Druidical  power,  251. 
*  Magifb-ate,  civil,  the  danger  of  leaving  religion  to  the,  403. 
Magiflratical  authority  over  confcience,  pleaded  by  vile  fo» 

phifms,  69. 
Magnificence,  of  chriftian  temples,  whence,  52. 

Of  popifc  temples  cheriflies  pride,  298. 
Majelty,  atopickofilluftration,  232, 
Major  improved  Synergifm^  154* 

Manntr^ 
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Manner,  atopick,  i66. 

Manton,  Dr.  his  juft  noCions  of  Ac  beft  fcrmons,  27*. 

What  he  calls  the  hif  heft  degree  of  fin,  303.    '  ^ 

ManufaAarcs  improved  by  toleration,  210. 
Marckius»  his  fenfe  of  Zeph.  ii.  l*     329* 
Marks  of  a  chriftian,  428. 

The  whole  church  collcdively,  75. 
Martial,  ridicules  avarice,  76. 

Martin,  accouotcd  the  beft  vindicator  of  i  John  v.  7;     I  J. 
Martyrdom,  how  the  fathers  confidertd  it,  124* 

No  argument  for  implicit  obedience,  lo6« 
Marvellous,  love  of  the,  a  fource  of  innumerable  errors,  i73« 
Mary,  Virgin,  how  coniidered  ia  the  church  of  Roii«*  266. 
Saluted  by  Cicero's  rule  of  addrefs,  172. 
Some  of  her  milk  in  England  in  mdxxxv.    50. 
How  fome  proteftants  delcribe  her,  1 16« 
Mafon,  his  defcription  of  harmonious  ftyLe»  478* 
Mafs,  Romilh,  whence;  Ji-     ^ 
Mai&y,  his  cenfure  of  inoculation,  428. 
Maflillon,  Bp.  his  notion  of  the  religion  of  the  heart,  5|, 
His  argument  for  immortality  from  diicontent,  352* 
£xample  of  diicufltng  hn/r  geftus,  23. 
By  pyticuTar  idea,  26. 
Byfptcies,  27. 
.By  place,  i23» 
By  principles*  144* 
By  contrail,  195. 
By  invefti^ating  caufes^  tou 
By  reafons,  204* 
By  fuppofition,  219* 
By  evidenpe,  248. 
Byinterefts,  257.  , 

By  propoficion,  397. 
By  mixed  topicks,  350.  420. 
Oftenxierconclufion,  493* 
Of  mixed  conclyfion,  497. 
Exemplifies  prayer  in  preaching,  339. 
I'be  general  charader  of  his  preaching,  490,^ 
His  funeral  orations  are  fulfome,  a6^. 
Matter,  his  learned  fermon  at  Oxford,  1 116. 
Mathematician  not  neceiTarily  a  divine,  38* 
Mathnrin,  St.  his  bufmefs  in  the  chiirch  of  Rome,  232* 
Matincour,  Father,  celebrated  for  his  naftinefs,  4^. 
Mattaire,  compofed  the  title  of  a  book  of  fup'p»ofiuon,  94. 
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Maunfell  referred  to,    191. 

Maxims,  what  Saurin  calls  fo,  398.  ' 

Mead,  Mat.  hisfermbn  on  two  flicks,  240. 

Meaning,  double,  whether  in  fcripturc,  142, 

Meannefs,  a  topick,-236.  ' 

Medical  images  in  divinity,  190. 

Meeting-houfe,  flioald  h6  rendered  commodious,  385« 

M^andhoQ  (truck  oat  Synersifm,  i  ^4. 

Men,  ditrines  Hiould  ftudjr  them,  if  they  would  pnderiiaiid 

books,  224*  ' 
Mendiqapt  friars,  45* 
Mercy,  4  vagqe  word,  149, 
'  TDoftrihe  of,  ihould  not  be  taught  alone,  554* 
Merit,  religious,  various  opinions  of,  21S. 

Whether  the  fathers  held  the  dodlrine  of,  267. 
Meffiah,  his  part  attempted  to  be  adled,  236. 

Attachmen^t  to  a  temporal,  a  perpetual  error,  237. 
Method  Ihould  be  negle^d  fometimes,  332. 
Mexicans  improper  Evidences  in  the  caufeof  deifm,  412. 
Mezzabarba,  adted  on  the  fame  ground  as  the  Jefbics  in  regard 

to  the  Chinefe  rites,  306. 
Middleton,  Dr.  what  it  proved  in  his  difpnte  concenuag  fld* 

racles,  119. 
Miltoo,  cenfures  hypocrify,  296* 
And  the  forcing  of  fcripture  into  mbdem  rules,  137. 
Thought  mutual  affe^ion  the  matrimonial  bond^  139. 
Some  lines  of  his  applied  to  Chriil^  235. 
Mimefis,  what,    ii^y 
Mimickry,  hateful  in  a  pulpit,  335, 
Mind,  month's,  what,  208. 
MiniAers  of  religion,  their  principal  bnfiiiefs^  i2S» 
Different  defcribed  by  Saurin,  254. 
Degrade  themfelves  by  fervilxty  to  a  didator,  i6i* 
Minorites,  who,  4^-. 

Minos,  why  he  afcribed  his  laws  to  a  deify,  6$. 
Minutins  Felix  ja(li£es  chriftians  for  not  ereding  tenpl^ 

237. 
Miracles*    SeeGffti,MMletcw. 
•Mifers,  feme  extraordinary,  6S« 

Models,  pagan  writers  not  ftandards  to  biblical  ones,  140. 
Modefty  recommended,  i66.  470. 
Mooarcby,  the  corruption  of  it,  352, 
lAoncf,  the  fopporto/popoy,  63* 
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Moneyi  on!y  the  immoderate  love  of,  cenfarable,  70. 

Will  always  purchafe  praife,  211. 
Monks,  an  expeafive,  ulelefs,  mifchievous  fet  of  men,  45* 

50*  280- 
Monopolizers  of  divinity,  who,  72, 
Moore,  Dr.  how  he  taught  paffive  obedience,  18; 
Morality,  independent  on  opinion,  404. 
^  Immatable,  162,163. 

Indifpeniible,  290.  ^ 

That  of  the  Jefuits  extremely  loofe,  279. 
Mortification,  what,  in  the  papal  community,  45^ 
Moftieim,  miftook  Englifh  antinomianifm,  260. 

Quoted,  6.'  251.  302. 
Mofs,  Dean,  example  from  him,  5* 
Motion,  naturally  governed  by  mental  emotions,  53. 

Proper  pulpit,  16.  175.  335* 
Moulin,  Du,  Lewis,  cenfures  ceremonies,  and  the  ground 
o£^ ordaining  them,  iji. 

Ridicules  the  pretence  of  retaining  popifh  rites,   1 25. 

Taxes  the  epifcopal  church  with  advancing  toward  Rome,  . 

*-    79. 

Mounta^ue,  Bp.  how  that  firebrand  reafoned,  322* 
Mttfculus,  a  great  divine :  butnomafter^  106. 
Mufes,  fexes  of  the,  386. 
Mufical  images  in  religion,  190. 

Mttfickj  infljumental,  cannot  be  reafoned  from  Judaifin,  i6ti 
My^crifmus,  what,  113. 
Myfticifiu  came  from  Plato's  fchool,  265. 
Myfticks,' extravagant  divines,  52.  264.  280. 
Mythology,  pagan,  may  elucidate  fcripture,  i24» 
Was  not  derived  from  fcripture,  140. 

Hailour,  Rev.  William,  example  from  him,  127.. 

I«Tairon  abufes  the  puritans,  78. 

Nantz,  the  revocation  oftheedid  of,  a  cruel  unjuft  adion^ 

167, 
Narration,  Quintilian's  rule  of,  473. 
Nathan,  his  parable,  a  fine  picture  of  avidity,  73 v 
Natural,  religion,  imperfeft,  127. 

Images,  may  be  fancifully  a|>plied,  190. 
Moft  may  be  ufed  in  certain  cafes,  341,  Sec, 
Naturalizatton-aa,  connects  toleration  and  pnbfick  wealth, 

2I0» 
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Nature*  human,  oonfida'aUe  by  divinet  ia  twd  polnu  of 

light,  419. 
N«al,  Rev.  Datiiel^  his  part  in  Salter's-kall  (crmatks,  231  • 

An  impartial  hiflorian  except  to  the  baptifb,  8x. 
Ncceffity,  popular,  is  that  of  fcriplare,  ^40. 
Metaphyfic^%  writers  OA,  a4l. 
Rhetorical,  a  topick,  240. 
Negligence  of  dreis,  air,  and  appearance,  when  neceflary  to 

a  preacher,  332. 
Nero,  his  ipfcnfibilky,  273. 
Newcome,  Dr.  example  from  hiiR,  17; 
A>«tt;  man,  what,  500. 

News«mongers,  peus  in  religious  fodeties,  263^ 
Newton,  Bp.  quoted,  5a 
Nicephorus  referred  to,  46$. 
Nicholls,  Dr.  his  notion  of  the  government,  42. 

His  Urange  way  of  reafoning,  3 14* 
Noife,  in  the  pulpit,  rude  and  unmannerly,  i6«    335^ 
In  puUick  luoyflHf,  rude  and  offenfive^,  383* 
Preachers  ihoiUd  ftrive  to  diminilh  it,  450. 
Ibn-conformiils,  the  difciples  of  revealed  religion  are  ne« 
cefTarily,  178. 
The  Englifh,  difgnifed*  and  plentifully  abiifcd  by  iner« 

cenary  writers,  89. 
What  they  require  exprefs  (eripture  Sot,  283* 
Uniformly  attached  xa  Mvcjution  princxples  of  go?eni« 

ment,  73. 
Do  not  diflurb  fodety,  229. 

Unjuftly  taxed  with  bigotry^  for  complaifimce  bu  bctft 
their  bane,  179. 
Non-reiiftance,  a  political  qoeftioii,  i^ 

Converted  into  a  theological  one  by  priefls,  42. 
Norden,   an  example  of  w  art^e  of  aut&om   and  title 

pages  from  him,  211. 
Nouet,  father,  to  what  he  eomparea  the  latken,  174; 
Novation,  expounds  PfaK  xix.  of  Chrift,  433, 

How  he  argues  for  the  neceiBty  of  the  holy  fpirk,  241* 
Novelty,  no  teft  oferror^  91* 
Nudipedes,  who,  4^. 
Numa  knew  mankind^  65. 

Nurfing- fathers.  Princes  called  fo  on  ri/rjtMi  accOQAtt  ac^ 
cording  to  fome  priefts,  2i.i« 
James  L  was  a  very  aukward  one,  200. 
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Qbedience,  fnoralnn^fofifi^vediRiTiguiihtd,  2S4. 
Ufii*uer/al,  cffential  to  proof  of  piety,  44.  428. 
PaJJtiJti  no  part  of  religion,   1 8,  &c« 

Objedions,  a  topick,  222. 

Obfcure,  language,  why  Jefus  Chrift  foro«times  ufcd,  14?* 

Obfervations,  the  way  of  preaching  by,  1,  &c.  &c« 

Obfollers,  a  nick-name  given  by  Batler  to  puritan  preachers,' 
225. 
Half  of  it  the  property  of  their  prcdcceflbrs,  225. 

Occafion,  a  topick,  182. 

Occaiional  conformity,  indefenfible  on  proteflant  principles, 
178,  &c. 

Oeconomy,  the  grand  article  in  which  the  JewiHi   dilFers 
from  the  Chriftian,  162,  Ace. 

Offence,  a  method  of  avoiding  to  give,  474. 

Official  principles  necefiary  to  a  miniller,  141. 

Office,  Chriil's  kingly,  how  Brochm^nd  explains,  4. 

Oligarchy,  whence,  352- 

O^vfta^or,  what>  8. 

Opera-glafles,  rude  and  abominable  in  a  place  of  worfhip, 
122,  &c. 

i^wna^  what,  219. 

Optatas,  his  account  of  pulpit  falotations,  465. 

Optimill,  Voltaire's,  proves  nothing,    113. 

Orator,  Homer's  perfeft,  465. 

Oratory  very  apt  to  miflead,  170,  &c. 

Order,  the  furprizing  increafe  of  thiit  of  S.  Francis,  46. 

Ordinancci  the  cafe  of  a  loft,  184. 

Ordination  fermons,  defign  a  proper  topick  of,  158. 

Organs  in  publick  worfhip,  inconliftent  with  diflenting  prin- 
ciples, 307. 

Origen,  whom  he  thought  the  Herodians,  256. 

Original  fin,  a  fad  fa£t,  312. 

Orleans,  Duke  of,  infulted,  that  is  flattered^  by  BofTuet  ia 
a  fermon,  462, 

Ornaments  of  ftyle,  muft  be  varied,  175, 

Orthodoxy,  a  convertible  word,  41. 

Oftentation  odious  in  a  preacher,  272. 

Owen,  Dr.  John,  ufed  no  exordiums  in  fome  of  his  fermons. 
458.  .       . 

Cenfured  fymbolizing  non-conformifts,  307, 
His  fenfc of  i  Cor.  ii.  14.     3^3, 
Owen,  Bifliop,  Dr.  Walker's  fuJfomc  praifc  of,  ro. 
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pagan  writers,  not  ftttidards  of  writing  to  infpired  men,  140. 
Pautincs,  Queen  Ann's  bouttty  to  them,  210. 
Panegyricks,  hiftorians  ihould  not  be  guided  by,  170. 
Panigarollc,  or  Pancirola,  or  Panigcrola,  his  account  of  cc- 
defiaftical  tklbs,  57. 
Example  of  puerile  contraft  from  kio,  196. 
Pappi^  at  AkxiiBdria,  who,  160. 
Parallels,  fome  afford  a  fair  and  cafy  ftate  of  feas,  6$. 
Parker,  B^op,  Sam,  W«  grouad  of  churck-poBty,  68. 
Parkhurft,  01^  Pfal.  xviii.  2.     31. 
Partiamenti  long,  mifreprefented  by  Clarendon^  41. 
UoMina-ut,  what,  16. 
PMramony,  exceffire,  68. 
Parllcy,  a  learned  definition  of,  265. 
Parfon,  a  mere,  what  makes  this  cold  creature  in  law  doei 

not  make  a  miniAcr  of  the  gofpel.  235. 
Particles,.  Gre<5k,  improperly  argued  in  the  difpote  of  bip- 

tifm,  423. 
Partifans,  do  infinite  damage  to  fociety  by  adhering  ohOir 

nately  to  a  faction,  fz* 
PaFchal,  what  he  charged  the  Jcfuits  with,  297. 
PaffioBs,  chriiHanity  does  not  deftroy :  but  it  regulates  them« 
40* 
MuH  be  difUnguifhed  from  arguments,  228* 
Sources  of  eloquence,  340. 
Not  eafy  to  SL£k&.  properly,  195. 
How  to  addrefi  them,  334. 
Paflive  obedience,  what  fort  of  a  fubjed,  and  how  far  theo* 
logical,  136. 
Whence  fome  derive  it,  134. 
Scripture  does  not  require  it,  18. 
Pathos  neceifary  in  co&clufions,  502. 
Patriarchs,  who,  i6o» 

Their  cities  comparative,  37. 
Patriotifm,  chara^erized  in  Nehemiah,  57. 
Patroclus,  on  what  principles  he  foretold  the  death  of  Hec* 

tor,  352. 
Pattens,  no  enemies  to  Chrift :  but  inveterate  foes  to  poUick 

popular  devotion,  383. 
Paul,  ApofUe,  his  conveifion,  109; 
Weil  acquainted  with  the  world,  62. 
How  he  confidered  Judaifm  and  Chriftianity^  t6j^ 
Bis  method  of  preaching,  364* 

Paul, 
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P)lttl»  iiocellanly  a  difleater  at  Athens  and  Rente,  178. 

Whether  hit  condud  to  Elymas  juftify  perfecatioii^  lo8. 

How  he  charadlerizes  love,  58. 

What  he  calls  change  of'uoict,   129. 

Ufes  variotts  topicks,  114,  &c«  &c. 

How  iU  his  language  becomes  fome  profeflbrsy  170, 
Paul  III.  Pope,  iflued  a  commiffion  to  reform  before  the  re« 

formation,  7$, 
Paul  Sarpi,  Father,  wrote  a  good  book,  that  nobody  mbds^ 

224. 
Panfanias  on  Athenian  idolatry,  tii* 
Paufe  between  prayer  and  preaching  recommended,  459. 
Pedants,  fond  of  raillery  at  religion,  iii,  xi2« 

How  Saurin  defcribed  theological,  192. 
Pen  nance,  Saxon  form  of,  373. 
Penfioners  praife  is  no  chara^r,  21 1. 
Perfadion,  the  human  mind  is  in  fearch  of,  55; 
Perkins,  defedive  in  his  knowledge  of  the  two  OBConomies, 

162. 
Perfecution,  enmity  to  mankind,  i88* 

Who  firft  introduced  it  into  the  chrillian  church,  302. 

Generally  on  the  fide  of  error,  io8« 

How  carried  on  againft  the  French  proteilants,  221. 
perfecutors,  whether  religion  require  faith  in  their  princi* 
pies,  42. 

Engliih  reproached  the  Puritans  for  gloom  with  an  ill 
grace,  77. 
Perfon,  atopick,  102.  to6.  124. 

Perfonal  principles  of  aminifter,  to  whom  cognizable,  141. 
Perfuaiion  implies  ignorance  or  inattention,  1 75  • 
Peter,  Apoftle,  his  method  of  preaching,  364. 

Curious  explication  of  Chrift's  prophecy  to  him,  2. 

To  what  he  likens  backfliders,  3^2. 
Pew-opening,  difturbs  publick  wormip,  383. 
Pflug,  had  a  hand  in  the  Interim,  260* 
Pharifces,  what  they  held,  99. 

Their  righteoufnefs  inadequate  to  their  pretences,  275* 

To  what  Chriil  likened  them,  304, 
philippians,  deiign  of  the  epiftle  to  the,  164. 
philology,  to  whom  ncccffary,  170. 
philofophy,  pagan,  may  elucidate  fcriptgre,  124. 

The  bounds  of,  in  religion,  424. 
"PYiTuki,  indelicate,  ihould  be  avoided,  32* 

Rhetorical  ihould  be  fifted,  ]7o. 
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Picu5,  John,  Earl  of  Mlrandula,  fatirizcs  modern  oratory^ 

207. 
Pierce,  ccnfures  the  teft  ad,  181. 

Reforred  to,  167. 
Piety,  cffentiaJ  ta  a  minifter  of  Chrift,  125. 

No  argurncnc  for  the  truth  of  all  his  dodlrine,  314. 
Very  little  attention  paid  to  it  in  popery,  299. 
Too  little  regarded  by  high  churchmen^  226. 
.  Placed  by  fome  in  finery,    by  others  in  abfurdity,  a80. 
52,  &c. 
Not  incompatible  with  diligence  in  bufincfs,  344 • 
FraSice  of,  an  odd  book,  280. 
Pilgrimages,  whence,  5^. 
Place,  a  topick,  12b. 
Plagiarifts,  who  are  the  meaneftof  all,  79^ 
Plato,  a  great  admirer  of  Socrates,  223, 

Comjplains  of  Athenian  drunkcnnefs,  111. 
/  His  account  of  poetical  en thufiafm,  471. 
His  dodlrinc  mifunderftood  and  abufed,  411. 
Ufed  coarfe  cqlouring  fometimes,  342. 
Afcribed  his  laws  to  Apollo  for  a  good  reafon,  63. 
Plautus  quoted,  24.  294. 
Plowman's  complaint  of  grsiduzus,  what,  38. 
Pluchc,  Abbe,  on  idolatry,  247, 
Plutarch,  his  jocular  praifc  of  an  enemy,  206. 
XlfiVfjL»,  what,  143. 

Pocock,  Dr.  why  he  publiflied  Eutychius,  i6o- 
Poetry,  harmony  effential  rb,  477. 
Points,  theological,  what,  399. 

Hebrew,  have  been  ufed  very  ill,  205. 
Poole,  Matthew,  quoted,  29.  47.  234.  422.  378.  366. 
Politenefs,  what  lomc  fay  is  true,  173. 

Pjilpit,  what.     See  Ea/e. 
Polity,  Jenvijhi  not  pradlicable  now,  163. 
Fopijb  church,  of  what  it  confifts,  185. 
Epi/cofal,  who  praife  it,  2 1  i . 
Civil,  principles  of  neceflary  to  a  paftor,  141. 
Polybius,  on  what  principles  he  foretold  the  fate  of  Rome,  352, 
Polycarp  eagerly  propagated  holinefs,  278. 
Pomp  in  religion  hurtful,  237. 
Pope,  Alexander,  cenfures  unapt  ftyle,  479. 
Pope  of  Rome,  his  title  in  the  fuperlative  degree,  37. 

His  inhnite  pride,  298. 
Popelings,  who,  i6o. 

Popery, 
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Popery,  whence  it  rofe,  238. 
On  what  founded,  300. 
A  great  fchifm  on  principles  of  fchiim,  10. 
Eftabliflies  falfe  humility,  300. 
•  Cherifhes  ambition  and  lawlefs  paifion^,  298.  * 
A  deviliih  mimickry  of  a  godlike  ceconomy,  297 
What  conciliates  men  to  it,  63. 
The  proper  method  of  fubvertingit,  63. 
Popular  perfuafion,  what  neccflary  to  it,  402, 
Popularity,  a  dangerous  rule  of  faith  and  praftice,  128. 
Porphyry,  what  advantages  allcgorifts  gave  him,  87. 
Pofitivc  inftitutes.     See  Inftitutes^ 
Poftlethwaitc  referred  to,  360. 
Powers  that  b(,  fubmiffion  to  the,  makes  religion  nncertiui, 

229, 
Prxexordium,  what,  465. 
Prayer,  how  Socrates  fpeaks  of  it,  61,  &c. 
Meetings  for  focial,  reading  improves,  38  u 
In  fermon  tii^e,  proper,  336. 
Laft,' generally  too  fliort.    See  Colha,  337- 
Makers,  thofe  of  Charles  I.  capital  hands,  84. 
Preachers,  fliould  not  preach  themfelves,  315. 

Of  other  men's  fermons  fometimes  make  fad  miitakcs,  118. 
Why  fome  love  figurative  texts,  376. 
'   How-fome  abufe  application,  327. 

Who  begin  late  fhould  preach  often,  176, 
T^ung,  what  they  fhould  attend  to,  176. 

AfFefttheftriking,  195.  1 

A  tale  of  one,  who  made  his  auditor  fick,  32. 
Popijht  addrefs  Mary  in  every  fermon,  172. 
Spanifi,  their  faihionable  mode  of  compofition,  189. 
Court,  what  Saurin  thought  of,  115. 
Catbedraly  plagiarifts  formerly,  78. 
Efiablijbed  m^-thc  reigns  of  the  Stuarts,  42.  159.  457. 
Parliament,  gro^X  mifreprefented  and  abufed,  42,  78, 
Whom  Hilderfham  thought  the  beft,  226. 
Whom  Dr.  Manton  accounted  beft,  272. 
The  niQft /«►/«/«#•,  what  methods  they  ufed,  466, 
Preaching,  original  method  of,  364. 
Beflaim  in,  271. 
Principles  cflential  to,  140. 
What  mode  of,  would  exclude  difputes,  425. 
Mannerof,  very  important,  iS^. 
Predeilination,  a  rational  dodtrine,  155. 

Preferment, 
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Preferment,  church,  a  lure  to  bad  men,  63. 

Some  afpire  at  nothing  elfe,  128. 

Sometimes  con»e0  at  an  onlucky  moment,  ijo* 
Prelates,  how  the  reformers  treated  them,  191. 
Preparation  for  death,  a  beautiful  idea  of  a  chriftian  life, 

66. 
Preparation,  young  preachers  ihould  ufe  great,  176* 

A  mailer  of  his  fubjedl  wants  but  little,  393. 

The  bcft  is  by  privacy  and  prayer,  466. 
Prepofitions,  39c.  397. 

Prefcience,  the  uime  in  the  deity  as  preordination^  15$. 
Prefumption  generates  fuperftition,  51. 

How  prevented,  364. 
Prefumptive  evidence,  the  value  of,  147. 
Prideaux,  whom  he  thought  the  Herodiant,  256. 
Pricftcraft,  what,  236. 
Principles,  a  topick,  137. 

Keligious,  notobjeds  of  civil  government,  139. 

What  neccffary  toa  paftor,  141. 
Printing,  the  inventing  of,  favourable  to  religion,  66. 
Prior,  Mat«  his  gcnerofity  to  Balder,  208, 
Prifcillian  mifreprefented  by  Ithacius,  302. 
Probability,  what,  147. 
Proceffions,  whence,  52. 
Prpclus,  Patriarch  of  Conllant|nople>  beautiful  image  of  kis, 

164. 
Profufenefs,  a  lefs  evil  than  avarice,  6';^ 
Prophecy,  fpirit  of,  mnft  not  \>c  9pnfo^n4c4  withhnpiaii  fore* 

fight,  35i. 
Prophet-craft,  what,  236. 

Propagation  of  the  gofpel,  how  carried  on  by  papifb,  ^q6. 
Propriety,  what,  464. 

Of  preaching  determined  by  circumftances,  i89» 
Profelytes,.  Jcwifh,  baptifm  ot,  whence,  25^. 
Profperity  nofign  of  piety,  128.  * 

Proteitants,  foreign,  offended  at  Engliib  ceremonies,  77. 

Why  tolerated  here,  209. 
Proverbs,  whateflential  to  the  inveHigation  qf,  143, 
Providence,  a  p'raQical  dodrine,  279* 
Prudentius,  an  Augnftinian,  1C3. 

Denied  magiftratical  authority  over  c6nfcience,  ^Qw 
Prufiia,  why  tolerant,  21  o. 

Prynne,  William,  a  violent  enemy  to  drinking  healths,  8c. 

AncitotheQ^akeis^^id. 

Pfalm, 
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Pfalm,  pradence  fhoold  be  ufed  in  feleaing  and  reading  it, 

479. 
Pfalmody,  a  gift  in  the  primitive  chnrch,  290. 
Ptolemy,  why  ke  forbad  Hegeiias  to  teach,  411. 
Publick  worship,  the  pleafureof  it  is  derived  from  many  in* 
confiderable  things,  382. 

Reading  the  fcriptures  in,  recommended,  381. 
Pulpits,  modern,  inconvenient,  383. 

Should  always  fpeak  plainly,  175* 

And  uprightly,  and  impartially,  228. 
Pungency  of  a  Krmon,  whence,  274.  402. 
Punifliment  acccffarily  conneded  with  moral  obligation,  404^ 
Puriuns,  whether  gloomy  and  morofe,  7.6. 

Grievou^y  and  unjuftly  perfecuted,  68.  210. 

Their  (ermons  abafed  and  preached  by  the  fame  men,  jBp 
79.. 

What  they  called  Lords  of  confcience,  160. 

Quakers,  people  called,  abufed  in  fcripture  ftyle,  2154 
Quality  and  quantity  of  a  cafe,  what,    1 2 1  • 
Queens,  Englifh,  whether  they  be  clergymen,  293. 
^JiisM,  moJiTM,  the  controverfy  fi>  called,  on  what  founded^ 

Quincilian,  his  univerfd  rnle,  461 1 

What  he  thought  eifential  to  gaining  a  canfe,  6« 
Oa  exordiums,  452.  460* 

Connection  of,  486. 

liength  of  469. 
On  time,  117. 

Place,  120. 

Divifion,  265* 

OfajedionSv  230* 

Genus  and  fpecies,  28. 

Modeily,  465. 

Art,  482. 

Agreeablenefs,  486,  487* 

Urbauity,  15* 

Compofition  and  common  places  in  general,  24^  454. 
Thought  an  orator  mnil  ie,  and  apftar  to  be  «  good  man, 

475- 
Qnoutioas,  from  the  Old  Teilament,  164* 
\Vhat  proper  in  a  fermon,  407. 
Of  chapter  and  veife,  when  proper,  378* 
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R* 

Rabanus,  a  Pelagian^  153. 

Rabbles,  fuperftitious  expofitors  of  letters  and  points,  20f. 

Racine,  what  happened  to  his  tragedy  of  Alexander,  334. 

Railer^the  ^refamption  is  againft  him,  166. 

Raillery,  what,  iii. 

Ratramn,  an  AugaAinian,  153* 

Readers,  advice  to  great,  381. 

Reading  focieties,  381* 

Reafoning  independent  on  fyllogifm,  364* 

Mere,  goes  by  diilrefs  to  defpair,  364. 
Reronnation,  much  fuperllition  at  the  time  of  the,  357. 
The  epifcopal  rule  of  preaching  at  the,  101. 
Wrought  by  weak  literary  in ib-aments,  190, 191, 
.  Whiflon  thought  it  preparatory  to  purer  days,  66* 
Claude's  Defence  of  the  ^  317. 
Reformers,  all  execeated  papal  dominion  over  confcience,  ^^ 
Yet  fome  founded  a  hierarchy  on  papal  principles,  307. 
Were  perplexed  about  the  Lord's  fupper,  6. 
Their  perfqns  no  tefts  of  truth,  314. 
Refugees,  all  wife  ftates  tolerated  foivign,  209,  &c* 

Perfecuted  one  another,  202.  212. 
Regeneration  ridiculed  on  the  ftage,  1 54. 
Relation,  a  topick,  %i. 
Relicks,  popifh,  whence,  2i8* 
Indelicacy  of,  50,  5 1. 
Whence  adoration  of,  52. 
Religion,  originates  in  God,  290. 

What  men  difcover  of  it  in  natun  weak  and  impn^fc^^ 

III.  127. 
Pagany  total  darkn^fs  and  hypocrify,  287.  297. 
Jevjzfi,  partial  light,  287. 

Cbrijlian^^  wherein  it  agrees  with,  and  differs  from  the 
Jcwifli,  162. 
Needs  nothing  but  expofure,  343. 
Beft  propagated  by  example. 
Its  higheft  excellence,  276. 

What  follows  a  fubjedking  of  it  to  human  authority. 
167.  320.  ' 

Remi,  an  Auguilini^n,  153. 
Repentance,  legal  and  evangelical,  385. 
Reprobation,  the  dparincof,  no  plea  for  a  finner,  izn 
Reproof,  requires  great  wifdom  and  prudence  to  giw  proi 
P«rl/,  333-  . 

Refolutionst 
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Rerolutions,  281.  380. 

Re*uEion  of  papifls  and  proteftants^  an  injadiaont  unprafiU* 

cable  ichemei  225. 
Revoliition,  who  gained  by  it,  72. 

What  done  for  religioas  liberty  then,  62. 
Revoltttionifts,  how  they  fcrved  the  Stuarts,  07. 
Reward,  neceiTarily  conneaed  with  moral  obligation,  404. 
Rewards,  cannot  produce  faith,  135. 
Reynolds,  Dr.  example  from  him,  30. 

OnPfalmcx.  433. 

His  nfe  of  apothegms,  483. 
Rhetorick,  fometimes  difgnifes  faAs,  228. 

Muft  not  ^  (or  argument,  386. 

Forces  fcnptnre  fometimes,  138. 
Ridicule,  no  tell  of  truth,  112. 

May  fometimes  illnftrate,  113. 

What  excites  it  in  fermons,  316. 
Ridley,  Biihop,  his  martyrdom  no  teft  of  truth,  314. 
Rifibility  ihould  not  be  excited  even  by  innocent  circum# 

fiances,  33^* 
Rituals  do  great  damage  to  principles,  i88. 
Rivet,  his  notion  of  umrv,  71. 
Roffer,  Friar,  his  heavenfv  rhapfody,  44* 
Rollin,  how^e  defines  tafte,  21. 

On  imiverfal  oenfent,  A06. 

On  policy  in  religion,  64. 

On  icripture  morality,  1 27. 

His  afionifhing  partiality  for  his  countryman  Boflaet,  J^6J. 
)lomans,/«/aj»,  their  national  charader,  57. 

Their  vindi^ive  treatment  of  the  Corinthians,  lt6m 

Cbrifiian^  defign  of  the  epifile  to  the,  133. 164. 
Rome,  church  of,  an  apoftate  community,  176. 

Full  of  blafphemy^  266. 

Superflition,  52,  &c. 
Enthufiafm,  11 8. 

Its  polity,  what,  185. 

And  pretended  uniformity,  9. 
Romulus,  raifed  none  to  office  without  affefting  to  confuk 

the  gods,  64. 
Rondeau,  Rev.  James,  who  tolerated  him,  %it. 
Roots,  Hebrew,  how  eafily  they  may  miileady  ji* 
kooues  on  Elijah's  vifion,  386. 
Rotary,  whence,  52. 
Rubrick,  a  fatire  on  aa  infplred  prayet«baok,  78, 

Vol.  11.  3Y  Rubrick, 
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Rubrick,  EfigUJhy  rallied  by  Beza,  77, 
Rudenefs,  fhoiild  be  banifhed  from  the  pulpit,  i6.  335« 
And  from  publick  worfhip,  383.  459* 
Preaching  Iclf,  one  branch  of,  316. 
Rules,  all  are  fubjedt  to  ufe  and  abufe«     See  Common* f laces ^ 

Topickst  &c.  ' 

Ruihworth,  his  juft  diAixi^Uon  between  an  honeft  man  and  a 
partizan,  307, 

Sacrificing,  a  noble  a£l  of  worfhip,  22* 

Sacrifty,  what,  467* ' 

Sadducees,  what  fcripture  they  held,  93. 

Sallufl  quoted,  74.  473. 

Salmafius,  his  account  of  the  myfteries  of  Elcuiis,  iii; 

SalterVhall  fernions  confound  popery,  231. 

Salutation,  primitive  pulpit,  465 • 

Salvian,  a  fevere  writer;  303. 

Sandlification,  what  necelfary  to,  255. 

Should  be  carefully  diftinguifhed  from  juftification,  267. 
Should  not  be  treated  of  negligently,  277. 
Sandeman,  his  doftrine  not  libertine,  285. 
Sanderfon,  Dr.  example  from  him,  175. 
Sapientia  joco  feria,  on  what  xopick  it  runs,  206. 
Sarcafm,what,  113.  * 
Satan  the  father  of  hypocrites,  296. 
Satire,  fome  examples  of,  76. 

Saurin,   Rev;   James,   a  great,  becaufe  a  peaceable  divine. 
227. 
His  modeft  way  of  treating  a  fab/eft,  158. 
His  rule  of  expounding  the  epiftles  of  Paul,  165. 
On  what  occafions  he  decries  human  learning,  191,  &c. 
Wrote  well  on  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  220. 
How  he  advifes  divines  to  tr^at  the  divine  attributes^  313. 
And  to  preach  the  dodrine  of  hell,  408. 
How  he  treats  the  fubjca  of  the  converted  thief,  355. 
The  dodlrine  of  iiniverfal  confent,  405. 
Of  coftverfion,  357. 
Example  of  prayer  in  fermon-time  from  him,  339, 
O^'miimated  exordium,  329.  471. 
Of , elevated,  and  violent  conclulions,  491.494. 
Oi  mixed  topicks,  ,5.1 3, 
Of  compofition  by  philofophical  data,  13^ 
B^  place,  iao.  123. 

Saoriiij 
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Saarin^  Rev.  James,  example  of  compoiitibn  by  p/opofitioa 
fromhim>  397/3^8. 
Example  of  compofition  by  confequences^  155. 
By  diflindion,  261. 
By  qualities,  213. 
By  pcrfoDs,  132. 
By  hippofition,  222.  420. 
By  ufe,  103. 

By  revealed  motives,  435, 
By  condition,  115. 
By  charafters,  57. 
His  defcription  of  preachers,  254. 
Of  avarice,  71.  82. 
Of  holinefs,  282. 
Of  the  uniformity  of  God,  183. 
Of  fuperftition,  51. 
Of  libertinifm,  358. 
Of  the  abufe  of  affarance,  169. 
His  fenfe  of  Eccl.  vii,  29.  430. 
His  method  of  application,  325}. 
An  apology  for  fo  many  quotations. from  him,  223. 
Schifm,  an  old  bugbear,  1 7p. 
How  Dodwell  wrote  again  ft  it,  3211 
Popery  faid  to  be  a  great,  10. 
All  impofers  raife  this  fpeftre,  134. 
Bp.  Stillingfleet  in  it  by  his  own  reckoning,  1 30. 
School-divinity,  the  ncgic^l  of  it  favourable  to  religion,  66» 
Schoolmafters,  the  odd  fate  of  prefbyterian,  in  the  reign  of  Qj^ 

Ann,  2IO. 
Schoolmen,  how  they  define  fear,  40. 
Schools  of  literature,  their  rules  of  compoiing  orations  not 

applicable  to  fcripture,  137. 
Sclater,  Dr.  hisjuft  cCoAirc  of  perfecutors,  288. 
Scolding  in  the  pulpit,  unmanly,  and  unjuft,  474*  *  * 

Scope,  neceiTary  to  be  attended  to,  158. 
Scotus,  a  Pelagian,  153. 

Scribes,  of  Chrift's  time,  who,  according  to  Triglandius,  93. 
Scriptures,  the  holy,  a  plain  popular  book,  371. 
Not  compofed  by  modern  rules,  137. 
The  letter  of,  neceflarily  fubjeft  to  many  difficulties,  228. 
Whether  more  than  one  meaning,  142. 
Unconnedted  fentences  of,  generate  difputes,  155. 
Preferve  a  ftridt  relation  of  ideas,  86. 


Abound  with  contrail,  193. 
1  Y2 


2  Scriptures 
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Scriptures,  ufe  blunt  homely  images,  341. 

Sad  con  fcqucnccs  of  ignorance  of,  31  ft- 

Should  be  read  in  private,  in  families,  and  in  publick,  3|l. 
Scripturifts  in  thejewifh  church,  who,  93. 
Secrets,  dealers  in,  Dubl.ick  pefb,  363. 
Se^s,  what  among  tne  Tews,  93. 
Selden,  his  ftrange  reaioning  frprn  ancient  fables  to  nodcrn 

errors.  160. 
Seled  fabjeas  eifential  to  application,  332. 
Self>applaufe  rude  and  ofFeniive,  314. 
Semipelagians,  who,  153. 

Senfibility,  no  good  preaching  without,  235,  &c. 
Sepulchres,  ijabitedt  what,  304. 
Sergius  Paul  us,  his  character,  57. 
Sermons,  accurate,  jewels  outot  popular  reach,  250. 

Plain  and  popular  do  moft  good,  4. 

Opportune,  highly  commendable,  184. 

AVhat  makes  them  pungent,  274. 

Much  depends  on  the  delivery ,  334. 

Puritan,  odd  fate  of,  7^. 

Salter Vhall,  defcriptive  of  popery,  and  deftra^tveofit, 
231. 

See  Clergf,  Puipii,  Preachers ,  &c.  &c. 
Serranus  offers  violence  to  a  dialogue  by  aiialyiiog  i(,  157* 
Sex,  a  topick,  103. 
Shakeipeare  quoted,  185.  363.  464. 
Shafte»)ury,  Earl  of,  how  he  attacked  revelation,  1 1  a« 
Sheldon,  Archbiihop,  a  poor  divine,  225. 
Shepard,  what  he  thought  of  great  talkers,  361* 
Sherlock,  Bp.  example  from  bim,  216. 
Shucte,  his  trade-im$kges,  190. 
Sibbs,  Dr.  quoted,  399. 
Sicknefs,  a  £ne  applicatory  topick,  347* 
Silence,  highly  charadleriftical  in  fome  cafes,  232. 
Silvanus,  Abbot,  how  he  taught  a  Monk  the  dodrinepf  con» 

fequences,  146. 
^imoq.  Dr.  perf^cuted  for  Socini^nifm,  212. 
Sin,  the  doctrine  of,  alone  drives  to  dpfpair,  364. 

How  infinite,  286* 

Chriflian  miniliers  have  great  advantages  in  Aating  it^  310. 

Again  ft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  391. 
Singing,  ihould  be  conducted  prudently,  459. 
Slanderers,  an  infernal  fet  of  ippUi  362. 
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SIccpersin  religious  affcmblies,  publick  uuiCincei,  3%^. 
Sleidan,  John,  the  hiftoriao,  pcafioned  by  England,  809. 
Smeaton,  a  furious  zealot,  28* 
Smith,  Henry,  his  mufical  images,  190. 
Smyth,  hia  part  in  Salier's-hall  fermons,  z^u 
Snape,  Dr.  example  from  him,  a6. 

Social  reading,  praying,  and  conference,  very  edifying,  3S1. 
Socinians,  French,  perfccuted  at  Canterbury,  ai;^. 
Socinus  relied  too  much  on  the  article  O,  172. 
Socrates  the  philofopher,  fuppofed  by  fome  to  foretell  the 
advent  of  Chriil,  6i. 
How  Plato  admired  him,  223. 
Fell  a  facrifice  to  raillery,  1 1 2. 

Socrates  the  hiftorian,  referred  to,  198, 

Sohnius,  his  advice  to  compofers  of  lermons,  iij* 

Solon,  a  ihrewd  politician,  63.  . 

Soft*,  what,   i|. 

Sophifms  perplex  a  fermon,  409. 

Sophocles,  how  he  ufes  tfy^f,  11 » 

South,  Dr.  the  low  wit  in  his  fermons,  odious,  iij* 

Souverain,  Rev.  Mr.  perfecMt^d,  aia. 

Sow  to  thifpiritf  Bp.  Laney's  profitable  fenfe  of,  400* 

$•  P.  Q^  R.  how  expoundied,  206* 

Species,  a  topick,  22. 

Speculatipn^  a  curious  fubjeA,  153.  279* 

Spelman  quoted,  373,  &c. 

Spilfbury,  Rev.  Mr.  what  he  thought  of  a  loll  ordiaaaoe^ 
184. 

Spirit,  holy,  what  method  of  preaching  he  ufually  bleilet 
moll,  364. 

Split  devil,  fiifhop,  98. 

Spantaneity,  a  bright  charafter  of  divine  love,  56. 

Stafford,  Richard,  his  incautious  fuppofition,  94. 

jStanhope,  Deao>  examples  from  him,  268,  itc. 

Staring  about,  rude  and  offensive  in  a  place  of  woribip,  jia. 

State,  the  </v// it  is  that  tolerates,  222. 

State,  a  rhetorical  topick,  no. 

Stating  a  cafe,  what,  121. 

Stennet,  Dr.  his  proper  method  of  treating  baptiiin,  S4y« 

Stephen,  Proto- martyr,  his  character,  $7. 

Stephens,  Robert,  how  he  publiihed  the  New  Teftamtat; 

379' 
S^jHingdeet,  his  medica|  image,  I90» 

His  Iclf-cbntradiftion,  130* 
^  Stones 
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Stones;  precious,  of  fcripturc,  not  medicinal,  i  j^i 

Stngelius  improved  Syncrgifm,  154. 

Striking,  what  necefTary  to  it,   195. 

Strype  referred  to,  208.  210. 

Staarts.     See  James^  Charles,  Renfolutiouifts,  Scc» 

Style,  may  fometimes  be  inaccurate,  332. 

•     Muft  never  be  indelicate,  32. 

Sententious,  what  leads  to  it,   194* 

Rhetorical,  when  execrable,  ^86. 

*Biunt,  docs  not  always  argue  depraved  manners,  341. 

Has  peculiar  charaders,  233. 
Suarez,  his  myAicifm,  52.  ■ 

Suafion,  moral  not  inconfiftent  with  decrees,  335,  &c. 
Subfcribers  to  human  creeds  are  all  orthodox  men,  260. 
Subfcription  and  filcnce  well  met,  245* 

How  argued  for  by  fome,  314.  41. 

Does  not  preferve  a  fyftem  of  dodlrinc,  13?. 

Is  the  deftrudtion  of  religibus  liberty,   185, 
Sublimity  of  a  dodrine,  what,  233. 
Subilitution,  what  in  theology,  288,  &c. 
Succefs  no  rule  of  judging  in  many  cafes,   1 28. 

On  wivat  it  much  depends,   159. 

What  method  of  preaching  has  ufually  been  attended  witb 
good  moral,  364. 
Succeflion,  uninterrupted,  an  old  quirk  of  church- lawyers, 

184. 
SiXetonius  quoted,  61.  272.  282. 
Superlatives,  huw  expreffed  in  Hebrew,  366. 
^uperftjtion,  its  principle,  49,  &c.  &c.  299. 

See'Superfiiiiofi,  Vol.  I. 
Superville,  examples  from,  339.  397,  " 
Supper,  Lord's,  very  little  underftood  at  thd  reformation,  7, 
Suppofition,  a  topick,  88.98.   215. 
Supraliipfarian  divine,  h-is  curious  fermon  on  1  Chron*  iv.  22. 

•-    443-  '         •       •. 

Switc,  how  he  ftudied  human  nature,   125. 

Proved  nothing  by  his  Talc  of  a  Tab,  113. 
Swine,  Smal broke 's  account  of  their  pofTeffion  accordine:  to 

.'.Wolfton,  98.  .  . 

Syftems,  what,   356, 
^yn(frgills,  who,  154. 

T. 
I'acitus  cenfure^chriftidnity  as  a  fc^l  of  Judaifm,'  187. 

Quoted,  61.  Talk, 
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Talk,  religious,  a  precarious  fign  of  grace,  361.. 

Tafte,  21.  487. 

Tautology,  472. 

Temper,  foft,  eflential  to  a  good  applicatory  fermon,     332*. 

Temples,  whence  Chriftians  .took  their  models  of,  238. 

Why   primitive   Chriilians  built   none.      See   La3antius\ 
ArnobiuSt  &c.  Pomp^  &c. 
Tendernefs  a  real  charafter  of  Chrift,  235. 
Tenent,  Rev.  Gilbert,  his  ufual  method  of  preaching,   364. 
Tennifon,  Archbifhop,  his  mild  management  of  mifchievoua 

polity,   131. 
Terence  (quoted,  24. 
Terms,  original,  Ihould  feldom  be  difcuffed  in  publick,  lO. 

Single,  fadly  abufed,  206. 

Milconftrudlion  of,  generates  difputes,  154, 
Terror  fhould  be  preached  :  but  prudently,  3934  408,  &c« 
Tertullian,  his  quaint  fetch  on  a  faying  of  Chriil,  323. 

On  Adam,  312. 

On  baptifm,  102. 

A  vjolen  t  difpu  un  t,  158. 

Yet  an  enemy  to  perfecution,   108. 

C^oted,  17,  I2X.  276.  308. 
Teft-aft,  none  in  ibme  pagan  countries,   178. 

Englifli.     See  Pierce,  Lanfdonjun,  &c. 
Teilament,0/i/,fpeaks  of  future  rewards  andpunifhments,  407* 

New,  how  it  quotes  the  old,  164^ 
Teftimony,  the  only  evidence  in  fome  cafes,  156. 
Text,  how  a  preacher  did,  who  had  forgot  his,  379. 
Thankfgiving-fermons,  a  good  rule  of  compofing,  158. 
Theatre,  the  airs  of  the,  mould  not  be  pradtifed  in  religiqus 

femblies,  122. 
Theodoret  quoted,  170. 
Theology,  its  peculiar,  424. 

Admits  of  popular  proof,  402. 
Theophiius,  patriarch,  a  confufed  genius,  and  aflbciated  Ir- 
relative ideas,  88,  &;c. 
Thefaurus,  Kman.    juilifies  the  ufj  of  coarfe  colouring,  342. 

In  what  he  pL-^ces  the  art  of  popular  gofpel  preaching, ^402. 

His  rule  of  applying,  34S. 
Theii'alonians,  thefirlt  cp:ftle  to  the,  when  written,  110. 
Thief,  the  converted,  caution  muil  be  ufcd  in  urging  his 

cafe,  355. 
Thorndyke,  his  loofe  maxim  of  chorch-govcrnment,  6^. 

JDid  not  underiland  the  ground  of  the  reformation,  225. 

U'hoy, 
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Thoy,  Stephen  da.     See  Rondeau. 

Ttlleraont  qaoced,  355* 

Tillotfon,  Archblfliop,  a  gentle  driver,  131. 

His  high  encomium  of  the  church  that  lieneficed  him,  130; 
Tilly,  example  of  ftfr  fetched  pleas  from  him,  19. 
Time,  atopicfe,  117. 

Who  ottffht  never  to  forget  it,  1 18. 
Timme,  his  medical  images,  100. 
Title  to  epifcopal  articles,    the  fubfcribers  cannot  agree 

whether  it  be  genuine  or  a  forgery,  315. 
Title-pages,  the  fafliionable,  in  (^  Elizabeth's  time,  21 1. 
Titles  otbooks,  divines  have  ufed  very  queer,  190. 
Of  UyMi»t  whence,  36. 
0(  cUrgjmiUt  whence,  36. 
Indttde  dominion,  37. 

Some  are  fatires  on  the  men,  who  wear  them,  8o« 
Academical,  why  cenfured  by  many  reformers,  ^j* 
Toleration*  how  Paul  treats  of  it,  184. 
How  Saurin  confidered  it,  i  %±* 
What  the  reformers  thought  of  it  when  It  foited  tho     tereft 

of  their  governors,  209. 
And  what  foroe  of  their  facceflbrt  have  thooght  of  it 
iince,  400.  414. 
Tombes.     See  Ordinunct. 
Tones.   Sec  Sitemce* 
Topick,  a  principle  of  perfuafion :  but  fubjed  to  afe  and 

abafe,  21.  103.  270. 
Tournon,  Cardinal.     See  Mexzalarla. 
Trade,  what  the  Jews  had  at  Tyre,  48.  375. 
General,  its  feat  in  various  ages,  49. 

Goes  along  with  liberty  and  virtue,  2io» 
Helicon  fliould  not  be  a,  73. 
Traditions  precaripus  grounds  of  aftion,  300. 
Trajan  aperfecutor,  ii. 
Tranfition,  326. 

Tranflation,  ihould  be  accurate  in  difputed  points,  91. 
Bngli/h,  of  the  bible,  a  good  one,  lo. 

let  partakes  of  the  l^le  of  the  age  in  which  it  waa 

made,  32. 
James  1.  gave  laws  of,  iot« 
Sometimes  mifleads,  239. 
Tranfabftantiation,  what,  and  when  invented*  6. 
An  o^ean  of  errors*  joi.  232. 

Trapp» 
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Trapp^  Dr.  oppofed  Hpadley's  notion  of  a  church,  229^ 
Trent,  council,  not  very  eager  abotic  piety,  299. 
Triglarid,  his  account  of  Jewiih  fedb,  93. 
Tropological  fenfe  offcriptare,  142. 
Truth,  the  life  and  energy  of  preaching,  2'^^ 

The  fublimity  of  every  fubjedl,  23^. 
Tunes,  theatrical,  are  hurtful  in  religion  to  thofe,  who  had 

been  before  ufed  to  them,  and  the  ideas  aflbciated  with 

them  elfewhere,  307. 
Turner,  Dr.  William,  his  images,  190. 
Tyrant^  what  makes  one  in  fome  diflenting  churches^  x6i. 
Tyre,  48,  49,  50. 

Uniformity,  9.  10. 414; 

Urbanity,  a  mod  excellent  pulpit  ftyle,  14. 

Uriinus,  advifes  preachers  to  regard  time  in  compofing,  11 7* 

His  rules  of  confutation,  1^5. 
Ufefulnefs,  fuppofed,  an  ignis  fatuus,  1 28; 
Ufes,  why  fome  great  preachers  have  omitted  them,  328. 
Uiher,  Archbifhop,  a  pretended  prophecy  of  his,  11 8. 

Quoted,  266. 
Ufury,  what,  70. 
Utlca,  a  colony  from  Tyre,  49. 
Utility,  a  topick  of  illuftration,  242. 

V. 
Vatablus  on  Luke  xiii.  24,     346« 
Variety  of  addrefs  neceflary  to  a  preacher,  175. 
Venial  fins,  what,  3io« 
Venice.     See  Trade. 
Verbs,  Greek,  the  copionfnefs  of^  234,^ 
Verfe,  hexameter,  in  S.James,  290, 
Veftry,  the  beft  ufeof  a,  467. 
Ficar  0/  Bra^,  immortal,  8 1  • 
Vices,  whether  private  be  publick  benefits,  70, 
View,  a  topick,  158. 
Vida  quoted,  470,  473. 
Virgil,  his  account  of  oracnlar  enthufiafm,  471, 

His  fourth  eclogue  is  true  hiflory  of  pagan  expeAation^ 
61. 
Virtue  independent  on  rolition,  403. 

Its  influence  on  trade,  50. 
Virtues,  pagan,  the  higheft  inferior  to  She  lowcft  chriftian, 
65. 

How  they  came  by  fcxcs,  386. 

Vot,  II.  3  Z  Vifion, 
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Vifion,  Paar«  convcrfion  in  a,  109. 

Vifitilions,  cpifcopal,  &c.  how  argued,  2?. 

Voice,  in  preaching.    Sec  GAww/j  Racine,  &c.  459. 

Volition.    See  Firtui. 

Voluirc,  a  fuperficialreafoncr  on  religion,  113.  171.412. 

Vorftius,  K.  James  would  have  nur/ed  him,  that  is  turta 

him,  200.  ,  ,,,.!*•• 

Voffius,  apologzies  for  Hinkclman,  and  others  like  hun, 

268. 
On  exordiums^  461. 
VowsoftheFrancifcans,  what,  46. 
Vttlearifins,  ihould  be  none  in  a  lermon,  15.402. 

W. 
Wake,  Archbifliop,  made  groundlefs  fuppofitions,  91. 
Waleus,  his  rules  of  application,  325,  &c. 
Walker,  Rev.  Mr.  example  from  him,  196. 
Walker,  Dr.  a  folio  coUedor  of  falfhood  and  filth,  42,  784 

79.  160. 
Ward,  Biihop,  examples  from  him,  14-4^3' 
Waterland,  Dr.  example  from  him,  6. 

Reafons  weakly  for  fi&^  church,  229,  &c. 
Watts,  Dr.  his  opinion  of  topicks,  v 
Of  conceiving  clear  notions,  15. 
His  rules  of  defi nition»  263* 
His  example  of  induftive  rea/bning,  147. 
Mifunderftood  and  abttfei,,  150. 
Wendclinus,  his  notion  of  ufurv,  71. 
Whifpering,  rude  in  time  of  puollck  worfhip,  122. 
Whifton,  what  events  he  thought  preparatory  to  revival, 

66. 
White,  Dean,  a  perfecutor,  322. 
Whitefield,  the  Rev.  George,  his  nfoal  metkod  of  preach* 

ing,  364. 
Whitgut,  Arcbbiihof ,  hit  cftinaring  plea  for  jeptfcopacy, 
203. 
Not  preferred  for  his  merit,  131. 
Wickliffe,  why  he  complained  of  degrees,  37. 

His  ufual  method  of  preaching,  364^ 
Wilkins,  Bp.  vrhen  his  ecclefiales  was  publiihed,  457. 

Recommends  pathos  ia  concluding,  502. 
Will,  human,  the  foarce  of  error,  and  the  foul  of  poperyj 

75.  285. 
Wit,  in  fermons.    See  BraSurj,  Rai/Ury,  &Cf 
,  furUauical,  '^j. 
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Women,  well-bred^  patterns  of  politeneis>  eafe  and  ad- 

drefs,  15. 
Wolf  ridicules  the  habit  of  St.  Francis,  46. 
Wood,  too  hud,  andftruck  out.  SeeFoL  L  Jd^erti/tment,  p.  3* 
Woolflon,  abufed  allegory,  €7* 

And  perhaps  flandered  Smalbroke.    See  Split^druih 
Words,  moft,  are  vague  and  equivocal,  150. 

Fine,  are  fources  of  error,  170. 

Single,  generate  difputes,  155. 

Oblolete,  indelicate,  32. 

Fancy  makes  fine  work  with,  318. 
Works,   good,   confiftently  taught  in  reformed  ehnrchei^ 

219. 
Worfley  quoted,  376,  379. 
Wright^  uu  his  part  in  Salter's-hall  fermonsj  231. 

V. 

Yoong,  Dr.  execrates  mifers,  74. 

'Argues  for  immortality  from  human  paffions,  351. 

How  he  was  touched  at  feeing  his  auditors  fleep,  384. 

Quoted,  56.  267. 
Youth,  religious^  ihould  ftrive  to  excel  in  bufinefi,  344. 

Z 

Zanchy,  a  learned  divine :  bat  not  mafter  of  even  a  Bunyaji« 

106. 
Tjt^^x,  his  rules  of  confuution,  155. 
Ziegler,  his  notion  of , the  intention  of  Chrift  in  /peaking 
obfcurely,  142* 
Thought  Chrift  an  interpreter  only,  258, 
Zuinglitts,  why  he  cenfnred  degrees,  37, 
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